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‘The Keys of the Kingdom

In Matthew 16:19, after Peter had confesséd Christ as the Son
f God, and after Christ had responded by saying that on the fact
hat he was the Son of God he would built his church, he went on
6 say, “And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of
1eaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound
n heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be
oosed in heaven”,

In the beginning of this conversation, Christ had asked the
\postles as a group what they thought of him. Peter, being a
eader of leaders, was the one who responded by confessing him as
he Christ the Son of the living God. That confession, however,
vas not only a statement of Peter’s faith in Christ, but voiced the
aith that all of the apostles had in him. So, all of the apostles
vould have been mcluded in the promise concerning the keys of
he kmgdom

:The question that comes to- mind is this ; What are the keys
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of the_r kingdom? First of all, let us define the kingdom in this
settin‘gf"_ In the context, reference is made to the church. Christ,
being ‘acknowledged as the Son of God, said that he would build
his church upon that fact or that rock or that foundation. The
church, therefore, is the subject under consideration in this passage
of scripture. '¥ét, he.goes on to talk about the'kingdom. Is he
talking about two différent things? Not at all. Actually, the
church. and the kingdom are the same. These terms are used
mterchangeably and have reference to the same institution, that is,
those who have obeyed God ‘and have been added to'the ¢hurch
or have become a part of the church (Acts 2:47), the Lord’s family
(Ephesians 3:15;.1 Timothy 3:15), the spiritual body of Christ.
(1 Corinthians 12: 27)." In. the book of Acts we read of the esta-
blishment of the church (Acts 2) but -olso in the same book
reference is made a number of times to the kingdom of God, as in
Acts 1:3; Acts 8:12; Acts 20:25, and so on. - Theére can be no doubt
but that the kingdom and the church are the same in all of these
instances. In .Colossians 1:13 Paul is speaking to the.church at
Colosse, but he says concerning the membeérs of the church there,
including himself, “Who hath delivered us from the power of
darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear
Son”. In other words, he is talking here about the church bemg
the kingdom of God or the kmgdom of Christ. '

With the kingd,om - being as the church; our next concern is,
what are the keys of the kingdom or the church? We know. thal
a key locks and unlocks entrances; such as-a gate or a door, -The
keys of the kingdom would therefore have reference to the opening
and closing of the door of the kingdom or the church. The Lorc
said then' that he would give these keys to the apostles. But we
know that the keys he had in mind would not be literal or physical
but spiritual. ‘That being so, we now need to find out what - those
spiritual keys would be.. Let us keep in mind that when the Lorc
gave the apostles the Great Commission, he commanded them tc
‘go -and preach the gospel to every creature (Mark 16:15,:16), tc
teach all nations. (Matthew 28:19). What was the purpose of this’
To tell them what the Lord required of them, to make . known -hi:
will, to state the conditions of pardon, and therefore to produc
faith that-would lead: them. to obedience and salvation—salvatio:
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that exists only in:the kingdom: = So,we:sé¢: that when the Lord
‘gave:-the rapostles the keys of the. kingdom, he was simply giving
them, the power: or the-authority to . reveal to man what God would

‘have them 40.do to be saved so that they- mxght -enter the kmgdom
or church. e

it Now, turp with me to the book of Acts, chapter;. two. Here
iWeo -have: - the-apostles. preaching the gospel :for the first time
to a large gathering on the day of Pentecost in the city of Jerusalem.
‘The regord says that after they had received the power of the Holy
Spitit . to enable them.to speak in other languages, to remember all
the things-that Jesus had taught them, and to. perform miracles,
that. they' pointed . out that what was happening was according to
whdt had been prophesied: that Jesus Christ had come to this
'world, that he: had performed.miracles to prove that he was the
Sonrof God,:that he had been. crucified -on-a-cruel cross, had ‘been
Mburied,  had arisen from the grave, and had returned to the Father
in:heayen to sit.down at the:right hand-of God: to reign as King
of  ’kings and .Eord of lords. Going on, it says, “Now when they
‘héard:this; they’ were' pricked in:their-heart; and said unto Peter
-and: to: the rest-of the Apostlés, Mén and-brethren, what shall we
do? . Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every
one; of .vou in- the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins,
:and ye shall receive the gift of .the Holy Ghost. For the promise
4siufito:you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even
as many as the Lord our God shall call. And with many other
words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this
untoward generation. Then they that gladly received his word
were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about
three thousand souls”. (Acts 2: 37-41) Then in Acts 2:47 we
read, ‘““And the Lord added to the church dally such as should be
saved”.

From the foregoing, what have we learned? That there were
people, who were not in the kmgdom or church. They were lost.
Hh¥§ knew ot the Lord and his saving power. Then the apostles
preached Christ to be saved. As a result they became believers
and then they repented of their sins and were baptized for the
remission. of their sins. The Lord saved.them, adding them to his
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church or kingdom.'~ What does this ‘mean?  That the apostles
taught - them or revealed to them ‘or gave to them the terms of
admission, instructing them in what'they would have to do to be

saved and to enter the church. These instructions, then, were the
keys of the kingdom. :

What they taught on' this day, being guided by the Holy
Spirit, would be bound in heaven. As:a result, these things would
continue to be binding; eventually being written down and incorpo-
rated in the pages. of the New Testament, so that they would
continue to be binding on man as long as time should stand. This
means that the things that were binding then are still binding now.
On the other hand, the things that they loosed or did not bind,
would be loosed in heaven or would not be binding on man from
that day to this. Therefore, when one turns to the book of Acts
and reads what the apostles taught that one must do to - be saved,
he. must believe it and obey it if he wants to be saved and to
become a member of the Lord’s church. One cannot change. that
law orignore it and still be saved. He must do exactly what ‘they
taught, for it is binding on .one and all alike. - So the apostles
opened the doors of the kingdom through their teaching, and those
who heard it were able to enter the kingdom as they received “the
teaching and obeyed it. Those who would not believe it and obey
it were not able to enter in. The same is true today as we deal

with ‘the teaching of the apostles in the pages of the New Testa-
ment.

assacuwe

Lbst For The Lové of .'Posseéﬂ-sii_:)tns

There is a beautiful and yet a'sad story recorded in the books
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of Matthew, Mark and .Luke in-the Néw Téétament of the Bible,
There are many powerful and practical lessons that we can learn
from this story. In Mark’s record we read, ““And when he was
gone forth into the way, there came one running, and kneeled to
him, and asked him, Good Master, ‘what shall I do that I may
inherit eternal life? And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me
good? there is none good but one, that is, God. Thou knowest
the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not
steal, Do not bear false witness, Defraud not, Honour thy father
and mother. And he answered and said unto him, Master,all
these have I observed from my youth. Then Jesus beholding him,

and said unto him, One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell what-
soever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have
treasure in heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follow me.

