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Pleading for the restoration of pure New Testament Christianity

V o l . 5 N o . 9

Where Is The Power In Preaching?
(Mark 16 :15). PaulChrist said, “Go... and preach,

wrote, “preach the word...” (2 Timothy 4:2). We therefore
have our orders and we must comply with them. This is as
true today as it was in the first century.

Preaching is one of the major ways that the Lord has ordai¬
ned through which his message is to be conveyed to man.
Whether done in the pulpit, or in some other public manner,
the work is still preaching. This involves man personally,
speaking by word of mouth, in communicating the word of God
t o o n e o r m o r e .

There are some who think that preaching is losing its power.
For instance, they point to gospel meetings, which at one time
drew great crowds but now attract very little attention. Preach¬
ing on all other occasions likewise seems to be on the decline.
Does this mean that the time will come when preaching will no
longer be used? Not if Christianity is to survive.

Taking acloser look there are many number of reasons why
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preaching does not get the attention that it once did ;there is
the lack of time devoted to worship, lack of interest in spiritual
matters, but perhaps the basic problem is that too much empha¬
sis has been placed on the messenger instead of the message.

Behind the preaching is the preacher and he is the one that
has been schooled, polished, and catapulted to the pulpit. He
has been well dressed, taught how to properly pronounce every
word, has learned by experience how to time his remarks to a
bare minimum, and he prepares avariety of lessons so that they
will hold the interest of his audience. He must have apleasant
disposition, be friendly at all times with everyone, never be
negative, and always be entertaining. Paradoxically, all of
this effort to “sell” preaching is the very reason that many have
lost interest in preaching !

While the preacher is very important, and there are many
things that he can do to help get the message to his audience,
the fact remains that the real power in preaching is in the
message. Paul says that it pleases God by the foolishness of
preaching to save them that believe. (1 Corinthians 1:21).
Again, he says that the gospel is the power of God unto salva¬
tion to all them that believe. (Romans 1:16). Christ tells us
that the truth is what makes us free. (John 8:32). Peter
says that we are purified by obeying the truth. (I Peter 1:22).

Beautiful and flowery oratory are not enough. Sermons that
illustrate only the speaker’s education make the wrong kind of
impression. Preachers that say alot but never say anything
are wasting their time. Instead, the preaching that is needed,
that is powerful, and that will get results, is just good, simple,
scriptural preaching. Those truths may have been stated over
and over but the soul craves that food again and again. Noth¬
ing else can take its place. Nothing else can really satisfy.

Brethren, we would be alot better off if we would quit try¬
ing to update our preaching and decide that we are going to
speak the language of the people and preach the message that
man really needs. This doesn’t mean that we can’t study, learn,
and prepare ourselves, but our emphasis should be taken off
the preacher and put back on the message as God intended.
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Our sermons should be according to the scriptures, based on
the needs of the people, instead of trying to entertain them by
tickling their ears. Don’t worry, if we’ll preach the word we
will find that it still holds unlimited power.

" ^assoc ia te
^ ^ e d i t o r i a i

The Universal Problem Of Man
(No. 1)

EVER since they came out of the garden of Eden, human
beings have been faced with sorrows, difficulties, and problems.
Wherever human beings are found upon the earth, problems
and sorrows have co-existence with them. Through the centu¬
ries people have been trying to get release through various ways
and means from their problems and difficulties. But as much
as they are trying, their problems are exceedingly increasing. It
is ashocking state of affairs.

As we turn to the greatest book of the world, the Bible, in
its third chapter we read that the first man and the first woman,
whom God had made and blessed to multiply upon the earth,
rebelled against God by doing the thing that God had forbidden
them to do. God who had made human beings for His glory
was greatly displeased with the rebelling attitude of these
human beings and before He cast them out from His presence,
the record says, “Unto the woman he said, Iwill greatly multi¬
ply thy sorrow and thy conception ;in sorrow thou shalt bring
forth children ;and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he
shall rule over thee. And unto Adam he said, Because thou
hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of
the tree, of which Icommanded thee, saying. Thou shalt not
eat of it; cursed is the ground for thy sake ;in sorrow shalt
thou eat of it all the days of thy life ;Thorns also and thistles
shall it bring forth to thee :and thou shalt eat the herb of the
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field; In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou
return unto the ground ;for out of it wast thou taken :for dust
thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.”

Thus, all human problems started with “sin'\ The word
sin is avery small word to speak or to write but, in fact, in
nature it is far more destructive than all the atoms and missiles
found in the world. Sin has always been very popular among
human beings and more attractive than God. Most of the
human power and energy is spent on practicing or promoting
sin. Nearly fifty-five per cent of all of the wealth in the world.
in one way or another, is being spent on such things which lead
to s in . Alarger amount of precious time, which may be used
for the betterment of nations and societies, is either spent on
producing such things which promote sin, or on practicing sin.
Sin is not alocal problem which could be explained in terms of
environment of social conditions. But sin is man’s universal
problem. It exists in every home, in every society, and in all
countries of the world. It is auniversal problem of every human
being.

It is believed that around ninety per cent of the people of
the world, directly or indirectly, realize the problem of sin and
regardless of the fact of the increasing numbers of sins daily
committed in the world today, people are somehow conscious
of its dangerous and destructive effect on human beings. And
so, many people according to their knowledge and belief,
though sincere, have devised several different ways and means,
such as imaginary gods and godesses, religions, idols, so-called
gurus, yoga, and several others, through which to try to find a
remedy for the problem of sin.

Different terms are used to emphasize the meaning of sin,
such as iniquity, that is, deviation or turning aside from the
right path. Another term is transgression, meaning to go
across ;to go beyond the bound. Sin is also explained in the
terms of missing the mark or violation of God’s command¬
ments. Sin can be committed in different ways. First, it may
be committed by direct violation of God’s command. This is
the very type of sin which brought condemnation and death,
i.e., separation from God, to the first human being in the
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garden of Eden. And again, this was the very sin which led
the Israelites, after they had come out of Egypt, to wander in
the wilderness for anumber of years, before entering into the
promised land of Canaan And not only that but they, inclu¬
ding their leader Moses, had to suffer several other c o n s e q u e n ¬
ces too because of i t .

