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The Inﬂuence Of Chmstlanlty

Have you ever stopped to think about how much Christia-"
nity has. influenced the world ? This applles to those areas
where the people believe in Christ and also te those areas where
they donot, Even here i in India, where only two per cent of
the over-all populatxon profess Chnstlamty, the whole country
has been influenced by it in every walk of life. , ,

The morality of the people, such as is found in the laws of

marriage, honesty in ‘dealing with one another, reframmg from'
murder, and so on, all go back to Christianity and the Bible. .
Even the secular laws of thc country, taking Sunday off each
week, the calendar that is used, datmg everythmg from the-
death of Christ, and Christian influence in language, art, and
literature, show the tremendous weight Christ has had upon this
nation and all, other natxons of the. world -While- ma.ny not be

there

Where WOuld Indla be as well as the Whole world, - if there
had been no Christianity ? ' What would happen to all of you If
all signs of thefeligion of Christ were completely wiped out at
this time ? It would be a very frightening thing to experience.
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- As bad as the world may be today, it -is as-good as it is
because Christ came into it. Man has never been the same
since his arrival almost two thousand years ago. ‘Although
he had no armres, faught no wars, exercised no secular power,
still he came and he conquered No other 'person ever spoke

as’ this man. No other person ever challenged the world as
Christ did.

The coming of Christ changed the history of mankmd and
its effects are still being felt. Chrisfianity today is a téstithony
to the fact that Christ not only lived but continues to live.

All of the people of the world today are affected in one way
or another by the life of Christ and therefore are blessed to
that extent. This is true even in spite of the fact that the
" overwhelming majority of the people do mot accept Christ as
the Son of God. But Just think " of the drﬁerenoe even this
makes.. Now imagine, if you can, what it would ‘mean if the
greater majonty of the people belreved in Chnst -

" Universal behef in Christ, and the acceptance of Chnstramty,
would do. away with wars since hatred and envy would be
replaced by love and re_spect for each‘other It would do away
with lying, stealing,. and killing. It would bring an end to
immorality apd every kindred sin. ‘This is not to say that every-
one would by perfect and therefore hvmg sinless lives, but it
would mdeed change all people dnd would mﬂuence the world
for good. :

' Even denommatlonai “Chnstramty” has “had “its moral
rmpact upon mar, but if all people could come’ toaccept pure
Chnst1amty, then thmk of what-that would " 8o for the world
today. " With the teachmgs of Christ béitig fully applied to the
problems 4nd {lIsof a troubled and divided- world the tesult
would-‘be 4 new: socrety, vone like ‘thah ks never known. It
would unite people around the globe. All would be brothers
and sisters, concerned about the needs of éach’other. - Hunger
could be removed from every-land. ' Every man would work' to
help his fellowman. There Would ‘be more sharmg “Each "one:
wonld bebenefitted. - . 1. . Lo D
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Religiously, all would worship the same God, look to the
same saviour, Jesus Christ, and be guided by the same book,
the Bible. . All would be members of the sime church, wear the
same name, and teach the same gospel. Therefore, forgiveness
of sins could be enjoyed by all and each one would have the
hope of eternal life. ' .

. Of course, 'we ‘are talking about an ideal -situation and of
what it might be like if all the world would truly accept Christ
and Christianity. Even though this- might be possible, it is
highly unlikely. That, however, doesn’t miean that you cannot .
become a believer in Christ and allow him to be a force in
your life for good. If you will learn of him, come to believe
in him, and obey him, he will save you and bless your life; and
‘then as a Christian, as you live for-him and serve him, he will
not only bless you but he can work through you to bless many
others.

You are encouraged to read and study the Bible, -to learn
of Christ and his will for you. See for yourself what a dlﬂ'erence
this can make in your life.

