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“But if I say, ‘[ will not mention Him or speak any more in His name,’
His word is in my heart like a burning fire, shut up in my bones. I am
weary of holding it in; indeed, I cannot” (Jeremiah 20:9 NIV).
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Introduction:

In my introduction to Volume I of Fire In My Bones I expressed
amazement at the missionary thread I had discovered running
throughout the Old Testament, as well as in the New Testament. As
I stated, it was abundantly clear to me by then that the Lord has
always reached out to men and women of all nations. He has always
called for repentance, on the part of all peoples. He has always antic-
ipated, through His holy messengers, the redemption of men (and
women) of every land.

So I decided, with my Lord’s guidance, to strive to make this
exciting message come to life for others. Perhaps it would show all
of us more clearly the world-encompassing nature of God’s mission,
from the beginning of time until our Lord’s return. If His concern for
lost humanity is really repeated so often throughout the entire Bible,
then we should be taking it much more seriously than we are.

This grand mission’s panorama, it turned out, could not be cov-
ered in one volume, even of fifty-two chapters. After deleting a num-
ber of pertinent messages, I had only managed to cover Genesis to
Jeremiah. Before me stretched the remainder of the Old Testament,
and who knew how many more missions themes from the New
Testament? So I determined, by the Lord’s grace, to some day write
a sequel that would pick up with Jeremiah and complete this com-
pelling biblical theme.

Now, ten years later, Volume II is complete. However, it did not
turn out quite as expected. In listing possible topics, I soon found
enough in the Gospels alone to nearly fill a volume. So I began again
to cut here and add there, picking up more themes from the Psalms,
Isaiah and Jeremiah and then moving on through the remainder of the
Old Testament, with the second half of the book reserved for dealing
with New Testament themes.

However, I again found myself with difficulties, for only by
severely limiting the topics covered, I was able to follow the mission

iv



thread just to the Great Commission. Yet that was the crucial begin-
ning point of a great new era in God’s mission to mankind. The fire
that had burned unquenchable in Jeremiah’s bones also caught flame
eventually in the bones of the apostles and other early Christians.

It was frustrating to end this second volume at the beginning, so
to speak. Perhaps some day, the Lord willing, I will be able to follow
the flaming thread of mission from Acts to Revelation and beyond.
Whether this ever occurs or not, these two volumes should suffice to
prove to us, once and for all, that God’s redemptive flame has always
burned in the hearts of His people, and must continue to burn in ours.
As I write this the flame is sputtering, and even going out, in church-
es where it once burned brightly, while in others it only now begins
to catch hold. Unfortunately, for many of us this eternal fire is an
option rather than a mandate. If it is convenient, we may fan it a bit.
My ardent prayer is that all of us may permit God’s eternal flame to
consume us with a passion for the lost of every land, rather than
merely playing with matches.



Publisher’s Statement

Several years ago we published a mission book, Fire in My
Bones, Vol. 1, by Glover Shipp. It was based on the first part of the
Old Testament, showing that from the beginning God wanted His will
proclaimed to all of His creation. Fire in My Bones, Vol. 2, was sent
to us some time later but with all of our mission work in India, and
our work here at home, we let the time slip by. We had fully intend-
ed to print it, and finally, at last, we are now doing it! This volume is
a continuation of mission studies from Jeremiah to the end of the Old
Testament

No doubt most of us read the Old Testament without ever think-
ing about missions or world evangelism. [ would like for you to read
Fire in My Bones, Volumes 1 and 2, and then [ would like to ask you
if you were aware of the emphasis found in the Old Testament on this
subject. I would say that doing this will add a new dimension and
appreciation of the Old Testament Scripture.

I have known brother Glover Shipp for a number of years. He
has distinguished himself as a missionary to Brazil, a writer, an
author of several books [of which we have published God Answers
His Mail (a book on prayer), There’s No Nut Like a Brazil Nut!,
Separate for Me, The Pilgrims (a mission book in cartoons) and
Fire in My Bones, Vol. 1], and he served for a number of years as
Managing Editor of the Christian Chronicle.

I want to personally thank Glover for his patience in waiting for
this book to be printed, and I pray that it will be an inspiration to all
who read it. I especially would hope that it may be the means of
encouraging readers to become more involved in taking the gospel of
Christ to the world, either by going themselves or by supporting,
encouraging, and praying for those who are going.

J. C. Choate
Winona, MS
January 28, 2004

vi



(Blank)

vii



Contents

The Glory of Your Kingdom .........cccceveeevienienienieniesieeienieeen, 1
The Earth Filled with the Knowledge of God..........c.ccceeevennnnnen. 4
The Precious COrmerstone ...........ccevvvereereesvereereesnesnesnesnenenns 8
Smooth Words and Seductive Visions............cceevrevercvervennennnn. 12
Prepare a Road for My People .......ccceeveviieniienienieienieieeiens 16
The Day for Extending Our Boundaries ...........ccccecevenenceenenne. 20
His Praise Fills the Earth...........ccocvevieniinieniiieieieceeeiens 23
I Will Purify the Lips of the People .......cccccoovveriiiinininene. 26
The Way of Man Is Not in Himself.............ccoovveeveciineenieenn, 30
I Will Send for Many Fishermen...........cccccvevievienienienienieeninnns 34
New Life for Dry Bones .......ccccccovevevievienienieniecienieseeneeniens 38
They Will All Have One Shepherd .........ccooveeiveiieciiiiieeee, 41
The Eternal Kingdom .........cccocveeieeciienieiieeeececeeee e 43
No Other God Can Save in this Way .......ccccccevvvevvieniienienieninns 46
The Most High Is SOVEreign .......ccccccvevvveriveviieciieiieieeieeieeienns 49
Like the Stars Forever and EVer .........c.cccocevieviieniienienieneeninnns 52
Busy with Our Own HOUSE ........cocveriieriieiieieerieesieeieeieeieeiens 56
I Will Shake all Nations ........cccccevvverierierierieneeneenieseeseeeninens 59
We Have Heard that God Is with YOU........ccccvevvevienienieiieienns 63
Not by FOrce of ATmS .......cceecvveieriiriiiiecieceeeeeseeee e 66
His Rule from Sea to S€a .......cccevveviierieriierienieneesieseeieeniens 69
Every Pot Holy to the Lord........ccccoevvevieniienienienieeeeeeeiens 72
For Such a Time as ThisS .......cccccvevierierierienieneeseeseeseeieeniens 75
The Hand of Our God ........cceeevveciieiieiieieeeeeeeeeee e 78
Rebuilding the Walls .........ccocvevienienieieieeeeeeeeeeeee s 82
So that the People May Understand ..........c.cccoeevvrevvncieecrennnnnen. 85
His Name Will Be Great Among the Nations ...........ccccceeveveneenne 88
Why Not Put God to the Test? ......cccceevverierieriierierieriereeniens 91
The King and His MESSENZETS .......cceevvverveerreerrierieieeieeieeaeenns 94
God Is Really With US .......ccccvveiieciieiieiieieceeeeeeeeve e 97
Where s the King ........ccecveeiiriiiiiieieeieeeeieee e 100
Prepare the Way of the Lord ........ccoocveeiveciieciiniinieceeeeee, 103



Fishing for Men .......cccooiiiiiiiiiiiieie e 106

Danger: Leaven at Work.........cccoevveeiveiiieciieiiniieie e, 109
Seek the Kingdom First........ccccccovvievierienienieniesieeeeeeeeeen 112
A Tree and Its Fruit ......ccccoeviveiiieiiieiieiieeeeee e 115
Shout It from the HOUSEtOPS ....ceoveveverierieiienieeieeeeeeeeeen 118
Not Peace But @ SWord .......cccoeevveiiieiiiieicecceeeeeie e 121
Blessed Are YOUr EYes ....cccccvvcveviieciieciiiiicieeieee e 125
Give Them Something to Eat .........ccoceveviiiivniiiicienieiienene 128
Seeing Jesus ONlY ......cccocvevierieniienienieeeeereeseesee e 131
Finding the LoSt ONes ........ccccvvvvveiiecieeiieieeieeieeee e 134
I Was Blind, But NOW I S€€ ....ouvvvvviiiiiiieeiiieeeeee e, 138
Give to God What IS GOA’S ......cevvveeieiiiriiiiecieciesiesee e 141
T Was HUNGIY oot 145
Overcoming the World ..........cccoeeieviiiiiniiiieeeceeeesee e 148
This Is Eternal Life ........ccoooveiiioieiiiieiecececeeee e 151
That We May All Be ONe ......cccoecvvviiiiinieiieciecieece e 155
What Shall I Do With Jesus?........cccecveviieciieciinieeieeie e 159
He Is Risen! oo 163
Christ’s Marching Orders .........coccoeevvveverieiiieniesiesiesee e 167
(07071 16] 11 53T 1 USRS 172

ix



(Blank)



The Glory Of Your Kingdom

Psalm 145

The Psalms of Israel are replete with messages that will live as
long as human beings inhabit this earth. They not only answer our
physical and moral needs, but also our profoundest spiritual longings.
They touch our deepest emotions today just as they did three thou-
sand years ago. Even more significantly, the Psalms include all
nations, striking an answering chord in every language and culture
and in every situation of life.

Eternal God as Ruler

The Psalms present the Eternal God as ruler over the universe and
all that exists within it. They show us His abiding love for His crea-
tures, and we sometimes forget, His severity toward those who spurn
His love.

All peoples are subject to Him (1 Corinthians 11:3). His majes-
tic kingdom pervades all nations, and rightly so, for He is the master
of all that He surveys. This is the theme of Psalm 145. The Psalmist
opens it on a note of praise. “I will extol thee, O God my king, and
bless thy name for ever and ever. Every day will I bless thee and
praise thy name for ever and ever.”

Proclaim His Power

What does it mean to extol the Lord? Simply this: to proclaim
His power and grace to others, to announce Him to all men, to tell of
His salvation in every land.

No matter how much we laud the Lord’s name and proclaim His
greatness, we are still unable to perceive the magnitude of His being.
Not long back in history, the multiplied millions of far-distant celes-
tial galaxies were unknown and even unimagined. Our vision of the



universe was limited to the few thousand stars we could see on a crys-
tal-clear night. But with the invention of the telescope, our celestial
horizons increased a thousandfold and then expanded thousands of
times over. We reached beyond the Milky Way to discover countless
other vast island universes, wheeling majestically by their Creator’s
eternal clock. The mind-boggling fact is that astronomers cannot
even reach the end of it all. Radio telescopes bring in an incessant
chorus of emissions from yet other galactic systems, and even detect
what may be mysterious black holes, still beyond our limited ability
to grasp. Unfathomably complex is His creation, the limits of which
we mere humans may never fully plumb.

