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Where Is The Power In Preachmg*’

Christ sald “Go and preach . (Mark 16 15) Paul
wrote, ‘“preach the word...” (2 Tlmothy 4:2). We therefore
have our orders and we must comply w1th them. Thxs 1$ as
true today as it was in the first century

- Preaching is one of the major ways that the Lord has ordar-
ned through which his message is to be conveyed to man.
Whether done in the pul pit, or in some other pubhc manner,
the work is still preachmg ThlS involves man perconal,ly,
speaking by word of mouth, in commumcatmg the word of God
to one or more. . R )

There are some who thmk that preachmg is losmg 1ts power
For instance, they pomt to gospel meetmgs which at one time
drew great crowds but now attract very little attention Preach-
ing on all other occasions likewise’ seéms to ‘be “oti the Gecline.
Does this mean that the time will’ corbe When preachm g wﬂl no
~ longer be used? Not if Chrxstlamty is to survive

Takmg a closer- look there are many number of reasons why
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preaching does not get the attention that it once did : there is
the lack of time devotéd to worship, lack of interest in spmtual
matters, but perhaps the basic problem is that too much: empha-
sis has been placed on the messenger instead of the mes§age

Behmd the preachmg is the. preacher and he is the one that
has been schooled, polished, and catapulted fo the pulpit.  He
has been well dressed, taught how ‘to properly pronounce every
word, has learned by experxence ‘how to time his remarks to a
bare minimum, and he prepares a variety of lessons so that they

'w1ll hold the interest of hls audience. He must have a pleasant
dlsposmon, be friendly at all times with everyone, never be
negative, and always be entertaining. Paradoxically, all of

‘this-effort to “sell” preaching is the very reason that many have
lost ifiterest in preachmg !

While the preacher is very 1mportant and there are " many
things that he can do to help get the message to his aiidience,
the fact remains that the real power in preaching is in the
message. Paul says that it pleases God by the foolishness of
préaching to save them that believe. (1 Corinthians 1 : 21).
Again, he says that the gospe/ is the power of God unto salva-
tion to all them that believe. (Romans 1:16). Christ tells us
that the truth is what makes us free. (John 8 :32). Peter
says that we are purified by obeymg the truth. (1 Peter:1:22).

_ . Beautiful and flowery oratory are not enough Sermons that
T 1llustrate only the speaker s education make the wrong “kind of
jmpression. Preachers that say a lot but never say anythmg
are wasting their time. Instead, the preaching that is’ needed,
that is powerful and that will get results, is Just good S1mp1e,
scrlptural preaching. Those truths may have been’ stated over
and over but the soul craves that food again and again. Noth-

- ing else can take its place. Nothing élse can really satisfy.

_ Brethren, we would be.a lot better off if we would quit try-
.ing to update our: preachmg and decide that we are going to
_speak the language of the people and preach the’ ‘message that
man really needs. This doesn’t mean that we can’t study, learn,
and prepare ourselves, but our emphasm should be taken off
the preacher and put back on the message as God' intended.
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Our sermons should be according to the scriptures, ‘basedion .
the needs of the people, instead of trying to enteftain’ ‘them by.
tickling their ears. Don’t worry, if we’ll preach the word we
will find that it still holds unlirnited power T

i

- The Umversal Problem Of Man

EVER since they came out of ‘the. garden of Eden, human
- beings have been faced with sorrows, difficulties, and - problems.
- Wherevér human beings are found: upon the earth, problems
and sorrows have co-existence with them.: Through the centu-
ries people have been trying to get release through various ways
and means from their problems and difficulties... :But as much
- as they are trying, their problems are éxceedingly. increasing, ‘1t
-is a shocking state of affairs. . S -

~ As we turn to the greatest book of the world, the Bible, in
“fts third chapter we read that the first man and the first woman,
‘whom God had made and blessed to ‘multiply ‘upon -the earth,
- rebelled against God by doing the thing that'God had forbidden
" them to do. God who had made:human beings for His glory
‘was greatly displeased with: the rebelling - attitude of -these
human beings and- before He cast them-out from His preséfice,
the record says, ““Unto the woman he -said, I will greatly multi-
- ply thy sorrow and thy conception ; in sorrow thou :shalt.bring
forth children ; and thy desire shall be-to thy husband, and he
-'shall rule over thee. And unto Adam he:said; “Because -thou
~hast hearkened unto the- voice: of thy wife, and-hast eaten ‘of
~the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying;::Thou skalt- not
‘eat of it; cursed is the ground for thy sake ; in sorrow. shalt
-:ithou eat of it all the days of thy life ;- Thorns alo and thistles
shall it bring forth to thee : :and‘thou shalt eat the "herb- of the
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field ;. In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou
return unto the ground ; for out.of it-wast thou: taken fo‘r‘dust
thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.”