And he was sad at that saying, and went away grieved: for he had
great possessions. And Jesus looked round. about, and saith. unto
his disciples, How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the
kingdom of God! And the disciples were astonished at his words..
But Jesus answereth again, and saith unto them, Chlldren, how
hard 1t is for them that trust in riches to enter into the kingdom of
God! It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle,

than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. And they
were astonished out of measure, saying among themselves, Who.
then can be saved? And Jesus looking upon them saith, Wlth men
it is impossible, but not with God: for with 'God all things are,
possible”. (Mark 10: 17-27)

. Here was a man who was so much excited about Jesus. He
had, of course, heard about Jesus many wondetful things. Now
as he came to know that Jesus was going through a certain way,
he came running to him to meet him. He didn’t just casually
walked, but he ran to come to him. He saw the opportunity and
realized the seriousness of it. He didn’t want to miss Jesus, because
he believed Jesus has the right answer for his question. During
his ministry Jesus has said, “For the Son of man is come to seek
and save that which was lost”, (Luke 19:10),  He still invites
people, saying, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn
of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest
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unto your souls. - For .my yoke is.easy, and my:barden:is:light’?.
(Matthew 11: 28*30) Today his name is: being . preached ~and his
gospel is being declared.- But not all who hear about him:are
coming to him. Therefore many in the day of judgment: will:-be lost
for procrastinating. Many do not realize the importance of coming
to Jesus. and the seriousuess of the opportunity they ‘have:.in this
life and the value of the soul-they posséss: The message of Gbd is
still as fresh as it was in the - first century, “For-God so loved: the
world, that he gave his.only begotten Son, that whosoever beligveth
in him should not perish, ‘but have. everlasting life”’. (John:3:16). ::

Next, we see, the man in-our story, when ke came fo Jésus he
kneeled before him, worshipped him. He had respect for Jesus
He humbled himself before him. His attitude therefore is commen-
dable. The Bible says; “Humble yourselves therefore ‘undér the
mighty-hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time”. (1 Peter
5:6). Jesus taught, “Except ye be converted, and become as- little
children; ye shall not €nter into: thé kingdom of heaven. - thoso-
ever therefore shall humble himself as this fittle child, the same s
greatest in the kingdom of heaven”. (Matthew 18:3, 4). There are
some today who want to come to Jesus, but thexr prlde stop them

1
ik

who were afraid that 1f they would comé to Jesus they would ‘be
thrown out of the synagogue and’ wotld lose their position. People
love their power and position more than the Lord and HlS word ‘
But one should humble himself to come to Jesus. =~ "~ "~ ‘

Then we read, the man who came to Jesus addressed him as
“Good Master”. No doubt he had good intention, he had- learnéd
about the powerful teachings of Jesus, so he wanted'to praise “and-
honour him, therefore he said to him, “Good Master”.’ But how
did Jesus reply? Jesus told him, “Why callest thou -me ‘good?
there is mone good but one, that is, God.” Surely, Jests was
worthy to be called Good Master, because he was the Son of ‘God,
and the brightness of God’s glory and the express image' of His
person. (Hebrews 1:3). ‘But he chose to live on earth as a common
and ordinary man. In fact, the Bible says, tat he took upoa: him'
the form of a servant, that is, he livéd like a servant. We fead,
“‘Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: ‘Who,
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»eing in the form of God, thought it not robbery:to be ‘equal ' with
Jod: But made himself of no reputation, and took upon‘him the
orm of a servant, and was'made in'the likeness of men: and being’
ound’ in fashion as a man, he humbled himself; and became
ybedient unto death, even he death of the cross”. (Philippians 2:5-
). What a striking contrast we observe between Christ and those:
vho claim to be his ministers and teachers of his word! When
esus: would not accept to be called Good Master, such people
lesire to be called ‘“Reverend”; “Father"; and “Pope”, ‘etc., - etc.;
Dear reader; do you know, all of these names belong to God? The
3ible says,: God’s name ‘is Reverend. (Psalm 111:9). Padri and
>ope means Father. And Jesus said that we should not call any
nan our father, religiously. He said, ‘““But be not ye called Rabbi:

or_ome is your Master, even Christ; and.all ye are brethren, And
,all no man your father upon the earth for one is your. Father,
vhich is in heaven. Neither be ye called masters: for one is yopr
Vlaster, even Christ. ‘But he that is greatest among you shall be
jour servant. And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abaSedB
ind he that shall humb]e ‘himself shall be exalted.” (Matthew
3:8- 12) .

The question that the man of our story..asked -is very much
ote worthy. He asked, ““What shall 1.do that I ‘may inherit
ternal life?”” . This shows the man was very much concerned.-about
iis soul. He was very rich because he had great possessions, but.
e knew that nothin g of this world could lead him to eternal life.
1e realized that there is something that he must do to be saved, to
nherit eternal life. So he wanted to know from Jesus, “What.
hall I do that I may inherit eternal life”. Are you concerned
tbout your soul? I am sure you have asked many questions in the
ast few days, such as, “How much should I pay?” or “What will
~get?” But have you ever considered the most important question:
‘What shall I do.that I may inherit eternal life?”” ‘““What should

do to be saved from my sin?”” Have you?

~ Since the man lived under the law of Moses, as the New
lestament of Christ was still in future, it had not yet come into
orce (Hebrews 9:15-17), Jesus told the man, who had asked him
he question, to keep the Ten Commandments of the law of Moses.
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However, the man replied, ‘“Master, all these have 1 observed from
my youth”., What an excellent thing. The man was so much
religious that he observed the law of God from his youth. Usually
our young people think that religion is some thing for the old
people only. They want to wait until they get old enough. to be
religious. But I would like to encourage you to read in your Bible
from Ecclesiastes chapter 12, the wise man exhorts, ‘‘Remember
now thy creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come
not, nor the years daaw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no
pleasure in them”. Yes, remember and serve your Creator NOW
when you have time and opportunity, and -'when you have strength
to serve him.,

Another thing about the man in the story we note-that he was
honest and sincere, but he was lost. And therefore Jesus beholding
him, felt pity for him, and said to him, “One, thing thou lackest:
go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor; and
thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take up the cross,
and follow me”. The mere giving of his possessions was not in
itself to save him, it only tested his fitness for the discipleship.
"Jesus could see right in his heart and he found one thing lacking
in him, that is, he loved his possessions more than any:thing else,
even more than his soul. But one cannot serve God and mammon
together. (Matthew 6:24). Before one can follow Christ to have
the eternal life he must repent, that is, turn from loving his posses-
sions to love Christ. He must quit the love of his possessions,- sin,
or any thing else that he loves more than Christ or is first-in his
life. Jesus taught, “Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise ‘perish”.
(Luke 13:3). But the sad part of the story is that the man was
not willing to repent, he didn’t want to leave his possessions, even
though the Lord promised him that he would have treasure in
heaven. What a sad thing! He was a fine religious man, he was
honest and sincere, but yet he was far from the eternal life just
because he lacked ONE THING! Friends, this ought to humble us,
this should be a warning to us, because, in the day of judgement
many good and honest and sincere and religious people will find
themselves outside the boundries of heaven, eternally lost, maybe
just because they would lack one thing. (Matthew 7:21). Yes, one
thing! Do you believe in Christ with all your heart? (John 8:24;
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Acts 8:37). Have you repented from your sins? (Acts 2:38; 17: :30,
31).. Have you been baptized, immersed in water, for the forglve-
ness of your sins? (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 22:16). Are you faithfully
followmg Christ? (Revelation 2:10). None of these things can - be
left out; To be saved one must do all of them. What do you lack?
Remember- one thing can make all the difference.

