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The Church Aﬁd I‘olltlcs

Some ;reli'gio'ns noﬂ only mvolfve vthcmselves in.: Splrltual
matters, but: they-also-take:part in; politics.. . Because they represent
large>numbers of people;-and can influence.the governmert. of the
country in which they. live,:or:can persaade their people to;vote for
a particular man or party, then they are able to exercise a great
amount of power.. -Alse, some!countries:have:a State: Religion and
that means that the:government injects politics into religion. : Théy
may control ‘many or all:of the places: of worship, pay:their prea~
chers or priests, make decisions:on. what . will be'‘allowed. or not
allowed “in religious circles;; They:may:}init:or completely forbid
religious freedom:in theiricountry, i They tend>ito - glory. -in - their
religion, and even use their religion to further their own'cause. - -

-+ The foregoing is just the oppositecofi the religion of Christ, or
Chtistianity, as set. forth: in: the:Bible.. Christ: was' accused of
coming to be the king of-the: Jows -anidievbnas the: Apostles thought’
thiat - “he had come to restote the ¢apthiy:kingdom of Istael. - (Mat-
thew '2:2;: Actsi 1:6). ~ When crucifying-him; they put a sign over:
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the head of Jesus which read, “THIS IS THE KING OF THE
JEWS.” (Matthew 27:37). Of course Christ had not come to be
an earthly king, but rather he came to build his church, or
kingdom, and to. be its spmtual head or king. (Matthew 16:18;
1 Timothy 6: 15)
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The Lord’s church is said to be a spmtual kingdom in that it
has a king, a territory,  a:law, and citizens. Christ is its king
(Revelation 19:16), the territory is the world in that Christians are
to be ‘found in nations throughout the world (Matthew 28:19, 20),
its law is the New Testament (James 1:25), and its citizens are
those who have webeyed Christ and therefore they wear his name.
(Hebrews 5: 8 9; Acts 11 26)

The ehurch of our Lord i is not a political. orgamzatlon There-
fore it is not to be involved in politics. It does nét form political
parties. It does not attempt to speak for its members. It does
not make political statements or support some particular politician.
Its members are not encouraged to go into politics. There are too
many temptations associated with a political office and the power
that is associated with it. One may give in on various issues
because he wants to please the people that vote for him. .Hemay
be tempted to accept bribes or to misuse his office. Those:Chris-
tians 'who do become involved in these kind of thmgs; msually
become unfalthful to the Lord and his: church.

- Only these religious groups, including some behevers in Christ,
who involve themselves in politics are the ones, in some cases,
who may ‘take up physical arms to support their cause. This would
not represent' pure Christianity becausé Christ at no time autho-.
tizéd his people or his church to use physical force. Christ and;
his followers.are known for their stand for peace ‘and love, and not
for violence-and war. fay

Although the church. is universal, that is, it exists all ovér the
world; it does: not..have a world-wide organization. It does not:
have:an:international head or' headquarters. Even though it-may.
exist throughout -a particular country, it does not have a national
organization, Neither does it have a head or headquarters for the.
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country.in which if dwells, Instead,the, church of Christ is made
up of thousands and thousapnds uof,xcongregatlons throughout the
world and each congregation is autonomous.or independent from
all the others. They .have. fellowship . and. cooperate with each
other: but no one. - congregation, .or +i-SFoup. ,of congregations,
can dictate to the others, Each congregatign is made up of
a number of members, those who have obeyed Christ, and there-
fore being saved, the Lord has;added tnem to his church, (Romans
16:16; Mark 16:16; Acts 2:47). Each congregation is to have its
own elders: and. deacons to give leadership, provided there are two
or more men in each congregation, that,can - qualify. (1 Timothy;
Titus 1). For example, if, a,;congregation does not have two or
more men-qualified. to serye as, ,¢lders.and deacons, then the men of
that congregation are to give.Jleadership-until the time comes that
they do have qualified men, ., Fur&p,qrmorp, :6ach: congregation is to
have its own . preachers - and teachers... ,(Each .gongregation is to
conduct its .own worship, have, ;its own program of work, and if
at all pogsrble, to support rtse]f Of cpurse above all else, Christ,
is to be recognized as the. head over .ach congregatwn (Colossians

1:18; Ephesians 5:23), and it is to be, gulded and directed in all of
its activities by the Lord’s word A2 Tlmothy 3:16, 17).

The church of Christ can exist in any country where religious
freedom is allowed regardless of the polities or ideology practiced
and followed. It may even exist in countries where it is not
welcomed or where thers is ho- religious freédom. But it represents
a group of people who ‘believe in freedom of religion, strives to live
peaceably’ with all people, and deéstres to do ‘good only.  Its people
dre not- radical, fanatical, ‘or Tébeilious; “They: do not seek to
separate themselves from othets to'become a1aw unto themselves.
Rather, they désire to live among peoﬁ]es of "all ‘kinds of back-
grounds reﬁgxbus or. ofhe'rwise '“Td this way Christians have the
opportunity to teach their friends @and feighbours ' the gospel of
Christ by word  of -mouth and’ by example ‘Fhey have no desire
to force or over-persudde anyone tobecome ‘a: Christian. They
beheve, hfdwever, thiat “all should be tawght concerning Christ that
each oiie” ﬁnghtfmake 'hws ‘ot Thelf ol personait :decision for or

agamstChrlst cobnwrdig o g senues s e
G ooqu lisnniong

The Blble teachss, that. Qhusmﬁs m to be goad and honest
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pesple: ‘Théy are fo phy thithr debts! They fré to-live Tledi’ and

pure: 1ives!  They dré 1o bPhRd Workers; '‘providing a living for
{igiy FAWIEES “ They'aré t6'16vW ibne’ atiother and: td!live ‘peadeably
Wikt ail therl s “Fhey akéito el good: icitizens, . obeying-the law 'of
¢hid” i 28hd payin’ thieir "taxes  (Rothans +12; Ephissans-'4;

! Luon doell el odi en sisioil e

Matiod 2236, 37

oo e et e e mdmicn 8

~41i0p’ oné Gecksoh the Phariséesya feligions sect of the Tews,
approached Jesus conerning fixes. The record says] “Then “went
ftie' Pharisees; “and ‘todk coutisel how they ‘might éntangle hirh in
£i§ talk.’ And-théysenf -out dinto’ hirtheir “disciplet” with the
Hefoliais, sayindy " Mabter, ‘We kiow' thht" thou 'aft tre, -iand
tenbhest the Wway“6f God i trith neithet ‘earest thot for/try mai
fot thow Fegardest not the persoti 'of meni- “Tell u§ therefore; What
tHirkest' thou?. T it Tawful 05°give tribute'aiito Caesar, or hof? But
Jésus pefceived” tHeit' “iwickeditesy; “antl'said; Why témbt ye*thé;’ e
hyporites?”’ ShOW ' 'me the tribite  mon . And they brought
u':t’o”hli._rni’\'d pelitiy.' “And B §aitH unto therm, Whose -is"this‘ inags
and’supérscription? - They “say dnto *him; Céesar’s: - Thén-said he
ithto ‘thém, Rerider ‘therefore “unto Caesar ‘the things!:which “are
Caesar’s; and' unto God the- things that are God’s.’ “When they
heard these words; they marvelled, and  left. him, and went . their
way.” (Matthew. 22:15-22).: .. .« vy oo I

HST AN

H +

+ ,.Paul, writing to, Christians at Rome,:said, “Let; gvery, soul, be
subject. unto.- the higher powezs. . For ;there is no peyer, but of
God: the powers that, be.ars ordajaed of God,. . Whosoever there-
fore, resisteth .the.power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and, they
that: gesist,shall.recsive to.themselves, damnation.  Far  rulers, are
not @ terrofito 1goad works,but to the evil, ; Wiltithop thep not
be afraid-of the power?, .do that which. .is, 500d, and: -thou, -shalt
have praise.of ; the-isame. :For be-s the ministor; of God tothee
for.good --But if thou dothat, which is: evil, .be ;afraid;; for-- hey
beareth et ;the, sword..in. vain for -he is the minister of God 2;
tevenger to greeute. wrath: upon-him that .dosth e¥il.... Whesefore;
ye muistnegdstbesubject, notconly-for,wrath, hut-alse far-congci-.
ence sake. For this cause pay ye tribute also fox-they, are,,
God’s ministers, attending continually upon this very thing.
Rendér therefore 16 a1l their’ duks ‘fribute to"whiom teibute ‘is due;
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oustonritoi iwhomn i custom; feat ‘to. whom fedr; horious to whom
honour.” (Romans=13:1-7)::; Ih.this lengthy statement, the inspired
man of God is telling us that we are to respect those who are in
power and to obey the laws of the land. He says that they serve
God in that they accomplish his purposes. When we are “Taw
abiding citizens then we have nothing to fear. Itis enl" vhen ¥

break the law, generally, that weh&v ’rgaim‘ﬁ 0 e '
who are in authority.

