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S U N N Y D A V I D

Nehemiah Gootam,

V o l . 5 N o . 7

A H o m e C h u r c h
The Lord’s church as set forth in the Scriptures is simply

made up of the called out or those who have been saved by
Christ. Wherever there is agroup of Christians, large or small,
who meet together on aregular basis for worship and work,
this becomes the local congregation of that place.

It is interesting to note that throughout the New Testament
no mention is ever made of the church meeting in its own
meeting house. We read of many congregations in many
different locations, but the nearest thing we read concerning a
regular meeting place is the few references that speak of the
church in various houses or homes. For instance. Paul writes

to the brethren at Rome: “Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my
helpers in Christ Jesus :who have for my life laid down their
own necks: unto whom not only Igive thanks, but also all the
churches of the Gentiles. Likewise greet the church that is in
their house. Salute my well-beloved Epenetus, who is the
firstfruits of Achaia unto Christ.” (Romans 16:3-5). To the
Corinthian Christians, he writes, “The churches of Asia salute
you. Aquila and Priscilla salute you much in the Lord, with
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the church that is in their house.” (1 Corinthians 16:9). Paul
speaks to Philemon thus: “Paul, aprisoner of Jesus Christ, and
Timothy our brother, unto Philemon our dearly beloved, and
fellow labourer. And to our beloved Apphia, and Archippus
our fellow soldier, and to the church in thy house :Grace to
you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.” (Philemon 1-3).

Why do Paul and the other New Testament writers n e v e r

speak of the church owning its own property or buildings ?
Does this mean that the local congregations were without such
facilities ?Not necessarily, but in all probability they did not
have meeting houses as we are familiar with them today. This
was no doubt true because the church was still young and
therefore its members were few and scattered.
Christians were poor and they experienced agreat deal of
persecution. All of these things added up to the fact that it
was not wise for them to have their own designated meeting
houses .

Also, the

We know that the church met for worship on aregular
basis (Acts 20:7; 1Corinthians 16:2) and Christians were com¬
manded not to forsake the assembling of themselves together
as some were doing, (Hebrews 10:25). Paul talked to the
Corinthian Christians about coming together in the church,
that is, Christians gathering as the church. Where they met
we do not know. He reminded them that they had houses to
eat, their regular meals in and therefore when they met in one
place to partake of the Lord’s Supper this was for the purpose
of remembering Christ instead of turning it into aregular
meal. (1 Corinthians 11:17-22). On one occasion we have
Paul going out of the city of Philippi on the Sabbath and
there on the river side he found people engaged in prayer. He
met Lydia who was worshipping, and when he taught her and
her household they obeyed the Lord. (Acts 16:12-15). Later
Paul and Silas were imprisoned and after they were released
by amiracle they taught the jailor and his household the
truth and converted them. (Acts 16:16-34). In Acts 17 Paul
preached on Mars Hill in the city of Athens, fn Acts 18 Paul
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preached in various synagogues where he converted some of
the Jews who met there for worship. We read of Paul meeting
with the elders of the church in Jerusalem, but no indication
is given as to where they met unless it was in the home of
James. (Acts 21:18). On his way to Rome, Paul found breth¬
ren at Puteoli and spent seven days with them. (Acts 28:13,14).
Staying that long, he surely worshipped, but where did they
worship? Again, it must have been in the home of the members.
We would therefore conclude that whatever preaching was done
wherever people were to be found and the church met in the
various homes of its members.

Surely it would not be wrong for the church in agiven loca¬
tion, for various reasons, to decide to purchase property and
to construct its own meeting house on it, but neither is it
necessary for the church to do this, and in many places around
the world it may be in the interest of the local brethren not
to build ameeting house. The church today, as in the past,
has many possibilities when it comes to ameeting house.
It may worship in ahall, aschool building, under atent, under
ashade tree, or in dozens of other places. The most ideal
place for it to meet is in the home of its members. This may
sound strange in our present age, but it is especially true here
in India, as well as in most other countries of the world, if not
all of them.

There are many advantages to the church meeting in the
home. There is apersonal, friendly, close, atmosphere. It is
an ideal place to encourage all of the male members to take
public part. It may be small, and some people may resent the
idea of meeting in home for worship, especially since most
people are so accustomed to large meeting houses, but although
small, the members may be able to encourage their per¬
sonal friends to attend when they might not go to atraditional
meeting house. The contribution might not be as large, but
neither would there be the expense of ameeting house to cope
with. With the passing of time, and growth, the decision
can be made as to whether the congregation will continue to
meet in the home, or divide up into different home congre-
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gations according to the distance involved, or meet in ahall,
perhaps even to think in terms of making arrangments for
adequate meeting house. But the local church does not need
ameeting house of its own until it is able to purchase abuil¬
ding without outside help.

