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The Mysteries of God |

The New Testament :speaks - oftcn of the my,stertes of God
This is further defined as the mystery of Christ, the mystery - of
faith, and the mystery of the gospel. What does all of this mean?

A mystery is that which is puzaling, secret, that which we
know little - about, or that which is difficult. to. understand,
Scripturally and spiritually, it may be.that which. has not been
revealed to us or explained to the point that we can understand it.
Perhaps in many cases we have not studied sufficiently to know the
truth about the matter.

From the time of creation, God bad - many things. planned for
man and his salvation. Not all of this: was revealed at once. There
were promises, prophecies, and the oral and writfen. .word through
which God, little by little, made known.his-will. - Back under the
Old Testament period, in ;particular, many of the -things that
were .yet to come were couched in mystery. As it has often been
explained, at first the people lived in a period. of -time that might
be described as the Patriarchal age or the starlight age. That is,
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they had some light, but not enough to fully understand what God
had in Store for them. Next, there was the Mosaical age or the
moonlight "dge.. There was more light than before, but there were
still many things yet to be explained. Finally, the Christian age or
the sunlight age came. This has ‘become known as being a period
of time in which the major mysterigs of God . .and salvation have
been made known to manu:; = R '

But thiikine about the days of Christ and the apostles, just
prior; to pthe ushering in of the Chrisjian dispensation, thé people
as a-whoterand-even-the-apostles;-did not.fully understand all the
things that the Lord was trying to tell them. For instance, the
apostles dfd fiot comprehepd thg sayings of Christ concerning the
fulfillment of the law, his promise of rising from thegrave, the
establishment of the kingdom, the new birth, and so many other
things. This was why it was necessary for the Holy Spirit to be
sent to guide them into all truth,

When Christ was asked by the disciples why he spoke in
parables, he isaids~““Because it.is given unto you to; know the my-
steries of the kingdom of heaven.” - (Matthew 13:11). Paul said
that _he would not have his brethren to be ignorant concerning the
mystery oft the Gentiles being accepted of God as well as-the Jews.
(Roti#ns 11:25). -On another occasion, he said, ‘“Now to him that
is of powek to establish you according to my gospel, and the preachi
ing of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery,
which was kept secrét since the world began, But now:is made!
tianifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to the
commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all ‘nations
for the obedience of faith.” ~(Romans 16:25; 26). ; :

~ Christ himself worked primarily among the Jews, and even the
first time the Lord sent'the apostles out he gave them what is
called the limited ocomihission, meaning that they were sent only to
the‘lost sheep’ of the house of Israél or to the Jews. (Matthew 10).
Even on the day-of Peritecost, the gospel was preached only to the
Jews. ""(‘Acts 2). “Later it was preached to the Gentiles. (Acts 10).
Of course this was in keeping with the great commission that had
already been given, that the gospel was to be taken to every
greatiite under hieaven. (Mark 16:15 16). We can see, though,
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that all of this did not happen. jovernight . buf -that it took -time. ]
With rhe' passing-of time, they. became more. fully acqua,mted with
theswhdler will of God and ‘were therefore better prepared to. bea,s[
itor to understand it B S RV VRN I S A A Lo
Pt oot s
Paul.said to the C,hnstlans at« Cormth, “But we speak thp
nsdom;of God in a mystery, eyendhg: hlddecnxwlsdo,m ,wh;gh God
ordajnedbefore :the: world unto - our, .iglory; Which none of the
prirfcés of thisiworld knew; for had they. ,known it, they would not
have crucified the Lord of gloty. But as it. is; written, Eye hath
not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man,
the thmgs ‘which God Hath prepared for them thatlové him. But
ébd Hath revealed” them unto us'by his’ Spmt for the Spirit
sea%cheth all " thin'gs, yea, the dééb things of God." For what man
kfioweth the thmgs of a man, save the spirit of -man - which' is in
him? Even' so the' ‘things of God kroweth 'no man,' but the
Spirit of God. Now we have received, not the spirit of this
wosld, bu: the spirit which is, of God, that we, _might know the
things that, are freely given to us of God Whlch fhmgs also we
speak, not in the words which man’s wlsdom teacheth, but. which
the Holy Ghost teacheth comparmg spmtual thmgs w;th
spmtual But the naturql man recelvexh not the thmgs of the
Spirit of God: for they are foohshuqss ‘unto hl/m neither can we
know - them, because they, are spiritually discerned. But he that
is,spiritual _judgeth all thmgs, yet h; himself is judged of no ‘man.,
For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct
him? But we have the mind of Christ.” (1 Corinthians 2:7-16).
He goes on to refer to himself and other ministers of Christ as
being the stewards of the mysteries of God. (1 Corinthians 4:1).
As such, as preachers of God, he was saying that they were
entrusted with the truths of God and that the Lo#d expected them
to proclaim those truths to the world.

In writing to the Christians at Ephesus, Paul said that he had
made known to him the mystery of Christ’s will. (Ephesians 1:9).
In Ephesians 3:3, 4, he said thatthe Lordhad. made known unto
him the mystery of Christ and ‘salvation By revelation. He went
Qn.to say that one of the mysteries was low .Gentiles could be
f,'ellow heirs in. the same body or church and partakers of the pro-
mise by, the gospel antmumg, he sa;d “Whgrefore L was made
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a minister, according to the gift of the gtace of God given unto me
by the effectual working of his power..- Unto me who am less than
the least of the saints, is this grace given, that I .should preagh-
among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches -of .Christ; : And to.
make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from
the beginning of the wotld hiad béen‘hid in God, 'who created all
things by Jetis" Clirist. - (Ephesians 3:7-10). In Bphesiatis 6:19
Paul asked that they pray that he might open his mouth boldiy. to
make known the mystery- of the gospel. In Colossians 4:3 he
talked of the mystery of Christ and the church. | :

In-all of these verses, and others we could refer to, the. writer
is saying that the mysteries concerning .. Christ, the gospel, the
church, the bringing. together of Jews and G_entiles, have now been
made known. The truths concerning them have now. been revealed
and it is up to man to read, study, believe and _obey those' truths
that he might be saved, '

~ Sad to say, however, even to this day some still look upoti
God’s will, the church, and such like as being a mystery, §6me-
thing that is hard to understand and to accept.  Such people dwell
in ignorance, darkness, and in 4 lost state, because they themselves
choose to do so. All who desire to know God’s will ‘may “know
it. It has been revealed for that purpose. The mystery has beén
replaced ‘with knowlédge. The only mystery that remains ‘is why
all do not understand, and why all de not take advantage of the
oppartunity to be saved. : : :

[ ]

associate IR
Yaeditorial

Where Art Thou?
When man in the beginning sinned by breaking God’s COm-

mandment and consequently wanted to hide himself from God,
the Lord God asked him the question: “Where art thou?”? The
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Lord, ng. doubt, kanew exactly where Adam was. He asked him
this question, however to show Adam where in fact he was ' Adam
was in a wrong place. He was in sin, in shame and in rebeilion.
Rethap&Adam hunself didn t realize where he was actual]y until
God asked him the question ‘under consideration. ' It was surely a
soul sear:chmg questlon for Adam and Eve, Adam’s wife. And as I
think about thls question today, 1 beh,eve it still is a very thoﬁght
provokmg and soul searchrng questxon for every one of - us,
“Where art. thou?” Letus exaniine’ ourselves in hght of thls
questmn tof ascertain where we are spmtually today

In the wafy, or in'some way?

. The wise man, in Proverbs’ I4 12, wrote, “There isa way which
seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of
death.” In John 14:6 Christ declared, “I am the way, the truth,

and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” There-
fore, if we are not'i Christ today then'we arenot in the way of
God. We have heard it said that there are many ways but they
all leads to the same destination. In a way this statement is true,
beeause they all lead to spiritual death, to-eternal separatlon from
God. Bat the way that leads man to God is Jesus Christ.” Jesus
Christ is the way which God authomsed and provided for man.