In writing to the young preacher, Timothy, Paul %aid, “I
exhort therefore that, first. .of all, supplications, prayers, inter-
cessions, dnd givirig of thanks, befmade'» forall meny Fot.&hgs, and
for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peace-
able life in all godliness and homnesty.” (1 Timothy 2 1, 2). Peter
declared Honour a]l men, Love the brotherhood. Fear God.
2. 7) These words ’ syeak for them-

ticlan hes anythmg to fear
from the church of Chnst They are not poﬁhcal ‘but’s gmtufal

They do not oppose the law but ‘Tespect it ~-/~ o",o’h y ’;t‘. ‘Théy'
are the ‘best citizens and areé a crec foaiy ¢oun y“. "“On‘ly those
Who would dxﬁ‘er w1th them rehglously qould ﬁ[nd{ fau‘lt w1th théﬁi

TN T

A

AlL hough they are not poh céf sedkch po pohtrcaﬂ oiﬁce, frave
desrre to, have pohtlca] power have no authorlty to’ S| pealk i
olitical 1 matters, ‘and even, though they désire always ‘to- obey thie
laws of the land, amf make._the besf of, CJ:IZC t'his §h uld fiot e
I }x‘t rather as be;qg ‘one’of thefr
respect’ governmént a?d to “obey -tHé
e to do- that whieh‘ is contrary*to‘
God’s wnII They are d sprntual kmgdom,’ ih (T therefore therr
strength is in God théir | ‘Father and Chrrst the Ldi’& and’ Mister,’
They are‘ 'c’bmmntted t6 that of puttl ’God and ‘his' kmgddtn ﬁrst:
in their ]1ves (Matthew 6: 33) Should there evér be a conflict;

s

they must obey God rather than rﬁan - Acts'DS 29) But any3

strengths ‘
law, . provxded if does not asﬁc
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able in dealing with ‘them, will have no problems. with them, but
will find them to: be good.and law:abiding -citizens. - -

Wh'ere:r'-Afé' AI|The Saved ?

If T ask you the question: “Where will be all the saved?” You
will reply, “In heaven”. This'is absolutély true. There is no doubt
about it. Speaking about the unrighteous people Jesus said, “And
these shall go away into everlasting punishment,”  and then he
added, “but the righteous irito 1ifé eternal.” (Matthew 25:46). In
the Revelation of Jesus Chirist Wh‘iéﬁ he showed to His servant, the
apostle John, John saw a gli s¢ of heaven, Speaking about the
saved he wrote in this book that he saw a great multitude before
the throne of the Lord in heaven and ‘he was “told, “There are
those which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their
robes, and made them white in the Blood of the  lamb.” (Revela-
tion 7:14). Then ffie\)}iﬁpléu,ef, said,' “Xnd T heard a great voice
out of heaven saying, B‘E)hom:thetabemacle of God is with

men, and he will dwell ‘with. them, ‘and they shall be his

people, and God himself shall be with them, and ‘be their God.
And God shall wipe away all teats from their eyes; and there shall
be no more death, neither Sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there
be any more pain: for the former things are passed away......And
there shall be no more curse but the throne of God and of the
Jamb shall be in it; and his seryants shall serve him: and they shall
see his face; and his name shall be in their foreheads. Axd’ there.
shall be no night there; and they need no candle, neither light of
the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light; and they shall reign
for ever and ever.” (Revelation 21:3, 4; 22:3-5). So all the saved

will be in heaven. They will live with God and Christ in heaven;
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they will: worship and praise God in heaven and there they shall -
reign f'or ever and ever. But. where are the saved now?« .

Let the Blble answer our question, Upon the day of pente-i-
cost the apostles preached to a multitude of people. -We read,
“Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and-
said unto Peter and to the rest of apostles, Men and brethren; what-
shall we do? Then Peter said unto them, Repent and be- baptized.
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of-
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For the
promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar
off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call, And with many
other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from
this untoward generation. Then they that gladly received his word
were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them
about three thousand souls. And they;e_ontinued stedfastly in the
apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in
prayers...Praising God, and having favour with all the people, And
the Lord added to the church da;ly such as. should be saved.”
(Acts 2:37-42, 47). The three thousand on the day of Pentecost were
saved. They were lost in sin, but, when they believed in Christ,
and repented from sin, and were baptlzed for the forglveness of
sins, then the Lord saved them from ‘their sin. But then what‘
happened? The' Lord added them tp hurch to the body of
the saved people.” We read, “And t'h_e Lord added to' the church
(fally ‘such as should be’ saved "’ Who éjdd'éd? The Lord.” To.
what" To the church When? dally Whom? “Thie sa d, Therefore
all ‘the saved are in the church. Not in’ a' e ’rch,,__“But in ' THE
CHURCH The Lord adds daily those who a aved that is, who
believe in him and repent of thelr sms and submlt to him, in
baptlsm, to the church, This doesn t mean that he wouId add
different people to different churches. - He wquldn’t ‘add_one’ to
thlS church and another to that church But ‘he adds all the saved
to the church, to his church, the one he hxmself built (Matthew
16: 18) the one of which he hlmself is the head (Ephes1ans 1:22,
23 Colossians. 1: 18), the one he gave hlmself for (Ephes:ans 5: 25),
and the one which he hath purchased w1th his own blood (Acts
20:28). There is only one church of Chnst ‘the Lord has but only
one. Yes, it does matter to which church you belong. If you are




k]

not in the: churcéh iof-JesusChrist-of which we read in the New:
Testament of* the! Bible; then:you:are in a wrong chureh. *Surely,
the Lord didn’t add you to the wrong one, but you yourself have
chosen “to- become:.a thember; of it or your parents had chosen for
you and 'you haye: accepted it: without investigation in light of what
the Bible teaches: about .the. church. . ‘Are. you a member of the
church of Christ; to which: he adds the saved? If not, then do what.
the people did on the day of Pentecost. H-you:will, then the Lord
will save you and zaad you to. ;.'che. churchr,wto' ?his‘.church.. :

s Roberi’R"Taylor R -’Jf":’

Lot G

Matthcw, Marl’c an. ‘
not cruc1ﬁed alone Hc was i uciﬁed 1n the mlddle and on h1s

......

right was 4 roﬁ)cr and on’ hls Teft was anothe; robber. No~ dotbt

the ' executloners ) nd'ed to lﬁ’d' hcl pression 10 all passers-by
FRIA{ON] Stf;
that Jesus' Chnst was, the W

he conspxcuously pfaccd n;x hc mlddle? Firc
learn of t"he peméen ;jof lf)ne of the two thxeve

Sible s"‘ys', “And one of the male-
factors whlch,werc hanged 1:a11e" .on. hlm, saylng, If thou be Chnst

,,,,,,

tion? 'And We mdeed Justly for ,wc reccwe ‘due reéward of our
deeds: but ﬂllS man hath donc nothmg amlss And he sald unto
Jesus, Lord ‘remembe} "'rhe
And Jesus sald unto’ ] i
be with me 1n paradlse" (I'.,?§ 1 23 39-43) " .

