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If I Can But Touch The Hem
- Of Hxs Garment BT

When Jesus was on carth he hea]eda]ot of peop]e, Hc
generally moved around from village . to village,. from town ito
" town or city. to city. As a result ef his work; his fame went fut
over the country. There were always numerous people trymg 1,9
reach him that he might heal them... Some beheved so strongly
that they reasoned that 1f they could but touch the hem of his
_garment that they would be healed: We have an example of this
in Matthew 9:20-22.  The record says, “And; behold, a- woma3n
which was diseased with an issue of blood" twelve years; * catiie
behind him, and touched the- hem of his garmeiit : For she-sald
within herself, If I'may but touch his - garment, I shall ‘bewhole.
But Jesus turned him abouf, and when he saw her, ‘he said,
‘Daughter, be of good comfort; thy faith hath made thee whoi@
' And the woman was made whole from that hour.” o A

On another occasmn, when Jesus and hlS dlscxples came mto
the land of Gennesaret, we réad, “And whenithe men =6f that
place had knewledge of him, they sent out into:al] that. coyntry
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round about, and brought unto him all that were diseaséd; And
besought him that they might only touch the hem of his garment @
and as many as, touched were made perfectly whole.” (Matthew
14:35, 36).: . o

Concerning the woman who wanted to touch the garmept of
Jesus, Mark says that she had spent all that she had on physicians
in an effort to get well, but instead she had’ gotten worse. Then
he says, ““When she had heard of Jesus, came in the press behind,
and touched his garment. For she said, If I may touch but his
clothes, I shall be whole. And straightway the fountain of her

blood was dried up; and she felt in her body that she was healed
of that plague.” (Mark 5:27-29). ‘

With this woman, and with those in general, who sought to
but touch the hem of Jesus’ garment, they had great: faith in his
power to heal them, and as a result they were healed. But think
about this woman, for example. She was not trying to touch
just any garment, or the garment of just any person. Her faith,
rather, was in Jesus and she had so much faith that she reasoned
that if she could just touch his garment, and even just the hem or
the edge of his garment, thdt she could be healed. She thetefore
put fourth the necessary effort to get to where Jesus was and then
to reach out to touch his garment. This no doubt was very
difficult for her to do since she was sick, and since there were so
many gathered around Jesus. Yet, she was determined to-do it

and when she did so then her faith was rewarded. Her attitude,
faith, and determined effort made all the difference.

Wouldn’t it be wonderflil if we had more people today with
that attitude, with that kind of faith, and the willingness to do
. whatever is necessary to obey the Lord and to serve him ? My
friends, we shouldn’t want to settle for anything less than the
truth in all religious matters. Truth is from God and it is the
truth that saves and makes us free.. (John 17:17; John 8:32). It
seems though that a lot of people will go along with just’ anything
~ that is taught, but remember that John warns us that many false

prophets or teachers have gone out into the world. (1 John 4:1).

‘. We should not be satisfied with just some religion, just any
religion, but only the religion of God. There ar¢ many religions
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" but only one that is of God. (James 1:26). Religions of men are
cortupt but the religion of God is pure. (James 1-27)

. Our attitude should be that if we can just hear and pbey the
gospel of Christ that we know that we can be saved. Christ said
that this gospel should be preached to all and “He that believeth
- and is baptized shall be saved: but he that believeth not shall- be
damned.” (Mark 16:15, 16). There are many gospels; different
gospels, perverted gospels, but those of men cannot save. .They
may sound good but in the end they will destroy. Paul stated the
seriousness of staying with the one pure gospel of Christ when he -
said to the Galatians, “I marvel that ye are so soon removed
. from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another
-gospel : Which is not another; but there be some that trouble
you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. But though we, or
an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than
.that which have preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we
said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other
gospel unto you than that ye have received, let him, be accursed.”
(Galatians 1:6-9). Paul said that he had preached the one gospel
of Christ to them but that if he or others should then come and
preach a different gospel then the curse of God would be upon
them. He said that even if an angel should come and prea\ch
i} another gospel that he likewise would be cutsed. Now where can
we find the one true gospel of Christ ? 1In God’s book, of course.
That means then if wé all obey that gospel then we will' ali obey
. the’ same gospel. It also means that if we all obey the same
gospel then we all should be saved the same way and be members
of the same church, etc. But that is not true, is it ?. That means
then that somebody is preaching a gospel different to the gospel
that Paul and others preached in New Testment times as recorded
in the scriptures. That likewise means that a lot of people will
 therefore be lost for accepting another gospel. But to. hear
‘religious leaders talk today then they would have us believe that
regardless of what is preached that it is all the gospel of . Chﬂﬁt
My friends, don’t you believe it. We should not accept at;ythlj;&
but what we read in God’s word, Our desire should be to know:-
and obey the one pure gospel of Christ. Only then cap we-hg
saved., A
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. In regards to the church, my.friends, we should be.determined
not to be amamber«di'-‘ any church except the Lord’s church, the
pne and only church’that we read about in the Bible. Why

“‘Wwould anyone" wanit ‘to be a meriber of just another church,
especm]ly 2 man-made church, -one that ‘does not belong to
" Christ, and ‘that does not wear the name- of Christ 2 Listen, if I
“"am going, to be a member of a church then I'want to be'a member

““of the one that Chirist built (Matthew 16:18), the one that had its

“peginning_ in T erisalem in A.D. 33 (Acts 2), the one that Christ
“died,for (Ephesians 5:17), the ‘6ne he shed his-blood for (Acts
Th0:28), ‘the ome that he is saviour of (Ephesians 5:23), the one he -
“’is head of (Colossians 1:18), and the ‘one that wears his name.
““(1 Corinthians 12:27; Romans 16:16). Oh yes, there are plenty of
:people who. will tell you that the church is not impertant, - that it
‘doesn’t” matter ‘which church ‘you ‘are a ‘member of, that all
. “chyrches ‘belorig to  the Lord, but don’t you believe 2 word-of it.
" If you beliéve that then you will believe anything. What if that
’ 'W‘d_inaii‘),h?ld:;,séidj fhat it doesn’t matter about the garment; that
_‘one ‘garment 'is as "good as another, and soon? Do you think
. that she’ would have been ‘healed 7 Certainly not! But her
*‘attitude’ was 'that if I'can ‘but fouch his garment, It had to be .

'hls gafment, and she had to touch that gatment to' be healed.
- Once she touched his garment then she was healed. Likewise, it

" Thust "be his .church. "He is thie saviour of his church and that
. means that wé must be members of it ‘to be saved.. We ‘must not
’.‘o'ﬂlynknbvé_‘.fch,is:'l)ﬁt_’W_é must pat forth the necessary effort to obey
-.the Lord that we might be saved and fso he can add us to his
. ghyrch, (Acts 2:47). And Jisten, he has. only “one church.

. (Ephesians 4:4; Colossians 1:18).

PRt Ngaim, We should be determined to wear the name of Christ
“both as a‘mémber ‘of His church and as-an .individual follower of
““Christ. “"We are told that salvation is not in just-any, name, but in
“ilie hamé of Chitist.  (Acts 4:12). We are told also that we are
“¥§ *do “all:*things" in 'his ‘name. (Colossians” 3i17). As for the
5ofthech, 1f:Christ built-it; if he is the saviour:of it, the head of it,
e - countsdt as'his bride,” his ‘body, his family, and so on, then
siwsldsate siot:-follow ‘that it would wear his name? If it-was not

going to wear the name of Christ, then whose name would . it

wear ? My friends, the scriptures speaks of the body of Christ

.



