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Anti-Church - |

“In the Bible we read of those who were anti-Christ. (1.John
2:18, 22; 1 John 4:3; 2 John 7). These were people who denied
that Christ was the Son of God, would not confess him, and
opposed him. Such people still live today—here in India and
throughout the world. They stand condemned already. (John
8:24). But even more amazing than this is the fact that there are -
many who mentally believe in Christ as the Son of God but
reject his church and have therefore become anti-church in-their :
thinking and actions.

When you go out to talk to denominational people about
Christianity, all goes well until you bring up the subject of the
church. Then they begin to withdraw themselves and-to leave
hints that they would prefer not to continue the discussion.
The fact is, that even though all of these people are members
of some church, they have heard so much about various
churches and all of the divisions they represent that they have
become anti-church. That is, they are bitter toward the idea of
the church. They are tired of hearing about the different
churches. They see all the hypocrisy of it. As a result, many



2

want to give up and quit Christianity all together. Others are
not. so. proned. to do that but they deﬁmtely are not 1nterested
in the church anymore.

There are two paradoxes about all of this that we need to
notice. First, there is the paradox that concerns these denomi-
national churches themselves. They say on the one hand that
the church is not important, that one is as good as another,
that you can go to heaven without being a member of them,
yet they teach and encourage people to become members of
them. This is very confusing to a lot of people. It is also a
contradlctxon, not to mention the fact that is does not make
sense:  With this kind of teaching going on, no wonder people
have lost confidence in what they consider to be Christianity.
The second paradox concerns the members of these various
churches. They oppose these churches, don’t believe in them,
are anti church, but also they are members of some church, feel
that they should be attached to some such group, and at the
same time would never think of leaving their church. They be-
lieve in denominationalism, want the freedom to be a part of
these churches, to be accepted by all of them, but do not want
the responsibility that goes along with being tied down to any
particular one of them.

To talk to a person about the church usually results in driv-
ing that person away from you. To begin with, he is a member
of a church and he concludes that you are trying to get him to
leave his church to become a member of your church. In the
next place, his understanding of the church is entirely different
to yours. You are talking about the church of the Bible but
even though he is a member of a demomination he is still
thinking of his church as being the Lord’s church. When he
reads of the church in Jhe Bible he applies that to his denomi-
nation. When his pastor reads verses of scripture about the
church or refers to the church then those truths are applied to
his church. Therefore, he doesn’t see any need ‘of leaving one
church to become a member of another church when they both
represent the Lord’s church.

What this individual, as well as most other believers in



3

Christ, have failed to see, is the oneness and beauty of the
Lord’s church as set forth in the Bible. This church is not a
denomination or a multitude of denommatlons It is not man-
made. Instead, it is the one and only church of the Lord. It is
the spiritual body of Christ. It is made up of those who have
obeyed the Lord, who are saved and who wear the name of
Christ. The church itself is not the saviour, but one must be
in it to be saved. Those who are not in it are rot saved. Neither
can one become a member of it by joining a denomination.
Christ built the church, died for it, and purchased it with his
own blood. He is the saviour of it and its head. It is his bnde
and one day he is coming back for it.

Sure]y one cannot read and study the Bible smcerely w1th
an open mind without coming to a knowledge of the truth
concerning the church. Whatever the Bible teaches on it, whe-
ther it teaches the importance of it, or the unimportance of it,
whether there be one or many, surely one can learn the facts of
it if he will but study to learn and to know the facts. Then once
one learns the truth on this subject, if he is honest with himself
and wants to please God,. all he can do is acknowleﬂge that
truth and accept it. The question then would not” be whether
there is a local congregation of the Lord’s church or not, and
if there is one, whether it is young or old, whether it islarge or
small, whether they have a meeting house or not, whether they
have a preacher or not, etc., but the fact is that once one learns
the truth then he is duty bound to accept that truth, provided
he wants to be saved. How thankful one should be that he has
finally learned the truth and therefore that he can accept it. .
Furthermore, whether anyone else accepts it, or even if ome is
left without his friends or even farmly members, the truth is
what one should want and it is the truth that one should obey.
How could anyone in his right mind learn the truth and allow

.anything, regardless of how little or big 1t might be, keep’ hlm“
from obeying that truth? ;- ,

It is no wonder that so many are anfj-church. and do not -
want to tdlk about the church of the Bible or any other church.
They have this attitude simply because they have never known °
the Lord’s church, and consequently, denominationalism in the -
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form of man-made churches has never been able to satisfy tﬁem.
But let me once more encourage you to g0 to your Bible and
study this matter again. Make a fresh start. Put out of ydlif
mind, if you can, all of your previous knowledge and ideas
about any kind of a church. Then begin to read and sfudy
with an opén mind with the desire to know only what the Bible
says about the church. If you will do this, then sufely yolu‘jwill
be able to'see the church in an entirely different light than you
have ever seen it before. The church will take on a new mean-
ing. - You will see the significance of it, the importance of it.
You will also see that to accept Christ will be to accept and
become a member of his church. ‘

Will you try this? Do it for the sake of your soul. You are

under no obligation to anyone but to yourself should you learn
the truth, whatever that may be.

'as.sOcic_ite |
weditorial

%

Restoring The Real Image

OFTEN it is discussed, and even taught in many schools,
that man had his origin with monkey or an ape, and that there
is no one, such as God, who created man but he himself has
developed to live through evolution from a single primitive cell.
However, not a single person, who believes in this theory, has
" ever been able to explain the question, “From where did that
single i:rimitive cell come?” It is further believed that spiritu-
ally ‘a man is no better than an animal. However, there is no
way to prove this theory too, but there are several reasons
which force us to reject this idea. Logically speaking; for
instance, physical and spiritual abilities that are generally found
in man are not present in animals. Man is a worshipful being,
and his conscious tells him thaMe needs to worship. And the
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fact that while God requires man to worship HIM and serve
HIM, but he never expects such from animals, shows a great
difference between man and animal. But what is man? Did he
come into existence by himself, or was he created? Who created
man, and how? _

