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EDITORIAL

No ExAmMPLE

J.C. Choate
Editor-in-Chief

An example, a pattern to follow,
is such an important thing. We can
be told about something, even
commanded to do it, but if we have
an example of how to do it, that
means so much more. An example
makes a thing come to life, makes
the learning easier. To see a thing
being done gives us the confidence

that we can do it too.

The Scriptures have several things to say about an example. For
instance, when Christ showed humility in washing the disciples’ feet, He
said, “For I have given you an example, that you should do as 1 have
done to you” (John 13:15). Paul spoke to the Corinthian Christians and
explained that even those things that were written in the law were written
for our examples, that we should not walk in those ways (1 Corinthians
10:6). He refers to idolatry, fornication, and murmuring, and how that
those who did those things were overthrown in the wilderness (1
Corinthians 10:5). Paul continued by saying, “Now all of those things
happened unto them for ensamples: and they were written for our
admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come. Wherefore let
him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall “ (1 Corinthians
10:11,12; Jude 7).

Continuing, Paul exhorted the Philippian brethren, “Brethren, be
followers together of me, and mark them which walk so as ye have us
for an example” (Philippians 3:17). To the Thessalonians he wrote, “Now
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we command you, brethren, in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
ye withdraw yourselves from
every brother that walketh
disorderly, and not after the
tradition which he received of us.
For yourselves know how ye ought
to follow us: for we behaved not
ourselves disorderly among you;
Neither did we eat any man’s bread
for nought; but wrought with labour
and travail night and day, that we
might not be chargeable to any of
you; Not because we have not
power, but to make ourselves an
example unto you to follow us” (2
Thessalonians 3:6-9).

Paul said to the young preacher,
Timothy, “Let no man despise thy
youth; but be thou an example of
the believers in word, in
conversation, in charity, in spirit,
in faith, in purity” (1 Timothy
4:12). Peter said, “For even
hereunto were ye called: because
Christ suffered for us, leaving us
an example, that ye should follow
in his steps” (1 Peter 2:21).

Christ Himself said, “If any man
will come after Me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross daily,
and follow Me” (Luke 9:23). He
also said, “Let your light so shine
before men, that they may see your

good works, and glorify your Father
which is in heaven” (Matthew 5:16).

We are all familiar with a son
literally trying to walk in his
father’s steps, and a little girl
playing “house” with her doll,
following the pattern she sees in her
mother. The fact is, children will
grow up to do as their parents did
before them, good or bad, because
they are following their example.

While we need good examples
as guidelines for the younger
generation to follow, the sad thing
is that in so many cases nowadays
there is no example for them,
except bad ones. Therefore our
world is  suffering  the

consequences in many areas of
life.

Marriage and Divorce

For instance, we are aware of
the fact that in the US about half
of the marriages end in divorce.
The family is being torn to shreds,

‘violently. Children are born in

wedlock - often to parents who
have already gone through a
divorce and remarriage, and who
may have children from earlier
unions - and out of wedlock, with
no example of what a good
marriage is like, or of what stable
fathers and mothers are like. Then



they grow up, marry, and more
often than not divorce becomes the
ready solution to their own marital
problems. Even where marriages
are intact, with fathers and mothers
spending long hours on their jobs
to maintain the standard of living
they want, children are often
literally left to raise themselves.
They grow up without the presence
of a parent in the home during the
“after school” hours. They are
“latch-key” kids, letting themselves
into a cold and empty house in
which there is very little “home
life”, few meals cooked and eaten
as a family at home, and either little
or no discipline, or anger and
abuse. Is it any wonder that many
do poorly in school, get hooked on
drugs, join gangs, get involved in
immoral situations, and end up as
outlaws in many cases?

Of course this description is not
true of every case, but all of us
know that the statistics show that
it is a massive problem, and one
that is mushrooming in our society.

No Example for Preachers

Also, in the church, at a time
when we so often hear the
statement that no one is interested
in the gospel, few preachers and
individual Christians get out and

really visit contacts, trying to set
up studies to teach the lost. The
typical preacher keeps office hours
during the week and preaches on
Sunday. These are counted as his
primary responsibilities. Personal
work is not an important part of his
training, and there are few
examples of hard workers among
older preachers. So how is a young
preacher to learn the best and most
effective ways for him to reach
others? He completes his education
and goes out into his work with the
church, largely untrained in how to
help the local church to grow
through personally teaching and
converting the lost.