By worshipping in the home the brethren can meet in the
area where the members live. This will save tranportation
e x p e n s e s a s w e l l a s o t h e r i n c o n v e n i e n c e s . T h e n a s t h e w o r k

grows and spreads, other such home churches can be begun
in other areas. This will make it possible for all members to
worship and work together on aregular basis. Close contact
can be kept and thus fellowship and cooperation can be en¬
couraged so as to enable the church as awhole to do more
w o r k .

a n

If the local congregation is to meet in the home of its
bers, which one will it, or should it, meet in? This would depend
on the members involved, the ones who would invite the other
members to meet in their home, the size of the house, its
location, etc. This does not mean, however, that the church be¬
comes the church of the member in whose home it meets. If for
any reason that family should need to be away for some time
then the members meeting there could easily shift the meetings
temporarily to the home of another member. The church is
not ahome or house any more than the home or the house is
the church. The church simply meets in aparticular place but
the church itself belongs to Christ who is the saviour and head
of i t .

m e m -

It would seem to me that here in India in particular the
solution to ameeting place for the church would be the home.
And what greater honour could one have than to have the Lord’s
people meeting in his home? This would be an added blessing
along with all of the others that come to one as aChristian
and as apart of Christ’s church.
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a s s o c i a t e
^ e d i t o r i a l

w
Man ’s Grea tes t Need

Through the years man has made tremendous progress in
different fields, such as science, technology etc. The world is
different today than it was an hundred years before. Man has
grown physically and materially, but he is not satisfied, he
wishes to grow more &more. Abusiness person would like to
increase his business, astudent wants to increase his knowledge
and he feels the need of getting more degrees. Nations want
to increase their power and military greatness. Man’s need
are always growing. And because of this fact, the air-lines
have now made Jumbo Jets, there are double decker busses,
also Jumbo Refrigirators, and scores of other things to meet
the growing needs of man. However, you should know, the
greatest need of the human being today, and ever, is Salvation,
forgiveness of sins, and peace with God, his Creator.

Man needs salvation because of his sin. The Bible empha¬
sises again and again that all people are sinners. (Romans
3:10,23). And it also teaches that if man realizes his need
for salvation and comes to God on His terms, then neither
His hands are short, nor His ears are deaf that he would not
save and hear. (Isaiah 59:1-3). That man is asinner is also
seen in the fact that nearly 90% people in the world worship
one object or another. Man in his concience knows that he
is asinner, or why should he worship ?Also the presence of
hundreds of religions in the world, though they may not be
according to the will of God, emphasise the fact that
sinner, because the goal of almost all religions is to attain
s a l v a t i o n f r o m s i n s .

Man needs salvation because he is not an animal, but human,
being, amoral being who has asoul; who can make decision

m a n i s a
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between right and wrong. Unlike the animals, man was made
in the image of God and after His likeness. Therefore he is a
spiritual being, since God is the Spirit. No animals need salva¬
tion because they were not made in the image of God or after
His likeness. (Genesis 1:26,27). We do not see animals wor¬
shipping God, or trying to live amoral life.

Solomon, the great wise-man, said that when aperson dies,
‘■Then shall the dust return to the earth as it was :and the

spirit shall return unto God who gave it.” (Ecclesiastes 12:7).
Thus, man is not only physical but also aspiritual being, and
this latter part of man cannot be satisfied with material things
of the world. (Matthew 4:4). As man’s body needs bread or
food to live, so our souls need spiritual food, that is, the Word
of God. And as we eat and digest the food to be healthy
physically, so should we believe in God’s word and follow it
to be spiritually sound and saved.

As arational being, all people must one day give account
to God, as it is foretold, “For we must all appear before the
judgment seat of Christ; that everyone may receive the things
done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it
be good or bad.” (ii Corinthians 5:10). Therefore, man must
prepare himself for that great meeting on the appointed day.
(Acts 17:31). Man must learn this principle through ants, a
very small creature, but exceeding wise, who prepare their
meat or food in the summer, (proverbs 6:6: and 30:25).

Finally, man needs salvation because all people have to
spend eternity, astate which is endless. There are no numbers
in our arithmetic which could be cited to explain eternity. It
is an everlastings period. However, all people will not spend
eternity at the same place. There are two, only two places,
God‘s word says, where souls will spend eternity. They are
heaven, the abode of Holy God and His righteous people, and
second, hell, aplace which burneth with fire and brimstones.
(Matthew 25:46; Revelation 21:1-8). Where will you spend
eternity ?
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c o n t i n u i n g
C h r i s t i a n

^ A c i l u c a t i o n
(Bible Correspondence Extension Courses for Home

Study)

This is aspecial series of Bible Courses being carried by
The Bible Teacher for all people. There will be no diploma
or certificate issued since the lessons are being offered solely
for the benefit of those of our reading audience who want
either to learn about Christianity or, as aChristian, to grow
and develope in the grace and knowledge of the Lord. Please
read and study the material carefully, along '
and then take aseparate piece of paper and write the r_:
to the questions and mail them to The Bible Teacher
grading. Your graded lessons will be returned

with your Bible,
a n s w e r s

f o r

to you so you
If you

really want to study the Bible so that you may know God’s
will for you then here is your opportunity.

may know how you are progressing in your studies.

