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Points To Ponder |

During this time of the year, as usual, people are frequently’
greeting each other with a “Happy New Year.” ‘What do ‘they
mean ? Most mean nothing, they just say those words
traditionally. - Christ, however, almost two thousand years ago,
taught the secret of true happiness when He preached to a great:
multitude. The ingredients of -genuine happiness that Christ
revealed are so valuable that if followed they will bring happiness
to any person not only in this world but also in the world to come,
in eternity. In other words Christ, has a plan of eternal happiness
for those who would follow Him. Are you looking for .genuine
happiness in this sinful world ? ‘Do you really want to be happy
in this-year and in the remaining days of your life on earth ? Hear
what Christ has to say. : TR
" The - genéral -opinion in .the world is : Blessed or
happy are they .that are. rich, and great, and honorable.
But - Christ, in ‘His -sermon on.the Mount, -in. Matthew:
chapter S, .taught ; “Blessed ave the peor. im spivit, - fer
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.theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” There is no place in the ‘
kingdom of God for those who are arrogant and haughty, and
therefore their happiness, if it could be called happiness, is of a
few days only. We remember the story of the rich man and Lazarus
that Christ taught in Luke 16 chapter. How the rich man was
clothed in purple and fine linen and fared sumptuously every day. ‘
On the other hand Lazarus was full of sores and was laid at his |
gate, desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich
man’s table. But the picture was changed the moment they both
died and went to live in their eternal place. There the rich man
was pictured in eternal flame being tormented, but Lazarus was
being comforted in the paradise with righteous Abraham. The
point Christ ' was.:making in the story was that the rich man's
happiness was of a few days only, and after that he was going to
face eternal torment, because of his arrogance. Lazarus, on the
other hand, was going to enter into the eternal joy of the kingdom
of heaven because he was poor in spirit. Christ said, if we want
to be really happy then we must possess the spirit of poverty, we |
must live humble before God. Those who are sensible of their
spiritual destitution, are not proud or conceited and arrogant, will
indeed inherit the kingdom of God, because they possess the quality |
of being its citizen. The poor in spirit are those who do not
depend on their own righteousness, but they look to God,
supplicating the Father in heaven for all necessary blessings.

Secondly, Cbrist said, “Blessed are those who mourn, for they
shall be comforted.” The world says, blessed are the merry. But
according to Christ those who mourn are happy. The happiness
that the world gives, in the end brings sorrow. Think of those |
who seek happiness in liquor and drugs, in money and in worldly
enjoyments. What do they get in the end ? Only sorrow, and
eternal destruction. (Galatians 5:19-21; 1 Timothy 6: 7-10).
But Godly sorrow, that leads one to repentance, 2 Corinthians
7 310, brings salvation from sin (Luke 13 : 5), and finally etornal
happiness in heaven. This is the reason Jesus taught, “Blessed
are those who mourn.” First, we need a penitential mourning for
our own sins, and then we need to mourn for the world which lies :
in the darkness of sins. Such mouring will result in Godly |

|
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sorrow, which will lead one to genyine ;gpew
%
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to the joy of salvation from sin. That is why James had exhortéd
Christians of his time by saying ; “Lament and mourn and weep!
Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom.”
(James 4 : 9). If we are sorry for our sins and are concerned for
our sinful world, then we are going to do something about it.
We need to repent, change, and tell the world to do the same:
Sin will destroy people, but repentance will save pepplc. Sin
offers a momentary happiness, but repentance from sin, through
Godly sorrow, will bring eternal joy. Truly, therefore blessed arc
those who mourn.

Thirdly, said Jesus, “Blessed are the meek, for they shall
inherit the earth.” Meek are the ones who quictly submit them-
selves to God, to His will, and follow His directions and comply
with His designs. The arrogant seek after power and dominion,
but they are soon gone and forgotten. Meekness is opposed to,
arrogance. The meek, Christ said will inherit the earth in: that
they shall enjoy it more fully while in it, bemg content and
satisfied and thankful to God for whatever they receive from Him.
Also, because they will continue to influence for good the lives of
men and women on earth after their departure from earth,
(Revelation 14 : 13), like Christ who was meek : .and lowly
(Philippians 2 : 5-9).

Fourthly, Christ taught, ‘“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst
for righteousness, for they shall be filled.” Christ -also taught at
Matthew 4 : 4 that man shall not live by bread alone, but by every

word that proceeds from the mouth of God. Man is a dual
being—he is body and soul. There is the outward man or
personality, which is physical, but there is also the inward man,’
which is spiritual. (2 Corinthians 4 : 16). Just as' man ‘needs
physical food and drink to live, so does he-need the spiritual food
and drink, which is the word of God, that instructs and guides.
man to live the kind of life for which did God create him. . - Also,
hunger and thirst are appetites that return frequently and eall for
fresh satisfactions. Those who hunger and thirst continually
labour for supplies. Christ tanght, happy are they, who hunger
and thirst for righteousness, and he promised that - they shall be.
filled. To have the hunger and thirst for righteousness means to;
have the desire to know God’s will, Th@ Psaimis at - Psalm.
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519 : 172 said that all commandments of God are righteousness.:
We should ‘therefore be. not only willihng to know God’s
commandmerits but-also be willing to do what God requires of us.
When we will have that kind of attitude toward God and His will
then that will bring real happiness and satisfaction to us, because.
we will know that we are living by the will of God.

v Fifthly, revealing the secret of everlasting happiness, Christ
s3id, *‘Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.” This
is to say that those who are merciful toward others shall for
themselves receive mercy from God. They are blessed, because
they will ‘obtain mercy; - Even after we have bélieved in Christ
and have obeyed His commandments to be saved, we shall still be
sdved eternally in heaven only because of the mercy of God. But
we must remember though, that God will be merciful to thosé who
are merciful to others. In His sermon on the mount Christ warned
by saying, “For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly
Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men,
their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.”
(Matthew 6: 14, 15). Our Lord also taught: ‘“Therefore
whatever you- want men to do to you, do also to them.”
(Matthew 7 : 12). We want others to forgive us, so must we be
ready to forgive others. Very often we exhibit the attitude of -
those sinful men who were getting ready to stone to death -the
woman who they were claiming had been caught in the very act of
adultery, Jesus, who was sinless, on the other hand, said to the
woman, “Neither do I condonm you, go and sin no more.”
(John 8 ; 11). We should be merciful like Jesus, if we want God
to be merciful to us. “For whatever a man sows, that he will
also reap” says Galatians 6 : 7.

