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Indians As Missionaries

- Most people here would.-think of missionaries as being
foreigners only. But why must this be ? Is the great commission
directed only to the westerner ? Jesus said, “Go .ye- into all
the - world, . and preach the gospel to every creature. He that
believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth
not shall be damned.” (Mark 16:15, 16). Again, he said,
“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in - the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.:
Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have com-
manded you : and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end
of the world. Amen.” (Matthew 28:19, 20). This commission
was originally directed to the apostles but it did not stop- with
them.” You will observe that he went on to say that after
teaching people and baptizing them that they should teach their
converts all of those things which he had taught them. and - this
would include the command to take the gospel into all the
-world. Not only is that true, but that same command has come
down to_every Christian of our day. This means that the Indian
Christian has the same responsibility as. the western Christian
to take the gospel to others. ’
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~ Just before Christ returned to the Father in heaven, he said
to the Apostles: “But ye shall receive power, after ‘that the
Holy Ghost is come upon you : and ye shall be witnesses unto
me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria and
unto” the uttermost part of the earth.” (Acts 1:8). If you will
-read through the book- of -Acts you will find that this fs the
exact plan that was followed in taking the gospel to all the
world. First, the gospel was preached in Jerusalem and Judaea.
" Then Philip went down to Samaria and preached the gospel
there. (Acts 8:5). Next we have him preaching to the Ethiopian
eunuch (Acts 8:26-39),  and Peter preaching to Gentiles,
Cornelius and his household. (Acts 10). Paul was converted
and went forth proclaiming Christ as a resurrected Lord,
making three missionary journeys and going to Rome as a
prisoner, but nevertheless,. still preaching Christ. In Colossians
1:23 he said that the gospel had now been proclaimed to every
creature under heaven. This was only about thirty years after it
had been preached for the first time in Jerusalem. While you
are thinking on this, keep in mind that this was done in a time
of much persecution, when the members of the church were
very poor materially, and they were without modern means of
transportation and communication. Still; they did the JOb the -
Lord asked them to do because theyfhad the faith, courage,

‘and determination that were necessary to do it. What a
'Wonderful and thrilling story !

* But that was almost two thousand years ago. What does
'that have to do with us here in India ? It has everything to-do
‘with us. . The Lord is also asking his people here in Indla to
take the gospel to the world. But you say, “We are few, poor,
and still in need of help ourselves.”. This is only an excuse.
You begin where you are with what you have and go from there,
For instance, if you are in New Delhi then that is your begin-
'mng pomt If you are in Madras then that is your begmnmg
point. And so on with theé rest of India. Asfor money, that
doesn’t even enter the picture. You' are a Christian, aren ’t
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you ? Don’t you know what you did to become a Christian 7
'If so, then tell your friend about it. If you have only a little
time to do it in, then use the ‘tin’i’e you have. If each Christian ‘
would" do this it wouldn’t be long until the church of the Lord
would be twice the size it is right now and on and on it would
go. : - -

If India is evér evangelized it will have to be done by Indian
Christians. Foreign brethren can help with their presence and
with their support, and this should be appreciated, but this has
its limitations. In the first place, not enough foreign brethren
could ever come to fully evangelize India. Also the government
limits foreigners as to the place they can work. You can add
to that language problems, -cultural differences, and-so on. v
Foreigners can plant the truth in various places, give some
leadership in the beginning; provide literature and other aids,’
make training available and point the way, but there is little '
more that they can do. The sooner they can do- their work
and turn the enlarging of the work entirely over tothe local
Christians, the better it will be for all .concerned: In other
words—going back to-our original statement—it is up to the
‘Indian Christian to finish the job of evangelizing India and to
o on to regions far beyond. - ’ ~

It is so easy to sit back and let the foreigner do all of it.
But even if he could, this would not be good for hif;l, for you,
- or for the work, Rather, he has come to India because Jesus
commanded him to go. He -has come preaching what Jesus
preached and Jesus is commanding you to go and preach the
gospel to others. You.can do this if you will. What a blessing
it should be to you to know that you are a Christian, a child
of God, a member of the Lord’s church and you should be so
full of love and zeal for the lost that you would want to tell
everyone. = ; ' . ‘

_ You are in position to do this job. You are an Indian and
you speak the language of the local people. You know your
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own people and how to reach them. You can go into all parts
of the country. * You know the background and habits of the
people.  You know their religions and their needs. You know
how to deal with them. Above all, you. are a.Christian and
you have the" truth and you have something which all of your

people need.  You are therefore in the right place at the righ_t
time to do this job.