Transmit this Message

The Psalmist commands each generation to transmit to the next
generation the knowledge of God’s marvelous works. The task
before us, then, is to share everything we know and can learn about
our God, especially with the generation which follows ours. This
must be our theme to all the world: the works of God, the splendor
of His majesty throughout the universe, His abounding goodness, His
righteousness and His salvation.

According to the Psalmist, how should we declare this sublime
message? With awe, for our Lord is awesome. It is He who created
all of the countless galaxies with their millions and billions of suns.
It is He who created this vast universe which we call outer space, with
its mysterious pulsating stars, quasars, black holes. It is He who
designed inner space, that universe of cells, atoms, chromosomes,
DNA, RNA, microbes and viruses, just as awesome in their own way
as the world of outer space.

Plugged into the Cosmos

How should we declare His message? Joyfully, with singing! If
we are His people, we are plugged into the very cosmos itself; into
the mind and heart of God. We are rich beyond all calculating and
have much to share, for we are the children of Him who made and
controls all things.



The same compassion that He shows to all of His creatures must
be seen in us, His messengers. He is constant in His love for all. His
tender care rests upon all His creatures. In the same manner we must
be constant and tender in our care for the spiritual needs of all,
regardless of race, nationality or class.

The Lord is unchanging and always faithful in His works. He
takes the hand of confused, stumbling humanity, His purpose being to
set His creatures back on the pathway to eternal glory. Think of it,
fellow Christians! We are in partnership with our Lord in the reward-
ing and redemptive task of lifting up the fallen and straightening the
backs of those bowed with the cares of sin.

Look Beyond the Stars

Mankind’s only hope is to look beyond the stars, to see our eter-
nal Maker, who is the source of all nourishment, both physical and
spiritual. His hand is bountiful. All we need to do is accept His boun-
ty and share it with others.

Even though our God created the dim frontiers of space, He is
always near to those who call on Him. Paul says it in these words:
“He is not far from each one of us, for in Him we live and move, in
Him we exist” (Acts 17:27). Therefore, we can be certain that He
hears our cry and saves us if we call on Him with singleness of heart.

Many, however, do not know Him. They have never heard of the
one supreme God, Lord of the galaxies. Paul asks, “how shall they
call on Him of whom they have not heard?” (Romans 10:14). They
have never seen His compassion nor experienced His abiding love.
They cannot picture His glorious kingdom.

Here is where we must enter their lives, to praise the Lord in their
presence and to show them how He still lives and cares for them. Our
goal, as His, is for every person to bless His name for ever and ever.



The Earth Filled with the
Knowledge of God

(Isaiah 10:33,34; 11:1-10; 12:1-6)

The prophecies of Isaiah contain many messages that touch the
deepest human needs in every generation. Even in the midst of com-
ing divine judgment against the nations, hope constantly shines
through the gloom. In God’s future theocracy, war will be forgotten.
Former enemies will be reconciled, and weapons of war will be
turned into implements for the feeding of humanity. Micah had fore-
told that every man would sit under his own fig tree and none would
make him afraid (Micah 14:1-7). Now Isaiah joins Micah in a tri-
umphant hymn of peace and spiritual prosperity, in which the prom-
ise is held out to God’s people of the Lord’s eventual Peaceable
Kingdom (Isaiah 11:6-9).

A New Branch

In the course of history great men and nations would fall as the
cedars of Lebanon. But then out of the roots of God’s fallen people,
out of the stock of Jesse, a new Branch — the hope of humanity —
would burst forth. Isaiah tells Israel and all mankind that the God-
man, Jesus, would come in the Spirit of the Lord, One who would
possess all knowledge, wisdom, understanding, counsel and power.

This coming Messiah would be an absolutely competent judge,
defending the poor and humble, while striking down the ruthless and
wicked. He would usher in for His people an era of peace, in which
even little children would be secure. What a glorious promise: in a
world corrupted by violence and injustice, Jesus brings real peace
(John 14:37). In a dangerous world constantly at war, He offers safe-
ty. In a world of enmities, He offers loving friendship. His follow-
ers are to be healers and builders rather than hurters and destroyers,
which is the normal kind of life in our often savage world.
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Filled with the Knowledge of God

Isaiah says this kind of kingdom could come about because the
land would be filled with the knowledge of the Lord, just as the
waters fill the sea. Wherever a knowledge of God’s Holy Word
reaches, wherever it saturates the land, a new peace accompanies it.
Inversely, enmities and wars indicate that God’s law is still unknown,
or at least unheeded.

There are countless schemes for bettering our world, but only one
can succeed on a permanent basis. Fill the land with the knowledge
of the Lord and we will see remarkable improvement; perfection no,
but a new, noble reason for existing. Oh, that we may hasten the day
when the lands of this earth will be saturated with the knowledge of
our Lord Jesus Christ!

Ours is a parched earth, seared by the scorching winds of adver-
sity, a globe withered by spiritual ignorance, a land in desperate need
of a spiritual outpouring. This is why we are here, to saturate the
earth with His Word. Let us be about our task, then, with all deliber-
ate haste.

Eternal Sign

It is especially challenging to note in Isaiah 11:10 that Jesus is
God’s eternal sign to all people. By His very nature He causes
nations to turn to Him, as had already been indicated in Isaiah 2.
Wherever Jesus is clearly, sincerely and energetically proclaimed,
some of many nations will rally to Him. If they have not, can the
blame lie in part with the proclaimers, as well as with the potential
hearers? Have we truly shared Him with all peoples in a way in
which they can clearly understand the message? His message per-
meated Rome, conquering the horribly bloody spectacles of the cir-
cus and arena, at a time when even the writings of the noblest of
Romans had made little or no impact on moral sickness. The human
beasts of this earth have been and can be tamed by Him. But first
they must come under His influence. We decry the malevolent nature
of various military regimes, but why do they behave as they do? Has
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anyone ever given them a sufficiently massive dose of God’s remedy,
Jesus the Eternal Prince of Peace? For a few decades prior to World
War II we gave China a “little dab” of the curing salve of God’s
Word, when the situation called for radical treatment. We have never
really offered much spiritual healing to Russia. For most of the cen-
turies of Christian history, what has been done to bless the Islamic
peoples? As was observed by one of God’s concerned spokesmen
recently, perhaps the reason why we have never made any real
inroads into the Muslim world is that we have not really cared that
much. No wonder there are wars, rumors of wars, threats and count-
er-threats! The world is sick and has little or no knowledge of the
cure that is available.

The Lord Our Healer

The Lord has shown Himself to be our deliverer and healer. But
the healing process all too often has stopped with the relatively few
of us who have received it. We have not shouted to all of those about
us in this sick world, “Look, this disease is not incurable. I have
found the remedy! You, too, can share in it.”

What does the Lord want of us? Not only to be healed — to draw
water with joy from the springs of deliverance — but also to open
these springs and share their healing waters with all others. We are
keepers of the Lord’s springs. Whether they flow well or not depends
in great part on us.

Make His Deeds Known

One great reason for our existence in His kingdom is not just to
save ourselves, but to “make His deeds known in the world around;
declare that His name is supreme” (Isaiah 12:4). We cannot possibly
consider ourselves as working members of the Lord’s imperial forces
if we fail to act as His world-encompassing heralds. Declare the
Good News, brother and sister! How else will others learn of Him?
Yes, “sing psalms to the Lord, for He has triumphed.”

¢

Look closely now at what Isaiah says next: “...and this must be
made known in all the world.” Proclaiming the Lord’s message to all
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humanity is a mandate, despite the tendency of countless churches
and individuals to consider it nothing more than an option.
Remember, reader: this Word must be made known in all the world!

“Cry out, then, shout aloud, you that dwell in Zion, you who are
citizens of His Holy city.” Why? Because “the Holy One of Israel is
among you in majesty.” But is He? Is He really among us? If so,
why are we so lacking in awe at His presence? Why are we so slow
about proclaiming Him? Why are we so negligent about announcing
His Good News to other peoples? This is a real paradox: the Eternal
King is in our midst, but we trumpet to mankind a weak, wavering
announcement of this glorious fact, rather than a strong, clear call!



The Precious Cornerstone

Isaiah, Chapter 28

One of the most amazing facts about God’s nature is that He cares
for lost humanity, in spite of our universal tendency toward rebellion
against Him. “Look at me,” says all the earth. “I am the Lord of all
that I survey. What need have I for a supreme God, to whom I must
submit?” Never in all of history have we become more arrogant than
in this scientific age, when we have discovered some of the secrets of
life’s basic building blocks and even how to rearrange them. True, a
few voices are raised in alarm. Some scientists fear that we can now
unravel the foundations of the world itself and may not find any solid
rock left on which to rebuild our civilization.

Rebellious Human Tendency

Isaiah the prophet had this same contrary human tendency to
combat. Time and again he warned the inhabitants of Ephraim and
Judah that their blind, drunken ways were leading them to disaster.
Even false priests and prophets had become besotted with wine, los-
ing their own way and that of their followers. Unteachable and inca-
pacitated to teach others, they went their sickening way. What “fun”
it was to sit amidst their own vomit! And yet they cried for yet more
wine.

No longer having any spiritual foundation for their lives, these
erstwhile spiritual leaders were ready to fall. Isaiah assured them that
their collapse was near. God had promised them rest and repose —
perfect contentment in the hollow of His protecting hand — but no,
they didn’t want that kind of peace. They had their own “peace” in
the transitory forgetfulness of drink.

Trust in Fate

Even more amazingly, these arrogant rulers of Israel had deluded
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themselves into thinking that “fate” held absolute security for them.
They boasted, “We have made a treaty with Death and signed a pact
with Sheol.” What supermen they were! They had conquered the
grave and were going to live forever. The raging floods and the con-
quering hordes would never touch them!

This is really not such an uncommon idea. Countless people
today act on the basis of fate. It does not matter what they do in this
life, however foolish it may be. They believe that if they are fated to
live, nothing can possibly happen to them. If they are ordained to die,
nothing they can do will change the fact. So they are not responsible
for their actions, being “mere puppets of capricious chance.”