. The only source which answers these questions reaso‘hab‘ly
and rightly is the book of which the eternal God is the author.
Yes, I mean the Bible. As we open this book, it begins with
these words, ‘‘In the beginning God created the heaven and the -
earth......And God said, Let us make man in our own image,
after our likeness...So God created man in his own image, in
the image of God created he him; male and female created he -
them.” (Genesis 1: 1, 26 and 27). And yet again, "**And the
Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed
into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living
soul.” (Genesis 2:7). :

Thus, the truth is that God made man. He formed man of
the dust of the ground. This is, in-fact, in perfect harmony
with .moder}rchemical analysis which detects at least fourteen
elements in the human body identical with the dust —such as
oxygen, hydrogen, silicon, ‘magnesium, sodium, phosphorus,
carbon, etc. But a more recent discovery by scientists declares
that there is scarcely an element in the human body ‘ which- is
not-‘identical to the dust. -But when God made or formed
man’s body of the dust, at that point man was incomplete,
made of the earth and therefore material. But the scripture
informs us-that God “Breathed into his nostrils the breath of
life; and- man became a living soul:”” * This is the fact that God
had in mind when he said, “Let us make man‘in our image,
after our likeness.” And again the scriptures inform us that
“God is a Spirit” (John 4.24). Therefore, God’s plan was to
make.man a spiritual being. And accordingly when he breathed
the breath of life, or spirit, in a material being, he, man, be-
came a living soul. So, man was created by God in His image
and -after His likeness. ' '

Creator, God, ‘had intended for man that spiritually he
should live eternally with Him and enjoy all blessings in Him.
And so man lived in the presence of God and was happy.
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Loving God, as Father, told man what is good for him and
what he should do. He also told him what is harmful for him,
and what he should not do. Not only this, but he also warned
man of the penalty or consequences that he would have to bear
if he chose to do what God had forbidden him to do. But, it
happened. The scriptures inform us that man was entangle
with temptation and was drawn away of his lust, and was
enticed, and the lust conceived in him and he sinned. In fact,
he:d.i_d the very same thing that God had watned him not to do.
And, death, separation from God, was the penalty that he had
to bear as God had plainly told man before. (Genesis 2:16,17).

* The real image or likeness of God after which man was
actually made was now covered with the stains of sin. Now it
was not pure and clean as God gave it to man  Sin separated
man from God. Just as darkness and light cannot live together,
so sin and God whois holy cannot have fellowship together.
Man as a spiritual being was dead in his trespasses and sins.

The scriptures again tell us that all people likewise have
sinned. The real image, soul, of every man and wQman is lost
under the covering of sin. (Romans 3:23; James 1:14, 15). How-
ever, God does not wish that any person should remain lost in
sin. But he has intended that all people, everywhere, should
f_ep_ént_, or turn away from their sins'and obey him, (Acts 2:38,
39), thusly, be reconciled once again with him, through Jesus
Christ, His Son. Not only this, but God through His Word, the
Bible, exhorts and assures us in these words, “Behold the
Lord s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his
ear heavy, that it cannot hear: But your iniquities have separa-
ted between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face
frdm you, that he will not hear.”” (Isaiah 58: 1,2).

It is just like an old picture which had been painted on the
wall of a building. But after several years had passed the dust
of the world had covered it completely. Once some workers
were tearing down the building, and as they tore down the
walls, they scraped some dirt from the wall and found the
beautiful painting, and when they had removed the dirt from
the painting they came to know that it was, in fact -a master-
piece.
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How simila is the story of every man and wéman, the
masterpiece of God’s creation, whom God had made in His
own holy image, and after his own spiritual likeness. But then
the sin of the world began to cover it, and consequently the
real image of man was covered under sin. But then God, in
His love, sent His Son, Jesus Christ, so that he should scrape
the dirt of sin from every soul, and restore man to the very
real image in which he was formed. :

This, in fact, is the message of the Bible. Christ came down
from heaven. God revealed His love and grace through him.
He being pure and sinless offered himself as a perfect *sacrifice
for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, it is through him
that our real image, in which man was ‘actually made by God
may be restored, or we can be reconciled with God.

Who will go to Haryana? This State was carved out of .the
Punjab as recently as 1966 and presently has a population of
over ten million people. Most of these are Hindus but other
religions are also represented. Hindi is. spoken in various
dialects and Punjabi is the second major language spoken. Only
27 percent of the people can read and write..

Haryana is a very dry State, having no major river of its
own. Until recently it was mostly desert. During the last few.
years-it has made tremendous gains with the green revolution
and today is fast becoming India’s granary with the help of its
irrigation system. Being adjacent to Delhi, it has an automatic
outlet for its consumer products. All of its 6,669 villages have
been electrified, the first State in the country to accomplish
such a goal. ‘

- For the time being Haryana is using Chandigarh as its .
capital, but eventually a new one will be built. Various districts
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include Ambala, Gurgaon, Hissar, Jind, Karnal, Mahendragarh
and Rohtak.

As far as we know there are no New Testament Chnstla-ns
in this State. For some time we have had a number of Bible
Correspondence Students there and we have sent our monthly
magazine - to various ones, along with tracts and other such
materials, but the church needs to be established there. Who
will go to these people, live with them, and preach the gospel
to them? They need the gospel; they need Christianity. If you
are prepared to go, can go, and will go, surely the Lord- will
bless your efforts.

e.
uestmns and
"answers

\

One of our readers from New Delhi has sent some remarks -
concerning a recent editorial, “The Eating of Meats.’”’ He says,
“It is not agreed to say that animals do not have souls -and
neither they have the reasoning power. No doubt, we could
see tha. animals cannot think in the manner as human beings,
but it is not correct to say that animals do not have souls. By
reading the chapter one can understand the viewpoint of the
author and one cannot be convinced in all aspects. I could
take this statement as presu.ned by the author. It is not proved
in it. To some extent instances are seen of finding reasoning
power in animals also whereas the author has denied in the
chapter. For a simple example, a dog starts barking in the
street when it sees any stranger passing the way which proves
* the dog has recognized the new-comer in the area. F urther, he
has compared the vegetables (which also.have life as has been
proved by many scientists of international repute) with the
animals, and has come to the conclusion that there is no harm
to taking animal’s meats such as to taking the vegetables .for
food by the human beings. In this example, I have to point
out that vegetables cannot be compared with animals because
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animals have been seen. with. more acts of movement and work
which are equal to human beings® action. -This.is also. not a
very good justification.” :

