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VERY IMPORTANT

BEFORE YOU READ THIS ISSUE OF THE
BIBLE TEACHER YOU ARE REQUESTED TO
READ THIS NOTE FIRST

We trust you are receiving the Bible Teacher every month. It
is being sent to all our readers free for the last eleven years. This
is to notify you, however, very soon we are going to revise the
existing mailing list of addresses. For the New mailing book we
need your complete address WITH PIN CODE NUMBER. Even
if we have your complete address already, you are requested to
send it again for it to be included in the new mailing book and to
let us know that you are still interested in receiving the Eible
Teacher every month.

To help us prepare the new mailing book for several years, you
are further requested to send Rs. 3.00 along with your address,
which may be sent by M.O. to:

The Bible Teacher
C-22, N.D.S.E. 2
New Delhi-11004

Therefore, it would not be necessary for you to send your
address through letter. Write your name and full address with
Pin Code Number in the space provided for communication on the
M.O. form. Any other addresses of your friends or relatives may
also be sent for inclusion in the new mailing book of The Bible
Teacher. However, with each address rupees three must also be
sent. Please do not send cheques or drafts.

Please Note: If we do not hear from you your name will not
be included in the new mailing list. Send before December 15,
1980. But do not wait until the last date.
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Grounded In The Faith

The Apostle Paul exhorted the Christians at Ephesus,
“That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being
rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with
all saints what is the breath, and length, and depth, and height:
And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye
might be filled with all the fulness of God.” (Ephesians 3 : 17-19).
To the Colossian Christians, he wrote, ““If ye continue in the faith
grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of
the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every
creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minis-
ter.” (Colossians 1 :23). In these verses of scripture the writer is
emphasizing the need for Christians to be grounded in the faith.
The faith that he is talking about is the one faith (Ephesians 4 : 5),
the faith that results from hearing the word of God. (Romans
10 : 17). Tt represents the truth, a knowledge of it, an understand-
ing of it, the acceptance of it. To be grounded in that fa‘th means
to be firmly planted in it, to be rooted in it, to be settled in it, to
be unmoveable, to be unshakeable, to be able to withstand every
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false teacthmg It means to be committed, to be 10yal to be
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To become a Christian it is necgssary for one to know God’s

will, to understand it, and to believe it to the pomt of obeying it.
(Matthew 28 £197.20;'Mark~16"15; 16). “To remaii a Christian,
it is necessary that onme'-iadd-itds<his faith, virtue, and to virtue
knowledge, and so.on.. (2 Peter 1.: 5-7):-.That means: ‘that'he: must
continue-to_-grow- and--to-- develop 50 -that—he - mav*be-strong
(Ephes:ans 6: 10) Imagme' a large tree ‘along side the’ :oa&’ that is
firmly “planted in the earth. A. car ~or lorry may run into it at
high specdibAEWhat- ha‘ppqens gﬁ:-? The car or lorry is wrecked,
and perhaps those- mmde*iidve “been killed, but, the tt tinues
to stand er t @, a§ stron@as:wers ) We ate :e 9\ away  as
Christians:™ ﬁ&-are 6 dgg %Eeﬁ into_ God’s word, & ““3’ with a
strong faith hold on tight tofhose- wonderful truthisr Then when
we are faced with the things of the world, we are tempted and
tried, we w111 contmue to stand for the, Lord. . We are to be so
strong that’ when e “are confronted with False" teachmgs that we
will be able to meet them head on and throw them off to the side
and thus to go on to v1ctory with the Lord,

“ e .
t '

As Chnstlans we are to know who we - are and what we ,are
rehglops]y .We are to. know the. truth and; we are.to beheve it,
never,,doubtmg for-a second. With that knowledge, and the falth
that is built,on Christ; then we are to have full confidence that we
are. on : the. -right path that leads from earth'to heaven.;: We need
to have.complete faith in God. as. the creator. ofjajl . things ,and in
Christ, as, being: the. Son..of God. We need,to beljeve his word
thhout «question. . We need. to, know what the. church is, l_nd tO;
upderstand;, the ;oneness ; of it,;, We. need to. know the gospel of
Christ.,and;; why ;. obedience. - to it ..brings salvation. . We need to
bg able to, define baptlsm and to be convmced of its. place in. the
Lord’s .plan, to; save- the  lost. . We need o be conscious, of the
name Christ, wants, us to , wear, (of the worship Jthat we. are to
engage in,-and the kind of:life that the Lord would have us to hvg.i
We.need mot only. to: know these great . tryths, and . many .others,
but also,; to-believe them, and to be able to conyey thcm tolpthers
with- full .assurance that this is God’s:will. forman, ... .. ;.-
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_We are living 'in ‘a very difficult period in which many false
achers, both from within and from without, are working day and
ght to deceive, mislead, and to destroy the faith of God’s people.
yme are losing their faith and others are becoming confused.
hat’s wrong? Too many Christians have a weak faith and this
because of the lack of teaching or study. - When one is cons-
ntly being tossed to and fro by every wind of doctrine, then it is
vious that such a person is not grounded in the faith and his
pe is not anchored to the Rock of Ages. When one is really
yging down deep and holding on to God’s will by faith, then
>h a person will not be constantly wondering, questioning, and
sure of himself and of his faith. Rather, he will continue to go
ward with full knowledge that he is right. While others may
1;_,.by the ‘way side, he will go on being faithful to the Lord and
cause. He will not do this blindly but with his eyes wide open,
owing and believing the truth of God’s word. We are remine-
1 just here of the words of Paul, when he declared, ‘“For I am
suaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principali-
3, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, Nor
ght, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
ymans S : 38, 39). '

How we need Christians today who are strong, who will stand

something, who will give leadership, who will preach the old
hs, who will live and practice what they preach without apology.
W, We need Christians who will stand behind those who preach
d’s word, who will oppose false teaching, who will live for the
rd and will set a good example for all. These are the the kind
b fall into this category but we don’t have near as many as we
d. All of us should study, believe, obey, grow, and develop to
point where we can be counted among this number.

What kind of Chritian are you? Are you a weakling, unsure,
ertain of  yourself and of your faith, and therefore, to end up
aithful and lost? Or are you grounded in the faith, rooted,
led, and sure of your salvation? Surely you know what the
d would prefer, and you know what you must do to be happy
his world, and to have a home with God in the world to come,



4

There are no short cuts, no detours, but you must stay on th
straight and narrow way that leads to that heavenly city to receiy
the crown of life that the Lord has promised to give to all of thos
who remain faithful to him unto death.

associqie
weditorial

Why Seek Ye The Living Among
The Dead ?

After Jesus had been dead for three days, Luke, one of t
writers of the Bible, says in his book, “Now upon the first d
of the week, very early in the morning, they came unto the sepr
chre, bringing the spices which they had prepared, and certe
others with them. And they found the stone rolled away from f
sepulchre. And they entered in, and found not the body of f
Lord Jesus. And it came to pass, as they were much perplex
thereabout, behold,'two men stood by them in shining garmer
And as they were afraid, and bowed down their faces to the ear
they said unto them, why seek ye the living among the deac
(Luke 24 : 1-5).

The statement, Why seek ye living among the dead?, shows t]
were ignorant of the fact that Jesus had already risen, and t
were in ignorance because no one had yet told them about
resurrection, neither had he appeared unto them yet. Cor
quently, they were seeking Jesus at a wrong place; they were se
ing him in the grave. But he was not there.

Ignorance is a great enemy of man. Those who crucified Je
did so, the Bible says, through ignorance. (Acts 3:17).
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postle Paul said he was a persecutor and a blasphemer and
njurious because of ignorance. (1 Timothy 1 : 13). When Paul
ntered Athens, he found many people in that city who were
hrough ignorance worshipping God. (Acts 17). In his letter to
he Ephesians the Apostle wrote about them who have their under-
tanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through
he ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their
eart. (Ephesians 4 :18). Any number of people will be lost
ternally because of their ignorance. (2 Thessalonians 1 : 7-9).

