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Restoring the Erring

The Bible clearly teaches that it is possible for aChristan to
sin and even to fall away from God. All one needs to do to be
convinced of this is to read the story of the father and his two
sons of Luke 15:11-32. In this story one of the sons decided that
he would take his inheritance and leave for afar country. As it
turned out, he wasted all of his good and then found himself in
the midst of afamine and in need. In order to survive he

finally forced to take ajob from acitizen of that country, feeding
swine. As ajew, to whom pork was unclean, this was as low as
he could go. But agood thing came out of that sad situation.
The young man came to himself. He began to think about his
situation, what he had done, what he had given up, how unneces¬
s a r y i t w a s f o r h i m t o r e m a i n i n t h a t s t a t e . S o h e d e c i d e d
to humble himself and go back to his father and to ask for forgi¬
veness. He did so and he was gladly received. In this same story
the other son stayed on with the father, but when the wandering
brother returned, he resented the gracious way the father received

w a s
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him back. So we have agond example of both sons sinning
against their father, each in his own way.

Now what does all of this have to do with the Christian ?
Jesus was teaching asimple lesson. The father depicts God and
the two sons represent Christians. When God’s children remain
faithful to him, they are blessed in every way. But each Christian
is left to decide whether he will be faithful or will go back into
the world of sin. In this story God’s child went out into sin and
found himself eventually as far away from the Father, as he could
go. But the story shows that it is possible for one in such a
condition to come to himself, to repent of his sins, and to return
to the Father. The Father, who is loving and forgiving, is more
than ready to receive him back as his own. But what about
the other son ?This lesson necessarily shows that even though
aChristian may not outrightly depart from the faith, he may still
sin in his heart with un-Christian attitudes and actions. Fie also
needs to repent and seek forgiveness.

Thus we can see that it is possible for achild of God of our
own day to sin and to stray away from God. This can happen
in all kinds of ways. One can sin in his mind, that is, by having
evil thoughts and impure motives. One may likewise sin against
his wife or her husband, against afriend, against abusiness partner
and so on. Or one may sin publicly, that is where it is generally
known by anumber of people. Public sinners would include
that one who has quit the church, has become immoral, has gone
off after false teaching, or has become unfaithful in numerous
other ways.

When one departs from the Lord and his way this means that
he is in sin, that he has brought shame and disgrace on Christ and
his church, that he may cause others to be lost, that he cannot
go to heaven as long as he remains in that state. But this does not
mean that he must remain in that condition. It is possible for
him to wake up and to realize what he has done, and therefore, to
returnto the Lord and his church. But how can this be done ?What
steps must one take to be restored to this former relationship with
God? W?ll, it depends on how public his sins are as to the kind of
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response God will expect of him. For instance, if one has sinned
in his heart and only he and God know about it then that matter
can be settled between that individual and the Father in heaven.
It would not be necessary to make the sin public. But God would
expect that person to repent of his sins, to confess them to him,
and to ask him for forgiveness. When this is done, then God will
forgive that erring Christian of his sin and accept him back
of his own. But, if achild of God has sinned against amarriage
partner, against his father or mother, against his children, or
against any individual, and only he and that individual and God
know of the sin, then that problem can be solved between the
parties involved without having to take it before the whole church.
This means that the one who has sinned would have to go to the
party that he wants forgiveness, and then he must also ask God to
forgive him. In this case, if the guilty party is honest and sincere
in his actions, then God will forgive him and likewise the party
that he has sinned against should forgive him. And finally, if
the one who has sinned has committed asin that is generally
known by the church and the people of the community where he
lives, then he is required by the Lord to repent of his sins, publicly
confess his faults before his brethren, and to ask the church and
the Father to forgive him and accept him back as afaithful child
of God. Again, when this is done as the scriptures teach; that
individual is forgiven both by the church and by the Father and is
accepted back into full fellowship.

a s o n e

When sin is in one’s life, it must be repented of if one is to be
forgiven. For the one who is not aChristian, to be saved from
his sins and thus to be aChristan, he must believe in God, and
believe in Christ as the Son of God; he must repent of all of his
sins, or turn from them; he must confess Christ as the Son of God;
and then he must be baptized to have his sins washed away. Read
Acts 2:38; Acts 22:16; Acts 17:30; Romans 10:10; and Mark 16:16.
But what about the Christian who sins or drifts away from God ?
To be restored to his first love, he must repent of his sins, or
turn away from them; he must confess his faults to the o n e

or ones he has sinned against; and he must ask for forgiveness
of the one or ones he has wronged. Only then can that
person as achild pf God be forgiven of his sins and restored
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to his first love. Besides the story of the father and his delinquent
sons as recorded in Luke 15, have an example of Simon the sorce¬
rer obeying the Lord and becoming aChristian, but then later he
sinned when he tried to buy the power of the Holy Spirit. At this
point, Peter told him, “Repent therefore of this thy wickedness,
and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be
forgiven thee. For Iperceive that that thou art in the gall
of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity. Then answered Simon
and said. Pray ye to the Lord for me, that none of these things
which ye have spoken come upon me.” (Acts 8:22-24). James
said to such individuals, “Confess your faults one to another, and
pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent
prayer of arighteous man availeth much.” (James 5:16).

Putting it all together then, sin is sin and must be repented of
if one is to be forgiven. But as we have already seen, what one
does to become achild of God is different to what one does as an
erring child of God to be forgiven of his sins. Once one becomes
amember of the Lord’s family, he will forevermore be achild of
God. But he may be afaithful child or an unfaithful child. God
does not require an erring child of his to go back and do those
things that made him aChristian in the beginning, but as achild
he simply requires him to repent of his sins, confess his faults, and
to ask for his for his forgiveness. Once this is done, he is forgiven
and accepted back as afaithful Christian.

B u t i fIf you are not aChristian, you need to become one.
you are amember of the Lord’s family and have sinned or have
become unfaithful, then you are encouraged to repent of your
sins and to return to the Lord while you have the time and oppo¬
rtunity. Sin and pride can destroy yon and cause you to be losi
for all eternity if you do not comply with the Lord’s conditions of
pardon. God loves you and wants to forgive you, and he will
forgive you when you obey Him. He is waithing for you now,
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How Can We Fully Restore The
Pure New Testament Christianity ?

