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‘What is a Local Congregation ?
CItis et'na:zing to think that so many people who claim to
beheve the Bible, and clalm to be members of the church, “do

not even know what the church is. Iam not speakmg of
denomlnatlonal people -at this time because it is certain that

they don’ t know what it ‘is or else they wouldn’t be’in some
man~made orgamzatxon to begin with. Rather, I am talking
‘about Christians and members of the church of Christ who are
ignorant of the church.’ ‘It makes one wonder if a lot of those
who claim to be members really are members, if it is possible
to ‘be members of somethmg that they don’t even know about
or understand Let us 1herefore begin thxs study by attempt-

1ng to learn what the church is.

The term’ chirch comes from the Greek ‘word ekklesm
and-it ‘medns “the called out.”. That is, the church consists

of a group of people who have been called ‘out of the world
by Christ to serve him.: They are’ spoken of in the scriptures
as the saved (Acts 2:47), as Christians (Acts 11:26), as the body -
of Christ (Ephesians 1:22-23), as the house of God (1 Timothy
3:15), as the kmgdom of Chnst (CoIoss1ans 1 13), and'
180 OB -
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The word church is used in the New Testament in two
senses. It is spoken of in the general or universal sense as the
church and this term incorporates all of the many congrega—
tions or local congregations throughout the whole world.
That is, any time the church is spoken of and' the scriptures
‘do not mean the local- congregation, ‘then it is the church
universal that is under consideration. For instance, when
Christ- said, “I will build my" church”, in Matthew 16:18
this was the ‘way in which he was speaking of the church. In
this case he was not thinking about a specific location of the

church but the church as it would exist throughout the world.
That church is the called out, the saved, the body of Christ

wherever it is found in the world. It is the one that was built
by Christ, the one that wears his name and the one over which
he is the head. (Colossians 1:18). The word church is also
used in the local sense. ‘The church universal is made up of
hundreds and thousands of local congregations all over the
world but the local congregation is made up of a specific local
* group of Christians. Itis simply. the saved of the local com-
‘munity. Paul spoke of a group of local congregations when
‘‘he was writing to the church at Rome and he said, “The
‘churches of Christ saluté'you.” (Romans 16:16). Likewise,
" 'Paul spoke of the local church or congregation at Corinth
(1 Corinthians 1:2), the local congregation at Thessalonica
" (1'Thessalonians 1:1), and so on with others. Now isn’t that
* simple? That is all there is to it! The- local - congregation is
" ‘made up of a group of local people - who have obeyed Christ
" and the "universal church is made up -of all the combined local
" congregations around the world. But for you -and me, ifwe
have obeyed the Lord and are Christians, - it is necessary for
us to be'members of a local congregation since. we have to
‘ s_éttle down and live somewhere.” But while we are members
of the local church in one place, on the other side of the world,
~ or wherever it may be that people have- obeyed the Lord, the
local church exists there also. Then all of us together are able
to say that we are in fellowship with one another, that we are
" brethren, and that we can work together, and when we travel
we can visit with one another, because we are all members of
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the same church, the Lord’s church, the universal church of
Christ. . _ : , ;

Let me go on to assure you, however, that the church of
-Which I am speaking is not a meeting house, a political
organization, a social club, a denomination, or any other
kind of man-made organization or society. Instead, as already
- pointed out, and for emphasis’ sake I will explain once more,
that the church is the church of Christ, or the church that
belongs to Christ; that the saved,. Christians, a = group of
- human beings who have obeyed Christ and who continue to
follow Christ in the way that he specifies in his word make up

the church.
But let’s not stop with this. Let'us go on now to talk a

little more about the local congregation and totry to explain
what it is, where it meets, 'what its work is, etc.. This is alte-
-gether necessary since so many do not know what a local
congregation is or what its functions are. Let’s suppose the
Lord’s church does not exist ina certain city, a fact that is
true of many cities throughout India. Buta preacher of the
gospel goes in and he begins to make friends and to arrange
- some meetings in various homes. As a result of these meet-
ings, afew of these people believe in the Lord, repent of their
sins, confess Christ as the Son of God, and express their desire
- to be buried in the water for the remission of their sins. Now
when this is done, if they have obéyed from the heart as the
" scriptures teach, then the Lord sav-_'es' them and adds them to
the church. So you have the beginning of the church in that
‘j_‘city. It may - begin with only -twé. or three or five or ten
members. But whatever the number, the church has had its
beginning. Now what 'happené? " Thefirst thing these new
*Christians must think about is beginriiig to assemble on the
* Lord’s dayfor the purpose of worship. They can meet in the
home of one of the members, in 'a hall, in a school building
- or wherever they can find a place where they can assemble for
worship. (Acts 2:42; Acts 20:7; Philemon 2). Each member
should make it a point to meet (Hebrews 10:25) every Lord’s
Day to partake of the Lord’s Supper (1 Corinthians 11:23-28),
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to sing (Ephesians 5:19), to study God’s word (2 Timothy 2:15),
to pray (1 Thessalonians 5:17), and to give. (1 Corinthjans
16:2). Perhaps during this time others can be invite4 in
study and in time some of them may want. to obey the. Lord
So the local congregation is growing.

This newly formed congregation. should do things 111 de-
cency andin order. It should .be .understood that according
to the teaching of the Bible the men are to take .the public lead
‘in worship. The women of the congregation can teach other
women as well as the children, but they are not to have

authority over men. (1 Timothy *2:11,12). The men should
have a business meeting at least once a month to plan the

-work and to discuss the business of the church. At that time
they should decide who will teach the classes and who will take
the lead in the preaching. Maybe one or more could partici-
pate in this by taking turns. Also, two of the men should be
chosen to see after the collections taken up each Sunday and
they should be responsible for records on what is taken up and
should make it available when asked to do so. Decisions may
have to be made about the purchase of Bibles, obtaining
tracts and other materials from sister congregations, and s0
on. Other decisions may have to be made on where to meet,

.the need to conduct special meetings to help the work to grow,
the possibility of. helping .certain members who have physma]

_needs, and any other matters that may arise.