Although ail sins primarily are committed against God,
however, sin may also be committed against our fellowmen and
against our own bodies, of which the Bible speaks is the temple
of God (It is the temple of God in the sense that man origi¬
nally was made by God after His likeness and in His image; a
spiritual being, in whom God’s Spirit can dwell). The type
of sin that we are now considering includes all the works of the
flesh, such as adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness,
idolatry, witchcraft, hatred or enmities, variance or strife,
emulations, wrath, seditions, heresies, envyings, murders,
drunkenness, revellings, etc. such sins, however, are not always
committed by outwardly performing the very act of doing, but
as the greatest teacher, Jesus Christ taught, “Whosoever looketh
on awoman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her
in his heart.” (Matthew 5:28) Therefore, this great principle
may be applied to any kind of sinful act such as mentioned
above and thus the very thought which may lead one to commit
an act of sin will be enough to condemn one.
fruit without the seed. Therefore, before asin is committed
its seed first fell into one’s heart and when it is grown then the

For there is no

fruit of sin follows. Thus, sin is not always actually committed
by actions, but it may be committed in one’s heart. Just as
the character of the fruit depends on the character of the tree,
so likewise one’s actions are determined by one’s heart because
it is out of the abundance of the heart that the mouth speaks.
(Matthew 12:34). Just like in some particular physical
diseases certain spots or marks appear on the body as symp¬
toms of that particular disease, so are sins the symptoms of a
spiritual disease in every human being, which infects directly
the hearts of people. Emphasising the fact, Jesus made it
more clear and plain when he said, “For from within, out of
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the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications,
murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness,
an evil eye, blasphemy or railing, pride, foolishness. All these
evil things come from within, and defile the man.” (Matthew
7 : 2 1 - 2 3 ) .

The Wedding Garment
Ja i Kumar Goo tam

“And again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying. The
kingdom of heaven may be compared to aking who gave a
marriage feast for his son, and sent his servants to call those
who were invited to the marriage feast ;but they would not
come, again he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who
are invited, Behold, Ihave made ready my dinner, my oxen and
fat calves are killed, and every thing, is ready; come to the
marriage feast.’ But they made light of it and went off, one
to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seizeS his
servants, treated them shamefully, and killed them. The king

angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers
and burned their city. Then he said to his servants, ‘The wed¬
ding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go there¬
fore to the thorough-fares, and invite to the marriage feast as
many as you find. And those servants went out into the
streets and gathered all whom they found, both bad and good ;
so the wedding hall was filled with guests.

But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw
there aman who had no wedding garment; and he said to him,
‘Friend, how did you get in here without awedding garment?’
And he was speechless. Then the king said to his attendants,
‘Bind his hand and foot, and cast him into the outer dark¬
ness ;there men will weep and gnash their teeth.’ For many
are called, but few chosen.” (Matthew 22 :1-14 RSV).

In the above parable Jesus was teaching about the kingdom
of God. Yes, God sent his Son. “He came to his own home,
and his own people received him not. But to all who received
him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become

w a s

9 9

t i
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children of God.” (John 1:11,12 RSV). Many times people
mistaken when they read this passage and think that one

has to believe on Jesus and that is all they have to do to enter
mto the kingdom of heaven. Of course it is necessary that we
“believe” but we must also do the works of faith.

a r e

The invitation was rejected by the Jews and it was then
opened to the Genti les. But as many as that heard the invita¬
tion and went in to take part in the feast had to put onthe
wedding garment. Some times it looks ridiculous to demand
wedding garments to be put on by the people who were called
in the last minute out of the roads. Ithink however we must
realize that the king has aright to make certain demands of
the invitee if he expects to attend and participate. That is why
all except one man had put on the garments and the one who
had not was cast out. Yes, God has also given us garments to

p u t o n .

He promised in Zechariah 3;4: Ihave caused thine
iniquity to pass from thee, and 1will clothe thee with change
of raiment.” He expects that we should remove the beggarly
clothes of sin and evil and put on the new garment. That gar¬
ment i s Ch r i s t .
Christ have put on Christ.

As many of you as have been baptized into
(Galatians 3:27). So one can

put on Christ, the wedding garment, only in baptism.

< (

Any one who has not yet been clothed with this garment
(not yet baptized), he needs to hurry before the king
inspect the invitees. One cannot expect to take part in the
wedding feast without the garment prescribed. In other words,

cannot enter into the kingdom of heaven without putting
on Christ in obedience to his will in baptism and thereby wash¬
ing away our sins. Then we need not be ashamed on the day
of judgment. Isaiah said in chapter 61 and verse 10 :“I will
greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God ;
for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath
covered me with the robes of righteousness.” This joy will be
ours if we submit ourselves to the will of God in baptism and
put on Christ.

c o m e s t o

w e
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» 9God's Formula For successa

M a r k N u n l e y

In Josh. 1:1-9 we find the Israelites just about ready to
cross the Jordan river to enter into Canaan to conquer it. And
the Lord God gave Joshua and Israel aplan or formula that

would have to follow if they were to be successful in theirthey
lives, “Only be strong and very courageous, to observe and to
do according to all the law, which Moses My servant comman¬
ded thee ;turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that
thou mayest have good success whithersoever thou goest. This
book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth ;but thou
shalt meditate therein day and night ;that thou mayest observe

do according to all that is written therein :for then thou
shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good
t o

success.”

Iwould suggest to you that we can have supcess in our lives
today it we will follow the same formula for success in our
lives that God gave to Joshua and Israel.