Sixthly, “Blessed are the pure in heart”, said Jesus, “For they
shall see God.” Christ was referring here to the mind of man,
Parity of heart or mind is freedom from evil desires and purposes.
Whatever man does ke first think or plan in his mind. At Mark
7 : 21-23 Christ taught, “For from within, out of the heart of man,
proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts,
covetousness, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, an evil eye,
blasphemy, pride, foolishness. All these evil things' come from
within and defilo'a man.”” Therefore the wise writer of Proverbs

4 ' The Bible Teacher




said, “Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it spring- the
issues of life.” This is to say :that if. our: hearts "are pure,
our lives will be pure. And the happy - thing about
it is that those who are pure in heart:shall see God. -They
will live with Him, in His fellowship, eternally. .(Revelation
21:27). God is pure and holy, He: cannot . live ‘with sin ‘and
uprighteousness. That's why Jesus warned His - disciples,
«Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and become as
little children, you will by no means enter the kingom of heaven.”
(Matthew 18 : 3). In heart we should try to be like little children
who hold no envy or,malice toward others. . The pure in heart
shall see God by faith, as a source .of happiness on earth, and shall
one day see Him face to face in heaven. R

Seventhly, Jesus said, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they
shall be called children of God.” The peacemakers are called
children of God, because they possess thé very characteristic of
God, they resemble Him, they are most like God in His efforts_to

reconcile men unto Himself. If there is. anything our world today
‘need the most, it is peace. Just imagine, if every person today on
' this earth was a Christian—Christian in the real sense as the Bible
‘describes—If that was true, there will certainly be no wars, and 1o
envyings, and-no hatreds. Then there will be only love and peace.
‘Because then everyome will think others better than - himseif.
‘(Philippians 2 : 3). He will treat others as ‘he would want himself
“to be- treated by others. (Matthew 7:12). Christ . want * His
followers to be peacemakers and not troublemakers.” His followers
-can bring peace to hearts that are-troubled, by praying for them
and by helping them. ‘They can bring peace to their fellowmen
who are at strife among themselves. And above all, they can help
many to be reconciled to God by proclaiming the gospel of the
 .cross, and by urging people to- believe in Christ and obey ‘Him to
" be at peace with God. Because God is the God of peace,

therefore who will bring peace to others, they shall be called
God’s children. o

 Lastly, and eighthly, Christ said, “Blessed are those who are
persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs .is.-the kingdom of
beaven.” In other words such will inherit the kingdom of. God.
Those who try to live. righteously, and face Satan’s wrath because
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. of their righteous living are indeed blessed. To Christians Peter
wrote ; “But Let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, an
“evildoer, or as a busybody in other people’s matters. Yet,” he
said, “if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed,
but let him glority God in this matter.” (1 Peter 4: 1S5, 16). He
also said, “For to this You were called, because Christ also
suffered for us, leaving us an example, that we should follow His
steps : Who committed no sin, nor was guile found in His
‘mouth, who when He was teviled, did not revile in return; when
He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him
who judges righteously; who Himself bore our sins in His own
body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for
righteousness...” (1 Peter 2 : 21-24). Evil forces are at war
against the forces of righteousness. Therefore, those who
maintain a firm stand for righteousness may expect to be
persecuted.  Paul said, “Yes, and all who desire to live godly in
Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.” (2 Timothy 3 :'12). Talking
to His followers, Jesus declared, “that in Me you have peace. In
the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have
“overcome the world” (John 16 : 33). Hence, those who desire to
please God by living godly and righteous lives, cannot escape
persecution in one form or another. But, remember, those who
suffer persecution for righteousness’ sake have the wonderful
- promise of the blessing of the kingdom of heaven. As a matter of
fact persecution for righteousness drives the persecuted more
cloger to God for refuge, and the closer we get to God, the richer
and fuller the blessing. May you indeed have A Happy New
Year by following what Christ taught. God bless.

The Blessing Of Having A Brotherhood

J.C. Choate

The Bible teaches that when we obey the Lord that he saves
us-and adds us to his church and as such we become brothers
and sisters in Christ. Paul wrote, “For ye are all the children of
God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been
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baptized into Christ have:put on Christ. - Thete is neither Jew nor
Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor
female : for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.” (Galatians 3 : 26-28).

We are told that Christ is the head of the body (Colossians
1:18) and that the body has many members. Paul explains,
“For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the
members of that one body, being mary, are one body : so also is
Christ. For by onc Spirit are we all baptized into ome body,
whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and
have been all made to drink into one Spirit. For the body is not
one member, but many.” (1 Corinthians 12 : 12-14). He illust-
rates how the members of that one body all work “together by
showing how the physical body works. Then he says, “But now
are they many members, yet but one body.” (1 Corinthians
12:30). Again, “Now ye are the body of Christ, and members
in particular.” (1 Corinthians 12 27). As there is but one God.
one Lord, one Spirit, and so on, there is also just one body.
(Ephesians 4 : 4-6). B ‘

But what is the body ? Paul said that Christ “is the head of
‘the body, the church : who is the beginning, the first born from
the dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.
(Colossians 1 :18). Speaking of Christ again, he says, “And
hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head
over all things to the church, Which is his body, the fulness of
him that filleth all in all.” (Ephesians 1: 22, 23): So what do
we have ? We have the scriptures telling us that Christ is the
head of the body, that there is but one body with many members,
who are Chrigtians or children of God, and that the body is the
church. Therefore, there is but one church, and that church
belongs to Christ. Again, we know that the body is the church
and the church'is the body because Paul said so in Colossians 1: 18
and Ephesians 1 : 22, 23. | |

The church is also spoken of as the house of God (1 Peter
4 17; 1 Timothy 3': 15). The Hebrew writer speaks of Christ as
being over his own house. (Hebrews 3 : 6). That house is said
to be the church of God or the church of Christ. (1 Timothy
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~ 3:15). A housejis used here ‘to suggest a family, the .Lord’s
family, that is, a spiritual family. .Once more, Christ .is the head
and the members are brothers and sisters who make. up that
family. i
- The church is universal (Matthew 16 : 18), but there are
congregations of it all over the world, and each congregation is
made up of local members. In a country there is but one church,
. the Lord’s church, and again it is made up of local congregations
scattered over that country. Then again, ‘each congregation is
inade up of local people who have obeyed the Lord and as a result
he has added them to his church, of which the local congregation
is a2 part. The congregations over the country, and the members
-that make up those congregations, are one in Christ. There is 1o
be unity among them, since they are all a part of the Lord’s one
~church. They all recognize Christ as their head, all wear_the
8ame name, all worship the same way, and all teach the same
“truths, There is a closeness between them, a oneness, a brother-
hood, since they are all in the same family, and all are brothers
and sisters in Christ. As such, when they visit with each other,
they worship together. When they have meetings, they work
. together and encourage each other. When they have needs, they
~help one another. -Locally they may be few, but countrywide they
may be many. lndividually they may be weak, but together they
‘arestrong. They are blessed to. be a brotherhood. Peter said,
*Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. . Honour
the king.”” (I Peter 2:17). - R
The scriptures talk about the Lord’s people: having brotherly
love. The Hebrew writer said, “Let brotherly love -continue.”
(Hebrews 13 : 1)." Paul said to .the Thessalonian Christians, *“‘But
_as touching brotherly love ye need not-that I write unto you.: for
Ye yourselves are taught of God to love one another.” (I Thessa-
lonians 4 : 9). Peter listed brotherly love as being ome of the
Christian graces. He said that Christians should grow. and to
help them to do this then they should add brotherly love to their
lives, (2 Peter 1:7). Whatis brotherly love? It is love that
onc has for another, that is, as a brother loves a’ brother or a
sister loves a sister. It means that where there is brotherly love
that the members appreciate one another, that they are kind to
each other, and work together and dwell together as one.
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 Again, thesohu:eh-or body of \G‘hnst 1s~gcon;pafed to. members
~ of a physical ‘body "as recorded in 1 Corinthians 12, Those