When Jesus ‘told the man what he shou]d do to mherlt eternal
life, we read, “And he was sad at that saymg, and went away
gtLeved. for he had great possess1ons” ‘What a tragedy The man
was not wﬂlmg to give up the temporary for the eternal. Certaln]y,
he was. the man of poor _]udgment, At the end of his life’s journey
with Jesus he. was .going. to get treasure in heaven and the eternal
life to enjoy, but he chose worldly possessions in its p]ace, and
went away grieved, Many today are not ready to follow. Jesus
because they are not wﬂlmg to give up- the love of money and the
love of things and the love of people. Thus by loving their posses-
sions and posmons more than Christ and eternal life they are
repeating the mistake the man in our story made. Jesus warned:
“Who soever will come after me, let him deny himself, and lake up
his cross, and follow. me. Whosoever, will save his life shall lose
it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel’s,
the same shall save it. For what shall it proﬁt a man, if he shall gain
the whole world, and lose his own soul? Or what shall a man give
in exchange for his soul?” (Mark 8:34-37). How far are you from
the eternal life? What do you lack? Are you ready to follow
Jesus? Are you wmmg to glve up any thmg for him?

Absolute Necessuty Of New
. Testament Authorlty

: Terry Lee Preston !

The need for Divine approval, permission, or authority in
matters pertaining to God is clearly indicated by Hebrews 7:11-14.
In this great text the author argues that the Old Testament Law
had to be removed in order for Christ Jesus to become God’s High
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Priest. His arguthentation is simple: Jesus sprang frdm 'the tribe
of - Judah; but the Law of Moses said nothing concermng ohe from
Judah serving as priest: therefore- Jesus could not serve as High
Priest -undér' the Law of Moses. ‘But Jests was made Htgh Priest
by God, with an oath, and smce he could not serve as High® Priest
under the Law of Mosés, the Law was first removed, or abolished.
Preachers would do well to study and learn this argument for the
Priesthood of Christ nulhﬁes the Law of Moses forever. The point
of “this particular reference, however is this: the silence of the
scriptures with regard to Judean’ ‘Priesthood did not PERMIT, but
rathér FORBADE Judean Priesthood. _It was not necessary that
God say, “Thou shalt not.” The very fact that God did not
authorize them to serve meant that He did not want them to serve,

= The necessity of Dinive authority in matters pertaining to God
is an eternal principle. Neither the Old Testament nor the New
Testament allows man to assume that a belief or practice is accep-
table. On the contrary, the New Testament clearly commands man
to “Prove all things” ‘(1 Thes. 5:21). Furthetmore, the New
Testament speéifically commands that we have Divine authority
for all that we teach or practice in matters pertaining to God (Col.
3:17). If God does not authorize ‘an activity, then obvmusly He
does not wint it done.’ 'If, on the other hand, God wants us to do
something, then we can find authority ; for it i the Néw Testament
of Jesus Christ, whlch is the only source of Dlvme authorlty for
today.

THE COMMAND
“And whitseever ye do,in; -word or-deed,:do all inthé.name of
the Lord Jesus...” (Col 3: 17) God has delegated to His Son all
authority in heaVen and in earth. (Mt. 28718). : It follows, then,
that God would require man to respect and submit to the authority
of His Son. Considering that matters. pertaining to God must be
authorized before they are permitted, it follows that those in sub-

mission to His Son must have the Son’s approval or authorlzatxon
in these matters

The full nnportance of Colossians 3:17 may be better reahzed
when broken down: Whatsoever—i.e. anything or everything :Ye—
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»1Saint and faithful brethren (Col. 1:2):: Do—i.e; actively:: bring: to
copassti Tn: Word*=by. -teaching. or:' commmiicating; "In BPeed-L-by
tipractice;i Dio: All—not - just somej: Ih The: Name:-Of-—i.¢. with
.=approval,. permission, :authority, :and en-behalf :.ofy The Lord—i.e.
~:absolirte monarch; Jesus-—Possessor-of -all anthority : ‘Standing alone

this passage teaches that for anything and everything. that-God’s

children do, whether in doctrine or practice, they must have the

ain, whu;h Chnst Jesus serves as ngh Pnest (Heb 2 17) 5 ,g;gn-
‘gequently, in, matters, pertammg to,, ¢ qd, ,whether m doctrine, or
,practice,, yvhatsqever we do. muyst, be quthorlzed by, .the Lg,rd Jesus, If
;) behef or praqtlce is not; authel:;zed thep; 11; npt permtted. It is

mg to God The _very fa,ct that Chnst d1d not authonze a» hehef
..9r, pr,aci;lq,e is proof that he doeq not approve qf it,.  on s

o b

RNt '-ﬂ
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N APPLICATION OF THE’ COMMAND, v

. -‘) Cgost o STNIAER A Loty it en guim oo B
oust The New . Testament does not 'say “Thoéu shalt:not u&e nulk
,and pork: chops in observing:the Lord’s:Supper.: Daees this:mean

:: that 'we may use-milk.and. pork chops:-in:the Lord’s. Supper:and
-have! his}blessing? . .:No: The :silence of the Scriptures-with regard
2o milk’ and: pork chops:does not permit;: buti: rath¢r .forbids:their

“ouskso ltiwaschot-necessary for: Christito say,“ Thou shalt-not.: The
svery fast-that Christ did: not-authorize - the 'means:iithat -he:-does
I:mot :want them used: Farthermore; since no‘authorizationisigiven,
:'theiriise would violate:the; principle taught'in: Hebrews: 7:12-14-and
-:the-direct commandment found i in. Colossxans 3:19;:and * 'wounld :‘be,

N R
’

a’therefore,'smful oL R B P ot RN PAINRESRRFEeE S H
Bagiianinn o Y ol Lo by ‘..».w‘l,.,- RTINS
The WOI’Shlp of God is certam]y with the scope of “Those
things which pertain to'“God.”" :This being the case, then, what-
ever is done in worship of God must be authorized by the Lord
»Jesus, rand: omly-thdse things for. which His-authority. can:be:found
- d1e permittéd. - Christ: has anthorized in! His Dew Testament: singing
:{Col; 3:16),.praying (1 Tim;2:8), Lord’s Suppér (I Cor.:11:2325),

.gimg (ICon, 16:1;2),:and preaching:(Acts 20:7)... Had He wanted
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:other forms : of worship He would have:aithorized them~—but He
. did not. .-Christ nowhere authorized bowing before'sacred images,
burning incense, counting :beads, -or using “mechanical' instruments
of music such. as pianos, ‘organs, guitars, tambourines, saxephones,
- etc., and 'since no. authontzatlon is gwen for suchr practm'es‘?tﬁeyz are
- therefore smful . . Ciate L s era el

’ ° i : R ) uJu“HJ

The church'of the llvmg ‘God' is “also”’ w1ih1h the “$cope-of
things which - ‘pertain to God (I Tlm 3 15)." “The’ necessity of the
authority of the Lord in matters pertainiig ‘to the ‘church’ s “nide
more evident by the fact that Christ Jesus is the head of the church
~ (Bph. 5:23). Only he has-the-right to-set- policy; and to -détermine
organization, requlrements for" entering the ¢huirchyits fatWS, and
its mission. Through His inspired ’épbstles and'-prophéts? Christ
' bullt His “church in‘the first century-and gave Hls New “Pestarhiént
as its only standard of authority.- This’ New Testament  aifHobizes
ONE universal church (Eph. 4:4) comprising individuat'é8ngrega-
tions (Rom. 16:16), each having its own qualified overseers and
servants (Phil.- 1:1), éach’teaching the same doctrine (2 John 9-11)
and functioning as the “‘pillar and ground of the truth” (I Tim.
3:15).- The New Testament does'not authorize:dividing inté deno-
- minations and teaching different doctrines. ‘Nor does it :sgnotion
the organizational ‘machinery of the various'sects.' ‘The idea of a
group of people controlling a plurality of churEhes- is :also‘ foreign
to its pages. Other: unauthorized mattersiinclude wearihg:the mames
of men, voting on new members; sprinkling or pouring. instead::of
- baptism, religious. titles: 'such: as’ reverend, - woinen: préaching or
leading prayer; and fund-raising -gimmicks such as:bazaarsiand
bingo. "In view of the fact that no-auhorization is:given: forisuch
- matters, they are therefore sinful. The: silence of ithe iScriptufes
with regard to these matters does not permit, but rather forbids

them. In order to be permltted an action must be authorized.