T H I S B O O K O F T H E L AW S H A L L N O T D E PA R T O U T
OF THY MOUTH. The law of God, the Bible, is to be the
very centre of our life. It is to be that which guides and directs
our footseps, and as aresult it should be something that we
talk about. But before we can make the Bible the central part
of our life that it should be, and we can speak about it, we
must of necessity study it diligently to know what the Bible

God said in Matt. 17 :5, “This is My beloved Son, in
Notice the prophecy

that is referred to in Acts 2:22-23 as the apostle Peter ins¬
tructs his listeners that they must now listen to Jesus and not
to Moses, “Moses indeed said, Aprophet shall the Lord God
raise up unto you from among your brethren, like unto me ,to
Him shall ye hearken in all things whatsoever He shall speak
unto you. And it shall be, that every soul that shall not hear¬
ken to that prophet shall be utterly destroyed from among the
people.”

says.
Whom Iam well pleased, Hear ye him.

9 5
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B U T T H O U S H A L T M E D I T A T E T H E R E I N D A Y A N D

NIGHT. One of the best ways to keep the Word of God from
departing from our heart and mouth is to meditate upon the
Word of God. Before we can keep the commandments of God,
keep the law in our heart, and speak it faithfully as we would
teach others, we must do some deep and serious thinking and
dwelling upon God’s Word. The Bible says in prov. 23 :7

For as he thinketh within himself, so is he.” We become what
o u r h e a r t i s fi l l e d w i t h . I f w e a r e fi l l e d w i t h d e c e i t a n d f a l s e ¬

hood and wickedness in our heart, then these traits will be
exhibited in our l ives. If we are filled with the Word of God

which we constantly think and dwell upon, then our lives will
exhibit righteousness and godliness. Psa. 1:2gives adescri¬
ption that must fit our life, “But his delight is in the law of
Jehovah :and on His law doth he meditate day and night.
What better thoughts or principles could fill our mind than the
teachings of the Lord ?Certainly this is necessary if we are to
enjoy very much success in life that is worthwhile and lasting.

T H AT T H O U M AY E S T O B S E R V E T O D O A C C O R D I N G
T O A L L T H AT I S W R I T T E N T H E R E I N . W e l e a r n t h e w i l l

of God by hearing it preached and by reading the Bible for
ourself. Then, we plant that Word deeply in our hearts and
come to deeper insight and understanding by meditating upon
the Word o f God . And when we lea rn and med i ta te upon

God’s law, it leads us to obey Him. And God’s purpose for
man down through time is that we obey Him. Eccl. 12:13
says, “This is the end of the matter, all hath been heard :Fear
God, and keep His commandments, for this is the whole duty
of man.” ICor. 4:6says, “That in us ye might learn not to
go beyond the things which are written.” II John 9-11 says.

Whosoever goeth onward and abideth not in the teaching of
Christ, hath not God :he that abideth in the teaching, the
same hath both the Father and the son. If any cometh unto
you, and bring not this teaching, receive him not into your
house, and give him no greeting ;for he that glveth him gree¬
ting partaketh of his evil works.”

You cannot possibly find the richness and fullness and hap¬
piness and svNccess in life that God intended if you do not

6 t

> >
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follow these 3steps or principles in life. We must know God’s
Word, and the person that knows it must speak it faithfully
to others. We must meditate upon God’s Word. And we
must faithfully obey the Word of God. Are you willing to do
that today ?“And now why tarriest thou? Arise, and be
baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the
Lord.” (Acts 22 :16).

The Love of the World
Dick Cupp \

We all know and love the beautiful verse, “God so loved
the world that he gave his only begotten Son...”^ (John 3:16).
Butin IJohn 2:15-17, the apostle clearly and emphatically
says “Love not the world, neither the' things that are in the
world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is
n o t i n h i m . . . ” I s t h i s a c o n t r a d i c t i o n ?

The kind of love God had for the “world” was alove for

the people of the world, whom He created in His own image.
His love was and is alove of compassion and mercy. But the
word John uses for “world” is kosmos, whis means “a sphere
of being,” or “an order of things.” What John forbids us to
love is aworldly order of things that entails evil desire; agready
reaching forth for things of the world that are contrary to God
and not good for us. John is so emphatic as to say that if
anyone loves the world in this sense, the love of God is not
i n h i m !

This same principle is taught many times in the New
Testament: it is impossible to wholly love God and the world
at the same time. Jesus said “No man can serve two masters;
for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he
will hold to one and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God
and mammon.” (Matthew 6:24). James declares “Ye adulterers
and adulteresses, know ye not that friendship of the world is
enmity with God? Whosoever therefore would be afriend of
the world raaketh himself an enemy of God.” (James 4:4). And
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the apostle Paul Tells us exactly what this kind of “love of the
world” involves in 2Corinthians 6:17-18, when he says
ye out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord,
and touch not the unclean thing...” We are to be aseparate,
different kind of people; in the world, but not of the world
(see Romans 12:2).

John places “things of the world” in three categories: (1)
the lust of the flesh, (2) the lust of the eye, and (3) the pride
o f l i f e .

C o m e

The “flesh” he refers to is not the skin and muscle of the
body, but the evil appetites that we might have. Paul talks
about the “works of the flesh” in Galatians 5.T9-21, and lists
them as adultery, idolatry, hatred, murder, drunkenness, etc.
The “lust of the flesh,’’.then, is carnal desire; awillingness to
defy God’s will to satisfy your own appetites (Satan tried to
tempt Jesus into turning stones into bread when Jesus was
starving for food in the wilderness).

The “lust of the eye involves evil desires brought
through the appeal of objects of sight. Satan, in his tempting
of the Lord, took him to ahigh mountain and showed him all

o n

the kingdoms of the world. Jesus could see them in all their
splendor and power and glory and wealth. Then Satan told
Jesus he could have everything he saw...if he would just bow
down and worship him.

The “pride of life” is vanity; pride; acoveting of worldly
honour. Satan, in tempting the Lord, took him to the top of
the temple and said “Throw yourself off; if you’re the son of
God, and angels will come and minister to you.
tempting Jesus to have enough vain pride to prove himself.