members are not divided, working agamst each other, envious and o

jealous of one another and “tiyfihg to ‘hurt each other. Rather

. they are together, work as one, help each other, and feel for each

otier. +Amd 'that:is ‘the 'way 'the ‘otd’s Mfamily +is to be. The
memibers dre o be united, workitig together, "hélping one @nother,
!femgdnind'to'each other. They wouldsurely never -oppose ehth

ofher, 'try 'to hurt -oné anofher, be -envious and jealous of "the ° ‘

other,7and'so 'on. Why ? ' Because'they are joided rtogether, ukiey .
are united, and they aresone. This is theit strength. But to bppose
one another and work against each other, then they would tonly

- hurt themselves, and who wants'to do thaf ? : ‘

We have a brotherhood then around the world and here in
our own country. Wherever we may go, we may visit with our
brothers and sisters in Christ. We know that in domg so that

“we will always be welcome. -We can worship togetler and .
encourage each other. Ewen ithough we may be of different -
nationalities or from different .parts of the copntry, speak :different

hE languages, have “different professions, as well as many other

- differences,_ still, /in Christ we are one, we are. on ‘the. same level,
..and we accept one and another as equal Certainly the Lord
does not see us as men and women, as bemg from different
" countries, speaking different languages, and so on, but he sees us
only as: ‘his people, those he loves, and those who Serve. him. H‘D
also sees us as being those thai he has saved, those who belong to
) him, and those whom he blesses, and those that he has promised

to retufn for one day. Paul explained it like this : *“And be ye
kind one to another, tendechearted, forgiving one another, even as
God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.’ 2. (Ep'hesi'aﬁs 4 : 32).

How wonderful it is-to bea part of such a brotherb.ood such
an orgamzatxon, the greatest institution 4n all the world.
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Hmdrances To Prayer

Steve lelmms '

DR Someone remarked, “Prayer should be the key-of the day and -
the lock of the night.” The early church' was a praying church,
and we should be also(Acts 2 :42). The less we pray, the more
. we will not. have the blessed life. (James '4 : 2). Every Christian
should want to learn how to grow in prayer, and one effective way
to grow in prayer is to remoave anything that hinders prayer (1 Peter
8:7). -Hindrances to prayer- are the:subject for this lesson,
Bspecxally recommended for further . reading is The Christian
Daefrine of Prayer—edlted by James Hastings. Thmgs which
- will hinder prayer include : -

1. Trouble in the Home. Ifa husband and wxfe or parents
and ehildren are not hvmg in-harmony, the tensionin relatlonshlps '
will hinder everyone’s prayer life (1 Peter 3 : 7). stcord in the
home wxll mean less spiritual growth. '

2. An unforgivisg spirit. If we are unforglvmg toward other
people, this will be-a barrier in having acceptable prayer before
‘Ged (Matthew 6 : 14-15; Ephesians 4 : 32). One time a man - told
arother man, “I never forgive anyone.” In response he was told,
“Then I hope you never sin!” Forgiveness of others is com- -
manded, and God and" Christ provide the standard of how we
ought to forgive in their exemplary behavior.

3. A rebelhous attitede, If we are in the “klckatlve” mood

towards God, our prayer life will die.. Furthermore, God turns

. his ear away from hearing the cry of a rebéllious person. ng
Saul is an example here (1 Samuel 15 : 23),

4. Lack. of concern for God’s word.  When we turn our ear
away from hearing God’s word, our prayers are not pleasing to
Ged (Proverbs 28 : 9). As ons woman wrote on the flyleaf of her
‘son’s Bible when he went away to schiool, “This book will keep
you from sin, or sin will keop you from this book.” Likewise, if
‘we have no concern for God’s word our prayer life wxll die.
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A»8y7: Pretentionsness or: insinpezity, -Jf -our;prayess,arg only,
béing done -for..show ito impress others;, onr-prayer life is »alrea&y!
dead. «Jess warned against doing any acts of piety merely. to_be,
geerr of “men. In’ ‘his ‘well-known; pagable of the. Pharisee. and the
tax collector praying in the temple, the Pharisee did not go down
t0. his hopse justified, ‘because he prayed to impress other people.

BT O IR T A ST S U P T AL T I T S )
¢t -6.+ Unconfessed, unrepented -of sin., If we. have. sip.in ouf
lives /for which we -are unwilling -to . make.. confession and are,
impenitént; qur prayer life will suffer. ‘God,does mot listen with’
approvalto the piayer.of one.who: parsists in evil; (1 Peter 3 : 12)..
Sin Builds a barrier between God and man, so, that. he. does not,
answér prayer : (Isaiah 59 : 1:2).. 1 As:the Psalmist said, “If 1 had.
cherished iniquity in my heart; the Lord would not -have g‘listgnccl"i
(Psalm 66:18). . =0 . " .nl il SO

3 .

’
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Thb son of 4 rick fatimer wanted'a” bicycle, ‘but’ the boy did
not dare ask his ‘Father ot one: “The father had money-to buy
him almost anything the boy desired, but the boy knew he had
. no right to ask_ his. father for anything. His report card had

© sevéral “bad - grades “on ifi. There was, a big.ipile of wood still
" unstacked which he had neglected. - There were other questionable -
acts he should not have dggg,angls me other things he had left
undone which he should have done.  These were all a barrier
which kept him from feeling right about approaching his father

with a Tequiest for a bighele. -It'is the ‘sdme, with -0s. *Although
e Jnow e e, ot snlei, untopented of i i & baciar Wl
will harm our prayer Jife.. R e C
£ < 1. -Lack ;of faith in;Gogy -If we are going tp be. 9°@§iéﬁ‘?ﬁir
and devoted-in our prayer life, we must haye faith. in God: God.
wants us to believe, not doubt, and trust-in him:to answer; prayge
(Tames 1 :7-8). 1If we. believe prayer is nothing more than sclf-
psychology andintrospection, we will show. little ‘committh

it,, We, will bie"serious, aboit prayer only if e believe that wo
“gatcommiunitate with the Almighty Godin'BraYer. . [, o1
%> 8. ‘Too 'busy. .:May be :the..most: common : hindrance 40:8
meaningful: prayer life for: modern man:is that we: are.foo busy
 with the cares ‘of this:world. .. We:do nat: think prayer istimpostant
‘enongh to setasidetime for it. -Weneed to-growiin devolion:to

S
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',Gﬁﬂ“ to* tlfeq:oiht where mmm et A’thmugh,'
thewtroggies of edth ‘day. * Mattint mmﬁmma, “A aimiso
Busy now fliut Ifiind if Fill eot speid twos o thres ‘howrs sach
day itrprayer; T todldnct M\ﬁwﬂayﬁ' *Wemght-to' «ba
thit way. v