Before the death and the resurrection of Jesus Christ Chris¬
tians or Christianity did not exist. After his resurrection from the
dead Christ was on earth for forty days but the church of Christ
did not exist at that time, of course Christ had prior to this
mised that he would build his church: Just before his ascension
into heaven, however, Christ commanded his disciples that they
should go and teach all nations or preach the gospel to all
tures, and “he that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, but he
that believeth not shall be damned.” Further, he said, “Thas it is
written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the
dead the third day :And the repentance and remission of sins
should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at
Jerusalem. And ye are witnesses of these things. And, behold,
Isend the promi.se of my Father upoh you :but tarry ye in the
city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high.
(Luke 24:46-49). Ten days later, after Christ gave this command,
as the disciples were waiting in Jerusalem for the promise of
Christ’s to be fulfilled. The record in the Bible says, “And
suddenly there came asound from heaven as of arushing mighty
wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. And
there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat
upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost,
and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them
utterance.” (Acts 2:2-4). Since the Bible says that it was the day
of pentecost, an important Jewish feast, there were several thou¬
sand Jew from all nations present at that time in the city of Jeru-

p r o -

c r e a -
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Salem. The Spirit filled disciples of Christ preached his gospel
to this multitude of people in their own languages, and the record
in the Bible says that as aresult about three thousand people on
that day believed in Christ, and they asked the disciples, “Men and
brethren, what shall we do?” (Vs. 37). And they said to them,
“Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the

(Vs. 38). Then we read they were gladly baptizedHoly Ghost,
immediately, and as soon as they were baptized (immersed in
water) not only their sins were forgiven but the Lord added them
in the number of his disciples. Thus the church, the body of the
saved ones, was established. And then it says in Acts 2:47, “And
the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.”

From reading the books of the New Testament we understand
that in the beginning of Christianity, all people became Christians
in the same way and they were all members of the same church
wherever they were, since the Lord everywhere added to THE
CHURCH who were saved. Wherever they lived they were known

Christians only (Acts 11:26; 1Peter 4:16). All their congrega¬
tions were called Churches of Christ (Romans 16:16). But it is not
the same today, that is, all who today claim to believe in Christ or
profess to be Christians are not Christians only and they are not
the Lord’s church. Some one has calculated, there are about seven
hundred dilfererent denominational churches and Christians in the
world today. The Bible says, God is not the author of eonfusion.
But of peace. (1 Corinthians 14:33). Therefore it follows that all
such division is not of God’s will. But he wants us all to be just
Christians only and members of the church of His Son Jesus
C h r i s t .

a s

How then can we restore the pure New Testament Christianity
in the world today ?

First, let us examine ourselves, how did we become Christians,
if we call ourselves Christian, in any way ?If we have not obeyed
the Lord’s plan of salvation, like the three thousand did on the
day of penecost, then we must submit ourselves to do the Lord’s
will. Then when we do this let the Lord add us to his church. As



7

the Bible says he does. (Acts 2:47). By becoming members of the
Lord’s church we should cease to worship and fellowship with
those who are in various denominational churches. (2 Corinthians
6:14-18). If you are alone then worship alone, as the New Testa¬
ment of Christ directs, and in the meanwhile teach others, and
when one or more believes in Jesus and repent then baptize them
for the forgiveness of sins. As this takes place the Lord would
add such person or persons to his church just as he did you. Thus
you will be acongregation of the Lord’s church in that place,
may be alittle congregation in the beginning, may be just two or
three person, but you will be church of Christ, because Christ has
added you to his church. And as you continue to teach others
there would be more people who would submit themselves to do
the Lord’s will and thus the church of Christ would grow. With
the help and guidance of the New Testament you can worship
together, without any leadership of aso called padri or Reverend,
on Pastor. As Christians you should sing, pray, study the Bible,
partake of the Lord’s Supper, and give your money for the Lord’s
work as he has prospered you. (Acts 2:42; Ephesians 5:19; Acts
20:7 1Corinthians 16:1, 2).

Secondly, we should reject all the creed books written by men
and followed in various denominational churches, such as Chate-
chism. The Lord’s prayer book, etc., etc. We should understand
that the Bible is the complete book of God, it is His complete and
final revelation for man. Whatsoever God wants us to do in his
worship and service He has revealed for us in the Bible. The
Apostle Paul said, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God,
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for ins¬
truction in righteousness :That the man of God may be perfect,
throughly furnished unto all good works”. (2 Timothy 3:16, 17).
The chief cause of division is various human creeds. If we reject
all human creeds and take the Bible as our only authority in
religion, there will be no division, because we will all be governed
by one authority. Isn’t it right?

Thirdly, we should know that today we are not living under
the Old Testament law. True, all the sixtysix books of the Bible,
Old and the New Testament is the word of God, that is, all of it
was written by the inspiration of God. But God Himself says in
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the Bible that he has taken away the Old Testament law and had
nailed it to the cross by the death of His Son. (Colossians 2;14).
In its place God has given us His New Testament through His Son
Christ. (Hebrews 7:12; 8;13). This means that we must obey
the commands God has given us in His New Testament. Any
thing we do as Christians must be supported by acommand or by

example in the New Testament. The Bible in the New Testa¬
ment says, all things written in the Old Testament are for our
learning (Romans 15 :4). From the Old Testament we learn how
God created the world, we also learn under that law those who
obeyed God were blessed by Him but those who rejected his
commands were punished (I Corinthians 10:11). The Old
Testament law was like ashadow of good things which were to
come (Hebrew 10 :1-4), like Christ and his saerifice on the cross
and the perfect way of salvation which the New Testament
reveales. We cannot l ive under two di fferent laws. Those who
are trying to follow both the Old Testament and the New Testa¬
ment are making agreat mistake and are not rightly handling the
word of God (2 Timotny 2:15). When we try to follow two laws
at the same t ime i t c rea tes con fus ion .

a n

Therefore the only remedy for the restoration of the pure New
Testament Christianity is to accept the New Testament of Christ
alone as our guide in religion today.