All three of these qualities are seen in the tempting of Eve,
in Genesis 3:6; “And when the woman saw that the tree was
good for food (the lust of the flesh), and that it was adelight
to the eye (the lust of the eye,) and that the tree was desired
to make one wise (the pride of life), she took of the fruit
thereof, and did eat; and she gave also unto her husband with
her, and he did eat.

John is telling Christians to beware of these very same

s >
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general temptations, which are involved in loving the world
and the things that are of the world. He then ends his exhor¬
tation with avery logical reason for loving God and the things
of God more than the world and the things of the world. “And
the world passeth away, and the lust thereof, but he that doeth
the will of God abideth for ever.

> >

Peter taught the same thing in 2Peter 3:10: “But the day of
the Lord will come as athief in the night: in the which the
heaven shall pass away with agreat noise, and the elements
shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that

Peter then went on to sayare the re in sha l l be bu rned up .
that we ought to, therefore, be followers of God and godly

Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved.( <

l i v ing :
what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation
and godliness ?”

And that’s exactly the point John is making. The world
and everything in it is temporary; someday it will all disappear.
But your godliness is enduring. Therefore, don’t love the world
or the things of the world, but love God instead...and abide in
His wilt (1 John 5:3).

Don’t put your trust in the world. Some day it will be
burned to nothing. Don’t put your trust in the things of the
world. They are temporary, and they cannot bring salvation

life after death! Put your trust in eternal God, and in His
word...that will never pass away!
o r

Ecumenical Unity
John Waddey

Will the Ecumenical Movement succeed? Will there be a
real unity among believers?

These efforts for unity will fail because they are based on
How can we reconcile our creeds

Ihave yet to see asearch for GOD’S
human wisdom. Men ask
and t radi t ions?
THINKING on how we can at tain uni ty.

( (

9 9

Present trends give Protestants the chance to become
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Catholics. What Protestants would think of such? Shall the
Baptists give up their name and creed and accept that of the
Lutheran? No! It just won’t work!

A S O L U T I O N T H AT W I L L W O R K :
Since the Creeds, Names, Traditions and man-made
forms of Government stand as obstacles to unity; let
them all be cast aside. Then let us build on the firm
foundation of God’s eternal truth.

2. Let us call ourselves Christians, Acts 11:26. Is there a
better name? Everyone can accept this. Let us call our
congregations the Churches of God, ICor. LT-3,
Churches of Christ, Rom. 16:16. These names will
o l f e n d n o o n e .

1 .

o r

3. For our Creed, let us take the Bible ONLY,
man, “speak as the oracles of God.

Let each
IPet. 4.T1. Let

us not go beyond what is written. ICor. 4:6. Let
hold to the faith that was once for all delivered
saints, Jude 3.

u s

t o t h e

The Scripture will make us complete,
furnished completely unto every good work, II Tim.
3 . T 6 - 1 7 . Can we improve on this?

4. God’s plan of Church government is more workable
than man’s. Christ is the only head, Eph. 1:22. :
New Testament is the only rule of authority. Math
28:18, John 12:48. There will be

H i s

no earthly head¬
quarters, for each congregation will be responsible only
to Jesus the head. In each local group elders would
have the oversight, Acts 20:17, 26:31.

5. Traditions should gladly be laid aside,
is only that of fallible Their authority

men. They cannot be pleasing
to God. These traditions have made void the
ments of God, Matt. 15:9.

c o m m a u d -

6. The Bible presents adivine prescription for worship:
Prayers, IThess. 5:17. Bible study and preaching,
Acts 20:7, singing, Eph. 5: 19, and giving, ICor. 16:2.’
The Lord’s supper was observed weekly as acommemo¬
ration of Christ’s death. Acts 20:7, Matt. 26:26. About
these things there should be no controversy.
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7. Terms of membership will pose no problem. People
believed the gospel, repented and were baptized for
remission of sins. The Lord added them to the church,
Acts 2:36-38, 47. The form of baptism would be sim¬
ple: Bible examples were “buried with Christ in
baptism”. Rom. 6:4.

Nothing would be made atest of fellowship save faith and
willingness to obey the Lord’s plain commands.

This is God’s basis for aREAL AND TRUE UNITY in
Christ of All believers. Are you willing to follow God’s plan ?

a

F a i t h
By Clovis Caudle

I . W h a t I s F a i t h ?
Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the

evidence of things not seen.” (Fleb. 11:1)
I I . F a i t h I s N e c e s s a r y .

1. Faith Is necessary To Please God.
But without faith it is impossible to please him; for

he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and
that he is arewarder of them that diligently seek him.”
(Heb. 11:6)

2. We Are Condemned Without Faith.
“... but he that believeth not shall be damned.” (Mk.
16:16)

3. We Will Die In Our Sins Without Faith.
...for if ye believe not that Iam he, ye shall die in

your sins.” (Jno. 8:24)
4. Everlasting Life Depends On The Right Kind of

F a i t h .

... that whosoever believeth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life.” (Jno. 3:16)

I I I . I n O r d e r To H a v e F a i t h I t M u s t G o m e I n S o m e
M a n n e r .

a

6 i
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The Bible Teaches That Faith Comes By Hear¬
ing The Word Of God.
“So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the
word of God-” (Rom. 10:17)

The faith of the people on the day of Pentecost in Acts
2came by hearing the preaching of the Apostles. “Now
when they heard this, they were pricked in their hearts,
and said unto Peter and the rest of the Apostles, Men
and brethren, what shall we do?” (Acts 2:37)
But these are written that ye might believe that Jesus

is the Christ the Son of God; and that believing ye
might have life through his name.” (Jno. 20:31)

IV. Since Faith Is Necessary To Please God, The Bible
Teaches That We Are Saved By Faith.

For ye are all the children of God by Faith in Christ
Jesus.” (Gal. 3:26)
Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with

God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Rom. 5:1)
For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not

of yourselves: it is the gift of God.” (Eph. 2:8)
That faith is necessary to salvation is absolute.

