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The Meeting House
One of the great curses of our time is the idea of having

to have achurch building or ameeting house in which to wor¬
ship God. Political organizations, societies, and clubs of all
kinds sweep across the world and influence millions and
millions of people but in most cases never own their own
buildings. Rather, they meet in homes, in oflBces, in school
buildings, in conference rooms, in hotels, in factories, in the
streets, and wherever else people can arrange aconvenient
place. They send forth their propaganda by word of mouth
through literature, radio, television, and by making news.
They do not spend all of their money on buying buildings where
only afew can meet. They do not spend all of their energies
in building buildings and maintaining them. They believe L:
an ideology so strongly that they are willing to give their all
to it, to flght for it, and to die for it.

i n

Why then do we
think as the Lord’s people that we must have ameeting
house of our own if we are to worship and work for the
L o r d ?
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If we go back to the New Testament and read all the way
through it we will not find any mention of ameeting house

We know that the churchf a m i l i a r w i t h t o d a y.a s w e a r e

(the called out, the saved) met for worship (Acts 20:7), but
the nearest thing to aregular meeting place being spoken of
is that in various places it is said that the church met in
some particular home. (Philemon 2). In those days the church
was just in the process of beginning, there was much opposi

For these reasons, it would
would have had time and

tion to it, and it was very poor,
not be assumed that Chr ist ians

resources to be buying property on which to erect meeting
Rather, this is something that emerged with thehouses .

passing of centuries of time.
Should one make astudy of the introduction of the meeting

house to Christianity then he would find that it had its beginn¬
ing with the Catholic Church which was composed of those
who had departed from the original church of the Lord, (Acts
20:28-30; 1Timothy 4:1-3).
practice of the pagans in having their own temples and
buildings, and of course this practice has been going on since
time immemorial. With the rise of Protestantism in the fifteen
hundreds and modern day denominationalism, the tradition

continued and spread.

No doubt they followed the

They soof the meeting house was
popularized it throughout the world that most people are so
addicted to it that they think it is impossible for Christianity
to exist in any form without such buildings.
Christians feel the same. It has even gotten to the point where
traditional Christianity is recognized by the architecture of its
buildings, and the average person thinks of the meeting house
itself as being the church instead of the people meeting in it.
This is ashame and adisgrace to those who call themselves

E v e n m o s t

Christ ians.

Catholic church throughout the world has built its
mighty cathedrals at the expense of the poor people. They
have adorned them, decorated them, coated the images in
them with gold and jewels, assembled works of art within

articles so as to draw the

T h e

'sacred'them, and brought in
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people to them and in the end the buildings, and what is in
them, have themselves become the objects of the
stead of the God they are supposed to exalt. With the

worship in-
ipassing

of time, and because of their architectural beauty and the
treasures of art (paintings, sculptural work, etc.) within them,
many have become museums.

The corruptness in the organization of such
churches, and the

m a n - m a d e

excessive expenditure in the buildings they
occupied, were two of the main factors that led to their rejec¬
tion and to the acceptance of Communism in several European
countries. Because of the peoples’ utter disgust with religion
they went to the other extreme and accepted atheism. It is
such apity that they could not have known of pure New
Testament Christianity as set forth in the scriptures.

The Western world today has unfold numbers of church
buildings of all shapes, forms, and
has been spent on these to have evangelized the world
t imes over.

Enough money
Imany

s i z e s .

Often times there are several such meeting
houses in the same block or on the same road within
distance. Of course they represent different churches or deno¬
minations which is another shame within itself...people trying
to worship God when they are opposed to one another and
therefore they are opposed to God. But most of these meet¬
ing houses are used only two or three times aweek and then
for only an hour or so at atime and this is likewise another
reason why they are

a s h o r t

acurse to man. They cost money to
build, take up space, cost more money to maintain, give false
security, become an object of worship, comfort, and hope,
but in reality they do very little for the needs of man and the
w o r l d . Jesus said to take the gospel to the world but the
owners of these meeting houses call people there to hear the
gospel.

The denominations have gone into the poor countries of
the world and have taken their idea of meeting houses with
them. They think before they can do anything else they must
construct their enormous meeting houses,
in Delhi and throughout India

As aresult, here
you may see such buildings.
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built for the local man but by the foreignerThey were not
for the foreigner’s ego. They actually become great hindrances

the local people cannot even keep
of the foreigners. Not only so,

inasmuch as in many cases
them up after the departure

of the example already set, then the average local
thinks that if new congregations are to be begun then

b u t b e c a u s e

p e r s o n
they likewise must construct such buildings.

wonderful it would be if we could realize here in India
that such buildings are not necessary and neither are they
practical. Perhaps in the western part of the world, where most
everyone has his own personal transportation, centrally located

But here in India where
scooter, and where

H o w

meeting houses may have aplace,
most people are without acar or even a
even public transportation for afamily can be both expensive
and physically difficult, such buildings are not the answer. It
is not necessarily that it would be wrong for agroup of local
Christians to buy some property and build its own meeting

then, would this be the wise thing to do?house, but even . ,, ■
Even if it was done it should not be done with foreign support,
but rather it should be handled and financed by local people
according to their abilities and needs,
likewise put alot of stress on buildings, like Islam, Hinduism,
Buddhism, etc., build their own buildings. They are also
poor, but still they believe in their religion and they give to it
and work and build. The same can be done by members of the

Other religions who

Lord’s church, if it is needed.

If ameeting house is built through foreign support, it will
not be appreciated, nor will it be properly used. Furthermore

Christians will not feel that it is theirs and neithert h e l o c a l

will they feel any responsibility toward its upkeep. They will
count is as being owned by foreigners and it will therefore never
be worthwhile. If the local people are not able to build their
own meeting house then they don’t need one.
they are ready for one they will build it and use it.