(1 Corinthians 12:27), referring to the Lord’s church, .and. there-. .
fore, the church of Christ. In speaking of §everal, eeggregatlpns;
of ‘the church, Paul .deseribes them -.as churches.of Christ in.,
Romans 16:16. As individual followers of Christ, they are, called
. Christians in the Lord’s ‘word. (Acts 11:26;: Acts 26:28; 1 Peter,s
4:16). ‘So, if we are going to. wear :any -mame rehglously, we-:
. should want to wear only the Lord’s name. . Yes; .as. -with_ other
matters, our religious. friends will. tell us that the; pame doesp’t:
matter, that it is not important; and all of that, but. the scriptures -
“do not teach this. - You,go to God’s word-and. see- what it says ..
about the name of Chnst the name of the church and gvhat wei,?
are to be called as followers of Christ. If that will not convmce N
you, then nothing will.

When it comes to worship, we should be d
worship only as the Lord directs in his word. Of co
~ told again, as with so many other th{ﬂ@, that .it dp
~how we worship just so long as: 1we am
“where do we read that in the scrlptures 7 As

we are warned that our worship will be vain if we worsh1p:a;.e€ord-
ing to the doctrines and commanpdments of men. (Mark 7:7). On
the other hand, Christ says that ou# worship must be in spirit and
in truth, that is, in all sincerity and according the Lord’s teaching.
(John 4:24): - When we  read through’the New Testament we are
made to realize that there are somé specific things that are required -
if our worship is to be acceptable to God. - ‘First, we are. told that-:
we are to worship on ‘the first- day  oft: the: week. (Aets 207 :
Second, we are told that our worship must mcludeareadmg and .,
studymg God’s word (2 Tnnothy 2:15),:'going to:.the Father .in ;
prayer (Acts 2: :42), singing praises: to the Lord (Ephesians $:19), .-
partakmg of the Lord’s Supper .(1-Corinthians. 11:23-29), . and
giving of our means: (1 Corinthians 16:2). .And third, we are.,
warned against forsakmg the assemiblies: (Hebrews. 10;25).. Now,ig :
if we are going to worshlp, then we should want to do, it.the way. .
that thé Lord wants us to. do it. If we' are not; gomg to do it.that.
way then why bother w1th it 7 A 2T e s a

L1keW1se, wrth all of the other thmgs that we say and do m
the nam€ of religion, we: shpuld -want {o: do them as the Lmrd
directs in his word. Why £0 thrcugh life- domg those things that



aré questionable, that which is contrary to God’s wishes, that
- which is dctording to the teachings of men? Why depend on °
our wisdom and the wisdom of men when we can go to the Lord
for-guidance ? Why risk being lost when we can be sure that we
are right 7 Why listen to others when the Lord has spoken ? My
friends; our souls are too precious, life is too short, and etérnity‘
is too lodg, to take chances. ‘The Lord’s way is right. (Matthew.
T21). There is but one wdy and it is strait and narrow. (Matthew
7:13, 14).  There is no way to God but by him. (John 14:6)..
Lét s be sure that we take that road, Let us be satisfied with

nothing less. ' - :

. 1. once heard a preacher tell the story of a farmer who
wanted. to .preach, but he was waiting for a «Special Call”
from the Lord. One day as he was ploughing, he saw a strange
looking patch of cloud up in the sky. He got interested in it
and began to make out what did it mean. Soon he came up
with an idea, and walked back to his house. . He told his wife
that now -he was going to preach. His wife was astonished to
‘hear about that sudden change of mind, and asked him how did
he suddenly decide to go to preach. The farmer told his wife
about the clonds he had seen and said that it read like G,P.C.
and that he firmly believed that it was a sign from the Lord, and
méants : “Go Preach Christ.”” So the farmer left his house and .
went to preach, However, aftera few months he came back to
;ﬁs house, and was in a bad shape, tired and fatigued. His wife
asked him, how did he do and what was the problem ? Well, said
the farmer; I misread the clouds. What said the wife. = Yes, the
farmer replied, T believe it meant “Go Plough Corn’! '



7

The above story illustrates that zeal without proper know:
ledge can be harmful. There are many today, who like the farmer,
want to preach, but while they do have zeal they lack the
knowledge of the word. - Some may have gone to denominational
seminaries, or various books and commentaries to learn to preach.
But all they know to preach is the doctrine of that denomination
which seminary they attended, or the philosophy of men. They
still do not have the knowledge that comes from studying God’s
word. To preach the Bible one must know the Bible, and there
is only way to learn what the Bible teaches and that is by study-
ing the Bible itself. Just as one can’t learn how to shoot with
a gun by practicing on stlcks

The word of God is the sword of the Spmt (Ephesians 6:17).

The inspired writer of the Bible wrote : “For the word of God '
is queik, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged 'sword,

piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul ‘and spirit, and of
the joint and marrow, and is a discerner- of the thoughts and
intents of the heart.” (Hebrews 4:12). To efﬁectWelly use -the
sword one must learn how to use it otherwise in stead of- protect- _
_ing it can be harmful to the one who is using it and ‘perhaps
might cause harm to many other innocent people. Speaking
about the epistles of Paul the apostle Peter wrote, “As also i in all
his epistles, speaking of them in these things;in which are some
things hard to be understood, which they are unlearned and
unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their
own destruction.” (2 Peter 3:16). True, many today are preaching :
to their own. destruction, for they are telling people to do such
things which are not commanded in the Bible. (Matthew 15:9).
Preachers are telling people today to get saved by praying and
confessing their sins; they are telling their audiences to believe
and be saved by faith alone, without the obedience to the Lord’s
command. This is not what the author of salvation. taught
(Hebrews 5:9,9; Mark 16:16), and neither did his apostles teach
such a thing. (Acts 2:37,38). Preachers, “among other things,
are telling people today that the church is not important and
that they can join any church of their own choice. This is not
what.the Bible teaches, however. (Atcs 2:47; 20:28; Ephesians
5:23; 445 1:22,23), : -
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The +Bible exhorts “Do your best to present yourself to God
as owe approved, a workman who does not fieed to. be - ashamcd
and’ who ‘corredtly handles the word of truth.” (2 ‘Timothy. 2:15,
NIV). ' Preachers have a great responsibility, because they are -
dealing with the word of God, which is God’s power to save.
(Romans 1:16). But if they do not learn:to handlé. aright the ..
woid of God the same power can destory both them and their
listéners. (John 12:47,48).  Who did Christ picture in Matthew -
7:29°48 s‘tandmg before him in thé day of judgment ?.- Were they .
not pxeachers ? ‘And listen, what he $aid about them; “Many - will
sa¥'to me in that day, Lord, Lord,-have we not’ prophesied in - “thy.
name ? and in thy name have cast out devils 7 and in thy
name done many wonderful works ?” Here were these men who
professed before the. Lord that. they had done many great’ and
wonderful works in his name, They were zealous, Whlle on-earth;
they Went about doing things in the name of the Lord, or as they
~ thought t.hen that they wetre doing those things :in the namie" oI‘

the Lord, even claimed of having performed ‘miracles in the Lotd’s”
name' But what did the Lord say ?. He said, in the next verse,
“And then will I profess unto them I ‘hever knew you: depart
from me,, ye that work lmqmty n (Matthew 7:23). He'would -
not receive them, he refused to even recogmze them, and said
that all’ they did was iniquity ! Why ? Because’ “they were not
accordmg to the revealed will of the Father, God. (Matthew 7:21).
There are many such preachers today, some of them - are
con51dered to bg great world-famous, who are’ suppo~edly working -
miracles in’ thé name of Christ and preachmg to large audiences,
and domg different things in the name-of the Lord. But to. “their
great astonishment they are, on the day of ‘judgment, going to’
dlSCOVGI' that all that they did was in'vain and "as iniquity before -
the Lord, because what they did ‘and prcached was not - according. -
to the will of God as He has revealed to-‘man " in h1s book the
Blble :