You don't need foreign support to do this work.  You don’t
need to give your full time to it. Instead, you need to be a
Christian and a faithful Christian, setting a good example, and
using the opportunities that are yours. If there are enough local
brethren that can and will support you to give your full time to
this work then that is good. If not, then if you love the Lord
and lost souls and want to take the gospel to your people then
you will find a way to do so. Your faith, love, zeal, and
determination will make this possible.

Christians have a great challenge here in India. There are
more than five hundred million souls at the present time and
the population is growing daily. Itisup to you to take the
gospel to them. Don’t say that it is impossible, that it can’t
be done. - Of course it can be done. You can do it and will
do it. -Every one you convert can help you and every one they

convert can also help. .That means the job should be getting .
easier all the time.

The gospel needs to be taken to every State in this country
and to every island and every territory that comes under the
flag. Who will go to Jammu and Kashmir? What about
the Punjab ? How about the U.P., M.P., Gujarat, etc. ? Then
there is Haryana, H.P., Rajasthan, and all of the other areas
on the mainland. Even if there is already a Christian in.some
of these, or even a number of them, still these States as a whole
need many workers,

Who will go to the Laccadive and Andaman Islands ? What
about Goa, Pondicherry, and the eastern States and territories ?
What about the many tribal people throughout the country ?
Don’t they need the gospel ? And there are those who live in-
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the jungle and coastal areas. Others live in cold mountain
heights and along the borders of friendly and -unfriendly
countries Surely the gospel must be taken to them also.

~ How can we do all of this ? My brethren, we can g2, 80,
go. Go by plane, by train, by bus, by boat, by car, by. nckshaw
by cycle, by bullock cart, by foot. ‘We cango through Bible
correspondence courses, through tracts by conducting meetings,
preaching on the streets, arranging Bible schools, through
personal work, doing good works, and a thousand other ways.
We can go to India, to the millions of India, all over India, and
we will go when we love God and the souls of men, mcludmg
our own souls. You are encouraged to go, challenged to go,

and commanded to go. Woe be unto you and to this country
‘ if you don’t go. ‘ a '

But.wait : That is not all by any means. Who will- go to
Bangladesh ? Who will go to Nepal ? Who will take the
gospel to Sikkim and Bhutan? What about Afghanistan ?
How about Sri Lanka ? Besides these ‘there are the Persian
Gulf countries,- Burma, and the countries throughout Asia.
What about Australia, New Zealand, and the Fiji Islands? Think

- about the countries of Africa. Yes, even England, the other

European countries, Canada, Amenca, and the Central and
‘ South American countries.

If you went to all of these places, islands, and countries you
would find that already a large number of Indians are there.
How did they get there ? Simply because they wanted to go.
They went to immigrate, to get education, for religious pur-
poses, to work, to represent their government, and so on. You
can go for. the same reasons, but as a Christian you can preach -
to your people and to the people of those countries. Through
~ your efforts the gospel can be preached to- the world, and the

Lord’s church can be planted in many places where it A might
never be established otherwise.. Yes, you can be a missionary
for Christ at home and away from home. It is an ideal situation
for you. All you have to'do is to get up and go and preach.
"May the Lord bless as you do so.



"ASSOCIATE EDITORIAL

So What Is The Answer

The word love means kindness, a favour done. When. Jesus
.. was upon this earth, once he was asked by a “certain scribe :
“ @\Which is the first or the great commandment of all 2" Jesus
answered and said, ““Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all
thy heart, with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with
all thy strength : this is the first commandment. And the second
is like, namely this, Thou shalt love.thy neighbour as thyself.
There is none other commandment greater than these.” (Mark
12:30, 31). Wasn’t God kind enough toward mankind when’
" he gave His only Son, Jesus-Christ, whom he sent to die for
" you and for me ? What a great favour he did when He spared
us from the eternal death and in our stead allowed H1s only
begotten Son to bear our sins upon the cross and to die 1’