W h e n

Here in Delhi and in the large cities throughout India pro¬
perty and buildings are too expensive to think about buying
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or building. Even if you had one in aparticular location of
the city, what about the other areas? Could and would people
throughout the city come to one location because of its build¬
ing? This would be very doubtful because of distance
transportation costs. But surely such meeting houses could not
be build in every section of the city,
tion? For the large cities it would seem that the church will
have to be content to meet in halls, schools, or perhaps in
some other public facility. Even this poses aproblem because
in many cases these must be rented. The next thought would
be to meet in the home of the members,
problems since most people look upon the meeting house as
they do. As aresult it may be difficult to get people to go to
ahome for worship, it may not be conducive to growth, and
it may leave the church scattered with small gatherings in
different parts of the city, which can be discouraging,
when people are truly converted to Christ, working hard
teach and influence others for the cause of Christ, they can and
will grow and And away to spread.

In the small cities, and especially out in the villages, a
meeting place for the church does not present the problem that
it does for those who live in the large cities. They can always
meet in ahome, rent aplace at asmall expense,
prayer shed out of local materials that
d i f f e r e n t o n e s .

a n d

What then is the solu-

This of course has its

B u t

t o

or put up a
may be donated by

Atrue Christian will be aChristian with or without a
meeting house. His Christianity does not depend on such a
place but rather can be ahindrance. He is converted to Christ
not to amaterial building. He is willing to worship in his
home, in another Christian’s home, in ahall, under ashade
tree, or wherever he happens to be.

If we can only realize that our Christianity does not depend
on abuilding, then we are making p r o g r e s s . I f C h r i s t i a n s
throughout the world could be convinced of this then
church would be in position to do the work the Lord really in¬
tended for it to do, and moreover, it would then be free to do
it. Surely we do not read where Paul and others went through-

t h e
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out the world building meeting houses or raising money to
help brethren in various places to build places of worship.
Neither should we do these, things. Our commission is to
preach the gospel and to serve the Lord. We do not need a
meeting house for that.

^ a s s o c i a t e
^ ^ e d i t o r m i

The Man Jesus
JESUS was born in the beginning of the first century

of the oldest towns of Palestine, called Bethlehem,
But there are anumber

A.D., in one
located five miles south of Jerusalem,

connected with the birth of Jesus and hisof marvellous events
wonderful life that he lived upon this earth. More than seven

named Isaiah lived andhundred years before his birth, aman
his miraculous birtji in these words:he prophecied concerning

“Therefore the Lord himself shall give you asign; Behold, a
virgin shall conceive, and bear aSon, and shall call his name
Immanue l ,
made, of course, by the guidance of the Holy Spirit, concerning

into the world. And finally, in the fulness of time
To avirgin espoused to a

(Isaiah 7:14). Several other prophecies were also

his coming
angel of God appeared

whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin s
Mary. And the angel came in unto her, and said,

thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee:
And when she saw him, she

m a n
a n

n a m e w a s

H a i l ,
blessed art thou among women,
was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner
of salutation this should be. And the angel said unto her.
Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God. And,
behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a
son, and shalt call his name JESUS, He shall be great, and
shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall
give unto him the throne of his father David: And he shal l
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reign over the house of Jacob forever; and of his kingdon there
shall be no end. Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall
this be, seeing Ino not aman? And the angel answered and
said unto her. The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and
the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee; therefore also
that Holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called
Son of God.” (Luke 1:27-35).

t h e

Jesus was his personal name, meaning the Lord is salva¬
tion. He was the Christ, the Greek translation of the Hebrew
word Messiah, meaning The Annointed.
often in the scriptures, Jesus Christ.

Thus he is cal led

Jesus, when he grew up
did hundreds of wonderful things before people, and many
believed in him and confessed that he was truly the Son of God.
His works and powerful teaching are recorded in the second
part of the book called the Bible. The Bible, which w a s

written by such men who were inspired by the Holy Spirit of
God, reveals Jesus Christ as the Son of God, the Saviour of
m a n k i n d . He was with God, in the beginning, but in the
fulness of time he came down upon the earth to save people
from their sins. He took upon himself the form of a m a n ,
lived among men, had aperfect life, and revealed to man the
nature of God. Jesus had chosen certain men to be his dis¬
ciples, whom he educated to carry on his teachings, after he
would finish his work on earth, and return to heaven, to be with
his Father, God.

We are told once agreat multitude of people followed him
to hear his teachings, and the record in Matthew chapter 14,
verses 14-21, says, ‘‘And Jesus went forth, and saw agreat
multitude, and was moved with compassion toward them, and
he healed their sick. And when it was evening, his di ciples
came to him, saying, this is adesert place, and the lime is
now past; send the multitude away, that they may go into the
villages and buy themselves victuals. But Jesus said unto them.
They need not depart; give ye them to eat. And they say unto
him. We have here but five loaves, and two fishes. He said
bring them hither to me. And he commanded the multitude to
sit down on the grass, and took the five loaves, and the two
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fishes, and looking upto heaven, he blessed, and brake, and
the loaves to his disciples, and the disciples to the multi-g a v e

tudes. And they did all eat, and were filled; and they took up
of the fragments that remained twelve basketsful. And they
that had eaten were about five thousand men, beside women

By showing this miracle, Christ manifestedand children,
the power of God in him, and beside this he taught agreat
lesson to all people, that is, as he was aware that people were

Secondly, he provided them beforehungry and needed food,
they would ask for it. And finally, he gave all the food to his
disciples, so that they should distribute it among the people.
However, obviously, if any person did not want to accept, it
was his own will; he had made available and was now offering
it to all of them through his disciples, but it was for the people

Likewise, in the setting of this greatto accept it or reject it.
miracle, Christ wanted to show that he was aware that people
are in need of salvation from their sins. Secondly, to provide
them salvation freely he came down from heaven, took upon
him the form of aman, and then died on the cross to pay the
penalty for the sins of the whole world, and was resurrected on
the third day, after his death, to prove once again that he was
truly the Son of God,, and that he was not adead, but aliving
Saviour. And finally, when he had made salvation available
he commanded his disciples to go and preach, or give, the
Good News of salvation to all people upon the whole earth.
However, it was for the people to either accept the available
salvation with faith and obedience to His commands, or to
reject it by simply not believing in him.

Still another lesson which may be learnt from this forego¬
ing passage is to have genuine hunger for the food which
would lead to its acceptance. On another occasion, Christ
exhorted agreat multitude of people, by saying,

they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for
they shall be filled.” (Matthew 5:6). David, the writer of the
Psalms, in the Bible, referring to God says,
mandments are righteousness.”
it is ablessing to hunger and thirst for righteousness, and since
all the commandments of the Lord are righteousness, hence,

B l e s s e d

a r e

‘ A l l t h e c o m -

(Psalms 119:172). Now since
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by doing or obeying the commandments of the Lord our need
of salvation from sin shall be filled.