The apostle Paul isa: good example of mlsgulded zeal HiS,
introduction is given in Acts the 9th chapter.as, “And Saul, yet-

bréathing:out thireatenings and slaughter against : the disciples of
the Lord, went-unto the high priest: -:And desired of him lejters -
‘to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this: way . -
whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto

/
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Jerusalem,”  Later when He was qon! aer@q, ll\,%il? tood
before king Agnppa as a gospel preag er, he ‘told tiin, verily
thought with myself, that I ouglitifo do many things contrary to
the name of Jesus of Nazareth. Which thing I also did - in
Jerusalem : and many of the:saints did: I shut up in prison, having
received authorlty from the chief priests; and when they were put
to death, I gave my viice dpainstthemi -/And punished -them; oft
in every synagogue; dnd:Compelled them to blaspheme; and. being-
exceedmg]y ‘mad s Againstithein, -T'i pérsecuted sthem: veven: unto:
strange citiesi® 7i¢Actd 2619:11).y | Saulwas+:a | religibus man,»he}
* worshipped. the trive and thie livilg Godu: He'was full of i-zeal’ for. -
God and His cause. But invhisiszeal he was; actually. kicking
. against; the. prlcks (Ag; 26'14) _He . was l_harmmg ‘himself,
because he was. goipg against, , .. while "he thought~
he was, domg God’s s will.. zeal for. God'f)uf he‘
. ! :

hen
Late

bIasphemer, a_ndr ,
becausa

{Whﬂe there are some. preaﬁhmg today ﬁmly ﬁor sqmﬁ IIlzeu%ex;;a,lT A
,' garrns ‘and these aré the;ones.who-weuld preach anything for any,
- chuirch’ or .ofganization;:ras;dong: as . they are. being, pald T}le
- apostle: Paul writé:aboutithemiinRomans 16;17,18 and said that
~ such .serveiinot iour’ Lord Jesns Christ.but.their, own bel,ly. ,But
therre are, some , others who are sincerely and honestly preachmg .
it ?{ 2 t‘he apoﬁtle’Péiﬂ did Before he re&hzed

, “but “they” lacié fhéTéﬂoWledge bf‘ the: word

ke Wh m the” Er’pés’f e 1 Romand
10 12 “epoT T Béar ‘then record ‘that ' they ";fﬁave &9 of God;
but’ ot accorﬂxng to knowIed‘ 2 ';Bémg jghiorant ‘of “thetruth -
fhey ar b hat tﬁey "‘are preachingA .

the' knowiedge of God’s ‘word
then:it.can be dangerous; and can and will lead . one,..and many
others, intd: eternal destruction.: (Matthew. 7:22,23) I challen%e
you }to examme what to preach in flxght of the: word of God

~

20 efiinent g D e oinoal s
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The Eldérs ‘And Congregational -
o - Unity

4 Boh Duncan.

v

..’

- (While we have finished our discussion of the qualifications of
elders, something needs to be said about the duties- and  responsi-
bilities of every member of the .church to the eldership. The

. following editorial was originally published in the Words of Truth
of . March 31, 1978 under .the title, *“Unity in Matters of
Iud'gmerll.t”. Please read it carefully.) R : . :

A great dictum of the Restoration Movement is stated in the
following words : “In matters of faith, unity; in .opinion, liberty;
“and in all things, charity.” .We would do well to repeat this from
time to time, and be reminded of its implications. Perhaps it is
superfluous to point out that' matters. of faith™ are those things =
believed because they are clearly revealed in the Bible, for “faith.
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God” (Romans
10:17). Matters of opinion ére‘those things concerning which one -
may have formed a judgment, and yet concerning which the -Bible
is silent. In such case; of course, each one is free to have his. own
_opinion. It is a tragic mistake to treat matters of faith as if they
were nothing more than matters of opinion; and it is also tragic. to
treat matters of opinion as if théy werg matters of faith.

And yet there is a sense in which all members of a given
congregation must maintain unity, even in matters of judgment or
opinion. “Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of ‘qur Lord
Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no
divisions among you; but that ye. be perfectly joined together in
~ the same mind.and in the "same judgment” (I Corinthians 1:10).
"This is not to say we can all think alike in matters of judgment; it
is rather admonishing that there be a_ harmony and unity of

action, even in matters of judgment. : ‘ :

It is easy for us to see why there must be unity in matters of
judgment in each congregation, If such did not prevail, .it would
be impossible to have an orderly worship period or -an effective .

_ program of work.. The hour at which the church begins its
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worship on the Lord’s day is a matter of judgment, but éach
member of the congregation is not at liberty to begin at whatever
hour his own personal judgment dictates. The number of songs
to be sung, and the number of verses of each song are matters of,
‘judgment,” and: doubtless there are differences of opinion with"
reference to these in practically every congregation. Even so, ’
there must be unity and harmony of action in singing .the songs.”
Who is to preach in-meetings, and how long they are to'laé't,_ are
matters of judgment. Whether to build a meeting’ house, What '
kind to build, how best to use it, whether to have.a bus program,
what the busses are to be used for, etc., are all matters of judg:-
- ment. Different ones are bound to have different opinions about .
these matters, And yet there must be unity with reference to each’
one. TR o SR
. In matters of faith we can be united when everyone submits.
to the word of God. How aan we be united in matter of judgment
or opinion? "'We can be united in matters of judgment only if all”
in a given congregation will submit to the judgent of some in that
congregation; and the Bible tells us to whose judgment we are to
submit. ‘‘Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit
yourselves : for they watch for your souls, as they that must give
- account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for
~ that is unprofitable for “you” (Hebrews 13:17).  R.C.H. Lenski,
- commenting on this verse says it refers to the fact ‘that “‘one
~ yields, gives up, when he has a contrary opinion.” Every member .
of the congregation, even though he may have a contrary opinion,
is' to yield or give up to the judgments of the eldership. Brother
Rex A. Turner, Sr., writing in the 1977-78 Gospel Advocate Annual
Lesson Commentary, has made the following excellent observa-
tion ¢ ‘ ' e

“Elders are responsible for Churbh - policy. Often murmurings’
and misunderstandings arise in a congregation over matters of
- mere policy. The times for meeting on Lord’s day and on the’
- weekdays is a matter of policy. The use that outsiders will be
allowed to make of the - church -building—for - funerals,
weddings, and public or private_school systems—are in the-
realm of-policy. The use of an organ in the building for a:
- wedding is 4 matter of policy. ... The point of emphasis s,
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..that the elders should leéd the church in the development of
a set of rules relative to matters pertaining to policy.”