ANSWER: We appreciate this reader’s- letter and- the fact
that he:says that he is not offéring these remarks just to be
critical. In response I want to be as kind :as I-can be but I ‘do
not see that he -has made a ‘point.at-all:in favor of animals
having a soul. It is admitted that they have life, thatthey are

- active; that they can recognize people ‘whether friendior:strang-
er,  and ‘also that they can respond up to. a point to,teaching
.and training. However; an animal cannot be. taught to. use the
thought process. Animals cannot think -and - reason. They
.bascially do what they do by.instinct. That is, their actions
are not necessarily the way of doing things, but they:act-as they
do because they have built-in jinstinct that motivates: them.
Therefore, we would have to conclude that animals and hum@n
beings are in-entirely different catagories. and because of this
we deal with them differently and the law of the land deals with
-them differently. N -

Humans do not basically consider it wrong to kill an animal
and surely the law around the world would not imprison a man
for killing an animal, intentionally or by accident, undeér- ordi-
nary circumstances. But should one human being kil anothb'r
human being anywhere in the world then the gullty party has
to answer to the law. We are saying , then, that nign ls of : a
higher order. He has a mind "and mte‘ihgence “He - has -the
ability to think, reason, and to use logic He is a being respon-
sible for-his ‘thoughits and his actions: This is because he has
been created in the image of God, and therefore has a spirit, a
soul, that will live on after this physical life i ‘IS over

We can kill an animal but we carnot kill 2 man. We may
eat animal meat but we cannot eat human flesh.  An animal
cannot think, reason, and develop mentally as a man, but:man
has used his intelligence to accomplish fantastic achievements.
An animal has only a body but man has'a ‘body, and a soul
within that body. When an animal dies that is the end of it
but when man dies physically the soul continues:to live on and
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that same soul will live on forever. ' An animal is not account-
able for its actions, but a man is both accountable to man and -
to his maker, the God of heaven.
- As to plant life, my point was that if so much emphas;s is
-going to be put on animal life, with the argument that because
of the life that is in thém an individual should abstain from the
eating of meats, then one would have to do the same with
plants because they also have life in them. It may represent a
different form of life, but it is life just the same. - But those who
refuse to eat meat go right on and eat vegetables, killing the
life that was within them ip order to prepare them to eat. The
sad part about all of this is that such people have become con-
fused about all kinds of life. If left as God intended, i.e., that
animal- life, sea life, fowls of the air, and plant life were all
placed here for man’s use, then there is no problem. But when
man confuses this and begins to placé undue stress on the value
of animal life or some other type of the lower forms of life,
then man begins to get things out of balance and therefore
problems begin to result. Let’s return to God’s way. This is
the only logical way of doing things.

u | |
— «luble
quiz

“Win A Prize” Bible Quiz, No. 16
Send in all correct answers with references, whenever asked

for, and win a book that will be of immense value to you.
Instructions :

1. Your answers must reach us w1th1n 15 days of your .
receiving the magazine.

2. Do not tear out the quiz from your magazine. Neither
should you send us the magazine back. Use separate
papers.
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3. Keep-a copy of your answer to enable you to compare
them with the given answers in the next issue.

4. All entries must enclose 20p. .in.postage which will
cover only part of the postage required to send award.
This will not be refundable even if your answers are
incorrect, as the postage you have forfeited will help
send the award to the winners. -

5. Use King James Version (Authorized) Bible.

6. Follow the above instructions carefully and send your
answers to the quizmaster, P. O. Box 3815, New Delhi
110049, ' '

Quuz No. 16 :

1. In which book of the Bible do you read ‘about the three
men in the fiery furnace?

2. Joshua and Caleb were brothers. Yes or No?

3. Who was called “the dlsc1ple whom Jesus loved™? lee
the reference.

4. In which prophetic book are these words; “Bring ye all
the tithes into the storehouse...and prove me...if I will
not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out
a blessing...”?

5. Pilate was a king, a governor, or a procurator of J udea.

Which? Give the verse.

Answers to Quiz, No 15 :

1.

4,

Rebekah, Genesis 24:61-67. 2. Abram Genes1s 11:26.
3. Mary, John 20:11-18.
Pool of Bcthesda John 5:2. 5. Ecclesw.stes 12:1.

S contmumy
christian’
education

(Bible Correspondence Extension Course for Home

Study)

This is the fourth course in a speclal series of Bxble Courses.

These lessons are for all. No diploma. or certificate will be
issued since the lessons are being offered solely for the benefit
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of those who want to either learn‘about Christianity or,as a
Christian, to grow and develop in the grace and knowledge of
the Lord. Please read and study carefully, along with your Bible
.and-then take a separate piece:of - paper -and write: the answers
to. the questions and mail them to The Bible Teacher for grad-
ing. ' Your graded lessons will be returned to you so you may
know how you are progressing in your studies. :We invite you
to take advantage of this oportunity to study God’s word.

- God Hath Spoken

" The Hebrew writer tells us: “God,  who at sundry times
and in divers manners spoke in time past unto the fathers by
the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by-his'Son
whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he
made the worlds”. (Hebrews 1:1;2). - From this text we are
affirming that'God exists and that he “has spoken. He has
created all things and- has made man in . his image. - (Genesis
1:26.27). He has spoken to man in the past at different times
and in different ways. = At first he spoke to the patriarchs or
fathers directly and they in turn conveyed God’s message to
their families. Some of the fathers were Adam, Noah;: Abraham
and many others. Later he spoke to the prophets like Moses,
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Joel, and so on, through the Law of Moses. But
these last days, that is, since the death of Christ upon the
cross, God speaks to man through Christ as revealed in the
New Testament. At the transfiguration, God said concerning
Christ, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased;
hear ye him.” (Matthew: 17:5). In this. particular setting we
have Moses present to represent the Law, Elias t0 represent the
prophets, and then Christ. Peter wanted to honor th:e ‘three
equally, by building a tabernacle for each- of them, but God by-
passed Moses and the law and Elias and the. prophets and
made it plain that now he. speaks through Christ. As to our
relationship to him, God said, “Hear ye Him!” ~ =

Are we-to understand that God does not- speak to us today
through the Old Testament scriptures? .That is correct. That
does not mean that that-portion of scripturé is not the word of
God bécause Peter said that holy men of old spake as they were
‘moved by the Holy Ghost (2 Peter:1:21), but it does mean that:
it was directed to those who lived before the death of Chrits
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and therefore God does not speak to us today. through this law.
In other words, it ‘has been fulfilled (Matthew 5:17;18; Luke.
24:44), nailed to the cross (Colossians® 2:14),. and . 'is no longer
binding. (Hebrews 9:16, 17; 10:9,10). John wrote, *“For the
law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus
Christ.” (John 1:17). o o .