‘Note is now taken reldtive to' what 1he thlef dxd -and saxd
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Then note wijll be taken of what Jesus sald in response and what is
comprelﬂenc:led in our “Lord’s repr to the Elym% thf ha't_ day’ Qn
the brdfal brow of cruel, _l . This man Was really a thief or
robber The Brble «¢dlls him & malefactor or. robber. ‘Wh1le on
the . cross he confessed, that ‘both h “and. his'fello -robber were
srmply gettmg their just due He therefore was not an. mnocent
man who was falsely accused and was berng unjustly executed

When he was first placed on the cross and near the One ‘who occu-
pred the Mrddle Cross that day he. Jomed in wrth hxs fellow-rqbbcr
and with the malicious passers-by who hurled. words of ridicul

and contempt into the sinless. ‘face of the crumﬁed Chrlst The
Blble fells 1 us’in Matt, 27: 44, “The thleves also, which were crucl-
fied ‘wi h hlm ‘cast, the ‘ ‘hrs‘ teeth.” This must haye been
near thé begmnmg of the s six hours that Jesus spent upon Calvary

But as the time passed and one of “the thieves observed "the
demeanor of the Lord upon the cross he. expe;renced a. change -of
heart.” Accordmg to Luke when the still impenitent  thief was
urging in skeptical unbelief, Jfor the Christ, if indeed he . were the
Christ, ‘to_save all- thr"' of them, the’ no',. pemtent one. spoke in
defence oT Chnst He I t‘el‘low-robber that they vyere
both’ dymg Justly The deeds ca;led for thelr ,crucrﬁz,u]on -He
affiri ed' of Jesus that He had done nothmg ann - Does this net
lead - uslto behevc that hve ust have lmovy mething about Jesus
before the' three of them'were pallgd_,to the ruggecl crosses that
day? How did he know Jes Wi otaIly m,nocent? He could &9}
have Tearned it ftom his fellow-robber g: could not. have learned
it from the passers-by, the scribés, the ‘Chief priests and elders
because they all thought He was gettmg what .he . nchly deserved.
They umform]y belreved Hlm to be an. 1mposr . .

The ‘now pemtent thref , ade a request of Jesus.. He called
Hrm Jesus accordmg to the’ Amencan Standard Version -and Lord
according fo the. Krng ames, Be it remembered that the name
Jesus mearis Savxour He reguested to be renrembered when the
Lord ~Jesiis came mto Hl 3 ngdom How did he know about the
kingdom? He surely d1d not learn about it from what .is. recorded
from . J'esus on the ¢ cross “for. the u;gdom was: pot ment;oned in any
of the Lord s seven 'tatements, - He ‘could, ngt have dearned of it
.from the passers-by' or from the Jewrsh .]eadLers jor they did.not
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beheve Tesus was ever gomg to possess a klngdom He must have
had some prior acquamtance with Jesus, ‘with John the Baptlst or
with ‘some of the disciples of either John or. Jesus. If he had ever
heard John preach, then he would 'have heard John say something
like this, “Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matt.
3:2). If he ever heard Jesus or any of His apostles preach, he
would have heard somethmg like this from Jesus, “‘Repent: for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand” and from the apostles.the senti-
ment, “The kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matt. 4:17; 10:7). His
concepts of the kingdom were probably hazy just as the apostles’
concepts of it at the time were and yet he associated Jesus with a
kingdom, with a coming into His kingdom and with the hope that
Jésus would remember him, a dying thief, when he came into that
klngdom All of this i is very sxgmﬁcant

THE LORD'S RESPONSE TO THIS PENITENT REQUEST?:

- Just how did the Lord respond to this request from the dying
thief? By promising thé penitent thief that the two of them would
be together that very day in what Jesus called paradise. Now. ‘the
Lord surely was not talking about their occupying the same sepul-
chre that day for they were not entombed together at all. He was
speakmg ‘of their spirits as being together Jesus knew that as
soon as His spirit left the cruclﬁed body of clay that He would be
gbing to paradlse He promlsed that the pemtent thlef would be
in’ the same locatlon w1fh Hun L )

[T . S E A R T

* Just what did the Lord mean by Paradlse? Paradnse baswafly
means a garden or place of pleasure.” But it does not always refer
to the same location, In 2 Cormthlans 12 Paul referred .to his
bemg caught up into theé third heaven as belng Paradlse In Reve-
lation 2:7 Tesus pfomnsed those at’ Ephesus who overcame that
they would have the' nght to eat of the tiee of hfe “whlch in, the
midst: of the paradme of God.”” Paradlse, thereforef , Iefer to
sheaven But Jest1s d1d not g0 to heaven durmg the penod between

S“unday m’or’mng ‘When e appeare o Mary Just subsequent to
His resurrection’ I-Ie to‘ld hér in Johd' 20017 that ‘He ‘had not ryet
‘ascended®to His Father %' ficaven. Hence the Paradise He went to

!
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between -deatl rand His rés{iyectidnewascoth qr«bban»«h’eaven itself.

Is there a clue in the Bible as to where he went In(\ieéff there is.
The word Hades refers to the place of the unseen or the place
where all spirits go_ between death and judgment. The Hebrew
term Sheol in the O1d PestAHeat FUIRAER 1 THE ‘s@ffie plice. -Jesus
spoke of this realmm Airke" ' P649-31.°" THe Opealfiit’ of Frades- or
Sheol has two compartmeﬁts w@hnbl?ﬁ?ecsepafated Byian impassable
gillf.” Oié of-thesdiis styled Abtalidfts bosom and is a ‘place” of
comfort; the othet is ¢alléd torments dnd 1§ alp]aee of angursh and
pain; it-is 4’ place of ‘1o’ telef. “In " Like 116.: Abraliam ‘and ‘ the
tighteous T.azarus’ were 'ifi ‘th&pldce of comfort;'the rich: man was
in terments. - We 'do"nio grievance at:all: to -the' teachings of the
Scriptures” when: we say’that Jesus wentoto this place of comfort or
what ‘Heé hitself called-Paradise. hTHBere just dsono other conclusion
to reach than this one about-what:Hetheant by Paradise. since. He
was not speaking of the grave and He was not speaking of His
ﬁxxon and-of the death also xoﬂ the: pemtnent tlnet'

aopgiond 2 o N

DID THE LORD THEN PROMISE THE; THIEF SALVATION?

. Indeed so! All those wha go mtq thls place of - comfort called
Abraham s bosom, Or, ‘Paradljse w111 he rdestmed to go to heaven
aftex: ludgment This is thegqter;pe,grlate Place where all nghteoqs
spmts will go andI w;ll remalp pntll Jiudgment There all”’ the
righteous . spmts wrll reqylye cogll‘iort untﬂ 1udgment Then all the
righteous, w1ll e, taken home to hfaven The w clged are kept in
the other compartmentg %%ia%s l]l?tlI ud)gmept ,‘THere they are
pumshed (At Judgmeqt 1 l?)e consr‘gned to an, eternal
Gehenna ora devxll’s' eﬂ forever Let ;t be remembered that Jesus

promxged,t‘ 2 thlet‘safvatton 'I‘)Je)fjo,re e dle and‘vb‘efore the terms of
His wil nto eﬁ'ect Jesrlixls qr\jzféuseé this to the dymg thle’f
i Ve

‘before He gave ‘the G“réat Coramiss o, Wq cannot be saved Tike
the thief was for you and I are noz fn s po’su’lon and can  pever
Jbe :in . his. umque,‘gosrtlorp v (Iﬁtkus }oo%g,to.t?exonversxons in the-
hook of Acts ifor .madels ;of what is.demand ed for us toward
bemg saved; and DOtrtO the ﬂ} Cf, ali 11;){?{ . .

Lohoiea? byt opm 1o ;/')l Hguo b::.’; Gt b T

Blgso gsm /uﬂ)ﬂ,i( ‘hoid 1o VAev i n o sl
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| \’Q’Q’mpone:nts'*Of‘ Salvation

F1e

Several 1mportant components are mvolved in the salvatlon of
the soul. - These .comppnents, .or elements, each work together in
their.own individual way to. effect salvation. .If any one :of the
“components was omitted from the grand plan of redemption, the
ireeconcilliation of man with- God would be aborted. Paul, in one
wyerse.-of Holy Scripture, mentions these components of salvation.
It is:for our study to consider them and appreciate . them as we
should. - Notice an examination of the passage -and each com-
ponents as they are mentioned. The passage reads: “And that he
‘might.. reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, havmg
.slam the enmxty thereby” (Ephesrans 2:16).

HE ThlS refers to Christ, the one who effects a reconcnhatlon
between man and God. He does this- through His' mediatorial
office where He through both His human and divine personality
can effectively mediate for man. (see: 1 Tim. 2:5, 6; Heb. 7:25).