(Johin,3:16; Romans, 5:8; 2 Connthxans 5: 21) "By God’s will in his
death hesuffered the consequences. of Man’s sin (Romans 3:23;

£123),,and by shedding his blood he provided the atonement for
sman’s. sins (Romans 5.,9—31), and thus became the propltratlon for
the,sins of the World. (Romans 3: 25; 1 John 2:2; & fO) Aré “you
iin the way of God?

H TP TR . . . . .

_Insin or in Christ?' ‘

'I‘he Blble in Romans 8;1 declares “There is therefore now no con-
demnatmn to them which are in Chnst Jesus, who walk not after the
flesh, but after. the. Spirit.” Since there i§ no.condemnation to them
who are in Christ, therefore it follows that all those who are not in
,Chglst are in sin, Because the cause of condemnatlon is sm All fall
shgrth,oﬁ the glory of God, the Bible says, because of sin.’ (Romans
3:23), Aqd the wages of sin_is death (Romans’ 6: 23), separatlon

it‘rom God (Isaiah 59 1, 2), whrch means condemnatron in’ hell

-
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(Revelation 21:8). But to theri ‘who' are in’ Christ 'there' is ho'
condemnation, Becatse in him they have receivéd the Tedeitiption
and the forgiveness of their sins. (Colossians”1:14). They havé
been reconciled to God through the shérificial death of His .'Sb:"r'i
Jesus Christ, (2 Corinthians 5:17, ‘1;‘1'(5?1:‘5&5"‘5':8-'1‘0)._ Jesus $aid)
he who beligves,oﬁ, me ahd is baptized, (immersed in ‘Watet fot 'the

H . N

forgiveness of sins, Acts 2:38 and 8:35-39), shail'bé' saved ‘from’ His

sins. (Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16), The Holy Spirit " ‘through the

apostle Paul declared, “For as many of you as have been baptized
into Christ have put on Christ.” " (Galatians 3:27). Thus when Wwe
obey the command.of Jesus, the Saviour, he saves us from our
sins, and we put him on us. Then being in him we have the hope
of salvation. ; (Romans 5:5-9). Because we have the assurance
that he died on the cross to redéen us from sin. ' (John 3:16). Are

O LR ts SR S UR S N SN SRR £ SRR ¢ IR
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{ In Christ’s -doctrine or in man’s doctrine? .+ .-
] : G R T Do

It is ot enough to believe inChrist or to enter Christ by
Gbeying his comnand, but the ‘most important thing is to abide in
‘the’teaching of Christ. “Becau'se the - Bible teaches, i *“Whosoever
‘transgresseth; and abideth not itl the doctrine of Christ, hath:siot
God. 'HE that abideth in the docttiné of Christ, he hath both the
‘Father aiid thé Son.” (2 Johit'9). ~"As believers in' Christ-we ought
tq esamine’ ourselves, ouf faith,” out’ prhcticed; i clight of the
_teachings of the New Tégﬁambpi“df Cﬁnst\tb ascéﬂﬁh‘ whether 5%
& in the doctrine of Christ or we ake following traditiohs ‘6f neki.
This means we should ascertain whatever we do, believe and
practice religiously that must be supported by the New Testament
of Christ. If a thing is neither comiharded nor shown by example
in the New Testament of Christ, which contains his doctrine, then
we should not practice it religiously. Jesus, quoting" the prophet
Isaiah, in Matthew 15:8,9, said, ““This ‘people’ diaweth high untd
me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but- their
heart s far from me. But in vain they do worship me, teachiii
for doctrines the commandments of men.” Thus if our' worship is
‘ot in liarmany, with the révealod dogtting of “Chtist* " thie’ New
_Testament then, it woufdJ ) l;em vain, and, the same would be true
about every thing else that we do religiously. When we do ot
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‘abide in the" doctrme of the Son of‘God “Which hé has’ given us'in
his New Testamént, tten we o beyond his doctrine and transgress.

Believe it or not but this is an undeniable fact that most of the
.things practised today rehglously in the name of Chrlstlamty under
:'Cathohclsm and Protéstantism are not authorlsed by the New
Testament of Christ, and thérefore are not the d’octrme of Chist.

If you will honestly and smcerely ¢xamine this fact i in the dllght of
the New Testament teaching, you ‘will find ‘that this is true. Jesus
sald ‘“‘He that rejecteth me and rece1veth not my wérds,‘hath one
_,that ]udgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same “shall
judge hxm in the last day (John 12: 48) Are you ready? Are
you in the doctrine of Christ? where are you? e .

IR T - '
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Blbllcal Evidences Of The Falth
That Justlfles

MaxR Miller L { R

S Just;fymg faith obta,ms a good report m the presence of the
Almighty. (Heb. 11:2).- Faith is the mvanable, mdlspensable and
irreplaceable condition for the attainment and maintenance of the
right relationship of man thh God. Wlthout thls faith man
cannot. have  that right relatlonshlp w1th God. (Heb. 11: :6). The
author:of the Epistle. to, the Hebrews, ,after defining falth (Heb
11:1), sets forth the prmcxple of: attaining and mamtammg the
approved relationship of man and God, and throughout ‘the
remainder of.the eleventh chapter furmshes proof of his assertlon.
Abel, JEnogh, Noah and others.related to. God in the approved
-way, through faith. Men in all:ages, even now, favourably ;relate

to God on the basm of that ‘age-old pnnc1ple of Justlﬁeanon by
falﬂk B T - [PIVIR P R T

i e i ’..:A“

, Justnfymg faith is a sacnﬁcmg fa;;h Thls is. demonstrated in
Abel. who offered ‘‘a..more excellent. sacnﬁce than Cam” (Heb
11 A) The: acceptabxhty of .the sqcn@qe is, determmed by tl}e matter
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Women were willing to sagrifice their men for the righteousness of
Gad.and for. the glory and preservanon of God’s Israel. (Heb
11: 35,) ,.

_ 'l;he fg},th thax Justnﬁes overcomes seemmgly insurmountable
_b,gxrqus which could not be overcome in any other way. Physical
deadness. of thp womb of Sarah, the deadness also in Abraham’s
loins gavaw@y to thc power of fafth and brought forth life accord-
ing to the ;:gromjﬁe The Red' Sea proved to be no barrier to
1;1;a,e1 in their margh o Zion for “by faith they passed through
the Red Sea as by dry land.” (Heb. 11:29). The 1mpregnable walls
of Jericho “by faith fell down.” (Heb. 11:30). Jesus taught His
disciples that the force of faith was such that it moved mountains;
so what were the walls of Jericho!

J ustlfyx,pg faith imparts great strenggh to those who are bowed
down- in frailty and weakness. ' Tt freed the people of God from
their enemy, the tyrant Pharaoh; it gave them release from the
victory over the taskmastérs of Egypt. Sarah, ravaged by the
erosion of her great age ‘“through faith...received strength to
conceive seed, and was delivered of a child when she was past age,
because she judged him faithful who had promised.” (Heb. 11:11).
The Prophets thd ‘Judges of old “out of ‘weakness -were made

stropg.” (Heb, 11:34). The Apostle Paul, realizing his human
frailties, kuowmg that faith-was strength said, “Therefore 1 take
ple,asure in mﬁrmmes, in reproacbes, necessities, in persecutions, in
djstresses for Christ’s sake; for'where I am weak then I am strong.”
(2 Cor. 12:10). He rejoiced in that he could do all things through
Christ the Christ who gave Him his strength. (Phil. 4:13).  The
faith that justifies is a faith that fights.  Without the fight of faith
there can be no battle won, no crown to-wear. “Fight the goed
fight of faith, lay hold on eternal Tife,” was Paul’s admenition to
Txmothy Paul, and all the children of God who.stand in His
presence justified, knew what the fight-of faith was all about: -
“For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principali-
ties, agamst powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this
world, agalnst spiritual wickedness in high places.” ‘He- instructed
the children of ‘God to put on the whole ‘armoui of God, taking
the shiefd of faxth that they ‘might stand victoriously (Eph. 6:11-13).
As the battle s Waged often aganist‘ unseen po’wers of darkness, s0
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also the source and power of the weapons of our warfare are up-
seen: “For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, Eut mlghty
through God to the pulling down of strongholds.” (2 Cor. 10: 4).