D o M u s i c a l I n s t r u m e n t s i n
Worship Real ly Make that much

Di f fe rnce?

By Stafford North

One of the first things that strikes the guest at achurch of
Christ is that there is no piano or organ. Irecall one visitor who
said, “With this many people coming, you should soon be able to
afford apiano’’.
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While most people realize it is not for alack of money they,
do wonder just why we do not have apiano. And they w'onder,
too, just why we are so firm in opposing the introduction of instru¬
ments into our worship. To them it appears arather small matter
t o b e c o n c e r n e d a b o u t .

May Iassure you that we have no desire to be ‘hard to get
along with”, nor do we seek merely to be “dilferent”. With us it
is amatter of principle and of conviction, and you will soon under¬
stand why.

Since there are many tracts, books, and sermons containing
the reasons why we do not choose to use musical instruments in
worship, it is not the primary purpose of this study to present these
reasons again. They will only be summarized in order to provide
abackground for answering the question, ‘‘Do musical instruments
in worship really make that much difference ?”

ASUMMARY OF REASONS WHY WE DO NOT USE
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC IN THE WORSHIP

We do not use instrumental music in the worship because
there is no command to use it. For Christian worship we are
commanded to give (I Corinthians 16:1, 2), to partake of the
Lord’s Supper (I Corinthians 11:20-29), to stir each other to love
and good works (Hebrews 10:24, 25), to pray (I Corinthians 14:14,
15; Matthew 18:19, 20), and to sing (I Corinthians 14:15;
Colossians 3:16; Ephesians 5:19; James 5:13). The four verses
listed with singing are the only verses in the New Testament that
make any commandment about music of any kind in Christian
worship, and, in each case, singing only is commanded,
no mention of playing amusical instrument. [Those who wish a
thorough study of the Greek word psallo should consult M.C.
Kurfees, Instrumental Music in Christian Worship, (Nashville,
Gospel Advocate Co., 1950).]

1 .

T h e r e i s

2. We do not use instrumental music in the worship because
there is no example of it in Christian worship during the period
when the church received direct divine guidance. We have ades-
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cription in the Bible of many occasions when Christians met for
worship, but there is not even ahint that their singing was ever
accompanied by instruments of music. The Scriptures are clear
that the music in Christian worship was vocal only.

3. We do not use instrumental music in the worship because
the word of history is unanimous that musical instruments in
Christian worship were not used during the period of direct divine
direction of the church. One quotation from arecognized authority
will indicate the type of comments by all reputable music and
church historians. Dr. Frederic Ritter, one-time Director of the
School of Music at Vassar College, wrote in History of Music from
the Christian Era to the Present Time (p. 28) :

We have no real knowledge of the exact character of the music
which formed apart of the religious devotion of the first
Christian congregations. It was, however, purely vocal. Instru¬
mental music was excluded, at first, as having been used by the
Romans at their depraved festivities; and everything reminding
them of heathen worship could not be endured by the new
religionists. [Quoted in Kurfees, Instrumental Music, p. 144.]

In fact, there is no record that instruments were used in church
worship any earlier than about 650 A.D. when, over opposition, a
pope allowed an organ installed. Even as late as 1250, however,
the noted Catholic theologian Thomas Aquinas commented that
“Our church does not use musical instruments, as harps and psalte¬
ries, to praise God withal, that she may not seem to Judaize”
[Quoted in Kurfees, Instrumental Music, p. 153]. With most
churches using them, we may tend to forget that instruments were
not generally accepted in churches until the eighteenth and
n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r i e s .

4. We do not use instrumental music in worship because Bible
scholars of all ages and from many different churches have believed
it out of harmony with the scriptures. The list of those who did
not use instruments and who opposed their introduction into
Christian worship includes the leaders in many religious groups;
John Calvin, the wellknown reformer whose doctrine formed the
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base of much in Presbyterian and Baptist teaching; John Wesley,
founder of the Methodist Church; Adam Clarke, the Methodist
commentator; Charles H. Spurgeon, the famous Baptist preacher in
London; Theodore Beza, scholar and friend of John Calvin and
Alexander Campbell, leader in the Restoration Movement of the
nineteenth century. Until mid-way through the twentieth century,
the Greek Orthodox Church never permitted the use of musical
ins t rumen ts i n t he i r se rv i ces .

Very briefly, then, these four points summarize why we do not
believe we should use Instrumental music in Christian worship.

The facts upon which these reasons are based are clearly
established. Many however, are inclined to say, “But does it really
make any difference ?
used in the early church. If we like them and they seem to help
establish agood mood for worship, can’t we use them anyway ?
This is probably the sentiment of most who use instruments in
worship today. To these it appears asmall matter and not worthy
of the attention given it by members of the churches of Christ.
Why can’t you go ahead and use them,’’ they say to us, “or at

least, not oppose their use since they are now common in most
c h u r c h e s .

they say, “instruments were not
( (

So, > >

i t

> *

This brings us to the basic question of this study.

Do Musical Instruments in Worship Really Make That Much
D i f f e r e n c e ?

Iam sure you are expecting me to say “yes,” for otherwise I
would not have gone to the trouble of this study; and Iwill not
disappoint you. 1do hope, however, that you will consider care¬
fully the reasons why.

1. We believe using instrumental music in Christian worship
makes adifference because God has never permitted man to devise
the plan or means for his own worship. Cain’s sin was that he did
not worship as God directed (Genesis 4; Hebrews 11:4). Cain, it
appears, wished to choose what he could submit to God for
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worship rather than doing as God asked. During the MosaicaiAge,
God was very specific about the worship, Nadab and Abihu
of Aaron, were consumed by fire because they obtained fire to
from asource other than that which God directed (Leviticus 10:1,
2). Saul thought that since he was the King, he could vary from
God’s prescribed plan of worship by offering asacrifice even though
he was not apriest. As aresult Samuel told him, “Theu hast done
foolishly; thou hast not kept the commandment of Jehovah thy
God” (I Samuel 13:13). He also told Saul that because he had not
followed exactly God’s system of worship, God would raise up
someone else to be King.