Examine your life, Is there a hindrance which 'has ‘kept ’ydu ‘
. from’ being reguler in approdching God% tiroueof "grage  in
-prayef.? -If so, wm‘k“immeﬁiateiy D Temove dhose dirriers:
Stidy “hiow, holy ‘men and women' of old e poopletcf peayer:
Stady; for-example, how Priyer wasimportantin the divesciof. dhe
Piulmists’ (sce Poalms 3434 : 155 1235638589 2 12542 .83
54¢2;° 551, 17761 % 162782 « I1-2; 654 2685060 : 18920 692 433
7121284 48, 86565 884 2 A3} 102412 A164:0:0; 1P SER;

62, 148; 130: 1:2, 5-6; 141 :2; 142 ; 1-2; 143 : 458; 185332

'Réttire.istto.the privacy. of your-own special .quiet  place and. mto: :
thwsmcyaof ‘your hearh andcommunc with 'God. ‘ 4

JThe Chwmhe @f Ghnst h Biﬂmm
WA mﬂey_

. Thes church..of Christ is not; just another . denomination.
Eaxctually,.denominationalism did ‘not exist in the days of. the
Apostles. If such did exist, how can one..accoiint for ihe New
Testament’s silence regardmg them ? 7" Most ' Scnomintitionial

-prea'chersareverypmu&af‘ denominitionatiss ndi whey $pend -
muth tifmé-in ‘Prafsing it Gut e awsﬁermr_«awrm m
such-practice. Weask,Why 2

‘The Bible teaches that:différences Between - right atnd ’wrun]g
must be shown. Preachers who pretend that'thers are no' diffivens -
ces are false tedchers: “Asd they shall teath iy peopléjithie
difference between ‘the holy and: Profine, and &nuss: “t'hm 1)
mmlbmmmdm cléan™: (Bzakitl 44~ 23 Cf.
Eomitiel:221126). . <Al great:woe: s ‘pronotinted apony tetngifthat .
castievilgood; andgaod:  evif;  that- put: [ darkawss: for dight; and
- mwmemmm putbitter for wmrmm far Bitter”
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(saiales & 20 . Heicashassproachery who -qontend thafh-qver¥s
. thing is right, depending: upon how »ene :lnoke ek ity 1458~ -
greviens.errar. . C _

Foncantusies; thete bave beanshasewho-eoatend that peepla
shoutd:da as-they please; wegardiessiofwhat God Almighty 5398
nshedaywaf the Indgesmham *theeiwas na kiag i Jgrael, hot
everymamsiid that-which was rightin:his ewn eyes” Qudges V14
21 :25),.we icagusae cdis attitade..aL. - work.. Anti-ROIMIANILM . '
(situation ethics) .contends _that Christians. .are pot under any.-
mioral-law except, their feglitgs produged:by the, “Holy" Spirit; but-
the Holy Spirit operates through s word," not thirough “fedlings:
It is-alyays a Sin - to ~violate - the commands-of God, moral-or -

Not-alkchusches.ate alike goad.. Is. it:.pessible for .men ta.

i churehes which.aze jnst.as:goed- and -right. 98. that - cturch -

established by Jesus Christ ? Take a look at man-made, chusches
they bave different names, different creeds, different terms of -
membérship, différent “systems ‘of government; some -claim to
perform miracles, some do mot;y pmsotherdiﬁ’etemes“m
numerous to mention. Jesus' prayed“for ‘the unity of -all-‘true
slievars (BokarbE 1 2023 huki denominatignalichurches.camever.
be truly aney hecaussis (denominasianalism) is .o Baheh.of total -
confimiar( GenesisLk © b9 LCotinthienal 4.3 38). - :

Chireltés oF Chist are bound to-speak’ as--tho-oracles fof -

God” (1 Peter 4 : 11). Churches of Christ have nacreod bitthe
' Holy/Bikis: (i Timathy: 315Nk Rater & : 36-31).,. TheHoly
Spirit aovealeld sand: copfiumadibe fulk gvelationaf Gad:(Iuded;
Hishrema:: beifNiirk 46:: 17%2Q)s Butthe Holy Spisit. did. ot .
. rencal andeconfirmrany-denominational-qmoeds. 9 i zeasanable
ta: think:far ongseber minmiasthat:.the Haly: Spiritrevealed.and
. oenﬁtmd u&u the, 1@&1’@1@% sdqetines . of. ._deﬂomm
 churclies 3. Renominational seknrbes odo-nat .speaki.the . same
Iengnaga; wheit comes:te theisteaching... - ‘ |

Denominational ¢hure hesﬁoppogmeash_'qthe’r—-unﬁt' ‘they. find-
it ‘advantageous to cooperate  togetlier in their opposition ¢f the
churches of Christ. - The foregoing statement has] béen proven
true a thousand times over t : They will “parrot : *“ome -church is
Tanuary 3991 - 13
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ag"pgod ~as anothet™ :till- they come‘te ﬂre chlir!ch oF’Chmtuand
ihen they change their tune V. i .on ot 0 oeE

Accordmg to the Bible, the church of Chnst was estabhshei
by Jésus Clmst on the fifst Pentecost after hisglorious resurréction.
(Matthew 16 : 16-19; Maik 9 : Iy -Acts 1 82 1-4; 41, 475 11z
13-15). “The chiirch of Christ and the! kingdom of God: ate one
(Ephesians- 5 : 5). The kingdom "' of -God -is:n: ex:stence ‘now
(Colossxans l 13 14 ‘Hebrews- 12: 28; Revelation1 : 9), .

Thoss who are_ Chnstlans are in_the. kmgdom now ! The k‘mg'
dqm, of God is nerther premxllenmal nor postmxllenmal In fact,
the. Bxble s,ays nothmg about a llteral reign of Chnst on the Ilteral
earth for a Jiteral thousand years. Jesus kingdom is” not ‘of this
" world (John 18 : 36). At Jesus’ second coming, the earth and 4il
ihat pertams to-it shall ‘be destroyed ‘or ‘burned up’ (TI'Petei~3: 10-
13) If one is not in thé Lbrd’s kmgdo:h when he dxes hc never
W!nbé!' o 2R oL

What are some of the pecuhar cha‘rac;enstlcsl not true of'
'Ro,mamsm nor. denommatlonahsm but whrch mark the church of'
Chnst, thus showmg their dlﬂ‘erences ? o

~(I) Jesns“'is' the- ‘builder' of. hxs church (Matthew 162 18-19)
Jesus did ‘not leave ‘the: building of his church to men: (such as
Martin. Luther, Jolin ‘Calvin," «Johh' Wesley, et al).. “Excephthc
Lord - build., the house, they Labo; in v,am that | buxld it. .
(Psalms 127 :.0).: - s

. "1(2) :Jesus is the foundatxon of hxs cburch (I Gormthlans 3 10, .
11) Hence, the Lord’s chirch- was not built upon Peter: nor. any
other human being I+ Tn: Madtthew 16 : 18- 19, let'it be :noted--that
the Greek woid translated “rock”: is feminine and refers to-the
foundation ‘upon’ which - Jesus ‘built  his chuschi. “Petros™ (the -
Greek- for “Peter”), which- means-“a’ stone,” is one thing; and
*Petra’ which means a ledge of rock, is- another. " Jesus -did not -
say that his church would:be upon “a stone,’> a pebble; but wpon
a solid “ledge of rock ” . A pebble is top small for a foundatxon,
but a lecfge of rock— Jesus Chnst—furmshed suﬁicnent foundatlon

, for the | greates; superstructure, possnblc

.....