V. How Does Faith Save?
1. Faith Saves When It Is Active and Obedient.

Not everyone that saith unto me Lord, Lord, shall
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth
the will of my Father which is in heaven.” (Matt. 7:21)
“Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the
truth through the Spirit of unfeigned love of the breth¬
ren...” (1 Pet. 1:22)

2. .John 3:16 and similar passages are inclusive in scope;
they include all things through faith that are required
of the Lord to be saved, not only from past sins but to
be saved eternally. (2 Pet. 1:9)

The Following Are Some Of The Actions Of Faith,
Or “Fa i th Work ing. ”

1. Repentance is faith willing. (Matt. 21:28-32)

6 i
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2. Confession is faith speaking. (Rom. 10:10)
3. Baptism is faith in action. (Col. 2:12)
4. Prayer is faith communing. (Matt. 21:22)
5. Work is faith being made perfect. (Jas. 2:22)
6. Influence is faith shining. (Rom. 14:20-22)
7. Hope is faith assuring. (Heb. 11:1)
8. Singing is faith praising. (Heb. 13:15)
9. The Lord’s Supper is faith remembering. (1 Cor,

11:24,25)

10. Eternal life is faith realized. (Jno. 3:15,16)
Faith Is Comprehensive And. Inclusive.
All the above are included in the faith or in the “be-
lieveth” in Jno. 3:16.

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life.

VIII. The Bible States That We Are Saved By Works
And Not By Faith Only.

Ye see then that by works aman is justified and not
by faith only.” (Jas. 2:24)

man is justified by works and not by faith only.”
(Jas. 2:24)

IX. Jesus Says That Faith Is AWork That God Gives
U s T o P e r f o r m .

Jesus answered and said unto them. This is the work
of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent.
(Jno. 6:29)

V I I .

i i

< C

? ?

Prayer
K . M a t h e w

Asmall word with agreat meaning, prayer is aword
which primarily means to make arequest. In aspiritual sense
prayer can be defined like this ;communication between God
and man, talking to God. God is our Heavenly Father and as
his children we can talk to him through prayer. Thanksgiving '
and asking for our needs, we can say that prayer is the anchor
of our Christian life.
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Without prayer aperson cannot be asuccessful Christian.
Prayer is needed every time you need something. When you
need something you ask your parents or guardian; God is our
parent and guardian and we can go to him through the mediat¬
ion of our Lord Jesus Christ. Aperson who prays regularly
can have adifferent experience in life. You can draw more
closer to God and Christ.

But sad to say even among some of the believers, there are
no prayers. They believe that we are to pray only on Sunday
morning or Wednesday night or whenever the church meets.
But this is not so. We should pray every day without ceasing
which means always wherever you may be. You may be in
school, in the office, in the home, or in the field, but you can
pray and you should pray. Twenty-four hours of the day God
is ready to listen. We have many examples in the Old Testa¬
ment to support this.

Many people pray only when they have difficulties. But let
us make ahabit of praying. Many Christian homes are divided
and quarellsome because they have no connection with God. I
can suggest that the morning time is avery good time to pray.
Once apoet wrote like this :“While the birds are singing
sweetly in the morning why man you are sleeping like abeast?
When all the atmosphere is quiet, get up early and talk to God.
You should be an example to the whole family. Make aprac¬
tice of praying every day. Make prayer apart of every day
life. Many preachers in the pulpit never pray to God with their
family. They may talk on Sunday morning about prayer but
they should not preach what they are not applying to their own
l i f e .

5 J

Let us pray without ceasing, for the world, for souls with¬
out Christ, for those who are in troubles and have various
problems, for the sick and poor. Let us offer our thanks
through prayers. When ever you are failing to pray you are
not thanking God for what he has done for you.

Jesus prayed on that night he was betrayed. May be it was
astarry, clear night. Why can’t you choose such opportunities
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and talk to God? It is really ablessing to be able to do so.
Paul and Silas sang praises and prayed to God at midnight
when they were in prison. Why are you too lazy to get up in
the night and pray? So every time of the day is suitable for us
to pray. Arise and make achange of your life. Let us pray.
Apraying mind can do many things. Let us draw closer to
God through our prayers.

Prayer is the anchor of our Christian life. Ahuge ship can
be controlled by asmall anchor. Prayer may be asmall thing
in our eyes, but it can control our Christian life. This world is

.not asuitable place for the Christian. While living in this
troublesome world the winds and waves of sin are tossing all
about us but prayer can control this and keep us safe for the
L o r d .

Why IAm AMember Of The
Church Of Chr is t?

N e h e m i a h G o o t a m

There are hundreds of so called churches in the world today
and in order to find out the right or genuine church we must
begin athorough search in the Bible where God has revealed
the identification marks of this genuine institution.

Before we begin our search for the genuine church or the
church of the Bible, we must find out the meaning for the term

church”. Its Greek word gives the meaning ‘called out’.
Therefore the church is not afour walled brick building or a
material structure of some sort but it is acalled out body of
people, those who have been called out of the world in the
kingdom of God’s dear Son (Colossians 1:13). It is the spiritual
body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:27), made up of those who
have obeyed Christ (Hebrews 5:8,9) and are therefore saved by
him and added to His church (Acts 2:47). It is the spiritual
house composed of men and women (1 Peter 2:5). Therefore
the church consists of members or followers of Christ.