A local congregation therefore is a local group of saved
people who are . Christians only and who are gathermg for
-worship on-a regular basis and who are endeavourmg to carry
on a program of work . for their own spmtual growth and in
-order to help the congregation to grow as the word of God is

-taught and souls are saved and are_added to it. Thls is what

the Lord wants...a group of people who are worshlppmg

.the Father, and who are growmg and spreadmg

Now what is "your idea of a local congrega‘uon” What
kind of a congregation are you a part of at this time? Do you
‘feel that you are an active part of it? Isit alive, functioning,
and at work for the Lord? Please. study the cengregations of
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the New Testament and see what they did. Of course in time
if such a congregation as I spoke about continues to grow and
develop, and it has men who are qualified (1 Timothy 3; Titus
1), it will want to choose two or more of its male members to
serve as deacons. With them giving leadership to the work,
then this local congregation should be well on its way to being
in position to accomplish more and more for the Lord in its
own city and to have a part in reaching out to other areas in
an attempt to spread the gospel of Christ. This, then," is the
kind of congregation that the Lord wants. )

ASSOCIATE EDITORIAL

A Challenge

I as a gospel preacher have often found myself among such
people who sincerely profess to be Christians, and even leaders
in their particular sects, but they would not allow me to preééh
the gospel of Christ to them or to their people. My recent
experience of this kind was in the Punjab where I had an
opportunity to visit some of the so-called Christian institut-
ions. Often the excuse is made that you and your brethren do
not preach exactly what we believe to be the truth. Some of
them would point to our literature and specially to ‘“The Bible
Teacher” and that we publish in it articles contrary to the
teachings of the Bible.

But actually speaking, these are, in fact, their excuses and
not reasons for disallowing us, as gospel preachers, to preach
the Bible in their institutions, etc. I admit the fact that we
do not preach and teach according to what the majority of so-
called Christians and churches believe and practise. And no
doubt, it is the chief reason responsible for their attitude to-
ward us. It is not because we teach contrary to the Bible’ s reve-
lation, but because of the fact that we preach contrary to- their
belief, and what they feel to be the truth. It is just like Paul and
other disciples on several occasions were disallowed to continue
their ministry because people said they preached not -accord-
ing to their belief. ‘
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The second reason is that people do not want. to change.
They do not have courage to step out of their old shells and
put on Christ in reality, and thus to be a Chrisjcié.n only, ‘with-
out being a member of any denomination or organization. It is
an established fact that majority of people in the so-called
churches of. today are aware of the existence of too much

denominationalism, division and faction; which is. caused by
human doctrines and creeds. But, alas, yet they do not want
to accept our plea for completely going back to the Bible. No
doubt, some of them may, with their lips;, say that it sounds
reasonable, and that this is what we all need to do today. But
in their heart they reject it. Like I have said, they do not have
courage to change. They would prefer to stay in their deno-
minational type of religion, even though they may realize that
they are not according to what the Bible teaches.

It has been reasoned that we should not condemn or oppose
the errors that are being taught and practised among so-called
Christians and churches. But, I ask, why ? Is it because of
the fact that they call themselves Christians, and have accepted‘
some form of Christianity and thus profess to be the religious
people ? People think that as long as they are religious, no
matter what way they practice it, they are safe. But let me
‘remind you of the fact that religion is not a token for heaven.
You may be trying to be Christian in your own efforts, and
even supposedly trying to do many things in the name of Christ,
yet if you are not doing the will of the Lord, as tevealed
perfectly in the New Testament, all your efforts, “no doubt,
sincerely made, would be in vain, and instead of entering into
heaven you will end up in hell. (Matthew 7:21-27).

When Christ was upon earth the Jews or Israelites were
God’s chosen people at that time. They had the law of God
and were supposedly following God. But on several occasions
Jesus had to condemn them, and also their religious leaders,
i. e. Pharisees, Saducees, and scribes, because of their errors.
(See Matthew 15: 1-9 and chapter 23).

Today, Gospel preachers also need to be courageous and
bold enough to reprove, rebuke, and exhort people with all
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longsuffering and _teaching. Preachers should never: be res-
pecter of persons, “but they should - always preach the truth as
revealed in the Bible, whether people like it or not. But alas,
most of the preachers today are not this way. They want to
preach what people like to hear, or what they have been taught
intheir so-called seminaries of Bible Schools, rather than to
proclaim what the Bible actually teaches. I have met many
preachers or teachers who would admit that they have been
wrong in their preaching and teaching, but would not want to
change ‘because of the fear they would lose their job, or people
would no longer respect them if they do so. Paul truly said of
such preachers that they serve not the Lord Jesus Christ but
their own belly. (Romans 16:18).

_ Preachers today have a great challenge, and the most serious
responsibility of preaching the Word of God in its purity. I
wish that every preacher today would become like Timothy
and take the charge of the Apostle Paul personally, “I charge
thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who
shall judge the living and the dead at his appearing and his
kingdom: Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season;
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.
For the time will come when people ‘will not eandure sound
doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves
teachers, having itching ears; and they shall turn away their ears
from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. But watch thou
in all things, endure aﬂilctlons, do the work of an evangelist,
make full proof of thy mmlstry » (II Timothy 4:1-5).

And now, finally, I would extend this challenge to all of
those people who think that our preaching and teaching is not
according to the Bible. First, you should take your Bible and
with an open mind compare our teaching with God’s word.
And then, if you would like to discuss any subject with me
personally or through correspondence, I shall be very happy to
do s0. . -
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The Authority Of Jesus Christ

Nehemxa.h Gootam .