RECONCILE—-Reconclle denotes “‘to change exchaﬁge
Man is alienated from God through transgression of God’s law.
ﬂThe transgressmn of God’s law is sin (1 John 3:4). Sins and iniqui-
ties separate man from God. In reconcmatlon man’s prosition is
changed from that of sin and enmlty with God to a position of
favour and grace w1th God. In reconclhatlon man exchanged the
doomed fate of the sinmer for the blessed hope of salvation and
eternal life. God reconciles man unto Himself by the atoning
blood of Jesus Christ. He did commlt the minjstry of reconcilia-
.tlon to the apostles in that they were given the gospel plan to
preach whereby man could avail hlmself of the atoning blood and
be reconclled to God (2 Cor. 5:18-21).

- GOD—God has been offended by man’s sinful transgressmns
and as a result of these sinful acts man has separatéd himself from
God’s grace and is held in enmity by God (Jas. 4:4; 'Isa: '59:1;'2).
God in justice and through love for man had formed a plan (often
spoken as the “mystery of God"’) whereby man could, if he would,
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again attain unto a friendly relationship with God having his
transgressions forgiven. .

BOTH—Both is representative of mankind, Jew and Geuii{e}
specifically. Both Jew and Gentile were alienated from God
because of sins which they both had committed. ““There is none
righteous, no, not one—for all have sinned, and come short of
the glory of God,” Paul said of them (Rom. 3:10, 23). In recon-
ciliation the enmity that had exrsted between God and man. is
removed and both Jew and Gentile can attain to a fnendly relatron—
ship with God.

IN ONE BODY—The one body is the place where ‘Christ
has reconciled man unto God Reconcxlratlon is in the one body
which is the church of Christ. “...He is the head of the body, the
church.” (Col. 1:18). God has “put all things under his feet, and
gave him to be the head over all things to the church, which is his
body ” (Eph. 1:22, 23) Therefore, one'is reconcﬂed unto God
in the church of the Lord, that church being the one’ body Peter
sard “And the Lord added to the church darly such as shoiuld be
saved” (Acts 2:47). The saved are.the recoucrled A]l saved are
added to the church whrch is.the one body

BY THE CROSS—The cross of Jesus is the nfeats of’recoﬂ-
crllatron Reconcrlxatron is “by” or “through” the merits of the
cross The expressmn “by the cross s symbohc of ‘the suffenng,

,,,,,,

and b]e%d‘mg, and death of Chnst at Calvary. T fhat suﬂ‘ermg
aﬁd death man is reconcrled unto God. “Without it man’ could not
be teconciled fo'God. ' More exactly man’ is réconciled” by ““the
blood of his cross. (CéL1:30); . ..beliig -now “justified by ‘his
blood...we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son”

(Rom 59 10)

e

| ‘ 9
The message of the reedemlng power of th@jhrood o}' Chnst is

spoken of as ‘“‘the p eachmg of the cross (whrch) unto us which are
saved it is the power of God” (1 “Cor, 1 18) Hence, ‘“the cross”
is graphic symbolism of not only the atoning effect of Christ’s
blood but also the message of salvation, which salvation is made
possible ”by ‘the Sacrrﬁcral death of ChristTon ’the blood-stamed
éI}O‘SS DU Q1 G Lnoi NANEIERN ST S TY SR N OO B
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SLAIN THE ENMITY-:-Thd ¢nitifty béing that which first
caused the separation between man and -his:God, namely, sxn ,
“...your iniquities_ have separated between you and your God..
(Isa 59:2).° "The powér" ‘'of” the ’ ¢rossof" Fesis Has overcome and
destroyed those ba‘mers “which 'sepa‘rate tan froni man, and- espe-
ma]ly the sinner frem ‘God.” ﬁ‘hat enmlty (cé.hse ‘of alienation) has
now been destroyed by~ ’grace on‘ G'od’S‘ 'part ‘through faith “omx
man’s part ‘and by thié blood of the part ‘of Christ.” This is 'truly
the “good newé” of the guspei (Kom 3 23 26; ’Tltus 2:11-14).

. Qe ul N

THEREBY-——The marginal note reads “or, in hlmself » Christ
Himself, at Calvary sacrlﬁced Hlmself and reconciled man unto
God. It was through Hl suffeungs and death that He was made
perfect and’ thus becam .‘,lthe cause of our eternal salvatlon (Heb. 2:
9, 10). ’ '

e

VoL i L L HE |

ThlS p,assage, a8 Wé‘
one body whxch ) |
mese]f o Thus, salvgtlon, or récéncrffatldn, is'to be fo‘und only
in Chrlst in Hls boéy. Thls new relatlonshlp is clearly taught and
understood to be in Chnst ’“If’any fian bé in Chfist, he is a new
creature: old things are passed aWa‘g' “‘betiold ‘all” thmgs become
new” (2 Co,r §,117%.

[

i ws ) 0Ty St U ot

Here, m Ephesxans 2 1,6 we sep thc mponents of salvation
workxng together to the saBatxon of mah ’s soul. Each plays a
precious part m I‘CC?nﬁlllatlon. ap, .1n the obedlence of falth
avails. hunself ot[ the wonderfu blessing g "ot salvatlon by takmg
advantages of G‘o d’s plax': o(f r(ed“e&pt ohm' +

) v :f};f":i‘; s v hoi) ol Luisnouai s o LLnid

The Conversaons Of Acts Eaght

{.I"IILALJ ik i
P

Ernest S Underwoad

,A;"')n"» 901 i GO e «'

" In the elght chapte;q ,of tl;g book 'of A ;ct§ thp re |
accounts of three different conversions. These are: the people of



181

the “¢ity - 6f Bam4rid;” Simon™ the - sorcereri@id the: eunuch::of
Ethiopia. - “In each ‘case the evangelist was PHilip. *Inthis article we
shall-notice the background, the teachmg done and the response
m’ éach ‘of- “these conversrcns s "iif." - :

%) ,’H'

This chapter begms wrth the persecutlon of the church Saul'
of Tarsus is the leader of it. The record states that he “laid waste
the’ church” ‘causiiig the disciples to ‘be 'scatteréd> fromn: ' Jerusalem.
As'they left the tity We- ar‘e told that they “weﬁt everyWhere prea-
ching'the word? -+ - L i -

Philip went to the city of Samana and began to preach Chrlst
to the people. -In Verses 5 through 12 weé ‘have: rhe conversrbn of
theSe people Le’t us notlce some thmsgs ahout ft '

[ITIRRANS SOC o ETINE L

First, we note' thai a preacher was necessary. ¢ Jesus hidd stated
in Mark’ 16:16'that the gospe‘l' was to'be preadked)i Uiless people
hear; they ‘cannot believe: becausé “faith comfiéfh by hear‘mg, and
l'fea*rmg* by the“word: of - Giod”: (Rom. “10:17)! *We note seéond]y
thalt Philip preached Christ ufito them:’ FHis* ‘thessage Was not Poli-
tical, nor - ‘did- it deal ‘with'’some -suppesed social injustice— He
PREACHED'“CHRIST! “Noticé thatverse' five sthfes 'this-fact, then:
verse twelve states, ‘“‘But when they believed Philip preaching the
fhings concerning ‘the kmgdom of God, and ke name ‘of Jesus
Chirigt: they ‘were béptized, both meti'did women?” Thisis’ not“hmgf
short “of a' divine- commentary ‘on’ Tesus™ statément in Mark 164
15-16:" 1t is rééorded in this passage; as “alreddy Ipoted, that ! the
Lo6fd -gave  the'commission: to- the dfscrp]es—tb ipoiings all thé world
and preach the'gospel.” He did 16t indidats that! evely heart would:
be rebeptrve, ‘but when this - gospel 'was - ‘received® inte" the: good
hearts] “‘He that believeth and is Bdptized shall be savéd.”- THhi§ is
exacth% the formula’ which Philip' followed' at"Swmatial! Thése

éople were not saved front theirt: ba#J sii§ ‘ol they “heard ' the!
EGSpel bélleveddthe gospel and obeyedithe gbépel which® was ﬁfea-
ched by Philip: “Who would: arguefthat‘t’heﬂl wért‘? con

R u! BRSNS BARTOR | ' r..'.':‘.J'fJ,.al JADEE B

Next, we come to Srmon This man was one who - dealt in
trrcke}y and dece eptior: ' He hall -2 powerfil “influéncé over the
citizetis-of Satharia, and was Held 'in~ ' high ' ésteein by theiv.. - He.
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would..compare favourably with the so-called miracle workers of
today who deceive multitudes of people with. their. false claims.
However, unlike; these workers. of Satan today, Simon believed the
preaching of the evangelist Philip as he proclaimed the gospel. - He
became obedient to that truth by being bapt;zed for the remission
@flnssms. C e :
! R N ’ .
a The thxrd cwsexpf cenverslon in this chapter is that of the
eunuch . This - conversion is recorded in verses twenty-six through
forty. Those involved in the conversion were the angel of the Lord,.
the Holy Spirit, Phlhp and the eunuch

l/”‘f’ly?l(! RO !