Thus, all human problems started with ““sin®. The Wdrd
sin is a very small word to speak or to wnte but m fact in

human power and energy is spent on. pracnclng or. .
sin. Nearly fifty-five per cent of all of the wealth in the wofld
in one way or another, is being spent on such things whlch lead
tosin. A larger amount of precious time, whlch may be used
for the betterment of nations and societies, is either spent on
producing such things which promote sin, or on practicing sin.
.Sin is niot.a local problem ‘which could be explained in: terms of
environment of social - conditions. But sin'is man’s.-iniversal
problem, It exists in evety -home. in .every :society, ‘and in all

countries of the world: It is a umversal problem of every human
being. . ’

It is believed that around ninety p‘ef “dént of - the 'pébﬁlé'of
the world, directly or indirectly, realize the ptoblem of siri and
regardless of the fact of the increasing ‘numbers of" sifis daily
.committed in the. world today, people are somehow conscious
of its dangerous and . destructive effect on human. beings: -.And
s0, many. people .according to their knowledge and behef
though sincere, have devised several different ways and means,
such as imaginary gods and godesses, religions, idols, so-called
gurus, yoga, and several others, through which to try to finda
remedy for the problem of sin.

Different terms are used ‘to emphasize the meaning of sin,
“guch as iniquity, that is, deviation or turning aside ‘from . the
-right path.. Another term: is transgression, meahing to’ go
. ‘aeross ; to go beyond the bound. Sin is also explained in the
‘terms of missing the .mark or violation of God’s:command-
ments... Sin can'be committed in different ways. -First, it may
be committed by direct violation of God’s comimand. This is
--the very type of sin which brought condemnation, and dgath,
i.e., -séparation from-God, to the first human being in the
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.garden  of 'Eden. And again, this* was the very sin which led.
the Israelites, after they had come out of -Egypt, - to wander in
the! wilderness: for a number of years, before entering inito the
promised land of Canaan.  And not only that but they, inclu-
ding their leader Moses, had to suffer several other consequen-
ces too because of it..

Although all sins primarily are committed - against God,
however, sin may"also be committed “against Gur fellowmen and
against our own bodies, of which the Bible speaks is the temple
of God (It is the temple of God in the sense ‘that man orxgx-
nally was ‘made by God after His likeness and in His i image; a
spiritual being, in whom God’s Spirit'can dwell). The type
of sin that we are now considering includes all the works' of the
flesh, such as adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness,

.idolatry, witchcraft, hatred or enmities, variatice or strife,
emulations, wrath, - seditions, heresies, “envyings, murders,
drunkenness, revellings, etc. such sins, however, are not always
committed by outwardly performing the very act of- domg, but
48 the greatest teacher, Jesus Christ taught, “Whosoever looketh
on a 'woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her
in his heart.”:(Matthew 5 : 28) Therefore,this -great principle
may be applied to any kind of sinful act such as mentioned
above and thus the very thought which may lead one to commit
an-aet of sifi will be enough to condemti one. For there is no
fruit without ' the seed.” Tl&erefOre, before a sin is committed
its seed first fell into one’s heart and‘when it is grown then ‘the
fruit of sin follows: Thus, sin is not always actually committed

* by.actions, but it may be committed. in one’s heart.  Just ‘as

theicharacter- of the: fruit depends on ‘the- character of the tree,
so likewise one’s actions are determined by one’s heart because
itisout of the abundance of the hesrt that the mouth speaks.

Matthew 12:34). - Just “like in some patticular physical

diseases- certain spots or marks appedr 6n the body as Symip-

toms.of that particular disease, so are sins the symptoms of 2

spiritual disease:'in- every human being, which infects directly
the hearts of people. Emphasising the:fact, Jesus made:it
more clear and plain when he said, “For from within; .out of
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the heart of men,.proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications,
murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness,
an eyil eye, blasphemy. or railing, pride, foolishness, All these
ev11 things come from. within, and defile the man.” (Matthew
7: 21-23) :

.

- The Wedding Garment

L. Ja! Kumar Gootam

. “And agaln Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying,- The
kmgdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a
marriage feast for h1s son, and sent his servants to call those
who were invited fo the marriage feast ; but they would not
come agam he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who
are. 1nv1ted Behold I have made ready my dinner, my oxen and
fat “calves are killed, and every thing.is ready; come to the
~ marriage feast.” But they made light of it and went off, one
to. his, farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his -
seryants, treated them shamefully, and killed them, The king
w‘_,as' angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers
and burned their city. -Then he said- to his servants, ‘The wed-
ding is ready, but those.invited were not worthy. Go there-
fore-to the thorough-fares; and invite to the marriage feast as
many -as you find.. . And those servants went out into the
streets and gathered all whom they found, both bad and good
59, the wedding hall was filled with guests.”

“.But when the king¢ame in to look at the guests, he saw
there-a man who:had no;wedding garment ; and he said to him,
‘Friend, - how did you:get in here without a wedding garment?
And he was speechless. ‘Then the king said to his attendants,
‘Bind - his. hand and foot, and cast him into the outer dark-
ness; there men will weep and gnash their teeth.’. For many
ag; called  but few phosen (Matthew 22 : 1-14 RSV).