< (

The church of the Bible came into existance in fulfillment

of the prophecies of the prophets. They prophecied that the
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church would be established in Jerusalem (Isaiah 2:2-3; Micah
4:1-2) and in the last days, the first Pentecost after Christ’s
resurrection (Daniel 2:44). This prophecy took place exactly
the way they foretold. (Read Acts 2). Also the Bible church
was built by the Son of God. He said, “Upon this rock I
will build my Church” (Matthew 16:18) which he did on the
first Pentecost after his resurrection. Christ is not only the
builder but also is the foundation of the church that we are
studying about. The apostle Paul said, “For other foundation
can no man lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ
(1 Cor. 3:11). Any other foundation wether it be Paul, Peter
or any person is the wrong foundation. In continuing our
study we learn again, Christ is the saviour of the church. Paul
said. He is the saviour of the body (Ephesians 5:23) but the
body and the church are the same (Eph. 1:22-23). Also we
learn, Christ shed his blood and purchased the church. To the
elders of the church at Ephesus, Paul said, “Take heed to
yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit hath
made you bishops to feed the church of the Lord which He
purchased with His own blood” (Acts 20:28). Also we find
Christ is the head of the church. The apostle says that God
has given “Him to be the head over all things to the church,
which is His body” (Eph. 1:22-23). Thus we see the divine
Sonship of Christ and the church are related with each other,
so the church of the Bible is divine in nature (2 Pet. 1:4).

* 9

But now we shall see about the membership of this divine
institution. It ’s terms of entrance are conditional. One should

obey to the gospel to be amember in the church. Tne Gospel
is the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ (1 Cor.
15:1-4). It gives the commands and we are to obey them. It’s
first command is that one must have faith. “But without faith
it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must
believe that he is, and that he is arewarder of them that dili¬
gently seek him” (Hebrews 11:6).
his sins.

Second, one must repent of
The times of ignorance therefore God overlooked;

but now he commanded men that they should all everywhere
repent” (Acts 17:30). Third, One must confess Christ to be
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the Son o f God. Chr is t h imse l f sa id “Whosoever there fo re
shall confess me before men, him will Iconfess before my
father which is in heaven” (Mt. 10:32). And fourth, one must
be baptised for the remission of His sins. “Then Peter said
unto them. Repent and be baptised every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost” (Acts 2:38). Therefore when
one does these things, he is born again through water and Spirit
(John 3:5) in to the kingdom of God which is the Lord’s church
or the Bible church. The Lord adds such people to His church
but there is no such athing as joining in the church.

The doctrine of the church is based on the Bible only. It is
accepted without addition, subtraction or substitution (Revela¬
tion 22:18-19, Galatians 1:6-9). Christ is it’s creed. His word
is law. His authority is supreme.

The church is not ahuman organisation, even though we
can be members in it on earth. We find it’s organization is
according to God’s plan. Christ is the Head (Eph. 5:23) and
each congregation had its own elders and deacons (1 Tim. 3).
There is no central head or head quarters of the church and
no organization superior to the elders of each local congrega¬
tion. Aplurality of elders or presbyters are selected by the
local congregation (Titus 1:5) on the basis of qualifications set
down in the scriptures (1 Timothy 3:1-8).

As we see all the churches around us no church has all the
identification marks that aBible church should have such as we

have seen above. But only the “Church Of Christ” has all
these marks of identification so it is only the church of the
Bible. Even we can find its name in the Bible, Paul said,

...Churches of Christ salute you” (Romans 16:16), whereas
the names of there churches we cannot find in the Bible. They
are denominational and man made insti tut ions, therefore Iam
a m e m b e r o f t h e C H U R C H O F C H R I S T .

Iurge you also to become amember of the Church of
Christ and thus be saved. The writer of the Hebrew letter says
this is the kingdom that cannot be shaken where we have
grace and may offer our service well pleasing to God with
reverance and awe. (Hebrews 12:28)

t e
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%Fqqq ir, qrqq srqqT'q ^ q f
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qfft qq qcq qrqt q?r, qr| %qqt ft qr qft, -qrq q?^r i”
(qqtq^qq? i qfi q^^qqT %qfq qq %qfqqrq qq%
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^“qrqqrr qqr Fqqrq |qFq F^?? qqqr q?q qqf %qtq
IFq? qt^ qqt| q?r Fqqr fqrTr q^qr^qr |qt qq% qq qt^ qqtf %
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%qq^l qqqr %qq qq qqG?r %^q ^|t |iqFqq qr?qq
q̂ftr q̂ i qt qqt̂ qt %qq % q̂ Jf ̂ q qF q̂qtq ̂ qqa: Fqqr

qqr IFq qq |tt qqiqq q^ qqirFqqrft |qqr q«^ qq qqqr
q?q Fqqt qqsq Fq i-grr ^q§t qq^^q^ qt ?^r ^fqr 11

qr̂ qq t, qqir̂ qq, qtq qqt̂  qqr qFqqr̂ qr qt qtf qt qqq q t̂
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The New Tes tament Church
N . V i c t o r

(Isaiah 2:2-3).
(Daniel 2:44).
(Joel 2:28-32).

(Matthew 3:1-2).
(1 Corinthians 10:4).
(1 Corinthians 3:11).
(Matthew 16:18).
(Ephesians 5:25,31,
32; Revelation 21:9)
(Acts 20:28).
(Romans 16:16).
(Ephesians 1:22,23;
Colossians. 1:18).
(II Timothy 2:10; I
John 2:24,25; Acts
4:12).

Prophesied by Isaiah
Prophesied by Daniel
Prophesied by Joel
Preached by John the Baptist
The Rock was CHRIST
Foundat ion is CHRIST
Built by JESUS
Church is the bride of CHRIST

Bought by the blood of CHRIST
The Church wore CHRIST 'S NAME
CHRIST is the Head of the Church

Salvation is only in CHRIST

CHRIST is the Saviour of the body
t h e C h u r c h

Saved are added to the Church by JESUS (Acts 2:47).
CHRIST is the Author of the

(Eph 5:23).

(Hebrews 9:15-17;
James 4:12).

N e w Te s t a m e n t

CHRIST is the way, and the truth, and
t h e l i f e

CHRIST is the only mediator between
G o d a n d M e n

(John 14:6).

(I Timothy 2:5).
(I John 2:1).
(Ephesians 5:27).
(Hebrews 10:30,31;
John 5:27).