What Is Sin ?
The word sin is avery small word but it has vast meaning

and significance. All are familiar with it and involved in it
whether they realize it or not. It dominates and controls the
lives of millions around the world. It has caused more sorrow
and heartaches than any other one thing. It is the cause of
war, destruction, and death. It is responsible for all of the
prisons throughout the world. It breaks homes and does
hundreds and thousands of other things. Above all, it causes
the souls of men to be lost,

ungodly, that which is bad, wrong, and destructive. It is never
good, and never results in any good being done.

This is sin. It is evil, wicked.

Now that we have said all of this about sin, the question
that naturally arises is :What is sin ?The word of God
defines it like this : Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth
also the law ;for sin is the transgression of the law.” (1 John

c (
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3:4). Where there is no law, there is no sin, but in contrast to
that, where there is law, and that law is transgressed and bro¬
ken, then sin has been committed. This then, is the meaning of
sin. It is just that simple. The law maybe the law of the
country, the local law, or the law of God, but neverthless, if the
law that one lives under is broken then amistake has been
made, awrong has been done, and thus sin has been com¬m i t t e d .

Sin had its beginning with the first man and woman, Adam
and Eve, back in the garden of Eden at the beginning of time.
The story goes that after God had created man and woman,
made them husband and wife, and had placed them in the
garden of Eden, that the serpent, the devil, came to them to
tempt them. But let’s read the story from here : “Now the
serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the
Lord God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea,
hath God said. Ye shall not eat of every tree of the Garden ?
And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the
fruit of the trees of the garden :But of the fruit of the tree
which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said. Ye shall
not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. And the
serpent said unto the woman. Ye shall not die: surely For God
doth know that in the day . ye eat thereof, then
shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and
evil. And when the woman saw that the tree was good for
food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and atree to be
desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof and did
eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.
And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that
they were naked ;and they sewed fig leaves together, and made
themselves aprons,
sill entered into the world and it has been here
Reading on through Genesis 3we find that man did indeed
die, spiritually, since he and his wife were driven from the
garden. They were also to die later physically, and physical
death was likewise passed upon all mankind. There were
also other consequences of their sin :“And the Lord God said
unto the serpent, because thou hast done this thou art cursed
above all cattle, and above every beast of the field ;upon thy

y o u r e y e s

(Genesis 3:1-7). Now this is the way
e v e r s i n c e .
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belly shall thou go, and dust shall thou eat all the days of thy
life :And Iwill put enmity between thee and the woman, and
between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head and
thou shall bruise his heel,
greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow
thou shall bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy
husband, and he shall rule over thee. And unto Adam he
said. Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife,
and hast eaten of the tree of which Icommanded thee, saying.
Thou shall not eat of it; cursed is the ground for thy sake; in

shall thou eat of it all the days of thy life :Thorns

Unto the woman he said, Iwill

s o r r o w

also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shall
eat the herb of the field ;In the sweat of thy face shall thou

bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast
thou taken :for dust thou art, and unto dust shall thou.
e a t

(Genesis 3:14-19).
Please do not conclude from the forgoing, as many have

done, that the original sin of Adam and Eve has been passed
on down to us today. We have not inherited their sin, there¬
fore, we are not guilty of their sin. But, though we are not
responsible for their sin, we do suffer the consequences of it,
which includes physical death, earning our own living, and the
suffering of childbirth. As for sin, we are responsible to God
for our own sin and not for the sin of others.

r e t u r n .

According to the scriptures, sin originates in one’s life as
he is tempted of his own lust, and lust conceives and brings
forth sin. James explains it like this :“Blessed is the man
that endureth temptation :for when he is tried, he shall rece¬
ive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them
that love him. Let no man say when he is tempted, lam
tempted of God :for God cannot be tempted with evil,
neither tempteth he any man :But every man is tempted,
when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. Then
when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth death.” (James
1:12-15).

The Bible says that all have sinned. Paul writes the Roman
brethren, “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of
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God.” (Romans 3:23). He also said, “As it is written, There
is none righteous, no, not one.” (Romans 3:10). These ver¬
ses refer to those who are guilty of wrongdoing, and the writer
concludes by saying that the wages of sin is death. (Romans
6:23). But why does one commit sin ?Because he is influen¬
ced by the author of sin, the devil. John verifies this by saying,
“He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth
from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was
manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.
(1 John 3:8).

There are all kinds of sin. There are sins of omission,
sins of commission, sins of the flesh, religious sins, sins against
the law, etc. Furthermore, James says, “Therefore to him
that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.
(James 4:17).

Man was weak, sinful, lost, and without hope. He could
not better himself or save himself. Then Christ came for the
specific purpose to save man. He came to seek and save the
lost. (Luke 19:10). He came to die for the sins of the world.
Concerning him, Peter says, “Who did no sin, neither was
guile found in his mouth :Who, when he was reviled, reviled
not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed
himself to him that judgeth righteously :Who his own self
bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead
to sins, should live unto righteousness :by whose stripes ye
were healed. For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now
returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls.” (1 Peter
2:22-25).