Colossxansl 18, 24) " Jesus has not abdxcated or renounced
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fifs éxlfed pesition 1n fAvor of theiPopes noréf> any:other inah:
No' ‘passagé” of - Smpture teaches that: thebipe-is the-hed. of: the
Lord’s church. - Book, chapter, verse.please l'v: &% o % divo ey

i (4) Jesus‘purchased his churth with hisiown’bleod (Acts 20
28 T-Péter:-1°: 18-19; I Corinthians 6 ¢ 15-20). - Romanism:apd
dénominationalism ‘were not purcliased ‘by the precicus:blood: eﬁ
Ohnst “Human’ mstltutions are’not: cow:red by Christ’s blood.::

it

(5) Jesus 1s the Savxour of h;s ﬁod ﬂhlch is “thie church
(Ephesxans 5:23; Colossxaqsl 24) Jesus'doek T ot add unsa i
people (fhose ‘who have’ obeyed commandnienfs ofmen')‘to his
church nor’ does he add an')r men t’o nman churches (Ac 2“

41-47) ,
i ! LRSS )

: (6) Venly, Jesus adds the sa,ved 1o his, chutch (Acts 2,. 36-38
41, 47). . Among; .denominationalism;.;joining the church of . -one’s
choice,” is :a’very promment dogtring; but no.one can. Jom” ]:he
Lord’s church. Why ? Bepause, when ane obeys the gospel of

B SRR IRy

Chrxst the Lord adds that one to his’ church

(7) How ean an, honest soul determme, m the w1ldemesg of
denommatxonahsm, which ohurch is: the Scnptuxal church 2 Four
" . cardina}. points mus :be. cons;dexed (b) Is.the church scnptural '
in origin? (2) Is-it ;cnptu;ah& rloctrme ? (3). Js it scnpj:ural
in name? (4) Is it -scriptural sin prchlce? Af -the church. of
which ‘you are; a member . do_e_s not.meet:this criterion,.then you
.belong to the wrong church. . You: are, respectfully requaste;l to
read, your own Bxble, beheve what it teaches, obey its commands,
and live falthfully accordmg to the' demands of God A]mghty, xf
you would 1nhent heaven Wﬂl you do 1t today ?

........

Why Dzd I Change Chumkes > |

Tom Lyneh

PR i el i

There aré many wonderful articles awntten by’ ‘brethfen who
have come from various denomfnatxonal‘ backgrounds to dbedience
of the gospel of Jesus Christ. - I* dearly love totead these articles
becaise I camé ‘otit’ of such errOr m&sf?ﬂ‘ ‘Tt is mspmng to read
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oﬁ»&emm,mmm mimmm,m i

mmam@hmwnmm mmmwhmmgmm
caught up in this evili:. -

i 3 mmmmw,mm Wm& cimmans'
Flseme of us . who'' havebieken ) ftom - .desominationalism
avebaing faroed -t oumider: whether .of:-not- sueh: 4. move
was.peally vmeeessasyt . Feoo many:-membars ©f e Lond's
church’ -age’.now-.adopting the.idea which.those in denominations
mmggﬁmd-qmﬁcaﬂy*xﬁat thére are sincere,. knowledge-

E able..and devont Chiistians in. all of thé various denominations;

aad.that while ctitical dacteinal diffetences exist, we can still have
fellowship with one another in those areas where there is' agres-
“ment. If this were true wish it had been taught in 1977.. Then'I

simiply cotid have +stayed lmuﬁ#m Wmﬂkﬁmﬁ] By

dofog *so--F -eould Tive -avoideda

L wﬁxcb’imlmvmm@‘ﬁim:m& c@nﬁ!@tt‘

As-1 studied the scuiptures with ‘menztiers of‘ﬂis church of
“Christ in:Indian Mound,” Ténnessee, one point théy would
oomtamry stresy; regardiess--of any arguments ¥-presentedifor or
against-any position—~whether it ‘was the -preacheér, -elders; -teena-

, .gersrorany-others - empldsisiwas paged-on Bitilicalanthority:¥ ©1 .

presentesd what:conld probably ‘beerogardetd--as: “Standard*Biptift
atgements, axd all were-answered vnashiamedly with: “whut-does
the /Bibler-say ¥ m stance Jmpressedmo. - Itswamhatepoim
above-aftibthess: thaveonvireed 1me of - myerrass .

. Looking bagk.on.my timg. a3 a Baptlst. T balisve tcourd

;:lassnfy myself «as..having.; -been .as-sincere, knowledgeable and
devoutdsanyina denomination could be. To attest. my ‘sincerity;
_I attended all activities of the church, taught a Bible class, sang

*in. thacholr. sang in a youth group that performed at functions of

, varxonscmm .organized-yguth wevivals, -went: dear-knocking,
' and wonld “testify” of my conversion experience whenever asked-

to do so0.. Could any questmmyusmcemty 7

As.fas- banngkmwhdsqﬂhhhwamdu that. hafgre ever ta.lkmg'_

,m,ammber of-the, chucchy L had. mmrcalmSmday js not the

‘Salbath,.and “sabbath.Kesping’: was at.tha very -least question~

- ahle. Lhad@ho.qupstnmd,pmm&snah as salvatnon outsi’de the

16 - , rmmxm ‘




ehurch and if it is consxsteut’w&w&é&ble for 80 many churches
to exist.

* I .present none of these“l’ausmm! eﬂ'ort to brag on myselt' ,
1t would certainly be mapproprxate for a Christian to be boastful
T Yis former’ extor. - I mention these things only to:shiow'that 1

was'sihcere, "knomeagea“b'le ahd'devout; and' therdfore was wmp'g .

b‘f‘the TeNowship sonie C‘hﬁﬁt’ﬁm ot *ﬁﬂ‘iﬂgwmnﬂ”w&ay

3T e probism ith xmyr Hormes condition AL me |
weltiieg “inthedight as e is i theslight (1 Sotm 1 2 7). :

© “Ratlier T could more accuratély 'beﬂescm)td wwdﬂnng*m-
the light, as “I”* was in the lrght E

: aporithiaowh va&mﬂyiden-
tilied as Having mvmé& mme MO wa&mmmmaﬁm
Respect Forthe mmémewercd goviprtes: 0

. Jesus.said’ “,yc s’ha]llknowﬁthc Arith, 458 the thith shall: mal&é

" you free” (Joha 8 :32). . Cléarly, scriptufalaithonity pro‘ﬂaes the

basis -of that. truthi Chirst spoke of o highly. "Truth is not one’s .