Beside teaching, Jesus performed several other miracles
but in each miracle there was agreat lesson taught. Finally,
the time came when Jesus, being perfect, by the grace of God
should taste death for every man.
only for him,
robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of no
putation, and took upon him the form of aservant, and was
made in the likeness of men: And being found in fashion as a
man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death,
even the death of the cross.” (Philippians 2:6-8).
was his sole purpose in coming upon the earth that he should
reveal God through his wonderful teachings, and perfect life,
and then give himself as aperfect sacrifice for the sins of the
world, so that through him the sinful world should be

It is said for him, and
Who being in the form of God, thought it not

r e ¬

in fact, it

r e c o n ¬

ciled with God. It is therefore the Bible, in 1Timothy 2:5, that
exhorts us in these words: “For there is one God, und one
mediator between God and men, THE MAN, CHRIST
J E S U S . ”

“Here is aman who was born in an obscure village, the
child of apeasant women. He grew up in an obscure village.
He worked in acarpenter shop until he was thirty, and then
for three years he was an itinerant teacher. He never wrote
abook . He neve r he ld an o f fice . He neve r owned ahome .

He never had afamily. He never went to college. He never
travelled two hundred miles from the place where he was born.
He never did one of the things that usually accompany great-,
n e s s . H e h ^ d n o c r e d e n t i a l s b u t H i m s e l f . H e h a d
credentials but nothing to do with this world except the power
of his divine manhood. While still ayoung man, the tide of
popular opinion turned against him. His friends ran away.
One of them denied him. He was turned over to his enemies;
He went through the mockery of atrial. He was nailed upon
across between two thieves. His executioners gambled for
the only piece of property He had on earth while he was dying;
His garment. Then he was taken down and laid in aborrow¬
ed grave through the love of afriend. More than nineteen
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wide centuries have come and gone. Today He is the centre¬
piece of the human race and leader of the column of progress.
Iam far within the mark when Isay that all the armies that
ever marched, and all the parliaments that ever sat, and all
the kings that ever reigned, put together, have not effected
the life of man upon this earth as powerfully as has that one
solitary life.” (Phillips Brooks).

c o n t i n m n g
\ c h r i s t m n
l e d i i c a t i o uI

(Bible Correspondence Extension Courses
for Home Study)

This is the third course we are running in this special
series of Bible Courses in The Bible Teacher. These lessons

for all—the Christian and the Non-Christian,
be no diploma or certificate issued since these lessons are being
offered solely for the benefit of our reading audience who want
either to learn about Christianity or as aChristian to grow and
develop in the grace and knowledge of the Lord,
and study the material carefully, along with your Bible, and
then take aseparate piece of paper and write the answers to
the questions and mail them to The Bible Teacher for grading.
Your graded lessons will then be returned to you so you may

So if you re-

T h e r e w i l l
a r e

Please read

know how you are progressing in your studies,
ally want to study the Bible so that you may know God’s will
for you then here is your opportunity.

RIGHTLY DIVIDING THE WORD

The Apostle Paul wrote the young preacher Timothy,
w o r k m a n t h a t“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a

needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.’
(2 Timothy 2:15). Please note in particular that he speaks of
“rightly dividing the word”. The American Standard Version
says “handling aright the word of truth.” The Berkley Version
of the New Testament translates it: “Correctly analyzing the
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message of the truth. These various translations and versions
are saying the same thing in substance, that we must be very
careful in the way we deal with God’s word. In other words,
we must study it carefully and reverently to determine what
God’s message is for us today.

You might be surprized to learn that not all people love
the truth. (2 Thessalonians 2:10). That is why all do not
believe it (2 Thessalonians 2:12), do not obey it (Romans 2:8),
do not walk by it. (Galatians 2:12). There are others who
resist it (2 Timothy 3:8), and still others that turn away their
ears from the truth. (2 Timothy 4:4). Because of this it is
advisable that each person study God’s word for himself so
that he may come to know the truth as it really is. (Romans
10:17).

You might think that it would be impossible for you to
your own to the point that you may know

what the Lord would have you to do. But in spite of your
fear, you can do just that.
Bible and given it to one and all. Surely he has not given a
book that we cannot understand. It is true that some of it

very deep and difficult to understand, but other parts of it
are easy to read and study and to understand. It is designed
so that everyone may be challenged by it but all may know
the things God expects of him to be taved. Then as one
continues to read and study, he is gradually able to understand
more. Aperson doesn’t begin his secular education by going
to college but he starts off by learning how to read and write,
and fhe classes that follow prepare him eventually for college
itself. The same is true with the Bible.

Let us realize that we cannot let the Bible fall open at
any point and begin to read and think that that is God’s
message for us today. You may be shocked to find that not
all of the Bible is directed to man today as alaw. As amatter
of fact, most of it does not apply directly to us. Continue to
study with me and Iwill show you how this works. For
example, in Genesis 6God commanded Noah to build an ark,
but that does not mean that he has commanded us to build

study the Bible on

G o d h a s r e v e a l e d h i s w i l l i n t h e

i s
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T h e n i n G e n e s i s 1 2 w e r e a d t h a t G o d c o m m a n d e do n e .

Abram to depart from his country to acountry he would show
him, but this doesn’t mean that we must leave our country.
And so on with many other commands that we read about in
t h e B i b l e .

All of this clears up when we understand that the Bible
is made up of atotal of sixty-six books and it is broken into
two major divisions, the Old Testament and the New Testa¬
ment. The Old Testament has thirty-nine books and the New
Testament has twenty-seven books. The Old Testament begins
with the creation in the book of Genesis and continues through
the book of Malachi. The New Testament begins with Matt¬
hew and goes through Revelation.