. In the above parable Jesus was teaching about the kingdom
-of God. Yes, God sent his Son. “He came to his own home,
and his own people received him not. But to. all who received
him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become



7

children of God.” (John 1:11,12 RSY). Many gimes people
are mistaken when they read this passage and think that one
has to believe on Jesus and that is all they have to do to enter
into the kingdom of heaven. _Of course it is necessary that we
“believe” but we must also do the works of faith,

The invitation was rejected by the Jews and it was then
opened to the Gentiles. But as many as that heard the invitas
tion and went in to take part in the feast had to put’onthe
wedding garment. Some times it looks ridiculous to demand -
wedding garments to be put on by the people who :were called
in the last minute out of the roads. I think however ‘we must
realize that the king has a right to make certain demands of
the invitee if he expects to attend and participate. -That is why
all . except:.one man had put on the garments and the.one who
had not was cast out. Yes, God has also given us garments to
put on. '

-He promised in Zechariah 3:4: “I have -caused thine
iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe thee ‘With change
of raiment.” He expects that we should remove'the be’g’é"a‘ﬂg .
clothes of sin and evil and put on the new garment. That gar--
ment is Christ: “As many of you as have been baptized’into ...
Christ have put on Christ.” (Galatians 3 : 27). -So oré ciff- . -
put on Christ, the wedding garment, only in baptism. e

.. Any -one who has not- yet been clothed with this garment
(not yet baptized), he needs to hurry before the kingcomes to
inspéct the invitees. One cannot expect to- take part -in the
wedding feast without the; garment.prescribed.: In other: words,
we cannot -enter into the kingdom of heaven without putting
on; Christ in obedience to his will in"baptism and thereby washs
ing away our sins. Then we need not be ashamed. on. the fiay
of judgment. Isaiah said in chapter 61 and verse.10 :. I will
greatly.rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful:in my God ;
for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath
covered me with the robes of righteousness.” This joy will be
ours. if we submit ourselves to the will of God in baptism and
put on Christ. - ;
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+ “God's'Formula For success”’
- ‘ N o Mark Nunley ' :

" Tn'Josh. 1:1-9.we find the Israclites just about ready to
cross the Jordan river to enter into Canaan to conquer it. And
the Lord God gave Joshua and Israel a plan or formula that
théy .:would have to follow if they were to be successful in their -
livesy “Only be strong and very courageous, to observe and to

- do-according to all:the law, which Moses My servant comman-
ded thee ; turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that
thow mayest have good success whithersoever thou goest. This
book of the law shall ‘net depart out of thy mouth ; but thou
shalt meditate therein day and night ; that thou ma/y'est observe
to.-do according. to. all that is written therein : for then thou
shalt. make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good
success.”

T:would suggest to you thdt we can.have success in our lives '
today it we will follow the same formula for success in our
lives that God gave to Joshua and Israel. ’

.- THIS BOOK ©OF THE LAW SHALL NOT DEPART OUT
@QF THY MOUTH. : The law of God, ‘the Bible, is to be the
very centre of our life. It:is to be that which guides and directs
our footseps, and as a result it should be something that we
talk abous. . But before we can make the Bible the central part
of our.life:rthat it should be, and we can speak about it, we
inust of hecessity study it diligéntly to-know what the Bible
says.' v God said in'Matt 17 5,4“THig'is My beloved Son, in
Whos I am well: pleased; Hear ye'him.””  Notice: the prophecy
that s réfeered tosin Aeats 2:22:23 as -the apostle Peter ins-
tructs his listeners: that they ‘must now fisten to Jesus and not
6 Moses, “Moses indeed said, A prophet shall the Lord God
raise up unto you from among your brethren, like unto me ;to
Him shall ye hearkent in-all things whatsoever He shall speak
unfo you.. ‘Atid it shall be; that every soul that shall not hear-
kén to-that prophet:shall.-be utterly destroyed from among the
people.” ‘ : : - ' '
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_ BUT THOU SHALT MEDITATE THEREIN DAY AND
NIGHT. One of the best ways to keep the Word of God from
departing from our heart and mouth is' to meditate upon the
Word of God. Beforé we can keep the commandments of God,
keep the law in our heart, and speak it faithfully as we would
teach others, we must do some deep and serious thinking - and
dwelling upon God’s Word. The Bible says in prov.23: 7
“For as he thinketh within himself, so is he.” We become what
our heart is filled with. If-we are filled with deceit and false-
hood and wickedness in our heart, then these traits will be
exhibited in ‘our lives. "If we are filled with the Word of God
which we constantly think and dwell upon, then our lives will
exhibit righteousness and godliness. Psa. 1 : 2 gives a descri-
ption that must fit our life, “But his delight is in the law of
Jehovah : and on His law doth he meditate day and night.”’
What better thoughts or principles could fill our mind than the
teachings of the Lord ? Certainly this is necessary if we are to
enjoy very much success in life that is worthwhile énd lasting.