. own “version™ of truth,. nor oné’s' “understandin” of .truth: Did

- Uzzal®s own concept Of right. and” wrongjubtity Msfirtionsf Ol
Samuel &) in défiance bf the worddT'GHEY D the 1t Shd

of Tarsus' believed' Himsell b be-wilking in (At 26), joitity fis .
stand against the triith 67 G637 We mmrnever"permit‘*mﬁe‘lm

to regard’scriptural authO‘i‘lty wa ma‘ﬂ matter. :

- As I write these words Ican say without reservation that I
“atti “prodd™ 68 (in ‘4 “Fighteous sense) just o Chrkitia.! Fittuded
- ia t'bxs‘t’ho\igﬁt i the Tt thue Fan'“provd* vo-Ye-out-of denotni-
nationalism. “Througl YeacHing the. wotd 8T°GoAT tuveibeeh stk
to. persuade & Tew Gitiers Wnrmmm&mﬁmmgﬁémﬁm
to man-made ideas. ‘I Plan Yo tontiny to'do ‘ﬂu@x‘lonﬁas 1
am .able. . - pray 16 'God “tHat Hrettiren will vease: to hiderwith
- ctforts by" felling thoss ifi.emror mmmawgm, uﬁ&*fﬁey
can be fellowshnped as they are. -

Towary R I S



. o . : Lo
I TS PR TR SRE TS & AU : H IR ¢
PRSTND g g WA 324 Hgﬂe-swggu&::ﬁ R B e
. i

R .,:_,_ T ,”pobertBall

T r

Honesty 1s onz oj? the: gtoatest vu:’ ges a gergoq ca ' 'possess

It 1s @ virtue - that 8., gbsolutely necessgry fon ong o havg to be
saved. Il;t hls explanatnon af the Parablp of tb@ sower, ‘Jesus smd,
- “And that in the good ground, these are such as in an honest and
" ‘goed ‘heart, having heatd the word; hold. it fast, -and- bring :forth

- fruit with patience (Liike ‘&:15).  The. ~only .place where the

I w_ho brought you out of 1 he-l"

_wog(_l pf God' can_fake Jroat. and grow to produce fruxt is, m an
onest and good ﬁeart - S

,s Tt
Lo

.; Under the law of Moseg the- chlldren of. Israel were. told “Ye
hall do 10 -unrighteousness -in judgment, in measures. of length
of weight, -or .of .. quantlty Just ‘balances;. just -weights, a. Just
ephah and a Just hm, ,shall ye haye I am Jehovah your God,
,d_'of Egypt" (Levntlcus 19 :'35-36). .
The Psalmist ‘said, “W hall’ asceud intq the thl of Jehovili ?
: ‘And who shal stand in. his  holy” place ? He that ‘hath clean ‘hands,
and a ‘puré heart;. who, hath 1ot Tif ep up his §oul unto falsehOod

anclhath 1ot sworn decgrtfully” (Esalm 243 4), Sofomon said,
“A false balanoc isan abommatxon to Jehovah but 2 just wexght
18 gns dellght” (Ptgverbs Llr, ) ;‘L' ymg lxps aré an abomination
to Jehova.h but they thqt feal truly are hlS dehght » (Proverbs

e 12:20).

Durmg the days of hts personal mn;ustry, iJesus 'said, “Thou
knowest the commandments Do, net kill, Do not commit adultory,
PO not steal, Do -not ;hear false yitness, Do not defraud. . .”
(Mark 10 19). Paul said, “P,roy;dmg for gonest thmgs, not only
m the’ slght of. the Lgrd,, put also in the sight of men” (2 Corm~
thlans 8: l KIV)]' iB:ethrep, whatsoe,ver things are” frue,
whatsoever thmgs Sare. honest, whatsoever thmgs are Just thmk

on these fhinps™ (Phlhppxans 4.8 KIV) : .

The Bible has ‘much to say about the vxrtue ot‘ henesty But

" " despite all the- Bible -teaches about bemg honest there are many

" who speak with lying lips, cheat, steal, and bear false witness.
. These-sins are prevalent in every area of life. Therefore, it should




‘come as no surpnse that’ people will be dlshonest mth the word'
of God, the Bible,

Peter tells of those who wrest the Scnptures to thexr own
dutmcuon (2 Peter 3 : 16). Paul said, “Therefore secing we have
this ministry, even as ‘we. obtained mercy, we faint. not :but we
have renoupced the hidden things of shame, not walking in crafti-
ness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but by manifesta-
tion of the truth commending ourselves to every man’s conscience
in the.sight of God” (2 Corinthians 4 : 1-2). It'is possible to
handle the ‘word of God deceitfully. ~ All such handling is wrong."

Let each of us be determined to be honest. Let us not
handle the word of God deceitfully. But, as Paul said, “Give-
diligence to preseit thyself approved unto God, a workman that
needeth not fo be ashamed, handling aright the word of truth”
(2 Timothy 2:15), The writer of the Book of Hebrews said,
_ “Pray for ws: for we trust we have a good conscience, in all
things willing to live honestly” (Hebrews 13 18 KJV). .

What S Your Prtce 7

Welive in a time of great wealth. Thls wealth presents a
constant temptation to all of us:to forget our values and do thmgs
that we know are wrong.-

We must remcmber, however, that thdse that give into this

.temptation “have erred from the faith, -and pierced themselves . -

throagh with many sorrows” (1 Timothy 6:10). We all need to
* be like the tugboat captain in the following story.

A man boarded a tugboat on the Mississippi River and
approached the Captain with an offer. “If you will carry a pack- c.
age up-fiver for me I will give you $500.” The wise old Captain

kaew -the package probably contained 1llegal drugs and told the
‘ map. ‘“NO LN X

The man then saxd he would pay the captam 55000 to carry
' the'package up-river. The Captain answered with another “No.”
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-+Again the,;man aaised hbsmrme,.eﬁemg 1the -Gaptain ©26,660
to carry the package up the Mississippi. At this.point the Oaptain -
reached down and came yp with a .44 maguum handgun, pomted
1t straxght ‘at- the man and orderqtl l;qm oﬁl h‘is hQa.t. S

, “gWh,y are yau- gemng :$0 .upset 2* the manéexclarmed ‘as*he.. ‘
Yuinried bagkito theishore. “‘Because;” thie- Captamwphad f’You
-were ugeﬁtm g:tco close to my price.1” ' ’

)

Be sure - yqu stop the ten;ptatan -of matenahsm before it getu
to your price.! ! ‘ :

Examme Everythmg Careﬁ:ﬁly

Peter 'Taylor

The People of Berea w_ere more nob]e'than' ‘those in Theéssa:
lonica, in that they received the word with-all readiness of mind
and searched the scriptures daily to ascertain whether those things
were s0. (Acts 17 : 11) Thatis why the apostle Paul admonished
" the brethren at T hcssalomca, “De not quench the Spirit, do not
despise prophetic- utterances, but-examiné everything carefully;
hold fast to that which is good; abstain from every form of evil.”
(1 Thessalonians 5 : 19-22). These-instructions were not. only to '
the: Christians of the ﬁrst century, but for-all ages, for you and
for me... - -

‘ ‘We should not believe everythmg bemg taught in the name of '
the Bible today, because there are many false. teachings being

" taught in the world. 'We should try and test all teachings in the.
. light of the Bible. Hold fast and cling to that which is ‘really the
* word of God. More often in the religious world of today people
-are contended merely in anythmg that comes their way as the:
Bible teaching, taught by various ‘denominational ‘teachers, . and
'such are the causes' of dmslon in Christianity. (1 Corinthians

: 10-13). .