ASSOCIATE EDITORIAL

Facts Concerning Chrlst S
Second ‘Coming

Sevcral hundred years before the birth of Jesus prophecies
were made concerning his first coming into the world. Moses,
for example, in the book of Deuteronomy 18:15, and Isaiah in
Isaiah 7:14 spoke of Jesus coming into the world as a Saviour.
And accordmgly, when the time was filfilled, he was born. Later,
when Jesus was about to give himself as the sacrifice for the sins
of the world, he told his disciples, “Let not your heart be troub-
led : ye believe in God,,beheve also in me. In my Father s house
are many many mansions : if it. were not so, I would have told

_Yyou. I'goto prepare a place for you, And if I go and prepare a
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place for you; I will come again, and receive you unto myself ;
that 'where I am, there ye may be also.” (John 14:1-3).

In many other passages of the Bible, likewise, Christ taught-
his disciples about his second coming, and the - purpose of - his
coming again. The disciples grew impatient, and wanted to know -
what would be the sign of his coming and of the end’ of the:
world  We read, “And Jesus answered and said unto them.
Take heed that no man deceive you. For many shall come in¢
my name, saymg, T am Christ; and shall deceive many. And ye’
shall ‘hear of ‘wars and rumours of wars : see that ye be not
troubled : for all these things must comie to pass, but the end
is not yet.” (Matthew 24:3:6). Jesus knew that after him many

scoffers or deceivers would come ‘who would claim to: be the.
Christ, and  so he warned them. History shows that-after-
Christ’s death, Tesurrection and ascension into heaven several’
men, even in the early centuries, claimed themselves to be the:
Christ. Even today, followers of Bahaullah believé thiat Christ
came into the world as Bahaullah.  Likewise, Saibaba and a-
few other gurus of today are being acknowledged as Christ.

Many today say that wars and rumours of wars are the sign
of Jesus coming. But remember Christ said that all these
things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. In fact, Jesus-
proclaimed, “But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no,
not the angels of heaven, but my Fathér only. »’ (Matthew
24:36). However, through the Centuries men have not spared
efforts to set different dates of Christ’s second commg, and each
time proved themselves to be false prophets. Instead, Chrxst_,
taught, “Watch therefore, for ye know. nelther the day nor the .
hour wherein the Son of man. cometh » (Matthew 23 13)

ZLike the followets of Bahaullah; there are also people who .
claim to be Christians and. believe and teach that Christ has-
already come the second time in.the year 1914, They havye:
reached this conclusion on the basis of some passages from the .
Bible which they have highly. misunderstood and misused.
However, not only does the Bible teach that Christ is coming-

again but it also emphatlcally teaches that certain things must. *
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take place when he comes again, and since none of these things

have come to pass, as we shall see, therefore it is evident that
Christ is coming again some time in the future.

The Bible teaches when ‘Christ comes again a general resur-
rection will follow, that is, all ‘will be resurrected, and the
~ faithful of the Lord shall be caught up together in the clouds to

‘meet the Lord. - Writing in'1 Thessalonians 4:14-17, Pau] said,
~“For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them
also whxch sleep m Jesus will God bring with him. For this
' we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are
" alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent
them which are asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend
from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and
with the trimp of God : and the dead in Christ shall rise first :
Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up toge-
ther with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air : and

so shall ‘we ever be with the Lord.” (See also John 5:28, 29 in
your Bible).

The record in the Bible, in Acts 1:11, states that Christ was
taken up in the clouds and that he will come again in the like
manner, that is, in the clouds. It would be wise to remember
here that Paul earlier said:that the disciples of the Lord
would be caught up in the clouds, and up there in the air they
will meet the Lord. Thus we know, for sure, that the Lord will
never come upon this earth again the second time

Apostle John revea]ed another fact whlch will take place
when Jesus ‘comes- again. He said, *“Behold, he cometh with

clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced
him : and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him,
. Even so, Amen ? (Revelatlon 1:7).

There are also some other facts whlch deserve our attentxon
concerning the second commg of Jesus. Peter, the Apostle,
. said, “But the day of the Lord will come as a._thief in the night;
in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and
the. elements shall melt- with fervent heat, the earth also and
the works that are therein shall be burned up.” (2 Peter 3:10),
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" Purthermore, “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise,
as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering ‘to usward,
not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to
repentence.” This fact is revealed in 2 Peter 3:9. In Revelation
22:20, Jesus said, “Surely I come quickly.” But, remember,
Jesus is coming this second time to be the judge. He will judge
all people, of every nation, great and small, living and dead.
Paul, in 2 Corinthians 5:10, says, “For we must all appear
before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive
the things done in his body, according to that he hath done,
whether it be good or bad.”” (See also Romans 14:10 and
Matthew 25:31-46). “Therefore be ye also ready : for in such
an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.” (Matthew
24:44). Will you be ready when Jesus comes again ? .