, s o n s

u s e

Equal strictness was also applied to observing God’s plan of
worship in the New Testament. Christ condemned the Pharisees
because they had added their traditions to God’s commandments.
His words to them were, “In vain do they worship me, teaching for
doctrine the commandments of men” (Matthew 15:9).
moreover, gave warning about the departures from true pattern of
Christian worship in the Corinthian church (T Corinthians 11:17-
34: 14:1-40).

Pau l ,

When man has attempted to develop his own system of wor¬
ship, he has sometimes developed adegrading system of human
sacrifice, drunkenness, fornication, and revelry as worship. The
crimes society generally regards as the most repulsive—murder and
immorality—have been chosen by men to express their worship to
their gods. To prevent any such possibilities, and because as our
Creator and the object of our worship He has the right, God has
specified our plan of worship.

To add to the plan God has commanded, then, by adding
new kind of music, which He has not commanded for Christian
worship is to take aliberty which God has never allowed. It also,
at the very least, is taking an unnecessary chance that could make
all our worship unacceptable.

a

2. Instrumental music in Christian worship makes adifference
because Christian worship is basically spiritual rather than physical,
thus making mechanical instruments inappropriate. Under the
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Law of Moses, God permitted musical instruments as worship.
Timbrals, harps, trumpets, pipes, and cymbals were actually used
to praise God (Psalms 150). The Israelites actually used these
along with dancing, burnt offerings, and incense to offer their
praise to God (II Chronicles 15:11-15; 29:25-28). Yet, as we have
seen, when the Christian era began, there was no such use of
instruments of music, nor, indeed, of any of the other outward,
ritualistic forms of worship. Why ?Why were these forms of
worship which God approved under the Law of Moses not practic¬
ed by the church when it began under direct divine guidance ?We
should recognize that if these were in use before and then they
were not included in the Christian worship, God must have
directed the early church away from such. Christ explained why
this change was made when He indicated that Christian worship
was to be of acompletely different nature than the Jewish. When
the woman of Samaria asked Him whether Mt. Gerizim or Jerusa¬
lem was the place to worship (John 4:20), He took the occasion to
teach her and us about worship under His new covenant. No
longer. He said in effect, will worship to God be confined to
certain place requiring spec.al physical equipment and surround¬
ings. Since “God is aSpirit,” those who worship Him will
ship “in spirit and in truth,
that we must have the proper “spirit” in the sense of “attitude,
its meaning goes beyond this. Since God is aspirit being, and
since each of us also has aspirit, Jesus’ plan for worship i;
centered in getting our spirit in contact with God. Christian
worship, thus, is concerned with the spiritual rather than the
physical.

a

w o r -

While this passage includes the idea

I S

The method of Christian worship, of course, is prescribed just
as was the Mosaical, but it is based primarily on the involvement
of the spirit, inward mental activity, rather than on the outward
physical activity. Under the Law, worship appealed to the physical:
the priest wore special clothing and performed aritual of sacrifice
which appealed to the eye; incense appealed to the sense of smell;
feasts appealed to the sense of taste, and the trumpets and harps
appealed to the ear.

But under Christ’s plan of worship for Christians, the spirit
mental aspect of man is primarily engaged. Thus the

o r

c e r e m o n y
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and indirect approach through apriest is taken away, and in its
place comes aplan in which each person participates directly him¬
self, and that primarily in mentat activity. No longer is public
worship ashort of spectator arrangement in which the person
watches, hears, tastes, and smelles certain physically appealing
rituals. Now worship to God through Christ involves every wor¬
shippers as afull participant as he expresses that he loves God
with his “heart, mind, and soul’’ (Matthew 22:37). There is prayer
and meditation in which all speak directly to God with no human
priest. There is the giving, apersonal matter with no sacrificial
ritual. There is the simple reading, instruction, and exhortation
with no ceremony attached. There is the observance of the Lord’
Supper in which one “thinks” his way back to Calvary and for¬
ward to the second coming and personally “examines himself.
Finally, there is the singing in which all participate. And, in
keeping with this spiritual kind of worship, there is no mechanical
m u s i c .

This contrast is made in Ephesians 5:19 where Paul says,
singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord.” No

longer do we accompany our singing with the harp or lyre or
trumpet; now we accompany it with the heart. It was not out of
harmony with the Old Testament form of worship which was filled
with outward ritual to accompany singing with the sound of
musical instruments. But under the new plan of Christ, the singing
of the human voice is to be accompanied by the heart or inner
man or spirit. Thus, mechanical accompaniment is out of harmony
with the type of worship given for Christians under the New
C o v e n a n t .

Conybeare and Howsen, in their highly respected Life and
Epistles of St. Paul (II, 503;, give this explanation of Ephesians
5:19 :

Throughout the whole passage there is acontrast implied between
the Heathen and the Christian practices, q. d. When you meet,
let your enjoyment consist not in fulness of wine, but fulness of
the Spirit-, let your songs be, not in the drinking-songs of heathen
feasts, but psalms and hymns, and their accompaniment, not the
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music of the lyre, but the melody of the heart; which you sing them
to the praise, not of Bacchus, or Venus, but of the Lord Jesus

C h r i s t .

In this cammentary on Ephesians, B. F. Westcott, the noted
Greek scholar and professor in the University of Cambridge
explains the phrase “making melody in your heart” in this way :
“The outward music was to be accompanied by the inward music
of the heart” (p. 82).

Some who wish to justify the instrument in worship, however
suggest that instruments are not apart of the worship itself but are
only aids to the worship, and that they are, therefore, acceptable
But there are several problems with this position,
place, the Jews used the instruments, not as an aid, but
actual part of their worship. As shown in the passages referred t.
earlier, they offered the music of instruments as praise to God, not
as merely an aid to worship. If instruments were so used along
with animal sacrifice and incense under the law, it would be difii-
cult for the same type of music today to be considered only an aid
any more than incense or robed priests could be considered as aids
today.