This being so, then we cannot go back to ‘the thief on the
cross and use him as an example of how one can be
saved today. ‘Neither can we go on back into the OId Testa-
ment scriptures and find verses ‘to justify the sabbath, the
practice of tithing, or the use of mechanical music for our own
present day. Paul says concerning’ the:.use of the Old Testa-
ment scriptures, ‘“For whatsoever things were written a fore-
time were written for our legrning, that we through patience and
comfort of the scriptures might have hope.” - (Romans-15:4).
Then in 2 Corinthians 3, and many ‘othet - scriptures that could’
be given, we can see clearly that the old law has been replaced
by the new law-and that if we 'therefore have accepted the law
of Christ only to return to the old Taw then we are fallen from
grace (Galatians 5: 4) :

All of this is to say that although God has spoken in the
past that does not mean that’ it is dlrected to us.Rather to
know what God has said to us then we must look to Chrlst
the word (John 1:1- -5), as it is revealed through the written
word as recorded i in the pages of the New Testameht Concern-
ing this, we read “And many other sngus truly did Jesus in
the presence’ “of his disciples, which are’ not written ‘in this
book: :But these are written; that ye 'might ‘bélieve that Jesus
is the Christ, the Son of God; and behevmg yé might haveife
through his name.” (John 29:30, 31). In -relation to ‘Christ
and his word and the importance of " it. " ‘Christ " says, *‘He
that rejecteth me, and receéiveth not  my words, hath- éneé that
Judgeth him; the Word ‘that I “have- spoken, the ‘Same’ shall
judge h1m in the last day 2 (John 12: 48).* Lo ;

Referrmg to the scrlpture 1tse1f Paul writes, “All scrlpture
1s given by msplratlon of God and is proﬁtable for doctrine,
for reproof for correctlon, “for instruction " in tighteousnéss:
That the man of God may be perfect, ‘thoroughly furnished
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uinto all good works”.(2 Timothy 3:16,17). Peter says, “Accord-

ing as his divine power hath given unto us allthings that

pertain unto life and godliness, through th: knowledge of him
that hath called us unto glory and virtue.” (2 Peter 1:4). Then

James says, “But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty,

apd continueth. therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a

doer of the word, this man shall be blessed in his deed.”

(James: 1:25). God has therefore spoken through Jesus and that
has been recorded in the pages of the book we call the New
Testament. It is revealed here alone and so important is it
that we are warned that we are not to add to it, subtract from
it, or substitute for it in any way.(Revelation 22:18,19; Galatians
1:6-9). : :

‘As wé can see, God has given us a perfect law and its value
is révealed in the words of Paul, when he said, “‘So then faith
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” (Romans
10:17). Christ says that God’s word is truth (John 17:17) and
and that the truth makes free. (John 8:32). James says that we
are to be doers of the word and not hearers only. (James 1:22).

God has chosen to speak through a written law as revealed
through Christ and recorded by inspired men. In doing so
he has rcvealed unto man everything that he wants man to
know. He has told him about the creation, the history of
‘man, the coming of Christ and his sacrifice for the sins of the
world, and then he has gone on to tell how the church was
established, what to do to be saved, how to worship, how to
live the Christian life, and where man will spend eternity. It is
wonderful that we have such a book and that we do not have
to wonder and guess about God’s will for us. We also may com-
pare that which we hear with God’s word' to see if it is the
truth or not. In this way we. may always know _the truth on
“any matter that pertains to life and godliness.

..Many people today, however, are confused concerning the
way God reveals his will to man. In spite of all that has been
said, and the clearness of it, there are still those ‘who believe
that in addition to the scriptures God speaks through signs,
mlracles, wonders, dreams, and through direct communication
to man, For instance, there are those who speak of seeing a
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vision, or of the Lord appearing to them in person to deliver
some significance, but to those who know what: God has'said
then they know that such cannot be.

Let’s take a look at some situations in New Testament times
to see what happened when the Lord or an angel appeared.
Of course we must understand that this was in -the time of
miracles and at a time when the church was in a state of infancy
and just because these things happened at that time that does
not mean that they are happening today. Actually, at that

time they didn’t have the New Testamznt in its completed form
and such appearances and means of - communication: were

necessary at times for a specific purpose but-even then at no timd
did they ever reveal God's word but served more in the capacity
of getting the preachér and the sinner together. First, look at
Acts 8:26-39, & there you have the angel of the Lord speaking
to Philip the evangelist and instructing him to go to a certain
place to find the man of Ethiopia riding along in a chariot: He
did so, was invited to ride, taught this man the truth, and
baptized him. The question that comes up though is, why
didn’t the angel go to this man-and teach him the truth?
Continuing, in Acts 9 we have the story of how the Lord
appéared unto Saul. When Saul wanted to know what to do
the Lord told him to go into the city and there it would be
told hlm what he should do. Next; we have the Lord appear-
ing to Anamas in a vision to ask himto go to one called Saul
of Tarsus. Ananias didn’t want to go 1o begin with because
he had heard of all that Saul had done against the church but
the Lord assured him that he was a chosen vessel unto him.
Ananias went and baptized him. (Acts 22:16). But why didn’t
the Lord do all of this? Next we have Cornelius havjﬁg a
vision and seeing an 'angel of the Lord coming to him and
asking him to send for Simon Peter. Then we have Peter fall-
ing into a trance and the Spirit of the Lord speaking to him
concerning the men who had come from Cornelius to get him
and the Spirit asked him to go doubting nothing. He went and
taught Cornelius and his household the truth, and they obeyed
the Lord, thus becommg the first Gentile converts (Acts 10,11).
But why didn’t the Spirit teach Cornelius and his household the
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truth without going through all of ‘this effort of getting

‘Cornelius and Peter together so that Peter could teach him the
truth? We shall see.