: o 4 3 (IL’ “’ /! )[l
CONCLUSI@N*
! o e Trdiews o sneh Bl iavs

vIn matters pertaining to God we :mdy ~do:‘oxly: those 4hings
-anthorlzed iby. .Christ in the New Testamenti*: . In:such imatters: the

‘SILENCE of the Scriptures means NOu' { “Andiwhatsoevet ye' do
invword--or -deed, - do- 4l in:the-game of the'Lotd Jesus!).%

vl ’llﬁ'-
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3:17)i1This lis: 3:.command of..the Lord (I- Cor.: 14:37) who"
admonishes “If ye love me, keep my commandments”’ (John 14;15)..
Every thing that Christ .desires.of man may be found: in. the New
Testament., . If: he .did.-not authorize a belief or practice, then he
does,not approve of it,. His authority in matters pertaining to God
is an absoluteinecessity;:and those who seek- the .“Way of truth”
(2 Pet. 2:2) will base all of their beliefs'and practices upon a “Thus
saith the Lord™.

EERSTE A SN I

TS /J‘I BRI

Why Weaerhe Name Chrustlan

Jobn“A. Mays -

B o T R R IPE T - :

LThe term 'Chnstflaﬂ is used rather loosely today To - most
peoplednyone: who"bb]ie'ves in‘Christ is a Christian. Most religious
schéols twho teach about Christ® are called Christian * schools, ‘no
matter-" ‘what' faith‘they': may ‘be: Americais oftencalled  a
Chtistigti mationi. Ate we using the" word - borrectly‘? How is it
used'in the Bible and what does 1t mean"‘ S

IR I A RN ' : ',

S@P Itis- the ﬁame given' by‘ God-to His'people; the church. -
In T6aiah 63:2'we read; $And the Gentiles- $hall’see ‘thy righteous-
ness; and’ all* ‘kmgs thy <glory: and thou ‘sﬁalfbe called by a new
nam¥;Which 'the mouth'6f the Eord shall name.” After the gospel
hadi:béen' 'preached to'tHe Gentiles and many had obeyed we find
that they - were given' this' new ‘name, fulfilling this- prophecy.

Andlthe‘dlscxples ‘were’called Christians first in Antioch.” This
is thé*newi'héme whichwds given by the Lord. * Some would have
us itolbelievé  that! thi$ name was given in’ derision or as an insult- -
ing.ni¢khame. Those who teach such are those who call themselves
by somethmg other than the name Chrlstlaﬂ

‘This name was given by God and- Paul tried to get people ‘to -
become Christians. -‘In' Acts' 26:27-29 ‘we find, ““King Agrippa,
believest thouithe prophiets? +1 know . that’ ?‘thou*»‘ believest. - Then
Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuaded me to be a Chris-
tiami: ‘And Paul said; T'would to God, -that' not -only thou, but



14

also ' 4lli that' hear nié this-day] were both almost) and altogethér =
such as T dnvbxcépt thése bonds.”:  No:doubt; thé -early followers'::
of the' Lord sufféréd:for ‘wearing tHis‘'name but they’ wore itjust the !
satfe, - Peter said; “But:lef none of you suffer-as a: murdérer; -or i
as'+a’'thief, ‘or ‘as'an:” evﬂdéér,v ior-asia busy-body in other ‘men’s:
matters! “Yet if any afian/suffér’ ds-a: ‘Christian; lét lﬁm ndf be -
asharned; but let him-glorify' God 'oni this behalf.”® - s (&7 45 I

VAL D

LRI S S R
PR T S SRS S 4

We need to wear the name today because this is the name the
church wore in the First Century. We do not find where they ever
wor% thig names ﬁaptgst Methodist, Presbyterlan; Cabtl‘lv’hc;\{Peq,ta-
costal, Mormon, Jehovah’s Witness, or any of the many other
human religious names peoglgkwpa&tqg@{_.

The name Christian means one who belongs to Christ. We
often hear it sajd:that Christian means, Christ-like. . - Itis.-true; that
a Ghristian shonld be. Christ-like in:thaf; he follows Christ’s-Word, .
but this is nof. the meaning of Christian, .. Webster says, .:.ani.or; .
-iap alsorcan...one that.is.of or belonging to (American).(Floridian)..
(Wgslegyan),”: A .Christian;is. one. whe .belongs to:, Christ, ... He: has-:
been purchased by the blood: of Christ. Paulitold the'elckers ofithe..;
church at Ephesus “to feed the church of God, which he hath pur-
chaged;; with;.his - own“blood” (Acts. 20:28). .Paul ;wrote, toithe
Church, at. C,ormth “What" Know.ye not.that your body, is. the::
templg . ~of jthe: Holy;Ghost which is in. you, which ye have ofGod,;;
and ye are not your own? For 1ye. are bought with 2 prlgc ut;her -
God’s” (1 Cor. 6: 19 20) In Galatlans 3: 29 he sald “And xf i yg i
be Christ’s then.are ye Abraham’s seed; and, heirs according to, ;he
promyse.”?;; Not all the people who-call, themselves: Christians are:
Chnstlans . Only those.: who. have.. obeyed. the plan of salvgtlo,n
recorded in ‘the, Bible are Christians.. Ong .must hear .ghg,;werd,,,z.
believe the word, believe Jesus to be the: Son of (God, repent ef his (o
sins, confess Christ as the Son of God, and be baptized in water,
in the- name of the Father, and of the Son and. of the Holy Spirit,
for the remission of sins. (Rom. 10:13-17; Mk. 16:15; 167 John .
8: 24}, Acts 17: 30 R,om 10:9, 10; Acts 2 38 Rgm 6:3-18)x0xl1 1oisileg
roning hing e ‘Z"";/'\.

1s a person a Chnsuan after he has left. the truthiand no:..
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longer, obeys the-Lord?. The answer isyes.: He of she still belongs

lo the Lord,,; They, are upfaithful . but. they. do-not have to be born
again, . but. must retyrn.to the fold by repenting of sins and asking "
Forngenpsg pf God and.the church in order. that they - might.ibe: :

foggiven and- restored to the fold that they may receive their etemal 1
mhentance., (o , :

,3 ‘-_,v-;

(Ef)"r jl'he name Chrlstlan is to dxstlngulsh us from others (A
wrfe itakes her husband’s name in marriage, ThlS shows she