We should not overlook the fact that God has'spoken to man
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already through His Son as we read in Hebrews .1: 1, 2. He is
not talking through people, but through His book: ‘He is speaking
to you as much as he does to me through His ‘book. : He-is
not telling different things to different people. The problem is that
we are most times too busy learning the truth by ourselves. People
are going to people for learning God’s will instead of going to the
Book of God that contains the whole will of God. Thé: truth is
not some thing that man believes or assumes, rather what God
says in His Bible is the truth that we need to study and learn and
obey if we want to be saved in heaven. Truth is not found in
books written by men whosoever they might be, the truth, rather
is found in God’s'book. Therefore if we: want to know whether
a particular teaching .or. practice is in harmony with-the will of
God, then we need to go to the Bible.. We need to examine
everything in the light of what God has :revealed in His book.
The cause of division is man-made teaching and doctrine.
However, the teaching of God’s book wnll umte us all in one body,
‘one faith, and one spmt.

"Daddji;' Have I E vef Seen
A Chrzstlan 7’

Edsel Burleson

A little boy once asked his dad what a “Christian” was. The
dad replied that a Christian is a person :who loves and obeys God.
He loves friends aud neighbors and expresses his. appreciation for

* other Christians. He even loves his enemics and prays for them )
that they might be blessed. He prays often and blesses God’s

' holy name in reverent worship.  He is 'kind, consxderate, gentle,
courteous in speech, and in his selfless amtude He lives a life
that is pure and holy and Christ-like thiough ‘and  through.
The little boy thought for a moment and then asked another
question : “Daddy, have I ever seen one ?”’

Most of the New Testament is instruction designed to help us
know how to live so as to bring honor to God. How sad that so
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"many are “hearers”. but not ‘“doers” of the word. -For this
.reason ‘many little boys could very well ask, ““Have I ever scen a
Christian ?” Jesus said, “Let your light so shine befors men, that
they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is
in heaven” (Matthew 5 : 16).

- Someone told of a good brother who was in a field wken a
neighbor came over to talk about insect trouble, The neighbour
was very anxious to get his plowing done, but he took time to
_visit.

After a while the neighbor said, “I hear you are having a
good interest at church.” “Fair,”. the brother replied. “You
"say that the church is the only one mentioned in the Bible,” the
neighbor asked. “Yes, Sir, it is,” replied the brother proudly.
“You must be very happy to belong to such an important church,”
suggested the neighbor. “Well, yes, 1 am,” the brother replied.

“Sometime I would like to go with you and learn more about
the church,” offered the neighbor. “Fine,” said the brother, “I’ll
be glad to take you any time,” “Isn’t tonight midweek meeting
night for you folks ?” asked the interested friend. “Yes, it is,” was
the brother’s answer, “but I CAN'T go tonight; I’ve got too much
work to do.”

The friend said, “Well, I don’t reckon your church is any
more important than any -other. WE don’t think one has to
belong to the church or attend its services to be saved; and if
YOUR work is more important than that of the church, I reckon
your church isn’t very important either.”

As the neighbor walked away the brother started his tractor,
jerking it into gear, and muttered something about narrowminded-
ness. No, he didn’t attend the service that night nor has he been
able to bring his neighbor with him since. Nor does his neighbor
seem interested in talking religion with him any more.
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Who Is J‘e‘suﬁ 2
Brad T. Bromling

Who is Jesus ? Virtually everything imaginable has been said
of his identity. The cumulative force of this has been utter
confusion in the world regarding the true nature of Jesus'!
Whereas his enemies have maliciously accused him of being many
unholy things, his “friends™ have assumed him to possess
other—equally erroneous—identities. When he asked his closest
followers to report what the populace was saying of him, they
responded : “Some say John the Immerser, some, Elijah; and
others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets” (Matthew 16 ; 14).
While some thought He was simply a carpenter, others with
anger proposed that he was possessed of a devil. (Mark 6: 3;
John 7 : 20).

Nor did this confusion dissipate after his tnumph over the
powers of death, The Docetics of the second century taught- that
he was all God and no man; the Ebionites taught that he was all
man and no God; the Jehovah’s Witnesses say Jesus was simply
a perfect man; some Mormons accuse him of polygamy; the
re-incarnationists believe he was one of them; the Muslims believe
‘that he was just one among many good teachers; and the atheists
of today allege that Jesus was insane !

But, according to the Bible, who is this Jesus of Nazareth?
One text which answers this question authoritatively is Colossians
1:16-23. In this passage Paul stresses three facets of the
scriptural identity of Jesus.

Creator

First, he reminds us that Jesus is the CREATOR: “.. .for
in him were all things created, in the heavens and upon the earth,
things visible and things invisible, whether thrones or dominions
or principalities or powers; all things have been created through
him, and unto him; and he is before all things, and in him all
things consist” (Colossians 1 : 16, 17). That means that not only
was he the active agent in creation, but that he-is himself God.
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The deity of Jesus is loudly proclaimed'in the Scriptures. In
Genesis 1 : 26 we are given the first clué of this, for there we are
told : “And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our
image, after our likeness...” Although God is a BEING who
certainly defies a complete comprehension by ﬁmte minds. he
has given us a few glimpses into his character, one of these is
that there are three personages involved in the Gdhead (Matthéw
28 : 19). It is with this understanding that readers of Scripture
must come to John 1 : 1-3 : “In the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God and the Word was God. The same was
in the beginning with God. All tliings were made through 'hxm,
and without him was not anything made that hath been: made.”
As the Jews correctly perceived, when Jesus called ‘himself the
“Son of God,” he meant a great deal more than did - Luke ‘when
heé called Adam the “son of God” (Luke 3::38). Jesus mearit
‘that he was equal with God (John 5: 18), -and for this. reason
they *“sought the more to kill him !’ . 2