C6XX7® . ’9 e ' ,’ s : \
Win a Prize’” Bible Quiz, No. 10
Send in all correct answers and you will receive a book

entitled “Back to the Bible” by Bro. Harvey Childress. Kindly

follow these instructions :

(a) Send in your answers within two weeks.
(b) Do not tear out the quiz from the magazine. -
(c) Give a verse where it is asked for. N
'(d) Use only the book of ‘Acts, King James Versmn
(e) Don’t give up, keep trying.
1. Paul knew Hebrew. True or False. Give verse.

‘2. Paul never supported himself while he preached
True or False. Give verse.

3. Who told Paul what he must do to wash away his sins ?
Give verse.’

4, Give a verse which shows one can pray to God even
out in: the open.

5. Did Jesus say, “It is more blessed to give than to
receive” in the book of Acts ? Yes or No,



,77

6. “For I perceive that thou art in the gall of bltterness,
. ‘and in the bond of iniquity.” Peter said th1s to Elymas,
the magician. True or False.

7 Herod placed Peter in pnson What was the church
domg durmg this tlme ? lee verse.

8. Give a verse which shows the chnrch mcreased in
numbers daily.

9. Who spent their- time in nothmg except talkmg ‘or
" hearing something new ? -
10. Who ?commanded that Paul be kept in Herod’s Judgment
©7 hall :

ANSWERS TO BIBLE QUIZ, NO. 9

1 False, John 12:12. 2. Blldad the Shuhlte, Job 25:2, 3
3. Queen Vashtl, Esther 1:10, 12. 4. Paul Acts 18:9. 5. Paul
1 Corxthlans 2:2.

Bible Questions And Bible Answers
- These questions come from a friend in ‘Jackanari, the -Nil-
giris, Tamilnadu. )
1. “What is your opinion if the Hindus or other religious
people say that the father of Jesus Christ is our God, who has
supreme power over his son Jesus Christ ?”

* Answer : My opinion is no better ‘than the opinions of
‘others when it comes to religious matters. Neither can I force
_anyone to believe what I believe. However, 1'believe the Bible
"is truth and it teaches that there is one God (Ephesians 4: 6) and

that Jesus Christ is his Son . (John 3 16), through whom He
created all things, (Colossmns 1:9- 20) ) '

2. “Do you believe in a resurreeuon ? If so, can you prove

1t ” o
o Answer Yes, I beheve ina resurrecuon Jesus ralsed var-
ious ones from-the .dead and -so. did . Paul and Peter. (John
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11: 1-43 Acts 20 7-12; Acts 9: 36-43) Above all .Iesns ‘himself
was resurrected from the grave. (Matthew 28:1-8; 1 Corinth-
jans 15:1-8). The Bible, Christianity, and history itself bear
“this out.  Findlly, we are told that all will evéntually be resurr-
ected. Christ tells us: “Marvel not at this:  for ' the hour is
* coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his
voice, and shall come forth; they have: done. good; unto the
- resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto. the resu-
rrection of damnation.” (John 5:28,29). Also, read 1 Corin-
thians 15.
3. “Is there heaven ? Has anyone been there s0ﬂfar ?”

Answer : Yes, there is a heaven. It isa place -where. God
dwells. (Matthew 6:9.) Christ came down from heaven. (John
3:13). The angels of God dwell there. (Matthew : 22 30). It
‘is the home of the soul. (I Petér 1:3-5).