“Time would fail me to tell of Gideon and of Barak, and of
Samson, and of Jephthae, of David also” and multitudes of others
of both the Old and New Testament dispensations who have
mightily prevailed victorious in the battle of faith. A . great
consolation comforts the soul of the faithful warrior who is able
to say as did Paul, “For I am now ready to be offered, and the
time of my departure is at hand. I bave foughta good fight, X
have finished my course, I have kept the faith: Henceforth there
is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous judge, shall give me at that day; and not to me only, but
unto all them also that love his appearing.” (2 Tim. 4:6-8).

The faith that Justlﬁes isa faith that fears yet a falth that
fears not. There truly is the righteous fear of God “It is a fearful
thing to fall into the hands of the living God; for our God is a
consuming fire.” (Heb. 10:31; 12:29). “Noah, being warned of
God,” moved with pious fear.and foresight, in preparing the ark.
Moses, havmg seen God’s wrath poured out on sinful and
rebellious Egypt held a holy and righteous fear of that wrath lest
it be directed toward hjmself. The wisdom of faith is to fear God
~and keep His commandments. (Psa. 111:10; Eccl. 12: 13).

And there i 1s an aspect of fearlessness in this falth Where
men are justified in fearmg God, the Justlﬁed have no need to fear
man Moses’ parents, without fear of Pharaoh, d1d what they
beheved to be right in the hiding of their son. (Heb. 11: 23)
Naturally, in the time of trlal their son fo]lowed thelr examp]e and
foresopk Egypt, not fearmg the wrath of the ng » (Heb 11: 27)
Th&conﬁdepce of faith speaks to tremblmg ‘hearts and says, “I
will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” So that we may boldly
say, “The Lord i is my helper and I will not fear what man shall do
unte me.” (Heb. 13:5, 6).

One of the most outstandmg and basic qualitiés of 'the falth
“that justifies is its element of obedlcnoe The gospel of Chnst thc
‘word of God is the source of faith. (Rot:. 10¢ 17); the gospel was
' Biven “for obcdlence fo the f'alth among all na‘noﬁs » (Rorn 1: 3‘
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1626).” ‘Condemnation comes to those who obey not the gospel
of triith. (Rofi. 2:8, 9; 2 Thess. 1:8, 9). Justifying faith is demons-
tratéd in that Abel offeréd, Enoch walked,  Noah ‘prepared,
Abrahatn obeyed and he wént out. “Abraham, when he was tried,
offered ‘up Isaac.” Israel passed through the Red Sea, the walls
of Terichio fell. “These all aré illustrations of obedient faith, dctions

 that wotild have had no redeeiiing quality Had they ‘ot afl ‘been
prompted” by  oBsdience. C“He that...worketh rightéoushess is
adéepted with him was Pefer’s matuner of expressing the fact “thiat
in ‘onb’s -Obedience’to the will of God he “‘worketh righteotisness”
aid is accepted or approved of God. Nowheré do wefind fruitful
and justifying faith to be secured only-in a mental concept of
belief. - Always there is the physical, mental and spiritnal activity
of active faith. One is to “work‘6ut” his salvation “for we are
his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which
God hath bsfore ordained that we ‘should walkin-them.” (Phil. 2:12;
Bph. 2:10). Such works are the works of obedient and justifying
faith. : R :

 The faith'that justifies is one that is able to See the invisiblel
“Through faith we understand” (that is, seeing Wwith the mind)
things that one could not know or understand in any other way.
“Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the
word of Gd, so that things which are “seen were not made of
things which do appear.” (Heb. 11:3). Not only do we see, or
finderstand, how that out of nothing all creation exists; that the
word of God is of such power that at His word all these’ things
came into existénce; but through faith we also understand the
nature and parsonality 'of Deity. 'Paul, by inspiration of the Holy
Spirit said regarding this, “For the invisible things of him from
the creation of the world are clearly seen, being undetstood by the
things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead.” (Rom.
1:20). The personality of Father, Son, and Spirit can be known
only by divine revelation. The created world lends understanding
to this great revelation of Deity. So, through the eye of faith Moses,
Jooking backward; understood the creation of the world and of man.
(Gen. 1:3; 2:7).  Looking forward he was also able to see “him

who is invisible.” (Hep, 11:27). It was through the eye of faith

Paul saw the crowns, Jaid up, crowns upseen, by. others, . crowns

i e

‘reserved for those who loved and look for His ‘reappearing. (2 Tim.
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48):  Abrabam.‘looked for, the city; which. hath foundation, whose
builder. and, maker is God.”«(Heb. 11:10). John lateg wasto describe
-the-city as *“‘the holy gity, New Jerusalem,” the home of tlme souls
of those justified by faith. AT o

The faith that justifies overcomes death. Abel, even after
physical death “‘yet speaketh” to later generations. (Gen. 4:10;
Heb. 11:4)." Enoch,.aﬂoxfilts faith, ﬁa; spared phggs;lcaﬂ death (Heb
11:5). Abraham, though he would kill his son Isaac, believed that
“God was. able_ to raise him up, even from the dead; from whence
afso ke tecéived him ina figure.” gI-Ie"b 11 ‘19)_ Rahab perxshed
nbt for “Joshua saved’ Rahdb the’ ‘harlot “alive;” by 'faifh ‘She

‘peristied not “with . them that;bél'ie'i'/ed» not.” (Josh. 6 125y Heb
11: 3’1) Hebrew women by fajth - recelved theu dead ralsed ‘to
h'fe agam thelr falth was ﬂlat they would obtaln a ’better resurrec-
tion’ t‘n’ét; a mere restoratton to physwal earthiy 'exlstence (He‘b
ﬂ :35). J(ﬁms yxctory of, faxth over the’ worlq mcludes a v1ctory
over death and the grave. ( I John S 4) ..

“And certamly, ]ust‘ifymg ‘falt‘h pa‘t‘xently endures all ‘the conﬂrcts
of Iif’e all’its burdens, pains and ‘hurts.” Our ‘faith -must endiire.
A‘braham -patieiitly sojourned awaiting’ his” 'heavenly' ‘inheritanie.
“Abid Wfhers had il of chdl “difkidgs *had Yeoiitbings, yea,
moreover of bonds and i 1mpr1sonment they were stoned. They were
sawn -astifider; Weré" tetitpted’” were " slaiti’ 'with “the” sword: they
Wandéréd-about it sheepskins and goatskms being estitute, afflict-
&d, ‘totmented (6f Whom the world was not worthy)’ they wandered
in Heserts, and mountaing afd ‘dens 2% caves of ' the eafth. And
theseli, haviig obtained a good teport throfigh faith, received noét
the promise: God having provided some better thing for ‘us, ‘that
they w1thout us should not be made perfect » (Heb 11 36-40).

i

AR Conelusmn

We !:pday -31e depply mdebted to God Wsho has SQ wonderﬁully
shown us)what it means to, be, justified by ; faith.: We are, to, be
grateful that He has ma,de His rgyelation of . truth. fo us and; that
He has providentially preserved.that tyuth unto- all generations,
yea, forever. We, too should.haye a. high - regard: for those who
have ,!;vedy before s and have:.demonstrated by their prec:ous
examples Just what faith rea]ly is and how it is to be recognized,..
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u'v Today wé should realize’ that Christ is the objéct: iof our faith.
‘His ‘wotd ‘is'the ‘souree -of -our” fhith;- He has’ provlded sdlvation
‘by obedience to the faith, and the’ heaven]y home is - the ultlmate
victory of faith. ook
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Saved .r‘ Lost? Becau'se Of Youl’

—\)