Needless to say, in practically every congregation there would
be those whose judgment would differ from that of the eldership.
One may differ with the judgment of the eldership because he
does not have access to all the facts in the case. He may differ
because he has not taken the time to study and investigate the

~matter as thoroughly as have the elders, or because his knowledge -
of the scriptures and his experience in makmg such judgments are
limited. Or he may differ with the eldership in a given situation
because the elders have used poor judgment, and his judgment is
better. In any case, however, every member of the congregation
must yield to the eldership in matters of judgment. This is God’s
plan for unity in matters of judgment. God’s plan for unity in
matters of faith is for everyone to yleld to the scriptures: To reject

* God’s ‘plan for umty in elther realm.is to set oneself over agamst

God,

Behold ICome Qulckly S
| Rayhawk

~ “But of that daiy and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the
angels which are in heaven, neither the ‘Son, but the Father”.
. (Mark 13:32),

The above passage indicates that only the. Father knows the

day and hour Jesus will return to judge the world. Not even

“Jesus knows ! Since Jesus himself said he did not know,.any
passage we find in the New Testament whlch indicates a time

limit would not be a passage talking about his 'literal coming in

the clouds to destroy this world and judge mankind. After all, if-

Jesus does not know when he is réturning, he could not very well

say, ““Behold, I come quickly,” could he ? -The word “quickly”

1s an adverb of time. The Greek word,  tachu, means *shortly,
without’ delay, soon, suddenly, readily, or quickly.” Itis used in

passages that always mean a short time. ‘““Agree with thine

gdversary qmckly” (Matthgw 5: 25) “And go qulckly, and tell
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his disciples” (Matthew 28:7). “She arose qulckly, and care
- unto him”. (John 11:29). “...else I will come unto thee quickly”’.
(Revelation 2:5). “Surely I come quickly; Amen’. (Revelation
22:20). - The word is never used in the New Testament to indicate
a long period of time such as 500 or 2000 years !

If we find a passage in the New Testament which states Jesus
will return shortly or quickly, it cannot be talking about a coming
in our future which only the Father knows about, but must be
‘talking about a coming- which transpired in the first century. -
. Since. the Holy Spirit was sent to tell the apostles and prophets

'things to come, whatever they revealed  would be what Jesus
spoke. (John -14;18; 16:13). But, Jesus did not know the day '
“nor hour. So, when a time. is given-as being in their lifetime, ‘it
cannot be -his ‘literal coming in judgment for we know that has
not taken place Whatever coming it was, it has already happened,
because the Holy Spirit said it would and it todk place in the
first -century. That coming was not a literal coming .but the
coming of Jesus in judgn&ent upon Jerusalem in A.D, 70.

“But when they persecute you in this city, ﬂee ye mto
another : for verily Isay unto you, Ye shall not have gone over
the cities of Israel, till the Son of man be come”. (Matthew 10:23).
This passage is stated by Jesus to the apostles. He said they
- would not have covered the cities of Israel before he came. This

passage cannot refer to a second literal coming, but must refer to
the fall of Jerusalem and Jesus’ coming through the'Roman
army. ) : ' ' :

“For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father
‘with his angels; and then he shall reward every man accordmg to
his works. * Verily I say unto you. There be some standing here,
which. shall not taste of death, till they see the Son of man
-coming in his kingdom?. (Matthew 16:27, 28). When you compare
this passage with Mark 8:23-9:1 and Luke 9:26, 27 you can see
" Jesus in speaking of the completion of his kingdom on earth
during the lifetime of his disciples standing before -him at that
time. Verse 27 may confuse the reader until he comparés the
language found in Matthew 24:30, 31; Mark 13:26, 27; and Luke
. 21:27, 28, These are time passages that relate to the destruction
of Jerusalem. The kingdom was established on Pentecost and
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saints “were. in 1t before A.D. 70, but it was not perfected (teleios,
IConnthlans 13:8-10; Ephesians 4:11:13). until thrs coming of
" Jesus. " (Acts 2:14; Colossians 1: 13 Revelation 1:9),

‘Let” your moderation be known unto all men. The Lord is
at hand”. (Philippians 4:5). The phrase, “at hand” is from the
Greek word, eggus, and means to bend the arm so that the hand
<snear. It came to mean near, at hand, nigh, ready. This word
is found in thirty passages and always translated as nigh, near,
ready, or at. hand. = Once; in Acts 1:12 it is rendered “from” in
" the KJV but from the context means near. 'This passage indicated
" Jesus was at hand or near in his coming.. This cannot have
reference to a coming in our future. It must refer to a coming -
in the lifetime ‘of the Philippians. Besides, a time limit is put
"upon it and since no oneé knows when Jesus is coming back
literally, it has to refer to his coming in A.D. 70 which was known
by given signs. (Matthew 24 3, 30)

“For yet a little whxle, and he that shall come will come, and
will not tarry”. - (Hebrews 10:37). The expressions “a little
while” and “not tarry” puts this coming in the framework of the
first century. It refers to a known coming whlch cannot be that
one spoken by Jesus in Mark, :

- “Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming - of the '
‘Lord...Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts : for the coming of
the Lord draweth nigh”. (James 5.7, 8). Since Jesus did not -
know" when he would come according to Mark, this coming has a
time limit and must be accepted as a coming that was nigh or near
. for those James wrote to. - Some might say the expresswn “nigh”
is figurative and 1000 years is. but a day to God. But, James 1sn’t
_Qpeakmg to.God, he is speakmg to men. The word ‘nigh”
from the Greek word eggizo and is never used to indicate 100()
Yyears, In fact, it is the same word used in Matthew 3 2 and 4:17
“for the kingdom of heaven is at hand,” If it means 1000 years
in James it would have to mean 1000 years in Matthew ! Are we
ready to accept that error ? - '

_ In Revelation 2:5, 16; 3:11 and 22:7, 12, 20 Jesus says he will
yeturn quickly ! Mark 13:32 says he doesn’t know the day nor
‘hour, only the Father, Yet, in' Revelation he tells John, the
:Ephesians, Pergamos, and the church at Phllade]phla that he is
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‘coming quickly. . The quick réturn must be his coming in judge-
ment upon Jerusalem and the temple. (Matthew 24:1-35), It
- cannot refer to a literal coming to end the world arid judge man-
kind, for Jesus does not know when thatis! - To make these
passages apply to a future coming is to twist them out of context,

make words into things they do- not mean, and mlss the entlre
meanmg and apphcauon of Revelation !

. Other passages to consider  in thls study are Matthew
24:3; 27, 30,731; 26:64; Mark 8:38-9:1; 13:24-31;. Luke 9:26, 27;
17:20-37; 19:41-44; 21:7, 20, 27, 28; John 21:21-23; Acts 2:20;

- 319 20 6:13, 14; Romans  13:11; 16:20; I Corinthians 1:7; 8;

13:1-10; Philippians 4:5: Hebrews 10:37; 12:22-29; James 5:7; 8;
I Peter 4:7, 13, 17; I John 2:18; Revelation 1:1, 3 3:11; 22:6, 10.