THAT THOU MAYEST OBSERVE TO DO ACCORDING
TO ALL THAT IS WRITTEN THEREIN. We learn the will
of God by hearing it preached and by reading the Bible for
ourself. Then, we plant that Word deeply in our hearts and
come to deeper insight and understanding by meditating upon
the Word of God. And when we learn and meditate upon
God’s law, it leads us to obey Him. And God’s purpose for
man down through time is that we obey Him. Eccl. 12:13
says, ‘“‘This is the end of the matter, all hath been heard : Fear
God, and keep His commandments, for this is the whole duty
of man.” I Cor. 4: 6 says, “That in us ye might learn not to
go beyond the things which are written.”> II John 9-11 says,
“Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not in the teaching of
Christ, hath not God : he that abideth in the teaching, the
same hath both the Father and the son. If any cometh-unto
you, and bring not this teaching, receive him not into your
house, and give him no greeting ; for he that giveth him gree- '
ting partaketh of his evil works.”

You cannot possibly find the richness and fullness and hap-
piness and swvccess in life that God intended if you do not
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follow these-3 steps or principles in life. We must know God’s
Word, and the person that knows it must speak it faithfully
to others. We must meditate upon God’s Word. = And we
must faithfully obey the Word of God. - Are you willing to'do
that today ? “And now why tarriest thou? Arise, and be
baptized, and wash away thy sins, calhng on the name of the
Lord.” (Acts 22: 16) .

“The Love of the World” e
N Dxckcupp-_ \_

We all know and love the beautlful verse, “God so loved
the world that he gave his only begotten Son...*” (John 3: 16).
But in I Johin 2:15-17, the apostle clearly and emphatlca]ly
says “Love mot the world, neither the” things that are in’ the
world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is
not in him...”” Is-this a contradiction?

" The kind of love God had for the “world” was -a love for
the people of the world, whom He created in His.own image:
His love was and is a love of compassion and mercy. But the
word John uses for “world” is kosmes, whis means “a sphere
of being,”\'br “‘an order of things.”” What John forbids us to
- love is a worldly order of things that entails evil des:re, a. gready
reaching forth for things of the world that are contrary to God
and not good for us. John is so emphatic as to say’ that if

anyone loves the world in this sense, the love of God is not
in him! :

'This same principle is taught many ti’mes in the New
Testament: it is impossible to-wholly love God and the world
at the same time. Jesus said “No man can serve two - masters;
for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he
will hold to one and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God
and mammon.” (Matthew 6:24). James declares “Ye adulterers
and adulteresses, know ye not that friendship of the world s
enmity with God? Whosoever therefore would be a friend of
the world maketh himself an enemy of God.”” (James 4:4), And
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-thie apostle Paul Tells us exactly what this kind of ““love of the
world” involves in 2 Corinthians 6:17-18, when he says “Come
ye out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord,
and touch not the unclean thing...”> We are to be a separate,
different kind of people; in the world, but not of the world
(see-Romans 12:2). :

John places “things of the world" in three categories: (1)
- the lust of the flesh, (2) the lust of the eye, and (3) the pride
-of life. .,
The “flesh” he refers to is not the skin and muscle of -the
body, but the evil appetites that we might have. Paul talks
about the “works of the flesh” in Galatians 5:19-21, and lists
them as adultery, idolatry, hatred, murder, drunkenness, etc.
The “lust of the flesh,” then, is carnal desire; a willingness - to
defy God’s will to satisfy your own appetites (Satan  tried to
tempt Jesus into turning stones into bread when Jesus was
starving for food .in.the w11derness)

‘The “lust of the eye” involves evil desires brought on
through the appeal of objects of sight. Satan, in his tempting
of the Lord, took him to a high mountain and showed him all
the kingdoms of the world. Jesus could see them in all their
splendor and power and glory and wealth. Then Satan told

- Jesus he could have everything he saw...if he. would just bow
down and worship him.

The “pride of life” is vanity; pnde a coveting of worldly
honour. Satan. in tempting the Lord, took him to the top of
the temple and said “Throw yourself off; if you’re the son of
God, and angels will come and minister to you.” He was

tempting Jesus to have enough vain prxde to prove himself.
All three of these qualities are seen in the tempting of Eve,

in-Genesis 3:6; “And when the woman.saw that the tree was
good for food (the lust of the flesh), and that it . was a -delight
to the eye (the lust of the eye,) and that the tree was desired

- to make one wise (the pride of life), she took of the fruit
thereof, and did eat; and she gave also unto her husband with
her, and he did eat.” '

John is telling Christians to beware of these very same
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general temptations, which are involved- in loving the world
-and the things that are of the world. He then ends his exhor-
‘tation with a very logical reason for loving God and the things
* of God more than the world ard the things of the world. “And
the world passeth away, and the lust thereof, but he that doeth
the will of God abideth for ever.” :

Peter taught the same thing in 2 Peter 3:10: “But the day of
the Lord will come as a thief in the night: in the which the
heaven shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements
shall m¢lt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works- that
are therein shall be burned up.” Peter then went on to say
that we ought to, therefore, be followers of God and godly
living: “Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved,
what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation
and godliness ?”

And that’s exactly the point John is making. The world
and everything in it is temporary; someday it will all disappear.
But.your godliness is enduring. Therefore, don’t love the world

- or the things of the world, but love God instead...and abide in .
His will (1 John 5:3).