Viyiiid

’e ongs to hlm In Genesis’ 5:2.we read “Male and female created .
1e thém: and blessed them, and called theu’ name Adam, in | th_e

iay “\Wwhen' | hey were created >’ They Were both called Adam She
]0W belqnged tlo hlm as hlS w1f . ,

il

The' ¢huitéh 1§ “the’ Bride “of Chrl' that ye shoulq
ndfridd! “to- aﬁdth‘et’ 'even to Rit Who i rafsed from the dead, t} at
ve -shotitd bring fofrth-fruif tntd God” (Rom. 7: 4) 'The Spirit saxd ,
---Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife” (Rev.
'1 :2). . Paul said, “For I am jealous over you w1th godly _]ealoulsy
or l haVe esponsed y0"u to 6né husband, that I may present .you -
S a chaSte vn‘gln fo Chrlst”’ (II Cor ll 2) "Yes, we are to wear.
he namé pﬁf éi’lan because We belong to Chrrst as H1s bnde '
utlt)” To: wear the:name Chiristian honors Chrrst "To wear the
ame »*Wesleyan® homois: :J6hn | ‘Wesley. '*Lutheran * honors,’
Aartin Eadther. :/“Pentecostal” . honors a' Jewish feast day of the 5‘_
)1d<Testam<=;nt tlmes And:ohand | on we could gor g

What name are you weanng" Are you a Chrrstxan" Are you .
roqd to wear that name which shpws that ‘you belong to Chrlst?
Jogs your, hfe hono; that name?

i Jll l:"'{r; GO e

Things Not Found: In The Book Of
o Revelatlon i
-':v‘,‘“. Cl;ﬂ?ord DlXOll S ;_- ~.;J

i

cEr v e gy

fSomdﬁpeep}e whotare: speeulaﬁng about the booh of ‘Revela~ -
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tion .need 'ito. read-and understand ‘the- firstiverde-of that‘bddk‘ "
““The:Revelation of Jesus Chist; which' God “gave' ﬂnto"lﬁlﬂ ‘10"
shewi ‘unto: his "sérvants “thing§’' Which-must shoftly* Sotne'to pags::’
and:he sent and ‘signified:it by his angel' ‘unto - ‘his: sefvanf Yohn- -
Notice. :especially-:that - the - book’ ‘contains things’ which* “lﬁﬁst
shortly come to pass”, and that it was written near A.D.”96:" St
the book contains thlngs _shortly to.come.to pass froxq the, tlme
that it was' written. Much m the book thal; geopie apply tP ,the.
end of time came to pass many years a 0,. “The second hjng that 0
we-need to understand about the book 18 that it was," sent and
s1gn1ﬁed” by the angel to John. The book_ of Revelatlo
in symbols 1 do'not Know why it 'was wntten m sym , ! ut .
is crystal clear from the first verse that this is so. To 160k for a
literal fulfillment of the things.of this book. is to,miss the,, pOL;lF: -in
it ¥ntirely. However, there are many,,whq) say that;the, Reyelation. .
cotitains some things ‘which are -not, fo.. be; found, in it.; Let us
]ook at some of tthe .

cs

. i

1) Revelatlon éIoes not Just;fy mstrumqntal musxc m worshlp o
May- people who want to use the instrument-in. worsh}p _say. that .
the “book of Revelatlon -says tha_t thqy are used in heayen ?Ad lf
they can be used in heaven they feel that they certainly can be used
on earth. There are;two passdgesiin Revelationswhere the harps
are mentioned. . They need o tealizeithat:Revelation.is, written anir
symbols Notxce Revelation 5:8—*‘Afid.when .he hadistiaken rthes w?
book, the four and:twenty. eldersfelbdown before the Lambiof i
God, having every one of them harps,. and golden vials full  of
odours, -which ' are the prayers of the' salnts - NoW the vials'of
odours-are symbolic of the prayers’ of the’ samts, then why wouff&)
not the harps be symbolic of the smgﬁng? Tt is 'stated ini the ext”

verse, ““they sung a new song.”

 The sgcond passage is Revelation; {1408~ And L Hednd 3
voice from heaven, as the voice of many waters, and as the voice
- of a great thunder: and 1 hea'rd .the: voice - of ' harpers harping on
their harps: And they sung as it was a new song before the
throne...” Notice it is “As” the-voice of the -thunder and the
waters denoting a symbol then why would not the harpers harping
be symbolical also. - It is a fitting representation, of. what it . takes
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:to chave a song service.” The 'sotind ‘of waters representmg the

i:volume,iand the sound of harpeis: representing’ ‘the melodles, these
mbﬂlng’ the three- essentnals to. smgmg bemg shown i heaven
JLiuStnin ooy b G

xxxxx

; IS you' ;eadlly can ‘see these vel:ses m Revelatlon glve httle
comfort td those ‘stlfylng mstrumental music in their worshxp

] es 6£t e New Testament teacl;l, us..to - sing -in
- 3:16; Eph. 5:19; Heb. 2:12; James 5; 13).

il
SSa,

2. Revelation does not teach that only 144,000 w111 be saved.
)M@nynlapm, this-today,but. the- two: passages they use from thls
symbolical book do not sg.teach,: ;. : co i

In Revelation 7:4 we read, “And I heard the number of them
which were sealed: and. there Wer sealed an hundred and forty.and
fout thousan'of 411 the’tribes of the dhildren of Israel” Are only
the children of Israel to be saved? If the number is literal then the
people would have to be liferal also “This is preposterous! It is
plainly taught in the New Testament that “Whosoever shall call on
the name of the Lord shall be saved” (Rom 10:13; Acts 2:21). In

Revelation ©17:9 ‘he Stated “Afterothis T behéld and lo, a great
sinultitude, which ‘0o man’ could mrmber”ois all fiations, ‘and kin-
(idreds) ! afid 'pedple, and tongues;’ *stood ‘before' the throne, and
| beforéi thie Lamb; clothéd with white robes, and palms in thelr
vhads.”” 1 Thosé- before the ' throne ‘represent those i in heaven and
:olothed in‘white fobeés: deplctsithe:r fhavmg robes Washed m the
| b‘!dud oflthe iLamb(Rev’ 7“14) S

P B T e
N NUEAS RN : LR

RN '\ RevelatiOn 14:1 it seems to 1mply a"ll the saved but we must
"reahze that a symboheal number 1s used tg represent the saved.
to show wha it is like. Ithad'12 foundatlons'fﬁ gates, was 144
.cubits. lugh ,and 12,000 j‘urlongs ,longand wxde (Rev. 21 12, 14,
160 17) l; H o ,] g A,! N D

R IV Y oot e
#1ul If dnultiples of bweivesa were:: .used to descrlbe; tfheuelty fwhy
!shduld mot/multipl¢s-of twelves bestsed tos descmbe the a‘,hrong'that

would enter it? ETICHRIE: FRRTETRNPRI S PARPPONT FTEOR O] |
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... .. 3. .Revelation. does not.teagh a literal earthly: battle r:iof
Armageddon. How people have speculated on the i16th -and. 19t
chapters of -Revelation!. :Such : . speculative ::preaching ~has: " ‘béer
known to scare people into most any doctrinal teaching. Connectec
with the statement of the kings of the earth, gathercig 1o, battle a
Armageddon ‘it is also stated “Behold come 2$.3, ﬂnef * at;uk “1
“is' “done™” depictmg “swift Judgment"' .‘God comgng a.nd 1o pxo-
Jonged earthl& ‘battle. (Rev, 16:14-17), Armageddon s, , the
punishment inflicted by Christ at his Second coming and not some
earthly battle

B TR PRI I
)T /‘1 o

Do not speculate on'd ﬁgurathc Book. You wﬂl contradlc
the plain passages of the New Te's't‘atheht L obtend o