No Example for Missionaries

Even concerning the mission
fields around the world, sometimes
brethren are under the impression
that missionaries should go in and
quickly baptize a number of
people, establish a good-sized
congregation, and within a short
time have local preachers, elders,
and deacons, leaving behind a self-
supporting church from its infancy.

Not so. It will take a long time
- even years, and maybe a lifetime
- to accomplish this. Why? Is the
missionary unable to accomplish
his work? Does he not have the



ability to build a self-supporting
church? Has he failed ?.

Not at all. Rather, we have
forgotten that we live in different
parts of the world, with varied
cultures, numerous languages,
working often with people who
were converted from paganism or
from denominational backgrounds.
These brethren, young in the faith,
have had to make unbelievable
changes. In many cases they have
had to turn against their families
and their friends. Their direction in
life is being shaped by the
missionary and what he teaches. Of
course he has preached the Bible
and has shown them from the
Scriptures what they should do, but
still they need time for the head
knowledge to become heart
knowledge, and they need the
missionary as their living pattern.
They need to be able to lean on
him, to have his reassurance and
“encouragement.

Now, if he rushes through
planting the church and tries to
force early maturing, without
allowing time for real inner growth,
the work will not endure the tests
of time. If, in addition, he leaves
the young converts on their own, it

will be difficult for them to survive.

Also, keep in mind that in most
cases those young Christians have
never seen the exam ple of a full-
grown church, with qualified local
preachers, scriptural elders and
deacons, a well established
program of personal evangelism,
and a plan to help the local church
to grow to maturity in numbers and
faith. All of this takes years of time,
and cannot be hurried to fit
anybody’s expectations of what
“ought” to be possible. To look at
the church of the first century,
where many of the congregations
grew out of the preparation of a
Jewish background and where
there was the miraculous guidance
of the Holy Spirit to aid in the
maturing, and to think that the
same can be done in pagan fields
today is to deny reality.

let it be
emphasized again that the example
is very important, and where there
is no example how can good things
develop? We all depend on
examples. We are influenced by
them and molded by them far more
than we may realize. What kind of
example are you setting for those
who are following you?

In conclusion,



AssocCIATE EDITORIAL

Gop Is IN
CONTROL

Byron Nichols
Managing Editor

Good people talk about conditions and circumstances in the world
and say, "God is in control," implying that everything that is occuring
is according to God's will and plan.

Surely all who believe in God believe that He is indeed in control
of the world. However, we cannot accept the idea that God's being in
control means that He causes, wants, or is pleased with everything
that happens. If so, everyone is merely a robot having no choice or
power of self-will.

If His being in control means that God causes everything to happen
that happens, then God causes all sins to be committed, He caused
Judas to betray Christ, Moses to strike the rock and thus be unable to
enter the promised land of Canaan, Adam and Eve to sin and be
expelled from Eden, Nadab and Abihu to offer strange fire, etc., etc.,
etc. '

Romans 8:28 tells us that God can and does make good results
come out of bad circumstances, but it doesn’t say that He causes the
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bad circumstances. God was in control in the life of Joseph so that
the evil things done to him ultimately led to his being in a position of
tremendous power and influence (Genesis 37-47), but God’s control
did not cause the evil.

Surely we don’t believe that God actually desires that thousands
die and many more suffer greatly in other ways as a direct result of
war today, yet we can most assuredly believe that He sometimes uses
His people to render special service in His name as a result of wars.
For example, the greatest mission activity on the part of the church in
modern times came about as a result of Christians serving in the
military in World War II and seeing first hand the tremendous spiritual
needs of people ravaged by war.

Is it possible that we would feel guilty for thinking that God is
not directly controlling everything that takes place in His universe?
Would that make Him to be less than all powerful’? Friends, the owner
of any large company will most certainly delegate much authority
and responsibility to others beneath him, but that owner still maintains
the power to alter any decision implemented by any of his
subordinates. God has chosen to work in somewhat the same way.
He has delegated control of nations to kings, presidents, parliaments,
etc., but they are all His subordinates, although few of them seem to
realize that fact.