'Don’t put your trust in the world. Some day it will be

" burned to nothing. Don’t put your trust in the things of the

“world. They are temporary, and they cannot bring salvation

or life after death! Put your trust in eternal God, and in His

.'word...that will never pass- away'

Ecumenical Unity
v John Waddey
Will the Ecumenical Movement succeed? Will there be: a
“.realunity among believers?’
- These efforts for unity will fail because they are based on
) human wisdom. Men ask, ‘“How can we reconcile our creeds
and traditions?” I have yet_ to see a search for GOD’S
THINKING on how we can attain unity. :

Present trends give Protestants the chance to become
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Catholics. What Protestants would think of such? ‘Shall - the

Baptists give up ‘their name and creed and accept that of the

Lutheran? No! It just won’t work! - S
A’ SOLUTION THAT WILL WORK: -

1. - Since the Creeds, Names, Traditions and man-made

forms of Government stand as obstaclies to unity; let

. them all be cast aside. . Then let us build on - the firm

foundation of God’s eternal truth.

2. Let us call ourselves Christians, Acts 11:26. Is there a
. better name?-Everyone can-accept this. Let us call our’
congregations the Churches of God, I Cor. 1:1-3, or
Churches of Christ, Rom. 16:16. These names will

offend no one. P .

3. For our Creed, let us'take the Bible ONLY. Let each
man, “speak as the oracles of God.” I Pet. 4:11. Let
us not go beyond what is written. I Cor. 4:6. Let us
hold to the faith that was once for all délivered to the
saints, Jude 3. The Sctipture will ‘maké us complete,
furnished completely unto- every “good work; II Tim.
3:16-17. Can we improve on this? .

4. God’s plan of Church government is: more workable

. than man’s, . Christ is the only head, Eph. 1:22. His
New Testament is the only rule of authority, Matt,
28:18, John 12:48. There will be no_earthly head-
quarters, for each congregation will be responsible only
to Jesus the head. In e'ac-h»,;:,cal group elders would

have the oversight, Acts 20:17, 26:31.

5. Traditions should gladly be laid aside. Their authority
is only that of fallible men.  They cannot be pleasing
to God. These traditioris have made void the command.
ments of God, Matt. 15:9. = ‘ '

6. The Bible presents a divine prescription for worship:

Prayers, I Thess. 5:17. _ Bible study and' preaching,

Acts 20:7, singing, Eph. 5 19, and giving, T Cor. 16:2.

The Lord’s supper was observed weekly as a commemo-

~ ration of Christ’s death, Acts 20:7, Matt. 26:26. About
these things there should be no controversy.
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7. Terms. of membership will pose no problem. . People
" believed the gospel; repented and were baptized for
remission of sins. The Lord added them to the-church,
Acts 2:36-38, 47.  The form of baptism would be sim-
ple: Bible examples were “buried with Christ in
baptism”. Rom. 6:4.

Nothing would be made a test of fellowsh:p save -faith and

a willingness to obey the Lord’s plain commands. ~
This is ‘God’s basis- for a REAL AND TRUE UNITY in
. Christ-of All believers. Are you wxlhng to follow God’s plan'?

Falth

By Clovis Caudle

- i What Is Falth‘? .
 “Now: faith is the substance of thmgs hoped for, the
.evidence of things not seen. » (Heb: 11:1)
II. - Faith Is Necessary. . | ’
1. Faith Is necessary To Please God.
«But  without faith it is impossible to please’ him; for
. he that cometh to God must -believe that he is, and

that he is a rewarder of - them that dlhgently seek him.”
(Heb. 11:6) ’

-2, We Are Condemned Wlthout Faith.

' .. but he that belleveth riot shall be damned » (Mk. .
16 16) -

T3, We Wil Dxe In Our Sins WIthout Fanth

...for if ye believe not’ that I am he, ye shall die in
“your sins.” (Jno. 8: 24)

4. Everlasting Life Depends On The Rxght Kmd of
© ' Faith.

. that whosoever believeth in hnm should . ‘not perish,
: but have everlastmg life.” (Jno 3 16)

Ill_ In Order To Have Faith It Must Come In Some
- Manner. ' :
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The Bible Teaches That: Falth ‘Comes’ By Hear-
ing The Word Of God. :

“So then faith cometh by hearmg, and hearmg by the
word of God-”’ (Rom. 10*17) :

The faith of the people ‘on the day of Pentecost in Acts -
2 came by hearing the preaching of the Apostles “N ow
when they heard this, they were pricked i in their hearts,
and said unto Peter and the rest of the Apostles, Men
and brethren, what shall we do"” (Acts 2:37)

“But these are written that ye mlght believe that Jesus
is the Christ:‘the Son of>God; and that believing ye
might have life through his name > (Ino 20:31)

IV. Since Faith Is Necessary To Pleage’ God The Bible

V. How Does Falth Save?
1. Faith Saves When It Is Actwe~~

i

Teaches That We Areé Sﬁved By Faith.

" “For ye are all the ch:ldren of God ’by Falth m Christ

Jesus.” (Gal. 3: 26)

“Therefore being Justlﬁed by fallh, we have peace ‘with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Rom 5:1)
“For by grace afe ye saved fhirough” faith; -and that not
of yourselves it is the- glft of God.” (Eph. 2:8)

That faith is necessary fo salvatnon is absolute

o3 % A N P
d Obedient.