13

b,

Humamsts Lle"s” ih the,NeWspapJ

t

L RSP SOTEN I, o amei S
. The JACKSON SUN can;x,es -a_coluymn.by Eﬂemncﬁaodmnn
".who just loves to cast aspersion against, traditional, views:and swhc
propagates the humamst phllosophy as if there just.is no:other.way

. among mtelhgent .people. .To her;.any: oppos,lt;oq tQ evolution!i

‘ absurd » She deplores eﬁ'orts being made-to.: teach ;the" Biblica
account of Qrigins , alongsxde the: gvolutionist position,.; She; dike
most liberals and humanists, cry lopg: and, lound ;about...freg 1spserct
and fair play, except for those who believe the Bible. She woulc
. have the pubhc schools indoctripate the young with the wqp;tl-Goc
doctrmes ‘but dlS&]lOW cqual time for God s Word T,hls 15.0n€.0:
the reasons our pubhc schools are rapldly becorqmg ‘on of, Ihf
most potent enemies of God m thls natlon (A,merlca)

[R]H]

“In"a. recent column' she: scoffed ‘at Genesié as"‘l‘:!emg “‘gboc
metaphor and bad biology.” She simply asserts Genesis ‘ta" b
a metaphor, which is a false charge. She, nor can any evolution
+ists, show. one biological fact that the Bible contradicts. ': Evolutior
- contradicts the proven. truth that . each: reproduces: xafternlts ikind
But evolutionists ignore that fact. Cibangas t luow
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She makes the gidiculous lie. tha(;, “Theyi(scientists) all support

the notion” of evolution as Darwin suggested. This is a blatant
iie and surely one of access to facts as she knows it to be false.

She is one of these people who think teachers, not parents,
ought.to determine. what a child is to be taught. She denies the
mﬁuence -of “man from anlmal” to” have any adverse effect on
behaviour. She. totally ignores the moral mﬂuence of the Bible,
She just comes rlght out.and asserts that “we are ammals Well
fet ‘Ellen Goodman and those who thmk llke her not ass1gn thenr
clalmed ancestry on us all! :

‘ With the characteristic snobbery of humanists she says,
“‘Creationists _don’t want them (our children) to know our
heritage.” That is another lie; the favorite weapon in the arsenal
of humanists. ‘The very opposite is true. We DO want our
children to know their heritage. ; And- we do not want them to
"swallow the philosophies of atheists which destroy the dignity of
man and the sanctity of huiman life. Alas! Humanists lie, but what
of it, according to their doctrines? Humanism allows it jf it
accomplishes what they want. Truth has no place in thexr voca-
bulary anyway. Everythmg is relatlve and evolvmg ‘

She contradxcts herselt' in her own artlcle enother charactetls-
tic of humanists, ‘when she admits’ science ‘caninot explam origins.
Yet, she bandstands for the schools to teach’ evolutxon as faet and
wou]d deny any other v1ew bemg taught ' '

She closes, but not soon enough, with 'the statement, “They
{creationists) would leave a chill wind for our children to inherit”.
What a lie!. Evolutionists would- have us come from nowhere And
creationists~ “leave a chill*? - Only God oﬂ‘ers us an mhentance
Evolutxomsts offer nothmg but dlspaxr

-But such are the lies -,pouringf into. the minds. of Americans
md-ay in papers, ‘schools; books, TV, etc. “But truth will not die! !
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The Royal Law -

~ John Stacy

“Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God' with
all thy heart, and with all thy soul; and with all thy mind. “This
is’ the first and great commandment "And, the second is Tike unto
it, Thou shalt love thy nexghbour as ‘thyself.” 'On'’ thes¢’ two
commandments hang all the law and the prophets” (Matt 22:37-
40). Notice that in this text Jesus gives two great commandments,
‘though He was asked for only one. The two go together because
they sum up-the law and the"prophets: They sum up the Ten
Commandments. They deal with ‘man’s relationship to God and
man. James 2:8 refers to the second commandment as the “royal
law"”. The royal law that deals with" the love ‘of our neighbors
began in these verses (Lev. 19:18, 34 and Deut. 10:19). The royal
law is ‘alluded to at least ten times in the New Testament. (See’
Matthew 5:43; 19:19; 22:39; Mark 12:30; Luke 10:27; Galatians
5:14). : .

First of all let us analyze this text. “Thou” means ‘“‘you”.
“Shalt love” coxes from the verb ‘agapao’. It means, “to love the
unlovable, the unlovely, those who cannot merit .nor deserve our
love. It is unconquerable benevolence. It also means to act in-
tensely, to eagerly cling to, and to aﬁ'ectlonately admire”. The
word “neighbour” simply means, ““one who is iiear”. Note that we
are to love neighbour as “self. There is nothing wrong with self
love, if it is handled properly.

Secondly, let us consider the love that s lackmg Tt was lack-
ing ‘when the Egypt:ans enslaved the Jews. It was lacking when
early Christians were persecuted. The Nazis and Communists have
shown a lack of this kind of love. We see it quite clearly today
in Afghanistan, and in Iran. Human history in many respects isa
record that contains man’s inhumanity to man. We need to be
aware 'of the fact Christians can and do break this commandment.
Many disobey it, because they really don’t know who their
neighbours are.
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. Thirdly, let’s ask our selves, who. is our nejghbour? In Matthew
543-44 §v,e' l_eafn»that our neighbours and our enemies could well be
thesame, For the Jew, the Gentile was his enemy, but I think:
Jesus also taught, that he was his neighbour as. well. Luke 10.25-
37 teaches us ‘who our neighbour is.. This famous parable about the
gobd Samaritan, teaches us, that; .our.neighbour may. be one who is,
not of our religious belief. Our neighbour does not have to, be in,
our own immediate neighboprhood.Our neighbour is not necessari-
ly one, who is easy to love, one who thinks, acts, and dresses. like
us. [N

In fourth place we may ask ourselves to what extent should
we love our neighbour? We must love them “‘as ourselves”. This
principle is not new (Lev. 19:34; Eph. 5:33). Consider the so called
“golden rule” (Matthew 7:12). - C

As we further consider this subject, let us note how should we
love our neighbour? Again we must love him as ourselves, We
must love him with our attitudes. The priest and the Levites in
the parable of the good Samaritan had the attitude; “what is mine
is mine:and T.am going to keep it”. The Safnritan 'had the attitude,
‘““what is mine is thine and 1 am going to share it”. We must love
our neighbour with our actions; The Ten ‘Commandments were
divided into two séctions. One dealt with man’s relationship with
God and the other his relationship with man. From a negative
standpoint our actions toward our neighbours  would
include; refraining from killing or stealing from them. We must
not commit adultery with them nor bear false witness against them,
We must not covet what they possess (Deut. 5:16-21; Rom. 13:8-
10). From a  positive, standpoint, we must show mercy to our
neighbours (Luke 10:36-37; Rom. 15:2; Eph. 4:25; Gal. 6:10). We
must also love our neighbors by loving their souls. We must
strive to meet their spiritual needs. We can do this by doing the
following: Setting the right example (II Cor. 3:2). Exerting the
right kind of influence (Matthew 5:16). Teaching them the gospel
(MK. 16:15-16). Summing it all up, we could say that loving our
neighbour means, that we would do unto them, what we would
want them to do for us, if the circumstances were reversed.