4. “What is sin 7’

Answer: It is the transgression of God’s law. (1 John 3:4)

5. “One who has killed, raped, stollen up to his 60 years of
age: at last he begs Jesus for forgiveness and is forgiven. Who
is'responsible for all these sins . and who will bear all these
losses 7’ :

Answer: Regardless of what one’s sin is, or how long he
has been sinning, if he will believe in Jesus and genuinely rep-
ent of his sins, or turn from them, and confess  Christ as the
Son of God, and be baptized as the Lord has commanded, then

he may be forgiven of all his past sins. (John 14:1; Hebrews
"11:6; Act 17:30; Mark 16: 16; Acts 2: 38) Now in the eyes of

the law he may still be counted as guilty of ‘his deeds and may- .be
punished for them, but in the eyes of God he is pure and clean
if he has sincerely obeyed his teachmg

6. “Why is a prisoner given pumshment ? If there is no
punishment he will do the same again.”

Answer : Punishment for wrong doing is a means of dis-
couraging an individual from doing ‘wrong. Even God will
punish all of ‘those who fail to obey him. (2 Thessalonians 1:7-9).
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Furthermore, Paul has written: “Be not deceived; ~ God is not
mocked : for whatsoever a ‘man soweth, that shall he also
reap. For he that soweth to his flesh .shall of the flesh reap
corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit
reap life everlasting.” (Galatians 6:7,8). It should be pointed
out, though, that if one truly repents of his sins as the Bible
teaches then he will not continue to do those things that-are
wrong.

7. “L can bol.dly say that all nch people who are. hvmg in
the world are siuners. They are gettmg all facilities and lead-
ing happier life than. otht:l:.pe_qple, who haye not done any sin.
Why has God not punished them 7

Answer: Rich people are sinners but poor people are sinn-
ers also. The scriptures say, “For all have sinned, and comé
short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23). The rich may have
more money, and have more material things, but this doesn’t
necessarily mean that they are happier people. God does not -
directly punish people today for their,sins,if so he would also
have to punish the poor as well as the rich. The rich are mat-
erial minded in what they have but the poor are material minded
in seeking material things. Man is respensible for his problems,
not God. At the proper time, God will judge all people accord-
ing to the way they lived and reward them accordingly. (2
Cormthlans 5:10; Matthew 25:31-46).

. “Who is a real Christian ? Why are there so many bra-
: nches in your religion ?”’

Answer: A real Christian is one who follows only Christ,
doing only the things that he has commanded. (Matthew 16:24).
He is one who is a miember of Christ’s church (Matthew 16:18;
Acts 2:38, 39) and one who wears the name of Christ. (Acts
11:26; 1 Peter 4:16).

There is division in Christianity, but the division is not of
God, but rather of man. The Bible condemns the many “bran-
ches” or man-made churches whiéh represents division. (1
Corinthians 1:10; Romans 16:17,18). Rather, Christ prayed
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for unity, for-oneness. (John 17:20-23; Ephesians 4:1-6). You
are invinted to go to the New Testament to: learn of pure Chris-
tainity. When you follow the Lord only then you wﬂl be a
Chnstman only.

9 “What is the dlﬁ’erence ‘between Catholics and Protes-
tants 7"’ :

Answer : The Catholic church came into exxstence in the
six hundreds as a result of some members of the Lord’s church
departmg from thg faith. Paul ‘warned Christians concerning

(Acts 20: 17-38; 1 Timothy 4:1-3; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12).

The Protestant churches. resulted from the Reformation
Movement in. the fifteen hundreds which means that these chur-
ches came out of the Catholic Church, That is why many of
the teachings and practices of -the Protestant groups had their
beginning with the Catholic church instead of the Lerd..

We plead with people 'everywhere not to be Protestants ot
Catholics but to be Christians only. We encourage everyone-to
-go back to the Bible to do what it teaches. This will result in
them ‘being Christians ahd members of the Lord’s church, the
church you read about in the Bible. Why be a Catholic or
Portestant, when you can bé a Christian? However, if one is a
Christian he cannot be -a Catholic - or Protestant. - Choose
which one you will be. ‘

10. “I came to know that Jesus said that we should not kill
even a small insect. But you, the Christian, are eating. mutt-
on, beef, and pork. Why?Is it not a sin ?”’ :

Answer : I know of no verse of scripture that says that
Jesus said that we should not kill even an insect. Rather, we
- read: “For every creature of God is’ good and nofhlng to be
refused, if it be recewed with thanksgwmg Forit is sanctified
by the word of God and prayer (1T 1mothy 4:4,5).