In the first
a s a n

t o

Moreover, the assertion that mechanical instruments aid the
spiritual worship may be seriously questioned. The whole
of Christian worship is away from that which appeals to the
ward, to the eyes and ears. It is, rather, aspiritual response to
God, expressed in the methods he has instructed. Mechanical
music, then, is not only adding anew method not commanded but
It IS both out of harmony with and ahindrance to the worship of

characterize Christian worship.
While Christians should sing the best they can, it is not the quality
of the musical sound which determines the acceptability of this

to God; it is, rather, the harmony of the man’s spirit with
God that pleases Him. God listens more closely to the ĥ rt than
to the voice The use of instrumental music puts the emphasis in
he wrong place-on the outward rather, than the inward. To say
then, .that you want to use an organ because you like the beautiful
sound is to attempt to justify something in worship on the basis of
outward sound rather than inward devotion.

t o n e

o u t -
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3. Another reason why instrumental music in the Christian
worship makes agreat difference is that it is an element of divi¬
sion If this were the only reason why it matters, this alone would
be enough. For centuries the church existed without using instru¬
mental music and whenever it has been introduced into various
religious groups, it has always been asource of trouble and divi-

Case after case could be cited. In the Restoration Move¬
ment, particularly, has this been aproblem. About 1800, when a
number of persons from various denominations decided to attempt

back beyond both the Protestant Reformation and the

S i o n .

t o g o
Catholic digression, they took as their guiding principle to do only

hat they found taught for the Christian age by scriptural com¬
mand, example, or inference,
the church in its essentials like it was in the beginning when it was
under direct divine guidance,- they wanted to find t^t core of
fundamental truths upon which all Christians could unite. Since
musical instruments in Christian worship were neither commanded
nor used in New Testament times, they believed it in keeping with

Singing was their universal prac-

W '

Seeking to “rebuild” or restore

their principles not to use them,
tice for half-a-century, but eventually, about 1870, instruments
began to be introduced. They were strongly opposed and many
said it would violate (1) the Scriptures, (2) the plea of the Restora¬
tion Movement, and (3) their conscience for them to be used,

places they were taken out, but in others they were retained.
While those who used the instrument did not believe they must
be used, and often said one could worship with or without it, they
stilt insisted on forcing those who opposed either to sing with the

I n

s o m e

instruments or to leave.

The use of the instrument is and has been divisive and has
been the cause of much strife and separation of fellowship. Since
it is, admittedly, anon-essential using, it is contrary to the spirit
of both the love and the unity commanded in the scriptures as well

to the principles of the Restoration Movement.

4. The use of instrumental music in the worship makes
another important difference because it opens the door for other
departures. In the eyes of some it seems a
uses an organ or piano in aworship service.

a s

little thing whether one
If we were to grant
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that It made no difference in itself, which we could not grant, it
would still be unwise to use it. So long as we apply the principle
that we will do only that which we find taught for us in the Scrip¬
tures, we can have both unity and consistency. Since one,
obviously, cannot follow this principle and still justify the use of
musical instruments in the church, he must move away from the
stand of doing only what the Bible authorizes. And this is exactly
what those in the Restoration Movement who used the instrument
have done. Now, instead of standing on the principle of doing
only that which the Bible specifically authorizes, they have moved
to the position that athing is not wrong unless the Bible specifi¬
cally condemns it. (See Wallace-Barber Debate, pp. 51-56, 63,
171, 172). Thus the original position is weakened to get the
instrument approved and, at the same time, the new principle
allows other departures. In fact, to follow arule that one could
do in worship anything not specifically forbidden would allow
almost anything from coffee on the Lord’s table to “bobbing” for
apples.

With this principle in operation to make room for instru¬
mental music, other departures follow—missionary societies, con¬
ventions, human decision about what we believe,
at the history of the Christian Church or Disciples of Christ since
about 1900 will show how rapidly some have moved from doing
only what is authorized in the Scriptures once the door is opened
by the instrument. To do only what is authorized rather than
anything which is not forbidden is amuch safer course tg follow.

A c a n d i d l o o k

C O N C L U S I O N

In this brief study we have outlined some reasons why it is
not wise to use musical instruments in Christian worship and some
reasons why we believe it is amatter of considerable importance.
Those who believe their souls will be the safest by walking as close
to the Scriptures as possible must adopt the principle of doing in
worship only what the Scriptures authorize,
surrendered, there is no suitable place to stop the

Once this position is
r e t r e a t .

With this study before us, surely you can under.stand why this
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question is of importance to those trying to be Christians only.
We hope you wiil agree that musical instruments should not be
used in Christian worship. At the very least, we hope you will
say there is enough truth in what we say that you
either your soul or division among those seeking to follow Christ
on this point by ever using musical instruments in worship.

w i l l n o t r i s k

Why Need IBecome AChristian?
D e l t o n H a u n

three times in the Bible :(1)T h e w o r d “ C h r i s t i a n ” o c c u r s

“And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.’ (Acts
11:26b) (2) “Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuades!
m e t o b e a C h r i s t i a n .

Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God in this
name,” (1 Pet. 4:16 ARV).

(Acts 26:28) (3) “...if aman suffer as a

Christian” is, no doubt, the new name promisedT h e n a m e

by Isaiah, “And the Gentiles shall see thy righteousness, and all
kings thy glory; and thou shalt be called by anew name, 
the mouth of the Lord shall name,” (Isa. 62:2).

w h i c h

After. Christ’s ascension those who obeyed were sometimes
called saints, disciples, brethren and children (sons) of God but
these names were not new. (See Deut. 33:2; Isa. 8:16; Psa. 33:1 and
Gen. 6:2). The name “Christian” is the only new name,
in the church age is comparable to the name
a g e .

I t s use

Israel” mthe Jewish

But what is meant by “Christian” It is aname applied to all
who have obeyed the gospel of Christ and who, by virtue of that
obedience, become the children of God. The name Christian
was given to those who became members of the heaven approved
church that began on Pentecost long before the days of digression,
and division. Iam encouraging sinners to become Christians only.
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such as they were in New Testament times and to be members of
the one church they read about in the Bible.

Now why should anyone become aChristian ?What will he
gain in becoming one ?What does he lose if he does not ?