S,_Salt, or stumhﬁng block‘f thch one 1s 1t" Ideally, h
Qhrlstlan is the salt of the earth the llght of the world. l—I Ls o,ge
who has an mﬂuence for good to save, souls, to lead them from
darkness into the hght of Chrlst Unfortunately, some who grofess
to be Chrxstlan are not that salt light, mﬂuence for. ﬁood and
salyatlon Some are stumblmg blocks, obstacles’m‘ the §$ 9;‘
others Paul admomshed “that no man put a stumblmg ,hl’ock or
an occasion to fall in his brother’s way.” (Rom. 1 13) There were
those in the church of Pergamos who, like Baalam of old, were
s;tumbhpg blocks to the children of God. (Rev. 2:14), The Christian
is created. “unto.good. works, whlch »God hath. bet}ore orglalpgd;”
Certamly, Gog,.¢lid,:not, create him for,, the destruptwplwmk iof
causmg ,oth,er,s to be lostk or m‘a.kmgJ thel; salvatlon xpore difficnlt} -
g b Z9T0n
_ A,s salt or as a“stumbhng stone you, by now have caused
someone to become a Chnsuan—or become lpst The; power, of
mﬂuence cannot be mmlmxzed Good mﬂuence xadlates into fas
places and . eﬁ'ects many peog)leﬁ Bad mﬂuence _dogs the same;
No , liying..souls  is, without. mﬂuenee He- mﬁuepces[ spmeqne
somewhete e e el ‘ LR

iy

Many Chrxstxans refuse to face the reahty of theu‘ hves as the
effects it has on the lives;of others. Some women wonder why
their husbands do not become Christians. The answer, in too
thany ifistances, 5" that- the 'wife is a stufnbling §tohe befote her
‘husband. ~ Phis is also true of the husband toward'his wifé!' 'Many
thildren, #¢ they mature, see they hypoctisy of - their paretits, yes
parénts who proféss to be Chtistians; ‘and later turn away- frofn
Christianify to the perplextty and confusion of their parerits."- Why

50? Becéuse the parents were SIUmblmg stones rather thht salt and
llght R T
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., Many souls have been won to Christ b Chnstrans who. were
not gifted teachers, who mnever preached a sermon or taught a
c,lass? but who showed ‘the wax o, Chrrst to those who observed_
therr lrfe Edgar Guest put it thls way R e

i pd I:ath,er sée @'sermon than hear one any day, ,
’d réther one walk with me than nierely tell the way. e

,’ There is. more to Chtnstramty ‘than' merely tellmg the way
There s the ;showmg of the. way. : g

L AreYhere those in the:world today ‘who are not falthful to
Christ—because you aren’t? Are-you-a stumbhng‘“b]ock to s'ome-
ofi¢ who ‘would follow Christ—butfor you? ' E !

IO
Today-—someone is'saved because of you, of someone rs Tost

because of ; you. What wrll 1t be tomorrow?

Dlvme lnterventlon
» L ;13.‘:: KT W.Rayx Dnncan " g SRR ."-"

EVERYTHING that God ma,de in the begmmng was perfect
rnclyd,mg ‘man, ‘but 1t was not Iong t,lll man was.seduced and ended
in sin. . In the ﬁrst srx chapters of Genesrs almost two mlllenmums
are paseed and man becomes 50, smful that God sa1d e § w,-rll
?estroy man whpm I have crea,ted fr m the face .of the earth »
Gen. 6:7). When man has aItogether ailed God comes m soverelgn
grace and manifests his saving power, Man’s extremity has ever
been.God’s opportunity. Map ,deserved to die, but in God’s
‘mercy, man didn’t have.to die! Unless there was an immediate and
great: change,m man the verdict was,“The.end of all flesh is before
me,” (Gen. 6:13). Was what.a poore 'end this was! “Evil, only evil,
contmually . The. “dgughters of men” (the. camallynmmded) :had
corrupted “the sons of God”.(the sprntually ~minded), and to. this,
day, :the carnal mmd is epmity against God; for it is not subject
to.the J@W of God, jgexther, indeed can be.” (Rom. 8 7) The carnal
mind does the will of the flesh, and this is the precise reason that
the: Master said, “Ye must be born again.” (John 3:3). There must
besa change from idoing the:things of the ﬂesh,l ﬂnd a turnmgr tq
obeying the will of God (See Heb. 5:8). .- Vovnilg i
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THE PLAN that Géd” proposed was glven, “God sald to
Noah'!..make thee an ark of goplier wood...” (Gen. 6:13, 14) Noal‘l
anid his fatiifly could never hisive éscaped t’he ﬂood had not Gdd Been'
pleased to reveal this way of deliverarice. 'Revelation plus itispira-
tion equals the infallible way of - deliverance: ‘Paul- argiied -{hat no
man can know the mind of God without this;revelation, (See:} Cor.
2:12,13). This is why faithful gospel preachers insist that unless
“jt'is wtitterl in God’s word,; reject it * Jude said that the will of
God has “‘once for all” been deliveredtd the saintst There aré no
fresh. revelations today-—we are all dependent. on; the wiifiten, ‘word
of God.  God’s.plan for our deliverance from sin. is. just-gs- clearly:
given as it was to the people of Noah’s-day; Thete was.no reason
for anyone to be drown in the flood just as there is no reason for
anyone to ‘be destroyed by the fires of hefl, But it was repent or
drown, and now it is “turn or burn.” (Luke’ 13:3,5).

THE WARNING was plaln, “Behold I, even I, will bring a
flood.” (Gen. 6:17).. How gracieus is our God in'4 giving us a Rede-
emer and providing a refuge in Christ. Beginning with the message
of John on down to the last writer of the New Testament He has
warned us of “the wrath to come” (Luke 3:7; II Pet, 3:9, 10; Rev.
6:13-17). ‘New Testaierit feaders canhiot be" 1gﬁ0raﬁt’ ‘but that
Yebtis will conde; * I flaming fire tAkilig vénigeatice on thet that
know not God, “and that obey dot the gospe! of our Lord" Jesus
Chirist: who-shaft e pumsﬁeti with éVéﬂ’asfmg aes‘fructloﬂ from
the presenick ol’ the l‘_oi‘d a,nd fi‘om t‘he glory of Iﬁs deer o (II
Thess189) SR

* NOAH and all the obedx’edt weYe inwted “Come thou', and aﬂ
thy house, intto the ark” (Gen. 7: 1y ‘He who' fadé the ’ “provisions’
sends fortl the invitation. The ¢all of Jesus fo d lost world s,
“G@ y& thetéfore into the highways, and és'm“dny as ye's shdll ﬁmﬂ'
Bid'to the matriage.” (Matt. 22:9). InNoah' day-dll “whirefised
o' hear the call were' drowned. Bt our- d‘ay the §cr'iptures say,
“Howshall we eseape’ if ' W& 'negléct o great  salvation? - (Heb:
23), Itis God’s gracious ﬁurpose to/'sive Wm*an& ye?uf ' HouséHold
juist as Re sdved the Fhihppran jailor aad: Big hotisehold, but ke
them, you must hédt (ke gospel ‘with- hote than a passive “faith.”
Yout'f4ith mist exereise’ youn to dBedten'ce ju%t like it cﬂd tHé
Philippian jailor. (Acts 16:33;°34), : 3
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o Isnft it wotiderful that:when we'elitet at God’s “invitation
that there is divine securify. ““The Lord shut himid.” (Gen; T:16):
Witeir God slstifs theihin tere issafety.: Jesus saidy ““My - Fathér,
which gave them to: mi¢j i¢ gyéater than: dll andino man is able 6
pluck them out of my hand.” (Jn. 10:29). Now, he did not say
that “no’ tian can getout’ of my hand;” but that you 4nd the
.. Lord are a majority-and:. withoutiyour ¢onsent “ao'‘man™ ead
pluck-you out!:To beshit: in by"God i torbe -shut out* fromt “the
world, and this is the life that Christidns live!- A
When sin has made havoc of your life, when you feel that all

is. hopeless and there is np way /out—why not try the: life that
Chrfstians live? No case is'too hard for God; ‘in’fact no case is
even difficult for him. Give him your heart, obey his commands,

receive his blessings! 't

ueees T aelen vy un veiome ¢oady oL e ey
’,r:]» ( VA : . P T Yo ey o . L ST

SR TSR eil":f.épvi@'powé"'»:'f Clnlt o ene tal
< R TR AT e N ‘i el

X 5, oy
= s h ]