“Not everyone that saith unto- m¢" ‘Lord, Eord, shall
eriter’ into the Kingdom ‘of heaven; buthe that doeth
the will of my Father which is in heaven.” (Matt. 7:21)
“Seeing ye have . punﬁed your souls in obeying the
truth through the Spirit of unfelgned love of the breth-

n...”" (1 Pet. 1:22) S

2. John 3:16 and sm:ular ‘passages’ are inclusive in scope;

they include. all things through faith'that ate required

of the Lotd to be saved, not only Trom past sins but to .

‘be saved eternally @ Pet 1: 9)
The Followmg Are Some Of The Actlons Of Fanth
‘Or “Faith Working. » '

1 Repentance is faith willing. (Matt, Vit 28-32)

)
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. 2. Cénfessionis faitl speaking. (Rom. 10:10)
3. Baptism is faith in actién. (Col.i2:12) :
4. Prayer is faith communing. (Matt. 21 22) e
5. Work is faith being made perfect. (Jas. 2: 22)
. 6. Influence is falth shmmg (Rom 14:20- 22)
1. Hope is faith assurmg (Heb. 11 1) .
8. Singing is faith’ pralsmg, (Heb. 13:15) v
.9, The Lord; Supper 15 falth remembermg (1 Cor.
12428 .0
10. Eternal hfe is. falth rqahzed (Jno 3 15 16)

VIL. Faith Is Gomprehegsxve And Inclusrve.
_ All the gbove are included in the faith- or in:. the “be-
lieveth” in Jno 36, :

“For God 50 loved thg world that he gave hlS on]y
begotten Son, that whosoever beheveth in him should
not perish, but have everlastmg life.”
VIIIL. The Bible States That We Are Saved By Works
And Not By Faith Only Eh
“Ye see then that by works a man 1s Justlﬁed and not
by falth,only » ‘(Jas., 2»24)h. -
“man is justified by, works and; _not by faith only »
(Jas. 2:24) 7
IX. Jesus Says Tha.t I"a.:th Is A Work That God Gives
Us To Perform, ,
“Jesus answered and said unto them, Th.ls is-the work
of God, that ye. believe, on-hlm ‘whom he hath sent.”
(Jno 6: 29) . _ . 7

Prayer
K, Mathem

- A small word w1th a,.great meamng, prayer is, a word
which primarily means. to make arequest. In a sp1r1tua1 sense
prayer can be defined Jike this ; commumcatlon between God
and man, talking to God .God is our Heavenly Father and as
his children we can talk to him through prayer Thanksgwmg
and asking for our needs, we can say that prayer is the anchor
of our Christian, life. :
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Without prayer a person cannot be a successful Christian.
Prayer is needed every time you need something. - When you
need something you ask your parents or guardian; God is our
‘parent and guardian and we can go to him through the mediat-
jon of our:Lord Jesus Christ. A person who prays regularly
‘can have a different experience in- life. You can 'draw more
closer to God and Christ. : :

But sad to say even among some of the believers, there are
no prayers. They believe that we are to pray only on Sunday
morning or Wednesday night or whenever the church meets.
But this is not so. We should. pray'every day without ceasing
which means always wherever you may be. You may be in
school, in the office, in the home, or in the field, but you can
pray and you should pray.” Twenty-four hours of the day God
is ready to listen. We have many examples in the Old Testa-
ment to support this. -

Many people pray on]y when they have difficulties. But let
us make a habit of praying. Many Christian homes are divided
and quarellsome because they have no connection with God. I
can suggest that the morning time . is a very good time to pray.
Once a poet wrote like -this: ‘“While:the birds are singing
sweetly in the morning why man you are sleeping like a beast?”
When all the atmosphere is quiet, get up early and talk to God.
You should be an example to the whole family. 'Make a prac-

_tice of praying every.day. Make prayer a part of every day
life. Many preachers in the pulprt never pray to God with their
family. They may talk on Sunday mornmg about prayer but

» they should not preach what they are not agpjy_mg to their own
life.

Let us pray without ceasing, for the world, for souls with-
out Christ, for those who are in:troubles and have various
- problems, for the sick and poor. Let us offer our thanks
‘through prayers. 'When ever you are failing to pray you are
not thanking God for what he has done for you.

Jesus prayed on that night he was betrayed. May be it was
a starry, clear night. Why can’t you choose such opportumtres
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and talk to God? It is really a blessing to be able to do so.
Paul and Silas sang praises and.- prayed to God at midnight
when they were in prison. Why are you too lazy to get upin
the night and pray? - So every time of the day is suitable for us
to pray. Arise and make a change of your life. Let us pray.
A praying mind can do many things. Let us draw closer to
God through our prayers. - i

Prayer is the anchor of our Christian hfe A huge ship can
be controlled by a small/ anchor. Prayer may be a small thing
in our eyes, but it can control our Christian life. This world is

not a suitable place for the Christian, While living-in this
troublesome world the winds and waves of sin  are tossing all

about us- but ~prayer can control this and keep us safe for the
Lord. ‘

Why I Am A MembérOf The
- Church Of Chnst"

Nehemnah Gootam

There are hundreds of so called churches in the world today
and in order to find out the right or genuine church we must
begin a thorough search-in the Bible where God has revealed
the identification marks-of this genuine institution.