Pact with Death Cancelled

But the Lord tells Jerusalem that her “charmed life” will not pro-
tect her. Her pact with death will be cancelled. Her foundations will
be shaken and her walls destroyed. Nothing will remain but anguish.
She will suddenly find “her bed too short and her sheets too nar-
row.” In Brazil’s back country where the population is generally
short, we have often tried to sleep on beds we felt had been designed
for midgets, covered by skimpy sheets that end up in a twisted ball,
giving us no protection against ever-present mosquitoes. This was
the agonizing situation in which the Jews would soon find them-
selves: exposed, vulnerable, miserable creatures, suffering the results
of their folly. Their beds were too short and their sheets too narrow
to solve their problem.

Unshakable Foundation

However, in spite of these prophecies of doom, the Lord held out
to His people a vision of how unshakable their spiritual foundation
could be if they would only believe. For example, He announced an
amazing future event as if it were already fact: “Look, I am laying a
stone in Zion, a block of granite, a precious cornerstone for a firm
foundation; he who has faith shall not waver” (Isaiah 28:16).

Of course we know today that this precious cornerstone is Jesus,
the promised Messiah. In the very heart of Zion, God’s dwelling
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place, would be laid the eternal permanent, perfectly squared founda-
tion on which all of His spiritual house would be built (Isaiah 2:20).

Out of Plumb

The world was, and is, badly out of plumb. We have built our
civilizations on sand, erecting their entire structure without a point of
reference and without a solid foundation. Through the ages humans
have at times ignored the basic principles of physics, attempting to
erect structures on inadequate foundations. Due to crowded condi-
tions in Rome, her contractors built insulae (high rise apartments)
with almost no thought given to the foundation on which they were
erected. As a result, Roman historians tell us that every inhabitant
lived in daily fear of his home falling down around his ears. In the
middle ages, Gothic cathedral construction went on a high-rise spree
in an attempt to see how far toward heaven their lofty vaulted ceilings
could soar. They were almost successful, in the case of Beauvais
Cathedral, of reaching the unheard of height of 157 feet, but sudden-
ly the ceiling collapsed. Her ruins remain as a mute testimony to
mankind’s misdirected ambitions.

No Solid Base

We can never build a lasting civilization, or even a solid life, on
our own. It will fall every time, because it was not erected on a per-
manent base. Paul tells us that “God has laid a foundation, and it
stands firm...” (2 Timothy 2:19). Egypt, Assyria, Babylonia, Greece,
Rome and countless other great empires have come and gone. Only
that nation whose God is the Lord can have any hope. Only that land
which builds its future on Christ, the Precious Cornerstone, can
expect a long-term future.

On this foundation the world can safely rest its weight. Jesus, our
Cornerstone, will neither crack nor crumble. Those who have faith in
Him shall not waver. They are built on that rock, which is Christ.
Ancient Greek temples, in all of their perfect symmetry, took every
measurement from the cornerstone. So we today must be aligned
with Christ, if we are to be true in our measure and firmly planted.
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Only One Sure Foundation

Our supposedly intelligent modern world (just as the reputedly
shrewd Jews, Greeks and Romans) has forgotten this basic fact of
life: “other foundation can no man lay, except that which is already
laid, Jesus Christ Himself” (1 Corinthians 3:11). Let us then, as
God’s builders, take the utmost heed as to how we build on that foun-
dation. Let us build solidly, for all eternity. Let us warn all peoples
to seek the true Cornerstone, which can undergird their society and
give real purpose to each individual’s life. Our very future depends
upon this eternal Cornerstone and upon our spiritual alignment to
Him.
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Smooth Words and

Seductive Visions

Isaiah, Chapter 30

All of God’s prophets suffered the results of the same rebellious
attitude on the part of Israel and Judah. Few, if any, of their country-
men wished to hear the message directed to them. This tendency
started early in the history of mankind, with the world of Noah clos-
ing its collective ears to his call for righteousness. Even before Noah,
holy Enoch was vexed by his fellowmen’s rebellion. As we read in
Jude 14,15, Enoch’s prophecy was directed against the defiant words
which godless sinners had spoken against the Lord.

Victims of Rebellion

Moses was the constant victim of uprisings against prophetic
authority, as witness the case of Korah’s rebellion. Later on, the peo-
ple turned on Samuel, preferring their own system of political and
spiritual leadership rather than the Lord’s. Then Elijah was threat-
ened, even with death. King Ahab considered him “the troubler of
Israel” (1 Kings 18:17). Following him, Elisha was ignored and
threatened with death (2 Kings 6:31).

One time evil Ahab allied himself with King Jehoshaphat of
Judah to recapture from Syria the city of Ramoth-Gilead.
Jehoshaphat, being a devout man, wished to discover God’s will
regarding this projected battle. Ahab was perfectly willing to pro-
duce some prophets, but of his own choosing. He paraded out his
four hundred puppet prophets, who danced to his tune. “Attack,
attack!” they cried, “God is with you.” But Jehoshaphet was suspi-
cious of such uniformly parroted counsel, so he asked, “Is there no
other prophet of the Lord here through whom we may seek guid-
ance?” (2 Chronicles 18:6). Ahab answered, “There is one more, but
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1 hate the man, because he never prophesies any good for me; never
anything but evil. His name is Micaiah...”

Message Ignored

And so it went for all of God’s prophets — bold, dedicated,
courageous men and women — calling for an urgent return to the
Lord. But they were ignored and even throttled, in a concerted effort
on the part of others to silence their message. Jeremiah was scorned
by the king, who cut the prophet’s message into shreds and tossed it
into the fire. Even the mighty man of God, Isaiah, was told, “You
shall not see...You shall have no true visions, use smooth words and
seductive vision. Turn aside, leave the straight path...” What was the
nation’s response to the divine message? The old refrain again, “We
will not listen to the Lord’s words. We want to hear only pleasant
things. We want smooth words from you, prophet. We want sweet
dreams. Enough of this unpleasantry.” As did the rhetoricians of
ancient Greece, these men preferred well-turned phrases, beautifully
enunciated, but lacking entirely in practical content. They wanted
life, but on their own terms.

Why did they behave in this way? The same passage says that
they were “a race of rebels, disloyal sons, sons who will not listen to
the Lord s instructions.”

Smooth Words Only

In Brazil we publish a magazine devoted to evangelism and
restoration. In it we not only present positive lessons, but also arti-
cles that cry out a warning against certain ungodly tendencies in the
culture and religions there. We attempt to be worthy messengers of
the Lord, presenting to our thousands of readers “the whole counsel
of God,” whether it be pleasant or painful. And we often receive
angry responses from readers who want us only to write about the
love of God and the immediate (but very fleeting) cure of all of life’s
problems. “Speak unto us smooth words,” they said, “we don’t want
to hear these hard things. If you persist in them, remove me from
your list of subscribers.”

13



Times have not changed a lot, have they? The world is still teem-
ing with a race of modern-day spiritual rebels. On every hand and in
every land, the vast majority prefers to remain in spiritual darkness
rather than pass through the painful, sacrificial process of adjusting to
the light of God’s Word.

He Will Be Heard

People today still refuse to listen to the Lord’s instructions. They
develop their own philosophy of life and write their own creeds.
They walk in their own pathway and insist that God’s messengers
join them in it. Some go to the extreme of attempting to rid the earth
of the Holy One. But they can never realize their goal. He will be
heard; His way will win! Even in lands where knowledge of Him is
being stifled, He will continually break out anew. Even in religious
circles, we are not immune from the corrosive influence of smooth
words and seductive visions. Sound doctrine is compromised in
favor of agreeable fellowship with all other faiths.

But what is our responsibility, both to the Lord and to mankind?
Certainly, we should become “all things to all men, that we might win
some.” We who serve in other nations must continually adapt the
divine message to the wavelength of our audience. Favorite illustra-
tions and even arguments used effectively at home fall by the way-
side in another language and culture, because their experience and

thought patterns are so different from ours.

Truth Adapted to Need

However, this principle of adaptation to others’ cultural and men-
tal patterns can never be stretched to include doctrinal adaptation.
We must reinforce, in a new setting, the truth of God’s Word. Did
Paul err in preaching in a far different manner to the Athenian
philosophers than he did to audiences in a Jewish synagogue? Of
course not! In each case he clothed the Truth to make it fit the cul-
tural situation he faced. He always used well his opportunities,
speaking with both grace and forcefulness, even to kings and gover-
nors.
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We must have a deep spiritual vision, seeing clearly God’s real,
vital message. And we must present what we see in the wisest, clear-
est way possible. We answer our critics in Brazil, “We cannot possi-
bly be worthy spokesmen of God’s will unless we present both the
positive and negative aspects of that will.” We do irreparable dam-
age, both to others and to ourselves, if we dish out only honey (which
certainly has its place) when the situation calls for the honey to be
laced with vinegar. In the face of rebellion, error and our hearers’
desire for nothing more than sweetness, it takes real men and women
of God to speak out clearly against these tendencies. Always remem-
ber that Moses’ farewell address to Israel included, not only a list of
blessings, but also some dire curses. Balanced proclaiming of the
Word today can be neither all positive nor all negative. If we love the
souls of those who are walking along the wrong pathway, we will
warn them kindly but forcefully of their mistake.
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Prepare a Road for
My People

Isaiah, Chapters 61,62

The book of Isaiah is so full of challenging messages it is diffi-
cult to decide which to include in this series and which to delete. For
example, Chapter 40 tells us to bring words of comfort to God’s peo-
ple, to continually warn them that this life is brief, but that the Lord
and His work endure forever. In this chapter we read of Zion, bringer
of Good News, who is to shout redemption’s message from the
mountain top, to lift up his voice, crying to mankind that God is here.
He is coming in might, to rule, to judge, to reward and to punish.

Separate from OQur Creator

Chapter 59 explains how our sins, individual and collective, have
separated us from our Creator. Whole nations have erected barriers
against the Lord, adding sin upon sin and rebellion upon rebellion.
Surely, this has been an outrage to the Lord, who has often found no
one to intervene; no one to attempt to right this affront against all that
is good and spiritual.

In Chapter 60 we find the Lord promising to be our everlasting
Light and our eternal Glory. In verses 21 and 22 He adds, “Your peo-
ple shall all be righteous and shall forever possess the land, a shoot
of my own planting, a work of my own hands to bring me Glory. The
few shall become ten thousand, the little nation great...”