If God is directly in control of everything, why pray to Him in
behalf of that which is good and of those in high places in government,
etc.? Would not such prayers be useless, since God would already
have things going the way He wanted them? Praying to God and
asking Him to change anything would be futile. Yet, He makes it
quite clear in the Scriptures that He wants His people to pray - Luke
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18:1 (we ought always to pray); Colossians 4:2 (continue in prayer);
Philippians 4:6 (let requests be made known to God); 1 Thessalonians
5:17 (pray without ceasing); James 5:16 (the earnest prayer of a
righteous man avails much). Furthermore, God has promised to answer
our prayers - Matthew 6:5,6 (pray in secret, but He will reward openly);
Matthew 7:7-11 (if we will ask, God will giveA us good things); John
15:7,16 (our requests to God through Christ will be granted).

It would seem that if God were in complete control, His will
would constantly and consistently be done. However, in 2 Peter 3:9
we find Peter saying that God “is longsuffering toward us, not willing
(desiring) that any should perish, but that all should come to
repentance.” It thus is made clear that God’s will (desire) is that all
should repent and be saved. Has that ever come about in the past?
No. Is it happening now? No. Is there reason to believe it will occur
in the future? None at all. Mathew 7:13 and 14, Mathew 18:8,9,34,
and 35, 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9, and many other passages reveal that
God’s will is going to be spurned by many, even the majority,
throughout the existence of the earth.

Friends, we are not guilty of denying the power of God when we
accept the fact that He does not exercise constant control of everything
in the world. God is in control, but He is not causing men to do evil
and abuse others and violate His written will, the Bible. He IS in
control - He has the power to end the existence of this world any time
He may determine to do so. In the meantime, He is allowing men to
exercise their free moral agency and be wicked if they so choose, but
the time will most certainly come when He will put an end to it all.
Until then, let us not be guilty, either intentionally or unintentionally,
of trying to make God responsible for all that happens in the world.
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(Our God of Comfort)
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"AMIE...."

Baby Eyes, Big with questions,
So serious and, at once,
So Sad,
Looking at the turns of life
from the vantage point of
Three
"AMIE...
- How solemn and how knowing,
Those big eyes
"AMIE, when will you leave ?"
"Just tomorrow, Darling
Tomorrow is the Day we Go."
"But, AMIE...

He sets there in His

Chair

A Little man

Hands on his lap,

Dangling feet now still;

I can see his effort,

Trying not to cry

Not to be a Baby

But the tears begin

And there's a Trembling

In his lips

For the sorrow

Others

Uninvited

Bring his way :

"AMIE...

... I'll be so sad

When you go......

- Betty Burton Chonte
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- Hollis Miller
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How does God Speak to us Today ?

- Charles E. Burch
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(Is conscience a safe guide ?

- Basil Overton
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God calls us to be His Family

- Ron Bryant
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9

A Word of
Exhortation:

“Let Us” from the
book of Hebrews

. Let us FEAR.

Hebrews 4:1

. Let us LABOR.

Hebrews 4:11

. Let us HOLD FAST.

Hebrews 4:14; 10:23

. Let us PRAY.

Hebrews 4:16

. Let us GO ON.

Hebrews 6:1
(et us DRAW NEAR.
Hebrews 10:22

. Let us CONSIDER.

Rebrews 10:24

. Let us LAY ASIDE EVERY

WEIGHT.
Hebrews 12:1

. Let us RUN WTH PATIENCE.

Bebrews 12:1

10. Let us BAVE GRACE.

Hebrews 12:28

11. Let us GO FORTH.

Hebrews 12:12

12. Let us PRAISE GOD.

Hebrews 13:15

- Jim Martin
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How are people made Believers ?

§ 80 sne % @I B008 &
B ¢ 1805065 W &9 HHen
S8I0S00d VNI So(goen
&30 B, (§) oS0 sy
oo e D305 Eod” (157008
4:15). I WY BTG ao°
DFFOOZ 3?005»53:) é:soﬁag:mo
(1 B8 5:1 So805m).

Pz oary oo Sa‘smwm
DOH2EE b DBNEEE T8
TNSASrS” I 9ABaines S
50 1 Doy TELI Doy Y0
€300 8 DI DASS:.
“SorT D30ty Sos Z)azsfo;m Eeno,
%ot 09 Kro)s sy Sos
EeoXosn” (8% 10:17).

DTy BHOG ISFIK DTHHIT
D283 DGy (§° D20
oS BS S 2.5) 8 Sree T,
DOCAHIIT 5352 3 B B0t
DTG TP ag@om@& (8%
1:16).