Today we live in a world which is full of strifés and wars.
There is no peace.. In fact, nations are trymg to find a right
solution for peace to be maintained i in the world.. Many have
thought that big armies, arms, and destructive bombs, etcectra,
is the solution. But can peace, in fact, be established through
these things ? Actually speakxng, more distress and fear is
prevailing today in the world because of all of this. - So; what
is the answer ? The answer comes from the pages of the Bible,
«“And now abideth faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest
of these is love.” (1 Corinthians 13:13). Yes, love is the
answer. Showing what love can actually do, the Apostle Paul
says, “Love suffereth long, and is kind; love envieth not; love

vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up. Doth not behave itself
unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily. provoked, thinketh

no evil; Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth;
Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things,
endureth all things.” (1 Corinthians 13:4-7). Just imagine if
_ all the people of the world had this kind of love then what a
wonderful world it would be ! There would be no envying, no
strife, no hatred, no selfishness, no wars, no evil, no iniquity,
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but truth and peace. Oh, how much we need the true love in the’

world today. In this world of 1nsecunty, what is the answer ?
Love is the answer. :

Man, today is lost in his sin. He is dymg wnthout hope
Man, ‘because of his sins, is separated:from God, the source of
“eternal life. - Man’s utter folly is described in the Bible, by the
prophet of God, in these words, “Your iniquities have separated '
" ‘between you and your God; and ‘your sins have hid his face
from you, that he will not hear. For your hands are deﬁled with °
blood, and your fingers with iniquity; your lips have spoken
lies, your tongue hath muttered ' perverseness. None -calleth
for justice, nor any pleadeth for truth : they trust in vaﬁi‘iy,
and speak lies; they conceive mischief, and bring forth iniquity.
They hatch cockatrice eggs, and weave the spiders web ¢ he
that eateth of their eggs dieth, and that which is crushed
breaketh out into a viper. Their webs shall not become
' garments, neither shall they cover themselves with their works :
their works are works of iniquity, and the act of violence is in
their hands. Then' feet run to evil, and they make: haste to
.shed mnocent blood : their thought are thoughts ‘of iniquity;
wasting and destructxon are in their paths ‘The way of peace
they know not; and there is no judgment in their goings ; they
have made them crooked paths : whosoever goeth therein shall
_not know peace.” (Isaiah 59:2-8).

Sin is reigning in the world. today greatly Every human
‘being is burdened with the load of sins. Every individual soul
_is stained with sin. God says in the Bible, “For all have sinned

and come short of the glory of God” and again, “For the wages

of sin is death...... » So what is the -answer ? Seeing man’s
helplessness, a merciful loving God emptied hxmself He saw

that man is helpless for saving -himself from the destructive

power of sin. He knew that man with his sinful soul cannot

reach up to him-to plead for himself for his salvation. He

therefore, Himself came down upon earth from heaven and

revealed himself in Jesus Christ. Certainly, love is the answer.
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Oh, what a great thing the love is. The thing that man
‘through all of his wisdom and effort could not attain, God’s
love made possible. He sent His Son, Jesus, to live in this
sinful world, and ‘to "go-through all - the sufferings. - Léving
‘God, “......made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; . that
‘we might -be made the righteousness of God in- him.”
*(2 Corinthians 5:21). "And finally, He allowed him to die upon
a cross, and made him the sacrifice for the sins of -the whole
world. Thus, He revealed that He is the just and the loving
God. His justice is seen in this that the wages of “sin, death,

* as was required, was paid through the perfect sacrifice of Christ.
- And His great love is manifested in that He allowed Jesus,
“His Son, to die for our sins, in our stead. Jesus, too, loved us
greatly in that he was willing to suffer all things for mankind.
Speaking of him, Paul says, “Who gave himself for our sins,
that he might deliver us from this present evil world, according
to the will of God and our Father.” (Galatians 1:4). And
~again the Holy Spirit, through this Apostle, tells us, “Who,
being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal
with God : But made himself of no reputation, and took upon
him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of
"men : And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled
himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the
~ cross.” (Philippians 2:6-8). ~ Oh, the amazing love of Christ.
It is true that without this love there was no other way for
man to be saved from his sins. Love is the only answer.

In this world of insecurity man’s great meed today . is for
peace : Peace upon the earth and peace with God. How can
everlasting peace be accomplished ? Love is the answer. Are
you feeling insecure ? The love of Christ is the answer for
~ you : as Apostle Paul says, “Therefore being justified by faith,

we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”
“(Romans 5:1). ' '
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Bible Questions And Bible Answers

These questions come from Churachandpur, Manipur.