Through ignorance some are trying to seek happiness in riches
f the world. Such are ignorant of the fact that a man’s life
onsisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesses.
uke 12:15). Through ignorance many are seeking salvation
1 wrong places and in wrong things. They are ignorant of the
ict that salvation is available only in Christ whom God made the
ropitiation for the sins of the whole world by his death on the
ross. (1 John 2:2; 4 : 10).

Some are ignorant about how they can be saved. Jesus said,
He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that
zlieveth not shall be demaned.” (Mark 16 : 16). Thus to be saved
ne must both believe and be baptized, but to be lost unbelief is
1ough. The Bible nowhere teaches that a baby should be sprinkled
1d later be confirmed. Such is being practised through ignorance
sout what the Bible teaches that one must do to be saved.

Others are ignorant about the church. The Bible teaches Christ
1s a church, he said he would build one, but he said I will build
y church.” (Matthew 16 : 18). Also, the Bible says the church is
e body of Christ (Ephesians 1 :22, 23; 1 Corinthians 12 : 27),
1d that the Lord Jesus Christ adds all who are saved daily to his
wrch. (Acts 2 : 47). But, through ignorance any number of
ople today are members of churches which Christ never built
1d of which we do not read in the Bible. Because they have
ver investigated enough the church they are members of, and
wve never tried to see in their Bible what the Bible says about
e church.

Likewise, some are ignorant about what the Bible teaches about
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the worship God' requires téday. Through ignorafite manyitoday.ar
worshipping God in vain! (Matthew 15 : 9;:Acts 17).. For-instane
most people: today do not realize:that God requires: ‘usito singsih
praises from .our. héarts/ and -that. he has not. commandédius ¢
play instruments of musiciof any kind: while we' sing. toi-exalt -k
name.: The ‘Bible ‘says': we: dre.to:sing«and make.melody:iniot
heart to the Lord. (Ephesians 5:: 19%:1: But if werplay;melodyi oni
mechanical instrument with-singing; then.we do somethinp .whic
is not:authorized in God’s " book; the Bible, and:thus wecadt:to:h

teachm
g ;“;5, ‘ 7 IR EEE T INY S FD R SU | \ i) ‘]

- In'the long ago; God through prophet :Hoseéa’ sand‘ “My peop
are destroyed for lack of knowledge.” (Hosea 4': 6)." The Apost
Paul said, that when thé Lord Jesus:shall be revealed from' heave:
on' the day of Judgment ‘hé will' take -“‘vengeance  oni‘them: th
know miot” God, and-'that obey -not the:gospel:of’ our:Lord Jesi
Christ: ‘who' shall. be-punished: ‘with everlasting' destruction fro
the presence of the Lord, and from. the: glory of lis:power
(2 Thessalonians 1 :7-9). By “them who know not God™ |
doesn’t mean ..those who believe not in: God,: because:we -all.kno
that there is:a-God, because the whole creation, the iwhole:univer
is witness to the fact that itherei is a God.. The Bible says; ‘Becau
that which may be-known of God is ‘manifest. in; them; for, G¢
hath, shewed..it unto them.: [For the invisible:things aof him fro
thie creation of the world.are.clearly seen; being understoad; by 1l
things that are made, even: his eternal power and Godhead; so th
they are without excuse.” (Romans 1 : 19, 20). But those wi
doinot know. the will of God:and consequently:obey not the: gost
of Jesus Christ,; His son, as;revealed in the New, Testament:-of t
Bible;,.are such people: wha do . not- know God. 1/ God,; hag; do
his: part, ‘he has.revealed his will for every man foreyver, ;mdmc
itis . :our- 'duty: -that .we:should seek his will in' his. book; the Bib
‘andt.do ' his " commandmepts Do we:: have an_excuse: to. rema
lgnorant ‘then? '{'. Fufio Lo e o s cshad siaor

: i JJ.t HEREST!

The Baptlsm of Je’susﬂ*

Vi weh horvy vsion o

Charless E. Crouch i

- Although Jesus did manyithings not . specifically . mentioned



the New Testament (John 20 :'30;' 21 ¢ 25)/'a'few events of his life
are recorded more than once. His baptism by John, one of the
grandest and most sublime actiofis of his'life; is- fecorded by Mat-
thew;:Mark, Luke and John Tl:ns event holds great SIgmﬁcance‘
for all |bellevers today LN S aoe

frsie S B R T N e
1’“‘(‘ ‘ THE MINISTRY 'OF JoHN , "
Cratiol, G sty T .
, Tq,pnderstand the baptism of our Lord we must: understand,
the , mipistry ;of the. one who. baptized him. - Israel was. largely in-a
state of apostasy. . (Rom.:2::1-29). .:But ‘in. the: fulness . 6f time
God sent John, the harbinger of Christ, who ¢“first:preached: before
his, coming the baptism of repentance to all the peoplei of . Israel.’’
(Acts 13 : 24) ,His was ‘‘the voice of one crying in the w1lderness,

I

‘Mak,e ye xeady the way of , the. Lord make h1s paths straxght 4

SR

. . e . - N .
vkl irhobvrrigid

p epal;qd for hlm » (Luke 1 17) John was ‘more than a plo-

t” (Matt 11 9) More about the - need . for and nature of
Jphns mlsswn, .whlch was ;restricted to::the:Jews, is: found. in
I.,uke 3; 4"14 st siddiey L e el wl Bnn ool 2y

L N T I L IIEI1 Rt

-1y -Baptism ,was.a prominent féature of John’s ministry. | His'was
a:baptism that required faith in-one that came . after. .Johny Jesus,
the; promised Messiah.: (Acts'-19::4; Matt. 3.1 11;:Mark:1.: 7);
John ‘‘came for witness, that:he might bear witness ofi the light|that
all.might believe through him.”” (John 1 : 7.):John’s baptism was
a,/'baptism .of repentance,” and it was. “‘unto: ‘répentance:”? “(Acts
19.: 4; Matt:.3 : 11; Luke 3.: 7-14).. It: required repentance-before
one, recelved it, and it required; him receiving'it to live-in a stateiof
repentance preparatory to the.: icoming. . kingdom. - .Confession: of
sins was a requirement. (Matt. 3 : 6). It was a baptism “for the
remission. ,of sins.” (Mark 1 :4)... John’s baptism was peculiar to
the period.of preparation for the kingdom of Christ. - It:; was.not
permanent in duration. Although ‘it was done by God’s counsel
(Luke 7: 30), it.-was not pert‘ormed “in the-name of Christ,” .nor
finto the name_of’’,. )the sacred three. - And the-Holy; Spirit as a
glft”,was 1ot a promise to ,qu who received it: - (Matt;; 3¢ 11)..:!
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“COMEST .THOU TO ME?”

. -At age thirty Jesus came about sixty miles from his home in
Galilee . to: .the place. where John was baptizing. Being thé sinless
Son of God, he might have pleaded, like some moralists today, “I
am an exception; I don’t need to be baptized. But he requested
baptism. John perceived the unusual nature of his request and
demurred, saying, ““I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest
thou to me?” (Matt. 3:14). Why did Jesus come to John?
Certainly not ““for the remission of sins,” but rather “to fulfil all
righteousness.”> He: desirsd: to comply with “‘the counsel of God”
(Luke:7 : 30) and he knew John’s baptism was ‘“from heaven,” not
from men. (Matt. 21 : 25). John’s mission was to Israel; and
Jesus was the only Israelite who kept the law perfectly. ‘He came
to do all God’s will (Heb. 10 : 7), and to be well-pleasing to him.
He has thus become an example to us of complete obedience to
God. . (Phil. 2:5-8; Heb. 5:7-9).  Another purpose of his bap-
tism, a matter pre-arranged with John by Jehovah, was for Jesus to
be manifested as *“‘the Lamb of God” to Israel. (John 1 : 29-34). His
baptism then became the occasion for his publicannoun(:emeﬁt as
God’s Son, and the beginning of his public ministry. The Bible
says, “Then he suffereth him.” (Matt. 3 : 15b).