And so it has come to pass in this Christian age. The twelve, the
120, the 500 became thousands and then millions, until half or more
of the mighty Roman Empire followed Jesus. The handful who
formed, at Brush Run, Pennsylvania, part of a restoration of the New
Testament church in the United States has become millions. The first
two or three converts in Brazil have become thousands. A single con-
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vert in Nigeria, through a correspondence course, has become a hun-
dred thousand. And so it goes around the world.

Good News to the Humble

In Chapter 61 we find Good News, indeed: “The spirit of the
Lord is upon me because the Lord has anointed me, He has sent me
to bring good news to the humble, to bind up the broken hearted, to
proclaim liberty to captives and release to those in prison, to comfort
all who mourn, to give them garlands instead of ashes.”

Our Father’s holy Redeemer, filled with His Spirit, was divinely
anointed, to become both Lord and Christ. His message, meant for
all, would be received primarily by the poor and humble, who gener-
ally accept it gladly, much more so than those who feel smugly con-
tent in their more privileged positions in life. His message is Good
News because it brings hope to the hopeless, binds up the spiritual
wounds of the brokenhearted and frees those who are captives of sin,
imprisoned by their own vices. Yes, His gospel is a real comfort to
the countless souls of this earth who mourn their lot in life and the
darkness of death that hovers over them constantly.

A Relentless Wheel

Few Americans really know these days what it is to be ground
under by the relentless wheel of poverty, ignorance, disease. But the
billions who exist in other densely populated lands recognize its
sound and feel, as it crushes human life to a fine powder, blown away
by every adverse wind. To such multitudes the Lord’s Good News
would be welcome indeed if they but heard it clearly announced. His
salvation, and the eternal hope He offers men and women, frees them
forever from their slavery to a degrading system, where life is worth
little and hope even less. But those who do hear the Good News and
accept it are disrobed of their tattered spiritual rags and reclothed
with garments of splendor. No greater gift can we share with the
masses of humanity than this: to offer them robes of righteousness in
place of their rags, anointing oil in place of fears, garlands of flowers
for eternity in place of the ashes of hopelessness.
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A New Name and Relationship

And above all, we can offer others a new name — Christian —
and place on their heads a glorious crown of sonship to God. No
more will they be called forsaken. No more shall the great fields of
the world be called desolate, for these lands shall be Beulah, wedded
to their saving Lord. Surely He will rejoice over them and bless
them, as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride.

What a glorious privilege it is to participate in this holy task of
changing hearts and giving them real liberty and purpose. Such serv-
ice is worthy of blessings. As Chapter 62 says it, “Those who bring
in the corn shall eat and praise the Lord and those who gather the
grapes shall drink in my holy courts.” Our task is noble, earth-sav-
ing and of the utmost urgency. “You who invoke the Lords name,
take no rest, give him no rest until he makes Jerusalem a theme of
endless praise on earth” (Isaiah 62:6,7).

Think of Russia and China, of the emerging nations of Africa,
Asia and Oceania. Think of the multiplying millions of Latin
America. Spiritually these are largely roadless lands. Go out,
builder, and construct highways of righteousness! Build a way to
people’s hearts. Clear out the boulders of ignorance, superstition and
false doctrine. Make it a freeway of ready access to the eternal Lord.
Raise a clear signal to all humanity that here is the new and living
highway, promised long ago by the Lord.

Deliverance Here

Share His proclamation with earth’s farthest bounds, announcing,
“Behold, your deliverance has come” (verse 11). This is our burden
and this is our theme: “Brazil, Russia, all peoples of the earth, your
deliverance is here! Liberty from enslavement is available to you,
regardless of race, religion or philosophy.”

These nations of God’s earth are a “people long sought”. He is
there to be sought by peoples who did not ask; to be found by those
who did not seek Him. He says, “Here am I, here am I” to nations
that have seldom if ever invoked Him by name (Isaiah 65:1). He
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longs for them to be called His Ransomed Ones. He realizes His
longing largely through us, His spokesmen. What shall we say, then,
to our lost and suffering world? If we fulfill our part of His eternal
plan, then all nations will come to bow down before Him (Isaiah
66:23), and we will have the great satisfaction of knowing that we
have played an essential part in this noblest of all missions.
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The Day for Extending
Our Boundaries

Micah 7:11,12

The Old Testament prophets were not only preachers, but also
seers, to whom God granted brief glimpses into the future. They were
His spokesmen and judges, thundering out their divinely inspired
warnings to a rebellious, destruction-bent people. At the same time,
they were messengers of hope for the faithful remnant of God’s peo-
ple.

Micah was one such prophet, acting as a public prosecutor in the
name of the Lord. He brought God’s judgment against Samaria and
Israel, rebuking forcefully their leaders and prophets. He warned
government officials against their constant tendency to devour their
own people, urging them to practice justice instead of oppression. He
condemned false prophets for leading the people astray, warning
them that they would find themselves in utter darkness, for the Lord
would no longer reveal His will to or through them: “Therefore night
shall bring you no vision, darkness no divination, the sun shall go down
on the prophets, the day itself shall be black above them. Seers and
diviners alike shall blush for shame; they shall all put their hands over
their mouths, because there is no answer from God” (Micah 3:6,7).

And how these false shepherds had led their people into dark-
ness! No upright man remained in the land, because of their influ-
ence. The entire country had become one vast trap, with everyone
lying in wait to ensnare his brother. Not even one’s own family was
safe from intrigue, for sons dishonored their fathers and daughters
their mothers, to the point where a person’s greatest enemies were
members of his or her own household. On the commercial and polit-
ical scene conditions were just as bad, for judges accepted bribes and
the powerful forced their will upon the nation.
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Very few, like God’s prophet Micah, keep watch for the Lord.
Only a pitiful handful warned Israel that the day for divine visitation
was at hand. However, Micah, like the other true prophets, was
unable to do much spiritual building. As happens so often today in
churches, their time was largely taken up with mending fences, put-
ting out fires and strengthening existing walls; worn out with mem-
ber maintenance ministries. They had little time or energy left for
extending the spiritual boundaries of Israel.

Centuries later, during the period of post-exilic restoration, the
time came for rebuilding the nation and its institutions. The time
came for extending the borders of Israel, to encompass the total terri-
tory that the Sovereign God had intended for His people.

We live today in another period of restoration and of extending
the boundaries of our Lord’s Kingdom. Praise God for this, for there
is nothing more self-defeating than attempting merely to hold on to
former conquests, to shore up our defenses and to put out the fires of
dispute and division in our ranks. In time of war troops tend to be
united in one great cause, but deliver us from times of peace, for then
the troopers, cooped up in garrisons, dedicate their energies to
infighting. I am reminded of a scene from the story, Beau Gest, in
which the mad sergeant-major turned a machine gun on his own
legionnaires and then, when the real enemy appeared, there was no
longer a sufficient number of troops to defend the fort.

In our troubled world of today, this is no time to turn our weapons
loose on our fellow soldiers or even to hold on desperately to ground
which we have gained in former decades. This is a day for extending
the spiritual boundaries of the Kingdom. This is a period for winning
new peoples for Christ, for besieging the hundreds of exploding met-
ropolitan centers of our world.

This is a time for all-out mobilization rather than token warfare.
In December, 1941, when our country faced the certainty of armed
conflict, the nation geared up as never before to win the war, and not
just to keep the Japanese out of Hawaii or the Germans out of
England. As discovered by enemy forces, when our war machine was
rolling at its peak there was no end to our troops, planes, ships and
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arms. However, such an effort, dedicated as it was, cannot even
begin to compare to the sacrifice required by our Commander-In-
Chief as we face the noble task of extending His spiritual boundaries
to all peoples.

This has never yet been done, at least in modern times. We face
a situation much like that which we and our allies encountered on that
bleak Sunday in December, 1941. We were cast down, but not yet
defeated. We came back and experienced sweet victory in 1945. For
awhile after the war it appeared that another great victory would be
achieved; that our spiritual forces might really conquer the world, but
then somewhere along the line of march, we sat down to rest and
bicker among ourselves. Today we can look back and see that we
have suffered a greatly diminished fighting force, that we have lost
ground once conquered and that many other territories still await our
first spiritual invasion.

This is a day for extending our boundaries on into the Muslim
world, the communist world, the world of China, Mongolia, and
India. Let us then return to aggressive warfare rather than sitting
entrenched in our own foxholes, fearful even of our own fellow
troops.
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His Praise Fills the Earth

The Book of Habakkuk

There is only one thing that many of us recall from the life and
prophecies of Habakkuk, a little known figure during the later and
disastrously declining history of Judah. Thanks to a hymn, we
remember Habakkuk 2:20, which says, “But the Lord is in his holy
temple; let all the earth be silent before him.”

However, there is much more in that little three-chapter Old
Testament gem than this passage, as inspiring as it is. For example,
verse 20 is really a conclusive answer to idolatry, so aptly described
in verses 18 and 19 of the same chapter: “Woe to him who says to
wood, ‘Come to life!’ or to lifeless stone, ‘Wake up!’ Can it give
guidance? It is covered with gold and silver, there is no breath in it.”

“On the contrary,” declares the prophet, “there is a real God, in a
real eternal temple. He lives and gives guidance to His earth. He is
sovereign. Therefore, let all the earth prostrate itself and be silent in
reverence before Him.” Yes, this is the one true God. He revealed
Himself in all of His power in Egypt and on Mt. Sinai. Plagues went
before Him and pestilence followed His steps. He stood and shook
the earth. Egypt, Canaan and all other lands trembled at His power
(Joshua 2:8-11). Lightning flashed from His hand on the holy mount.
His splendor was like that of the sunrise. His glory covered the heav-
ens and His praise filled the earth.

This is the God of Heaven, the Adonai, the Ancient of Days, the
awesome Creator and Lord of all mankind. This is the God whose
glory covered the heavens and whose praise filled the earth. This is
the Sovereign Lord at whose feet all nations were to bow.

To this end were all of us humans formed: to fill the earth with
His praise. Every baby born to every mother, irregardless of race,
color or status, is given life and breath, not merely to cry for food and
self-satisfaction, but rather to glorify the name of God. As Paul
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reminded the Athenian philosophers, “We are His offspring”. We
live and move and have our very being in Him. Since we are depend-
ent on our divine Creator for all things, it is a small thing, really, to
spend our lives in vibrant praise to Him. Yet if someone were to limit
us to prayers that included nothing but praise rather than petitions and
even demands, for how long could we continue praying? Five min-
utes? Two? One?