 Notice the endmg of Revélation- 22:20, 21 : “He whlch
testifieth these things saith, Surely I come -quickly. Amen. Even
so, come Lord Jesus. The grace of .our.Lord Jesus Christ be
“with you all. Amen.” Jesus told John he was coming quickly.
To_that remaik, John, understanding the impact of the word
“qulckjy” said, . “Even so, come Lord Jesus.” John was not .
asking Jesus to ‘come 2000 years. later, but right then ! Since
Jesus did not know when he would come back in Mark 13:32, this
‘quick coming must refer to one he knows about and recognizes it
‘will be quickly. That is the only mtcrpretatlon of these words.

| Blessmgs Of Bemg A Chrlstlan Only

E. Claude Gardner
As a Chnstlan one ‘has countless reasons to rejoxce One
en)oys these b]essmgs as a Christian : ~

1. He is in Chnst and the church where there is salvatlon
“RCJOICC in the Lord.” Phil. 3:1. :

2. He is a new creature w1th all of lus past sins forglven
2 Cor.. 5: 17.

3. He has feIIOWShlp w1th God Chnst and. the Holy Spmt '
and he is also a partner with other Chrlstlans I John I:3..
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4. He has the privilege of worshlppmg God “in spirit and'
truth »  John 4:24. :

5.. He has the opportumty to render great service. He can .
teach his neighbor the will of God. Rev. 22:17. o

6. He can enjoy a full measure .of happiness for Jesus
brought us the ab‘undant.lif‘e. " (John 10:10).

7. ‘He has hope now and " forevermore. “Rejoice in
hope ***.” Rom. 12:12. '

These blessings make us happy, zealous, lovable, calm,
stable, useful and obedient. 'Why not be a Christian ? You will

be glad when you do so.

When one who hears the gospel of Christ, beheves it and -
_then is led to repentence and baptism upon a confession of faith
in Christ, he becomes a Christian and a Christian only ‘(Acts 2:38;
© 8:26-39; 22:8:6). It requires more than: obedience to the Lord’s
way " to be more than a Christian. In the divided state of-
- Christendom people claim to be Christians but then a label is
* worn to identify the particular ‘“‘brand” of Christian they
purpose to be. They claim the name Christian. but *“Plus”
another name that is human in origin. The “Plus” religious
name. may be designed after a man, a Bible doctrine, or a form
of church government, ' ' ' -

Why not wear the name “Chrlstlan” without addmg any
other designation ? Please consider these reasons for being a
Christian only :

1. We Honour Christ, By wearing the name Christian we
- honour Christ. Each time we pronounce the name we of necessity
speak the name of Christ. Since Christ is Saviour, it is reasonable
that men should honour him by wearing his name. He is to be
pre-eminent .in all things. (Col. 1:18). His name is ‘‘above
every name” Phil. 2:9. '

~ The church is the bride of Chnst (Rom. 7:4;2 Cor. 11:2).
It is inconceivable that any thoughtful person married to Christ -
would really consider wearning the name of another. In human.
affairs it is underStood that the bride takes her husband’s name
and she does it with joy and with the desire to honor him.
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_“Nothing' in a name” we are advised. - How can this be ?
Luke records, “Neither is there salvation in'any other : for there
is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we.
must be saved.” Acts 4:12.

2, It is Undcnommatlonal. The “ecumenical” idea has an
appeal to some who declare they are tired of division. One barrier
to unity is the name by which men are called. Names with much
tradition attached to them as well as any other human names are
responsible in part for division. One barrier to unity is the name
by which men are called. Names with much tradition attached
to them as well as any other human names are responsible in part
for division. Party names foster division. Partyismis condemned
(1. Cor. 1:10-16). The world can never be’ united on any
denominational name.- The only name on Whlch it could even
unify is the name Chnstlan ,

3. We Follow the Bible Example. In fu]ﬁllment of an Old
Testament. prophecy that God’s people would be called by “a
new name” (Isa. 56:5; 62:2). the disciples were called Christians.
first in -Antioch”. Act 11:26, King Agrippa said to Paul,
“almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian.” Acts 26:28.
Peter declared, “Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not
be ashamed; but let him glonfy God on - this behalf.”
(1 Pet. 4: 16)

" We cannot improve on the name God's people used in the
beginning of Christianity. When we wear the name Christian,
we are in the company of Paul Peter and the other inspired
apostles :

’ - . ' . . N . - '
God’s Precious Promises
Bobby Key
“Whereby are given unto us exce_ediog greét and precious
promises: that by.these ye might be partakers of the divine

nature . . .” (2 Pet. 1:4.) this great verse is the source of great joy,
assurance and ¢ons ola;ion'to the child of God, :
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Many of the world’s problems seem to: have “q6 -human
solutions. But “the gloomier the outlook; the brighter the
~uplook™; the darker the night, thé brighter God’s promises. God
assures us in His word that His “hand is not shortened, that it
cannot save.” (Isaiah 59:1). For every. command there is a
_promlse—for every human need there is a promise to meet that
need

* We can be sure of God’s promxses “The Lord is not slack-
concerning his promises, as some men count slackness; but is
longsuffering to usward, not willing that-any should perish-but-
that all should come to repentance.” (2 Peter 3:9). “God is -not
-a-man, that he should lie; neither- the son of man, that he should:
repent: hath he said, and shall he not do it ? or hath Le spoken, -
and shall he not make it good ?° .(Numbers_23:13). “Fathful is
he that called you, who also will do it.” (1 Thessalonalans 5:24) .

There are thousands of -promises in _the Bible. The exact -
number is not 1mportant The important thing to” remember is
that God’s promises are sure, They are given to you and me.

“My God shall supply all your need according to his riches in -

glory by Christ Jesus.” (Phlllpplans 4:19.) “How much more
shall your Father which is in heaven give good. thmgs to them that
ask him ?” (Matthew 7:11.) “They that seek the Lord shall not-
want (lack) any good thing.” (Psalm 34:10.) With these promises
before us how much should one worry about life’s daily needs ?

God has promlsed salvation through his son, Jesus. He
.came to seek dnd to save the lost. He is the author of salvation .
to all them that obey him. (Hebrews 5:8-2) ‘“Wherefore he is
able to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him,
seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them. The sin.
problem is solved when we obey the Lord and place our confidence
in Hlm to keep His word, -

God promlsed his people “that all things work together for
good to them that love God, to -them thag are called accord-
ing to his purpose.” (Romans 8:28.) We can live a successful .
and victorious life. “Now thanks be unto God, which causeth us
- to_triumph in Christ;” (2 Corirthians 2:14.) “I can do all things
through Christ which strengtheneth.me.” (Phillippians 4:13.) “He-
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_is able to keep .you from fallmg, and to present you faultlcss
(Jude 24.) .

‘God has promised us w:sdom in solvmg our prob!ems (James- :
1 5) He hdas promised to-be with us in life and in -death.
{Matthew: 28:20). He will néver leave us or forsake us. God has:
promised a way of escape in temptation. (I Corinthians 10:13.)