N Fihally we aék ou;selves why should we love our neighbour?
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We should do it beéause it'is cOmmande& ind becausd itis among
the greatest of all God’s commandménts.” We must’ love our’ ‘néigh-
Bour in order to love God (I John 4: 20). We must love our nelgh-
bour m order to escape death (I John 3 14) We shdu]d love our
2:8, 9) See also Matthew 5:43-48: Sumlnmg itup we mlght say'
that' because God cares, we care. Because God loves us, as
wretched 'as we dre, we must lové others, as wretched as they are
(I John4:19; Rom. 5:6-9). Loving God and neighbour sums up the
Old and New Testament!

Plan of Salvation

. All have sinned and come Short of the glory of God (Rom.
3:23). We are not able to save ourselves by making our own plan
or living a perfect life. Our own righteousness is .as filthy rags
(Isa 64:6)... The Jews tried to establish ‘their own righteousness
but they were rejecting the nghteousness of God.in the process
(Rom 10:1-3). o . . »

Jesus came to save us. That is the meaning of His name
(Matt. 1:21). John said of him. “Behold the lamb of God, which
taketh away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). He shed his blood
for the remission of our sins (Matt. 26:28). Isaiah prophesned of
him.. “But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised
for our iniquities, the chastisement of our peace was upon him;
and with his stripes we are healed’’ (Isa. 53:5). He not only died for
us but he invites us to come to him and enjoy the ‘water of llfe
(Rev. 22:17).

_ This salvation must be accepted by faith on the part of the
sinner. Just like a father gives his son a gift and the son must
take it. So we must receive the gift of salvation provided by the
Lord. This is where our faith comes in. There are five plain
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steps‘ laid' ot %yfhe Lord that We,mnst take to accept thls' glft"of
MiVationic sz 10 g a6 v
wreilead] dneis s A vaiwe :1?.‘ T e SR CT LN -"..g.p\:
o .,i;’HEAR. S
We ‘must hear the Gospei' ““Faith comes by hearing the Wofd
of God (Rom 10:17). " The Gentnles, by Peter’s mouth, héard' il
wdl‘d of the' gospe] and ’beheved (Acts’ 15:7). If there was no gospel
then there would be no falth and no saI{/atlon (Heb 11: 6) o

e o BELIEVE IR

We must beheve ‘the gospel Jesus said if man does not beheve
tlh,at he 1s thaf they wdl die in their sins (J’ohn 8:24). He told the
apostles to g0 1nto “all the world and preach the gospel to every
creature and he that beheves “and’ is baptlzed shall be be saved
(Mark 16:15,16)." o

efjala u.—_z»:n.;.::‘: BT REPENT . : »
SN Tedsn T e : : o SR

We must repent of sms Repent or pensh is the message of
Chnst (Luke 13:1- 5) “All' men everywhere shoul,d repent (Acts
17: 3Q) -Repentance is a change of the will of man brought abont
by an mtellectual change by. teachmg and an emotlonal .change in
that whlch we, love -God wants all to come to repentance 2 Pet
3 9) '
L . C_ONFESS CHRIST

We must confess Christ before men. He says 1f we confess
Him He w1ll confess us befOre the Father in heaven (Matt. 10:32,
33) W1th the heart man believes unto righteousness but with the
mouth confesswn is made unto salvatnon (Rom. 10:9,10). The
Eunuch of Acts 8 confessed “I believe that Jesus Christ is; the
Son of God » and he was baptlzed (Acts 8: 36—38)

o Voo i

BAPTIZED

We must be baptized in water. This final step in the plan of
salvation is the place that the relationship is changed. We are upon
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completing' this, no longer in sin but are new creatures in Christ.
In the great Roman letter where the matter of salvation by the
gospel is discussed in detail, the following is stated about baptism:
“Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus
Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with
him by baptism into death, that like as Christ was raised .from the
dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk i in
newness of life. For if we have been planted together i in the like-
ness of his death we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection.
Knowing this that our old man is crucified with him that the body
of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin”

(Romans 6:3-6). At baptism we see that we reach the death of
Christ where He shed His blood. Upon reaching that blood we
are cleansed from sins (Rev. 1:5,6; Acts 22:16). At baptism we get
into Christ where all spiritual blessings are located (Eph. 1:3). At
baptlsm we arise to walk in newness of life. At baptism the old
man is crucified with him that we should not henceforth serve sin.

Some may ask, “‘If salvation is free then why must these steps
be taken to obtain it?”” We do not merit salvation because we
have taken these steps. These are simply the steps the Lord
expects us to take to receive His free gift. Whether we understand
the reasons God has in this or not we must take them to be saved.
Abraham did not understand why the Lord told him to offer Isaac
but he readily obeyed the Lord (Gen. 22; James 2:21, 22). That
is the reason his faith was imputed to him for righteousness (Gen.
15:6; Rom. 4:3). He believed in God so strongiy that whatever he
told Abraham to do he did it. This was so in leaving his country,
believing that God would give him a son, and in setting about to
offer his son on an altar on Moriah, ‘“He staggered not at the
promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving
glory to God; And being fully persuaded that, what he had pro-
mised, he was able also to perform: And therefore it was imputed
to him for righteousness” (Rom. 4:20-22). Here is the kind of
faith that we should have. We should wantto do everything the
Lord commanded and in just the way He has commanded it.
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" How Men Attempt to Justify
Denommatlonalusm

Pat McGee

Isaiah Was the.apro'phetkwho ‘conder‘mied those who soughf tb
“justify the wicked” (Isa. 5:23). On no occasion does the Lord
look with favour upon any attempt to justify wicked men or wxcked
thmgs

The solution to evéry problem' which men and nations face is
to begin to view things as God does and to totally reject human
wisdom and philosophy‘. The Bible warns against false philosophy
(Col. 2:8); it is to be avoided like the plague. Only human wisdom
will desire to justify the exnstence of the sectarian situation and
denominational d1v1s1on "There is no Blbhcal Justlﬁcauon for
‘denominationalism. "

Satan can make men feel good in error. One of the curses of
the religious sectarian world is the reliance upon feeling instead of
faith and Scriptural knowledge. The Bible talks of those who
“have a.zeal of God, but not according to knowledge” (Rom.
10:2). Just because denominational people think that they’re
.correct, claiming to: be Christians, proves nothing. : Such certainity
is‘but a product of their:being deceived by error and lies (see I- Jn.
2:21, i.e. “no lie is of the truth”). The church of Christ knows
the only religious message that can brmg hope to a lost world the
'bleSSed gospel of salvatlon :

'Satan always has his “‘arguments.”” His servants try to offer
“reasons” to make men feel good in denominational error. Across
the years I have experienced some of the following in man’s efforts
to *‘explain” denominationalism.