Jz..Ftom reading-many ddvettisemiéiits; one would think (dnd
tightly so) that many religious groups bave: gone into'the erterizine
ment field to draW efowds. Bvery tactic imaginable i¢ implemeniéd
from magicians, puppets, to sport celebraties; all in an effort to
ereate iterest.and-getithe folks.out, .- == -~ - E

sanCete T jelen an o LR ntn L SR P
-+ . Belovedy we must keep:in mind, that-the: enly atithorized draw-
ing agent-is thes pure; unadulterdted gospel. :of Christ! “No Midn
cap” gome to mgy -exeéPt the Father Whith hath sent me draw himi
and; I -will raise him wp at the last days It is-writtentin the prophets
and they.shall-be alk taught. of Goghi ‘Every man therefore that hath
heards and hath learnred of - the; Father - cofneth: uato: ‘e, (Ino:
6:44:45), Fete : T g A T ey Bl gl

3o

ceannenr s donl v e gannnsa LUy silat b oidn it L sa o
Again we are told what God’s drawing agent is in Romans
1:16~17,. . “Fox. I .am not ashamed of tire: gospel of Clerist: for it is
the:power:of God umto dalvation foeviety ongsithat: believeth; :to

the Jew first and also ta the: Gresk: ' Fos:therein is the righteousness
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of God: revealed from faith to faithy.-as it is..written. . The!Just
shall live : by faith.” Wiiting "to” the ‘Thessalonians, Paulsaid,
“Whereunto he ' called you by our gospel tothei: obta‘ming’ ;of the!
glory of our Lord Jesus Chrlst.” (2 Thess. 2: 14) gy b
. i - '.'i""'}' e T

Nexther God nor HlS people are in the emtertamment. busmess.t
If-one has to resort to such tacticsto draw. folks .then one: thing
is-certain they aren’t using God’s only authonzed drawmg agent—

the glorious gospel of Christ!,, . 1™ ino ian, . v o L7

"I Won't Argue About The Blble“

i

GradyM Mlller E it R

Perhaps you have heard the popular expression, “I just won’t
argue about the Bible.” It may even be that this is your feeling
on the matter. It.is certainly understandable—at least'to a degree,
After all, we have all seen abuses of what should be open
discussions about God’s word. Toa: often, a candid discussion
about the Bible among friends turns into a hateful, name-calling
brawl,; something completely foreign to the: spirit: of. Christ.
Naturally, this. offends many sincere people and. turns them. agafnst
any discussion of honest d;sagreement abOut thﬁ Blble

However, there are several xmherent daugers in thxs attltude
which we must face. There are some, for example, who will not
discuss the Bible because they believe that it really doesn’t matter
what you belicve about :it, so.long as you believe’something—an
idea found nowhere.in all of Scripture;’ Then again, some refiise
to engage in a Biblically oriented discussion: because they feel that
it is unimportant, that their time ‘could bé'spéiit miore proﬁi&iblyr
or that it will, do no- good since,: after -all;"“‘you can prove any-
thing by the Bible.” And, no doubt, there are many who ‘refusé
to discuss the Blble and thelr faith because of a lack of courage
el [EVTTFNOEEE B §V I KAER N

Ne,verthei“ss, we must take to heart: Juie s’ exhortatnon 'ito
the saints of his: day: . “Beloved, -wheni-I ‘gave diligénce-to-writé
unto you of the:common salvation; it was needful for me::to-write
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-unto-.you, and : exhort you ‘that yé -should : earnestly : contend - for
the faith which was once (for all—ASV) delivered unto the saiits:"
(Jude 3).. ‘There, can be no: shirking' from duty on this point: we
simply must;, contend for-and. defend the faith—the gospel of Jesus
Christ.; To remain silent: when truth s attacked is contrary 1o the
express command of Scripture!. Moreover;; we ane also-gneouraged
to have a ready answer should someone ask us what we believe
and teach. (1 Peter 3:15). There is a time and a place for us to
discuss and, yes, eyen dlspute with others concernmg the meaning
of God’s revéﬁatlon ‘unto man. -

Ve m : s
S T TS ST

To rejeet) this duty would be an indictment against many
farthful warnors of years gone by. For instance, consider Elijah
arr;l hls co frontatlon wrth the prophets of Baal on Mt Carmel,
recorded in 1 ngs 18.° Stephen alluded. to the contmua] drspu—
tatlons between ‘the Hebrew prophets and the Jewish fathers in
Acts 7, where m verses 51-52 he. declared, “Ye strffnecked and
uncircumeised in heart ard ears, ye do always resist the Hoiy
Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye. Which of the prophets ‘have
not your fathers persecuted?: And -they have slain them which
shewed before of the coming of the Just One...” We need to learn
from the,example of Elijah _and sq,many , others who would not
sit idly by and let'th,e stronghold of tzuth be-forn . down. et
83 Coadiare 2 Uahg il Sy oaae i s Aao ey

¢ Intfatt;: what about 'Iesus Chl‘lst himself?: Chszt was‘ of
com;se,, the:: greatest. controversalist of any age! Jesus divided
families;iond, member .against -another;.. Jesus locked horns.with
thie scribes:and Bharisees on-any.number of .occasions as. He sought
t6tlead therpeople-closer to God.; -And:.-what.of Paul, His ¢hosen
apostle?. :In-Acts 17:2,:3..we find him -in Thessalonica reasoning
with the Jews from Scripture, ‘“‘opening and alleging” that Jesus
1s Lord The Apostle Paul argued about the Blble' !

[P IRIAT: <)....,‘ PR ¥R ST i ?

- Surdly, wértoo mu‘st see -the need’ of dlscussmg God’s “word
wWith:others. {On oecasion; there will arise the need to contend:for
*thetruth of ‘the gospel (cf Galatians<2:5). Nevertheless, lét:us
recogmze that theré'is a rlght way dnd4-wrong way to discuds thé
Bible. 7' When We get: ugly and bitter; when' the best attack against
B person's behef seems to béa’ pei-sonal aftack agamst tis family,
téputation, race or “whatever; when' we' become master of deceit,
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us were/the Pharisees; thenowe have abused: out: right:and tespon-
sibility to reason with any m@n, However,: when it evident to
all that we areiseckinig o uphpld trith “in the - spirit'6f love (Bph.
42‘?59, wh‘en we a're “’w‘xse as: dexipéﬁtsu buf%bh*ﬂe' as deves,”’ then
mﬂy pwper Way 't'o arnesﬂy eonteud for Jt‘he 'fafrff LT

Tire . L Joadn T

LA [t B ot . . - R i ' ‘ vitE g T

' God DrawsCaﬂsAnd
Saves By The Gospe__l

God’s purpose for thé gospel 1§ greatly d'isregarded by $0
many people Denommatxonahsts wl?de g,wmg‘lrpf‘ servwe to’ fhe
greatness of the word of God‘ ,genera deny God’s purﬁose 7f“f)r
the gospel. Most, of theth, 1ﬁxot all, "¢laim’ alvatlon throug‘h
some dlrect mamfestat’xon of God’s po ," ‘ grace, love, ‘or
whatever ; ’

Hi-__. :

St Braws By‘H‘rs Word o
it LS [V I 34 PR ;jf,!U J

' Yebus'sait; “No” mait edh Iebméimmi %eﬁt i Faﬂiéf
whxch hath'sént me draw hin®’ and: T:will Faisé ’hitn up at the- Jast
day.” (John 6:44). This passage definitely teaches that those who
‘cometo Christ are drawn to Him Ay Godio 'Somei #each: that this
drawing is thysterious, - béttér felt sthan explained. Others declare
the drawing to be miraculous’ inits ‘natuge. . Many" deceived  amd
mistanght souls have 16ng- ‘waited, prayed-fetsetitly; sand finally
idespaired 'when' 1o’ . mirdculous’-or: anysterious; power ofithe
Almighty drew them ffrom ftherr kast st'ate to ﬂae iimmg srde iof the
Saviour, il S Tamaul i U

‘ g ) DS TR et :

One needs not be confused about God’s power to draw the
sinmer to,Christ if they. would gonsider the verse, following (¥. 45).
There Jesussaid ‘It is writtenjin the:prophets,.. And thes shallbe
all taught of God. Every man,; tvhel;eﬁore that -hath hreard, and hath
dearned of the Father, cometh unto.me.”. Plamly, those; who come
to Ghrist ate those who have begn ta.ught, these - who have heard
and learned. “That which. ;hey heard, were taught and Jearned
was that whwhbrought them toﬂC.hrnst., Therefore }he teachu)gs
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of G6d; the gospel of God“(Rém. 1:1), is-God’s drawmg “power to
bring men unto Christ. No mysterious or miraculous- power is
needed. The gospel is able to do that which God intended it
to do.