There are many denominational churches in the religious
World, but none of the above cited Scriptures are true with
any denomination. Anumber of denominational Christians
claim themselves as Christian, but they are ignorant of the
Scriptures (Mark 12:24). Denominationalism is aPlant which

C H R I S T i s o u r A d v o c a t e

C H R I S T w i l l r e t u r n f o r h i s C h u r c h

CHRIST Will be our future Judge
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hath not been planted by God, and every Plant which my
heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted up (Matthew
15:13). For no other foundation can any one lay than that
which is laid, which is Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 3:11).

Dear Friend, if you want to be only aChristian, then come
out from the shackles of denominationalism and follow the
New Testament Pattern in order to achieve your goal which is
h e a v e n .

The New Testament church was in the plan of God and He
revealed it to us through the prophets, and the Prophecies were
fulfilled in the New Testament. The Lord’s church was estab¬
lished in A.D. 33 at Jerusalem (Acts 2).

Dear Reader, are you amember of the Lord’s Church?
Because the Church of Christ is non-denominational and non¬
sectarian, it is the body of Christ which is his only church
(Epthesians 4:4; Colossians 1:18).

If you are not amember of the New Testament Church,
then why not be amember of that church today itself by hear¬
ing the word of God (Romans 10:17), believing in Christ (Heb¬
rews 11:6), repenting of your sin (Luke 13:3) confessing the
Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God (Romans 10:9-10) and by
baptizing into Christ (Mark 16:16) !Then you will be aChris¬
tian (Acts 11:26; 26:28; IPeter 4:16) and you will be added to
only his church by Christ and Christ only (Acts 2:47).

Finally, you have to remain afaithfull and successful Chris¬
tian till you meet your death in order to receive aCrown of life
(Mark 13:13; Revelation 2:10).

fiTT %JTFd ftr, ^fl 'TTSSftTWT %tr^ || %

3TT IdrFdt tdd d l
5iTddr ^ d T d d d T t T I
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^q^TT q^T I, qqr snqJr ?rqqt ?ri^qT qrt q^Jr^^T %qri% %
r^riT f^=qR fqrqr ? q q r q ; % q q q f J f q i q |
fqr ^q srqqt qr^qr %fqqq ^qt sqrq q^f iqr^qq qft
?qE?qr ̂ q f̂qt |“qfq qgî q qiJ: qqq q:> qi'̂ q q;J: qtq; qq% qM
q^ |Tfq qsTtT qr qJr qqr qnq frqr ?(qq;^q =;:^^) r’ qr| ̂ q
^q qqiT Jf fqfq% |t q# |> iqqrq; %qnr qrqt q?qtr |qr^
qiq Ifqrqqr ̂ qqf fqr̂  qrq |> iqq^q qfq ̂ q qqqt qicqr
%fqqq Jf qqqrq |qt ^rq q|f |1

qfqq qriqq %q^qrq; qq qtq r^qr Fqq T^x qrqq qn^qr i
qj>f ̂ q̂  q̂ T qrqqr fqr q̂  qrq qrî qr iqq;?q q̂  qn̂ qr qqqq i
qrqq q^ qq ?5.\s«. ̂ qr qrq ;qqr qrq qq^ fqq^ %
^qq; qqrq;' ffit ?qrq qfqqrqq; q>q |q> qq zftq ̂ fqq^ qrt
qqrq q^lf I11 qq% qq qq; qt sqrq qtf qt q| qq^

“f qq qf^qq qr^fT qrqt q>T q>q: qqt
tqr| fqqrq fqT i” q> q>q qq^'t

{Iqq q'^q qr Jr^qq qq^

q f q r
qk>, Jr^ qiq qrq> ;
qff qq^ %qqqr qqq sqq ^qqt
trq qiq q> fqjq̂  fiT q̂ qr |“qtq, cirrFTr qfqr qtqq'V qqq |i
qrqr, qqq qqr qt cqrft, qrqq fq^ qff qrqr iqg qrq fqqfq q^q
IIqt qqq qtq qqr q^ qqt qt qrqq q^ ^X q|t qr^qr I

Fqq Fqqt, qqq q|q qq |q^?q qq;q qtqq FqF^qq IIqrq
?q qq-qq ql qq-qrqqrqf %qrq \ir qq̂  qrsqf ̂ q̂  qrq̂IFq qFq qrqq q^ qq qq qtq q> qqqr g^qr̂ qq? ̂ qtqrr q^
Fqqr Iqt qrq ^?q qrq qr Fq^qq q'iFqq iq^q %q^eq qr
qqq;^ |q qtq ft qr?r qqq ^snt iqFq qrq qq qtq q> qqqr
q r̂qqqt ?qtqrq qqqr qrf% |q> ̂ q qq Fqqqrq qtFqq qqr qqqt
qrqrqlr q> qrFqq; qFqq q^q %?q qsqt q> sqrq Jr qFsq “
^qt qwt qf qqjqqr qr qqq |, ^qt, q^ qf q^rq qr Fqq |” (^
qFqFqqt '̂ :'r) i
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^ I, JT^rrq', | i 5 t ^ s t ^ r ^
q^ ^?rd^ || iftiT^Tft if ?r̂ »T-?T5r’T Mr̂ r̂ rq,

srr’Tr, ^^T-, ^tcfV |a^ift Jf q^r iftir^TfV ^ | ,
tr ^'t I, ?T^?a;, fq-^r, g q ^ q r q f q q

?TI?qT )qq% fq? qf^ qqf^ qrr %^q- Jfq ^
?nqqq ^fqr, q^ qqq %^q if qifq ^^qqir^^ %q-fq- fq?jqqq
qr Iqfqq^r^q q?f %5TrgqrT, “qrrq ^qqq qr, qfq qqq qq^^qq
%qrq qr iq^t qrfq ^qq^?qq %qrq qr qtq qqq ̂qrq'f
f?TT ;qtq qqq^ qfq q^qrf ̂ qfqgq |tqrq |qr^ ̂ q qtqr fqrqT
q>q qq^ft ^q'f qf^qr ^?qy fqqr % q f ^ q r ”
{^^qr ?:?,!, ?v) I^q% qfqfqqq, q'fq qqf^ ̂ qr^r, “t qtq fqqr