“And the Books Were Opened”

~ Paul S, Gray" :

God closed his revelation to man some 1900 years ago
Not one word has been added to it, subtracted from it, or- rear-
fanged in it in that number of centuries. Certainly God’s
revelation to man is closed. God has warned - that man must
not add to it, su btract from it, or misapply it in any way. And
just as surely as anyone preaches anythxng different from that
which the apostles preached the curse of God rests upon him
accordmg to Paul’s statement in Galatians 1 : 8-9: “But though
“we, or an angel from heaven preach any other gospel unto you
than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accurs-
ed. As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach
any other gospel unto you than that ye. have received, let him
be accursed.” We need to recognize the Blble as God’s com-
plete revelatlon to mankind. We need to read it, we need to
study it, We need to nght]y divide and correctly apply 1t ; and

therein.

" Oneof these days the books are going to be opened upon
that divine bar of judgment and every member of the human
family is going to be judged by the things that are written in
God’s book. Beginning with Revelation 20:11 John, the
Revelator, is telling us things that have been revealed unto him
and things that are going to come to pass in the "future. He
wrote, “And I saw a great white throne and him that sat on
it, from whose face the earth and heaven fled away ; and there
was found no place for them. And I saw the dead, small and
great, stand before God ; and the books were opened : and
another book was opened which is the book of life : and the
the dead were judged out of those things which were written
in the books, acco rding to their works. And 'the sea gave up
the dead which were in it ; and death ane hell delivered up the
dead which were in them : and they were judged every man
according to their works. And death and hell were cast into
thelake of fire. This is the second death. - And whosover was
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not found wntten in the hook of life was cast mto the lake of
ﬁre ?

By these and other passages of scnpture we. knpw that God
is'a book-keeper ‘There are several books kept in; heaven
which will be opened at the judgement. We - surely, -need to bg
concerned about these things. First of all there is a book of
rememmbrance. In Malachi 3 : 16 we read “Then they that
feared the Lord spake often one to another, and the Lord hear-
kened, and heard it, and abook of remembrance was written
before him for them that feared the Lord, and. that _thought .
‘upon his name.” This i€ an Old Testanmient’ passage of scripture.
Notice that God resurrected those people in times past who
feated the Lord and often spoke to.oné another about the very
things that God had said through these prophets. The Lord
knew what they were domg and He knew their attitude and a
book of remembrance was written " before’ Him for them who
feared the Lord and thought upon his name. So there is a book
of remembrance.

There is also a record of our works as we have just notlced
m Revelation 20 : 12, “And I saw the dead, ‘small and great
stand before 'God ; and the books were opened ; and another
book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead’ were
judged out of those things which were written in the books
according to their works,” What works do we have ? Are they
the. works of God ? What ‘haye we done that Goi sp..elﬁcally
commanded us to do? Are we workers in the vineyard of the
Lord ? (1 Cor. 3: 8). “Every man shall receive his own reward
accordmg to his own labour.” That is a significant statement.
In the very next verse he writes, “For we are laborers together
with God : ye are God’s husbandry, ye are .God’s building.”
Thus God keeps a record of our deeds and of our works and
we need.to be aware of this. S

‘In Romans 2 6 Paul tells us that God. “will render to every
man according to his deeds,” and continues to make-it plain
that since God is no respector of persons we know what is in
store for those \who will not pay any attention to God’s word
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and thus make no attempt whatsoever to obey what He has
commanded. ‘The apostle Paul writes along this same line in 2
Corinthians 5:10: “For we must all appeat before the judge-
"ment seat of Christ ; that everyone-may receive the things done
in his body, according to‘that he hath done, whether it be good"
orbad.” This simply means that whenwe stand before the
judge of all the earth that we are going to be juged according to
‘the way we acted in this life. Aeccording to the very things we
"did while we live in this body of flésh upon this earth. ~ These
things, whether they are good or bad, are going to be right
there in God’s books ond that is the very thing ‘that is going
to'determine our eternal destiny.