QUESTION : “Hebrews 7--Melchisedec, King of Salem,
Priest of the most high God. Who was he ?- Was this Jesus
Christ or another person ? What is Salem ? Does it refer to

the present Jerusalem or to another place ?”

ANSWER : Melchisedec was King of Salem and a priest of
the most high God. Although Abraham was a great man, he
_ paid tithes to Melchisedec which shows that Abraham was in-
~ ferior to him. He was “without father, without mother, with-
out descent, having neither beginning of days, nor end of life; but
made like unto the Son of God; abideth a priest continually”._
(Hebrews 7:3). That is, there was no genéalogy or record of
him and therefore no one knew when he was born, who his
parents were, when he died; etc. In other words, not much was
known about him.

He was not Christ, but like unto the Son of God. Christ
was without beginning and end, without an earthly father, and
the High Priest of God.

Jerusalem of-today is probably the Salem of ancient times.

QUESTION : “In Matthew 16:20 and other Bible verses
our Lord Jesus Christ charged his disciples that they tell no
man he was Jesus the Christ. Why did he do this ? What was
his motive behind this 7’

ANSWER : First of all, let us read Matthew 16:20. It
says, “Then charged he his disciples that they should tell no
man that he was Jesus the Christ.”” First of all, it should be
understood that when information comes from second-hand
sources it is not always reliable. Sometimes those who are
telling a story will add to it or subtract from it or distort it in
some way. Then those who may be listening to the story
could well reason that this is only one more tale that they have
heard, like many others. Perhaps Jesus felt it would be better
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for him to convince the people directly through the miracles
that he would perform. Second, Jesus did not come to merely
get a lot of publicity. He was not trying t6 make a name for
himself in the popular sense of the word. He was not perform-
ing miracles merely for the purpose of building up his own_
reputation. Neither was it necessary for him to send his disci-
ples out to spread the word concerning his power in order for
him to get attention. He knew, rather, that his works spoke
for themselves. In spite of the Lord’s request, news spread
qmck]y concermng his mlghty works, and many beheved

. It is interesting to note the contrast in the way Jesus worked

and the way so called miracle healers work today. Jesus asked
his disciples not to go out telling that he was Jesus the Christ,
but rather he was willing to let people make up their own
" minds after seeing the miracles that he performed.- Today,
- however, those who claim to perform miracles tell their followers
to go out everywhere and tell the people what great things they
can do. Those who are wise know that if these people could
really perform miracles with God’s help or without it, they
wouldn’t need to resort.-to cheap publicity stunts to get a
following but their miracles would draw the -peopls. This is
proof positive that they are only fakes and imposters.

How Much Do You Give To
| The Lord ?

Most Christians want to put something into the Sunday
collections, but more often than not it is not more than a few
paisa or a rupee or two. If oneis not able to give more than
this, then this is commendable. In some cases, those who give .
that much are giving far more than ten per cent of their earn-
ings. With the majority, sad to say, such giving is but mockery.
Such people should be putting in much more each week.
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Because they do not they end up in robbing God by witholding
that which belongs to him.

The Bible clearly teaches that Christians are to give on the
first day of the week (1 Corinthians 16:2), and that they are to
give as they have been prospered. Likewise, they are to give
cheerfully, as they have purposed in their hearts, and not grud-
gingly or .of necessity. (2 Corinthians 9:7).

The. Christian receives according to what he puts in. ‘The
reason many find Christianity to be dull, boring, and unreward-
ing is because they have never ~put anything into it. Thdse
who have invested time, energy, and money have found  that
the rewards and blessings are great indeed. Try it and see if
it does not work. '

Can One Be Saved Without - Being
A Member Of The Church ?
If so, why;did Christ build it, die for it, love it, and promise
to return for it ?
If so, why is Christ the saviour of it, adds the saved to it,
and serves as its head ?
If so, why does the Bible even talk about it ?

If so, why does the Lord honor 1t by allowing it to wear his .
name ?

Information On The Bible Teacher

We have been asked why we do not date the magazine.
Although we put out an issue each month, we have left the’
date off so that whatever copies are left over can be used at
any time. When something is dated, and it is late, or used
later, it would be rejected because it is out of date. We feel
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that-the material in these magazines should be good and up to
date at all txmes

- Should you miss a magazine it may not be ourfault. We
try to send it to you every month but one or more issues may
get lost in the mail. Should this be the case, we are very sorry
but there is nothing that we can do.