Called By The Gospel

Paul declares to the Thessalonians that God “called you by
our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Chris.t”
(2 Thess. 2:14). The call to salvation is not ‘‘a weesmall voice,”
neither is it the voice of -Gdd shouting from the thunder of
heaven, nor is it the voice of the inner conscience of man. Jesus
said, ‘“‘come unto me.:¥ He calls.. Men :learn how to come to
Him by hearing the word of God and submitting thereto. - It is
plainly stated that one is called by the gospel. This is no my-
sterious calling. None need await that ealling for the call-rings
forth now for all to come to Christ ‘and -be- saved. :As one hears
the gospel, believes and obeys it, one heeds God’s ¢alling and
obtains the glory of salvation with:Christ.

" SaVed By the Gospel

“For I'am pot ashamed ‘of the gospel of Chx‘lst“ fo*r itis the
power of God unto salvation to -every ‘ome that believeth...”
(Rom ‘1:16). “Here the gospel ‘is the ‘power;'not: a power among
mafy poWers, but the excliisive power of God unto salvation.
The basis of salvation is the grace of God and the blood of Christ.
‘This salvation is communicated to.man only in the gospel. .. God’s
-plan of salvation, briefly ‘comprehended -is this: man is to believe
that Christ is the -Son of God (John 8:24), he is to repent or
perish (Luke 13:5), he is to confess Him as the Son of God
{Rom. 10:9,10; Matt. 10:32,:33; “Acts 8:37) and then to be bap-
tized into Christ “ for the remission’: of sins- (Rom.. 6:3, 4; Acts
2:38). That plan for man is made known onlyin the gospel.
“Theére is no ‘other plan no other revelatxon other than bhat revealed
'm the gospel - - :

, God’ di'éws men unto - Christ throug‘h JHts tru’ch HB calls
,smners unto’ salvahon by the gospel His* povﬁet of isalvation is
“the gpspel The JHumble add ‘pidus ‘accept with-c geatitude ‘the
gospel of the grace 6f God .. whith 1§ aﬁle toVbuild you up, and
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to give you an-jnheritance among all them which ‘are sanctified.”™
(Acts 2Q:27, 32). ’

How To Overcome Satan
(No. 2)

_ John Stacy

In last month’s article we offered six suggestions that will help
us overcome Satan.

Would like to add to these few more points that will help us
defeat the archenemy of ‘our souls.

New Birth

Certainly, the spiritual. rebirth of a person can give him
victory over Satan. Consider Jesus’ discussion of the new birth
in John 3:1:5, “There was a man of the Pharisces, named Nicode-
inus, a rulet of the Jows: The same came to Jesus by night, and
said unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art teacher come frem
God: for no man can ‘do- these miracles that thou doest, except
God be with him. Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily,
1 say unto ‘thee, Except a man be bora again, he canmot see the
Kingdom ‘of God. Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a manbe
born when he is 01d?‘Can he enter the second timeinto his mather’s
wgorb, and be born? Jesus -amswered, Verily, wverily I say unto
theé, ‘Except a man: be born of'waterand «of the Spirit, he cannot
@nter into the kingdom:of God.” “Peter said unto them, Repent,
and be 'baptized ewery -one-of you in the name. of Jesps-Christ.for
‘thie Temission. of 'sins, and ye shall zeceive the gift of the Holy
Ghost.” Note also the same terms in Titus 3:5, “Not by wiéglgs
of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy
i ssaved as, thy ifhe washing of regeneration, and repewing of the
Holy Gliost.” Jobn. later declared, “We know that whosoever
ds botn-of Giod sinncth met; but he that is begotten of God keepeth
Mimself, and that-wicked one topcheth. him-not.” (I Joha 5:18).
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- Blood of Christ

. The blood of Christ is one of the major defenses against the
god of this ‘world. We’ve inferred this in the previous points.
But look at Revelation 12:11, *And they overcame him by the
bloed of the Laimb, and by the word:of their testimony; and théy
loved not their lives upon the death.” The blood of the Eamb
not only. helps us to overcome when we first obey the gospel, it
helps us to* ‘kéep on overcommg I John ‘117 ‘says to Christians,
“But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have
felfowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his
Sen cleanseth us from all sin.”” The verb, “cleanseth’'is a present
tense verb and means that it kesps on. q]eansmg on a daily, habitual
basis!, ‘ .

Pnayer .

Praycr is another major weapon in the Christian’s, arsenal.
Tesus prayed for Peter. He said, ““. Slmon, Slmop, behp!d ‘Satan
hath desired to have you, that he - may sift you as wheat: But I have
prayed for thee, that thy faith fail ‘not:’ and when thou art
converted, strengthen thy brethren.” (Luke 22:31, 32)..

In the so called “Lord’s Prayer” Jesus taught his di'sic'iples,
*...but deliver us from the evit one.” (Matt. 6:13). (See also Luke
22:40; Acts 2:42; Luke 18:1; I Thess. 5:17),

' Fedr of Hell”

Surely, our fear of hell should serve as a deterent to-
succumbing to the Devil. Please notice the following concerning
hell: (Matt. 5:22, 29; 10:28; 23:15, 33; Mark. 9:43, 47-48). Hell
is a place of no rest (Rev. 14:11),  Hell is eternal (Matt. 25:46),
It s a place of no hope (Prov. 11:7).. Hell.is darkness (2 Pet. 2:4;
Jude 6, 13). Fire, smoke, and brimstone characterize hell!
(Revelation 20:15; 14:11; 21:8; 20: 10) ~Pain, unbearable pain will
plague the damned forever and ever (Mark 9:47-48). All the
scum, the garbage, the trash of humanity:. will . inhabit hell along
with the chief of  sipners, _Satan' No,: right thlnkmg person wants
to go to hell! S _ . . ‘
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Heéaven’s' Rewards

;Finally, heaven with-allf of its rewards should. motivate
_Christians to fight to win against the Devil. In heaven we’ll receive
the crown of life; white robes, an. inheritance, mansions, and -the
right to eat of the tree of: hfe w(Revelatlon 2:7, 10; 3:5; Rom. 8 17
John 14:13). v 0 oed v o RIER e b

" In heaven we'll be reumted w1th loved ones, and . fnends that
have gone before us'(Lyke 169, 19-31; Matt ;8 11; 17:31). |,
heaven we’ll be free from sin, hunger, mght pam, tears,, and death
(Revelatlon 21- 22) o , e g

“ In heaven we’ll be Wi‘th'God, ‘the angels, and redeeméd’ of all
ages. (Rev. 7:1-17). Surely, every sane, sensible, rational, intelligent,
God fearing, Christ loving person‘wants to go to heaven!

If we are overcome of Satan and stand thh the goats on the
Teft hand we’il not be abie fo blame God, for not providing all we
would ever need to stand thonous at the end of tlme

‘Let us say thh Martm Lutherz ,

“And though' this ‘world, with Devils filled
~ Should threaten toundo us, .

We will not fear, for God hath w»iled,

His truth to tnumph through us,

YN

The prince of darkness Grim, we tremble not for him,

His rage we can endure, for lo his doom is sure.”

[PRRAS!