God gave his people alaw but later decided to give anew
law. This made the first law old and therefore it became known
as the Old Testament. The second law being new, it became,
k n o w n a s t h e N e w T e s t a m e n t . T h e w o r d T e s t a m e n t i t s e l f

means covenant, will, or law. Thus, the Hebrew writer said
in speaking of Christ and the new testament :
cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by means
of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that were
under the first testament, they might receive the promise of
eternal inheritance. For where atestament is, there must also
of necessity be the death of the testator. For atestament is
of force after men are dead :otherwise it is of no strength at
a l l w h i l e t h e t e s t a t o r l i v e t h .

A n d f o r t h i s

(Hebrews 9:15-17). In Hebrews
8:7 the same writer said, “For if that first covenant had been
faultless, then should no place have been sought for the
s e c o n d . Then in Hebrews 10:9 he said, “He taktfTh away

So the wri ter

J J

the first, that he may establish the second,
makes it clear that the Old Testament law was taken away and

» >

anew law was given. One under the new law can no more
keep the old law than those under the old law could keep the
new law that was yet to be given. That is, those who lived
under the Old Testament law had to live by it and they will be
judged by it on the day of judgment, and those of us who are
living under the New Testament law are duty bound to abide
by it because we will one day be judged by it.
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From the beginning of time up to this time, as set forth
in the Bible, there have been three major periods of time. The
first was the Patriarchal age which had its beginning with
Adam and Eve and continued up to the giving of the law of
Moses. You may read about this from Genesis IT up to
Exodus 20. The word patriarch means father and during this
age God spoke to the fathers or the heads of the families and
in turn they spoke to their people concerning God’s will for
them. This period has often been described as the starlight
age which signifies alimited amount of light. It lasted for
2500 years. The second age is the Mosaical dispensation or
period of time. This was the time in which God gave his law
to Moses and through which he spoke to his people in a
written law. It began with Exodus 20 and ended with the
death of Christ on the cross. It is described as the moonlight
age in which more light was given. It lasted for 1500 years.
And finally, the third period of time is said to be the Christian
age which began with Christ’s death on the cross and will
continue to exist until Christ comes again, meaning that it is
the third and final period of time. During this age God speaks
to us through Christ in the New Testament. (Matthew 17:5 ;
Hebrews 1:1, 2). This period is said to be the sunlight age
in which full light has been given through Christ. It has
already been in force for almost 2000 years and how long it
will yet continue we know not. We are therefore living in the
Christian age and we are governed by the law of Christ.

When we understand the way the Bible is divided up and
the ages that are revealed therein, we are able to know the law
that is binding on us. We know at the same time that we
cannot go back to the Old Testament law to justify any practice
that we want to engage in, such as tithing, keeping the Sabbath,
the use of mechanical music, etc. Although we cannot go
back to the Old Testament for the Ten Commandments, we
must realize that commands such as not to kill, not to steal,
etc., are taught under the law of Christ. Just because the Old
Testament is not binding on us as alaw, this does not mean
that it is not inspired of God. It is inspired of God, is the
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word of God, and there are many reasons why we should read
and study it. The Old Testament tells us about God, his
creation, the history of mankind, how he chose his people and
dealt with them. It tells us that when people obeyed God he
blessed them and when they disobeyed him he punished them,

Paul says of the Old Testament : “ F o r w h a t s o e v e r
things were written aforetime were written for our learning,
that we through patience and comfort of the Scriptures might
have hope.” (Romans 15:4).
happened under the Old Testament law, he said
with many of them God was not well pleased :for they were
over thrown in the wilderness. Now these things were
examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil things,
they also lusted. Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of
them ;as it is written. The people set down to eat and drink,
and rose up to play. Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of
them also tempted, and were destroyed of serpents. Neither
murmur ye, as some of them also murmured, and were destroy¬
ed of the destroyer. Now all these things happened unto them
for ensamples :and they are written for our admonition, upon
whom the ends of the world are come.” (1 Corinthians 10:5-

e t c .

Speaking of the things that
a g a i n , “ B u t

o u r

a s

11).
Also, i t has been said that the Old Testament foretells

the New Testament and that the New Testament explains the
Old Testament. The Old Testament tells about the coming
of Christ and his church and there are many many principles
there that would apply to any age.

Christ lived and died under the Law, although his teach¬
ing and life was concerned with what would happen under the
New Teshiment Law. When one understands this then he
understands why he cannot go to the thief on the cross as an
example of how one is to be saved today.

There are many Old Testament quotations in the New
Testament but both Christ and the various New Testament
writers make it very clear that the first law was fulfilled and
replaced by the law of Christ. (Matthew 5:17-19 ;John 1:17 ;
Luke 24:44 ;2Corinthians 3;Galatians 5:4 ;Colossians 1:14).
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They speak of the New Testament as the perfect law of liberty
(James 1:25), that we have been given all things that pertain
to life and godliness (2 Peter 1:4), and that by keeping the com¬
mandments of the Lord we may have the hope of eternal life.
(Revelation 22 :14). We are likewise warned that we are not
to add to his 1aw, subtract from it, or to substitute for it in
any way. (Revelation 32:18, 19 ;Galatians 1:7-9).

Finally, to urderstand the word of God as it may apply
to us today, here are some good questions to ask while study¬
ing :

1. Who is the speaker ?
2. When was it spoken ?

To whom was it spoken ?
Is the language figurative or literal ?
Is it acommand ?

Does it seem to conflict with other simple truths, as
I u n d e r s t a n d i t ?

7. In what context was it spoken ?
If you will consider seriously the things that have been

said and attempt to answer these questions as you study, then
surely you will see the wisdom of Paul’s statement when he
said that we should rightly divide the word of truth. Further¬
more, when you apply these rules of study you will indeed be
able to see the wisdom of his statement since it really works.
When you rightly divide the word it is possible to understand
the Lord’s will as he intended for you to understand it. When
the word is not rightly divided then one is left confused and
bewildered. Truly God knows best and when we learn to

follow his instruction then we are rewarded,
QUESTIONS FOR STUDY

1. Who said that we should rightly divide the word ?
What does it mean to rightly divide the word ?

3. Do all people love the truth ?
Why should each one study the Bible for himself ?

5. Is it possible to understand the Bible ?
Can we allow the Bible to fall open at any point and
begin to read it and feel that this is God’s will for
us ?

3 .

4 .

5.

6.

2 .

4 .