If you are receiving more than one issue of the magazine,
please give a copy to a friend or let us know about it. Some-
times we have two different spellings of the same name or a
variation in an address and this may lead us to send two or
more magazines to the same address. If this be true then we
need to know so we can make the necessary corrections.

When you change addresses, please let us know and send
both your new and old address so we can change it.

If you are getting this magazine, but would prefer not to
receive it, then let us know. We don’t want to waste a magazine
and spend postage money on those who do not want it.

With Volume five and Number one issue we hope to increase

our circulation to 5,000 copies. We hope you like our new
cover design.

“Win A Prize” Bible Quiz, No. 12

Here is your opportunity to win a book that will help you
in your Christian life—absolutely free ! All ‘you have to do is
find the correct answer to the following questions, give the
required Bible references, and send them to: The Quizmaster,
Post Box No. 3815, New Delhi 110049. Please post them so
that they will reach us within two weeks of your receiving this
magazine. Don’t give up too soon !

1. Does the Bible say : “Three wiseman came from. the
East”? Give the reference that proves your answer.



2. ‘What three excuses weré made by those who -were bidden
- to a wedding:feast ? Hint : Parable. :

3. -“Who had a vision of asheet, held up atfour corners.
and containing all manner of four-footed beasts clean’ and un-
. clean? . . - ,

4. Who succeeded Bh]ah ? .

5. Shechem, Hebron, Kedesh, Ramath, Golan, Bezer, were -
names of six very speclal cities. What common name did they
have ? , '

'ANSWERS TO BIBLE QUIZ NO.11 -

1. .Adam, when he hid from God in the garden of Eden, |
Genesis 3:10. 2. Gabriel, Luke 1:26. 3. John on Patmos,
Revelatlon 10:10.” 4. Moses, Exodus 32:32. 5. No, 1 Tlmothy
6:10 says-the love of" money is the root of all evil.

“Who Will Go ?

Who will go to the State of West Bengal? Calcutta is one
of the largest cities of India and is the Capital of that State. It
“has many other cities and villages. A few years ago the church
of the Lord was established in Calcutta but -since then it has
ceased to meet. Only two or three members are left, Several
from there, though, have taken a Bible correspondence course
and numérous ones are recelvmg "The Bible Teacher each
month. : :

Bengali is spoken throughout the State as well as some
"English and perhaps other local Ianguages Besides Hmdulsm,
and other religions, various denommatlonal groups are there.
"This has been a major center of mlssxonary activity from the
begmnmg .

Bible correspondence courses, tracts, preaching, filmstrips,
‘etc., are methods that can'be used to proclaim the gospel to
‘people. They are willing and ready to hear God’s will. The
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érea't néed at this time is for someone to go to work with themi.
Who will go to Calcutta to establish the Lord’s church'and -
remain with it to help it to-.grow and spread ? Asa'member
of the church, will you go? If you will;; and will do -the job
that needs to be done, the Lord will surely bless your labors.

Let us all pray about this and work together to- make. this
,possnb]e :

If you do not have any support, smply move there, ﬁnd a.
job, and begin to conduct worship in your home. As you have
the opportunities, encourage others .to meet with you. Preach
and teach God’s word to your friends, and look for ways to
advertise your efforts. Let us know about this and we will
furnish you with the names - and addresses that we have. Per--
haps you have the type of job ‘that will permit. you to- ‘be trans-
ferred there. There may be: other ways for you to go there,
but do try.

Brethren, here is a golden opportunity for us to take the
gospel to Calcutta and throughout West Bengal. Let us have
the vision, zeal, and courage to go.

Jesus Is Coming
~Jess Willis -

All who read the New Testament have read that Christ is
: gone to prepare a place in heaven and will come again o take
Christians to live with Him in those mansions where He now is
(John 14:1-6), No man knows the day of the great return.
' It will be when man least. expects it (Matt. 24:36-44).

The theory that Jesus will come to rule a thousand years

upon the earth is without foundation. “Let us note three of the
many facts Whlch show this.

1. The earth will be destroyed at Jesus’ coming, (2 Pet. 3:
10-11). If the earth i is burned up and destroyed then it wﬂl
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_ hot. be here for Jesus to rule, nor for people to inherit.

2 Samts will meéet Him in the air. (1 Thess. 4: 17) ‘He is
to come in the clouds (Rev. 1:7). Nothing is said about His
either setting foot on the earth or ruling upon the earth when

" He returns.