Christ himself said, when he instituted the Lord’s Supper
For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for

many for the remission of sins.” (Matthew 26:28). Paul wrote,
“In whom we have redemption through his blood, the for¬
giveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace. “(Ephe¬
sians 1:7). Thus, when sinful people heard the gospel and
asked what to do to be saved, they were told to”...Repent
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ
for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the

a
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Holy Ghost.” (Acts 2:38). Saul was told, “And now why
tarriest thou ?arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy
sins, calling on the name of the Lord.” (Acts 22:16). Therefore,
since the blood of Christ was shed for the remission of sins

or for the forgiveness of sins, and when people obeyed the
commands of the Lord they received the remission of their
sins or had their sins washed away, then we would have to
conclude that through one’s obedience to the Lord he comes
into contact with the blood of Christ and is therefore cleansed
and purified. Since this is something that man cannot and
could not do for himself then it means that it is by the grace of
God that all of this is possible. (Ephesians 2:8,9).

To those that are Christians, John says, “But if we walk in
the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us
from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive our¬
selves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned,
we make him aliar, and his word is not in us.” (1 John
1:7-10).

Only those who are clean and pure from sin can eventually
go to heaven. Only through Jesus can we be saved and have
the hope of the eternal life. All of the sinful and ungodly will
be lost and cast into the lake of fire. (Revelation 21:8).

Do you know what sin is ?It is lying, stealing,^killing,
cheating, bribing, deceiving, immorality, hatred, cursing, diso¬
bedience, envy, jealousy, greed, love of money, racism, division,
hypocrisy, and on and on we could go. One must know what
sin is, that he is guilty of sin, what it does for others, the
world, and even him, before he will want to rid himself of it.

Are you aware of what sin is ?Are you conscious of it has
already done to you and what it will do to you ?If so then
you realize that sin is not good for you and will not help you
and that it has nothing to offer you but heartache and sorrow.
If you are therefore wise you will look to Jesus for help. Beli-
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eve in him, respent of your sins, and obey him in baptism and
he will save you. As you belong to him, he will help you to
remain free from this terrible disease. May God bless you as
you give your iife to Jesus, the one who died to deliver you
from the bondage of sin.

QUESTIONS FOR STUDY
1. What is the cause of all of the world’s problems and

s o r r o w s ?
2. List some of the things that sin does ?
3. Is sin ever good ?
4 . W h a t i s s i n ?
5. Discuss the origin of sin.
6. What were the consequences of first sin ?
7. Has original sin been passed on down to man even to

this day ?
8. Where and how does sin originate ?
9 . W h o h a s s i n n e d ? D o e s t h i s i n c l u d e i n f a n t s ?

10. Are there d i f fe rent k inds o f s ins ?Ment ion some o f
t h e m .

11. What was done to make it possible for man to be
saved f rom s in ?

1 2 . H o w i s o n e s a v e d f r o m s i n ?
13. Is it possible for one to remain pure from sin ?If so,

h o w ?
14. Who can eventually go to heaven ?
15. Must one be conscious of s in to want to remove i t

f r om h i s l i f e ?
16. What is sin to you ?

Answers to Quiz No. 18.
1. Ananias and Sapphira; Acts 5:1-11. 2. Adam and

Eve; Genesis 3:21. 3. Joseph ;Matthew 2:13. 4. Paul; 2Corin¬
thians 11:24. 5. Keep ray commandments, John 14:15.
L i s t o f W i n n e r s i n N e x t I s s u e .

r

questions and^ a n s t v e r s

This set of questions comes from Visakhapatnam, A.P.
QUESTION: “In ICorinthians 14:1 Paul says, ‘desire

spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may prophesy’ and again in
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verse 39 of the same chapter, ‘covet to prophesy, and forbid
not to speak with tongues.’ What can be said of this ?Does
that meen speaking with tongues and prophesying today are
scriptural ?”

ANSWER :In 1Corinthians 14:1 Paul is telling his bre-
theren at Corinth that they should desire spiritual gifts, but
above all the gift of prophecy or the preaching of God’s word.
In 1Corinthians 14:39 he again exhorts them to desire the
gift of preaching but at the same time they should not forbid
others to speak in tongues.

It must be remembered that Paul and those to whom he
was speaking lived in the time of miracles. The New Testa¬
ment had not been given in its completed form and therefore
the Apostles and those on whom they laid their hands
given the power of the Holy Spirit which enabled them to
form mi rac les ,

talking to them about spiritual gifts. Two of these miraculous
gifts were speaking in tongues and prophesying. Tongues
used here has to do with different languages. Those that had
the power of the holy Spirit therefore could preach in what¬
ever language the local people spoke. This enabled them to
preach God’s word regardless of where they were and also it
made the local people aware that this was amiraculous act
and therefore faith was produced in their hearts that these
men were truly of God. We have agood example of this in
Acts 2. The prophesying spoken of in these verses has to do
with that of preaching God’s word, and in some cases inclu¬
ded revealing things that were to come to pass,
ber that Christ said that the Spirit would be sent upon the
Apostles to guide them into all the truth. (John 16:13). This
specifically referred to the Apostles, but then they laid their
hands on various ones and gave them these powers also.