11” ?°:^o) I?qfq^ qf qqiqq |%|q qqir^qq
qft qfq qq>f ̂ qqq ̂ q qqqtrqqq qqr qq% qqq qqq q|f
f̂ qr qr qqqr iqT'q qrq q#‘ fq qqq ̂ |qrqT' fqr, qtq q^V q'fq
qqff %^q ̂ qqcqf %q^-q ̂ iqrgq qfe %qrq?, qq^qq"
%qq^ qrq^t q'hr qqff if ftqq qqq f%qr iqqiRqi; qft qqtqrq
qrq% jffq qqf^ qff qqqTqqq qff fqrqr qr qqqr, qqffq qq ̂ %
qfqf gqr ^11

V. “qqr qrqgqqfqq if fq^qrq qrq^ |?qfq ̂ t, €] qqr qrq
qqrq ^qq^ |?''

qqrq: qq^^qq %fqqqrqqrq, “qqisqf %irq? qrq qqqr
q̂ q qH% qrq iqrq qrr 5>qr fqqqq 11” (̂ qrfqqi ̂ :̂ V9) i
qr^qq w^r qo^q qrqqf |, ^tqf qrr fqqqrq |, fq?
qqcq qrq-qrq qqrq ^f qqq irqr |iqqiq fq% fqqqfq qr^qq
qf fqqr ̂ qf |fq? qq^q qqrqrfqq? if qqqr |qq?q qqr fqq q^
qif̂ qj if_ f̂qqrqr qrgqr i(\ EFfqf?qiff ?s(,) iq| qqrfqq qrq^
%fq^ fq? qq qiqqq ̂ qt qgif, qq qf̂  ̂ qrqq qrq %qrq fqq
q̂̂  gqr_ sqf̂ ^ f̂ rqr q?q qfqf qft fqqrqr iqfq q%qq q|,

qqiq q| iqq qf qqqfli t^qf qsr i
K. “qqqrqq qq^qqq %qr^ q|if qqr qqrqr

qqifqqq |?q| qr^q| ?qqqrf fq^qqrti qqi |?”
qqrq :qfqq qrrqq qff fq r̂gqrq,

V:̂ V) qqqq frf ̂ qrq qq gq qq^qqq ̂ qqrqr̂  qm %"\qr
qfq<sqqqvqr %qrqr qr̂ r, "t qq^ qf̂ qr qT-q #^q;q ̂ pr;
q^ stf qiff qqirqqq |ff q^, qqr qii qftf qtq qqq;?q^
I?q^lf i” “t q|>qr iq^q gqqr qftf qff, q^ s>q qfff qq^^qq
qflf 1” (qqrqrf W:̂ ,=; qqr v:<;K) Iqfqqqrqq ff qq̂ qq #q|

? f q r q ^

qq^qqq qrcqr (g^iqr
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<kj ilk ikfekjk Ik ilk kaSk ikj |ik^ mjkj kkMlk I
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kk% ^^ik iik iik iik kik ilk ikii %|ikikJ ^iik^ik I^J^lk
-^ikk ikSk kki% ikyi ‘kkijkjk Ikjikk)
,,i Iik^ kk kk il ikk iikj :|is :^-:^l iik kk ik^
iiiil iilik iiilik kik i^k^kk kk II^ik ilk JJ kk i^ili^
kk %:iit|i ikk ih ikkjfik kk i± £kk iys ‘ikkk J^k^ki
kk 1^ ik ikk iik ‘ik^Jk kk i^ Mikik i^i ‘ikikh kk %iksk kit
>\H ik iiilik iik,, ‘ilife k^kakk iHj ^ikk^ik bi ^ilik
iife ikijks ikhk kikki) kkk i| Si iikkjk^k) ,,l ikii
iiikjk ik ik^k kk J^ik^iti ik iksk l\h ‘ikiSJk ^Jkiiik ikk
‘ikkJSk ii £kk iys Iik ii ^ikk ^kk iikk iik ‘ikik ik ^
iksk iik ‘iklb-iki„ ‘ili ilk kakk ^ikk^ik ^kiiik ij |ikikk
J5I kk^ik k^kkjI ili ilk ik^ ik iki %Jkik kk ‘ilk ik
igjg ij I^lik kSiiikJk kik ij Ikkklk :iJik

IIik^ ii ikkj ^kk

ikikkkik ii

iIilk kik Ik ikk
iikk ‘I ^ik kik ilk kjlk^i ^ik kik J^ikk kiik Ibljik ikiik
‘J^k ijt ii kik :?is ib ijl ikj ilik ^kik ikj 1ikkiks J5

„iIilk io]&iJk ^atk ikik i^k iys
kki ikk i^k%k ikj ‘I ikikk kSJ ^ikiki kail liik
ikk iIi^i ^2ikkJ ‘ilk il ii£ 1ikk^ik ik^ JJ ikk,, ‘| ikik
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C h u r c h o f C h r i s t
508/32 Baida Road
Lucknow (U.P.)
Church o f Chr is t
B o x 6 5 4 3
C u m b a l a H i l l
Bombay-26
Church o f Chr is t
Pathanapuram P. O.
Quilon (DT.)
Kerala State
Church of Chr is t
Churachandpur
Manipur
Church of Christ
G N T R o a d
Pozhal, Madras-600066
Church of Chr is t
953 Kalasiguda, Bolarum
Secunderabad 500010, A.P.
Hyderabad
Church of Christ
H. No. 1-9-312/5/2
Vidyanagar ■
Hyderabad 500044, A.P.
Church of Christ
88 Gadwal House
Nampally
Hyderabad 500001. A.P.
Church of Christ
Opp. District Courts
Kannavarithota
G u n t u r 4 , A . P.
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