Matthew and Mark both reveal that after being baptized Jesus
“went up straightway from the water.” And from Mark 1:9,
we -learn that Jesus was baptized ““in the Jordan.” These state-
ments are confirming evidence of the fact that his baptism was an
immersion, a burial in water.  This explains why John baptized
where there was ‘“‘much water.” (John 3 : 23). It is good to know
that.Jesus did not balk at immersion, but humbly ‘and gladly sub-
‘mitted. to God’s will. What a rebuke this is to those today who
argue for a ““more convenient mode”!

 After he had gone up from the water, “Lo, the heavens were
opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a
dove, and coming upon him.” (Matt. ‘3 :-16). - Luke  says, “Jesus
also having been baptized, and praying, the heaven was opened,
and the Holy Spirit descended in a bodily form, as a dove, upon
him.” (Luke’3 : 21, 22a). It is significant that our Lord, follow-
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ing baptism, was pragying when:the: Holy Spirit descended “‘in a
bodily form,: as’a.dove, upon him,” ../Theistory contipues: ‘*And
lo, a voice out.of the heavens, saying, This is my beloved Son, in
whom ' I am well pleased.” (Matt. 3::17).. With these words God
acknowledged. Jesus'as his own Son‘—not by adoption, but by eter-
nal existence and by conception of the Holy : Spirit. (Luke 1 ; 35;
John. 1.4 1-3). - Byi his: baptism, :the. voice;of the Father, and the
descent.of the Holyi:Spirit, _the mission, .of Jesus was solemnly
accredited..by;the sacred-three, and. publmly launched That scene
was unexcelled dn gnandeur and sublimity.up until that tlme ity
e S e DUkl fiae, T e e ';*,L
“BEHOLD THELAMB.OF., GOD” et b e

0 s el i batmio o0l o aved 0w o i
Soon thex:eafter John said to: hls_—,\dgsmples ff}}ghold the Lamb
of God; ithat taketh,away the: sin.of:the world!” (John 1: 29); -.He
was:then: before the world for:all “to;-‘behold.”’. The her.ald -was
then .certain .of .the identity: of :the Messiah, ..and.of. his apility to
fulfi{ his glorious‘mission.! Johnlsi:awn .disciples .soon ,began - to
follow . Jesus.i(John. 1 .::35; - 36).. iLater' John nobly said: of Jesus,
‘“‘He mmist increase;but-I.must . decrease.” (John 3 : 30). g

INTO THE WILDERNESS

Before hlS pﬁbhc mmrstry got under way,lJesus was led “into the
wilderness’ of temptation. (Matt, 4 ; 1-11; Mark 1 : 12, 13; Luke
4 :1-13). His chief adversary was.among those to “behold” God’s
worthy Lamb, and Satan went to work at once. The devil knew
what was involved in the mission of Christ. He therefore made a
supreme effort to defeat that purpose, an effort reminding us of
the struggle in the garden of Eden. A gigantic conflict was
begun—the battle of the ages was underway! Let us be eternally
igrateful . that. Jesus .came: from': the . wilderness, after forty days,
unstamedfby the archenemy of mankmd' o

frr ."..:zf"“

G007 ) ‘ ! ) ,il.l.,:'di..‘ll . "'—
il LESSONS FOR OUR TIME iy sy e

From the baptxsm of our (i;ord we, leam many vall;able iéssons
for. our time: (1) If Jesus, who had no sin, had -to. be baptized -to

obey God’s will and to fulfil all xlghteousness, how::much greater
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is our need, -as sinners, to' 'do likewise today? (2) If it:required
obedience in baptism-for the sinless Jesus to be “well pleasing” to
his - Father, how can any pérson now feel he can be. well-pleasing
to' God while rejecting God’s counsél om:-baptism? (3)  The
““heavens were 'operied” after-the baptism of Christ to.make known
God’s approval.: Can we expect heaven to *‘open’’.to. us. without
similar obedience to divine counsel which applies to us? (4) At his
baptism Jesus began: his'puiblic career and pledged his life in ser-
vice to God. Just §0, at-baptism we enter  Christian ' service: and
pledge ourselves before heaven!and earth to serve:God ithe ‘remain-
der of our days. (5) Satan tempted Jesus severely as soon as he
pledged himself to' God’s sérvice publicly. : Evéfrso, we can expect
greater temptations when we have publicly enlisted in the cause of
Christ against Satan.- (6)”God*:Holy- Siprit-descended upon.Jesus
affer his baptism! We are promised the gift of :that Spirit, after
repentance and baptism.’ (Acts'2 : 38;:5::32). (7) Baptism:derives
much of its meaning fromthe baptismy the death, the - burial, and
the resurrection of: Jesus Christiour. Lord.- (Rom. 62 3-7.) As
we are ‘baptized - it “would profit us. greatly- to visualize that.most
sublime action of-Jesus in the Jordan River'ninéteen centuries ago.

.+ Buried With Christ In-Baptism ..

S0 Fredd. Barton 7
- Tékt: Rom. 6111

Y P = R R TN RV ST R N P T S TP ST U]

T S e L ERERTTOS NIt BT ST A
* Paiil’s moving declaration in the text:referred to. above .is. one
of the most enlightening discussions’:of ‘baptism' in 4ll the New
Testament. How many of us have not heard sermons which turn
to this passage to establish that Baptism is a burial and that bap-
tism is the act of obedient faith which puts a man into Christ? Few
‘of us’havé hot dppealed: to thesé Vérsés ourselves ini support ofithose
wrguments. May 1 remind-you, however, that Paul was writing
here to Christians—to people who had already been  baptized.
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I do not mean to imply that these verses cannot'groperly :-be used
‘toi téach- alier sihriérs concerfiitig'the nature'andd purpose ‘of bap-
tism, but T would insist that that is not Paulfs’pbrmary purpose'-m
writing these lines. His 'obvious: intent’ is to ‘ifnpress upon us the
tremendous  significance of Cbaptism - for ‘the” Christian. .. Since
baptism marks the:end: of:ai:old life-and the! beginning. of a new
life, we are to reckon ourselves “to be dead ianto sin,. but alive
unto God in Christ Jesus”. AT 'f -

Go back and read chapter five of ‘this epistle '-in order:to:see the
context of Paul’s words in chapter six. See the contrast of Christ
tdnd- A’darn 'afd -seethe. emphasis on: the grace of God 6 that
‘;JWhere §11n abqunde?" grace- dxd’abound more exceédmgly
Glyi A L i i i

iy ‘hegms chapter sﬁx

0} 0ab

S i e iy

i ”“What shiall we'say then? " Shall ‘we' cofitinte insin, that - -grace
‘thay é’b ound? * Go‘éf fotbid.© We - who 'diéd td s sin; how shall we
é‘ny {ongér-live theréin?. Or aré‘ye ignorant that all we'who  were
‘aptized into Chirist Jesiis were’ 'baptizéd into-his death?  We iwere
buried therefore with him through baptism into death: that like.as
Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father,
so we also might walk in newness of life.”

What a v1v}d(anjd beautlf‘ul plcture of haptxsn‘i as the initiatory
rite into the new life with Chrlst m God' What an inescapable
challenge to Christians to e’arhestly and devotedly walk the new
life into which their baptism has translated them! What a tremen-

)doqs change baptlsm should I,naqc in the hfe of any_ man' .