" Disobedience is the tendency of humanity. It has been
true from the patriarchal age of Adam down to the present
Christian age. At one time Jesus Christ was teachmg in the
temple and the chief priests and the elders of the people came
to him and said, “By what authority doest thou these things ?
And Jesus answered and said unto them, I also will ask you one
question, which if ye tell me, I likewise will tell you by what
authority I do these things. The baptism of John whence was
it ? from heaven or from men ? And they reasoned with them-
selves, saying if we shall say from men; we fear the mtfltitude;
for all hold John as a prophet. And they answered Jesus
and said, we know not. He also said unto them, neither tell
Iyou by what authority I do thgse things.” Mt. 21:23-27.
In other words, these people are trying to disobey the authority
of Jesus Christ. _

Jesus Christ has authority. He got it from God because
Jesus Christ is His son. And in fact, God acknowledged him so
when he was baptized by John the baptist at the river Jordan.
““A voice out of the heavens saying, this is my beloved son in
whom I am well pleased.”” Mt. 3:17. Also God told us to
“HEAR HIS SON’. Jesus was transfigured on the mount
before Peter, James and John. There appeared Moses and
Elijah talking with Jesus. Peter wanted to build three tabern-
acles, one for Jesus, one for Moses, and the other for Elijah.
But God intervened and said, ‘““This is my beloved "son in
whom I am well pleased, HEAR YE HIM”. Mt. 17: 1-5. If
God says that we should hear Jesus, it is a proof that Jesus
has authority and the one that said hear ye him has given
him that authority. God gave him “ALL AUTHORITY” for
Jesus Christ declared soon after his resurrection, ““All authority
hath beenAgiven unto me in heaven and on earth”. Mt. 28:18.

Jesus Christ establishes his authority by his commands. He
commanded us, “To go and make disciples of all the nations
baptising them in to the name of the father and the son
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and of the holy spirit, teaching them to observe all things
what soever I commanded you.....”. Mt. 28:18-20. Like-
wisé he gave us innumerable commands in all the New Testa~
ment. And we should. obey all of his commands. Observing
the Lord’s supper in his remembrance is also one of his
commands. 1 Cor. 11: 25. This divine institution was instit-
uted by him on the night he was betrayed. “Jesus took bread
and blessed it and broke it and he gave to the disciples and
said, take eat, this is my body. And he took the cup and gave
-thanks and gave to them saying, drink ye all of it; for this is
my blood of the covenant which is poured out for many unto
remission of sins”. Mt. 26: 26-28. And nothing more was said
as to the frequency with which it was to be observed when the
Lord instituted it. But the apostles were afterwards guided
by the Holy Spirit in this and observed it on the first day of
the week. “And upon the first day of the week when we
gathered together to break bread...... ” Act. 20: 7. Their
example is our guide. Also we see the early church at Jerusalem
how they “continued steadfastly in the apostles teaching and
fellowship in the BREAKING OF BREAD and the prayers”.
Act. 2: 42. Paul speaking about the same institution said, “Let
a man examine HIMSELF and so let him eat of that bread
and drink of that cup.” 1 Cor. 11:28.

.. So by the above passages we learn that Christ wantedv us to
observe the Lord’s Supper on every first day of the week and
while we dq so, each man must examine himself.

"People disobey God even in the present. Christian age. So
they changed the pattern set forth by our. Lord. They started
observing the Lord’s supper on every month or once in three
months or once in a year. Also they started a new system of
examining others that participate in it. This is disobeying
the authority of Jesus. They are not only disobeying this
command but many of his commands like baptism, worship,
church government, etc., are -vastly disobeyed. They say you
are.saved even before your baptism. -But the Bible says you
are saved after your baptism. Mk. 16:16, Acts2:38,1 Pet.
3:21.  Also some sprinkle for baptism instead of immersion



10 »

in watef. Rom. 6:1-5. Some use instrumental music in the
church worship instead of mere singing. - Eph. 5:19, Col, 3:16. -
The New Testament church never used instrumental music in -

their worship. Some brought in Boards, Synods and Councils
to govern the church, instead of it being overseen by its own

Elders or Bishops (Titus 1: 7; Acts 20:17-27) and Deacons.
1 Tim. 3:13. .

This is a plain attempt of rejecting the authority of Jesus.
Apostle John says in his epistle; ‘“Whosoever goeth onward and
abideth not in the teaching of Christ hath not God; he that
abideth in the teaching the samg hath both the father and the
son” 2 Jn, 9.

So friends, let us all submit to hls authonty Quit making .
changes of the Lord’s pattern and then abide only by his
teaching to be with the father and the son. And thus do not
have to face the consequences that Adam and others did in
that age because of their disobedience.

.

Continuing Christian Eduéation
(Bible Correspondence Extension Courses
for Home Study)

Thls is the second course in a series of special Bible Courses
in the Bible Teacher. These lessons are for all—the Christiah
and the Non-Christian. There will be no diploma or certi-
ficate issued since the lessons ‘are being offered ‘solely for the
benefit of those of our reading audience who want €ither to’
learn about Christianity or, as a Christian, to grow and °
develop in the grace and knowledge of :the Lord. Please read
and study the material carefully, along’ with your Bible; and:
then take a separate piece of paper and write the answers to the
questions and mail them to The Bible Teacher for grading: Your
graded lessons will be returned to you so 'you may know how
you are progressing in your studies. If you really want to study
the Bible so that you may know God’s will for you then here
is your opportunity. ,



At
THE GODHEAD

The religious world speaks- of God, Christ, and the: Holy
Spirit as the trinity. The word trinity does not -appear in the
Bible but the concept, the idea of three divine personalities, is
there. You also may find a trinity in other religions such as
in' Hinduism, but that does not mean at all that one of these
religions is related to the other. ‘Although we do mnot.read of
trinity, as such, in the scriptures we do read of the Godhead
* which amounts to the same. - This expression is found three
times in the New Testament and means “the deity.”