- The apostle Paul warned, “I marvel that ye are so soon
removed for him that called you- into the grace of Christ unto
another gospel: - Which is not another; but there be some that
trouble ‘you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ, But
though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel
ugto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him
be accursed. As we said before, so say I now again, If any
man preach any other gospel unto you than that ye have
received, let him be accursed.” (Galatians 1:6-9). Did you
notice what Paul said? He said that the one true pure gospel
had already been preached to. them. Therefore if he, or even

if an angel from - heaven, should come and preach a different
gospel to them, then they stood condemned.

If you will notice you will find that. all, who_claim that the
Lord or some heavenly being has spoken dlrectly to them
separate and apart from the written word that the supposed
message given to them 1s dtﬂ'erent to what the Blble teaches.
Could we assume for a minute that God. would say one thing
in his word and then gwe a conﬁtctmg message in another
manner to the same individual? Could we assume that God
would speak to the majority through his written word
but then choose certain individuals to give special  messages
to ? Surely not. The fact i is, when one begins to tell you that
God is speaking directly to, him then you can mark it down
that he is either mentally unbtlaneed or else he is deceived and
therefore is not speakmg the truth. If we want to be sure of
what God has said then we must go to his word . rather than
to wait on a direct message from him. If he has something yet
to say to us then we cannot say the Bxble is the final will and
testament of the Lord and we can not be sure if it really rep-
resents all the truth. However, the word of God is final and
complete 'fhat is why Jesus said to go into all the’ world and
preach this gospel to every creature and to teach all. nations
this truth. (Mark 16:15, 16; Matthew 28:19 ,20).. .

The key to all of this is found in Paul’s statement when he

aatd enncerninoe the onenel * “Rit we have thic franciirs 31 ame
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then vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God,
and not of us.”” (2 Corinthians 4: 7). That is why the Lord used

* Philip, Anamas Peter, etc., in préaching the gospel because e
has chosen man to deliver his message to other men.

In conclusmn remember that God has always spoken and
today is no exception. He speaks throuoh Chrlst and Christ
speaks to us through the written word. There is -no other
way to know God’s w:ll Wl]l you. hear hlm? That 1s why he
has spoken

Questions For Study

Explain Hebrews 1:1,2. . ,
How has God spoken to man in the past ?
Does God speak today ? Through whom? How ?
Is the Old Testament law bmdmg today” .
Can we go to the thief ori the cross as an example of
what to do to be saved? If not, why not?
6. By what will we be judged 1d the last day? -
- 7. Are the scriptures complete ? o
‘8. How important is God’s word? N s

9.. Does God reveal his - -word to man m any other way
. from the written word?

10. Give some examples from the New Testament that
show how the Lord 'sent messengers directly to man
or appeared himself. - What was the purpose of this?

11.  Did any of these ever tell man what to do to be saved?

-12, Discuss the meaning of Galatians 1:7-9,
13. In what has God placed-his message ‘today 9.

Freedom of Worship
Jaikimar Gootam

A few daysback I went to a shop to buy myself a pair a
of shoes. - First, I went througl: the shoes that were displayed
on the racks. Ichose the patterns I liked, then- compared
the price tags and bought a pair-that suited my pocket.
But if I make a purchase for 'my wife, I have to see ‘what she
likes. The same principle is applicablé when we worship God.
We cannot please him by doing what we thiiik i$ rlght but we
must do what He wants us to do.

P
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There is an account of two young people brmguig offerings
to God in Genesis, Chapter 4, Verses 1-7.  They are Cain and
Abel Cain was a farmer and Abel was a shepherd Cain might
have worked hard, toiled in the sun, cleared, thorns and thistles,
grown fruit and corn and brought an offering unto God out of
his produce. 'On the other hand, Abel might have sat in the
cool shade of a tree or by the side of a brook and tended his
sheep. He offered the firstlings of his flock to God. But God
respected Abel and his offering and rejected Cain’s 'oﬂ'eriqg.
Is God arespector of persons? But Peter says in Acts 10:34 that
“God is no respector of persons.’’ Then there must be some-
thing wrong with Cain. God said to Cain, ‘‘If thou doest well,
shall thou not be accepted?”’ (Genesis 4: 7) So it is clear that
Cain lacked sométhing that God desired of him.

In Hebrews 11:4 we see that “By faith Abel offered unto
God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain.” So Abel had the
faith which Cain lacked. In Romans 10:17 Paul says that
“Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God.”
From this it is evident that Abel heard what God desired of
him and “‘Offered unto God a more excellent sacrifice.” Cain
used his own wisdom and offered the frult of his land. So God
does not leave us the choice as to how we can worship him.

There are many people in the world: today who know God,
yet get lost because of this. That is why Jesus .asks,. “Why call
ye me Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?” (Luke
6;46). So it in evident that it is not just enough to call Jesus
Lord, but we have to do what he says. So we are not free
to worship- him as- we please. We have to know what God
wants us to do from His written word and do the same.

Love Is The Answer

- Jess Willis
A thousand years before Jesus became the Saviour, David
said, “There is none that doeth good, no not one” (Psalms 14:
.3). Seven hundred years before ' Christ, .Isaiah said, “Your
iniquities have separated -between you and your God™ (Isa.
59:2). And Paul tells us that the wages of sin is death (Rom.
6:.23). Since all have sinned and the wages. for sin is death,
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how can we live with contentient in this life and expect to
have an eternity of joy and bliss with God throughout etetnity?
The answer is, ““Love.” This love must be in four directiops.

1. God loves man, He “Is not desiring that any should
perish but that all should come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9).
“God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten son
...” John 3:16). ‘

2. Christ loves man. He loved man so much that he will-
ingly lay down his life to die on the cross in order to offer man
a pardon for their sins. He said, ‘“No man taketh it from me,
but I lay it down of myself...”” (John 10: 18) -

3. Man must love his fellow man. “Beloved, if God so loved
us, we ought also to love ane another...If we love one another,
God dwelleth in us and his love is perfected-in us™ (l John 4:
11-12).