GG L oA Thet Ly xn i daide e 5

: -3 P
LuuLook: at the: phrasesrramd clauses in'the text by «Wthh xthm»oi_d
-imaniand 'his baptistiaré: descnbedw Ren et neh hean ode
-nt “died to. sin Dt Lasinn o o SRR Car
inix *‘baptized mtoChrlst Jesus”. . A e L
niit Sbaptized.into:his death™: .t . iiq Louds g, v
«5i11 S{buried.with him through baptism.intof-gdeagh?,?m./A RN R0
“united with him-in: the: likeness -of. his death’ ... .. - iood
“‘old man was crucified with him”
:111%that the: body of sin ‘might be done away Lelite fare il
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.*died with Christ’™r. .. . - . e o |
Now look .at, ithe. ,descrlptlons of ,the new man as. he is ransed

xfrom the baptismal buriali -~ . . ‘ b

A1 Sfwe- also mightiwalk in.pewness. of llfe , o
“m the likeness.of his resunrecuon

’1“Justﬁed from sm” anh B B S TP PY
““we shall also 11ve w1th hnm L e

“dead unto sin”’

“ahve unto Gogd. in Christ Jesus” o C

What fuller )explapatlon of the sngmﬁcance of baptlsm could
one ask for? i These verses help us to understand Paul’s, words
about “the washing of regeneration” in Tit. 3:5. They help
us to understand Christ’s words to Nicodemus about the new; birth.
(John 3; see also James 1 : 21; 1 Pet. 2: 23). They help us, also, to
understand Peter’s declaration . of baptism’s role in our salvation.
(1 Pet.. 3 20, 21). But -most. of all, they help us to understand
been ralsed in; the hkeness of Chnst’s resurrectxon, we are: to walk
4n- newness of life. . .

The Earth Is The Lords

o i Co . i SR

Batsell Barrett Baxter N

Vi, . 3 . e .o H o
IR RS

s
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Every man sustains many differhit relationships in Tifé.  There
are three major areas which to a very large degree cover the whole
t.ground. :| First -of all; -there -is 'his primary: relationship to‘God,
who made him. Next, man sustains vital and important  relation-
ships to a great many people, such as parents, brothers, sisters, hus-
band or wife, children, friends, teachers, employers, employees, and
many more. In the third place, he also sustains. vital relationships
to things. Amorng:these/things aré -'houses, lands, -cars; 'clothes,
books, personal eﬂ‘ects and many, many: more.. : - Lo

vi:[

In one sense these: relatlonshlps and the: attltudes hehmd them
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willldetermine where man spends -eternity. ‘They -will deterrhine
whether he is saved in heaven; or lost:in the etetnal fires.of hell, as
mentioned by our Lord. -‘Let. us..look 'at- man’s relaﬁlonshtp to

things. G N IUREET L ieeyicp

aonLba i GOD’S WORD Ry TR TR E PO O
ET I el i ! N S T AP S B
O Q)ne iof the srmplest yet most complete, of all the statemenits in
the Bible concerning. the material- umVerse is that:from the pen of
David\i often called. Israel’s greatest king. | He wrote, “The'edith
is«Jehovah’s, andiithe . fulness thereof; the: world,:and they that
dwell therein.” (Psalm 24 : 1). David unequivocally stated.ithat
the world and everything in it, including man, belongs to God.
This is what we might well expedt, sifice-we remember that every-
thing was created by the power of God
o l;: Jieount o RSN [ AR N LTS i
vis T t’her ‘New Testamentx there isi‘an important passage in the
twentysfifth chapter -of Matthew which filrther''pairts - out ‘man’s
telatioships te things. “Fhis is the' familiar parable of the talents,
from- which we'shall'read  only ai few key sentences. -"“For-it'is ‘as
when;: a man; going into another countiy, called: his own: iservants;
an@ delivered unto themhis goods.”; Notice that the man wasithe
owiter and. that' he gave his goods into the-hands of his- servants:
‘“Andunto -one:he gave - five talents, 1o ancther two, to another
one; to each according to.his several ability; and' he - went ‘on" 'his

jourpey.” | S

Plesiiiiin
P
0 fhe verses that follow we read that the man who regerveq

five tal’eht‘s traded with them and recerved ﬁve addltronal talents,
When'his lord, retl,lrned he said, “WelI done, good and, farthfu], ser-
vant: ‘thou hast been fanthful over a few thrngs I wrll set thee
over many thmgs enter thou into’ the Joy of thy Lord » Slmrlarly,

an who Tel elved two talents earned an’ addmonal two ta}ents

Was gnven an 1der;trcal reward ’I‘ragrcally, tlre man Who
recelved only one talent failed to. yse that ta}ept in any way ,and
recelved only condemnatlon upop hre lord’s retttrn, “Thou
wrci(ed and slothful servant......cast ye outithe unproﬁta,ble servant,
into the outer darkness: there shall be the weeping and the gnash-
ln% of teeth.” (Matt. 25: 14, 15, 21, 26, 30). .

iy
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-1t is obvious from this passage ‘that, man is God’s steward; fiav-
ing ‘'the  responsibility -of administering‘God’s affairs foria limited
period of time. Perhaps the: meaning iwill be made::éven . more
impressive if we describe man not as God’s steward, but as God!s
manager, God’s administrator, God’s supervisor, in charge of cer-
tain earthly possessions¢for) 4 lmited period of time. Man is
never the owner in the ful) sense, but rather is a steward, in whose
hands a trust has ibeen placed.. . It is his primatry  responsibility to
usei-the.:material - things+that:come:to him in-dccordance with the
will of God. . His eternal destiny. will largely-depend upon. the use
to :which he has‘put these blessmgs fthch comstitute a - trust.; from
GOd ik (»/r‘ oy T SRy LR

L EVEE T CTTLESOT I st b el
SRERFTHIDTE A STRONG EMPHASIS TR I TN
R R A NS T RNy Jdngt
There are more verses in the New Testament on the subject of
stewardship than:on.the subject of baptism,.even though there are
more than.one hundred: passages which: contain the word /ibaptism.
There are. more scriptures in;the: New;Testament: on jthe subject, of
stewardship than on the Lord’s Supper, even. though: this is ‘a signi+
ficant, climatic act -of worship, for.each JLord’s day...Approxi-
mately half of our Lord’s parables .develop this; ‘theme.; One
cannot- read far .in.the, New Testament -without, realizing that
everything we have;belongs to God, and that weiare: h.lS stewards.
Whatever it is, if we have it, God.gaveiit.. .. - S imio

While here on the earth Christ placed little or no empha51s
upon material thlngs except to 1nd1cate that. they are relattvely
ummportant For examp]e on one occas;on when a man ,fame to
Jesus askmg his help in clalmmg part of an mherltance, Jesus res—
ponded,’ “Man, who made me a Judge ora dmder oyer, you"”
Then Jesus took the occasnon fo add this 1mportant teachmg on
the theme of‘ our study, “Take heed and keep yourselves from all

but foolish farmer, as found in Luke 12: 14-21 The emphasts‘j
that Christ makes that spu'ltual matters far exceed m 1mportancei
our physmal possesswns )