The first time the term Godhead is mentioned Paul is
speaking to a group of idolatrous people, and “ifter pointing
to the God of heaven as the creator of all things, he says,
“Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we ought not

to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or stone,
graven by art and man’s device.” (Acts 17:29). The next time
it is mentioned, the same person is speaking to- the Romans
- ‘about how they had turned from God and had begun to wor-
ship the creature more than the creator. Then he said, “For
 the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are
clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made,
even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without
excuse.” (Romans 1:20). Finally, Paul says to the Colossians:
~ “Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain
deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the
‘world, and not after Christ. For in him dwelleth all the ful-
ness of the Godhead bodily. And ye are complete in him,
which is the head of all principalities and power.” (Colossians
2:8-10). . .

There are those who teach that Jesus was at the same
time, God, Christ, and the Holy Spirit. These individuals are
often époken of as “Jesus only” people. This is clearly a. false
* doctrine when you study the scriptures because they distinctly
sbeak of God the Father, Christ the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
For instance, Paul says in Ephesians 4:1-6.that there is one of
each. In John 17 we have Christ speaking to his Father and
in John 16:13 he promises to send' the Comforter or the Holy
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Spirit. In Matthew 28: 19, 20 we have Christ teaching that
those who obey his teachings must be baptized in the name of
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. In1 John 5:7 John
says that there are three that bear record in heaven, the
Father, the word, and the Holy Spirit. In Matthew 17:5 God
acknowledges his Son from heaven. In John 1 Christis
spoken of as the word who came down from God. When
Christ was baptized by John the record says that the Spirit
descended on him like a dove and that the Father ,sp,bke .from
heaven to express his approval of his son. (Matthew 3:13-17).
Surely, therefore, these many references would indicate that
there are indeed three in the Godhead.

Next, there are those who say that there are three Gods,
God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. Itis
true that all three of them are deity and therefore all have divine
attributes but at the same time they are- not spoken of asthree
distinct Gods competing with each other or even with each
* having his own distinctive work. Instead, the Bible teaches

us that there is one God, one Lord, and one Spirit. (Ephesians
4:1-6). There are three personalities but at the same time "
they are one. John says this in1 John 5:7. Christ said in
speaking to the Father concerning the- apostles and those who
would obey him through their word, “That they all
may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee,
~that they also may be one in us: that the world may
believe that thou hast sent me. And the glory which. thou
gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as
we are one.” (John 17:21, 22). Even as far “back ‘as Genesis
1:1.we read, “In the beginning God created the heaven and
the earth,”” We are told that ' the Hebrew word for God in
this verse includes all three in the Godhead. We read on
how God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our
likeness.” (Genesis 1:26). Whom was God including in that
statement ? It is obvious that Christ and the Holy Spirit were

included here. v ) p

It is true that as human beings we don’t fully understand
the Godhead. To begin, we cannot with-human minds-under-
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stand their eternal nature. Next, we are.not able to fully com-
prehend the Father-Son relationship. For instance, when did
Christ become the Son ? Then the Holy Spirit and his work
often confuses us. Although we do not understand all of
these things, we accept them by faith. Surely God has given
to us all of the information about himself, his Son, and the .
Holy Spirit that we need. Had we needed any more then he
would have revealed that also.” Perhaps the reason we don’t
know more about them and understand them better is because
we have not studied enongh. Whatever there is to learn, how-
ever, is revealed for one and all in the Bible.

Let us now think briefly about each one in the Godhead:

1. God—the Father. -
He was in the beginning (Genesis 1:1), the creator of
things (Genesis 1-5), the ] AM THAT I AM (Exodus
3:14), and beside him there is no other. (Deuteronomy
4:39). He is Spirit (John 4:24), the Father (Matthew
6:9), and the giver of all blessings (James 1:17). He is
one. (1 Corinthians 8:6).

2. Christ—the Son.

He was with the Father in creation (Genesis 1:26, 27;
3:22; Hebrews 1:1, 2; John 1; Colossians 1:9-17), was
before Abraham (John 8:51-59), and the only one in
the Godhead clothed in the flesh. (Philippians 2:6,7).
He was born miraculously (Matthew 1; Luke 1), -per-
formed miracles (John 3:2; John 20:30, 31), and died for
man. (Philippians 2:6.7). He was resurrected and
ascended to the Father. (1 Corinthians 15:1-4; Acts
1:9) and thus became man’s saviour. (1 Timothy 4:10),
Because of his deity and relationship with God,
he was also called God (Philippians 2:5-11; John 1)
and worshipped as God (Matthew 29:9). Those who
obey him are baptized in his name (Matthew 29:19,20;
Acts 2:38), enter his spiritual body which is the
church (1 Corinthians 12:13; Acts 2:47), wear his
name (Acts 11:26; 1 Peter 4:16), and do all things in
his name, (Colossians 3:17). There is but one Lord.
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(1 Corinthians 8:6). He will come .again some day, at
which time he will judge all mankind. (John 14:1-3;
Acts 17:31; 2 Corinthians 5:10).
3 ‘The Spmt of God—The Holy Spirit. A
' He is always listed third in the Godhead He was
~ present with God and Christ in the creation (Genesis
1: 1, 2). Holy men of old spake as they were moved
~ by the Holy Spirit. (2 Peter 1: 2I). Christ promised
“the Holy Spirit to the- apostles (John 16:13), and he
came on the day of Pentecost with the beginning of
the church. (Acts 2:1-4). We are to be baptized in the
name of the Holy Spirit (Matthew 28:19, 20), and upon
our obedience we receive him as a gift to dwell within
us. (Acts 2:38). As Christians we are to bring forth
~the fruits of the Spirit. (Galatians 5:22, 23). There
is only one Spirit. (Ephesians 4:4).