(1) Some men adapt ““Gamaliels’ theory” (see Acts 5:38-39).
‘When he advised, “let them alone, for if it is of man it will fail but
-if ‘of . God - we' can’t stop it’. The suggestion is that'we should
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“leave the denominations alone.for it, Just might be that; God’s
mercy will “extend to them and then we wou]d be fighting against
God. U SRR ,L

(2) In Mark 9:38 we are told of someone who was not in the
circle of Christ’s closest followers; i:e. “*he followeth not us.” Some
try to make this mean that Christ tolerated or encouraged different
kinds of groups of followers during His time. Thus they think
that if He allowed dwersxty then He would alsb mow: v ik

(3) In the vine and branches dlscourse (Jn 15 1 2) Jesus ta1k§
about the close relation between the Lord and those members ; of
His body. Denominationalists have long tried to make the
“branches” in: this passage to mean denommatlons :and dlfferent
rehglous groups. ;

(4) One reason that men thmk Justlﬁes the ex1stance of d:ffer-
mg Protestant groups ‘is that they supposedl meet the varlous
psychologlcal emot10nal spmtual etc needs ¢ people If man
likes ritual he can find a church that has it, emotlonahsm he can
go to the Pentecostals, formalism he can go to the Methodlsts etc,
In this view rehglon is for man alone and God has no consnderatxon

'(5) Perhaps the most popular idea. is¢ that every chureh -group
is a member of the ““invisible universal body of Christ.”” ‘This.uiew
is often set forth under the guise of ‘“‘the fellowship of believers”
theory. The trouble with this idea is sxmply that the :Bible how-
hére teaches that' there i is such a thing! as an' invisible: church 6ra
“fellowshlp of ‘believers™ ‘in- which:  various denoml_naﬁonst are
umﬁed mto one body. - ot ST Y s

i Al

One ﬁnal fact needs to be empha51sed and thlS is: m the Blbl,e
there is absolutely no justification for denominationalism. Error
doesn’t have a leg to stand on. . Let.truth stand and error fall.

Martha . 7

(LA e, J.am.es‘-_W.' Bay ... . .« - ()

7
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Martha was a frtend of Jesus, alongSJde her sister, Mary;., and
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her brother Lazarus. One visit by. Jesus brought out into the open
:.one problem that Martha had that many fine people may well have
even yet. Jesus said:to her, ““ Martha, Martha; thou are anxrous
and troubled about many thmgs » :

Well, who can help being troubled when he looks at the’ world
in which he lives? Is there no reason for anxiety? Who can
remain calm and stable when everythmg that - was thought to be
nalled down is bemg pulled up? S .

i No’bo’dy, ought mm‘xmlze the problems facing the world,
especially the . Christian who cares about the lives and souls of
-others. It would be foolish to bury our heads .in the proverbxal
sand and pretend all is well, when it is not.

* At the same time,’ let us not be knocked off-balarice by the
events surtoundmg us. ~ As children of God 'we have an inherit-
ance that surpasses anything this world oﬁ"ers. God is still on the
throne and “‘God is faithfull,” which means, we can count on God.
Our primary ‘concern, along with our concern about the: world 1s
that God w111 be able to count on us. ‘

H‘e Depar’téd Without Being
Deswed

Robert R. Taylor, Jr

Jehoshaphat was one of the best rulers of the Southern King-
dom or Judah. Upon his death Jehoram, a son fell heir to David’s
crown and. the Judaean throne: ‘At the age of thirty-two he bécame
monarch and immediately _’initiated a - bloody purse of any who
might lay claim to his throne. His brethren, who were better men
than he was; fell before his bloody sword and numerous princes
felt the political ax which removed them from being further threats
to his throne. His reign lasted eight years and was characterized
by ‘his imitation of: the wicked kings of the Northern Kingdom.
he did evil in the sight of the Lord. Hijs mamage to- the ruthless
Athaliah, infamous daughter of Ahab and Jezebel, was the worst
thing that could have happened.to this youthful prince. . He enticed
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Jetuisalem to play the harlot and led Judah -astray. Jehovah warned
him through Elijah’s clarion voice but the stubborn :king ignored
heaven’s entreaties. to turn him toward righteousness. For these
sins he reaped grievous consequences. Plagues were. visited , upon
the people and a slow but fatal illness brought hlm nearer to a
tormenting death day by, day. . . . :

: One of the saddest thmgs whlch could be wntten ,of a man is
suggested in II Chronicles 21:20 where we read that “he departed
without being desired...”” He was denied a burial place in ‘‘the
sepulchres of the kmgs No tears of grief were shed at his death.
No honor was bestowed at the time of his interment in Jerusalem.
How ' tragic to live in such a manner that no one feels a loss:at the
funeral. It would be better for one never to have lived than-to.die
in such infamy and with no tearful good-byes expressedat the
graveside, How different was the demise of the saintly Stephen in
the latter part of Acts seven ‘and the early part of Acts eight,. The
Bible says in Acts 8:2, ‘“And devout men carried Stephen to his
burial, and made great lamentation over him.” 'But far . greater
than this is how the Lord feels about our death. - God finds no
pleasure in the death of the wicked (Ezek. 18:30-32). Relative to
those who die in the Lord or in the faith the Bible says, :“Precious
in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.””," One:of two
deaths will one day claim us: (1) a death in sins of ‘which Jesus
describes in John 8:24 or (2) a death in faith or in the Lord as set
forth in Hebrews 11:13 or Revelation 14: 13

We Drank... ‘Fo,r Nothing

We drank for happmess and became unhappy
We drank for joy and became miserable.
-We drank for sociability and became argumcntatwe.
We drank for friendship and made enemies:
We drank for sleep and awakened without rest
We drank for strength and felt weak..
We drank ““medicinally” and acquired health problems
We drank for relaxation and got the shakes.” -
We drank for bravery and became doubtful. :
We drank to make conversation. easier and slurred our speech.
We drank to forget and were forever haunted. .
We drank for freedom and became ‘slaves.
We drank to erase problems -and saw' them' multlp]y
- We-drank to cope with life and invited death. -



YOUR ATTENTION PLEASE !

‘Radio Sri Lanka Broadcasts

ENGLISH—The Voice of Truth—Speakers : Reggie
Gnanasundaram J.C. Choate, John Stacy.
All correspondence should be sent to The Voice of
Truth, Post Box 3815, New Delhi 110049.

Mondays—9 : 00 to 9 : 15 P.M.
Wednesdays—9 : 00to 9 : 15 P.M.

HINDI—Satya Susamachar—Speaker : Sunny David.
All correspondence should be sent to Satya-
Susamachar, Post Box 3815, New Delhi 110049.

Tuesdays—9 : 00 to 9 : 15 P.M.
Thursdays—9: 00 to 9 : 15 P.M.
Fridays—9 : 00 to 9 : 15 P.M.
Sundays—1:30 to 1 : 45 P.M.

TELUGU—The Voice of Truth--Speaker : Joshua Gootam,
All correspondence should be sent to The Voice of
Truth, Post Box 80, Kakinada 533001.

Sundays—2:30to 2:45 P.M.
Tuesdays—2 : 30to 2: 45 P.M.
Thursdays—2 : 30 to 2 : 45 P.M.
Fridays—2 : 30 to 2 : 45 P.M.
Saturdays—2 : 30 to 2 : 45 P.M.
TAMIL—The Way of Truth—Speaker : P.R. Swamy.

All correspondence should be sent to The Way of
Truth, Post Box 3301, Bangalore 560033

Tuesdays—5 : 30 to 5.: 45 P.M.

Thursdays—6 : 45 to 7 : 00 P.M.

Fridays—6 :45t0 7: 00 P.M.
MALAYALAM—The Voice of Truth—Speaker :

John Chandy.

All correspondence should be sent to Church of Christ,

Thevally, Quilon—9 (Kerala).

Tuesdays—3 : 45 to 4 : 00 P.M.

Fridays—3 : 45to 4 : OOP.M.

ALL ARE ENCOURAGED TO LISTEN

Bible Correspondence Courses and Christian Literature
are available in these different languages from the
addresses listed. Also the radio sermons are available in
book form.

Print India New Delhi-110064.
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KINDLY NOTE

If you are receiving more than one copy of The
Bible Teacher you are requested to let us know
your Mailing Numbers written on the lable of
your Address This- will help us check dupli--
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