No, men and women do not speak miraculously today in
other tongues and languages. Some claim to speak in tongues,
that is, making certain sounds or noises that are meaningless,
but this has nothing to do whatsoever with the miraculous
ongues or languages spoken of in the New Testament. There-

w e r e

p e t ¬
it IS therefore in this context that he was

a s

Y o u r e m e m -
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fore, it is not scriptural today to do such. Paul said himself
even in his day that the time would come when these miracul¬
ous tongues or languages would cease. (1 Corinthians 13:8).
They ceased therefore when the Apostles and those on whom
they laid their hands died. By then the New Testament had
been given in its written form and there was no longer aneed
for such powers. (James 1:25; 2Timothy 3:16,17). The same
also applies to prophecy, that is miraculous prophecy or prea¬
ching. It simply no longer is being done. That is why when
you hear apreacher you should not put your trust in him
but rather you should go to the Bible and compare his teach¬
ing with the word of God. (1 John 4:1). Only if the Bible
teaches athing can you be sure that he is telling the truth.

QUESTION :“In 1John 5:16,17 it is said that ‘there is
asin unto death.’ What is the meaning of this saying ?What
is asin that is not unto death ?’’

ANSWER :First, let’s read the text under consideration.
John says, “If any man see his brother sin asin which is not
unto death, he shall ask, and he shall give him life for them
tha t s in no t un to dea th . There i s s in un to dea th : Ido no t

say that he shall pray for it. All unrighteousness is sin :and
there is asin not unto death.” (1 John 5:16,17). The writer
is saying that all unrighteousness is sin and we know that sin
ultimately leads to death. (Romans 6:23). However, there is
asin not unto death in the sense that it is possible for one to
obtain forgiveness for it. There is hope for such individuals
and they can obtain forgiveness if they will repent and obey
God. Then there is asin unto death and this would pertain to
those who have gone so far away from God and have rejected
the very means whereby they may be saved, and consequently
neither prayer nor anything else will help such people. Ano¬
ther way of putting it, one can so harden his heart that he can¬
not be reached. But be thankful that as long as one has a
heart that can be touched with the love and sacrifice of Jesus
then there is hope for that individual to be saved.
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Who Is My Neighbour ?
K . M a t t h e w

One day aman came to Jesus and asked him, “What must
Ido to inherit eternal life ?” Jesus answered him, “What
does God’s law says we must do ?” He replied, “You should
love the Lord your God with all your heart and love your
neighbour as thyself.’’ This man thought that he was doing
all these things. So he asked Jesus, “Who is my neighbour ?
This is the occasion Jesus told the story of the good Samar¬
i t a n .

> >

Aman was going from Jerusalem to Jericho. While this
Jew was travelling he was caught by robbers. They took all
this man had and wounded him and left him half dead. This
man was in great need of help. Afew minutes later aman
passed by. He was apriest who was looking after the reli¬
gious matters of the people. Even he did not stop there. He
should have seen his need but he had no sympathy for this
wounded man. He was apriest and may be was late for the
service in the temple.

Secondly, alevite passed through that way. Neither did
he stop. This levite also was avery strict religious person,
keeping all the commandments, giving tithe. But he did not
offer any help to the poor wounded man who was in very bad
need. He may have thought, “If Istop and help this man I
will be late for the sacrifice for the Lord.

Finally, aSamaritan came that way. He saw the man who
was striving with life and death. You know the feelings of
the Samaritan and Jews towards each other. They do not even
like to see one another. The Samaritan could have easily killed
the wounded man because he was his natural enemy. But he
did not. He stopped on the spot, washed the wounds, and
poured oil into them and took him on his animal to an inn.
He treated him very well.

9 9

Jesus asked the man who came to him, “who is the neighbour
of this wounded man ?’’ He said, “The Samaritan who treated
h im.

5 J What lesson is applicable for our lives today from this
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story ?Let us look at these three individuals of this story. The
priest was aman who had avery high position in the society,
or among the Jews, wearing long robes and all the people
called him Rabbi, Rabbi, causing him to feel very pious. Seco¬
ndly, the Levite was also avery religious man but neither did
he do any good when aneed arose. These two were God’s
people or at least claiming to be serving the almighty God.
What was their service ?Was it acceptable unto God ?Even
after they passed this wounded man they went to the temple
and maybe advised all the people,
thyself.

Love your neighbour as
James says that faith without works is dead. May be

we say that we have faith. But if there is faith without action
our faith is vain and not genuine. Jesus can change the world.
See that Samaritan !He served aJew, his enemy. All the
people of the world should be our neighbour, black or white
or yellow or brown. There is no distinction in the sight of
almighty God. Then why should we feel adifference ?Let
us prepare ourselves to serve others better in all possible
w a y s .

t v i l l g o r
Who will go to the State of Bihar ?With apopulation of

approximately fifty-seven million people, how could anyone
deny their need for the gospel.