No one should become aChristian because he thinks it is
going to be easy. Jesus said,
the way, that leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.”
(Matt. 7:14). The gate is constricted and the way is narrow. The
drunkard, the covetous and all other worldly souls must turn
from their sins in order to pass through the strait gate,
requires no little effort.

1.

...strait is the gate and narrow is

a w a y
T h i s

Many of the early Christians were arrested and presecuted
even unto death. (.Ino. 16:2; Acts 7) Although the day of
martyrdom seems to have passed, some in our day have lost
friends and employment on becoming Christians. The world will
not receive Christians with open arms and it need not be expected
(1 Tim. 1:12).

Although Jesus promised the way would be rewarding. He did
not suggest that it would be easy. He never held out false hope to
enduce men to follow Him. He made no political promises of
easy time. No one should ever think of becoming aChristian
because he believes it will be easy. He must be ready to suffer.
He who is unwilling to make all sacrifices needed does not really
know the way.

a n

2. No one should become aChristian because the majority
a r e C h r i s t i a n s ,

and in the second place if they were it would not be ajustifiable
reason for my becoming one. Right never becomes
wrong right just because the majority stand on the other side.

In New Testament times the matter of majority was surely
not considered seriously. Throughout the apostolic days Chris¬
tians were in the minority and suffered persecutions in some
instances of the most horrible description. To them death must
have been awelcome relief. Yet they would not renounce Christ.

In the first place the majority aren’t Christians

w r o n g n o r
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They did not become Christians because they wanted to be with
the majority. There were other—far greater, reasons.

3. No one should become aChristian just because his friends
and relatives are Christians. One is fortunate to have grand¬
parents, parents, brothers and sisters who are Christians,
makes amistake if he reasons he must also become aChristian
because he can not afford to break the tradition,

hand down teaching that leads to clear understanding, faith and
intelligent obedience and quite another to expect children to obey
because their parents have done so before them. The church would

depart from the faith if asufficient number became members
The Lord wants men to be

B u t h e

I t i s one th ing
t o

s o o n

who were hot first indoctrinated,
taught the truth and to be convinced of it before they become
Christians. You will do yourself afavour and others aservice if
before you obey you become fully convinced in your own heart
that it is the thing and the only thing, for you. Yours must be no
meaningless acceptance of Christ. It is as essential the man
without Christian relatives obey. The more important reasons for
becoming aChristian apply equally well to the sinner who has no
Christian relatives.

WHAT ARE SOME OF THESE REASONS ?

1. Ineed to become aChristian because Iam lost. (Rom.
3:23; Gal. 3:22). Iam guilty. Iam asinner. Ineed pardon. My
own sins bar me from heaven. (Jno. 8:21). Ineed forgiveness for
todays sins and for the sins of yesteryear. Time alone will not

will good deeds make up for even onee r a s e e v e n o n e s i n n o r

wrong. Past sins may seem to lie buried under the weight of more
recent events but they will be brought to light in the judgment
unless before that time Iobtain divine pardon. Ineed forgiveness
and the assurance that my sins will not be remembered against me
any more forever. (Heb. 8:12).

2. Ineed to become aChristian because Imust be born
’,“Except aman be born again, he cannot see the kingdom

of God.” (Jno. 3:3); Ineed to become anew creature in Christ
with new aims and new hopes. (2 Cor. 5:17). By this birth of

a g a i n .
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water and Spirit (Jno. 3:5), Iwill become an adopted son of God.
(Eph. 1:5). What aprivilege !

3. Ineed to become aChristian to obtain peace in my soul.
Ineed the rest Jesus promised. (Matt. 11:28) Ineed the peace that
comes by being right with God. Ineed the burden of guilt lifted
from my soul. (1 Pet. 3:21). My heart will be cleansed when I
obey the word of truth. (1 Pet. 1:22).

4. Ineed to become aChristian to make my life count for
eternity. Paul taught us to live “soberly, righteously, and godly.”
(Titus 2:12). There is no system that requires any more virtuous
life than that taught by the apostles and demonstrated by Christ.
Ido not want to live awholesome moral life in vain. Iwant to
make every day count for eternity.

5. Ideed to become aChristian so that Imay have the
assurance of the earthly blessings promised to those who seek first

But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his
righteousness; and all these things (food, raiment and shelter,
D.H.) shall be added unto you.” Jesus promised to bless His
and to meet their needs. Iw'ant to live the kind of life He blesses.

6. Ineed to become aChristian so that my every prayer will
be heard and answered. If Iturn away He will not hear me. “He
that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer
shall be adomination.” (Prov. 28:9).

over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers;
but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil.” (1 Pet. 312).

the kingdom.

o w n

“For the eyes of the Lord
a r e

7. Ineed to become aChristian so Ican enjoy the fellowship
of Christ and the apostles. God is faithful, by whom ye were
called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.” (1
Cor. l.i). “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light,
have fellowship one with another.” (1 Jno. 1:7). Iwant to work
with Jesus and to know that Ihave joined hands in acommon
effort with the finest who have ever lived.

w e

8 . Ineed to become aChristian so Ican serve Jesus. he
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became the author of eternal salvation unto al l them that obey
him,” (Heb. 5:9). Ido not enjoy the prospects of continuing to
serve amaster who makes no promises and who, W'ere he to make
one would break it, and whose destiny is eternal banishment apart
from all that is good and noble and pure. Ineed to become a
Christian so Ican serve the triumphant Lord.

9. Ineed to become aChristian to help influence others in
the right way. Young folks probably do not feel the weight of
their example as strongly as they will later on, when they come to
realize their children and perhaps others are following in their
footsteps. This is not the main reason for obeying Christ of
course, as those without children need to obey, but the fact one is
influencing others is an additional reason for his obeying. Iwant
others to become Christians too.

10. 1need to become aChristian so Iwill be prepared for
death. Iknow death is inevitable. It is “appointed unto men once
to die.” (Heb. 9:27). Death is no respecter. Sometimes it tiptoes
softly by the beside of the babe in the crib. With those who live
out the three-score and ten the abrasive years wear out the body
until, at last, the iron gates of the earthly tabernacle swing out and
the spirit, ever strong, departs to return unto God who gave it. I
want the day of my death to be my emancipation day from sorrow
and suffering. Iwant my family to rejoice that when that inevita¬
ble moment arrives Ishall have served Him who can and will
safely guide me through heaven’s portals. Unconcern, worldly
pursuits and present interests may satisfy for alittle while but they
wear threadbare as the years pass by and can give no comfort in
the hour of death.