- These are the personalities of the Godhead as revealed in
the Bible. We could say much about each one of them but
don’t forget that there are many false gods, Christs, and
spirits. Therefore you need to thoroughly acquaint yourself
with the true Godhead lest you be deceived and led -off into
error. )

These are some of the deep things of God. We can know
and understand God - and Christ and the Holy Spirit- and
their relationship to one another and their relationship to us
onily to the extent that God would have usto. We should be
content with that - Remember that Paul said: “Now I beseech
you, brethren, for the Lord -Jesus Christ’s sake, and for the
love iof the Spirit, that ye strive together with me in your
prayers to God for me.” (Romans 15:30). And again, he
§aid;-*The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of
God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all.

Amen » (2 Corinthians 13: 14).

QUESTIONS FOR STUDY

: 1. ;Dcﬁije trinity as it is used in the religious world.
. 2."Does the word trinity appear in the Bible ?
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3. Isit unscriptural to use this term ?
4. Do other religions have a trinity ? Does th1s mean that
, . these religions are related ?
5. The idea of the trinity is expressed in what way in the
Bible ? ’ '
What is the Godhead ?
List three scriptures that speak of it.
8. What are some different teachmgs about God, Christ,
and the Holy Spirit ?

9. How can God, Christ and the Holy Spirit be three per-
sonalities and yet at the same time be one ?

o

10. List some scriptures that would teach three distinct per-
sonalities in the Godhead. , '
11. Does the Bible teach that there are three Gods in

Christianity ? In what sense can they be said to be
Gods ?

12. Can we fully understand the Godhead ? If not, why not ?

13. How are we to accept the Godhead ?

14. Has God given us sufficient information about them ?

15. Give some facts about God.

16. List the outstanding facts about Christ.

17. What does the Bible tell us about the Holy Spirit ?

18. Why must we be acquainted with the members of the
Godhead ? -

19. Are there false Gods, Christs, etc ? In what sense 7 |

20. Does the Godhead live today:? Where ? How ?

Bible Questions And Bible Answers
~ We continue now with the set of questions that we began

to answer last month. These questions and comments come
from a reader in Eluru, A.P. o

QUESTION: What about prostltutlon and adultery?

The Bible seems to make a distinction between the tWo
The former was allowed while the latter was condemned as a
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smh while our morahty convmces that one is worse than the
other.

ANSWER: The scriptures condemn both.

The writer goes on to discuss both prostitution and
adultery, wusing various scriptural quotations, and seemingly
attempts to justify both. In concluding remarks on this
section, he asks, “Soin the light of the above scriptures can
we sympathize with the permissive attitudes of western society
to sex? Can we welcome or even accept reformative steps
towards legalizing the flesh trade by the Government?”’

It is true that inthe Old Testement in particular there
were cases of prostitution and likewise divorce and remarriage
were allowed. However, neither was according to God’s
will. God said concerning prostitution; “Do not prostitute
thy daughter, to cause her. to be a whore; lest the land fall to
whoredom, and the land become full of wickedness.” (Leviticus
19:29). Concerning adultery, Christ said: “Ye have heard that
it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit
adultery: But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a '
woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her
already in his heart.” (Matthew 5:27-28). He continued by
saying: “It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife,
let him give her a writing of divorcement: But I say unto you,
That whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the cause
of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery: and whoso-
ever shall marry her that is divorced committeth adultery.”
(Matthew 5:31,32). Again, we read: “The Pharisees also came
unto him, tempting him, and saying unto him, Isit lawful
for a man to putaway his wife for every cause? And he
- answered and said ‘unto them, Have ye not read, thdt he which
made them at the beginning made them male and female.
And said, For this cause shall a man leave father and mother,
and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh?
Wherefore they are no more twain, - but one- flesh.- What
therefore, God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.
Tpey say unto him, Why did Moses then command to give
a writing = of divorcement, and to put her away” He saith
unto them, Moses because of the hardness of your hearts
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suffered you to put away your wives; but from the beginning it
was not so. And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his
wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry another,
committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put
away doth commit adultery.” (Matthew 19:3-9).

Prostitution is the selling of one’s self in sexual activity
for pay. In no way can such a practice be justified by the
scriptures. Neither can such an activity be legally or law-
fully practiced in view of what the scriptures teach. Such sin
may be allowed by the law of the land or approved by the
Government, but it is nevertheless an immoral thing and those
who give themselves to it will have to suffer the physical and
spiritual consequences.

_ Adultery occurs when a man or woman takes a compa-
nion unlawfully. That is, if one puts away or divorces his wife
without any reason (and the only reason allowed is unfaith-

" fulness onthe part of the one being divorced) and marries

another then he commits adultery, and so does the one that
‘marries hitn. This would: also be true if it was a woman who
was divorcing her husband without a scriptural cause, and she
married again. In such a case she would be committing
adultery and also the one that married her would be committ-
ing adultery. Adultery is classified in the scriptures as being
a work of the flesh (Galatians 5:19), and those who involve
themselves in such immoral acts will be cast into the lake of
fire. (Revelation 21:8). : ;

v We cannot sympathise with the western part of the world,
or any other part of the world, that becomes permissive in sexual
and immoral practices. Actually, it is nothing new. It is as old
as civilization itself. But whether it be said to be pre-marital,
extra-marital, adultery, prostitution, homosexuality, or @zens
of other associated immoralities, they are all condemned of

God because they are sinful to man, woman, and child, and to
society in general. = The Lord would have a man to take a
wife, or a woman to take a husband, in order to control their
sexual urges. Furthermore, it is the Lord’s will that they
should be faithful to each other as long as they live. No man
or-Government can improve on God’s laws in these matters.