4. Man must love - that which is' dlvme Jesus said, “Thou
shall love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all
thy soul, and with all thy mind” (Matt. 22:37). Jesus also said,
“If a man love me, he will keep my words” (John' 14:23).

God, Christ, and the Holy Ghost have already shown great
love for man. Is man (self) showing love by obedience to God?

Can you give us your forwarding address if you should die
tonight ?

What About Having Workers
‘Under Us?

. India is famous for having so many preachers, many of
whom . serve. as “in-charges” and ‘‘key men.” These in-
charges” and “key men” may have several preachers working
under them. That is, they are responsible for them, pay them
and so on.- Or perhaps I should say, that the preachers under
them are responsible to those that they serve under.

These ““in-charges’ and “key men”’ have powerful positions.
They can hire and fire as they choose. They handle the money
and can keep back  part of it for themselves if they so desire.
They can force their worker to do what they want them to do
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* because they hold their money over their heads and can, threa-
ten to cut them off if they :do not follow -orders. Those who
work ‘under them pay respect to them- outwardly but inwardly
'they despise them :

These “m chatges” usually get their. funds from sople foreign
- source. They have been entrusted with the money to see that
each worker is paid. As far as_the work itself is - concemed
they do very little. They only dictate what others are to do and
then take credit for it. They have little respect for those who
work under them. ; .

I have heard these men falk and brag about having so many
men working under them. I have had letters from -them saying
that they need more money for more workers. I have told these
people; and I am saying the same here, that they.are servin, 8
in the unscriptural capacity of a bishop.

We do-not need to be serving under another preacher and
we .do not need to have preachers under us. In doing this we
only exalt men or allow them to exalt us. Rather, we are'to
serve together under the leadership of the local church. - When
this is practlced many of our problems will be automatlcally

removed.
According To The News

In a report on April 27, 1974, about 10,000 children were -
married in the Marwar area of Rajasthan, April 25, on the
occasion of the Akha Teej.- Most of the bridegrooms and brides
were less than five years old and were sleeping in the laps of
. ‘their parents during the marriage ceréemonies at night. The

paper notes the fact that this- was in wolatlon of the Sharda
Act. ' :

Now what would five year old children know about
marriage? “Furthermore, 'how is it possible for fathers and
mothers to make such decisions for their children’at such ages?
This is but a mockery of marriage and is certainly a great
injustice to the children themselves. .No worder there is a law
that forbids such, but since there are those who are disregard-
ing it, what will the law do with the offenders? If'the law fails
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to take action, is there any need for a regulation that would
forbid :t‘his practice? * :

The Bible teaches that from the beginning a man was to
leave his father and his mother and to cleave unto his wife and
that they were to be one flesh. (Genesis 2:24). Here are some
. other statements about husbands and wives -that should be
heeded: “Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands,
as unto the Lord. For the husband is the head of the. 'wife;
even. as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour
of the body. Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so
let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing,
Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the
church and gave himseif for it...So ought men to love their
wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth, him-
self. For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth
and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church: For we are
members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. For' this
cause shall a man leave his'father and ‘mother, and shall be
joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. This is a
great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church;
Nevertheless, let every one of you in particular so love his wife
even as himself; and the wife see that she reverence her.
hasband.” (Ephesians 5:22-25; 28-33),

Now those who respect the Lord’s teachings on marriage
will be blessed but ‘these who disregard them will suffer the
consequences. When chlldimarriages are practiced, divorce and
femarriage are common, immoralities ‘are accepted, ‘and
customs and traditions of marriage are contrary to God’s law.
Those who involve themselves in such are hurt petsonally- and -
the society in general is weakened. No wonder there are pro-
blems when this kind of thing is going on. . g

- God made man and woman and he knows what is best for
them. Wouldn’t is therefore be better to abide by his teaching

on laws that pertain to marriage?
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“Ye Are the Salt of the Earth”

L 0 K. Matthew

" Jesus was the ‘master téacher. He taught by parables and
xamples He taught and did everything according to God’s
will: Today we can see that many newspapers are full of the
-teachings of great men. They 'will teach others but they will
not'do what they teach. ,But when the teacher' fails to do,
somebody will ask him, “What is this?”’ He wxll reply, “This
is only for my students.” In my view he is not a' teacher; the

teacher should do what he teaches. - A father whois smokmg
very often can not ‘advise his son, “Do not smoke.” The

" Sermon on the mount was very famous in ancient days as well
as today. Many practical lessons are overflowing. Somebody
said, “If all will follow the sermon on the mount, the jails
would be closed.” They are very plain and practical lessons.
In thé fifth chapter of Matthew, verse 13, Christ sald “Ye are
the salt of the earth.” -

‘Salt is white and represents purity. “Ye are the salt of the
earth’” means you should be pure in life. If you are pure in life
you cannot be of this world but you are separated for a special

purpose. Today so- -called Christians are away from purity;
corrupted by the world, seeking the things of thé world. Works
of the world will' corrupt a man, the unbrldled tongue will
corrupt a man, and bad friends can corrupt a man. So Wwe
should be.aware of these things in all aspects of life. Asa
chosen person, a Christian should know his friends, his words.
Try to be more pure in all possible ways. A '

... The salt has its taste. We experience  the taste is good,
makes food more delicious. ‘Without salt we c@nnot eat. Like-
wise there should be a taste in our Christian life, like salt is-
giving more taste to food, we should be more meaningful to the
world. Christianity has failed in many ways because’ of a
tasteless Christian life. There is murmuring arid enmity among
the brethren. We can not help the world unless we see our sad
picture. Let us give place in our hearts to think over the above
things. Am I a tasteless Christian? Find the answer personally.
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If your anSWer is aﬂirmat}ve, ﬁnd what is- lackmg in you, and
for the cause of our master :and saviour. Jesus Christ,

The salt melts when it is joined with water. A Chrlstlan
shouyld, have a melting heart. when others are in, need, in difficu-
Ities. If you say, come, warm and go: peacefully, this - is not
the attitude -of a Christian, a follower of Christ. Jesus himself
shared others difficulties. A Chrlstlan should have a meltmg
heart, sharing with others in joy and in trouble.