We even have the promise from the Father that one day we
shall see final victory over that old enemy, death itself. “Death
is swallowed up in v1ct0ry, O death, where is thy. stmg ? O grave,
‘where is thy victory ? . . . Thanks be to God, which giveth us- the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (I Corinthians 15:34-57).
‘The Lord is even now preparing your home in heaven with all the
saints of all ages. (John 14:1-6), In that happy place “God him-
-self shall wipe away all tears from our eyes; and there shall be no
more death, neither sorrow; nor crying, neither shall thq,re be any
more pain: for the former th:ngs are passed away. . . Behold, I
make all things new ... He that overcometh shall inherit all
* things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my people”
(Revelatlon 21 4 7). )

Yes, God will keep his promxses' “In hope of eternal life,
which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world 'b,ega_n.”.
{Titus- 1:2.) The faithful child. of God has “an inheritance in-
. corruptlble and underfiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in
heaven.” (I Peter 1:4). Tnank God for hlS precious promises ! -

Forgettmg Those Thmgs

-~ Roy Fuller

The great Apostle Paul who was no stranger to abuse, .
mistreatment, persecution, and often the very threat of death is a
great source of inspiration to the weary Clhiristian sojourner as he.
writes : “Brethren, I count not myself to have ‘apprehended : but
-this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and
reaching forth unto those: things which are before, I press toward.
the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus”
{Phil. 3:13-14), Except for Chnst himself perhaps no other man

?
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has ‘had so much to forgive and forget as the’ beloved apostle, and -
yet it was only by the grace of God and the power of Jesus.’
Christ that ‘he wasable to doso. Thank God we-haye access to
that same grace and power today. (Rom.5:2).- The problem for
80 many of us today is the inability to “forget those things which
are béhind’’; thus we ‘are.greatly -hindered in our forward.
progress.. . ‘ T :

In the human “family it is often the case that mothers and
fathers, sisters and brothers are at odds' with one another and

remain so because of the inability to forgive and forget. The -

insult or injury may be trivial in nature but it divides and:
alienates. It festers and grows like a cancerous malignancy until

permanent and irreparable harm is done to the. relationship. The .
" body of Christ is not spared the devastatmg effects ot‘ this’ basw
human weakness.

* Sometimes T wish that we could. turn ‘off our mémory just as
"quickly and easily as we turn off our TV sets. Realizing however
that we cannot, our only recourse is to pray for the strength that-

- only God.can supply. Paul sald -« can do.all things through
Christ which.strengtheneth me”. - (Phi. 4:13). Now .wouldn’t it
be.: just. wonderful if we could have absolute control over our
memory ? We.could just forget all of our sad and unhappy
experience, the unkind ,words and insults. - We could femember.
‘all of the precious moments of joy and elation, all of the good
and none of the bad.. But alas, “‘tis not to be so in this life,
because this is.a basic human characteristic... We will not have

" this problem-in  the eternal abode, bt heré orf edrth we have to

cope with ourselves as we are and w1th our fellow man as he is,

Since the characteristic of forgiveness is divine in nature, we -
recognize that ‘we must attain to some degree of the divine nature
if we are to forgive at- all, and the greater ‘the attainment the'
better.. Peter tells as that we are made “partakers of the dlvme v
_ nature” through faith and ‘obedience to Jesus Chrlst (II Pet
I:1-5). He also tells us that we can “grow in the grace ‘and’
knowledge of the our. Lord - and Saviour”. (II Pet. 3: 18) He
further tells “us that thls growih is to be attamed by partakmg of
tile smcere milk of the word. (I Pet.’2: 2) o
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: “May God help us all to-attain _t_hat_megsu;:e of grace whereby -
we can say with the Apostle Paul : ¢Forgetting those -things
-which are behind. and reaching forth to those things which are .
before.” - Brethren, that which is before us is the great mission
of the church to preach the gospel of Christ’ {6 every soul on this
planet ih our generatiofi. Beloved, that is more important than
you' or I; vastly ‘more important than our present problems or
hangups, or anything that has tver happened ini the past. Let ‘us
all petition the Lord ‘on bended knee to give us the grace ‘and-
strength t6 Torget the past, forget oursélves, exalt Christ, and get
on with the business of evangelizing the world. (MK. 16:15-16;
Matt. 28:18-20), for .therein will we find the true :purpose; of
Christianity and attain for ourselves the prize of the high calling

of, God in Christ Jesus, .

PR

0?1 Lﬁay'_ing" Up Tl’eétt*sfui’éfsi In‘;-HeaVeﬁ,_

) W.A. Holley ;-

Our Lord Jesus Christ, says, *“Lay .not up for yourselves
treasures upon edrth, where.moth. and rust’ doth ‘corrupt; ‘and
where thieves break through and steal ;- butlay up:for: yourselves
treasures-in heaven, where neither moth--nor rust:doth” corrupt, --
and where thieves"do not break through nor steal”, - (Matthew -
6:19-21). R R e
Scholars say that “break tHrough® means,- literally, to
‘““dig'through.” The thought is that a-thief: could, using a knife or
trowel, dig through the dried mud ‘and wattle of ‘those ‘primitive
houses, in about a half an hour or less' time, and take away -
w‘hat‘eve; treasure there may have been cached therein. Hence,
it is essential for -children of God to understand that all earthly
treasures are always, in danger of being lost, either through -
‘negligence, or thievery, or calamity. And if by no other means,
when one leaves this world, on¢ cannot carry his earthly treasutes - :
with him (I Timothy 6:6-10). In a very frue sense, we save “only *

what we have given to the Lord !

“%To lay-up ‘treasuresin heaven, we tust'set our affection on
spiritual things. - The apostle Paul wrote, “If ye ‘then. be risen
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.. with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ
sitteh on the right hand of Ged. Set your affections on things -
above, not on things on the earth”. (Colossians 3:1-2). -

~ If we wish tolay up treasures in heaven, we must SEEK the
kingdom of God first. (Matthew 6:33). Thé thought is, we must
let the will of God and the kingdom of ‘God occupy the upper-
most place in our thoughts and affections. To put the kingdom
of God first involves our money, our material wealth, But it
involves much more than our ‘earthly treasures; it requires the
" proper use of our time and talent, as well.

Furthermore, to lay up treasure in héaven comprehends the:
doing of the will of God—obeying his commandments. From the
pen of the beloved John, we read these words : ““And hereby do
we know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. He
that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a
liar, and the truth is not in him”. (I John 2:3-4). oo '

“Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may
have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates
into the city”. (Revelation 22:14).- ‘ '

We must understand that God keeps out record: somehow,
he maintains a close scrutiny over every aspect of otr lives, our
words and deeds. We may think that the Internal Revenue
Service keeps a close check on “our financial affairs, but be it
remembered that God .is an even closer observer. ‘God Almighty
is aware of each member of the human family, whether good or
.- bad. (Philippians 4:3; Revelation 13:7-9; 20:11-15). Paul wrote,
«Not that I desire a.gift : but I desire fruit that may abound to
your account”. (Philippians 4:17). :

It is here suggested that “your account” is ever in the full

" view of God. -It is unlikely that you will ever give too much to

the Lord. Let us, therefore, be generous, frée-hearted, magnani-

mous, marked by aboundance and ample ‘proportions, in our
giving to the cause of the Lord. ) .