11. Ineed to become aChristian because Ido not want the
Bible to condemn rne. My mother read it to me when Iwas just a
child. It is loved and respected by my family. It has been read
during the most serious and sobering moments of my life.

It promises an abundant and atriumphant life, yet with all its
cheer, if Igo through life failing to obey the Lord, it will turn on
me in the last hour and condemn me for my neglect and unbelief.
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Iwant the approval of God’s word and Iwant it to comfort those
I l o v e w h o m I m u s t l e a v e b e h i n d .

12, Ineed to become aChristian because nothing else will
satisfy me. Pagan idolatry with its supersitions is confusing and
disappointing. Judaism is outdated. Worldly gain is no substitute.
It would be better that financial failure crown my every effort here
below than in gaining all, lose that everlasting crown promised to
the obedient. Atheism too is empty, denying but promising
nothing. For me it is Christianity or nothing.

13. Ineed to become aChristian so that Iwill be among
those raised to meet Him when he comes again. “For the Lord
himself shall descend from heaven with ashout, with the voice of
the archangel, and with the trump of God; and the dead in Christ
shall rise first; then we which are alive and remain shall be caught
up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air;
and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” (1 Thess. 5;16, 17).

14. Ineed to become aChristian so He will say “Well
done,” when Istand before Him in the judgment where there will
be no deception and above which there will be no court of appeal.
“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that
every one may receive the things done in the body, according to
that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.” (2 Cor. 5:10).
That day of rekconing when the Lord will vindicate the righteous
and will send from His presence the impenitents is before me. In
that day wrongs will be righted and sacrifices rewarded.

In many ahome is atape recorder enabling forks to keep a
permanent record of the voices and events they and theirs cherish
through the years. Memories they fail but the magnetic tape does
not. Every syllable and every note is faithfully preserved. Long
after the sound of voices has died away and lips have been stilled
in the sleep of death others may hear these voices. Is it too
difficult to recognize God is able to remember our words and
deeds?

There is also asmall mechanism available, so Ihave been
told, that by electrical impulses every sound on asmall roll of
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magnetic film can be erased in afew seconds. How so like the
pardon granted by the Lord when one becomes aChristian,
sins gone forever! Why should Iwait? How can Iwait longer! I
do not want the Lord to deny me in that crucial hour. Iam sure
He won’t if Ibecome aChristian and remain true to Him.

A l l

15. Ineed to become aChristian so Ican spend eternity
with Jesus and with the bravest, finest and purest souls that have
ever lived. Iwant to be with the patriarchs of old and with the
faithful of all ages. Iwant to dwell where Ishall hear only that
which is inspiring and elevating and where there will be no pain,
no sorrow, no death and no parting while the eternal ages roll on
a n d o n .

But who else will be in heaven ?Draw near amoment. Stand
with me beside heartbreak’s casket wherein lies atiny form that
housed aspark of that celestial fire but for amoment. The hope
of once happy parents now lies before us in the iron grip of death.
Little eyes are closed. Little hands lie cold. Atiny heart no
longer beats. Little ears do not—cannot, hear. But they shall
some day. When the archangel’s trumpet sounds that long loud
blast the voice of the Lord Jesus Christ shall penetrate the sepul¬
chre of every innocent that lies beneath the sod. Here is one
whose resurrection is just as sure as God’s book is true. He shall
rise! Jesus promised it! To stand before such purity is an experi¬
ence not easy to forget. How insignificant material things! How
revolting sin! How lovely innocense! How precious His promise!

Of such is the kingdom of heaven.” Iwant to spend eternity with
such as this!

« £

C O N C L U S I O N

God loves me. Jesus wants me and invites me to obey Him.
The apostles have pointed out the way and have urged me to enter
into it. My better judgment prompts me to become aChristian
even now lest Idelay too long. (Matt. 16:26).

Because God loves me, He sent His Son to suffer and die for
me and to shed His blood for my sins. Now what must Ido ?
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(1) Imust believe. (Mark 16:16; Heb. 11:6) (2) Imust repent of
my sins. (Acts 2:38) (3) Imust confess my faith in Christ. (Rom.
10:10; Acts 8:37) and (4) Imust be baptized (immersed) at which
time the Lord will pardon me—I will then be achild of God
C h r i s t i a n !

— a

AStrange Necessity
H . L . F r a n k l i n

In the Roman letter the grand old apostle and soldier of
Christ spends precious time in God’s word convicting the world,
Jew and Gentile, of sin. In the first chapter beginning with verse
twenty-six Paul points out amost henious sin-the sin of homo¬
sexuality.

This is astrange necessity. It is not strange that man would
stoop of this sin. When every imagination of man’s heart can turn
to evil, surely he could dream up this repulsive sin. It is not
strange that Paul would rebuke sin and exhort to faithfulness. The
strange thing is that this rebuke was necessary. Could his readers
not realize homosexuality was asin against God ?Possibly not.

Man today seems to have difficulty realizing this is asin. This
that was not spoken of some years ago is paraded as normal acti¬
vity today. Movies are made which feature the hero as ahomo¬
sexual. Books are written with this as the central theme. But,
worse, some religions defend this as normal expression human
e m o t i o n .

It is strange that it is necessary to remind people, especially
those considering themselves Christian, that homosexuality is asin.
Astrange necessity, but let us consider God’s attitude toward this
s i n .

By the law is the knowledge of sin. From iniquity man has
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If aman also l ie with mankind, as he l ieth« <

known of this sin.
with awoman, both of them have committed abomination :they
shall surely be put to death; their blood shall be upon them” (Lev.
20:13).’ Is this anormal expression human emotion? More
accurately, it is asin against God.

Because of the sins of Sodom and Gomorrah, God completely
What were the i r s ins ?