We have another statement on record in Matthew 12: 36
we need to be concerned about. Jesus said, “But I say unto you,
.Thatevery .idle word that,men shall speak, they shall give
.account thereof. in the day of Judgment > Then He added, “For
by'thy words .thou.shalt be justified, and by thy words thou
.shalt be condemaed.” » Surely by these words we can see that we
need to accomplish something, we need something to be re-
-warded for, and we need also to watch our words, idle words
-are not to be used. We are going to be judged by our words as
well as by our wotks and we certamly need to watch the things
we say as well as the things we do while we live in this life.
.Going back to Romans 2 : 15 we read, “Which show the work
.of the law written. in their hearts, then' conscrence also bearing
‘witness, and their thoughts the mean whlle ‘accusing or else
execusing one another ;).” The msplred writer mentions our
‘conscience and our thoughts, and - he also mentions the work,
and now notice verse 16, “In the day when God shall judge the
‘ secrets of men by Jesus Christ accordmg to my gospel.” God
upon that great day. through Jesus Christ is going to judge the
.secrets of men. In other words when we stand before the
Jjudge of all the earth we are not gomg to be able to cover up
a single thing. He is going to know everytmg about us. He
_isn’t going to have to ask a single question in order to find
what we d1d or. what we dldn’t do He is going to know all
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about us even the very thoughts and intents of the heart. Notice

these words on record in Hebrews 4 : 12-13, “For the word of
God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged

Sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit,

- and of the joints and marrow and is a. discerner of the thoughts
and intents of the heart. Neither is there any creature that is
not manifest in- his sight: but all things are naked and opened
unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do.” That is the
kind of judge before whom we are going to stand upon that
great day, and keep in mind that we.are going to be judged
according to God’s word and not according to our own theories
or the theories of somebody else. We are going to be Judged

by the things written in God’s word and we need to keep this
in mmd always. .

- In Matthew 25 we have a parable of ten virgins. Five were
"wise and five were foolish, I would say that those classified as
being foolish did about 90 or Y5 percent of what tney were
expected to do in order to be in a state -of readiness . when -the
bridegroom came ; but they neglected to have sufficient oil with-
them to keep their lamps burning and thus when the bridegroom
came they were not ready. They asked to borrow some from
the other virgins, but they said, “Not so; lest there be not
etiough for us and you: but go ye rather to them that sell, and
buy for yourselves.”” 1 am sure they hastened just as fast as
they could go to a place to buy oil, but when they returned the
“bridegroom had comé. Those who  wege ready entered in and
the door was shut and all the howling at the door did not cause
it to be opened again. This parable points out the fact that we
need to be ready, completely so, waiting ‘for the coming of the
‘bridegroom, who is the Son of God, who is going to putin a
second appearance one of these days ‘We need, certainly, to
be aware that we must be ready when He ‘comes, because
when He comes we will not have an opportumty to make neady
by doing one single thing. -

'It seems that nearly everyone undeistands that if we d‘p
that which God has said “THOU SHALT NOT” that it is sinful
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and wrong; but it seems that multitudes-of people do not under-
.stand that when God tells us to do something and we neglect to
do it that we have sinned. - But notice what: James' wrote. in
James 4 : 17, “Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and
doeth it not, to him it is sin.” Thus we can see that whether we
neglect to obey God by not doing what He has commanded ‘we

have sinned ; even as we have sinned in doing what He has said
we should not Therefore we had better be learning what God

would have us do in this life and we had better do these things
to the very limit of our ability. Th1s is the only time that we
have .to make ready for that second coming of Jesus Chrlst
. God’s Son, who will be our Judge on that great day