More next month.
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Hour of Triumph
Tommy Exum
For the Christian, the end of life is really a commencement
...the beginning of a far grander life than he has ever known.
: Death in a sense is a graduation which brings’ honor and re-
.Jommg to the Christian who has “finished his course.”

One might well make a comparison between the typical
dread with which a student comes to an examination and the
feelings of misgiving with whlch most people draw toward the

_end of life. Whlle many students do fear and dread examina-
tions, there are actually two attitudes which ‘are possible. In
addition to fear and uncertainity, thereis aldo the attitude of
eagerness and anticipation,. an attitude held by those who
have made adequate preparatlon for the test.

For the diligent student, the time of -testing is actually an
hour of triumph. The taking of the examination .is a kind of
challenge, bringing with it all of the _rewards that come from a
difficult task well done.

Think of the tremendous joy that will come to those who
* will some day hear the Lord say, “Well done, good and
faithful servant...enter thou into the joy of the Lord.” (Matthew
25:23). :
On the day of the death of a godly man and great Christ-
ian leader, his wife said, “Although I will miss him sorely,
"and the balance of my life will have a great void because of his
passing, I am not grieved over his death. This is the finest day
of his life...the day for which he had been preparing through
all these years.” Truly, for the Christian, the hour of death is
an hour of triumph!

Since each one of us are on an 1rreversable course toward
the grave would it not be wise that we prepare for the event?
“To hear people speaking on the. sub_]ect you’d think most
peoplefeel that they will go on living forever. Such is not the
case, of course. Others pass it off saying, “I don’t like to talk
about it.” Such an attitude doesn’t solve anything nor does
it prepare us for that day which is sure to come. ..
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Heaven has been described as a prepared place for a
prepared people: We need.--have no. fear of physical death if
we are prepared spiritually. . The Bible says: “Blessed are the
dead who. die in the Lord...from henceforth; Yea, saith the

Spirit, that they may rest from their labors.” Rev. 4:13. ’W:ll
death be your hour of triumph? '

Proper Tuning
Jess Willis

Christ prayed for unity. He declares that Christianity is
to be united. However, He does not desire that we compromise
_ and take in doctrines of mien just to be united with others. A
house divided against itself cannot:stand.. Religious groups
that boast that they have room for all' shades of doctrine is
like a man saying, “I have room in mybody for malignant.
cancer. Itis welcome.” Just as surely as the cancer will :
destroy the physical body, so will the human divergent doc- .
trmes destroy the spiritual body.’ : -

" One does not tune a number of pianos by harmomzmg:
them with each other. One usesa standard pitch (a tuning:
fork) to tune each ‘piano. This way the pianos will be in tune
with all correctly :tunéd pianos. Tuning divergent Christian -
groups to each other by measuring themselves by themselves,
and comparing themselves with themselves, is not wise (cf2:
Cor. 10:12). It is only when people are tuned with Christ by -
the Bible that they can be -correctly tuned. When a person
or a group in any community of the world is correctly tuned
with Christ then he will be tuned in harmony with all others
that are correctly tuned. - . .

~ The need of this generation is simply  New. Testament ..
Chx_'lstlans who believe ‘the Bible, trust ‘Christ as the savior and.
obey Him as Lord. - Are we not all reaching for the Bible? Are
we not desiring to please Christ? The teachings that are found |
in the Bible do not divide Christians. It unites them. It
takes the ideas of men,. things not found in the. Bible, to divide
men religiously.
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" Religious leaders; will you join with us in striving to dis-
card all man-made doctrines and human names which separate .
us into diversive bands and also join with usin making an -
effort to go to the Bible for every rule and regulation for Godly
living and Christian worship? '

The Four Confessions of The

New Testament
Mark H. Nunley

In our world today someone is continually demanding
that a person make confession to something. Whether it be,.
confession to a crime or of acreed or whatever else, people
are called upon to make different confessions. And in the
New Testament we find much emphasis placed upon confess-
jon. So we want to examine some of the confessions in the Bible
at this time. : : :

.~ THE CONFESSION THAT PRECEDES BAPTISM. In
Acts 8:35-39 we find an example of this confession being made.
Phillip, a preacher, taught a man from Ethiopia the Gospel
of Christ. And upon this teaching, the Ethiopian wanted to -
be baptized. And Phillip told him-that he could if he believed
with all of his heart that Jesus was God’s Son. And.we find
this man making this confession by saying,“I believe that Jesus
Christ is the Son of God.” :

And this is the confession (and no other one can be sub- -
stituted) that must precede our-baptism into Christ. Therefore
confessing our sins, etc., is not scriptural for the -baptism that
Jesus commands. Concerning this confession we read these
wordsin Rom. 10:9-10, “That if thou shalt confess with thy
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe  in thine - heart that
God hath raised ‘Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For
with the heart man believeth unto rtighteousness; and with the
month confession is made unto salvation.”

"THE CHRISTIAN’S LIFE IS A CONFESSION. In

Matt. 10:32-33 we read, “Whosoever therefore shall confess
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me before men, him will I confess also before- My Father which
is'in heaven.  But whosoever shall deny me befére men, him-
w1ll I also deny before My Father which is in heaven.? -

Every day of the Christian’s Tife he is called upon either
to confess his’ Lord or to deny the Christ. We are contmually
tempted to sin, and to give ‘in is to deny our Lord. But to
resist temptation and to live the kind of life that the Lord re-
quires is to confess our faith in Jesus every day of our life.
And every Christian must set the right kind of examples in his
life by obeying the Lord’s commandments if he expects to live
in the heavenly city some daiy. :

THE ERRING CHRISTIAN’S CONFESSION. After
we confess our Jesus and are baptxzed to wash our sins away
even though we diligently attempt to live every day of our life
as a confession of our faith in Christ, we are human and will
slip and commit sin. But the Lord has provided a means for
us to obtain forgiveness. In addressing Christians we find these
words in I John 1:7-9, “... the blood of Jesus Christ his Son
cleanseth us from all sin.... If we confess our sins, He is faithfnl
and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all un-
righteousness.”