4 Before we begin our search for the genume church or “the
" ‘church of the B1b1e, we must find out the meaning for the term
“church”. Its Greek word gives the meaning ‘called out’.
Therefore the church is hot a four walled brick - building or a
material strncture of some sort but it is a called ‘out body of
“people, those who have been called out of the world in “the
~ kingdom of God’s dear Son (Colossians 1:13). It is the spmtual
- body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:27), made up of those who
- have obeyed Christ -(Hebrews 5:8,9) and are therefore saved by
--him--and added - to His church (Acts 2:47). It'is the spiritual
house composed of men and women (1 Peter 2:5). Therefore

the church consists of members-or followers of Christ. -

. The qhiiifchfof thé Bible came into _,éxiSt_ahce‘*‘ihn fulﬁilment
of the prophecies of the prophets. They prophecied that the
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church would be established in Jerusalem (Isaiah 2:2-3; Micah
4:1-2) and in the last days, the first Pentecost after Christ’s:
resurrection (Daniel 2:44). This prophecy took place exactly
the way they foretold. (Read Acts:2). Also the Bible church’
was built by the Son of God. He said,” “Upon ‘this rock I
will build my Church” (Matthew 16:18) which he did on the
first Pentecost: after his resurrection. Christ is not only the
builder but also is the foundation of the church that we are-
studying about. The apostle Paul said, ‘“For other fourdation
can no man lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ”
(1 Cor. 3:11). Any other foundation wéther it be Paul, Peter
or any person is the wrong foundation. In continuing our
study we learn again, Christ is the saviour of the church. Paul
said, He is the saviour of the body (Ephesians 5:23) but the
body and the church are the same (Eph. 1:22-23). Also we
learn, Christ shed his blood and purchased the church.. To the
elders of the church at Ephesus, Paul said, “Take heed.to
yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit hath
made you bishops to feed the church.of the Lord which He
purchased with His own blood” (Acts. 20:28). Also we find
Christ is the head of the church. The apostle says that God
has given ““Him to be the head over all things. to the church.
which is His body” (Eph. 1:22-23). Thus we see the divine
Sonship of Christ and the church are related with each other,
so the church of the Bible is divine in nature (2 Pet. 1:4).

But now we shall see about the membership of this. divine
institution. It’s terms of entrance are conditional. One should
obey to the gospel to be a member in the church. - Tne Gospel
is the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ (1 Cor.
15:1-4). It gives the commands and we are to obey them. . It’s
first command is that one must have faith. ‘“But without faith
it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must
believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that dili-
gently seek him” (Hebrews 11:6).. Second, one must repent of
his sins. “The times of ignorance therefore God overlooked;
but now he commanded men that they should all everywhere
repent” (Acts 17:30). Third, One must confess iChrist to be
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the Son of God.: Christ himself said “Whosoever therefore
shall confess me before men, him will I:confess before my
father which is in heaven’ (Mt. 10:32).: And fourth, one must
be baptised for the remission of His sins. “Then Peter said
unto them, Repent and be baptised every one of you in the
name -of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall
receive the gift of the: Holy Ghost” (Acts 2:38). Therefore when
one does these things, he is:born again through water and Spirit
(John'’3:5) in to.the kingdom of Gad which is the Lord’s-church
or the Bible-church. The Lord adds such people to His church
but there is no such a thing as joining in the church. .

"The do_ctrine of the church is based on the Bible only. Itis
accepted without addition; subtraction or-substitution (Revela-
thD 22:18-19, Galdtians:1:6-9). - Christ is it’s creed. His word
is law. His authonty is supreme.

The church is not a human organisation, even though we
can be members in it on earth.  We find it’s organization is
accordmg to God’s plan. - Christ is the' Head (Eph. 5 23) and
each congregation had ts own elders and deacons (1 Tim. 3).
There is 1o’ central head or head: quarters of the church and
no organization superior to the elders of each local congrega-
tion.” A plurality of eldefs or “presbyters are selected by the
local congregation” (Titus 1: 5) on the basis of quahﬁcatlons set
down in the scrnptures (1 Tnmothy 3:1-8).-

As we see all the churches around us no church has all the
identification marks that a Bible church should have such as we
have seen above. But only the “Church Of ‘Christ” has all
these marks of identification so it is only the church of the
Blble Even we can find its ndame in thé Bible, Paul said,

...Churches of Christ salute you” (Romans 16:16), whereas
the names of there churches we cannot find in the Bible. They

are denominational and man made institutions, therefore 1 am
a member of the CHURCH OF CHRIST.