; ‘;“" ' '175 S vl Dffy e

A second example is fotind'in the tenth ehapter of Luke in the
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story:1 of - Christ’s: visit: to the home:of Mary and Martha. Marthy
was cumbered about much serving, though Mary sit at the "Lo¢d’s
feet and ' heard his word. At one point:in the'story Jesus'sdid,
“Martha, Martha;..thou: art anxious and -troubled’ about ‘i
things; but one thing is needful: for Mary hath chosen the good
patt,-whioh shallnot be:taken away from'her.” '(Like 10 : 40:42).
Even:such.ordinary affairs as preparing ' meals and:‘keeping house
are: not! to’ be'compared in importance with the spiritudl’ 'tlﬁiﬂgé%f‘
lifesc woivs o o L T PP FE P ST
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LI cofitrast with this teachifig from the Lord, the -'hum’aii'f’sidi{
of-our own'natiire goes in the opposite direction, placing great
emphasis'onthe importance of things:" Along with this, meén’ gene-
rally- feel that -the things"which they control are'their own and’”
thétefore, they may ‘do with them as théy wish.> i+ "' - s e
S tpd e sno U e BRI R E T 1
Observation suggests also, that there is absolutely 'no ‘end i5’
man’s wants. It is utterly impossible to satisfy all the cravings of
the Hiiman heart, so far as material ‘things are concerned. 'As a
mai’s’ in¢ome’ rises, 'tsually there is a corresponding ris ifi ‘his
staridard ‘of living: " In all of this we netd to remériber our Lord’s
exaimple. - He had no real home and very few possessions, Let us
bé'i concerned:lest- we love things too much—so much-that they
crowd out'thélove of the Lord. s e il
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_Paul's Urge: “Be Not Deceived"”

o we f L ULO. Sandérson o g

[
P

Regardless of what men think, one thing 15 plain ‘and cértain:’
lruth reveals the possibility and danger of deception; and Paul,
nore than-all, warned against deceiving -and being ‘deceived. Of
ifty’ uses;icini the New “Testament, ' of ““deceit”, "tdeceivé”, and
elated: fotms, Paul ‘penined half of them. Prefacing’ thie" age-old

rineiple’ ‘of **sowing and reaping”, he said, positively, “Be not
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degeived.” . Twice elsewhere/he used. the same langnage; and. thrice:
hq,warned agamst allowing a. man to. deceive. ' The 'original, for
“‘deceived” is also: rendered -err (Heb. 3:10), wander(Heb. 11:38),
and. go astray (1. Pet. 2:25). Let's be practical aboutit. . - =i+,
NIEEF R PR VI S C . B i i Ll
We can. be deceived. . If not, Paul was mistaken,.other scrip-
tyral. exhortations, are senseless, and the devil; whose.main weapon
is, deception, is feolish indeed. We can be deceived!.< Both good
and evil men have practiced it, and have been the victims of it
Abraham, Isaac, and Rebekah each practiced it; Laban deceived
Jacob, Simeon and .Levi dealt deceitfully, with the Shechemites;
Michal deceived Saul; Judas at least kept the eyes of the other
appsths blinded; Ananias and Sapphira tried deception,. ‘but, failed.
It.is an. agtion over which we have some control—Be not deceived.
Do, not. permit, it! - By the sense of the word, we -cannot but . con-
‘u,de that .if .we can be. deceived, we can err as the Sadducees, go
astray as the lost sheep, or fall from grace as those clinging to- the.
law after becoming God’s children. And if one dies in that con-
q,;n(m, he will be lost forever. . R T ATt

Satan may deceive us. That s hns busmess As a serpent, he-
began his work in Eden, is now ‘‘Satan, which deceiveth the whole
world,’ ” and finally, “the devil that deceived them”, will be. “fcast.
inta the lake of fire.” (Cf. Rev. 12:9;20:10). Satan. tried to decegve
Chuist,  desired Simen. to sift ‘him as wheat, was successfyl with.
Judas and Ananias, and, even now, when the good seed are sown,.
it is he who “‘cometh immediately, and taketh away the word.”
We must not, therefore, “give place to the devil,” nor allow him

“an advantage of us,” but rather “resist” and sgand a‘gamst” his
wiles. : Perhiap§, if he would always look. like ‘thé devil, : oria :ser-
pent, or a lion, he would be less successful; but as a wolf in sheep’s
clothing or an angel of light, he is at his best. Yet he need not do
the deceptive work personally—he is ever aping the Lord, and so
delegates his tasks and power.

Satan s aqgels may decewe us. Remember, when:: Satan was
“ca,st out;into. the earth...his angels were:cast out with: hin.” (Rev
12:9). Payl said “a messenger of Satan” given “to. buffet me’’ (2
Cor. 12:7)—and. “messenger” is from. angelos, almost always trans-



17

lated “‘angel.”” The “man .of sin” is described .as one ‘“‘whose ‘com-
jng is after the working of Satan ,with all power :and signs -and
lying waonders,” who will, “with all deceivableness of unrighteous-
ness,”” cause men. to .go astray. (2 Thess. 2:7-12).. Christ’ -also
declares, that, in the last -day, some will be told: “Depart from me,
ye.cursed, into everlasting fire, .prepared for. .the devil and. his
angels.” (Matt. - 25:41),. Just. who-these wicked, ones may be; and
how. the devil may use them, are not questions for -this -particular
treatise; the stressds upon their existence, .and that their: bnsmess,
-even as that, of the {‘father of hes >.is deceptxon »

//’,.i:;tf Tyt

o o

;- Halse. (eachers may decetve us. Jesus said “many false prophets
shall rise, and shall deceive many’’ (Matt. 24:11), and Paul warned
that-{‘evil men and seducers :shall wax worse and worse,- deceiving,
and, being . deceived”.. (2. Tim.  3:13):The Lord anticipated,-and
warned against, “false accusers,” ‘‘false: brethren,”- “false apos-
tles,”” and even ‘‘false Christs.” And if there be those who think
such human agents are associated only with the world and worldly,
he shou]d be remmded of Peter s wammg that “there shall be.false
teachers among you, who pr1v11y shall brmg in damnable heres1es ”
({2 Pet, 2 1) For love of .money, the gulhble have been dqped, ,for

want of fame, the 1gnorant have been the victims of explomng

"'Men may deceive 1 us: They cdn, and they will. Doeﬁ not trufh
lwarn “Let-ho ‘man deceive you*?" Paul added, “by ' any ‘means.”
"And agam, “Beware lest* any mén spoil 'you. id (Col.’ ‘38 ). Re-
“member,’ “it"i§ not in-mah that walketh to direct his step s, ‘and
-““if‘the-blind'lead the blind, both shall fall mto the “ditch.”” Hence,
"We must'“try the spmts whether they aré of "God : because many
‘false' prophets‘are gone out into the world.” r John 4: 1) And"if
’there ‘come -any ‘unto ‘you, and brmg 1ot this doct‘rme, Tecgive him
“Hot'inlto 'your: h6uss, ‘néither bid him God-speed : ‘for hé’ tHat
biddeth him God-speed is partaker of his evil deeds.”” (2 John 10,
,11).,.Even religious:'men may decejve us!,\Were not, .the: Athenians
Very . teligions.?: Peter, ‘‘was to be blamed”}: for one of his stub-
_-barn ideas:. (Gal 2: 11) All around us—in pulpits, over radio,
on-TY, by:periodicals—there are religious men and teachers, some
gdppﬁt,ed,and ‘many sincere; but either they are, wrong, or God'’s
,mord, isin eFror. Surely God cannot he—beware, lest men ;decejve
ORIy T t AU ettt r e e
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- Man'of God’s flock: may deceive us. ‘Here is - the greater peril.

Nor ¢an we "be ini error in this declara’uon Paul remianded the
elders ‘of Ephesus that “‘also of your own selves shall' men arise,
speaking ‘perverse thmgs, to ‘draw away disciples dfter them. » (Acts
:20:30). Early troubles were attributed to “‘false brethren unawateés
brought in, Who came in privily to spy out ouf’liberty:” (G*al i2:4).
‘Paul'said he had experienced *‘perils among false brethren”' “Peter
warned ‘against . those “‘sporting themselves with their own decgiv-
ings”’; Jude called them “spots in your feasts-of charity.” Beware,
then, lest we be “tossed to and fro, and carried-about with every
wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness,
whereby they lie in wait to deceive.” (Eph::4:14). It is sad; but
‘true, that some are bent to rule or ruin; some have sold themselves
to an obsession; some can find no: text that does not ‘allow-them ‘to
tide a hobby; some are blunt of tongue and pen ‘unless ‘ a: brother
~errs in.their s1ght But may we not be dccelved' Tondligd LT

CWe' can deceive’ ourselves Hence the exhortatnon ‘dl.zet no ma
”‘decelve himself.” (1 Cor 3:18). Hearers only, and not doers of the
word,’ déceive themselves (James 1: ”2), a man wno thmks lhlrnself
'somet}inig, when he is nothmg, deceives himself (Gal 6: 3), hé who
fails: to bridle his‘tongue is the victim of deception (James 1:26);
and “if we say that we have no sin, we, deceive -ourselves”,.(1,John
fi 8) In fact we can “be hardened through the deceltfulness of
n? (Heb 3 :13). And 'we may more readlly deceive ourselves
about sm—that the “decextfulness of rlqhes" will not - “‘choke the
w_ord” that to. Jbe guilty of any one of many sins will still; allow us
to “mhent the kmgdom of God” (Cf 1; Cor.,6:9, 10);-that we; can
‘i sow as we p]ease wnthout Just harvest (Gal 6 ;. that we, can keep
sin a secret; that ¢ ‘evil communications | will,, pot, corrupt goed
,[mprals ;. and that there is,no ““just recompense of reward” for sin.