And then we find in I John 2:1, “And if any man sin, we
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.”
When the Christian sins, Jesus is our advocate with the Father
(God Almighty), and the shed blood of Jesus will continue to
wash our sins away so long as we will repent of our sins, (turn
away from them) and confess those sins to God in prayer ask-
ing for His forglveness

THE JUDGMENT DAY CONFESSION. No one
can force you to make any of the above confessions. In this
life even God is not going to make you do what you ought to
do (even though He has the power to do so). But ALL of us
will make the judgment day confession without any except-
ion. ' R :

- Phil. 2:9:11, “Wheréfore God hath also highly exalted
Him, and given Him a name which'is above every name: That
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at the name of -Jesus every knee should bow... And every ton-
gue should confess that Jesus Chnst is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father,” ‘

- On the day of judgment everyone of us shall bow before
the Lord, and we shall confess that Jesus is the Lord. I’ve often
wondered what it would be like to not obey God properly in
this life and to bow . before the King qnd confess Him as the
Lord and then ‘to hear Him say, “Depart from me, you worker

of iniquity.” And that thought scares me. And if you are not
serving the Lord like you should be, that thought should shake'
you up a little bit too: Enough to change!

Let us be sure that we are making these ﬁrst three con-
fesslons in our lives, that when we make the fourth confession
we’ll be telling the truth. Jesus is not our Lord and ‘Savior
if we do not give our lives to Him and serve Him faithfully: He
is our ]udge that will condemn us to hell.

“Wln A Prize” Bible Quiz, No 14

. Send in 1 all correct answers with references. whenever asked
for, and win a book that will be of immense value to you.

Instructlons

L Your answers must reach us wrthm 15 days of your
: receiving this magazine.

~ 2. Do not tear out flie quiz from your magazine. Nerther
© should you send us the magazme back Use: separate
_paper. -

3.- Keep a copy of your answers to enable you to compare
them with the given answers in the next issue. .

4, -All entries must enclose 20 p. in postage stamps. This
will cover only part of the postage required to send you
your award. Even if your answers are mcorrect this
will not be refundable, as the postage you have forfeited
will help send the award to the winners.

5. Use King James Version (Authorised) Bible.

6. Follow the above instructions cargfully. and send your
answers to The Qulzmaster, P.O. Box 3815 New
Delhl 110049.
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Quiz No. 14: o
1. Where can you find the story of Naaman, the leper.

.. 2. The word “pope” is mentioned in the Bible. True or
False? If true, where? -

: 3. Zachaeus said: “I give tithes of all that I possess.” True
or False? .

4. Who was let down at night, in a basket, over the wall of
‘Damascus? Give the verse as well. -

5..Find “Choose you this day whom ye will serve.” ,
Answers To Quiz, No, 13:

1. Exodus 20:1-17. ‘
2. Therefore all things  whatsoever ye would that men
should do.to you, do ye even so to them, Matthew 7:12.

3. Matthew 28:19-20. '
4. Daniel 5.
5. Song of Solomon, 6:3.

. Who Will Go?

Who will take the gospel to Rajasthan? The capital is the
famous pink- city of Jaipur. Other well known cities include
Udaipur, Jaisalmer, and Jodhpur. :

Rajputs or Rajasthanies are well known here in India and
the - State is noted for its deserts and arid country. The cos-
tumes of the local people are very colorful, and so are their
handicrafts. But more important are the millions of souls who
live there. They need the gospel.

Up to now. as far as we know, about all that has been done
to get the gospel to Rajasthan has been through Bible corres-
pondence course work. A number have been enrolled and
continue to study through this medium. Also, back in 1969 and
70 a couple from the United States, members of the church,
lived in Udaipur and worked with the University of Udaipur.
Although they conducted worship services at their home, and
perhaps had some studies along with some of the local people, -
their efforts did not result in the establishment of the church.

- "All of this is to say that Rajasthan is a State that is in need
of the pure gospel of Christ. ~Either Jaipur or Udaipur would
be a good place to begin the work and then to spread out from
there. Who will go? How much longer will the people have to
wait for someone to come? How many more souls will have to
go out into eternity without having heard God’s will before
someone will come? Perhaps you can answer these questions. -
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Who Should go?

‘We have been asking who will go to one place or another
in an effort to get members of the church' to think in ‘terms of
taking the gospel to various mission fields in India. We are
already getting some response with different ones _sdying that
théy would like to go. However, they are writing to us as
though we should send them with the necessary- support.
Therefore, this article is an attempt to clear up the ﬁlatter ‘
of support before too many conclude that we will sent them.

Please understand that we have no support to give any
of you. We know of no foreign brethren who can give you
any support. Neither will we be trying to contact our brethren
in America, Canada, or anywhere else to give you support to
preach the gospel where you presently live or anywhere else
in India. There must come a time when you are willing to do
something for yourself, for your country, and above all, for
the Lord. Why should you always look for someone else to
do it? There is no faith or sacrifice in this kind of thing. -If
you go it will have to be for the reason that you want to go,
that you can find a way to support yourself, and
that you are doing it because you love the Lord and the souls
of men. Any other reason for going will meet with failure.

If India is ever to be evangelized it is going to have to be
done on the basis that there are thase who are so converted to
the Lord that they will rise up and find means and ways to take
the gospel to every part of this country. It is not, “Who will
send ‘me?” but, “I will go.” It isnot, “I must have foreign
support,” but rather, “I don’t want such support.” One must
be willing to say, “With the Lord (not with the dollar or
rupee) I can do all things.”