W e k n o w t h e a c t i o n n o w i n
destroyed them from the face of the earch.
Very likely every sin known to man.
question was prevalent. It was so prevalent that Sodom now lends
its name to the word sodomy, “carnal copulation in any of certain
unnatural ways.”

When the angels visited Lot the night prior to the destruction,
the men of the city came looking for them. They called to Lot to
bring them out “that we may know them.” Lot offered them his
daughters, who had “not known man,” for their sexual gratifica¬
tion. They would not have this. They wanted men. These men
were striken blind and the entire city was eventually destroyed in
flames. Anormal expression of human emotion ?More
accurately :asin against God.

Paul discussed this matter in the aforementioned passage. He
concluded by saying “that they which commit such things are
worthy of death.” Now, today we are told this is not really asin,
but i t would be asin i f the individual was unkind to his fel low
man. The impression is left that it is alright as long as both are
agreeable. And the explanation is that this is what Paul means.
God forbid !Paul says this is sin and that they which do such
things are worthy of death.”

What must aChristian do in regard to this sin ?Flee from it
as he would flee any sin of the devil. What must aChristian do
in regard to any psychologist or normal expression human
emotion ?Shun them as we would “abstain from all appearance
o f e v i l . ”
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Fo r Ch r i s t ' s Sake —
The Cause is First

M a x i e B . B o r e n

Nothing in this world is more important than the ‘‘cause
Jesus Christ !Everything else is secondary !The true Christian
willing to sulfer for it. to endure hurt, privation, and discourage¬
m e n t f o r i t .

The apostle Paul wrote, “...what things were gam to me,
these have Icounted loss for Christ. Yea verily, and Icount all
things to be loss for the excellency of the knowledge Of Christ
Jesus my Lord; for whom Isuffered the loss of all things, and do
count them but refuse, that Imay gain Christ, and be found in
him... Philippians 3:7-9a. And obviously, paul really njeant
what he said! Review his life, recorded in the book of Acts, and
gam insight from his epistles, and you will quickly see THE
CAUSE OF CHRIST WAS FIRST with him. Note carefully his
listing of things he incurred as aresult of his fidelity to Jesus :
read II Corinthians 11:24-28.

9 9 o f

And to weep for it.

When the “cause of Christ” is threatened, the Christian will
stand “in his place!”
will courageously defend it! When the church is troubled or
disturbed, the true Christian will bend over backwards to maintain
peace and unity! When the proverbial “chips are down,” the
Christian will put the “CAUSE” first and sacrifice whatever is
necessary that it be not maimed or defamed in any way.

When the truth is challenged, the Christian

Jesus said, “seek ye the kingdom of God, and his righ¬
teousness...” Matthew 6:33. This is always uppermost in the
Christ ian’s mind and heart. Not any thing, nor any person should
take precedent over the good of the kingdom.

a

Wherefore Itake pleasure iu weakness, in injuries, in neces-
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J l C o r i n -sities, in persecutions, in distresses,/or Christ’s sake
thians 12:10. Paul knew what really mattered. And we should
know it still does! The “cause of Christ, “His kingdom. His

yes, “for Christ’s sake,” that is what is vitallyway

important!

W o r d s O f L i f en J J

Several times in the New Testament we read that “Whosoever
shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved” (Acts 2:21;
Romans 10:13). Many believe that the only thing involved here is
to “accept Chiist as your personal Saviour.” While it is certainly
true that we must accept Jesus as our personal Saviour, there is
more required than just stating these words, or saying yes to a
preacher when he asks “Do you accept Jesus as your personal
S a v i o u r ? ”

In Acts chapter 22 we can read of aclassic example of aman
who was saved by calling upon the name of the Lord? But exactly
when and how did he call upon His name? Now, if Acts 2:21 and
Romans 10:13 are to have any value at all we must know when
and how one calls upon the Lord. Please read carefully the first
fifteen verses of Acts 22. Then notice exactly what verse sixteen

And now why tarriest thou, Arise and be baptised, ands a y s ,

wash away thy sins, CALLING ON THE NAME OF THE
LORD”. Notice now, Ananias did not say, “Saul, do you accept
Jesus as your personal Saviour?” But he did tell him what he had
to do in order to call upon His name, and therefore be saved. Saul
was not saved on the Damascan road (it’s obvious that he was a
believer, but not saved), but in the city of Damascus after obeying
the divine command to be baptised for the remission of his sins.

And now whyC i

You too can be saved like Saul of Tarsus,
tarriest THOU, arise and be baptised, and wash away thy sins,
CALLING ON THE NAME OF THE LORD” , Ac ts 22 :16 .
Won’t you do it now?

Presented by the Church of Christ, Highway 82 West, Winona,
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Sundays—2 :30 to 2:45 P.M.
Mondays—2 :30 to 2:45 P.M.
Tuesdays—2 :30 to 2:45 P.M.
Wednesdays—2 :30 to 2:45 P.M.
Thursdays—2 :30 to 2:45 P.M.
Fridays—2 :30 to 2;45 P.M.
Saturdays—2 :30 to 2:45 P.M.

TAMIL—The Way of Truth—Speaker :P.R. Swamy.
All correspondence should be sent to The Way of
Truth, Post Box 3301, Bangalore 560033
Tuesdays—5 :30 to 5:45 P.M.
Thursdays—6 :45 to 7:00 P.M.
Fridays—6 :45 to 7:00 P.M.

MALAYALAM—The Voice of Truth—Speaker :
John Chandy.
All correspondence should be sent to Church of Christ,
Thevally, Quilon—9 (Kerala).
Tuesdays—3 :45 to 4:00 P.M.
Fridays—3 :45 to 4:00P.M.
A L L A R E E N C O U R A G E D T O L I S T E N
Bible Correspondence Courses and Christian Literature

are available in these different languages from the
addresses listed. Also the radio sermons are available in
b o o k s f o r m .

Print India New Delhi-110064.
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K I N D L Y N O T E

If you are receiving more than one copy of The
Bible Teacher you are requested to let us know
your Mailing Numbers written on the lable of
your Address. This will help us check dupli¬
cation of Addresses.

Thank you.
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