T The angel’s work was. to 1nstruct Phlllp to leave Samana and
go to Gaza. The Holy Spirit’s work.was to tell Philip to “join
thyself to this chariot,” and to supply the words which Philip
would ipreach ,to this man. Let.itbe noted that neither the angel
Bor. the Holy 'Spirit: operated. direetly upon the lost man. We note
again  thatthe-commission to preach the gospel was given to men-
buman bemgs, The Lord mever. once violated. this rule in anyone’s
salvatl,on -In every,conversion of which,we have divine record the
Lord d;rected his, disqiples-to tell other men how to be saved. He
never onge. told. a lest.1 man dlrectly what to:do. to be, saved
9o owacidnn N i : ERSEIIRES
205,510 this nar;[at;we of the euquch’s conversxon we note the
following. facts. ‘First, the eunuch, was already a religious man. He
had beenito; Jerusalem to. worship, evxdently according to the Law
ofi; Mgses. |, Secpndly, he was.a. studious and serious person He
nqge 1th1rdly, ,th)a,t he was not a haughty or proud man He recog-
nized his; need for, assistance and. .asked for it,: Also, he showed
willingness ,to . accept .the gespel even though it reqmred him to
change his religion, , Fourthly, we notice that the, preacher, Ph111p,
used :the,Scripture to preach, Chnst as he had .done. prev1ous]y to
those of Samariai.. After Philip. fbegan at the same: scripture, and
preached unto him  Jesus’’. we; find - the, eunuch 1mmedlqtely)
requesting baptism for the remission of his sins,
il desh ool i

. It ig interesting .at thls pomt to note the. contrast between ‘the
Q,rqachlqg,ef Philip, and that of many, denominational preachers pf
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today. In one of his “My A,nswer” articles;-andfin answer to the
question, “Why is it I’ve néver heard you speak of baptism as one
of the necessary steps to salvation?”” Mr. Billy Graham states, I
certainly beheve in Christian baptlsm As an evangehst however,
my task is to announce the evangel or the * od news!” -After
showing that the good news, is the death bur and resurrectlon of
Christ he further states “If baptxsm were a requxrement “for salva-
tion, we would certamly say that.”  He then attempts to make an
argumeut about the thief on the cross (See the articles by Robert
Taylor, concerning this very argument). Graham clalms that he
preaches Christ but not baptism because accordmg to h1m baptlsm
is no part of the gospe] Philip, on the other hand, preached Christ
unto the eunuch and 1mmed1ately this ) man mqmred of the possi-
blhty of being baptlzed Thus we ﬁnd this dlstmctlon between
inspired Philip, and unms;;,ured Mr Graham thch one do you
think is reliable? As Joshua sa1d in the long ago, “*As for me and
my house we will serve Jehovah o

Cpw

A final point which we would notice about thei‘conversion ‘of
the eunuch is the action and the element of baptism. The record
states that “they came unto a certam water.” - Upon' coming ‘to the
water the eunuch said. - “See heére is water, what doth hinider mié
to be baptized?’ This shows that the baptlsm required in the
Great Commission is water baptism. After his confessxon of faith
in Christ, not that his sins had been’ pardoned ‘we find both Philip
and the eunuch going down mto the water. 'Here, Philip bapnzes
the eunuch, and they both came up out of the water. It is also
worthy of note that novote had to be taken on'the euniick before
he could be baptized. After _being baptized the eunuch, now
forglven of his past sins, goes on his way rejmémg a

‘In: these accounts of conversions:'in the- exght chapter of the
book of Acts we notice that'the gospel muist be-preached, -it- must
be believed, that scriptural conféssion of faith, must be made, and
that one must be baptized:for the remission: of:sins; May -each
reader prepare his heart for the reception of the word: of God, and
then may each one: have: the courage to cast of the érror of deno-
minationalism and' embrace the gospel whlch is: able to’ savc man’s
soul P : ._“‘« Ciberad eyl ,
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GG SRR YR Hiaf hear” $0msohY ishing' PHAL they cobld
fie theie 1ife oyé? Rgain''Suich i wishful thioking aild folly indecd
Timé passed is gofie forever; thé past’ will' néver' come: béfore” uis
again. ‘Tt is sad that :

would ‘want to' go back and live it ‘aghin. " Althiough' one ‘cannot
live their past e again they can, in 4 sense, begin life anew. They

el mads1o e AN
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live their ,lif_e‘_py%r . ifkihg aifd folly fadeed.

SRR R R Iy N N P oy e

_ Rat one has made sueh 4 f: lore of life that one

ToroAtLela o guiviv 1hid -

can, be born,again..

RS 4 SR A [F RIS TR

O T A R R L5

""" The past i$ unchangeable, the future is uncé rain bt it always
hoids forth hope, and promise. “Today'is the day of opportunity
for action,  i“Tofay 14 the. daj. of salvation Jesus spoke to
Nicodenius aboat the “hew lfe; About begiasine bver agait ok
3.1-8). Nicodemus realized impossibility of g‘di'n “backward Hiic
living his life again. He, as we'é;}féﬁifg’,iw:é'sfé Féalize that it is a
“beginning again” that.is most.essential.. [ oo

ey din

gy e i T s ety gt NIV
. Jesus’ expression, “be born again” alludes to a process; a _law
of, birth, is ipherent in the statement, Al thaf are born,are bory
according to.a certain jprocess, or law. In. _spealging;.gil ;_{pt;_yisiggl
birth there is an,allusion to procgss or law of physical. birth: male
and female, the planting, of the seed; the reception of the seed and
after a period of time the birth of new life. Jesus aliyded ta God's
‘spiritual law of the new birth, that spiritual  process’ whereby ope
‘may become a new, creature (2 Cor. $:17; Gal. 6:15). |+ ...

Ve 1

Colaeegn L e e, T sl e Si

The spiritoal faw and. the physical law are alike ip pripgiole
with each, according to law, bringing forth of its Kind. The spiri-
+tial1aw of the new. life: demands/that there first:be the-planting of
theseed, theh the reckption of the seediwhich is. then followedn by
it birth: of mewr life.  Theospitituali~seed: that gives hiftss the
divinely ispired’word of Godvt Life bégbts life.- “The Jiving - woerd
prodices spititual =lifé. Theywords ‘of Christ: “‘are spiritsand are
life” (Ja. 6:63). v/ Paul informs usithat SHthevword:of iGad-isliving
and active” (Heb: 4:12).  Thie:word:is -alive :and: active A ¢hes pre-
cess of the spiritual birth, The word is spoken of as “the seed”
by which men are begotten and born unto spiritual life (Lk. 8:11;



3ame“s 1518; 'l'.Petertkl:2'2). T

The 1mplantat10n of the seed is not mlraculous In fact, there
is nothrng miraculous about the spmtual birth. It is all according
%o God’s spiritual law. The seed is planted through or by the
process of teaching and preaching. Those who are saved are those
who have received the instructions of the word : “It is written in
the prophets, and they shall be taught of God. Everyman therefore
that hath heard and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me”
(J'ohn 6 45). None can come to Christ for. salvation without his
being taught without his learnmg the will of God as revealed in
‘His word. So the spiritual seed i is the spiritual truth whlch ulti-
mately brings forth new life, or spiritual life.

The splntual seed must be planted in the nght place in order
for 1t to bring forth ; its fruit, As surely as a grain of corn will not
take root and bring forth its fruit. when sown on the black asphalt
‘of a busy highway, nelther will it bring forth its fruit when ‘sown
on fallow, thorny or rocky ground. When good seed is sown
(planted)w on good ground it will ‘bring forth fruit ““an hundred
fold. ‘When the word of God is recelved in the heait of ‘honest
men . _d‘ women who want ‘to know the truth who want to do
God’s will and. be saved then it will have its fruit of sp1r1tua1 life
(Luke 11 :4-15). 'The reception of the spiritual seed in the “honest
,and goPd heart’’ will have the eﬂ'ect of purlfymg the soul: “Seemg
'yé have. purlﬁed your s0ul'in obeymg the,truth through the Spirit...
‘Bemg born agam by the word o G d{..” 1 Peter 1:22,23), .