The capital is Patna and the State is rich in agriculture
because of the Ganges River and its tributaries. It also has
the famous steel plant at Jamshedpur. Other well known cities
include Ranchi, Gaya, Muzaffarpur, Dhanbad, Hazaribagh,
Bhagalpur, and Monghyr.

The chief religion is Hinduism but Islam is also strong.
It was the cradle of early Buddhism and from there that reli¬
gion spread through India and to other countries.
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Some preaching has been done in the State and there may
be a few members o f t he chu rch t he re . We know tha t we
have carried on some literature work through the State on up
to this time, but regardless of what has been done and who
may be there, Bihar is in great need of help. Will you consi¬
der this State ?Will you go there to work for the Lord ?

Reaching Out For The Souls Of
M e n

Our goal as the Lord’s people in India, and throughout the
world, is to preach the gospel to every creature. But there
are so many. How can we ever reach all of them ?To any¬
one with even abrief acquaintance with the methods that are
at our disposal for accomplishing such atask it is evident that
there are at least three major avenues through which to work.
These are :

1. Personal Work. This is going out to the people, kno¬
cking on their doors, getting acquainted with them,
asking for an opportunity to study with them from the
Bible, extending an invitation to them to attend our
regular Sunday meetings, and leaving behind some
literature. There is no end to the people we can meet
through this effort. Many of them will not be inte¬
rested, asmall percentage will even be ugly, but some
will, express an interest. Regardless of theira ttitude,
there is an opportunity to let them know who we are,
of our interest in them, and to teach them some truth
whether accepted or not.

2 . L i t e r a t u r e W o r k . T h i s o f f e r s e v e n a w i d e r fi e l d o f
work. The personal contact is not always there, but
not everyone wants to be v is i ted. There is a l imi ta¬
tion to the visits that can be made, and tracts and
other materials can be put out at such times, but
otherwise literature must be sent through the mail
to the local area and to the whole country. This
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is ameans of getting the gospel to the masses, into
where we could never go personally, and there-a r e a s

by reaching more people than we could ever reach
through the usual traditional methods. Any number
of materials may be used. These include Bible corres¬
pondence courses, tracts, magazines, booklets, books,
the scriptures, and so on.

3. Radio Work. This is yet another way of reaching the
masses of the people in various language broadcasts.
Although we are unable to use any station here in
India, we do have access to Radio Ceylon. Already

English Broadcast is aired every Saturday night at
8:00 p.m. and we hope in the near future to have a
Hindi program over the same station.

a n

While pulpit preaching, street preaching, campaign preaching,
and such like, are also ameans of preaching and teaching
God’s word yet these methods of communicating the gospel
are dependent on getting people to come to the gospel as it
is proclaimed. The problem is that only asmall number of
people will come. These are usually the most faithful mem¬
bers of the church and people that they have personally
invited to attend. This means that if the world is to ever be
evangelized, we cannot sit in our meeting houses and expect
people to come to hear us preach the gospel. Rather, to reach
people, and especially to reach the masses, we are going to
have to go to the people. That is why we have mentioned
personal work, literature work, and radio work.

My brethren, what are we really doing to take the gospel
to those around us and to the people of this country ?Remem¬
ber, the church will never grow until we grow enough to do
what the Lord commanded, and he said,
my brother. Go. Go with the gospel, go with the Lord. Don’t
sit at home offering excuse for the church not growing. If you’ll
go to the people and teach them the truth some of them will
accept it and obey the Lord. Do you believe it ?Try it and
see if it doesn’t work. Whether you get any results or not, the
Lord still said that we should go. But don’t “worry, when we
go and preach God’s word, and do the job right, then it will
get results, and it will get some good results. Again, Isug¬
gest that you try it and see what happens.

< ( G o . 5 > G o ,
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Who Is Responsible For The
D i v i s i o n

The religious world is full of division. There are all kinds
of churches, denominations, and religious bodies. This is
true here in India just as everywhere else. But why is there so
much division ?Where did it all come from ?Who is responsi¬
ble for it ?

When we talk to denominational people about the Lord’s
church as set forth in the New Testament, and they begin to
see that the church of the scriptures is different to their church,
that to be amember of Christ’s church they will have to leave
their church, then they begin to offer excuses. They will tell
you that all the division comes from the West, that we should
not be divided, and therefore they will stay in their church.
What they fail to realize is that there is alot of division in the
west and there is alot of division here in india, but what
caused it all ?Men’s refusal to follow only God's word in reli¬
gious matters. The result was denominationalism—division—
and to remain in denominationalism means that one chooses
d i v i s i o n .

For aperson to argue in favour of division as most do is
about like taking up for the thief and condemning the
who is trying to help the individual to escape from the thief.
We are trying to get people to leave division to return to
pure New Testament Christianity, but paradoxically, we are
accused of causing division because we are encouraging them
to leave denominational churches to become members of the
church that Christ established. We are teaching the truth and
we are accused of teaching division.