Further, Jesus is not only the originator of the: creation, but
he is also its maintdiner ! In the word ‘ “’consist” (Colossians
1: 17) inheres the idea of “hold together.” This is- the. same
"thought expressed in Hebrews I ::3, where it says that' Jesus is
“upholding all things by the word of his' power...” Here is an
impressive statement of Jesus’ divine power : be simply “‘spoke”
“the unpiverse into existence (Psalm 337:9); and by his very
“word” the universe continues to operate ! Any description that
fails to recognize Jesus® deity fails to describe the Jesus of the
Bible. , S
' Redeemer St
Second, Paul informs us that Jesus is the REDEEMER : “in
whom we have our redemption, the forgiveness of our sins,”
(verse 14; cf., verses 20-23), The term. “redempnon" conveys
the idea that a ransom price was paid to . buy another’s freedpm
from bondage. The very theme of the Bible. i 1s the. “redemptxon
of mankind from the slavery of sin . (Romans 3:236: 16-23)
Without Jesus, there is no redemption ! In redeemmg man, Iesus
fills two offices : (1) He is the sacmﬁclal lamb that was slain as. a
sin offering. And (2) he is the hxgh pne‘St asSIgned by God to
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olfsr the blood of ‘that-sacrifice: (John i : 29; Hebrews4.: 15).-
Jesus paid the only acceptable price to secure man's freedem
from sin—his pure blood (I Peter 1 : 18-19). Any description of
Jesus that misses his redemptive missicn is inadequate. '

© - Ruler

. Third, Jesus is the: RULER: “And he is- the head of the
body, the church : who is- the beginning, the first born from the
dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence” (verse
18; cf. verses 10, 13). This facet of Jesus’ character is shown by
Paul’s use of two figures of speeeh. First, Paul refers to the
church as Christ’s Kingdom : “[God] delivered us out of darkness, -
and translated us into the kingdom of the Son of his love” (verse
13). This figure implies that Jesus is a king, and as such he has
complete authority over his subjects (Matthew 28 : 18; John
12 : 48). As our monarch. Jesus does not merely preside over a
democracy. (as‘an‘American president might). Instead, what he

o

says is law ! This ié the meaning of Peter's statement, “Let all
the house of Israel thérefore know assuredly; that God hath made
him both LORD and Christ, this Jesus whom ye crucified”
(Acts 2:36). = :

Second, Paul refers.to the church as the body of which Christ
is the head (verse 13). A human body which is functioning correctly.
is in complete submission-to the will of its brain. What the head
thinks determines the attitude, posture, direction, and well-being
of the whole body. - Just so, Christ demands the same influence
aver his church : “and [God] put- all things in subjection under
his feet,-and gave him. to-be head over all things ‘to- the church,-
whith is his body, the fullness of him that filleth all in all”
(Bphesians 1 : 22-23).

Any answer to the question “Who is Jesus 2 that contradicts
or fails to consider the Lordship of Jesus is unbiblical and useless.
~ Whois Jesus? Jesus is the CREATOR. Like clay in a
potter’s hands, who' are we to do less than yield to ‘his will
(Romans 9 : 21)7 Jesus is our REDEEMER, and ‘like - the two
men from Jeficho who were freed from the bondage of blindnéss,
we ought'to arise and gratéfully follow him (Matthew 20 : 34).



Jesus is our KING, and as his subjects ‘we must serve him with
all reverence and humility. S : :

Yes, the world is confused ov er the identity of the Nazarene;
and this confusion will result in the condem nation of many, If
those of us who call ourselves his friends fail to recogaize —and
teach others—these facets of Jesus’ character, we will fare no
better in the presence of Jesus who then will be our Judge!
(II Timothy 4 : 1). : T

Where -Are You Going ?
. Dana Watford |

" Recently, I.had the opportunity to speak to a group of
prisoners at the S tate Penitentiary. Iam happy that I was able to
share the gospel of Christ with those men. But a somewhat
amusing incident took place as we were leaving the building to 80
back across the prison yard. We were late getting through with
the service (through no fault of my own) and instead of being able
to walk across the yard when it was empty, we had to walk when
it was full of prisoners going back to their cell blocks. I was out
in the front of our group talking to one of the prisoners who had
been at the service, when I realized that I went through a gate that
I'had not remembered coming through when we came in. - I was
going into-the cellblock with the prisoners:! I heard someone ask
from behind; “Where are you going 7 Several of the prisoners
invited me to come in with them ! Of couise, I refused. When'
someone asked me why I was going that way, the only reply I
could come up with was, “That’s what happens when you follow
tho wrong crowd.” It was somewhat comical when I said it, but
the truth of it was plain to see.

. There is perhaps no explanation given more often for our
actions than : “Everybody else is doing it.” This is given te
explain everything—from our choice of clothes, to our willingness
to engage in the same sins as those around us. It is our refoge
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against the pleas of our friends for a life that is more noble and -
pure. “Everybody’s doing it” seems to- be the stapdard of too
many today. It would be gise for us to consider this standard
of following the crowd in light of some things which we know -
from the past. What if we had lived with Adam and Eve in Eden.
Everybody present disobeyed God ! Would you have followed
the crowd on that day'? What if you had lived in Noah’s timie ?
If someone had asked you, “Where are you going ?* Would you '
have been walking toward the ark with that maguificent minority ?
or, following the multitude away from it to do evil, and to death ?

This attitude of following the crowd is dangerous! It
assumes that the standard of right is determined by men. Nothing
could be farther from the truth | Men have never been able to agree
on an acceptable way of life, much less follow such a standard
(Jeremiah 10 : 23).

The only way to know what is right is to learn what God' has
gaid ! His word alone is the standard.(Isaiah 49 : 22).

You Must Begin!!

A teakettle singing on the stove was the beginning of the
steam engine. A shirt waving on a clothesline was the beginning
of a balloon, the fore-runner of the Graf Zeppelin. A spider web
strung across a garden path suggested the suspension bridge. A
lantern swinging in a tower was the beginning of the pendulum.
An apple falling from a tree caused the discovery of the law of
gravity. : Lo

So it is with the life of a man. Once he has made a beginning
at something, no one can predict the end resuit. Simple, seem-
ingly meaningless beginnings often have wonderful endings. But,
the beginning must be made. The first step must be taken.

- Christian service is the same way. Only those who begin can
become the giants of Christian service. Some, because they feel
incapable of doing great deeds in the vineyard of the Lord, necver
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enter the field: No one:has éver stepped directly into great path-_:
ways of service. Everyone must begin: with the teakettles and -
spiderwebs of service.. Then, having made. a begmnmg, he can:-
progress to the greatest aSpects of servxoe

Dont wait to serve the Lord uatil you think you are ready to
do the big things.. Begln where you are. Do the things that you
can do. Once you make a begmmng, no one can predict the final
gteatness of your serv1ce

—Author not known to the editor

nykfort Sérmon-s

There is no limit to what a good man can do if he does not
care who gets the credit. .

X X X

If religion has not changed you, you need to change your
religion. :

XXX,
There is no good way to be bad and no bad way to be good.
XXX

Soft words - may appease an angry man, bitter words never
will - :

XXX

Snobbery is the pride of. those - who are not sure of thelr
position.

,XXX

‘e Anger isa wmd which blows out the lamp- of the mxnd
' X X X

The excellence of many dlscourses consnsts in the:r brevxty
o X ox %
- He lives‘in true repose who budles his passxous
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