The thing that is wrong right now is that too much
foreign support has been brought into this country in the
name of Christ. Too many want their foreign brethren to. -
give, butthey themselves give little or nothing. There are
worlds of people here who are willing for their foreign brethren
to sacrifice, and even demand that they'do it, but they are not
willing to sacrifice anything themselves. Brethren, men are
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making merchandise out of the preaching of .the gospel. It
becomes merely a job, a way to make a living, with very little
results in actual conversions. In other words, foreign support
-is'doing much more harm than good. When Indian brethren
-become converted to the Lord and begin to preach the gospel
for souls-instead of a salary, then the gospel will begin to move
-across this country as never before. - -

We are not opposed- to support but let it come from local
‘bréthren of else get out and go to work to earn your living,
and preach as‘'you have the opportumty Be your own boss.
Make your own living. Preach the gospel without having to
answer to any man or to report on every baptism. Wake up,
brethren.

If you are unable to move to another area under the
c1rcumstances that I have described ihen perhaps you
“should ‘ stay at home for the time being. If your family
~ obligations are such that you cannot go, then that. means

'you cam’t go. If you are in bad health, you would not
be worth much to move into 4 new area to try to begin a new
work. If the work where you are is small and still struggling
to get established, then maybe you are needed too much
where you are to think about leaving. And likewise, if you
are a new Christian and ‘you are not well grounded in the
truth, then you are not. prepared to go.

In thinking about going to a new area fo begin the: Lord’
work, you should certainly not think that to go will be a
means of escaping from problems. You should not go expecting
‘it to be easy or that you will be pralsed and "honored for your
‘efforts, And certamly you shouldn’t go to merely find some-

.thing to do. :
“1f you are'going to. the m1ss1on ﬁeld you- should thmk
long about - it and pray much over it. You should learn as
-much about. the place as possible, make any contacts you can,
think about what'you will do to make a living while there,
- consider the move..for yourself and your family and how you

will get there. You should have some plan in mind on what
.you will do once you arrive. You should have some leadeér-
ship ability. And certamly you. should know the truth, how
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to teach it to others; and you should be practicing it in your
own life.

These are things that you need to take into considera-
tion before going anywhere. Maybe you shouldn’t go. Maybe
you are not ready to go. But if you are and you are determined

.to go, and if your going is governed by the suggestions in this
article, then no doubt you will do the job that needs to be
done. As you consider these things, we will pray for you.

' We will also be happy to supply you with literature as we have

' it available. But above all, God will surely bless you and see
you through.

Blood Bought -
Jess Willis

Christ loved the world so much that he freely and
willingly let the people crucify Him. He willingly poured out
His blood that through it ‘““who so ever will” may be re-
deemed. ~ He'endufed the pain of the cross that He might
motivate men to love and obey Him. He became the author

of eternal salvation to all that obey Him (cf Heb. 5:9). But
without Christ’s redemptive blood all would be eternally lost
- in sin, “for all have sinned and come .short of the glory of
. God” (Rom. 3:23). “But. God commended his loye toward
" us in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much
more then, now being justified by his blood...”” (Rom. 5:8-9; cf
- Mt 26:28; Eph. 1:7-8; Heb.-9:12-14). - - : S
But, nothing is gained by the shedding of Christ’s blood
- unless it is contacted. According to John 19:31-34, Jesus.was
. dead when. “the soldier with a_spear pierced his side, and
forth with came there out blood and water.” Thus we need to
come into ¢ontact with the déath of Christ that we miay come
into contact with the saving blood of Christ. Thus we need
to go to -the. only :infallible authority to learn how we may
. come into contact-with the death of Christ. The Bible says,
‘“Know ye not, that so many of us as ‘were ‘baptizéd into Jesus
" Christ were "baptized into his death? : Therefore we are buried
- with him by baptism.into death ...”’(Rom.6:3,4).

Conclusion : lost man can be-saved thl:ou-gh Christ’s blood

- which: is contacted by one when he is buried by baptism into

. death. He is also to rise in newness of life to live and worship

~ according to God’s instructions. . Beloved friends we ask that
you come with us back to doing Bible things the Bible way. -
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CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN YOUR AREA

Church of Christ
508/32 Balda Road
Lucknow (U.P.)

Church of Christ
Box 6543
Cumbala Hill
Bombay-26

Church of Christ
Pathanapuram P. O.
Quilon (DT.)
Kerala State

Church of Christ
Churachandpur
Manipur

Church of Christ
Box 120, Camp
Poona-1

Church of Christ
953 Kalasiguda, Bolarum

Secunderabad 500010, A.P.

Hyderabad

Church of Christ

H. No. 1-9-312/5/2
Vidyanagar

Hyderabad 500044, A.P.

Church of Christ

88 Gadwal House
Nampally

Hyderabad 500001, AP

Church of Christ
Amararati Road
Arundelpet (P.O.) -
Guntur 2, A.P.

Church of Christ
37 M.S.O. Colony
Bansawadi Road
Bangalore-33 .

Church of Christ

1/1, Bishop’s Lane,

Off Perambur Barracks Road
Madras-7

Church of Christ
35, Lock Street
Kottur,
Madras-600085

Church of Christ
Nongrim Hills
Shillong

Church of Christ
Ketti, P.O. Nilgiris
Tamil Nadu

Church of Christ
No. 50-753-177
Gooty Road
Kurnool-2 (A.P.)

Church of Christ
Pool Bagh Road
Vizianagaram-2.

Church of Christ
Vattapadam
Palankara -P. O.
Nilambur
Kerala State -

Church of Christ

G. Kondur (P.0.)

Via Kondapalli
Krishna District, A.P.

These are but a few of the addresses of the churches of
Christ located in India. Contact the one nearest you for
information about worship services, Bible Correspondence
Courses, and tracts, etc.
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