Church Does Not Save....
Or Does It?.

v e ThomasF Eaves

Before we can accept't‘he stétem‘ent, ot ansWer the questlon
which gives fitle’ to ‘this article, we" must answer hones’tly from,
God’s word the question “what is the church?”
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‘The:apostle: Paul wrote thirteen ornfourteen books: of the New
“Testamént. - Several of these he addressed to churches, .“the church
of God which is at Corinth’’ (I*Cor.} 1:2),.-*“churches of Galatia™
(Gat. 1:2), “churchiof the Thessalonians in. God,” (I Thess. 1:1).
From this use of the word church we understand that Paul was
‘writing, to groups of people.. -Not to just. ordinary people ,however,
but to people who had entered a new relatlonshlp with God and
.His Son Jesus Christ.. The _church., ; at Cor,mth is. referred to as
“them that are sanctlﬁed in Christ Jesus, called to be saints,” (I
Cor. 1:2), the church at Thessalonica as those “in God the Father
“dnd the i.ord Jesus Christ.” ‘In ‘Atfs 2:47 we learn that the church
is made up of those"vvho are saved. It “is true, ‘the church does

not §ave—IT IS THE SAVED It consrsts of God’s people -

° ? Although salvation is attributeéd to seve‘r-al sources in'the New
“Testament; it 'is' néver attributed to the 'cliurch of ‘Jesus~Chri'st~.- o
L C Nt
According to the scrlptures we are saved by. !
‘., . : I o
THE. GRACE QF GOD. . “For by grace have ye been saved
through faxth ‘and’ that not of yourseres, lt is thc glft of God i
(Eph 28) R :
JESUS CHRI§T “And’she shall bi‘mg forth a son;" and thou
shalt cali 'hxs name Ieéur for it '1s he that shall save his people from
their s‘ihs P (Matt 121) X et
I RTINS SRS
THE LIFE OF CHRIST: ‘*Fof 'ii‘ whrle we were enenies,
'we were réconciled to: God through the death of his Son, much
mote, bémg reconcxled shall we: be saved by hrs llfe » (Rom '5: 10)
THE BLOOD OF CHRIST: - “Much more then, bemg ‘now
Justtﬁed ‘by his blood, we be saved from the wrath: of God through
hlm” (Rom 59) N . T
IR I R . v
THE GBSPEL “Now I'make known unto you, brethren,
the gospel” whlch I preached unto ‘you which -also ye received,
‘whetein also yé stand by whlc"ﬁ alst ye' ‘are ‘saved, if ‘'ye hold: fast
the’ ‘word” which I preadhed’-untd''you, except ye believe in vain.
For I delivered unto you first of all that ‘Whith also 1 received:
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That Christ died for our sins aceording to-the scriptures;-and that
he was buried; and :that “he hath :been: raxsed on. the : t,husd day
according to the seriptures.’? (E Cor; 15:1-4).-

- FAITH: “Being therefore: justified by faith, we ha\le peace

‘with God ‘through' our Lotd Jeésus: Chrfmtf!” (Rom: 5:1). °.... mc?
WORKS: ““Yé see that by wotks a man is Justiﬁésd anﬂ ‘not
only by faith.” (Yamies 3o, v 105 €

CALLING ON HIM “For whosoever shall cafl” upon the
name of the Lord shall lge saved > (Rom 10‘13) ‘
. BAPTISM, . “Wluch also after a true hkeuess doth ‘How save
you, even baptlsm not the puttmg away of the fith of the flesh, but
the interrogation of a good conscience. towa,;rd God,, through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ.” (I Pet. 3:21).

SAVING OURSELVES: ‘““And with many: other .words he
testlﬁed, -and exhorted them,. saying; sgve - ypursques &om this
crooked generation.” (Acts 2:40).

HOPE: “For-in'hope wereawe.saved: but hope that is.scen is
not hope: for who hopeth for that which he seeth?” (Rom. 8:24).

If The Church Does Not Savé’ 1t Ts, Import‘ant"

lf the church of our Lord is not 1mportant the greatest prxcr.
known to mankind was paid for an unimportant institution. . The
church was purchased with the blood of Jesus Christ.. (Aets;20:28).
When men gnd women . today, ,through,, thelr pbedwnm; to the
Gospel, become united with Christ’s death, aﬂd thﬁ.b,{ od,,He shed
in His death (John 19:34; Rom. 6:1-6), they are added by God to
the blood bought institution. (Agts 2:47).. - 1

The church is the spiritual bedy of Jesus: ChnsL “And hc pat
.all things in subjection under his feet;.and gave him to be head
over all things to the church, which is his body, the fulness of him
that, filleth all in all.”- (Eph. 1:22-23). ‘“‘And: he isithe head of the
body, :the church; wha- is the beginning, the firsthern from the
dead; that in all things he might have the preeminence.”. (€ol. 1:48).
Christ has promised to save the body, “For the husband is the
‘head: of the: wife, as; Christ also is the head of the church; being
_bimself, the saviour,of the body.”, (Eph..5:23).. Man.can net enter
‘the physical .body of Christ. (R,om. 6:3; Gal: 3 27), but he can. enter
the spirifual body -of Christ, the, chpreh,jupon, his bemg, cl,cans,ed. by
the:blood :of the Savieur. A - C
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T Authonty In The Church.

As our physxcal bodxes follow the dlctates \of our heads, the
splrltual body of Christ (thefehurch) follows the will of Christ (the
head) and is subject to Him in all things. (Eph 5: 23) No man or
group of men posses the authority to make rules or laws to govern
the church of our Savnour . “And Jesus came to them and spake
unto’ them, sayl g, All autho t h been 'ngan unto me in
heaven and on earth.” (Matt. 38 18) “Every scrlpture msplred
of ‘God is also proﬁtable for teaching, for reproof, for correctlon,
fot 1nstruction Whlch 1s in rlghteousness that the man of God‘
2 T1m 3:16-17). “Seemg that his ‘divine ’poWeﬁwath ‘granted unto
us all things that pertain ‘unto’life ‘and " godliness, through the
knowledge of -him that called - us by his own .glory and virtue.”
(2 Pet.-1:3). . Thjs truth is also emphas1zed in the fact that Jesus
Christ is aqkmg in His; Kingdom. , Paul writing_to the church at
Cplessae spake of them being in the kingdom: “‘who delivered .us
out of the power of f darkness, and. t;anslated usinto the kingdom
of the Son of his love” (Col: 1: 13). ,..The apostle John . also. spoke
of the seven churches of Asia as. being a part of the kmgdom,

.-and made us to be a kingdom, to be prxest unto . God, and
F ather to him be the glory and the dominion for ever and evyer.”
(Rey. 1:6). The, churoh is made.up.of the. saved,,God’s people, saints.
The: ‘government of these _people is a monarchy—a kingdom. As
King, Christ has absolute authority in His Kingdom, the church.

C o . 1 Missien Of The Church ..

i The mission. of the. Lord’s .church-is to ‘bring a knowledge
of Jesus Christ as Saviour ‘to..a world: in, sin (Matt. 28:19;
Mark - 16:15-16; Luke 24:47). It. is -increasingly evident that
many are: becoming concerned over the ‘“‘new image” which
some would impose on Chriét’s spiritual body. God’s people,
the church, stands for truth— the principles of Jesus .Christ—but
when men would make it a marching, demonstrating, boycot-
ting, or political pressuring machine;- it then becomes an
instrument of men to accomplish their goals in society. The
Scriptures (God’s will for His people) teach that the church of
Jesus:~Christ :is to preach the:gospel to every creature thus
transforming, through obedience to.the Good . News, -the - lives of
all. The concept  of ' changing ' man’s - “environment (physical
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surroundings) to change the'man is. fallacious. Change the man
through the gospel to a humble dedicated, obedient, member of the
splrltual body of 'Chiist ‘ahd his" very purpose in hfe changes—he
becomes a new creature (I Cor. 5:17).-

Many problems nr the labour field could be qulckly remedled
d‘ ‘the principles of 3esus Chrlst were mculcate,d by the emp}oyer
and empioyee alike. Sign ¢ car rying, demonstratmg groups wi P
httle to foster hetter understandmg and brother]y love.

o As chlldren of God the church will worship Him in Spmt and
1n truth (John 4:24), and they will also ,mmlster unto the physwal
needs of God’s. creatures, practtcmg the compassion taught by. thﬁ
Masgter Teacher. (Luke lp 25 37). P -

1 t . L

N . . Membership In The. Church . ey

Membershxp in the church is open to alf regardles§ of colour of
complexion, station’ in life; or sin§’committed: »(Mark 16:15; Acts
2:39). In Acts 2 the Jews who were guilty of the'blood of God’s
Son were accepted into the ‘chiirch, ' Chnst’s ‘spiritial Eody “Noté
the progression:of events in the'second 'éhapter of Acts, 1 e

Peter preached Jesus Christ;'2:22-36. "~ i

“The Jews responded, 2‘37 R

" Peter answered their response, 2:38. ' -

' ' God added the obedient unto the church; 2:41,47.