Christ prayed that we might all be one. (John 17:20,21).
Paul condemned division among his brethren. (1 Corinthians
1:10,13). and went on to say that those who cause division
not serving the Lord Jesus Christ. (Romans 16:17,18;. Then
the scriptures go on to tell us about Christ building the church
(Matthew 16:18), that there is but one body or church (Ephe¬
sians 4:1-6), that Christ is the saviour of it (Ephesians 5:23),
and that he is the head of it. (Colossians 1:18). Furthermore,
all who obey the Lord’s will are saved (Mark 16:16), and
added to his church. (Acts 2:47).

Division exists where people obey the doctrines and com¬
mandments of men. It stays alive where people will not read
and study their Bibles so they may know the truth. There is
no hope for such people because they are in error and refuse
to leave it. In the end, they will be among those v/ho will be
crying unto the Lord to save them but he will say unto them,
“I never knew you. Depart from me ye that work iniquity.(Matthew 7:21-23). ^ ^

o n e

a r e
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The Cities of Refuge &The Church
Mark H. Nunley

Under the law of Moses (the Old Testament law) when a
man committed murder, he was to be killed himself, fiut the
Lord made provision in the case of an accidental murder. He
appointed 6cities of refuge where aperson could flee for
safety so that he might have afair trial. And by looking at
what these cities are named and the meaning of the names,
we can draw some important lessons about the church of
C h r i s t .

KEDESH—The name Kedesh means “separate, set apart,
or holy.” And this can signify to us one of the great
characteristics of the church of our Lord. In iPet. 2: 9we
find, “But you are achosen race, aroyal priesthood, aholy
nation, apeople for God’s own possession, that you may
proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of
darkness into his marvellous light.” So the church has been
called out of the darkness of sin and ignorance into the light of
Jesus Christ. And as apart of the Lord’s church, we learn in
John 15:14-19 that we are the Lord’s friends and that we are
expected to work for the Lord. We have been called out of
sin into the “separate” and “set apart” and “holy” church of
Christ. And because of this we must live worthy of our calling.
As II Cor. 6:17-18 says, “Therefore, come out from their midst
and be separate, says the Lord. And do not touch what is un¬
clean :and Iwill welcome you, and you shall be sons and
daughters to Me, says the Lord “Almighty”. All sin is out of
place in the Christian’ life!

SHECHEM— The name Shechem means “shoulder, or
support.” And this of course could signify to us adifferent as¬
pect of the Lord’s church. Paul says in ITim. 3:14-15 that the
church is the pillar and the ground of the truth. So the church
is responsible for teaching the truth or for defending the truth
(which is the Gospel of Christ). In Jude 3we, find,
felt the necessity to write to you appealing that you contend
earnestly for the faith (the Gospel) which was once for all deli¬
vered to the saints.” The church must combat the wisdom of
this world, the forces of unbelief, etc. as it teaches, lives, and
defends the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

HEBRON— The name Hebron means “alliance or fellow¬
ship.” So this can give to us awonderful aspect of the church
of lesus Christ. The church of our Lord is agreat fellowship.
There is fellowship with God and Christ as well as fellowship
with our brethren in Christ. Concerning the fellowship among

i C I
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brethren, we find in Phil. 1:3-5, “I thank my God upon
every rernemberance of you, always in every prayer of mine
for you all making request with joy, for your fellowship in
the Gospel from the first day until now.” And concerning
fellowship with the Lord, we find in ICor. 1:9, “God is
faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with
His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. “In IJohn 1:6-7 we learn that
to be in that fellowship we must obey the Lord’s command¬
ments faithfully.

B E Z E R — T h e n a m e B e z e r m e a n s “ e n c l o s u r e o r f o r t r e s s .
And this too can signify something wonderful about the church.
The church of our Lord is amighty fortress that those inside
of are under God’s care and protection. In Matt. 16:18 Jesus
said,’’...upon this rock 1will build My church; and the gates of
Hades shall not overpower it.” The forces of death, sin, and
Satan cannot overcome the church of our Lord, and therefore
they cannot overcome the Christian unless we surrender to
Satan by yielding to temptation. The church is and will be
victorious with her victorious King, Jesus.

RAMOTH—The name Ramoth means “elevation or high
place.” And this certainly can signify to us the lofty position
of the church of our Lord. We find this prophecy about Christ
and the church in Psalms 2:6, “But as for Me (God), Ihave
installed My King (Jesus) upon Zion, My holy mountain (the
church).” The church is the body, the bride, the kingdom of
of Christ. And this shows us that it must be ahighly exalted
organization. And concerning those that enter the church, we
read in IJohn 3:1 “See how great alove that the Father hath
bestowed upon us, that we should be called the children of
God; and such we are.” There is no higher exaltation that
can be known in this life than to be achild of God and mem¬
b e r o f C h r i s t ’ s c h u r c h .

GOLAN—The name Golan means “circle or passage.
The church is spoken of as apassage-way to God, and acircle
could signify that the church is acomplete and never ending
and perfect passage-way. Jesus said in John 14:6, “I am the
way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father,
but through Me.” In Col. 1:18-20, we find, “He is also the
head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the
first-born from the dead; so that He might Himself come to
have first place in everything. For it was the Father’s (God’s)
good pleasure for all the fulness to dwell in Him (Jesus), and
through Him (Jesus) to reconcile all things to Himself (God),
having made peace through the blood of His (Jesus) cross.”
The church is the passage-way through Christ to God Al¬
mighty.