6 .
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Are all of the commands of the Bible directed to us ?
How many books are there in the Bible ?
Name the two major divisions of the Bible.
What is the difference in the Old Testament and the
N e w Te s t a m e n t ?

D e fi n e t e s t a m e n t .

Which testament is binding today, the old or the new?
List the three major periods of time set forth in the
B i b l e .

In which period of time or dispensation time do we
l ive ?

Can we go back to the Old Testament for the autho¬
rity to justsfy the tilings we are doing ?
What is the purpose of the Old Testament today ?
Under which law did Christ live and die ?
Why can we not go to the thief on the cross as an
example of salvation ?
Mention some scriptures that tell us that the Old
Testament is no longer binding but that we
be governed by the New Testament law.
What are some questions that we can ask that will
help us of better understand God’s will ?
Can you see the value of rightly dividing the word of
truth ?In what way or ways ?

7 .

8 .

9 .

10.

11 .

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

1 8 .

19.
a r e t o

20.

2 1 .

r T

questions and^ a n s g r e r sm
This is the third and final set of questions from our friend’

in Eluru, A.P.
QUESTION: Leprosy?

In the 13 &14th chapters of Leviticus God gives command¬
ments to Moses regarding Lepers:

(a) The clinical diagnosis of leprosy is made by the High
Priest after isolating the patient for 7days in observa-
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tion period. But as we know, leprosy is avery chronic
disease running into years either to contact it or for
cure. So that is adefinite “fallacy” from the medical
point of view,

(b) The portion of Leviticus 14:33-48 describes even leprosy
on awall and its radical treatment. Leprosy occurs in
the body, mainly skin and nerves, but never never on
t h e w a l l s .

So what shall you do with the portion in the light of Reve¬
l a t i o n 2 2 : 1 9 ?

ANSWER: The scripture referred to gives the true story and
we would be much better off not to question it.
In the first place, please note that the practice of quaran¬

tine of persons having contagious diseases is introduced in
these verses, apractice unknown to medicine in those days and
for many centuries to come. In the second place, the passage
does not say that the symptoms described are the beginning
of the disease or that the leprosy had developed over night.
The indication is that when aperson found an unusual spot
on his skin, he was to show himself to the priest. Then, based
on God’s very detailed description of the skin condition, the
priest was to observe the progress of the spot. If the spot
had begun to dry up (as would commonly happen if the disease
were not leprosy) at the end of fourteen days then the person
was free to go. If it had not begun to dry up but showed
signs of spreading, the person was to be quarantined and
continue under regular examination by the priest. All of this
was unknown to medical practices of those days, but is in
strict accordance with modern day medical knowledge. There
is no‘Tallacy” at all in the scriptures on this point, but the
questioner has himself mentally inserted the statements with
which he found fault but which are not actually in the
scriptures.

Concerning Leviticus 14:33-48 and the question of leprosy
in abuilding, two points need to be considered. The first is
that the word leprosy as used in the Old Testament scriptures,



18

according to Bible scholars, probably was not limited solely
to what we call leprosy today, but likely included other skin
diseases that were similar in their habits and effect. Some of
these might not even be known today. Thus if
habited ahouse and he found afungus type growth on the
walls, agrowth that spread under observation, in order to
remove the danger of plague or contagious disease, that house
was to be destroyed. If, during the Middle Ages, men had
been wise enough to use such measures, many of the sweeping
plagues that killed thousands could have been avoided.

In the second place, the questioner has seemingly failed to
note that in Leviticus 14:34 the Lord said that if, “,... Iput
the plague of leprosy in ahouse...” Since we are in no posi¬
tion to refute or deny what God says he could do, and
did do on certain occasions, we would be wise to be cautious
about accusing Him.
QUESTION: God and Racial Conflicts?

The Old Testament proclaims in many places that the God
of the universe and the creator of mankind chose the Jews out
o f t h e r a c e s o f t h e w o r l d .

Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, etc., etc., and many
others. The Jews were as bad as the rest. They had: 1.
Polygamy. 2. Slavery. 3. Prostitution. 4. Perversions, 5.
Indiscipline.

In those days of narrow outlook, racialism, and racial
conflicts for supremacy, did God take the side of the Jews
against all others?

Shall we today believe that the Arab-Israeli wars also in¬
volved God? If so is God racially prejudiced? Is God aGod of
war or peace? The message of peace and goodwill at Christ¬
mas, it has no relevance and isn’t it self-contradictary?
ANSWER: God created man and all races eventually came

for th but God is not the auther of man’s rac ia l
c o n fl i c t s .

God chose the nation of Israel (the Jews) to be his people
through which his Son Jesus would finally come. He first
chose Abraham (Genesis 12), because he was arighteous

a p e r s o n m -

There were Philistines, Egyptians,
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man, and promised to make amighty nation of his seed. The
Jews had evils among them in time but God worked with them
and blessed them when they did his will and punished them
when they did not. Read ICorinthians 10, for example. As for
the other races, their wickedness had reached such proportions
that God could not tolerate their existance any longer (Genesis
15:16; Deuteronomy 9:4). God was therefore with his people
and made it possible for them to be victorious over all others,
that is, as they followed his instructions.

The State of Israel today is not the same Israel that we read
about in the Bible. The Israel of the Bible was God’s chosen
people. The Israel of today in simply asecular group of
people who have taken the ancient name of Israel a s a n a m e

for their Country. God is involved in the Arab-Israeli con¬
flict as he is involved in every event that takes place on the
earth but he is not the author of war, although he
war to accomplish his purposes. He does not cause the war,

any other evil, but.when man goes to war, Gpd can use
that to accomplish what he wants done.

m a y u s e

o r

The Bible does not teach Christmas, but it does teach that
Christ was born and that he died for the sins of the world. ,
He died that man might be saved and live at peace with his
fellowman. The Bible says that God is not the author of con¬
fusion but of peace. God teaches not only that man should
not murder and kill, but that he should not even hate his
brother, athing that God considers to be equal to murder. (I
John 3:15);

Thank you, my friend, for your questions, but Iwould
encourage you to read and study the Bible with an open mind
and with the desire to know what it teaches instead or reading
it and studying it to find fault with it and to attempt to
discredit it. You cannot do it, but instead it will destroy

That is, if you reject God’s word then you will havey o u .

denied yourself of the many blessings that could come to you
from accepting it, and one day it will condemn you to eternal
destruction. (John 12:48). Take heed therefore how you deal
with the Bible, God’s word.
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Who will go to the Punjab? Here is aState of millions of
people, of fertile farm land, and noted as the home of the Sikh
religion. The capital is the new, modern, and beautiful city of
Chandigarh. Other cities include Amritsar, Bhatinda, Feroze-
pur, Gurdaspur, Hoshiarpur, Jullundur, Kapurthala, Ludhiana,
Patiala, Rupar, and Sangrur.