«But this [ say, He that soweth sparingly shall reap also .

sparingly : ‘and he that soweth bountifully shall reap also bounti- - -

fully. Bvery man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let
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hint give; not grudgmly, or of necess:ty for God loveth a cheerful _ |
giver”. (II Corinthians 9:6-7).

We should not be ashamed for others to know how much we
contribute to the Lord, although we should not wish to parade it .
before the world. (Matthew 6:1-4). Ananias and Sapphira, Acts

5:1-11, were unwilling for others to know what they gave, but the
Lord knew just the same,

-~ Postures Toward Leadership In
- ‘The Church

" Via' Words Of Truth

Attitudes range from worshlp to complete defiance of leader-
ship. Both extremes are wrong. Peter would not allow Cornelius
to worship him. When Cornelius “fell down at his feet, worship-
;ped him,"” Peter “raised him up, saying, stand up; I myself also
ama man” (Acts 10:25). The Judaizing teachers at Corinth
sought to discredit the apostleship of Paul. He reminded them,
“Ye are our epistle, written in our hearts, known and read of all -
men” (II Cor. 3:2). Since the day of Cain, the impenitent sinner

. has hated the righteous and the messengers of righteousness. He ~
has been instrumental in replacing gospel preachers for those who
would scratch his itching ears (II Tim. 4:3).

Leadership is- deified in some churches. The truth is every
person has clay feet. No one has reached the point of perfection,
In spite of this fact some look upon certain ones as being unable
to do any wrong. Ifand when the devoted’s idol falls, he falls by.
the waysxde This failure in -faithfulness ¢omes about because
more faith is placed in man thanin Christ. Too often leadership
cultivates such a posture. Preaching self molds such idolizing.

We must take the inspired counsel of Paul. He said, ‘“Be ye .
imitators of ‘me, even-as I also am of Christ” (I Cor. 11:1). The
good: characteristics of our leaders we must follow. The Christian,
must refuse to conform to evil. Some of our greatest leaders
have shown their clay feet at least at one point’in life. All have
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exhibited some human failing in moral strength. However, we
must not lose faith in God or become disgruntled- regarding ‘the .
- state of men.

Today there dare many efforts to divest leadership of all respect
and honor. Power-hungry men continually stir unrest and rebellion
against the elders. * They seek to get the preacher‘to line-up with:-
them. If he refuses, they seek to undermine his influence for
good and engineer efforts to remove him from the pulpit.. The
‘underlying causes are jealousy and envy. James revealed, “For
where jealousy and faction are, there is confusion- and -every vile
deed” (Jas. 3:16). Where there is no faithful or stable leader-
ship, this kind of condition exists more than not.

“Women are the most faithful, ~working and sound force in
many churches. They are a great blessing to-the cause of Chrigt.
However, as is the case with most issues of society, the church is
influenced to some extent by the “Women’s Lib.’ We know of
congregations without _elders-because the women will not submit
to them, and continually cause unrest, I,

" Many want leadership: based on their political leadership.  This
simply means they want to appoint ‘leaders. who appeal-to,;the'
whims and fancies of the majority of the.church. On-this basis
leadership would change:about every three-mionths as the whims
change. Acc@r‘ding to this: view of./leadership, Jesus: was the
world’s greatest failure in leadership. : e :

What is the position of mind God would have- us 1o hold with
re ference to leadership in the Lord’s body ? ““Esteem them-exceed-
ingly highly in love for their work’s sake.” (i These..5:13), The
above ‘is said in reference to “them that labor among 'you and are -
over you.”  This clearly refers to the elders. In this passage
Paul also says the membership of the church is to know the leader-
ship. Some effort is to be made to know them personally, It is
impossible to have a personal esteem of those you do not know.

A - We must recognize the elder’s right as ‘well as his responsi-
bility to rule over the flock (Heb. 13:17). We must not let the
society’s.rebellion to -authority inthe home, school, and civil .
affairs affect: our responsibilities as Christians to submit to God- .
designated authority. : : LT s e
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The man who preaches the gospel should bave the right to

“lead about a wife that is a believer” (I Cor. 9:5). This certainly
means he has the right to a family. He has the right to financial
support in keeping with the position he holds and the responsi-
‘bilities he has to support -his family. His family needs food,
clothing,. shelter, recreation and education. Paul asked questions
concerning the right of the soldier to wages, the husbandman to
fruit from his vmeyard the herdsman ‘to eat of his flock. He
reminded them of the law of Mose's concerning the right of the ox
.to eat while treading out the corn, (1 Cor. 9:7-9). When brethren
. bargain to see how cheap they can get a preacher, they. have not
.grasped the import of Paul’s preaching. . They do not have proper
esteem of the preacher nor his work.

' We need more faith in God and ‘his word and less in the
world -and its philosophy of life. - Let us seek first the church and
" the righteousness of God. (Matt. 6:33). May we love God
with all of -our heart, soul and mind and our neighbours as
_ourselves. (Matt. 22: 37-38). - :

A Whltewash Gr A Renova’uon ‘7
: Dlllard Thurman

When a house-has become,dela-pidated, with its foundation
crumbling and  its support structure rotten, a fresh paint job is
- not going to save it It’s foolish to think a coat of whitewash. is

going to correct the: hldden defects: it only disguises the real
cuses of destruction. Therefore when the Building Inspector
- examines. the building, he doesn’: spend much time checking the
_paint job! He is interested in structural strength and soundness !
He hunts the hidden parts, probes the foundatxon, examines the
sills, and checks the joists. Inspectors know the outward
appearance won’t disclose the actual state of the building.

An -examination of our lives must be along these same lines !
Outward appearances can be deceiving, or the inner strength is
- all- nnportant 1. You would not treat lung cancer with a Band-Aid;
“rior a‘liver ‘infection with cosmetics; nor treat a serious heart

trouble-with ‘brighter mnail polish! When you have a serious

—
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- malady, 'you want to get to the heart of the -problem with
remedial attention and care! Facing a matter of life or death,
you want to bypass the veneer of social standing, educational
attainments, and cultural polish! The worth of stocks and bonds,
assets and holdings, and bank deposits holds little interest then.
The need is for health: not outward show or pretense !

The Place for'Structurai Strength i

The strength and tru¢ worth of a house lies in-its structural’
soundness; not in a fresh paint job! Whitewash will not hold a
_ house together ! Jesus very pointedly emphasized this: “There-
fore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will
liken unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock : and the
rain descended, and the floods came,”and the winds blew;-and beat
upon that house; and it fell not: for it was Sfounded upon a rock.”
(Mt. 7.24-25). 1f we are to stand the test of the judgement, we
must have far more than outward appearance: we must be built
upon the Rock ! -Of the saints, Paul said they were “built upon
the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself
being the chief cornef stone; in whom the whole building fitly framed
together groweth unto a holy temple in the - Lord : in whom ye also
are builded for an habitation of God through the Spirit.” (Eph.
2:20-22). - This structure is far more important. than a flashy
exterior! We shouldn’t be thinking of a whitewash when we
evaluate it! Peter said, “Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a
spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices,
acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.”” (1 Pet. 2:5). This relationship
with God should preclude and cheap hypocrisy! We must look t
- inner strength and character ! L

No exterior application hides inner defects from the Lord.
" <Al things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we
have to do.” (Heb. 4:13). The Lord looks on the heart, and from
that fount comes either righteous or evil things. ““For from within
* out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornication,
murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, decit, lasciviousness, an
evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: all these things come from
within, and defile the man.” (Mk. 7:21-23). Washing and painting
* the outside will never purify the heart ! It takes far more, than a
paint job! Cheap hypocrisy only compounds the trouble,
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Outward Appearance Are Deceiving
It is easy to become too concerned with outward appearaces.