Gl oanon a0 sty H . o ek coigt ol

- How may we‘bo decelved7 It can certamly be' accbmplished ‘by
‘meén “through ‘philosophy and vain deceit.” (Col. 2:8):Tob nidny
-preachers are turning from down-to-earth teaching:and-tde, ‘prac-
~tical doctrine; and delivering instead sermons of personality; pdycho-
“Jogy; and philosophy—and theéy*‘by good words @nd fair spesches
deceive  the hearts of the simple.”? (Rom.-16:18). :Remember} there
is such a thing as “‘handling the word of God decitfully,” (2-€ar,
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4:2). At.is:_an alarming thing, when professed gospel preachers
.leave the old paths to present somethmg new; when they wrest ; the

,,,,,,

have but one criterion-—the word of God! We must know it, -
believe it, and live by it to avoid. deceptron —
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“‘And at mrdrught Paul and Silas prayed, and sang pralses unto
God ‘and the pnsoners heard them » (Acts 16: 25) .

Paul was on hrs second mrssronary Journey, Srlas accompamed
hrm They were llvmg and’ gulded by the’ Holy Spirit. Lydla had
been converted the ﬁrst frults of the gospel in Europe Paul “had
cast the evil splrlt of drvmatlon out of a damsel h1s ﬁrst mu;acle
in Europe. This last act so incensed the damsel’s masters’ beéduse
it cut off their source of gain, that they orgamzed a, mob and
brought the men before the maglstrates, and ) put them in pnson in
tocks When the rehglon of the’ Lord Jesus. causes’ men to IOSe
proﬁt, they are mclmed to become enraged thtle did the men “of
Phlhppl reallze what powerful antagomsts they contended’ w1th
When contendmg with Paul and Silas. There are no bands st'roxfg
epqugh. to resnjst God’s power.

D

It 1s a trrck of Satan aIways ‘to make Chnstlans as odnous as
possible to the publlc Often ey are

re represented as dangerous to
the security of the - country, destroyers ‘of constitutions ‘axd gdvérn-
ment. The real truth is that Chnstlans are the most desrrable
(;cltlzgns in any con__rrnumty v S R

P : .
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Phllllpl was: provided with:a:strongly burlt pnson; The Jailer
thrust them /intd the..inner: pfison where escape was impgdssible
““and made their feet fast in the stocks.” This was an instrument: of
torture as well as of confinement. The stocks were constructed of
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ﬁea'vy' ‘pieces’ of timber; the holes for the feet were widely separated
and thus'made it extrendely painful to the 'prisoners. - This ‘recalls
the suﬁ‘ermg of Ioseph (Psalm 105: 17-18) v '

‘“paul and Silas prayed and sang pralses unto- God i At the
hour of midnight, their backs bleeding; the prison in‘ ‘deepest dark-
ness, they lifted their voices in praise to God. They realized that
it is better to suffer for Jesus’ sake than for any other cause. When.
persecution pyertakes; the: servants;of God they- shquE]d resort to
prayer and praise. Their thanks giving consrsted in expression of
gratitude to God that they, were. worthy to suffer for Jesus. (Matt..
5:11; 1 Pet. 4:15-16). The speedlest way out of trouble and sorrow
is to begin to pray and sing praise to God.

Pnsons are almost always assoclated wrth drsgracé but’ Chl‘lS-
tian men of horor have sometitnes been put in* prison.  This inci~
dent shows that joy and contentment are possible in the most
;adverse srtuatlons Paul. wrltes and speaks much of joy in his own
personal expenence, 'yet no one was more persemted A prison
may be the house of G6d and the very door of opportumty “‘to" us.
It depends on our spmtual condrtlon (Gen 28 1‘6-17) :

«
t0

.....

Bunyan sald So, bemg agarn delivered up to the Jarler S hands '3
.was_home to pl:lson He had been twelve years in ‘that’ prisofi;
V}’h}i‘?, there he wrote Ptlgnms Progress. This’ ‘spiritual bcok has
cpeered 1ts mllhons of readers. When Samuel Rutherford was
1mprxsoned at Aberdeen he wrote, “The Lord is thh me, I care
not what man can do. I burden no man. I want nothmg ‘No ‘king
is better prov1ded for than I am. Sweet, sweet and easy 1s the cross.
of my Lord. Thus in haste bi malg'e for my palace at Aberdeen ” A

_,chrld of God can serve the master m any s1tuatlon.

A Wrcked men may beat the chlldren of God may 1mprrson
them, slander them, but they can no more ‘stop the truth of God’s
“message than they can arrest the sun-and planets-:in their: gourse.
—Truth 1is’ mighty - and-eternal and Wlll succeed Paul and Silas had

one purpose to preach the gospel e e

i ey
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In Acts 4:31 the house of prayer was shaken in token that
their prayers were heard. At Philippi the prison was shaken by an
earthquake in immediate response to the prayers of Paul and Silas.
The hand of the Lord was in these earthquakes to show his resent-
ment of the indignities heaped upon his servants, to warn those
who base their faith on the material things of earth, to teach his
people that though the earth is moved, they need not fear. (Psalm
46:2). Nothing can separate the Christian from the love of God.

The awakening of the jailer out of his sleep signified the arous-
ing of his conscience out of the sleep of sin. The gospel call is
“awake, thou that sleepest.” (Eph. 5:14). The Lord saves through
the gospel. People still respond to the gospel message. It just
needs to be preached. The open prison doors were a swift reminder
that the powerful Roman government was not equal to the power
of God. It is said thatafter this incident the Roman lawyers in
delivering criminals to jailers always made due allowance for
escape by miracles. This was the third time that the power of God
overrode the Roman soldiers. This was in the deliverance of Jesus
(Matt. 28:2-4) and the deliverance of Peter. (Acts 12:4-9).

Later in his life, Paul wrote, ““All that will live godly in Christ
Jesus shall suffer persecution.” (2 Tim. 3;12). This principle was
often tested by Paul, and Philippi was the most significant case
of it.

When persecution overtakes the servants of God, they should
resort to prayer and praise as opportunities come. The gospel
must be preached. In this case the jailer and his family were con- .

verted as a result of gospel preaching by men of God rejoicing in
tribulation.