~ As John the revelator described the judgment scene in
Revelation 20, he wrote, “And’'the books were opened: and
another book was opened, which is the book of life.” Now
what books weré opened upon this “divine bar of _]udgment?
Who would say that the creeds, disciplines, manuals, etc. written
by men and a few women are going to be on that divine bar of
judgment? Who would say ong man made book is going to be
there ? The Judgement scene descnbed here is a divine judge
on a divine bar of Judgment and the books opened were dxvme
books. God’s book, the BIBLE.: The Bible 1s the book of
Books. It is ome volume composed. of sxxty-sxx books and
divided into two grand d1v181ons, the Old Testament and the
New Testament. Upon this great day these books are. going
to be opened. But notice also that John mentioned another

book that was opened and he tells us what that book is.
He says, “Which is the book of llfe” Notice that John

emphasizes the fact that “the dead were judged out of those
things which were written in the books, according to their
“works.” Then he added, “And whosoever was not found
in the book of the was cast into the lake of fire.” s your name
in that book of life? Surely this is something we should all be
greatly concerned about. Therefore the question needs to be
asked and we need to be absolutely sure that we get the right
answer : “Is my name in that book of life?” In order to be
sure of the answer to this question we need also to ask:: “How
‘does one get his name jn that book of life?”
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¢ Nearly everyone understands at Iéast in part the necessity
of faith if one is to be soved. In Hebrews 11 : 6 ‘we read, “But
without faith it is impossible to please him ; for he that cometh
to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of
" them that diligently seek him.” In John 8 : 24 Jesus said “For
if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins.” And
again in John 14 : 1 He said, “Let not your heart be troubled :
‘ ye believe in God, believe also in ‘me.” But just behevmg or
" having faith is not all of it as some people would have us believe.
There isn’t a passage of scripture anywhere that teaches salva-
tion by “faith only” or salvation “by faith plus nothing and
minus nothing”. Acts 17 : 30 would refute that theory and
declare it false. “And the times of thJS ignorance God winked
at ; but now commandeth all men everywhere to repent.” Even
. though God does not desire that any should perish, we shall
except we repent. Read 2 Peter 3.: 9.

Again we hear Jesus say in Matthew ' 10:32, “Whosoever
~ therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also
- before my Father which is in heaven.””  Then He adds, “But

whosoever shall deny ‘me before men, -him will I also deny
before my- Father which is in heaven.” These things just
mentioned people generally 'accept. Even those who teach
-salvation by “faith only”” will generally admit that one must
“repent in order to be.saved. They will also admit that one
-sould confess Christ. Some go so far as to say all one needs do
is confess Christ and pray the sinners prayer. But let’s notice
“another statement from the Lord.

In Mark 16 : 15-16 after Jesus had been raised from the
_dead and just before He ascended into heaven to be seated at
. God’s right hand, He said, “Go ye into all the world, and

preach the go_spél to every creature. He that believeth and is
baptized shall be saved ; but he that believeth not shall be
_damned.” This is not something too difficult for the average
- person. to believe or at least to understand. No accountable
. person will musunderstand anything stated so. simply as this.
Many religious teachers do not believe -this. They won’t:teach
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this even though it is exactly what Jesus. said and is just. as
essential to salvation as these other things-which we have noted. '
Notice again that Jesus said, “He that believeth and is baptized
shall be saved.” He did not say he that believes is saved -
and should be baptized. He says plainly that salvation comes
after both believing and being baptized. Yet many religipus _
teachers say you are saved the very moment you believe and
that because you have been saved you should be baptized for
one cause or another. Still there isn’t an example on record in -
the word or God of one who had been saved, ever being bapti- -
zed, and there isn’t a commandment in all the word of the
Lord for a saved person to be baptized. Baptism pertains to
the person who is not saved in order that he may be saved.
“He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.”

On Pentecost day of Acts 2 Peter was preaching about
Christ who had been crucified a few days before. He made
reference to David’s prophecy in Psalm 16 and declared that
Christ had. been raised from the dead, ascended into heaven,
and that God had made Him both Lord and Christ. The record
says, “Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their
heart, and said unto Peter and the rest of the apostles, Men and
brethren, what shall we do?” Peter answered their question
by saying, “Repent, arid be baptized everyone of you in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” Acts 2 :37-38. Here
would have been a fine place for Peter to have said, there is
nothing more for you to do, your faith has saved you, go in
peace. But he did not. He told them as believers to repent.
and be baptized for the remission of sins or in order that their
sins might be forgiven. Now read Acts 22:16 and ! Peter
3 : 21 and you will see again that baptism is essential to salva-
tion and must be obeyed along with whatever else the Lord has
commanded if our names are to be in that book of life. If"
you haven’t obeyed these things you have-no reason to believe
that' your name is in that book. And if your name:is not in -
that book of life when you stand before- that judge of all the
earth you shall be cast into that lake of fire: : .