Yes, we Christians of all people should be rich in our praise life.
However there is much more to praise than simply mouthing
“Hallelujah”, “Praise the Lord”, “Amen” and other favorite formulas.
To be real praise, our outpourings of glory and thanksgiving to our
Creator cannot and must not stop with us. They must reach out to
include others. Our Sovereign God cannot be satisfied with secret
praise, as satisfying as that may be to our own souls. Praise must rip-
ple out, as still water when a stone is dropped into its depths. Praise
must reach others and draw them also into our “hallelujah chorus”.

Can you imagine a chorus of millions of voices? Even one of
five hundred singers is inspiring, as it vibrates the walls of a concert
hall. Ponder, then, the soaring sound of heaven. Revelation 19
describes the roar of a great heavenly multitude lifting its collective
voice in praise to the Lord Almighty. This is what our God desires.
He longs to hear an innumerable host from all nations, tribes and
tongues, joined in worship to His name. He longs for His praise to
fill the earth.

Instead, our earth is filled with violence, blasphemy and the idol-
atry of praise directed toward Krishna, Buddha, images and spirits of
every description, and even to human beings, arms, power and
wealth. Many praise these false gods because they do not know the
true God. No one has ever told them that He, alone, is in His holy
temple; that He, alone, is on the throne.

Oh, for the day when the land will ring with His name and the
earth will be filled with His praise! We who honor His name should
be the first to echo His praise in every place where He is not yet
known. As Paul asked, “How shall they call on Him of whom they
have not heard?” (Romans 10:14). In other words, how shall our
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earth ever learn to bow in awe or lift its voice in praise to a Creator
whom it has never known? Habakkuk reminds us that the earth is to
be filled with praise to our glorious God. That it is not so filled is
painfully obvious. Whose is the blame? Ponder this seriously,
believer.
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I Will Purity the
Lips of the Peoples

Zephaniah 3:9

Oh, how we get into trouble with our lips! Treacherous lips and
lying tongues, tongues that spread gossip, intrigue and false witness,
that blaspheme their Creator! All of us are guilty of misusing that
organ called the tongue, which although small, boasts great things. In
James 3:1-12 we clearly see our defects and inconsistencies, for with
our tongues we praise God and at the same time curse our fellow
human beings, made in God’s image. Or with our lips we defile
God’s nature, calling on saints, images, spirits, demons and other
“gods” of this world.

This is exactly what ancient peoples, including the Jews, did.
Prideful Moab and Ammon had mocked God’s chosen people and
would pay a high price for their insulting words. Assyria had loudly
proclaimed, “I am, and there is none beside me.” By the days of
Zephaniah the prophet, however, Ninevah was in ruins. Samaria,
perched on her fortified hilltop and squandering her life on luxuries
and the grossest of idolatry, had been inordinately proud of her place
in the world. However, she too had been destroyed, again because of
boastful pride.

Did Jerusalem Learn Her Lesson?

Now Jerusalem, God’s chosen city, saw all of this and certainly
avoided the same fatal error, right? Wrong! Instead of learning from
example and heeding her Lord’s warnings, Jerusalem too continued
in her arrogant way. Her prophets were treacherous and her priests
profane. Her officials were roaring lions, seeking more victims to
devour. The avenging angel of God had destroyed other nations and
cities about her. With this dramatic example before her eyes, surely
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she would accept her just correction! Tragically, no, she would not.
He, therefore, decided to pour out His wrath upon her and upon all
such rebellious peoples, consuming them with fire.

Cleansed Hearts and Purified Lips

Out of that divine holocaust He would rescue those of purified
hearts and lips, those who would sing His praises. Not only would
He restore and cleanse His own people, but He would also purify the
lips of other peoples, “that all of them may call on the name of the
Lord” (Zephaniah 3:9,10). Not just a people, but peoples would be
cleansed and called to Him, to sing His praises. From beyond the
land of Cush (the upper Nile region, symbolizing the farthest known
reaches of the earth) His scattered worshippers would bring Him
offerings. They would unite in His presence, worshipping and serv-
ing Him shoulder to shoulder.

In this great prophetic vision Zephaniah reminds us that it has
always been the Lord’s will to draw men and women of all lands,
tribes and tongues to Him, to forget their national and racial differ-
ences and to praise Him in a myriad of languages.

Stouthearted Men

In Sigmund Romberg’s New Moon the hero of the story sings of
ten stouthearted, dedicated men, whose example would soon attract
ten thousand more, all shoulder to shoulder and bolder and bolder, as
they march forward in a common cause.

Although this theme song deals with human liberty, the idea
behind it is very much valid in the spiritual realm. Our Lord took
twelve men, rather than ten, cleansed and empowered by His Spirit,
and with them stormed the world with His message. In that band
there were no longer Jews nor Greeks, slaves nor free, male nor
female, but all were one in Him, shoulder to shoulder. Soon, only
decades later, their number reached tens and then hundreds of thou-
sands. They even infiltrated the emperor’s elite Praetorian Guard and
then his own household.
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First, however, these recruits to a great cause had to be cleansed
of their idolatry, immorality and vice in order to march with their
Leader. Cleansed by their Lord, as had occurred to another of His
recruits in Isaiah 6, they were enabled to sing His praises and tell all
peoples of His glory.

Times Haven’t Changed

Times have not really changed. Human beings today are as blas-
phemous and idolatrous as ever. They are divided into countless ide-
ologies, faiths, sects and parties. Unity, even within their own nation-
al boundaries, is often non-existent. They desperately need, as much
as in Zephaniah’s day, to be cleansed by God and united in a cause
that is worthy of their wholehearted loyalty. No other cause can be
compared to the divine calling, which can break down every barrier
and win every spiritual battle. In each country God has potential war-
riors who will lay aside all personal impediments in order to obey His
marching orders. It is the task of those of us already in His ranks to
seek out such recruits and prepare them for His service.

Our Lord wants all of His creatures, among all of the peoples, to
call on His name. This is where we, His already prepared soldiers,
enter the scene. It is His will that we use our cleansed lips to share
His calling with others of all lands. We cannot do this by remaining
behind in the safety of our home fortress, but rather by standing
shoulder to shoulder in the front lines of His far-flung battlefields,
shouting His battle cry! He wants all peoples of the earth purified, so
that they too may join with us in our cry of conquest and our shout of
glory to His name.
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Before God’s Throne

Before God’s throne
One day shall stand
All tribes of earth
In Heaven’s land.
The righteous then
He will receive;

All those who

In His Son believe.

Chorus
All nations, tribes and tongues
Shall Him proclaim,
Shall tell His fame;
Confess His name.
All nations, tribes and tongues
Shall Him proclaim;
Confess His name
In the Heavens.
(From a song by the author, 1980)
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The Way of Man Is
Not in Himself

Jeremiah 10:23

Jeremiah knew! He was profoundly and personally acquainted
with human nature. He saw his own people crumble spiritually from
the brilliant restoration brought about by dedicated King Josiah to the
depths of idolatrous perversion under Josiah’s son, Manasseh. Only
a generation before, the people of God had pledged themselves to a
new covenant with the Lord (2 Kings 23:1-3). They had promised
solemnly to obey the Lord and to keep His commandments, His tes-
timonies and His statutes, with all of their collective heart and soul.
Moreover, they kept their promise reasonably well for awhile.

Transmission Failure

They forgot one thing, however. They failed to transmit this new
sense of dedication to their children. In the very next generation both
king and subjects fell from the grace of their fathers, reverting to all
of the iniquities of their more remote ancestors. We humans do not
really change, do we? How often a father is righteous, as in the case
of Samuel, Hezekiah or Josiah, but his children are evil.

Someone observed long ago that the outward religious trappings
of a godly father may be passed on to his sons and daughters who
absorb some of the facts of his faith, but not his experience or spirit
in following his faith. His children may only go through the rituals
of his faith, sensing little of its real essence. In other words, they still
follow the form, without understanding or making their own its func-
tion. Then when the grandchildren come onto the scene, they are
very likely to reject even the form, for they no longer see any partic-
ular substance to it.
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The Weeping Prophet

Faithful Jeremiah saw a whole generation pass and a new one
come onto the stage to play its unholy role, worse than anything its
fathers had played. No wonder he is called the “weeping prophet™!
We who care about the Lord’s will are often frustrated no end by
humanity’s perverse tendency to close its ears to the truth and go on
its mad way to Hell. If this is so with us, surely we can understand
why Jeremiah wept so bitterly over lost Jerusalem.

The whole sordid history of Israel’s and Judah’s rebellion against
Jehovah and their longing after the earthy gods of the land must have
flashed before Jeremiah’s eyes daily. He knew they were about to fall
over the precipice and attempted to warn them, but to no avail. He
knew that even the more spiritually-informed Israelite could not,
alone, direct his or her own steps. Jeremiah saw on every hand clear
evidence that the true way cannot be found by human strength, for
left to our own resources, we will almost always take the easier, more
ungodly path, the one that leads downhill. This is exactly what Paul
tells us in Romans 1 to 3. The world had known God at one time, but
had foolishly perverted its faith into a filthy, cancerous thing, self-
destructive in its very nature. So Paul had to conclude that “there is
no just man, not one; no one who understands, no one who seeks
God” (Romans 3:10). Yes, mankind is debased, just as in the times
of Jeremiah.

Same Kind as Ever

During the century before World War I certain philosophers
expressed the idea that “every day in every way” the world was
becoming better and better. Not just one, but two horribly destructive
world wars, the atomic bomb and countless shocking acts of brutali-
ty in our century prove conclusively that humanity is not getting bet-
ter and better, but is really the same as ever, with a potential for good,
but a penchant for evil. Scratch our skin and we find just beneath the
surface raw animal instincts and even hardened cruelty beyond any-
thing practiced by animals.

31



Because of this some have despaired, even blaming Christianity
for having failed to civilize mankind after two thousand years of try-
ing. So they have sought other religions and philosophies in a vain
attempt to find that mystical key that will lock up our animal nature
and guarantee our wholesomeness.

Not in Himself

However, this key they will never find, not in any philosophy or
in any strictly human endeavor. Jeremiah told us long ago, “I know
that the way of man is not in himself. It is not within man that walketh
to direct his own steps” (Jeremiah 10:23).