Spiritual Brothers And Sisters

Maxie B. Boren

Jesus said, “For whosoever shall do the will of my father who
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is.in heaven he is my brother and srster and mother Matt‘hew
12 ; 50 SR ST ' ST it
Do pepbt N : (, _,,
Notrce that there is a contmgency on one’s bemg spmtuah
kin 'to Jesus. An 1nd1v1dua1 MUST DO THE WILL K OF THE
HEAVENLY FATHER or else he IS NOT a brother to the Lord

1:Those who do -'the “will'- of ‘God comprise the family ‘'of God.:
And a great affinity should: prevarl among these. Thus, the apostle
Peter wrote, “love the brotherhood "1 Peter 2 7.
The words “brother” and “srster" are. employed by New Testa-
ment writers, ALWAYS in. . reference. to those 'akin in Christ! ] am
talking ofa spiritual connotation: I do not refer to physical brothers
and sisters, and neither. do I have.i in mind the broader:sense:of. all
human beings, posterity. “klnshrp” in Aamd I am talking.aboutthe
relatronshrp that people have with ome another, spmtually, as
members of God’s family, the church! :

It is right and proper 'to addréss one another in the church as
“brother “Smith,” or “‘sister Jones. » Peter referred to Paul as “dur
beloved brother Paul.” II Peter 3- 15. And Paul ‘made Trefefence
to “Timothy our brother.” Philemon 1. Any number of Scrrptures
could be crted in support ‘of thlsl o L

DS TSTIN aa I I LTS SRR EL R Tt

But 1t is not. rzght -nor iproper! to address. people outsrde the
famlly of God in the above mentioned manner. People who are:.not
spiritually kin to those who are! Therefore, we should refrain from
using the terms, f‘brother ** or “sister’” in a way that is contrary to
New Testment teaching.:: s - . . , S

Please think on thrs my brethren because 1t mamfests a lack

of Biblical understanding whenever a member of the Lordfsﬂchurch

“Brother” and “‘sister” should be reserved for those IN T. HE

FAMIL*Y' ;‘E Sk [T U RS AN ‘i-.yf;:"
STILL NO TWO WAYS ABOUT IT

Gene A Ellmore

A good. tree  cannot: brinig: forth - evel: -fruit, ‘neither::can a
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corrupt tree bring forth good fruit...Either make the tree good, and
his fruit good; or else make the tree corrupt, and his fruit corrupt:
for the tree is known by his fruit”. (Matt. 7:18; 12:33).

Whether speaking of the evil of blasphemy or the evil of false
prophets, Jesus STILL says there are NO TWO WAYS ABOUT
1IT. The same principle is true when speakmg in the realm of truth

and good works.

We are living in a synthetic age. We are eating synthetic foods,
receiving synthetic organ transplants; ‘and operating our auto-
mobiles on synthetic tires. Some results are good and some results
are disastrous. Even our thinking has become synthetic with the
aid of computers. These computers are sometimes reliable and
sometimes not. The delay in the ﬁnal moon launch is a case in
point.

The most critical’ area of synthesis is in reasoning, for it is in
this area that the issues ‘of life are determined. If there are still no
two ways about it in this area, then any wrong road will perish,
but it does indicate that their only rescue lies in a return to the
right road, and working a fresh from that point, never by “‘simply
going on.”

The rational principle of synthesis argues that where there is a
thesis, there is an antithesis, and synthesis is the combination of the
best parts of the two to form a new thesis. This means, in the words
of C.S. Lewis, ‘‘that reality neyer presents us with an absolutely
unavoidable either—or situation; that, granted skill and patience
and (above all) time enough, some way of embracing both alterna-
tives can always be found; that mere development or adjustment or
refinement will somehow turn evil into good without our being
called on for a final and total rejection of anything we should like
to retain.” - The-principle of synthesis is like pollution; it always
disolves ' into  something but never leaves the original in its former
state,'rather, a polluted one. The charted course is always down-
ward from the ideal. :

There is a Heaven (Acts 17:24) and there is a Hell (2 Pet. 2:4),
and never the twain shall meet. There is truth and there is error



and 'the one shall - not.evolve inito the other by reason;of elapsed
time. ,Neither is the church a.halfway  house for .wandering
rationalists, Hell-bent: for Heaven, nor a nursing home for neurotic
truth-seekers who will receive neither truth nor error but are bent
on combining the two to establish their own way. . G

' HAPPINESS IS AWARENESS OF HEAVENLY
NEARNESS

MAXIE B BOREN

- ‘God has promised His people of times past, and NOW, “I will
in no wise fail thee; neither will I in any wise forsake thee.” (See
Devoteronomy 31 : 6 and Hebrews 13 : 5). Again, “I will dwell in
thém, and walk in them; and I'will be their God, and they shall be
my people (Note Leviticus 26 ::12 and II Corinthians 6 : 16).

- One of the GREAT teachmgs of the Bible is that the church is
the ‘temple, i:e:; “the dwelling place,” of God! By inspiration, the
apostle Paul wrote to the Lord’s church at Corinth, and inquired,
“Know ye not that ye are a temple of God, and that the Spirit of
‘God dwelleth in you?” I Corinthians 3 : 16. The same apostle,
in writing to the church in Ephesus, informed them that as indivi-
duals they were “fitly framed together” as a “holy temple in the
Lord; in whom ye also are builded together for a habltatlon of
?God in the Spmt ” Ephesians 2 : 21-22.

Not only 18 the church “‘as a whole® the -temple of God, - but
eich individual Christian has the blessed assurance of Holy. Writ
‘of the abiding presence of Deity. The Bible teaches that .the
‘Father dwells with usiand in us! (Read such Scriptures as John
14 :23; I John 42 12, 15, 16b; and Ephesians 4 : 6).  The Bible
-also teaches ‘us that Christ abides with us and in us! (Note. :Colos-
sians 1 : 27, II Corinthians 13 : 5b; Romans 8 . 10; and Ephesians
3:17). And further, the Scriptures affirm that the third Person of
thé- Godhead, the Holy Spirit, abides with us and:in us! (Consider
"I Corinthians 6 :'19-20; Romans 8 9; and Galatians. 4 : 6). .- . .
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I do not profess to fully comprehend something so profound!
It is ““beyond me” to fathom it completely. But I believe it be-
cause the Bible teaches it! While controversey has raged, and still
does from time to time, over the “how’ of the Divine presence in
the life of a Christian, isn’t it enough to just accept it and rejoice
over it!

I am thankful for the comfort of knowing that my Heavenly
Father is near! I rejoice in realizing that Jesus Christ my Lord will
be with me until the very end! I am greateful that the Spirit abides
with me! I don’t totally understand it, and I don’t really believe
anyone else does either, but I’'m thankful for God’s revelation that
informs us it’s true! For the Christian, HAPPINESS IS AW ARE-
NESS OF HEAVENLY NEARNESS!

Know The Truth

Marvin Rainey

ARE YOU CONFUSED ?

Are you wandering if you are right in what you have believed
and obeyed? There are so many conflicting doctrines being taught
that many are confused and do not know what to believe or what
to do. It is bad to be confused about anything but to be confused
about salvation is certainly bad. Your preacher may have told
you, “Believe on the Lord and you can be sure of heaven’’. This
sounds good because it is easy. It may be taught by the majority
of the religious people but the question that should concern us is
this, is it right? In I John 4 : 1 we are told to be careful as to
what we hear because many false prophets (teachers) are gone out
into the world. How can we know if the preacher is preaching a
false doctrine or the true doctrine. There is only one way and
that is to be sure that what he teaches is in the Bible. Don’t
continue to be confused. Ask your preacher for chapter and
verse. All of God’s commandments are righteousness, Ps 119 : 172,
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Only, those ,who,,dohis will;can . expect to go to heaven. (Mt.
7 21) ahiarh i R I RIS O O vl ST ‘,‘1,:;«_‘,3*’ TRt
Uire b v SUNL O s i e e wi T Seidn
Jesus is the au,thor of etemal salyation to all that obey him,.
Heb 5:9, He., will render vengeance to them that obey not the
gospel II Thess 1:8. Many teach that faith only will save.: -The
Bible teaches, “Ye see that by works a man is justified and not
by faithjonly,” James 2 :24. ; Do.I hear you,say; i‘I, am confused
and do not know, what to: belleve‘? Why. be,t qonfused? Iust,)take
what the Bible says and. you.wdl be right.. ., iy i e dne
srsiludh s el b een b bnier La v st !
iurdet jme, tell -yow, what; to do to; be saved. e de r;ot want. to
confiusg you, 5o, get our Bible.and we.will ses just what , the, Bible
teaches concerning salvation. . Peter .told (those iwha:believedito
“repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus for the remission of
their sins,” Acts 2 :36-38. Saul, who believed and was penitent,
was told, “be baptized and wash away. thy sins,” Acts 22 :16. In
every case of convermbnlﬂféy : didthb Samé\,thmg., t They all believ-
ed in Christ, repented of their sins, confessed their faith in Christ
and were baptized for the remission, of their sins. They were not
confused. Why should we be confused today? Just remember
this: A doctrine that contradicts the Bible is false. It it truth that

makes us free. John 8 : 32.
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"“Since the begm'mng of tlm'é‘ God has- “at Slmdry tuhes and
dlvers manners” spoken to ‘firan. (Heb 1:1-2). In these 'last days
Jehovah has spoken to'us through His’ Soii, Jesus. His dlessage of
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matign.iman, .needs- in_order to learn howto be:saved;/become a
child:of God,. and prepare;for heavsn. Please- observe the complete-