T urge you also to become a member of the Church ‘of
Christ and thus be saved. The writer of the Hebrew letter says
this is the kingdom that cannot be shaken where we have
grace and may offer our service well* pleasmg to God with
reverance and awe. (Hebrews 12:28) :
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~ The New Testament Church

N, Victor

Prophesied by Isaiah - : (Isaiah 2:2-3).
Prophesied by Daniel (Daniel 2:44). .
Prophesied by Joel Con (Joel 2:28-32).
Preached by John the Baptist (Matthew 3:1-2). .
The Rock was CHRIST (1 Corinthians 10:4).
Foundation is CHRIST : (1 Corinthians 3:11).
Built by J ESUS (Matthew 16:18).
Church is the bride of CHRIST (Ephesians 5:25,31,

32; Revelation 21 9)
Bought by the blood of CHRIST (Acts 20:28).

The Church wore CHRIST'S NAME  -(Romans 16:16).
CHRIST is the Head of the Church (Ephesians 1:22,23;
ST : Colossians. 1:18).
Salvation is only in CHRIST . = (II Timothy 2:10;1
S John. 2:24,25; Acts

4:12).

CHRIST is the Saviour of the body
N the Church ~ (Eph 5:23).
Saved are added to the Church by JESUS (Acts 2:47).
CHRIST is the Author of the o o
- New Testament  (Hebrews 9:15-17; _
James 4:12),
CHRIST is the way, and the truth, and IR
the life  (John 14:6).
" CHRIST is the only mediator between : S
God and‘Men (I Timothy- 2:5). .

CHRIST is our Advocate _ (I John 2:1).
CHRIST will geturn for his Church - (Ephesians 5:27).
CHRIST Will be our future Judge. (Hebrews 10:30,31;
e : : : John 5:27).

There’are many denominational churches .in " the rehglous
World, ‘but none of the above cited Scriptures are true with

any denomination. A number of denominational Christians
claim themselves as Christian, but they are ignorant of the
Scriptures (Mark 12:24). Denominationalism is a Plant which
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hath not been planted by God, and every Plant which my
heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up (Matthew
15:13). For no other foundation can any one lay than that
which is laid, which is Jesus Christ (1 Coriathians 3:11). :

Dear Friend, if you want to be only.a Christian, then .comé:
out from the shackles of denominationalism and follow the
New Testament Pattern in order to'achieve your goal whlch 1s
heaven.’

The New Testament church was in the plan of God 'éz‘ﬂdj He
revealed it to us through the prophets, and the Prophecies were
ful'ﬁlled in the New Testament. The Lord’s church was estab-
hshed in A.D. 33 at Jerusalem (Acts 2).

Dear Reader, are you a member of the Lord’s Church?
Beciuse the Church of Christ is non-denommattonal and non-
sectarian, it is the body of Christ which is his only church
('Epthesxans 4:4; Colossians 1:18). :

-If you are not a member of the New Testament Church
then why not be a member of that church today itself by hear-
ing the word of God (Romans 10: 17), believing in Christ (Heb-
rews 11: 6), repenting of your sin (Luke 13:3) confessing the
Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God (Romans 10:9-10) and by
baptizing into Christ (Mark 16:16) ! Then you will be a Chris-
tian (Acts 11:26; 26:28; I Peter 4:16) and you will be added to
only his church by Christ and Christ only (Acts 2: 47)

Finally, you have to remain a faithfull and successful Chns-
tian till you meet your death in order to receive a. Crown of life.
(Mark: 13 13 Revelation 2:10). ' '
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church

A _ddirectory
Church of Christ Church of Christ
508/32 Balda Road A;I‘\;I;nnur Pg;z -
Lucknow (U.P.) empur-;
Church of Christ Nellore Dist, AP,
Box 6543 Church of Christ
Cumbala Hill 37 M.s.0. Colony
Bombay-26 Bansawadi Road
Church of Christ ' Bangalore-33 "
Pathanapuram P. O, Church of Christ
Quilon (DT.) 9, Erran St,
Kerala State ﬁl;‘sl?;al;(am
Church of Christ - i .
Churachandpur Church of Christ
Manipur 3}2: tlﬁ(::k Street
Church of Christ Madras-600085.
ONT Boad Church of Christ
Pozhal, Madras-600066 Tch ol Chris

. Nongrim Hills

Church of Christ Shillong

953 Kalasiguda, Bolarum

Secunderabad 500010, A.P.

Hyderabad

Church of Christ
- H. No. 1-9-312/5/2
.. Vidyanagar -

. Hyderabad 500044, A.P.
Church of Christ

88 Gadwal House
Nampally

Hyderabad 500001, A.P.
Church of Christ
Opp. District Courts
Kannavarithota
Guntur 4, A.P.

Church of Christ
Ketti, P.O. Nilgiris
Tamil Nadu '
Church of Christ
No. 50-753-177
Gooty Road
Kurnool-2 (A.P.)
Church of Christ
Pool Bagh Road -
Vizianagaram-2,
Church of Christ
Vattapadam
Palankara -P. O,
Nilambur

Kerala State

Church of Christ G. Kondur (P.O.)
Via Kondapalli Krishna District, A.P.

These are but a few

of the addresses of the churches of

Christ located in In

" information about
_Courses, and tracts,

worship services,
etc.

dia. Contact the one nearest you for

Bible Correspondence '
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