. 3. Jesus is a.lready relgmng upon the “Throne of Dawd"
. (Acts 2:30-31)... He already has all authority in heaven and on
earth (Matt. 28: :18). He was not defeated in His crucifixion.
- We do not need to look for another person to establish the
promised kingdom. Christ is not to establishit in the future.
His death, burial, and resurrection was -to establish that king-
dom and in Paul’s day people were bemg added to it (Col 1:13;
Act 2:47).

We plead for every God fearing Blble-student to accept the
teachings of Christ, follow His instructions, and prepare to
spend that blessed eternity with Him when He returns.

Putting Jesus First
Mark H. Nunley
. In Matthew 6:33 we find Jesus saying to-.us, “But seek ye
- first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and: all these
things shall be added unto you.” In order to have all of the
physical blessings and all of the spiritual blessings both that we
so desperately need, we must put the Lord first in our life, God
’ VA]mlghty, Jesus Christ, and the kmgdom ‘(which is the chuech)
must occupy the number one place in our life. Our devotion
‘and efforts must be centered upon these if we are .to live a

successful and faithful life as a Christian 50 that we might-enter
heaven some day. :

One of the accounts that we: read about in the New Testa-
ment clearly gives lessons to us concerning - the centering of
our attention upon the Lord. The record is in Matthéw
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14:22-23. We find Jésus commanding His disciplés to get into
a ship and sail across the sea of Galilee so that He could send
the multitude-home and go up into a mountain to pray.

On the sea, a great storm arose which was typic_'al of the

sea of Galilee, and the disciples were having a great deal of
 diffictlty. Then'in the fourth watch of the night (which was
sometime between 3 and 6AM) we - find" Jesus walking on the
water towards the ship. When the “disciples saw Him,“they
were terrified thinking that they had seen a ghost. But Jesus
said, “Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid.” And Peter
said, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to You on the
water.” To which Jesus said, “Come.” ‘So Peter got down
out of the ship and began to walk on the water by the power
of the Lord. C T

Peter did fine while he kept his eyes on Jesus. But after
a while he took his eyes off of the "Lord and began to notice
the raging storm. And upon this he became afraid, and his faith
“wavered, and he began to sink in the sea. And Peter cried
out, “Lord, save me !” And Jesus immediately reached for His
hand and took hold of Peter, and Jesus said, “O you of little
faith, why did you doubt 7’ Then the record tells us that when
. they got back into the ship, the wind stopped. And then the
disciples said, “You are certainly the Son of God.” Now that
we have the account before us, let’s see the lessons about
putting Jesus first. - ' o o

The terribl € storms on the sea of Galilee can well represent

the troubles and problems that we encounter in our Lives. And

" just as Peter walked on the ‘water through the storm, so we
need'to walk through the storm of life towards Jesus. As long

as Peter kept his eyes on Jesus, he successfully walked through

the storm. But when he took his eyes off of the Lord and

began to worry about the storm around . him, he began to sink

because his faith wavered. The same thing is true for us

today: No matter what troubles and problems may surround
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us, we can walk successfully through the storm of life, IF we
keep our eyes, our attention, centered upon Jesus. It is when
we begin to worry about problems . and troubles about us that
we begin to doubt as Peter dld whlch will allow our problems
to overcome us. -

When the Lord is first, when we have all of our attention’
and devotion centered upon Him, we .can cope’ with any circo-
mstance that life may have in store for us. And we can come.
through these things successfully. - The  Apostle Paul had this
to say about serving the Lord -in Phillipians 3:13-14,......o0e
thing I do: forgetting what lies' behind and  reaching forward ,

to what lies ahead. I press on toward the goal for the pnze of
the upward- call of ‘God in Christ Jesus.”

Paul forgot about the things in life that he had to gloty in
or be proud of. He forgot about the ‘good works that he had
done in the past. " He forgot about his past sins that had been
washed away by the blood of Christ. And he pressed onward
and upward with Christ out in front of him, with the goal in.
mind that he could stand “approved in the sight of God. And
this is the approach that you and I need to take towards life. -

Like Peter, we need to press on through the storm of life
with our efforts and attention centered on Christ. Like Paul,
we need to forget what lies behind "us, and -we need to daily
serve the-Lord faithfully now so that we might stand approved
onthe day of judgment. And when we go at serving the Lord
in this way, then we can truly be putting the kmgdom of God -
and His righteousness first in our lives. -
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