;s ngiitp.ble fqr‘ dqctnne, fo ;eproof for correctlon for mstrucmon
in, rgghteousness ;. That, the,,m;gn iof. God -be, perfect,.thoroughly:
fygnished unto all, good, works.”,.(2-Tim. 3.3 16, 17)..There is not.4
condition or need of mankind but that one or. the;;other of - thesé
statements will adequately apply. Peter declared that we have,
throughthe knowledge 'ofChrist;'been gwen dll thmgs that pei'taln
udtolife: hnd godllness (2 Pet i “2) s

cefiy1y i 5 2

S If t;he Bllple thoroughly furnlshes us unto‘ “every good work”‘
what about,  Creeds, Manuals; egc,.‘? Why haye.a! isupplementary
book" To accept a creed, manual, or human articles of faith iis . to
reject the Bible as the complete revelation. No one can truthfully
say»#I'accept the Bible as the cotfiplete:guide'inito all truth*'while
subsceribing - to some: creed jor' manual;>Weineéd 'ng artlclcs of falth'
rules s;0r regulataons nother than! thbse found'in New
Testarhent hy ol il sl IR iy b b 1“
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There has been no dwme revelatxon smce the New Testament
was revealed and written by the Ho]y Spmt 'in ‘the ‘first century,
Christians are urged to “earnestly contend for the faith...once for
all delivértd™; (Jude 3,/ R{V.)! ¥THefalth??hbfe‘médns the gospel-the
teaching or doctrine of Christ,-God’s final  méssage to.man. f{The
faith’} -has;ibeen;*once for all, delivered;’” and: confirmed. (Heb. 2:il
3.);:andja;curse pronounced upon anyone who would:deliver, anythmg
different.tq.that which was delivered to thesesinspired men of - long
ago.. (Gal. 1:: 8,.9; 2 Ino.-9). :iEhis: proves that.(1) thete is:no,nend
of further or continued revelatlon, and (2) God. has* delivered::no
reyqlayops since the firsg century; when the New Testment was

revealed, conﬁrmed and recorded for all nme 1o, come A ol
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Many rehgxou}s cqlts 'ofi‘ today are bu;lt upon the xdea of
contmuous revelatmn. A
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Mr. William Miller, leader 'in the Seventh-Day Adventism
movement, in the nineteenth century, claimed to have had super-
natural dreams and visions. When these proved false he quit. Then
Mrs. Ellen G. White, one of his followers, modified his prophecies,
added the seventh day Sabbath doctrine, and this introduced
another religious order. She claimed to have been caught up to

heaven' and while there received:a specxal revelation regardmg the
keeping of  the Sabbath

One, Joseph Smlth clauned that an angel showed hlm where
to find the Mormon plates which he said, were hidden in the
ground. He said the angel told him that he could read and trans-
late them only by using the spectacles he said he found with: the
plates. i‘rom this claim has come “The Church of Jesus Christ of .
Latter Day Saints”.

The Catholic Church teaches progressive or continuous revela-
tion. It teaches that the highest voice in the church is vested in the
Vatican head, the living pope. It also teaches that the Catholic
Church is the mother of the Bible, that the Bible is the product of
the church. And since the church continues, revelation continues.
If the Catholic church were to abandon its human tradition and
claims of continued revelation it would cease to exist. Not one
doctrine peculiar to that church can be found in  the
Bible. - ' ,
LET US BE SATISFIED WITH GOD’S MESSAGE

Today we are confronted with the fact the Bible is convered
with the creeds and manuals of men. These contain things not in
the Bible. Let him who claims to love the “Faith once dehvered”
uncover the Bible, take the creeds away, and let people see the
“faith once delevered” in all of its purity and power. It is the only
standard of Authority in religion.

Let us be satisfied with- God s message to us, and dlhgently
follow its divine guidance.

We have enough “religion” not to shoot anybody but not
enough “righteousness” to keep our big mouths shut, and to for-
gwe and forget We have enough “relxglon" and to argue who’s
right but not enough “Righteousness” to teach cottage meetings
and save a man’s soul,



YOUR ATTENTION PLEASE | -

Radio Sri Lanka Broadcasts

ENGLISH—The Voice of Truth—Speakers : Reggie
Gnanasundaram and J.C. Choate. :
All correspondence should be sent to The Voice of
Truth, Post Box 3815, New Delhi 110049,

Sundays—9 : 30 to 9: 45 A.M.
Wednesdays—9.00 to 9. 15 P.M.

HINDI—Satya Susamachar—Speaker : Sunny David.
All correspondence should be sent to Satya-
Susamachar, Post Box 3815, New Delhi 110049,
Tuesdays—9 : 00 to 9 : 15 P.M.

- Thursdays—9: 00 to 9 : 15 P.M.
Fridays—9:00 to 9: 15 P.M.
Sundays—1.30to 1 : 45 P.M.

TELUGU—The Voice of Truth--Speaker : Joshua Gootam .
All correspondence should be sent to The Voice of
Truth, Post Box 80, Kakinada 533001

Sundays—2:30t0 2:45 PM.,
Mondays—2 : 30 to 2 : 45 P.M.

Tuesdays—2 : 30 to-2 : 45 P.M.
Wednesdays—2 : 30 to 2 : 45 P.M.
Thursdays—2 : 30 to 2 : 45 P.M.
Fridays—2':30to 2: 45 P.M.

Saturdays—2 : 30 to 2 : 45 P.M.

TAMIL—The Way of Truth—Speaker : P.R. Swamy,

All correspondence should be sent to The Way of
Truth, Post Box 3301, Bangalore 560033

Tuesdays—5:30to 5: 45 P.M.

Thursdays—6 : 45 to 7 : 00 P.M.

Fridays—6 : 45t0 7: 00 P.M.
MALAYALAM—The Voice of Truth—Speaker :

John Chandy.

All correspondence should be sent to Church of Christ,

Thevally, Quilon—9 (Kerala). -

Tuesdays—3 : 45 to 4 ;: 00 P.M.

Fridays—3 :45t0 4 P.M. '

ALL ARE ENCOURAGED TO LISTEN

Bible Correspondence Courses and Christian Literature
are available in these different languages from the
addresses listed. Also the radio sermons are available in
books form. ‘

Print India New Delhi-110064.
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BEEFEEEEEEEEPEREEE: EEEE
YOU ARE INVITED

To attend the services of the CHURCH OF CHRIST
at :

E-10/B, Defence Colony
(Near Andrewsganj Bus Stop)
New Delhi.

Schedule of Services-

E@E@E@EE@@@@@@E@@T

Bible Study '
Slmday’—Children’s class] 9.00 A.M.

Worship. .. 930 AAM:

Evening Services -« 5.00 P.M.
Wednesday—Bible stady ... 6.00P.M.
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