One other thing you need to be concerned about even after
you know that you have obeyed everything the Lord has com-
manded in order to have your name in the book. ~You need to
be concerned about keeping your name there because it is’
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possible for it to be blotted out, Notice the Lord’s statement
to some Christians at Sardis according to Revelation 3 : 4-5,
““Thou hast a few names even - in Sardis which have not defiled
their garments; and they shall walk with me in white; for they
are worthy. He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in
white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book
of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and be-
fore his angels.” By this you can see that some names can or
will be blotted out. When those who meet the Lord’s conditions
to become Christians and then réfuse to conduct themselves as
Christians according ‘to these verses the Lord blots out their
names, and their fatz may be even worse than those who never
knew the Lord’s will nor obeyed the same, 2 Peter 2 : 20-22.
This doesn’t sound like “once in grace, always in grace”,
does it ? ’ ' ' ' \

‘The Bible, Your Only Authority

Jess Willis '

“There is a way that seemeth right unto a man; but the end
thereof are the ways of death.” (Proverbs 16:25). “For my
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,
saith the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth,

80 are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than
your thoughts.” (Isa. 55:8-9). o i

“But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other
gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you,
let him be accursed. - The gospel which was preached of me
is.not after man.  For I neither received it ‘of man neither was
}-ltalfgz‘l)lt it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ”. (Gal. 1:8,

9 . A&)e . { .

“I am not ashamed of the gaspel of Christ: for it is the
power of God unto salvation .to everyone that believeth.”
-(Romans 1:16). However, Jesus also ‘said, “He that rejecteth
me, and receiveth not my.word, hath one that judgeth him: the
word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last
days.” (John 12:48). - : ‘ T

© “Let us hear the conclusion of.the whole matter: Fear God,
-and keep hig commiandments. for this is the whole duty of man. .
For God shall bring every work into judgement, with every
secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil.” (Ecclesi-
astes 12:13-14).. . - e o

" Please, beloved friends, go back to the Bible to worship in .
accordance with the “commands of Christ and to live moral
lives as:guided by the Bible. . ~ ~ . =~~~ g
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CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN YOUR AREA

Church of Christ
508/32 Balda Road
Lucknow (U.P.)

Church of Christ
Box 6543
Cumbala Hill
Bombay-26

Church of Christ
Pathanapuram P. O.
Quilon (DT.)
Kerala State

Church of Christ
Churachandpur
Manipur

Church of Christ
Box 120, Camp
Poona-1

Church of Christ
953 Kalasiguda, Bolarum

Secunderabad 500010, A.P.

Hyderabad

Church of Christ
H. No. 1-9-312/5/2
Vidyanagar

Hyderabad 500044, A.P.
Church of Christ

88 Gadwal House
Nampally

Hyderabad 500001, A.P.

Church of Christ
Amararati Road
Arundelpet (P.O.)
Guntur 2, A.P.

Church of Christ
37 M.S.0. Colony
Bansawadi Road
Bangalore-33 -

Church of Christ .

1/1, Bishop’s Lane,

Oﬁ‘ Perambur Barracks Road
Madras-7

Church of Christ
35, Lock Street
Kottur
Madras-600085

Church of Christ
Nongrim Hills
Shillong

Church of Christ
Ketti, P.O. Nilgiris
Tamil Nadu

Church of Christ
No. 50-753-177
Gooty Road
Kurnool-2 (A.P.)

Church of Christ
Pool Bagh Road
Vizianagaram-2.

Church of Christ
Vattapadam
Palankara -P. O.
Nilambur
Kerala State

Church of Christ

G. Kondur (P.O.)

Via Kondapalli
Krishna District, A.P.

These are but a few of the addresses of the churches of

Christ located in India.

Contact the one nearest you for

information about worship: services, Bible Correspondence

: Courses, and tracts, etc.
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