Denominationalism has been in the Punjab for along time
through preachers, churches, hospitals, and schools, but our
major work there as the Lord’s church has been through Bible
correspondence courses and magazines and tracts that have
been sent to interested parties. This past December Bro. Vipul
Rai went to the area of Ludhiana for some preaching and Bible
studies. He was well received, and then in April Bro. Sunny
David went for avisit. He found some opposition this time.
With most of the people being associated with religious organi¬
zations from which they were receiving their training or
supporf, no doubt they feared that if they accepted the teach¬
ings of the New Testament they would lose what they had.
Anyway, the truth was preached and we will see what finally
c o m e s f r o m i t .

The church is yet to be established in the Punjab. Who
would be interested in going there? Remember, we can’t send
you or support you. Neither are we saying that you must go.
You may not even know the truth well enough to go. You may
still be needed where you are. But this State is being called to
your attention in case you are reading these lines and you might
be in position to go and you could be challenged to do so.

Someone in the Punjab itself may be reading these lines,
and although you may not be aChristian and amember of the
church, you might want to learn the truth, obey it, and then
put forth an effort to teach and influence others so that the



church might be established there.
Let us pray that the gospel may soon

Punjab with the result that the church is planted there and thatin time all in this area may come to know the truth of God.
Again, we ask, Who will go? Jesus has already said, ‘Go Is
he speaking to you? Will you hear him and obey Him?

be preached in the

H I I

^ b i h l e
^ q u i z

Win APrize” Bible Quiz, No. 15

I

u

Send in all correct answers and you will be awarded a
book that will be of immense value to you.
I N S T R U C T I O N S :
1. Your answers must reach us within 15 days of your receiv¬

ing this magazine.
2. Do not tear out the quiz from your magazine. Neither

should you send the magazine back. Use separate paper
for your answers.

3. Keep acopy of your answers to enable you to compare
them with the given answers in the next issue.

4. All entries must enclose 20p. in postage stamps. This will
cover only part of the postage required to send you your
award. Even if your answers are incorrect, this will not be
refundable, as the postage you have forfeited will help send
t h e a w a r d t o t h e w i n n e r s .

5. Use King James version (Authorised) Bible.
6. Follow the above instructions carefully and send your

answers to The Quizmaster, P.O.Box 3815, New Delhi
11 0 0 4 9 .

QUIZ NO. 15 :
1. Who went to her wedding on acamel? Give the chapter.
2. Who was born first—Abram or Aaron?
3. Who was the first woman to see Jesus after His resurrection?
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4. At what pool did the sick and infirm wait for the troubling
of the wa te rs?

5. Find ;“Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy
youth.”

ANSWERS TO QUIZ NO. 14 :
1. 2Kings 5. 2. False. 3. False, the Pharisee in the parable
did. 4. Paul, Acts 9:25. 5. Joshua 24:15.

Jesus Christ ’s Crucifixion
S t e v e n B u r t o n C h o a t e

Agood question about Jesus’ Crucifixion is why was he
crucified? The reason he was crucified was because the Phari-

and Saducees didn’t want the people to turn away froms e e s

t h e m .

At the time Jesus was taken he was in the Garden of
Gethsemane praying, “And while he yet spake, behold amulti¬
tude, and he that was called Judas, one of the twelve, went
before them, and drew near to Jesus to kiss him.” (Luke 22:47).

And one of them smote the servant
A n d J e s u s a n s w e r -

They came to take him,
of the high priest, and cut off his right ear.

And he touched his ear, anded and said. Suffer ye thus far.
(Luke 22:50-51). This alone shows Jesus’ great9 9healed him.

love for mankind. How many of us would heal aman’s ear
if it was in our power, if that man was coming to murder us ?

They took Jesus and although the governor found him
innocent it was decided to crucify him, even though they had to
release amurderer to do i t !AMurderer !

They crucified Jesus in Golgotha, or the place of the
skull, which is also called Calvary, (Luke 23:33). They parted
his raiment and cast lots for it, and Jesus said, “Father, forgive
them ;for they know not what they do.” (Luke 23:34). They
put asign over him in Greek and Latin and Hebrew, “This is
the King of the Jews.” (Luke 23:3S),

The ground trembled and the sun was veiled and Jesus
said in aloud voice, “Father into thy hands Icommend my
spirit,” and saying this he gave up the ghost. The earth quak-
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ed and the rocks were rent, and seeing all of these things one
centurion said, “Truly, this was the Son of God. (Matt. 27;

There is one song that Ilike ;it says :
my life for thee ;what hast thou given for me ?
good question,
we might live. Are you prepared for the Judgment?

54).
Igave, Igave

T h a t i s a7 ”

What have we given for him ?He died that

Eradicate Sin in Your Life
P. R . S w a m y

U

The other day, Inoticed asign-board in the cantonment
Railway Station, Bangalore, with the following words—“Ticket¬
less travel is asocial evil, Help the Railway to Eradicate this
evil”. We have the “Malaria eradication project” successfully
working in our Land,
individual must be eradicated.
Dictionary) “to extirpate” or “Root out” or “Tear up by
r o o t s ” .

In the same way, sin in the life of an
To eradicate” means (Oxford

N A T U R E O F S I N

(1 Jn. 3:4) Sin is
I t i s a d e l i b e r a t e v i o l a t i o n

“Sin is the trangression of the Law
not maya, misfortune or weakness,
of Gods Law. There are Sins of Commission and Sins of

We can also commit sin in our hearts.Omission. (Jas. 4;17).
(Math. 5:28).