Bt ) esgyso &5 g8y

53

- G.F. Raines

"0t SIS I 05 O3
QTGS (D80G, 53)3& wéé&;in
FPOBST dgoéeacﬁaaio, 55533&5"9)3)
8 8 IROWLED" @ RS
(S, 16:15-16).

s A5y g (SIS
S R0D2ES R (HD0KSNS eP,
DE BBRES) FESoS “DodH
SPEISSI0) Fod, FHESrSe
ADF,5» (80 Bosa(Esy,

B0 W0 &;533 PotHSE; IPE

RRYoR) I0H@Y ) WIISEINSo
OIS 9 B?,soj?\i) (e92p.5m,
2:38).

Pzo%H oard SoNwcd.
A0 DS T szﬂogﬁoomcﬁqdo.
BEIDD S FHInw JAWBIF)
BPEITIS89) JFod w@péééw
& ! FoBITE S§os
25D,

- 8.0, Boaos‘\)



HDBDRDSG® Toes;E0
The Kingdom in Prophecy

- Frank Chesser
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Who Is My Judge?

Sometimes people judge
and condemn each other.
Sometimes other people say,
“Oh, we aren't to judge any per-
sonl” Who is right? Who is our
judge?

The apostle asked: “If the
righteous one is scarcely saved,
where will the ungodly and the
sinner appear?” (1 Peter 4:18).

The promise is made, “For
we must all appear before the
Jjudgment seat of Christ, that

‘each one may receive the things

done in the body, according to
what he has done, whether
good or bad” (2 Corinthians
5:10).

Jesus warned: “He who
rejects Me and does not receive
My words, has that which
judges him — the word that |
have spoken will judge him in
the last day” (John 12:48).

It is important that we read
the Bible and obey the words
taught by Jesus. He says that
they have been given to us as a
guide to prepare us for living
now and for passing that final
examination.

No human actually has any
right to judge another. But
when the Scriptures are the
basis for teaching, encourage-
ment, or waming, that is God's
judgment, not human judgment.
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Father

4 years: My Daddy can do anything.
7 years: My Dad knows a lot... a whole lot.
8 years: My father doesn't know everything.
12 years: Oh, well, naturally Father doesn't know that either.
14 years: Father? Hopelessly old-fashioned!

21 years: Oh, that man is out of date; what did you expect?
25 years: He knows a little bit about it, but not much.
30 years: Must find out what Dad thinks about it.

35 years: A little patience; let's get Dad’s meaning first.
50 years: What would Dad have thought about that?
60 years: My Dad knew literally everything.

65 years: | wish | could talk it over with Dad once more.

— News-Times, Montgomery, AL.
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. Sunday, Monday, Wednesday & Thursday,
2:00 p.m. - 2.15 p.m.

: Every Saturday 6:30 a.m. on TV-5 Channel.
Every Monday and Tuesday 6:00 a.m. on
Subhavartha Channel

Speakers: Joshua Gootam & Ricky Gootam.
PO. Box. 80, Kakinada-533 001.

: Sunday 6:45 p.m. 7.00 p.m. and
Thursday, 6:45 p.m. 7.00 p.m.

Speaker: Sunny David,
PO. Box 3815. New Delhi - 110049.

: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday 5:30 p.m. to 5:45 p.m.

Speaker: P.R. Swamy.
P0. Box 8405, Bangalore - 560084.

MALAYALAM : Friday, 3.45 p.m. - 4.00 p.m.

Speaker: PK. Varghese, P0O. Box 5540,
Thrivandrum - 695043 (Kerala). :

Please write to these addresses for Bible correspondence courses,

Magazines, and other Christian literature in your language.

All of these Programmes are sponsored by
Churches of Christ




EVANGELIZE !

Give us a watchword for the hour,

A thrilling word, a word of power;

A battle-cry, a flaming breath,

That calls to conquest or to death;

A word to rouse the church from rest,
To heed the Master's high behest;
The call is given : Ye hosts arise,
Our watchword is EVANGELIZE !
The glad evangel now proclaim
Through all the earth in Jesus' name;
This word is ringing through the skies,
EVANGELIZE ! EVANGELIZE !
To dying men, a fallen race,

Make known the gift of gospel grace;
The world that now in darkness lies,

EVANGELIZE ! EVANGELIZE !