Undoubtedly, we Christians realize that only God can direct our
steps. Surely we understand that the ways that seem right to the
world are really the ways of death. Then why are we so slow to
accept this incontrovertible fact? Why are we so reluctant to show
that we accept it? Why are we so uncertain with our trumpet call; so
weak with our warning to others that they never realize the pathways
they are following lead only to death? Perhaps one of the surest signs
that it is not in us to direct our own steps is the feeble way in which
we whisper out the eternal warning that danger lies ahead.

No Cry of Alarm

Many of us have heard the story of the jungle drums beating and
the nightmarish dream one man had of blind souls falling over a
precipice, with almost no one there to warn them back. No one is
more hypocritically evil than the person who knows that a fellow
human sojourner is about to go over the cliff to eternal destruction
and yet indifferently watches him fall screaming to his death, with
never a word of warning.

Yet, isn’t this what we are doing when we know that most people
of most races and nations are really blind, groping along in a futile
effort to find their own way, yet we leave them to their fate?
Unfortunately, most human beings are absolutely ignorant of God’s
way. Most of earth’s inhabitants have no idea of what cause to fol-
low. At best, they are only vaguely aware that somehow their own
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direction in life ends in a shambles of broken dreams and dying body.
One very pronounced illustration of our inability to direct our own
steps is seen in the current population explosion. The earth’s present
five billion inhabitants will be six and a half billion in fourteen more
years, barring any drastic change in the present growth rate. As Billy
J. Henry points out so clearly, “The answer to our population-space-
food problem...rests with God’s wisdom working hand-in-hand with
man’s ability. Mankind by itself cannot accomplish the task! And it
is good for us to remember, as did Job, that no purpose of God can be
stopped” (Firm Foundation, June 21, 1977, p. 12).

Direction Found Only in God

What can we do about our dilemma? Nothing, until we realize
once and for all that the true way of mankind can only be found in
God. When we really understand this it will become much easier for
us to help others of all lands to find the highway that leads to life.

No one has ever lived who could make it through life alone.
Whether we live or die, says Paul, we are the Lord’s (Romans 14:8).
Let us begin to really live for Him and walk in His way, as an exam-
ple to others. Then when we preach “one way to Heaven”, our mes-
sage will be consistent and will attract others from their lonely
destructive path to God’s great and peaceable highway.
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I Will Send for
Many Fishermen

Jeremiah 16:16-21

The Old Testament prophets were subject to emotion and dis-
couragement. In Chapters 15 and 20 of his narrative, Jeremiah con-
fessed his desire never to have been born. He felt that his entire life
had been an unending experience of strife, rejection and persecution.
He felt totally alone in the world. His pain was continual and his spir-
it was wounded almost beyond healing.

Implicit Trust

The Lord again promised, as He had done at His initial calling in
Chapter 1, that Jeremiah would stand before kings and be God’s
spokesman, if only he returned to trusting implicitly in the personal
leadership of God in his life. Jeremiah would be “impregnable, a
wall of bronze”. His enemies would attack him, but would not pre-
vail. Why? Because the Lord would be with him to save and deliver.

However, to receive such divine deliverance, Jeremiah would
have to remain faithful to his Lord, suffering in silence and explain-
ing yet again to the people that their doom was coming because they
had confided in the lifeless wood and metal of their idols rather than
in their living Creator.

Then in verse 16, Jeremiah was told by God: “I will send for
many fishermen...and they shall fish for them. After that I will send
for many hunters, and they shall hunt them out from every mountain
and hill and from the crevices in the rocks.”

Two Applications

This passage can be applied in at least two ways. First, the Lord
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would search out His rebellious, idolatrous people as a trout fisher-
man searches in those deep, quiet pools or rippling rapids where the
rainbow are most likely to be found. Then He would catch them in
His net and send them into captivity.

Once there, and having fulfilled the seventy-year term of punish-
ment meted out by divine Justice, their descendants would be hunted
out of the rocks and crevices of their land of exile and would be
brought back “to the soil which I gave their forefathers” (verse 15).
None would escape this two-fold fishing and hunting, for the Lord’s
eyes would be on all of their ways.

Echoing a theme found in various psalms, Jeremiah then cried
out: “Oh Lord, my strength and my stronghold, my refuge in time of
trouble, to Thee shall the nations come from the ends of the earth and
say, Our forefathers inherited only a sham, an idol vain and useless.
Can man make gods for himself? They would be no gods. Therefore,
I am teaching them, once for all will I teach them my power and my
might, and they shall learn that my name is the Lord” (verses 19-21).

To His followers the Lord has always promised His personal
presence (John 14:16,17; Romans 8:9; Ephesians 3:17). If He is with
us and for us, we too shall be impregnable, a wall of bronze, turning
away every fiery dart of the enemy. In this world we are constantly
surrounded by spiritual danger, but Jesus instructs us to be of good
cheer for He has overcome the world for us (John 16:33).

Faithful to Our Calling

Therefore, we can confidently face all opposition, as impregnable
fortresses, as radiation shields that permit no harmful beams to pene-
trate. The only requirement He has given us in order to receive such
victorious assurance in our service to Him is that we remain faithful
to our calling.

And for what are we called? To be fishermen and hunters for the
Lord. Any good angler knows how to seek out the fish. He also
knows how to research his potential catch, to find what lure will best
attract it. He doesn’t try to catch fish with a bare hook, but with the
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bait that is most natural and attractive for the particular kind of fish.
He also must wait patiently for a bite. Only at the right moment can
he set the hook and pull in his catch. If he is nervous and impatient,
or if he uses the wrong bait, his trophy will get away.

Real and Felt Needs

God’s fishermen go where there are souls to catch. They learn
both the felt and ultimate needs of lost human souls and how best to
utilize these needs to attract them to Christ. Some use false lures —
material inducements, supposedly instantaneous cures, emotional
excitement — to draw men to their cause. The one true lure is Jesus.
Lesser bait will soon lose its attraction.

Just as the fisherman knows his fish and lures him skillfully, so
the good hunter knows his game and stalks it carefully, even over the
most difficult of terrains. God’s hunters do not rest along the high-
way or remain in the meadows. They track down souls in even the
most inaccessible places.

Potential Catch

The earth is filled with a potential catch of millions. This catch,
however, exists where and when the Lord wills. Just as He com-
manded the disciples to move their net to the other side of the boat
(John 21:6), so He moves His fishermen and their nets today where
He wills — where the fish are ready, according to His divine kairos,
or timing.

Another consideration about fishing for souls: there is always
more catch than there are fishermen. In many lands the number of
spiritual anglers may not pass a handful. In the great country of
Brazil, for instance, the fish number more than a hundred and forty
million, but the spiritual fishermen are few indeed. Our Lord prom-
ised in Jeremiah 16 that He would send for many fishermen. He still
calls them, more so than ever, but how many will respond? His stead-
fast goal, as always, is to bring multitudes into His net, but He never
does this without human fishermen casting the net for Him.

36



Fishermen Needed

Have you ever noticed that very few fish voluntarily jump into a
boat? Fishermen are needed. The Lord depends on His disciples to
fish for Him. He calls for many fishermen, because the catch is great.
How can we ever be satisfied, then, with the very few fishermen
being sent out when we can see clearly that He wants and needs many
more? His catch will never be brought in from the ends of the earth
without a dedicated host of fishermen casting and hauling in His nets.

On the coast of Brazil tough, experienced teams of fishermen
work together as one man to draw in their great surf nets, which
stretch for a half mile out beyond the breakers. One or two fishermen
cannot hope to manage those heavy seines. A team must pull togeth-
er, by means of signals, until the two far-removed ends of the net are
brought together and pulled onto the beach. By the same token,
teams of soul fishermen, tough and experienced, are needed in all
lands to cast their nets and draw in God’s catch. Are you willing to
answer His continual, urgent call for fishermen?
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New Life for Dry Bones

Ezekiel 37:1-14

The La Brea Tar Pits in Los Angeles, California, have yielded
thousands of bones of extinct animals. Trapped for long ages in semi-
liquid asphalt, entire skeletons have been preserved in near-perfect
condition. These remains are a fascinating window into the past.
However, there is one significant ingredient missing — they are sim-
ply a pile of bones with no life in them.

Ezekiel’'s Valley of Dry Bones

One day the prophet Ezekiel was confronted in a vision with an
entire valley filled with bleached bones, just as those retrieved from
the tar pit. What did all of this mean? And why the question posed
by the Lord, “Son of man, can these bones live?” Ezekiel was per-
plexed, knowing that the restoration of dry skeletons to life was
beyond human capacity, so he answered, “O Sovereign Lord, you
alone know.”

Then the Lord answered him: “Prophesy to these bones and say
to them, Dry bones, hear the word of the Lord...I will make breath
enter you, and you will come to life... Then you will know that I am the
Lord.”

True to his Sovereign’s orders, Ezekiel prophesied and as he did
so, there was a great rattling sound as thousands of bones came
together to form complete skeletons. Tendons and flesh then
appeared, but as yet there was no life in these zombie-like bodies.

Ezekiel was then commanded to prophesy again: “Come, O
wind, from every quarter and breathe into these slain, that they may
come to life.”

So Ezekiel prophesied and breath entered the lifeless bodies.
They came to life and stood up, a vast army. The Lord then explained
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to Ezekiel that the bones represented the whole house of Israel, whose
bodies had shrivelled away and all hope was gone. Only the Giver
and Restorer of life could put His Spirit anew in His people, so that
they might live. If they would heed the words of the prophet, God
would bring them back to spiritual life.

Have Times Changed?

Times have not changed since the days of the prophet. The world
is still filled with the dead bones of lost humanity whose spiritual
hope is gone. Everywhere, in every land, cities and towns, villages
and farmlands are stacked high with the spiritually dead. Of course
they may be alive physically, but in a moral and spiritual sense they
are without life. As Paul said in Ephesians 2, they are dead in their
trespasses and sins — drink, drugs, promiscuity, thievery, violence,
jealousy, discord, rage, selfish ambition, dissension, infidelity and a
host of other debilitating practices that have left them without God
and without hope.

A casual glance at the television news and the daily paper con-
firms this fact. Death, both physical and moral, is a prevailing theme.
Mankind reaches for the stars with one hand and the gutter with the
other. People smoke, drink and drug their life away. Eventually,
without the powerful hand of the Lord to bring them back to life, their
spirits are as lifeless as the bleached skeletons in Ezekiel’s valley of
dry bones.