R

To receive the seed is to hear its declaration of facts believe
its promises, and to obey its commands. Anything less than this
is to reject the means whereby one may be born again. Such rejec-
tion is to ““quénch the Spirit,” 'i5 to “resist the Spirit” for that
word is the relevation of the Sp1r1t of God

Jesus further told Nxcodemus that one must “be born of
water and of the Spirit” (John 3:5). The Spirit’s part1c1pat10n in

“He fiéw bitth i is, as wé have ‘Seén, in the rélevation - of living- truth
- Whieh gwesi spmtual “life; " ““Born of Water” implies a' birth from
“wdtet] of out of ‘water." TThose whi have heéard, Wwho*have récéived
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the teaching of the word of God giving heed_ to.. 1ts ;:qmmand»
ments to repent and to confess Christ as Lor then are buried
with their Lord in the water of . baptlsm are. bprn (gf water and
Spmt They then are ransed from that baptlsm to* walkl new-
ness of life” (Rom 6:4); “. havmg been biiried. with Hlni in
baptlsm, wherein ye were’ also, ralsed with Hlm through fa1th 1n the
working of God...And you...did he make alive together w1th me
havmg forgwe us all our trespasses” (Col 2 12, 13).

It was for thls reason and in comphance to God’s $pmtuaE
law of the new birth that Peter said, *“Can.any man forbld water,
that these should not be baptlzed? And he commanded them to
be baptized...” (Acts 10: 47 48) ' ' e
.. To. enjoy the ‘‘new. hfe” one must abldp_ by God’s sygrxtuaﬁ
law of the new blrth To be a' neW creature one ‘miust Be ba?tlze&
into Jesus Qhrlst (Rom 6 3 Gal 3 27) ‘ "Therefore if any man be'
m Chnst he is a new creature: Old thlngs are passed away ;_”heho d

al] thmgs are become new",. @ C» ‘. ‘.5:1*7)

codyr e
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] Qne should not want to go back and "t:a'tt i'hféq a[gazln,b Lﬂ'(ely
the stream of hfe would ; run along its old course, Had N1reodemus
been able to. “enter the second time mto his mother S Womb1 and
be bom” such would have had no effect on hxs spmfuai na}ture, )Iiis
soul: Jesus taught him that he part of man that is to be’ born again
‘is that which, hke the unseen wmd is mvmble to th e; It is, the
spirit . nature, not the ﬂesh y,,t at, ust be born’ ag in, e same
truth revealed to Nlcodemus apphes to man today. . “Ye must ‘be
born again.” , _

Is It Nothmg To You

Mlchael Greene

. ')\.4\'«" !

Y e

, As Jeremlah the weepmg prophet lame,ntqd the‘,g:ommg des-
:tructron of Jerusalem:.and . Babylonian; 'captmtyf,, he .asked: the
.people, “It is.nothing te yow; ajk ye thatipass. . byt (Ltamentgtnens
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1:12).:."Many of thé residents of Jerusalem were it‘ii;c‘oncerne'df and
filled . with apathy ' atthe pénding doom- of: Tefusalem and fate of
its great and:proud people, "ot G

i+ - The unconcern of the:people of Jérusalem and Judah at their
own -fate is not unparalled in'our society téday. * Our society is in'
deep trouble due to ithe rising immorality. ‘Sin is still a ‘reproach:
to any people. The standards of morality are declining and critae
rates rising today. Is it nothing to you?

Yet more serious tbag:;_-}ghig,,isjhc increasg of:religious apathy.

Is it nothing to 'you- that the véry Sén'of Giod left heaven, took
upon Him the form of a man and suffered death for you (Phil.
2:5-11)? Is it nothing that He endured the suffering and agony of
Calvary:to save yon from your sins? -Is;it nothing to you to know
that by your religious, apathy. He-is crucified afresh and: put to: an
open-shame (Heb::6:8)2~ o avori i st oo cur L i
pad pedbeedieor vinns v il e T e ol canen a0
yuids igmothingitolyow that He has: asked. you itorréspond: to . His
great love by obedience to thegdspél of: Christ? rMany: today: claim
t0. have -been saved yet-liave! not: done all that God has-commanded:
them to do in His word. Is it nothing to.you that so: imany: have.
been deceived by false teachers and preachers who pervert the word
to; the:point that amy @nd:all: unrighteouSness is..tolérated <ifi' the
lives of mén,:cGal;;rl':6-9;eMatt¢:?Z:1¥5920;' 2:Tim. dslsd)?: 0 oo
el zhoe g N sl sy SR ties T aesd g1es Slssid i csrd
~ JAfitér His resurrection; > Fesus  commisdiotied .. His : apostles ‘t&:
cairy:: the' messagé! oftbelief; fepentance, Baptism, and: renajssion ‘of:
_ Sins into the whole:world: that:they might:Hear,iobey, and be saved:
(Matt. 28:18-20; Mark: +16414s18;: Euke.23:44-49). ‘This;: is what:
Godriexpects men: to: do; mot justithe part-we want to ‘do, ‘butall of
it’.ﬂ-'lS‘iit ﬂathjngte you?u ERS LS P RO PO CFTRNI LY

B Theeer ond s al e He oo Deneen el s

# Is- it nothing ito/'you thabyou are rapidly passing down life’s:
road toward' déath?::And after death comes:the: judgment. :: These’
dre-two:appointmentsall meh must meet. Fhe: Hebrew writer tells:
us, “It is appointed unto man once to die, then -cometh: the: judg~
ment” (Heb. 9:27). All men will die and be judged by their lives
and:deeds (2 Cor. 5:10).::: Is:this nothing te: you? - - . 7: i i
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Because of the Babylonian captivity; the Jews of Jeremiah's
time learned to love the city.of Jerusalem and all that it stood for.
Under the direction of Ezra and Nehemiah. they were-able to return.
and rebuild the city and enjoy God’s blessings once again. Many
today need to awake out of their slumber and realize the need to
prepare and be vigilant- and watchful.: There is mo room for
apathy in the. llves of Chrlstlans today Make it somethlng to
you!. ” Y .

Sin Is The Eneriy.

.- One may encounter many enemies in the course-of a lifetime.
Some : of these .enemies may have been 'made by unwise or sinful
actions that we have committed. There is such as an enemy -with~
out cause (John 15:25). All have an enemy notwithstanding the
oftén heard affirmation concerning . some::goodman, “He didn’t
have .an enemy’ in the world.” : It mdy be that one does not have
many-enemies. but it is also true that ajlo swho follow Chnst have
enemies (John 15: 18 19). . S R IPAE R I
The chlef enemy of all mankmd is ‘Sm;;lEvery grave: opened to
receive the rémains .of ia: loved: one!swas'opened because of sin.
Every heartbreak, every tear of sorrow, every ache of pain is only
the frujtion of sin. Sin:hds humbled €very: proud spirit and robbed
every happy heart. Sin has put .itssblack: -defiling mark on the
frame of every mortal being. Noione'has escaped the ravages of .
sin. Death to the race came-by: sin; death'and sin have beeri man’s’
familiar:and destructive companions throughout the ages. ‘‘Where-
fore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin;
and so death passed upon all men, for all have sinned” (Rom.
5:12). - Sin has left none vntouched; Nay, even Jesus! Though He
“did no sin, neither was guile found-in"his: mouth™ (1 Pet. 2: 22) it
was. for sins, the sins of man, that He went. to Calvary s cross (2
Cor'521 Isa. 534-6) VR T

Sm is the great Separator.; Sm separates man from hls fellow
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mang setting an efimity Between them thatthdy: often are unable to
overcome. Sin separated:Cain from:Abel, Joseph from his brethren;
Judas from his fellow apostles. Worse yet, sin separates man from
his God: *...your iniquities;have separated between you and your
God, and your sins have hid his face from you...":(Isa. 59:2). In
separation from God ‘there is also ‘separation:from . the Holy City
in--eternity for . “'there shall'in no wise énter into it anything that
defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abominatiéh, or maketh a
lie” (Rev. 21:27). One separated from God by sin is one who
lives in sin, or in the condemnation of sin and does not have the
blessing of savmg grace and the wax;m hope of salvation (1 John
2:25). '