7. Do we have all these qualities? Are, you fu]ﬁl]mg the word
“Ye are the salt of the earth?”

The New Name
Mark H. Nunley

We find these two prophecies in the Old ' Test. : Isaiah 56:5
“Even unto them will I give in: mine - house and within my walls -
a place and a name better than ofi sons and of daughters: I will -
give them an everlasting name; that- shall not be cut off.”” And
Isa. 622 “And the Gentiles- shall see thy rightethness, and
all kings thy glory: and thou shalt be called by a new name
which the mouth of the Lotd shall name.’

Back~ at the time in hlstory when the Jews were’ God’
choseh ‘people; we ﬁnd that God told’ them that His people
some day would ‘wear a “new name. In these _prophecies we
learn that"God would gnve ‘the new name. We learn that it
would- be a better name’ ‘than one tha‘,t has ever been worn
before We are told when'’ the ‘new name would be given:
after the Gentiles (any person not a Jew) had the Gospel of
Christ made available to them: We learn where this new
name would be given: in the house of God which is the church,
I Tim. 3:15. And we learn how leng this ‘new name would
last . s o .o . . H

This new nan;e would be a very worthy and good name for
we find this questlon betng asked in James 2 7, “Do not they
blaspheme that worthy name by which ye are called 2. So
what i§ the new name that the prophet Isaiah wrote of ? It is
the name, Clhrxstlan The idea in wearing the name Christian
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is that we are trylng to be Christ-Like, to resemble Him; we afe
wearing the name of Jesus. And this is why we are admen-
ished in 1 Pet. 2 21 that we should follow in the footsteps of
Jesus. :
‘In the Bible we find the new name, Chnstlan, benng ‘used

only three timeés. And in these cases we can draw some

very 1mportant lessons to point out just exactly what it means
to be a Christian. So let’s look at the three cases where the

name Christian is used.

The first is in Acts 11:26. ““And when he had found him, he
brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that a whole
year they (Paul and Barnabas) assembled themselves with the
church, and taught much people. And the disciples were
called Christians first in Antioch.” This occurred shortly after
the first Gentile was converted just as Isaiah had- pro_phemod
And we find Paul and Barnabas present in Antioch preaching
thé Gospel for a year in this city when the Lord God gave the
new name, Christian, to His people. What is the lesson that -
we can draw from this account ? The part that Paul plays

tells us that there must be a change in our life if we are to be
a Christian, )

Paul had been a devout persecutor of the dxsclples of
Christ. But when Paul was converted, we find him devoting
his fullest efforts to teaching the Gospel of Christ. This same
kind of turn about in our life must take place_if we are to be
a Christian. That which is evil and sinful must be put behind
us, and we must diligently do the work that God expects of us.

The second mention of the name is ‘in Acts 26:28, “Then
Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a
Christian.”” On this occasion Paul was a prisoner standing i
before King Agrippa. But Paul spent more time preaching
the Gospel to Agrippa than he spent in his own defense. And
the things that Paul said almost persuaded Agrippa to be a
Christian. What is the lesson, that we can draw ? . Paul was
trying to get Agrippa to choose Jesus as the Master of His
life and to' surrender everything to Jesus. And so must we if
we are to be saved eternally, we must exalt Jesus as the King,
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Rnler; Master, Lord, etc., of our life and give ourselves and
everythmg we have to Him and His service.

The third mention of the name is in 1 Pet. 4:16. “Yet if
any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let
him glorify God in this name.”” Christians down through tjme
have been called upon to suffer because they serve Jesus and
stand up for the truth. But Peter tells us that we do not need
to be ashamed of suﬂ'ermg for Christ, but that we should
glorify God by proudly wearing the name Christian and living
worthy of it. What is the - lesson we can draw here? This
passage tells us what being a Christian is all about. Our pur-
pose for being a Christian is to glorify God. By the kind of
life that we live every day of our lives, we can bring glory and
honour to God by obeying His commandments.

" So we ask you the question: DO YOU WEAR THE NEW
NAME? ARE YOU A CHRISTIAN ? Tobe a Christian,
you must; believe that' Jesus is the only begotten son of God (Jn
3:16); repent of your sins (turn from them, Acts 17:30) confess
your faith in Jesus as the son of God (Rom. 10:9-10); and be
baptized (buried in water and raised to walk in newness of
life) into Chrlst to wash your sins away (Acts 22:16 and Rom.
6:3-4).

If you are not a Christian, won’t you put on the new name
today ? Won’t you be baptized into Christ now ? Contact the
church of Christ that is nearest you.

The Eunuch’s Conversion
Mark H. Nunley

Read Acts 8:26-40. Here we find a record of a man becom-
ing a Christian in the middle of a wilderness. The Lord told
Phillip to meet a man riding in a chariot so that Phillip could
teach the man in the chariot (an Ethiopian eunuch) the things
that God wanted him to know. So Phillip went down to the
road from Jerusalem to Gaza and found the eunuch reading
from the book of Isaiah, the prophet of God. Phillip
asked the man if he understood what he was .reading, but the
eunuch said, “How can I unless someone explains it to me.”

4
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So Phillip began at the same passage of ' scripture . and prea-
ched Jesus to this man. = Then; as they went on their way, they
came: to a source of water. - And the eunuch. said, “What hind-
ers me from being baptized?” And Phillip said, -“You can be
haptized if you believe with all of your heart that Jesus Christ

is the Son of God.” And the enunch said, “I-. believe, .that
Jesus Christ i is the Son of God.” So both the eunuch. and

‘ Phllhp went. down mto the water, .and Phnlhp baptized ‘the
‘ eunuch When they came up out of the water, the eunuch
went on his way rejoicing. ,

There are several noteworthy observauons that we can make
about this account, sd let’s look at 7 of them

(1) Jesus Christ and His Gospel was preached to this ‘man.