The real evaluation of worth is within. God pointed this out -

when Israel was to have a king: ““For man looketh on the outward
_ appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart.” (1 Sam. 16:7) This
. weakness -in the scribes and Pharisees brought forth the most
stinging rebuke from the Lord. “Woe unto you, scribes and Phar-
isees, hypocrites ! for ye make clean the outside of the cup and of the
platter, but within they are full of extortion and excess. Thou blind
Pharisee, cleanse first that which is within the cup and platter, that
the outside may be clean also.” (Mt. 23:25-26). They had the
holiest pretense and show, but their hearts were rotten to the’
- core! But more was to come—*“For'we are like whited sepulchres,
which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead
men’s bones, and all uncleanness. Even so ye also appear to be
righteous unto men, but within ye dre full of hypocrisy and iniquity.”
(vs. 27-28). It would take fnore than whitewashto remedy their
_condition’! They were rotten-to the core, dnd their whole structure
was unsound. ‘They needed more that a touch-up of paint 1

They Loved the Praise of Men

Herein lay the cause of their rejection of the Saviour!
.““Nevertheless, among the chief rulers also many believed on him; but
becasuse of the Pharisees they did not confess him, lest they
should be put out of the synagogue: for they loved the praise of-
men more than “the praise of God.” (Jno. 12:42.43). The
Pharisees were long on pretense : “But all their works they do to
be seen of men. . .. They love the uppermost rooms at feasts, and
the chief seats in the synagogues, and the greetings in the markets,
and to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi.” (Mt.23:5-7). Have you
observed this attitude among the clergy in our day? Is it any
wonder that Jesus warned, ‘“Beware the leaven of the Pharisees,
which- is hypocrisy” (Lk. 12:1)? Men are prone to reach for the
whitewash to hide their  weakness: but this does not strengthen
-the moral fiber ! Nor is sin covered by pretense of rightousness,
““And be sure your sin will find you out.” (Num. 32:23).

Men seck to whitewash their lives by ostentatious display
and pretentious rituals, and in this way they “play to the grand-
stand”, (Gal. 6:12; Col. 2:23), “Be mnot deccived;- God is not

N
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mocked. (Gal. 6:7). He. still. looks on the heart, and is not
* blinded by a paint job! The dlqp]ay of pageantry does not in- -
fluence Him, The vanity of man still clambors for chief seats
and lofty titles, but God is judging character ! Our modern
Diotrephes still loves to have preeminence in the church, and let
. the widows and orphans scurry for shelter! Many. follow the
course of Anapias and Sapphlra, giving little but claiming all;
but before the church they scurry. for the ‘““Amen corner.” There
are splendid paint jobs on condemned buildings! - The true worth

is to found within! Who has commltted hlmslf to the Lord
without pretense ? _

More Than a Cosmetnc Applic‘atmn

Conversion isfor more than a- cosmetic apphcatlon ! -It
. demands an inner change ! To saints in Colosse, Paul wrote : "*‘For
Ye are dead, and your life is hidwith Christ in God.”> (Col. 3:3).
" This is the total cost of remodéling the old man! So':Paul.con-
cluded, “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a'new creature: old
things are passed away; be hold; all things are-become new.” (2 Cor.
5:17). This is no superficial application: of white-wash! Notice
what it did for Paul: “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live;
yet not I, but Christ'liveth in me: and the life that I now live in the
flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave
~ himself for me.” (Gal. 2:20). Paul was not willing to be judged
-as a pretender, white-washing his past. Rather, “By manifesta-
tion of the truih commending ourselves to every man’s conscience in
the sight of God.” (2 Cor. 4:2). His life was an opén book: “Ye
Know from' the first day I'came'to Asia, after what manner I have
been with you at all seasons.” . (Acts 20:18). - Paul didn’t camou-
flage nefarious needs with sanctimonious hypocrisy ! - He was a
'simple;. forthright disciple of Christ; striving to please God. He
was not interested in covering weaknesses with whitewash! He

-wanted to:so live that all men cou]d see ‘and follow his. example
(1 Cor. 11:1).. : '

‘Far too much concern has been glven to reputation’ to the
. neglect of character! Reputation is -what people think we are:
character is' what God knows we are! Though we may feol all
men, we can never deceive God ! We may “put up-a front” be-
“fore our fellowman, and fool many; yet God is searching the heart
and has ‘a true’ evaluation of our-teal worth. 1t will take more'
: than whltewash to pass. God’s inspection of ourilives |-



YOUR ATTENTION PLEASE |

Radio Sri Lanka Broadcasts

ENGLISH—The Voice of Truth—Speakers : Reggie

Gnanasundaram J.C. Choate, John Stacy.
All correspondence should be sent to The Voice of
Truth, Post Box 3815, New Delhi 110049,
Mondays—9 : 00 t0 9 : 15 P.M.
Wednesdays—9 : 30 to 9 : 45 A.M,

HINDI—Satya Susamachar—Speaker : Sunny David.
All correspondence should be sent to Satya-
‘Susamachar, Post Box 3815, New Delhi 110049,
Tuesdays—9 :'00 to 9: 15 P.M. B
Thursdays—9 : 00 to 9 : 15 P.M.
Fridays—9: 00 to 9 : 15 P.M.
Sundays—1:30 to 1 : 45 P.M.

TELUGU—The Voice of Truth--Speaker : Joshuia Gootahn.
All correspondence should be sent to The Voice of
Truth, Post Box 80, Kakinada 533001.

Sundays—2:30to 2:45 P.M.
Tuesdays—2 :30to 2 : 45 P.M.
Thursdays—2 : 30 to 2.: 45 P.M.
Fridays=2 :30to 2 : 45 P.M.
Saturdays—2 : 30 to 2 : 45 P.M.
TAMIL—The Way of Truth—Speaker : P.R. Swamy,
All correspondence should be sent to The Way of
Truth, Post Box 3301, Bangalore 560033

Tuesdays—5 : 30 to 5: 45 P.M.

Thursdays—6 : 45 to 7 : 00 P.M,

Fridays—6:45t0 7: 00 P.M.
MALAYALAM—The Voice of Truth—Speaker :

John Chandy.
All correspondence should be sent to Church of Chriss,

Thevally, Quilon—9 (Kerala).

Tuesdays—3 : 45 to 4 : 00 P.M.,

Fridays—3 : 45 to 4 : 00P.M,

ALL ARE ENCOURAGED TQO LISTEN

Bible Correspondence Courses and Christian Literature
are available in these different languages from the
“addresses listed. Also the radio sermons are available in

book form.

Print India New Delhi-110064;



Postal Regn. No. D (SE) 059 Regd Ne :69221,71

KINDLY NOTE

If you are receiving more than one copy of The
Bible Teacher you are requested to let us know
your Mailing Numbers written on the lable of
your Address; This will help us check dupli-
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