Praise the Lord, There Is Hope

There is hope, however, for our stricken world. The same Lord
who created all of us placed within us His Spirit. This powerful Spirit
of God is able and willing to recreate us, bringing life to bodies con-
demned to eternal death.

The Lord did not restore Israel to life, however, without Ezekiel’s
participation. God’s man was required to prophesy to the dead bones
and only then did they stir. Likewise today, the Sovereign Lord
brings spiritual life through the active participation of His messen-
gers. It is our indispensable task to proclaim our Lord’s Good News
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to those lost in sin, bringing to them all of the life-restoring power of
His Word. Then, and only then, can they begin to stir anew.

However, there is much more to this process than a mere stirring
of bones. Our hearers must be brought also to conviction and finally
to a new birth as His Spirit enters and energizes them. Of course,
immediately after birth there is an urgent need for nourishing. Thus,
the messenger’s task goes beyond bringing life, for it also includes
assisting the converts in their growth toward spiritual maturity.

New Life for Dry Bones

It is our Lord’s wish to bring life to all of earth’s valleys of dry
bones. He desires to place these countless dead again on their feet
and to make of them a vast army for His service. He chooses to do
this with our cooperation, for He has limited His spiritual resurrection
outreach to human instrumentality. He requires His messengers
today, as always, to announce to the billions of earth’s dead, “This is
what the Sovereign Lord says...” We hold life eternal on our tongues.
Will we remain forever mute or will we speak out? Will His message
bring new life to multitudes or will it be “the greatest story never
told™?
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They Will All Have
One Shepherd

Ezekiel 37:15-28

One of the most telling prophetic methods practiced in Old
Testament times was that of the use of objects to illustrate spiritual
principles. In Ezekiel, chapter 37, the prophet was told to take sticks
representing Ephraim and Judah, joining them together to symbolize
the rejoining of Israel and Judah after the captivity. This is what the
Lord revealed to Ezekiel: “I will take the Israelites out of the nations
where they have gone. [ will gather them from all around and bring
them back into their own land. I will make them one nation...There
will be one king over all of them...My servant David will be king over
them, and they will all have one shepherd.”

What a glorious promise! One day there would be a united peo-
ple, bound to her Lord by an everlasting covenant and ruled by a holy
Prince. That covenant, as Jeremiah 31:31-34 indicates, would be the
Christian Covenant and the king David mentioned in this passage in
Ezekiel would be the Christ, God’s eternal Shepherd. Our Lord has
always insisted on the uniting of His children — His true Israel of
God (Galatians 6:16). Jesus prayed for the unity of His followers
(John 17:21). Paul preached unity to the Corinthians, Philippians and
Ephesians. While men have the suicidal urge to divide and redivide,
just as happened in the times of King Rehoboam, God has the desire
to draw them together into His one body, in which there is no racial,
class or other distinction. Humans fragment; God unites. Humans
destroy; God rebuilds.

In order to accomplish this spiritual rebuilding program, a New
Covenant was absolutely essential. Earlier covenants had served
their purpose. In the case of the Mosaic Covenant, God’s people had
violated its terms times without number. Not only this, they had
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wrongly assumed that because they were God’s chosen people, this
made them exclusive and superior to other nations. The New
Covenant would reveal a universal dimension, as had the Noahic
Covenant. It would embrace all peoples for all time. Every tribe,
tongue and nation would come under its sway.

The Promised Messiah

Time itself would be split down the middle by the advent of the
covenant’s presiding King — Jesus, the Messiah. Calendars still
carry a dateline of A.D. (anno domini, or In The Year Of Our Lord)
that indicates His importance to all of history. The promised Messiah
would rule as a second David; a Shepherd King, tenderly caring for
His flock. Not only this, for He would be one shepherd, guiding one
people. Again we see the unity theme in God’s eternal plan.
Mankind has created many shepherds, each leading his own flock.
God promised one shepherd only. If any person is to find true spir-
itual pastures, it will be only under the guidance of God’s eternal
Shepherd. There is no other guide who can lead us to life.

All the while God’s Shepherd King, Jesus, stands with arms out-
stretched to welcome all of us to His fold, promising us peace and
spiritual prosperity under His protection. Incredibly, the world
appears to prefer its own king of “peace and prosperity”, despite the
fact that humanly-devised prosperity is fleeting and humanly-
arranged peace is a delusion.

For nearly two thousand years God’s great Shepherd has held out
the olive branch of peace to a war-torn globe. And for almost two
thousand years He has called on His messengers to proclaim His lib-
erty to a fragmented world. The need for a united world under one
Shepherd-King is greater than ever. Other ideologies are being pro-
claimed, loudly and fervently. However, there exists but one Being
who can bring divided mankind together: Christ, the Lord of lords
and King of kings.

Let us then present Him to the world as the only true Shepherd
and King qualified to rule in the hearts of human beings.
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The Eternal Kingdom

Daniel, Chapter 2

Was it something he ate? Was it the pressures he faced as ruler
over a vast empire? Was it an omen? Whatever the cause, King
Nebuchadnezzar was troubled by dreams — nightmares that evident-
ly he could not even recall clearly afterward, let alone decipher. He
was restless and cranky, perturbed by the fleeting images in his sub-
conscience.

So, as any potentate of ancient times would have done, especial-
ly if he ruled in Chaldea, the king called in his fortune tellers,
demanding that they tell him what he had dreamed and what in the
world it could mean.

An Impossible Demand

The astrologers gathered before the throne were aghast. No king
had ever required such a feat from his wise men. How could they
determine an interpretation if they did not even know the substance
of the dream? To make matters worse, this all-powerful ruler threat-
ened to have them executed if they failed to repeat to him his forgot-
ten dream. So they stalled for time and this made the king so angry
that he decreed their immediate death.

Among the king’s men was the Hebrew exile, Daniel, who had
been schooled in the royal palace. He, too, was under the death
penalty, but instead of panicking, he prayed. During the night the
mystery of the king’s dream was revealed to him. He hurriedly
reported in to Arioch, the chief executioner, who in turn led him to
the throne room. Daniel then gave public glory to the God of heav-
en who had revealed to him the ruler’s vision.

The King’'s Dream Described
Daniel then described the dream, step by step, to the king. He
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had seen an enormous statue, awesome in appearance. Its head was
of pure gold, its chest and arms of silver, its belly and thighs of brass,
its legs of iron and its feet of iron and clay. Suddenly a rock was cut
out of the mountain, not by human hands. It struck the statue at its
most vulnerable point, the feet of non-affinitive iron and clay. The
statue was smashed to powder and the wind carried it away. The only
thing remaining was the destroying stone, which became a huge
mountain, filling the whole earth.

The Eternal Kingdom

This dream represented Babylonia and subsequent empires, the
last of which would be swept away by a divinely prepared kingdom
that would endure forever. We know from our historical vantage
point that the Lord’s eternal Kingdom came on the scene during the
Roman era. Severely persecuted off and on for two and a half cen-
turies, the Lamb eventually overcame the dreaded Roman eagle. The
Kingdom of Christ emerged the victor. It conquers even now and will
continue to conquer until the end of time, for its King has overcome
the world (John 16:33).

A Message of Hope

This is Daniel’s message of hope for us today. No power on earth
can permanently shake the Kingdom of God’s Son. At times His
reign has appeared to be on the verge of extinction, but it has always
come back stronger than before. After all, it is a rock sculpted by
divine hands and therefore no man-created institution can destroy it.
How the King must be amused at Satan-inspired powers which have
been dedicated over the centuries to the overthrow of His sovereign
rule! Their efforts are in vain. They are like a boy aiming his pea-
shooter at a great rock wall. They may prick it, but they can never
destroy it.

A kingdom that will never be destroyed — this is a marvelous
promise! He who enters this kingdom begins immediately to partic-
ipate in something that endures, not in a momentary fly-by-night reli-
gion. Our homes, possessions, professions, learning and even our
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lives on this earth are only temporary. In the midst of rapid change,
the Church of Jesus Christ stands on a solid and permanent founda-
tion. She stands on the rock of God’s Truth, unshaken by events in
this strife-torn world.

Victory to all Peoples

Let us therefore preach this abiding Truth to the peoples of our
groaning globe. All can be victorious, both now and eternally. All
can enter this Kingdom which will last forever. Nations may come
and go. Wars and rumors of wars may spread across the globe.
Pestilence, famine, quakes and eruptions may shake the earth. Yes,
all of this, and even more, may continue to happen, but there is an
eternal Kingdom in which we can abide, both secure and triumphant.

In fact, all of us can be assured that we have already won the vic-
tory, for Christ is victorious (1 Chronicles 29:11; Proverbs 21:31; 1
Corinthians 15:52). What would we all give to know beforehand that
we were going to be successful beyond our wildest dreams? We are
assured of a winning life, if we give it to Christ, for in Him we are
strengthened and prepared for eternal victory (Philippians 4:13). This
is the great message of hope that we are to share with all inhabitants
of all nations, a message that they so desperately need.
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No Other God Can Save in
This Way

Daniel, Chapters 3 and 6

The ancients had their pantheons of gods, at least one for each
season and for every exigency. There were national deities and
deities of the sun, the moon, water, thunder, fire, fertility. There were
good spirits and evil spirits. There were beautiful creations of stone,
wood and clay, and there were incredibly ugly monstrosities with
open bellies, ready to receive infants and blood sacrifices.

Yes, there were gods for all seasons and all reasons. However, as
Isaiah points out so forcefully, humanity’s gods, which are merely
projections of themselves, “...know nothing, they understand noth-
ing; their eyes are plastered over so they cannot see, and their minds
closed so they cannot understand” (Isaiah 44:18).

In every power-encounter between the Creator of the universe
and the gods of the nations, the outcome has always been the same.
The pharaoh’s “sacred deities” were no match for Jehovah (Exodus 7
to 12). Baal was powerless before Him (1 Kings 18). The gods of
the Assyrians could not prevail against Him (2 Kings 18).

Then many years later, even in the far-off land of exile, Israel’s
God, the same Sovereign Lord of all eternity, proved again His total
superiority over all of the occult powers of Babylonia and Persia.
Daniel and his three Hebrew colleagues, Hananiah, Mishael and
Azariah, had been schooled in all of the learning of the Chaldeans and
at a crucial moment had been elevated to positions of leadership in
the Babylonian Empire.