*No one voted on them, for no man has the power to--decide
whether or not another can Obtain forgweness through the blood
of Jesus Christ and become a mémber of Christ’s church:’

Those on the day of Pentécost entered Christ’s church or
kingdom by obeying the gospel of Jesus Christ and. being boin of
thé water and of the Spirit. .(John 3:5). - Today, you have the same
opportunity to become a member of the body of our Lord and:to
glorify Him by wearing the name Christian. Jesus invites; ““Come
unto me,-all ye that labour.and are-heavy ]aden, and 1 will give:you
rest.” (Matt 11:28), ‘ Coeles e A

 Faith Only‘?
. Cliﬂ'o;d Dlxon

.The most popular doctrine in Protestantlsm today is that man
is saved by faith only. The Methodist Discipline states: - “We.-are
accounted righteops before God, only for the merit~ of our. Lord
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and Saviour Jesus Christ, by faith, and not for .our ‘own - works :of
deservings; wherefore; that we are justified by faith only, is a ‘most
wholesome: doctrine, and::very full of comfort.”  ‘(Articles of
Religion, Article IX). The Baptist Way  Book states, of justifica-
tion, “that it is bestowed, :not in-consilleratiori of any works of
righteousness ‘which we have dotie, but solely through faith' in' the
redeemer’s blood; (Rom. 4:4, 5)."> (Declaration of Faith, Article
V). This by no means exhausts the ‘riumber who :believe this
doctrime because most other Protestant bodies hold™ to! the' sanie
view but'thése statements are representative of  all.'who believe in
justification ‘by faith only. ' We shall notice this from the stand-
point of their proof texts witheanswers Athereto.

5 Why do these people hold to such a doctrme of salvatlon by‘
, fan;h only? Because of the statements made in John 3; 14 15, 16;

John 3:36;75:24; Ephes1ans 2:8, 9; Tltus 3:5;'Acts 16:31; Romans 3:1
and other passages that show salvation by faltl; However, not one
of these passages teach salva{mn by falth ]y "For mstance,
“For God so loved the wofld that he gave h1s on]y ‘begotten Son,
thdt whosoever bélieveth' in “him “shoild ‘ not perish, but have
everlastmg life.” (Jokin 3: 16) Thls téaches thiat the one believing
in him should not perish-—not that he was. saved by faith only and
would not perish. John 5:24 emphatlcally states, “He that heareth
my word, and Beheveth dn him that sent me, hath everlasting life
and shall not come into condemnation: but is passed from death
unto life.” This would have to read, ““‘He that héareth my word,

and believeth ONLY him that sent ‘me, hath everlasting life...” to’
teach the doctrine of faith only. Justification is by faith but what
kind of ﬂuth ]ustiﬁes? ‘James answers this; “Ye see then how that
by works a man is Justxﬁed and not by faith only.” (James 2: 24).

The kmd of faith that saVes is a faith that ‘Wworks in obedience to
the Lord’s commands. The proponents of salvation by faith only
say that if a man had to do any thing to be saved then he wduld
be working out his salvation and Paul said;’ “not of works lest any
man should boast.’”? (Eph. 2:8,9). Now there are two kinds of
works. ' There are works 6f human merit ‘which - will not. save.
“For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and going about
to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted  themselves
unto-the righteousness of God.”~ (Rom.- 10:3). Paul was praying
that these people might be saved—they:were'lost because they ‘were
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trying to save themselves by righteousness of their own merit.
However, we . must work the. works of God to be saved. ' Even
faith is such a work. ““Then said they unto. him, what shall .we
do, that we might work the works of God? Jesus answered and
said unto them, This is the work of God, . that ye believe on him
whom' he hath sent.” (John 6:28, 29).. The house of Cornelius was
told that God is no respector of persons. ‘‘But in every nation he
that feareth, him, and worketh rightecusness, is accepted with him.”
(Acts 10:34, 35). Working the works of God, or: working righteous-
pess saves. Works of man’s own merit will not save. It..is. works
of man’s own. merit that was spoken of in Ephesians 2:8,:9.

Proponents of the doctrine of faith only feel that they have a
case of salvation by faith only in the thief on the cross to whom
Christ said, “Today shalt thou be with me in paradlse (Lk.23: 43).
The will of Christ had not been ratified when He told the thief thls..
He hadn’t even commanded baptism. The thief wasn’t
apy. more comma.nded to be baptlzed with Great Commission
baptism than was ‘Abraham. “While on earth Christ had power to
forgive sins on any terms he chose :(Matt. 9:1- 6)., However, when
He dled and His will came into effect the only conditions of
salvation are upon hearing, believing, and. obeylng the gospel
(Mark 16:15, 16; Acts 2:38), .

Proponents of the doctrine of faith only use the Phlhpplan Jailer
as a case of salvatxon by faith only, He asked the direct question,
“Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” and was told, “Believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.” (Acts
16:30, 31). They feel that then, and there the case closed. However,
all you have to do is keep reading and you will find that he had.to
hear the word, he showed fruits of repentance by washing their
stripes, and was baptlzed Then the sacred record says he brought
them into his house, set meat before them, and rejoiced, believing
in God with all his house (Verses 32-34)... This man is-not.an
example of faith only but of faith working by love in obedience to
the Lord’s commands. '

We have looked but have not found any cases of 3ust1ﬁcatton
by faith onmly or faith alone in the.New Testament. We have not
found any passage that says or teaches salvation by faith only or
faith alone. Though this is a popular doctrine among men it 1s
not a New Testament doctrine.
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Radio Sri Lanka Broadcasts

ENGLISH—The Voice of Truth—Speakers : Reggie
Gnanasundaram J.C. Choate, John Stacy.
All correspondence should be sent to The Voice of
Truth, Post Box 3815, New Delhi 110049,

Mondays—9 : 00 to 9 : 15 P.M.
Wednesdays—9 : 30 to 9 : 45 A.M.

HINDI—Satya Susamachar—Speaker : Sunny David.
All correspondence should be sent to Satya-
Susamachar, Post Box 3815, New Delhi 110049,

Tuesdays—9 : 00 to 9 ; 15 P.M.
Thursdays—9: 00 to 9 : 15 P.M.
Fridays—9: 00 to 9: 15 P.M.
Sundays—1:30 to 1 : 45 P.M.

TELUGU—The Voice of Truth--Speaker : Joshua Gootam,
All correspondence should b: sent to The Voice of
Truth, Post Box 80, Kakinada 533001,

Sundays—2:30to 2:45 P.M.
Tuesdays—2 :30to 2 : 45 P.M.
Thursdays—2 :'30 to 2 : 45 P.M.
Fridays—2 : 30 to 2: 45 P.M.
Saturdays—2 : 30 to 2 : 45 P.M.
TAMIL—The Way of Truth—Speaker : P.R. Swamy,

All correspondence should be sent to The Way of
Truth, Post Box 3301, Bangalore 560033

Tuesdays—5: 30 to 5: 45 P.M.

Thursdays—6 : 45 to 7 ;: 00 P.M.

Fridays—6:45t0 7:00 P.M.
MALAYALAM—The Voice of Truth—Speaker :

John Chandy.

All correspondence should be sent to Church of Christ,

Thevally, Quilon—9 (Kerala),

Tuesdays—3 : 45 to 4 : 00 P.M.

Fridays—3 : 45 to 4 : Q0P.M.

ALL ARE ENCOURAGED TO LISTEN

Bible Correspondence Courses and Christian Literature
arc available in these different languages from the
addresses listed. Also the radio sermons are available in
book form.
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