Just as the Israelites could go to these 6cities of refuge for
protection from their pursuer, to escape Satan and ahome in
hell, we must come into the church of Christ, the Lord’s place
of refuge.

i i
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qqt q^T qftqf wi^\^) i?q fqq %q^xq q^ qfe qiq
qqiT ^qqqq q^ q^q^iT ^qrq^ |, qt^ q|t ^rqq |fq? qqiT
%qfqqqq ^qf qq^qrT %fqq qft |V qq qt^ q^t qq^ qrqfqq
Icqifq ^3ft fqqqt |i?q fqq %q^xq q> %qq qr^qq ft qft,
qw qqiT qr ?fq^rq ql qqrfqq qqqr |i

qreqq qqtqrq qr fqq qqtr?qq %qqq fq^ qqr q | q q

qr fqq 11 (qqrfqqqiqq ?:?°) Ifqq qq^r^qq %qrqqt q?
qtqq qqr qtqq-qqqtqt q?q qqf q?q>t qt ft, q"tq fqq qqrTi %
qiq fqq'T ^^qq^ qiqq'r 3; fqq ft ffqf, qtT %qq qq ft fqq
qqf qrq qqr, ft qqr qq qq qqqqqq %f^q fqq qt ftft qqf qr
qiqqt qtf qfqqiT |?ftq qfq qrq ^qi qqf |, ft qqT q^
qqqqqT, qqr q^qi q't qiq qft |?qiq qfqf^t: ftq, ft qqf
qrq qt qq'tft q^f |, iqqrq %fqq qq qqq qqfq q^q qfq qftfqqr
qqqrqqr qq q| ft, qrft %fqqrt: q3ft qqff qf qq^ I,
qi fqfqr qft fqr qqf |, qr qqqf qq qrqr fqqqrf qqqi
qrqrq tqq qr qrqiq ifqifq ftq %f q q f
fqqfqq qqqr fqft q?q qfqrfqq qrf qqqqq qrf qr qqf 11
qrq g;qr fqq ft qqr, qqq ft q?f ft qqf?qq qt qqrqqi %fqf
qft fqqf Iqqr q^ q-sqiqqq qrq qft ??q% fqqqfq fq qrq qq

tT?;ir5^q qr q?qqrq qq fq qqf qrqqf q'^qr^ %qrq fqqf ff
?5: fqq ffqf ftq %qq i^q ft fqq qqf fqf q^r, qrq qq%
fqq qf ft ftqf qqf |!fqq, qqr qrq qqqf qqft qf qqrqf ?
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"qTqr cqrqt q^qr, ^qft qqq |^rqr qqq qqr ft ^qrqf,
qrqqfqqqft ?rrqr”
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C h u r c h o f C h r i s t
37 M.S.O. Colony
B a n s a w a d i R o a d
Bangalore-33
C h u r c h o f C h r i s t
9, Erran St.
P u r s a w a l k a r a
M a d r a s - 7

C h u r c h o f C h r i s t
35, Lock Street
K o t t u r ,
M a d r a s - 6 0 0 0 8 5
C h u r c h o f C h r i s t
Nongrim Hills
Shillong
C h u r c h o f C h r i s t
Ketti, P.O. Nilgiris
T a m i l N a d u

Church of Christ
N o . 5 0 - 7 5 3 - 1 7 7

i■Goo ty Road
Kurnool-2 (A.P.)
C h u r c h o f C h r i s t
Pool Bagh Road
Vizianagaram-2.
C h u r c h o f C h r i s t
Vattapadam
P a l a n k a r a - P. O .
N i l a m b u r
K e r a l a S t a t e
C h u r c h o f C h r i s t
G. Kondur (P.O.)
Via Kondapalli
Krishna District, A.P.

These are but afew of the addresses of the churches of
Christ located in India. Contact the one nearest you for
information about worship services, Bible Correspondence
Courses, and tracts, etc.

Church of Chr is t
508/32 Baida Road
Lucknow (U.P.)
Church o f Chr is t
B o x 6 5 4 3
C u m b a l a H i l l
Bombay-26
C h u r c h o f C h r i s t
Pathanapuram P. O.
Quilon (DT.)
K e r a l a S t a t e

C h u r c h o f C h r i s t
Churachandpur
Manipur
C h u r c h o f C h r i s t
G N T R o a d
Pozhal, Madras-600066
Church o f Chr is t
953 Kalasiguda, Bolarum
Secunderabad 500010, A.P.
Hyderabad

C h u r c h o f C h r i s t
H. No. 1-9-312/5/2 .
Vidyanagar
Hyderabad 500044, A.P.
C h u r c h o f C h r i s t
8 8 G a d w a l H o u s e
Nampally
Hyderabad 500001, A.P.
C h u r c h o f C h r i s t
Opp. District Courts
K a n n a v a r i t h o t a
G u n t u r 4 , A . P .
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