In Trouble for Their Faith

Not long afterward, however, Daniel’s three friends, called by the
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Chaldeans Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, found themselves in
serious trouble. King Nebuchadnezzar was a tyrant who considered
himself as all-powerful, perhaps even as a god. To consolidate his
position and to guarantee the loyalty and unity of his subject peoples,
he ordered the erection of a mighty image of gold, ninety feet high
and nine feet wide, in all probability an image representing his own
splendor. He then decreed that all peoples, nations and individuals
within his realm fall down before this image in worship.

The Jews, however, were an obstinate people. Daniel’s friends
absolutely refused to obey this imperial order. They would prostrate
themselves before one God only. Certain astrologers, undoubtedly
envious of the alien Jews who had risen so high in government cir-
cles, hurried to the king to report their refusal to obey his order
regarding the image.

Furious, the king summoned the three Hebrew princes and
demanded their obeisance. When they refused they were thrown into
a fiery furnace made seven times hotter than normal. They were
unafraid, believing that God would deliver them. However, if He did
not choose in His sovereignty to do so, they would still be steadfast
in their allegiance to Him. What a statement of faith! And their faith
saved them, for a heavenly visitor delivered them from the flames.
Not a hair of their heads was singed and there was no smell of fire on
them.

The great king then praised the God of these three faithful ser-
vants who were willing to give up their lives rather than worship any
god except Jehovah. He could not quite bring himself to bow before
their God, but did decree amnesty for them and their co-patriots, for
“no other god can save in this way.”

Another Power-Encounter

Another great power-encounter had been won by God through
His servants, but there was more to come. Several kings and a new
regime later, Daniel had become an old man, revered and honored as
a vice-regent of the Persian Empire. His exalted position so irritated
the ambitious Persian politicians that they sought a flaw in his char-
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acter in order to destroy him. However, they could find neither cor-
ruption nor negligence in his makeup. Any charge against him would
have to be trumped up, based somehow on his faith in God.

We all know what happened then. They flattered the king into
decreeing for himself a position of deity. For thirty days all prayers
in the empire would be directed to him, with violators of this law
thrown into the lions’ den.

Daniel, however, did not change his prayer schedule one iota.
Three times a day he continued to converse with his God, with his
window wide open, for all to see.

Just as intended by his enemies, he was caught addressing his
prayers to God rather than the ruler, and despite the king’s regret over
his execution, was cast to the lions, with a prayer by the king that his
God spare him.

And he was spared, for he had trusted in his God. The mighty
Darius then issued a decree reverencing the Lord: “For he is the liv-
ing God and he endures forever, his kingdom will not be destroyed,
his dominion will never end. He rescues and he saves, he performs
signs and wonders in the heavens and on the earth” (Daniel 6:26,27).

The glorious God whom we serve today still rescues and saves.
None other can save as He, for He alone lives in us. We can fearlessly
face any power-encounter, in any land and with any god or spirit, for
the God of Daniel and his associates is our God also. He will never
leave us nor forsake us as we proclaim Him before the principalities
and powers of this earth.
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The Most High Is Sovereign

Daniel, Chapter 4

Nebuchadnezzer was contented and prosperous. And why not?
He ruled over the greatest empire in the world and his word was law.
He had built a magnificent city, crowned by his fabled ‘“Hanging
Garden Palace”, one of the seven wonders of the world. He was
wealthy beyond all calculation and had at his disposal every comfort.

He had a problem, however. He dreamed. Rather, he had night-
mares which terrified him. So he called in his every-ready
astrologers to interpret for him the significance of his dreams, but
these wise men failed to understand their meaning. Finally Daniel,
the prophet of God, came to the audience hall and the king described
for him his most recent vision.

The Royal Dream

Nebuchadnezzar had seen an enormous tree in the middle of the
land, its top touching the sky. It was a prolific fruit-bearer and gave
shelter for both animals and birds. Then suddenly, a holy messenger
ordered that it be cut down, its leaves stripped off and its fruit scat-
tered. All that remained was a stump, bound with iron and bronze.

Then the dream became personalized: Let him be drenched with
dew. Let him live with the animals and receive an animal’s mind,
until seven cycles of time passed.

The Most High Is Sovereign

This verdict, announced by God’s Holy Ones, was to prove that
the Most High is Sovereign over all kings and kingdoms, granting
power to whom He wills and removing authority as He chooses. The
king was perplexed, but had faith in Daniel’s divinely conceded
power to unravel for him the meaning of his dream. After all, the
prophet had succeeded earlier, when no other wise man could do so.
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He was not disappointed, for Daniel proceeded to explain to him
its meaning: “You, King Nebuchadnezzar, are that tree. Your great-
ness has grown until it reaches the sky. Your dominion extends to
every land. However, all of this will suddenly change, for you will
become deranged and will be driven from your palace, to eat grass
as the cattle. Seven times will pass before you come to your senses
and acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign over all kingdoms,
including yours. There is hope for you, however, for the stump and
roots of the tree remain. This means that when you acknowledge that
Heaven rules, your kingdom will be restored to you. O king,
renounce your sins and your oppression of other peoples and perhaps
your prosperity will continue.”

God Rules Over Governments

What a shocking revelation! This ruler of the “universe” did not
have unlimited power after all. He had a Ruler over him, and this
Ruler was far more powerful than any man. He was the true
Sovereign of the universe. It was He who authorized governments,
enthroned rulers and, when necessary, punished them, even to the
point of removing them from authority.

Just a moment, there! Do you mean to say that in the final analy-
sis it is not human power, or even votes, that place civil authorities in
their positions? This is what the Lord announced in no uncertain
terms to Nebuchadnezzar: “...the most High is sovereign over the
kingdoms of men and gives them to anyone he wishes.”

Civil Authority Under God’s Control

Therefore, when Paul declared in Romans 13 that no civil author-
ity exists except that which God has established, he had sound doc-
trinal authority on his side, dating from Daniel and others of the great
Old Testament prophets. Not only in Daniel 4 do we see this princi-
ple clearly stated, but also in Daniel 5, when Belshazzar, a descendant
of Nebuchadnezzar, discovered the hard way that God still ruled over
him and his empire. He too was weighed on the Lord’s judgment
scales and found wanting. Having learned nothing from the experi-
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ence of his predecessor, he affronted his eternal King and lost both his
empire and his life (Daniel 5:18-30).

Returning now to Nebuchadnezzer, a year later he had not yet
humbled himself before God. Rather, he was still boasting of his own
power and might. As warned by Daniel, he was robbed of his sens-
es. He was eventually spared only because he finally lifted his eyes
to heaven and glorified the God who lives forever, confessing: “His
dominion is an eternal dominion, His kingdom endures from genera-
tion to generation” (Daniel 4:34).

This was a far cry from the ruler who had developed a near fatal
case of “I” strain, boasting, “Is not this the great Babylon I have
build...by my mighty power and for the glory of my majesty?”

The Eternal Problem of Pride

One of the most common evils today, as in ancient times, is that
of pride. Mad men in high places forget what Nebuchadnezzar
learned by hard experience: “Those who walk in pride (God) is able
to humble” (Daniel 4:37). Not only the rich and powerful suffer the
malady of pride; it is common at all levels of society. In the musical,
My Fair Lady, Eliza Doolittle’s beggar father complains that he is
one of the “undeserving poor” and roundly condemns the rich.

The Most High is still Sovereign over all nations. It is His rule
that must be acknowledged. The difficulty is that few people realize
this. To make matters worse, there are even fewer modern prophets
of God to warn them against their overwhelming pride and to draw
them humbly and worshipfully to their true King. Dare to be a
Daniel, fellow messenger! Dare to speak out that God rules in the
kingdoms and hearts of human beings, just as much today as ever.
Dare to believe that God really rules over all presidents and govern-
ments. Be done with complaining that Russia or China, Mozambique
or Angola, Iran or Iraq are closed to the Gospel. God rules and there-
fore no nation can overcome or even resist Him. Before long He will
bring them down, just as He did with Nebuchadnezzar. Let us there-
fore pray and prepare to enter all lands with the Gospel, for this is His
mandate for us. Who can resist the power of the Sovereign Lord?
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Like the Stars Forever
and Ever

Daniel, Chapter 12

Daniel was a most unique man. No other person in recorded his-
tory has ever served as Prime Minister for as many kings as he. He
is unique in that he successfully bridged the gap between two world
empires, acting as a top government leader in each. He is also unique
in his exemplary life, faith, prayer, courage and vision. Finally, he is
unique in being highly esteemed of God (Daniel 9:23).

Because of his spiritual qualities and insights, he was granted
visions from above that few have ever received. He saw kingdoms
rise and fall. He saw the saints of God persecuted. However, he was
assured that under the leadership of “one like unto a son of man”
(Daniel 7:13), powerful and sovereign, they would receive the Lord’s
kingdom and would possess it forever. He saw strange beasts, rams,
goats and horns, all symbolizing earthly powers and at times given
precise identification. He saw the glory of God eternal on His throne
and the splendor of His Son, whose eyes were like flaming torches
and whose voice was like the sound of a multitude shouting.

The Scarlet Thread in Daniel’s Prophecies

Running like a scarlet thread through all of Daniel’s visions was
the solemn promise that God’s kingdom would never be destroyed
and that God’s people would be triumphant, in spite of every diffi-
culty. Chapter 12 closes this stirring oracle with several blessings
that still bring us hope, even after 2500 years. Among God’s glori-
ous promises revealed in Daniel are these:

1. Evil’s power is limited, for no matter how cruel it may be, it is of
short duration and will be judged by the eternal Creator and
destroyed (7:26).
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2. The kingdoms of this world will be given to the saints of the Most
High, to rule over them (7:27; 8:25).

3. The kingdom of God will be everlasting and all rulers will bow
down and worship Him (7:27).

4. God’s true people will always be delivered (12:1). They will be
purified and refined by their Lord (12:10).

5. Multitudes who sleep in death will be raised, some to everlasting
life, others to everlasting shame (12:2).

6. Those who are wise — those who impart God’s wisdom — will
shine like the brightness of the heavens, and those who lead many
to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever (12:3).

At the Heart of Our Hope

These promises are at the very heart of our hope. They ring with
a trumpet call of victory. Those who trust in their Lord are being
refined by ardent fires of adversity and are already victorious, for He
has overcome the world (John 16:33).

Not only will the saints overcome in this life, but will also con-
quer death and inherit eternal life. In fact, all will be raised, but not
all will receive the blessings of eternity with their Lord. On the con-
trary, many will suffer eternity’s endless shame and pain.

Straightening Out 