Sin demonstrates its power io‘d‘éti’. -“All about us we see that
“the whole world lieth in wickedness™ (1 John 5:19) as we g0 our
rounds in “this present evil world” (Gal. 1:4) which is ruled
“according to the’prince of therpower of the dir;ithe spirit that now
worketh in the.. children iof disobedience® 2(Ephi = 212),:- Sin ids
bonddge enforced by its prince, Satan, who:#was & murderer- from
the beginning,” and ‘abode mot in :the truth; because there is no
truth'in him;: ~When:he speaketha lie; he speaketh’ of his ‘own; for
heisa liar; and father of/it’”:(John 8:44). s Sitan is-Sin personified.
Those' ‘who champion any’cause-other than trath, whoese affections
liesother tham with Christ; Whose!dllegiance is to .ary other than:
@od, iatemndet the bondape 'of Sin and have begomie the servarits:
of' Satan. ~#Q wretchied man!that!'1 am!: Who shilli dehv&r lh'e ffrom
the body- of this death?”> (Rmm 7'24-)?. e qilenoe b LT

siniait soboadin

Sin' is ‘man’s deadly enemy; Chrlst is man’s: Savmur from it
Christ is man’s only.deliveratice from the condemnationof sin and
Satan. The Christ is able to restore to the race all that has been
lost towsin.: Where sinsseparates man from Gody Christ recoticiles
hapto God (2iCotl 5118y 19). - Where  sin:brings ‘death Christ:
gives -eternal'ilife- (Rom. 6:23; John 10:28). "Where ' sin :leads:in:
paths of shame, paln; ‘heartache, despair and ' death. Christ: will
“Shew: unto you a more excellent ‘way...A new and living way;
whichhe hath conseérated for us...” (1 Cor... 12:31; ‘Heb.  20:28);
Christ is the Redeemér, having paid:the price of sim “‘that. through
death:. he- might ‘destroy vhime thathad the power:of déath, that is
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the devil;:and: deliver: them swho: thmugh -feampirofi: daath Wetexxall
thexr hfetxme sub]ect to bondag (Heb 2 L4,,15), LN TR

ORI

cprers

Let us: all look to Chrlstf who glves ¥ h the vrctory through
falth in Him:and His. sacrificial-and tedeéming blood: .. “The sting
of. deathi-is sin; and-the strength «of sin is-theilai. - :But:thanks be
to God which glveth us the vrctory through OUf! Lord Jesus: Chrlst
(l Car.15:56, 57) Ry woreisil T

P G ogiyiion

Salvatlon Is 1n““Chr|st

it DAV MD“W‘)H 2ii euinmraramoh il

The greatest thnll that mortal mai has ever; had is: the know—
lng.e that: his sins are forgiven;iand: that he:is a child: of Gad.. The
greatest: disappointmerit-that mortal manwill ever bave: is; to; learns:
too late, that. his:sihs were -not forgiven,hand thes must: disten 10;
thase: terribla.; words;. ““Depait fromisme, sye that/ work: iniquity’:
(Magt: 7:21)...i Not only. did Jesus; ot ki w:somie. of: those:réligious:
workers; he-said, 1 never knew: you.”i;oMen aréslow: to;learnthat’
all that is religious-is not-acceptdble. toi&odl: - TheiMaster himself:
said,; “This people’ draweth: highi unto;me:with, théin moyth, and;
honoreth me ‘withi;their:lips; but theif heant issfar front;me. ;But.in,
vain they do worship me, teachingfor;ddcirines the tonimangi:
ments of men” (Matt. 15:8, 9). What a horrible thought-a lifetime
of, religious' mark~all to;berrejected at thedast great day because
the, d@ptrmes were: from; men and mqt»ﬁnom God.. NI

. il : ] ti i ' "‘.5 :" P ’ ‘ ‘.;; X, P ’ijq Y .r’.““.j

We are- ever' made awarefof the stmgglmef: Mm’ageddon, the'
f.orc.es/ of, right : versus;ithe.-forces of wrong: this battle is fought:
daily!: Religionists,/on the one hand,dnd the ‘non-religionists,-.on:
the-other, continually degrade-the church.ofithe! living: Gedu The:
religionists declare, on the one.hand,shata man does not:have.to
hé:a member:of the Lord’s chutch. to be isaveds: that: the .church:
never : savedianyone, that Jesusiis; the: enly. Saviot the world; has: »
and that'all a sinner must.do: to: beé: saved -isi:just believe.on:ithe:

IETRT I
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ﬁOrd U he! nonlrehgloinsts aver, on thé: other Kdrid, that the churdh
is ﬁlled with' dishenest; lmmOfal ‘h}fprobz‘ites ‘that they -are. better
dnd ‘ iore “righitédils thén-thdserih the church; and that they: would
rather risk their chances at the judgment out of-{li¢ chureh, rathef
than in it.
estno o on ozl @ott Megs dedr Berdsenor s ol gl
Tt-is e thde Jesus aaYend anid -that 1 35 the’ wotld orily
Redéemer butjwhoﬁr ‘énﬂ wndér What: prowsxohs ‘or cdndmonS’
does' he saVe" True ‘enibtigh; * #nd- regrettably so, there aré often
dishonest, immoral; "hyprﬁcﬂtés4 i the chititch, ‘bt th&number is far
fewet than the non-i'eifgionists wohld hivé us'believe.  Further, the
persoh® whoffcéhteﬂdsﬂtﬁa@fhe( 4! noh-nfensBér of ‘the chtitch
because t]iefe‘ ‘A hypgéi’tteé‘ fn’tﬁe 1¥Kidreh’ is}) Himdelf;: a“f’ull-ﬁbdged"
hypbcrrte'—-’tﬁat’f ehlé’%/ery avowidl 4s ‘G’ tire pl‘é\ifelmeL Thé'* stud‘gﬂ‘
of ‘this “lesson’  wilt show ° ’unéqhw%a"lly‘ hiow ' that salvatiéiis in’
Ctirist, and ¥6 b¥'in’ Chridt 1s to B it Hig b(ydy, and' His’ bfody is’
the church (Acts 4:12; 1 Cor. 12:13; Gal: 3i95:993 CoL 1418, 24)¢
Unless the Scriptures are wrong, this has to be right!

In review of what:the Roman Christiarts had ‘Jone, and which
some of the Jews would not do. Paul sa1d “With the heart man
believeth unto righteousness;: and- with_-the mouth confession is
made unto salvation” (Rom. 10 16) “Almost all Bible scholars
agree that a public confession of Christ is required before baptism
and salvation..” Many:: bf..the schief rulers believéd:on Christ; but
they refused; to-tonfess:their belief <-because they:loved : the:praise
of :men ‘more:: than of (e}ard'f(John 11242) ~Thrs kmd ofa peréon
camhot be saved' 27T G :

: 7 RS L F I (T RESCE M AR S
Iu ansvden m*tbeﬂEthmbnan meueh’ rquestrrm,u“What Jdeth-
hder me - to''be +baptizedl” thepieachérsaid; S thon: behqvést:
with alt thine-heart, thewimiyest:”; - He ‘answered - and “said, b
believe ' that Jesus Christ:is; theSon:of Godi™ L No man has the)».
right' to demand: tipre-noneddresito - asklesko(Acts'8). ~On ‘the:
first Pentecost after the resurrection of Christ from the dead, and
the people had hestd the Sermon \delivered by’ Phter,: ‘they -akked,
“Mén #d bréthieh b what shattare d6?% (Acts2:37).! Petertsansweri
cléaivty” indicates “that Helanderstood thit they had!simed in-téjec
tidg Jesus, Snd Wantédto kiow whit to db lo besaved; ~Therefore:

TRIvs /Ij el unie 1o
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he.said, ‘‘Repent,-and bz baptjzed every. one of you,in, the name. of
Jesus Christ (and be.even explained 'why they should - do this); for
the. - remission - of..sins, amd .y .shall, receive ;the, gift-of the Holy
Ghost” (Aets 2:38).1 1. - shu o enungis e o s
Jiom o)
Let it be remembered that apart from Jesus mo one has
forgivemess: . inj Jesus: ALL may be.forgivenk All:stipylations and
conditions are.clearly set forth in the Seriptyres,,  Thus far we have
noted that faith i in Chrlst repentance from.all. sms, confessaor; of
ments of enterq,ng mto the quy of | Chmtv where salvat:on 1s
Joining the chuyreh or. a church is,not.a requirement. of. Gad for
salvatlon. God“‘adds:to. the chqrch dally ;such as: s_;lquld be saved”
tlpnshxp of God’s chlldren to thl,srworld they are the calle pt”
and this . word is, translated “church » Chrlst is the Savmur——;md
all the saved are.in Christ, .. <. T TP A
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What Baptlsm Is Net
Graldy M Mlller

' } RS ANE ) l Poio 3;.‘15{"‘:"'!‘;u:;d,,_\,, LA }

Oftentlmes fa]se teachens in‘theinZeal to omit baptism for the
remission of sins as:a part of God’s:scheme. of redemption, go on
and on about what baptisi. is not..: With  an alaiming -disregard.
for the authority of the New Testament Scriptures, 'they. assert that
baptism is not for the remission of sins, baptism is not essential to
salvation; ‘baptismis-is: not. ai:past of ithe savingigospel, baptism is
not part of Spreaching Christ;reteit "W, too, weulddlike to -point
dut some 'things- that ‘baptism’is:not; however, we:warn: you, our
list will be quite: different from somie you might havé heard- sincei
ours is'rooted.in. book,.chapter,Jand verse— sttalght from- lhe> Bible‘
T P IR TR LT 1 (TSNP TEIs B 1S SRS TTRS FEPIREY (I B R

.+ To began, with; baptism.is: n@tfamomxenal matter,,.mstead, it
is. a.icommaud. of:God: + Jesus -oommissioned His; dis¢iples 080’
wosld-wide, teaching and, “{baptizing:..in: the1name -of; the: Father,
and. of the Son,:and of the Holy: Ghost...?” (Matt. 28:19),...On the:
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day of Pentecost alien sinners:weré commanded ‘to be ‘baptized' for
the remission of sins (Acts 2:38). And, what could be plainer than
Acts 10:48? Peter brought this message to Cornelius and his
household:: ““And he Commanded them'to be:baptized in thé name
of the Lord.” ' Surely;-our respéct for the word of God forbids us
to make an arhituary distiriction between an important commanid
of God and.an-unimportant.one, an ‘esséntial dommand and an un-
essential onme. Therefore, ‘we:ought ‘not' parrot such man- made
slogans as “You will want to be baptized after you are saved,”
“Believe, get saved, and then be baptized.” No, we must belleve
and teach exactly what Jesus said: “He that believeth and is
baptized shall be saved" (Mark 16 16)

Then agam, baptxsm is not a mere sign that sins have already
been forgiven; rather, baptism is associated with the actual washing
away of sins. = Ananias commanded, Saul of . Tarsus to “Arise,
and be baptized, and wash 2 away thy sms, ‘calling on the name of
the Lord” (Acts 22:16). While we would not want to deny that
there -is ‘much in baptism' that  is’ symbohc-after all, it is an apt
figure of the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Hlmself-stlll'
we miss the meaning of baptism altogether if we reduce it to just a
mere sign of forgiveness. Paul teaches in Romans 6 that in
baptism—of course preceded by faith and repentence—we put off
the old man of sin and become a new creature; indeed, we age
“born of water and of the Spmt” (Jn 3:5). .-

And ﬁnally, baptlsm is not a work of man; how could it be,
seeing as how God has bound it on man? 'If bapt1sm isa work at
all, then, it must theréfore be 'a 'work of God! When one is bap-f
tized for the remission of sins he has done no more nor less than
that which God commanded him to do: Furthermore, hear the
apostle Paul: “Not by words of rnghteousness whnch we have done .
but accordmg to hls mercy he “saved us, by the washmg of
regeneration and renewing of the' i—Ioly Ghost™ (Titus 3: 5). What
else could this washing of regeneration be but baptism? Obv:ously,"
it is not Holy Ghost baptism or any renewing of the Spirit since
that also is listed in the verse— they are not the same thing but
they work toward the same result. So, Paul vetoes the popular
idea that bapism is a work of man; to the contrary, like faith (John
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6:29);. bapt;sm s ;a7 work. of - obedne.nce commanded by GO’d
Almxghty‘ o Ll By i ;
IEEREIE TS0 TS B 5e. A i R Ln

T Every emuse .and- qunbble ralsed; a:gamsj;’ baptlSm" for the
remission /jof - §ins can be déstroyed by a carefiil stiidy ofthe Bible.
Dg.not:be misleadibyrthe:efforts naf1 Sdtan ‘and: his; ministers: to
underming; God'srplat:iof ssalvation; Justvgememberw -He‘ that’
beheveth and is: baptizedshall ‘be: rsaved 2ol ,
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+-What Does TheB;Iblé Tea

Concernung The Lord s Supper

piren il

1 It was’ m‘stltdted”‘y the L _,,:,;‘u_, o)
ey :
2. It was taught by the apostles (J Cor, 10 16~17. 1L23-26»
Acts 2 42) . o

PR N | £ consxsts of unleavened bread and frult of rthe vine. ( I
Gor 11;-26 Lk.:22:13, 17-20).- T

45( I’t was observed every ﬁrst day of the week (Acts 2*42
2,0p7) i il IR

5. Tt was not for anyone “but 'for C‘hnstlans‘(’[ ot 11:27-29;
Lk 22 18 20 Acts 207 Matt 26 26- 29 Jno 3 55 Mk 16 15,1 6)
o 6. It was nqt a sacrament euqhanst de51gned on]y for pnests
1n a plergy, hteraily the body and bood of Jesus, to be observed_
sPasmodlcallv ‘

ST e R A S VR ESE IR PR

The church of Chrlst meeta on 1he ﬁrst day of therweek to
break bread smg, pray,, study the Blble to .encourage one anotber

.....

Th;.s is,
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YOUR ATTENTION PLEASE !

Radio Sri Lanka Broadcasts

ENGLISH—The Voice of Truth—Speakers : Reggie
Gnanasundaram J.C. Choate, John Stacy.
All correspondence should be sent to The Voice of
Truth, Post Box 3815, New Delhi 110049.

Mondays—9 : 00.to 9 : 15 P.M.
Wednesdays—9 : 00 to 9 : 15 P.M.

HINDI—Satya Susamachar—Speaker : Sunny David.
All correspondence should be sent to Satya-
Susamachar, Post Box 3815, New Delhi 110049.

Tuesdays—9 : 00 to 9 : 15 P.M.
Thursdays—9 : 00 to 9 : 15 P.M.
Fridays—9 : 00 to 9: 15 P.M.
Sundays—1:30 to 1 : 45 P.M.

‘TELUGU—The Voice of Truth--Speaker : Joshua Gootam.
All correspondence should be sent to The Vowe of
Truth, Post Box 80, Kakinada 533001.

Sundays—2:30to 2:45 P.M.
Tuesdays—2 :30to 2: 45 P.M.
Thursdays—2 : 30 to 2 : 45 P.M.
Fridays—2 : 30 to 2: 45 P.M.
Saturdays—2 : 30 to 2 : 45 P.M.
TAMIL—The Way of Truth—Speaker : P.R. Swamy

All correspondence should be sent to The Way of
Truth, Post Box 3301, Bangalore 560033

Tuesdays—5 : 30 to 5: 45 P.M.
Thursdays—6 : 45 to 7 : 00 P.M.,
Fridays—6 :45t0o 7: 00 P.M.
MALAYALAM—The Voice of Truth—Speaker :
John Chandy.
All correspondence should be sent to Church of Chrlst,
Thevally, Quilon—9 (Kerala).
Tuesdays—3 :45to 4: 00 PM
Fridays—3 : 45 to 4 : 00P.M.
ALL ARE ENCOURAGED TO LISTEN
Bible Correspondence Courses and Christian Literature
are available in these different languages from the
addresses listed.  Also the radio sermons are available in
book form.

Print India New Delhi-110064
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KINDLY NOTE

If you are receiving more than one copy of The
Bible Teacher you are requested to let us know
your Mailing Numbers written on the lable of
your Address; This will help us check dupli-
cation of Addresses. '

Thank you.
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