God Almighty, the Creator of the universe, sent Philip the
preacher to tell the eunuch what God wanted him to know and
obey. Therefore, Phillip pfeached Jesus Chrijst. from ‘the Scri-
ptures to thisman. .No other prophet,. no other savior, no
other person, was preached or -presented as the one to whom
we can turn for the salvation from our sins than to Jesus Christ.
No other book, no other writing, was referred to. for rehgxous
authority than to the Bible. :

(2) The eunuch was.converted by the preachmg of the Gos-
pel of Christ, not by the dlrect operation of either the Lord or
the Holy Spirit.

In Act 8:26, 29 we find that God sent the preacher to tell
this man what to do. God did not speak directly to the sinner
to convert him in some mysterious manner. As Rom. 1:16 and
Rom. 10:17 tell us: the preaching of the Gospel of Christ pro-
duces faith in the heart’s of people and converts them. This
is the way that the God of heayen works to _oonvert sinners,
instead -of operating on them in some ‘mysterious way.

(3) The ' eunuch confessed his faith: in Jesus ‘as God’s. Son
before he was baptized.. :

See Acts 8:37 and Matt.. 10 32 33 And in Matt. :16:13-19
we find that the whole system of life that Jesus | taught is based.

upon the solid rock.of truth that Jesus -is the: d1v1ne Son of God
which all of His believers. must confess:
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(4) The eunuch washed his sins away by being baptized.

See Acts 8:38 and I Pet. 3:21 and Gal. 3:26-27 and Acts
2:38 and Acts 22:16.

(5) The eunuch was baptized 1mmed1ately upon hearmg the
Go spel preached.

As soon as he had heard enough of the Gospel preached to
believe in Jesus as God’s Son, he was ready to obey the Lord’s
commandment to be baptlzed In all of the New Testament

"examples of conversion, we find that: no one ever ate a bite
drank a drop, or slept'a wink until “after they were baptized.
When they heard the Gospel, they wanted to obey it right away.

(6) The eunuch’s baptism was a burlal in water in the name

of the Father (God), the Son (Jesus), and the "Holy Spirit.

How do we know that he was baptized in this way? Because
that is the way that the Lord Jesus requires that a man be bap-
tized, and that is what Christ’s true evangelists teach and prac-
tice. See Rom. 6:3-5 and Col. 2:12 and Matt. 28:18-20. In
fact, the word baptism means “immersion” and “to dlp” So -
we know that the eunuch was buried in water, for thisis “the
ONLY way that the Lord authorizes.

(7) The eunuch went on his way rejoicing, :

Why did the eunuch go on his way rejoicing? Because he
had been baptized into Christ, Gal.“3:26-27. Because he had
been added to the church, Acts 2:47. Because he now possess-
ed the truth, John 8:31-32. Because he now had the hope of
eternal salvation, John 14:1-3. And because his sns had been
washed away by the blood of Christ, Acts 22:16.

These 7 observations are very important for our understand-
ing. Now we ask you the question: Do you believe ‘that Jesus
Christ is the Son of God ? If so, you, need to repent of your sins
Acts 17:30. You need to confess your faith in Jesus, Rom.
10:10. And you need to be baptized into Christ to wash’ your
sins away, Gal. 3:26-27 and Acts 22:16. v

The offer of ‘pardon from the Lord w1ll do you no good un-

less you accept it from Him by being obednent to H1s command-
ments. .
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AR F W 9T ¥ W A@ grar g fn oftgd R oy DA A F
& | walq ag shaa WY  aear & q4r qeg W -

gare ¥ sfawa @ § st Ay weig ;Y @Er w5y fTar a7
ST § | WS 98 wAea S & wfawrd gy famr w o § qa
T@#T afcmw ag @ fF & a3 Y qeg F Awg grr 1 Zge faar
Lot A ARE ¥ A ¥ ww g, (vwifwaar 2¥:Ry)
st g ¥ wAr A &) o § awe sy N F faAr wr fFae
9T @19 FATT A AT A :

frx | oo & wig & g =igar g B oo Sftaw wey g ar
qeq ? amad ¥ wiq Sfaq wgy | afg wg S TRy § a9y
vy 9% Fogara w1 qoT IEHT ArATA F7 M| GG AY T TR
fir afz B safya AR 397 9 FO, §) 9 FAAEE  qF GG F
T 3R, (g =MQ) | g Ay A A oArw w1 fan qa
M7 W FATET-F GEATT F @Ry ywrma w1 fzar (R
faufagg 9:90) | FfeaT oy My oT fazam@ FX qAT ST

H
~



Church of Christ

508/32 Balda Road
Lucknow (U.P.)

Church of Christ
Box 6543
Cumbala Hill
Bombay-26

Church of Christ
Pathanapuram P. O.
Quilon (DT.)

Kerala State

Church of Christ
Churachandpur
Manipur

Church of Christ
GNT Road

Pozhal, Madras-600066

Church of Christ

953 Kalasiguda, Bolarum -
Secunderabad 500010, A.P.
Hyderabad

. Church of Christ .
H. No. 1-9-312/5/2 .
Vidyanagar l
Hyderabad 500044, A.P. '
Church of Christ
88 Gadwal House
Nampally
Hyderabad 500001, A.P.

- Church of Christ
. Amararati Road

" Arundelpet (P.O.)
Guntur 2, A.P.

hurch
J?liﬁ"‘ectory

Church of Christ

37 M.S.0. Colony
Bansawadi Road
Bangalore-33
Church of Christ
1/1, Bishop’s Lane,
Off Perambur Barracks Roa
Madras-7

Church of Christ

35, Lock Street

Kottur, -
Madras-600085
Church of Christ
Nongrim Hills
Shillong

Church of Christ
Ketti, P.O. Nilgiris
Tamil Nadu

-Church of Christ

No. 50-753-177
Gooty Road
Kurnool-2 (A.P.)
Church of Christ
Pool Bagh Road
Vizianagaram-2,
Church of Christ
Vattapadam
Palankara -P. O.
Nilambur

Kerala State
Church of Christ
G. Kondur (P.O.)
Via Kondapalli
Krishna District, A.P.

These are but a few. of the addresses of the churches of
Christ located in India. Contact the onme nearest you for )
information about worship services, Bible Correspondence

Courses, and tracts, etc.
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