CONSEQUENCE OF SIN
‘All men have sinned” Rom. 3:23, and there is no excep¬

tion. The wages of sin is death”, (Rom. 6:23). This is the
spiritual separation. The soul that sinneth, it shall die, (Eze.
18:20). Sin has separated man from God. (Isa 59:1, 2). Sin robs
the happiness and peace of man. If sin reigns, he cannot have
any fellowship with God and his fellow men. Sin has produc¬
ed havocs in many homes,
hell. (II Thess 1:7-9 ;Rev 21:8).

Sinful man is eternally doomed to

G O D ’ S A T T I T U D E T O W A R D S I N
God hates Sin, because He is Holy. But God loveth

sinners, since he created them, (John 3:16). God is aloving
God, (I Jn. 4:16). Also, God is aJust God, in that He has to
punish the sinful. (Exo 34:7; Hab. 1:13).
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SIN MUST BE ERADICATED
With sin man can’t come to God and have fellowship

Man IS helpless, can’t save himself. Christ is the only hope!
Jesus Christ died to take away ’ j

Through Jesus Christ man can be reconciled to God.
The antidote for Sin is the Blood of Christ. (Rom 5:8-11).

HOW CAN ONE COME IN CONTACT WITH
THE BLOOD OF CHRIST ?

If he believes Jesus Christ is the Son of God, who died
to take away Ins sins, repents and confess his faith in Christ
and is buried with him into his death. (Rom. 6:3, 4) he can be
cleansed. (Acts 22:16).

He can put on Christ. (Gal. 3:27).
Then he is anew creature. (II Cor. 5.T7).
Oh man, come out of your sinful life and be cleansed by

the Blood of Christ. Oh Christians, be vigilant and let not sin
reign in your mortal bodies. As long as Sin dominates in
individual’s life, or in anation or in the church which is the
family of God, there is no peace and happiness. Neither is
there any hope of salvation. Christian’s !help the churches in
their Sin Eradication Programme.

o u r s i n .

a n

Stop-Turn Back
K . M a t t h e w

It is no wonder, that the people of the world, those who
do not know about the Bible, say that there is no unity in
Christianity. Various beliefs, ideas, and' faiths are ruling
Christianity. Iwant you to know the matter is very serious
because it has to do with eternal life. If you are abeliever in
Christ, you should accept his words, what is said in the Bible,
because the Bible is God’s word. Is there no unity in Chris¬
tianity? Yes, there is. There is unity among true believers,
among those who are practicing first century Christianity
today, among those who are accepting the whole Bible as the
word of God as being inspired of God. So there is only one
way for unity in Christianity. Come back to the word of God.
Turn away from man-made creeds and traditions of old.

You cannot be aCatholic, Protestant, Methodist, Pente¬
costal, or apart of any other sect, but you should be just a
Christian. We can see many groups that are mentioned
among men that are not spoken of in the Bible. The estab-
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lishment of the Lord’s church is clearly noted in the book of
Acts. (Read Acts Chapter 1&2). In the second chapter of
Acts verse 47 it says that those who were saved were added to
the church by the Lord. Not by apastor, reverend, or by any
other person were they added to the church.

What does salvation mean,
of the change that takes place in aperson’s heart and lite
through his obedience to the Lord. Please note this example :
Aman is in aditch and someone helps him out. When his
friend takes him out of the ditch he is saved from it.
he was in the ditch you could say he was not in the ditch but
would that have changed his situation? No, ahundred per¬
cent no Iam sure that all of you will agree with me. Actu¬
ally, this is the real thing in many so called Christians. They

not sure about themselves and about their salvation.

It means that it is the result

W h i l e

a r e

In the 9th chapter of Acts verses 4&5, when Saul was
going to Damascus to persecute Christians, he saw agreat
light and fell down and he heard avoice say, “Saul, Saul, why
persecutest thou me?’’ Then Saul replied, “Who art thou
Lord?” (For aclear picture read the \vhole chapter.) Was
Saul saved on the spot? Was he changed in the same'moment?
The Bible authoritatively says NO !Because the Lord also
said to him, “You go to the city, and it will be given to you
what you should do.” The following verses says that Ananias
was sent to him and he told Saul to receive his sight and after
he received his sight was baptized: If Saul was saved When the
Lord appeared to him on the way to Damascus, why did the
Lord say, “Go to the city.” If people believe that Saul was
saved when he called on the Lord, then what about the people
of the world? If it is so for asingle soul, will it not follow
that all can be saved without preaching because one way or
the other most people will call on the Lord. But there is more
to i t t han t ha t .

Mark 16:15, 16 says that thoseS a l v a t i o n i s c o n d i t i o n a l ,
who believe and are baptized shall be saved and that those who
do not will naturally be lost. In Acts 2:38 we read, “Repent
and be baptized everyone of you in the name of Christ for the
remission of your sins.” Dear reader, what about your situ¬
ation? You may be agood person trying to unite the people
of liumerous beliefs and practices. But you cannot achieve
this unless there is aturning back to the word of God. If you
have aquestion or doubt please feel free to ask. We are con¬
cerned about your soul because the soul is worth more than
this world. Realize your situation and turn back to the pure
faith of the New Testament. There will be many troubles from
your own home, your religious leaders, your friends, your
money, but above all consider your soul which is worth more.



^nrrr̂ ciTT
Stia?!—iifo

?rreiT|?qT ^r w4 |sttot #|rf^ ^sr^rr ?t«rt
?Tir %! $RTi sriq-; ¥irr=?rT q-^ff if qft ^rsfrr

^ir 'T?^ qft | | | , y y ^
?TTciTfcirr

¥'T ?r>ir ?TTfft

I r^qrfr, ?nf?Tq? ^tF^t, q ' f t s r r
ij 3TRr, cTsrr ^jt t|> 3rr?rr ?rrf^ ; ^
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Ikifek 4,^ ikb ik j^kk 4l4kk >tj Iklk

klk

IIkkikJ kikk kiik ‘.
klk Ik Iikik ikll kk£jk ‘k|k ̂I2k k*:k kl ik ̂kk 4l4kk ifej
Îk4k ̂kkik rIk4kk Ikk ̂k̂k 4l4kk k4k ''ii. i± ikilkim ikijm 4kkk k4k I

4klife kklik ^ iiklk kkikkk ik42 4.^^'
ilikk ki^ bt^ikMk |.kj Iklk 4k klk 4kbU
4il± 4I kki bkj ̂^ih imk ikj Ik4k bklk 1{\\

k^ikIkkjk) lkl$ Ikikjkk li klk ±kk Ikk
LZ



’kah|t—‘iSlfeSli) i
iJit ^ikbiJSI

BIMfeJ Bill j^BlJs ihk IIIBiB life
hBj ̂ifeBB Bih <^B1B

IBi IIB^ ^BBBJ %Iky^lB ^ifeBB hBJ :^IB1 lyi ‘lliB|B
^ifeBB iiBj iiSB :^ib1 iys b^bib %bb bjb :^ihl ‘bb ^bb
‘I iBBBB BbIb Bih :̂1B^ ilBJ %BBB ̂BBBJ J^BB i
ilfeJill J^BB B-4B IBhB |^iiB iit Balls USB b1 ihj |
iBBBB 1b ‘^B iife BBIBS BBJB' £^B "‘^i.B ^BlB
BB b1 ^B ih BytB IBBi Bj |BIB BBBB ^BB<BJ \BBBB
1BB;BJ IIBllB: 1B12B BBi b1 B-^B life hlh BlBbB B^ ^

^B

Cs V.!e. V

i-BJ ‘IBl̂fe BsBhB 4* J^B2:fe IBB Bjh ‘illBBz 2aBJB BJJS 1^ ̂B|ih
'iJBBj BBB ;| ll BBB b1 y± BB ^llBB IBBB' ‘|l̂yiB
Bii ifej IIBjl B^B ^B^ II^llB 1B12B ilB ll BBi b1bljlB
Ikll ^B BIBIBB llfeBB Bl fBJB ‘%2:B ‘Bllfe B^B ''ifelBB IBl^
‘iBys ibife 1IhiBiBj BhifeiBB 111 bIb Bih :^ib1 bib

IIBIJS ilBJ C> -

ilfe, BBB %BB $Ifeb BB% ^^%BiBB IfeJ
^iBlfeJ I1B£ BiB BfeBB illBlBfeBJ ̂BfeJB Bilk ̂BBB
^^BlfeJ ^^BB Bi-lfeJ I^!BB B^^ BfefeB ilBJ Ife
life IBllfe^Bfe: l^BB |B1|B lilB 1^ jB*ilS BkBB IBBlfeJ
(ol̂'S bIbb) „ilBfi ̂B±J BBB IBB ilfi^ BifeBiJ 1§|B ̂B|B B|,B
‘I IBlfeBJ BBIB ̂kB IfeJ ‘IBBJ BIB Ij ̂hB BiBB ̂B|B/,

I|B |l lfe|2 B|B 'IBS life BiB l^BB B|B
|1B ̂!§|h IB IIBIBBJ BIB 1^ Bli BlBfeBJ ̂BB B|B IIBl^B
lfe|2 J^B B|B ifej IklB ^BB IIBB BlBfe^ BfeBB ^BB IB ibB ^BB
|J£ ̂Bh IIB IBB BkfeJ %BB ̂BB BB% iIB IBl̂ |1b |Blfe ̂IJb
^B ^B iIBblB |l |BB Ib ^S|lfe ifeJ IBIB ^B
i2'b.-S\'h.:'f, BiBB „|liBll£ |l |BB |_B |B.B S|!fe |l BBB %BB ̂BJB,
‘JJs |Blife Ib iJlBfe IIBBJ Slife BBB ifeBB B|B ‘|1B ̂l§|h l̂BB
^i|B ‘BiBB |B:B: |i S|B„ ‘ij |IBli BBIB BBJB IBB I|B iliBJ
B|B IIS^ |i b!& BJBBJ I^B ‘ill B|BBa BB ^-|B£ IliB Bi |Ib
i|2 ^B ||i Bijl$ ‘|li Bih %SB :^BI ^BB iil illBj 1^ ^Bi BI
li B|B, B^ Ib IIB B|b li ^1b BfeB ^BB IbIB ^B iJ |^klB Jj
BBBJ %|ki B^ BB Bl I|IBBBJ BliB IBB Ak-'r,t

BIB BBBB

Bi

2Z



MLw iChurch^ d i r e c t o r y
Chiirch of Christ
508/32 Baida Road
Lucknow (U.P.)
Church of Chr is t
B o x 6 5 4 3
C u m b a l a H i l l
Bombay-26
Church o f Chr is t
Pathanapuram P. O.
Quilon (DT.)
K e r a l a S t a t e

Church of Chr is t
Churachandpur
Manipur
Church of Christ
G N T R o a d
Pozhal, JVladras-600066
Church of Christ
953 Kalasiguda, Bolarum
Secunderabad 500010, A.P.
Hyderabad
Church o f Chr is t
H. No. 1-9-312/5/2
Vidyanagar
Hyderabad 500044, A.P.
Church of Christ
88 Gadwal House
Nampally
Hyderabad 500001, A.P.
Church of Christ
Amararat i Road
Arundelpet (P.O.)
Guntur 2, A.P.

Church of Christ
37 M.S.O. Colony
Bansawadi Road
_^ngalore-33
Church of Christ
1/1, Bishop’s Lane,
Olf Perambur Barracks Road
M a d r a s - 7
Church of Christ
35, Lock Street
Kot tur,
Madras-600085
Church of Christ
Nongrim Hills
Shillong
Church of Christ
Ketti, P.O. Nilgiris
Ta m i l N a d u
Church of Christ
No. 50-753-177
Gooty Road
Kurnool-2 (A.P.)
Church of Christ
Pool Bagh Road
Vizianagaram-2.
Church of Christ
Vattapadam
Palankara -P. O.
N i l a m b u r
Kerala State
Church of Christ
G. Kondur (P.O.)
Via Kondapalli
Krishna District, A.P.

These are but afew of the addresses of the
Christ located in India. Contact the
information about worship services.
Courses, and tracts, etc.

churches of
o n e n e a r e s t y o u f o r
Bible Correspondence

Printed at Pioneer Fine Art Press, Delhi-6. In̂
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