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Please attend our Setvxces at :

E-10 Defence Colony (Ring Road)
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Sunday :  Bible Study 9:30 AM.
Morning  Worship v 10:00 AM.
Evening Service 6:00 P.M.

Wednesday :
Midweek Bible Study ... 6:00 PM.

FREE BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE COURSES
Study the Bible at home-numerous courses for aIl-Brlef—
Simple—Scriptural—in Engllsh and Hindi.
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Is Chrlstlanlty A Forelgn Rehglon

_Sometime we hear it sald that - Christianity is a foreign
religion or that it is from the West. Others have said that. it
is the - white man’s religion. of course those who make such
statements are obviously the enemies of Christianity. They
suppose that the people are ignorant of where Christianity
came from, and who it was intended for, and so they are will-
ing to use this kind of propoganda to stir up emotions and
feelings that will poison and prejudlce their minds against the
rehglon of Christ.

Those who know the truth on these matters know that
Christ himself -was. born ini the city of Bethlehem near Jerus-
alem. (Matthew 1 and 2 ). It was through the teachings of .
Christ, his death, burial, and resurrection, and ascension to
heaven, and. then the preaching of ‘the gospel in Jerusalem,
that resulted in around 3000 people obeying the Lord and
being added to the church, that made it possible for the
religion of Christ or Christianity to -have its beginning there
and to go out from there to all parts of the world. During
these past almost two thousand years Christianity has gome
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to all parts of the earth. It is spread through teaching and
good works only and is accepted on that basis.

Christianity has never belonged exclusively to one ‘area ‘or
to any particular group of people. It concerns all and is for
all. If it is in the Western part of the world then it is because
people there have heard the word of the Lord, believed it,
obeyed it, and therefore they are Christians because of jt. Most
of what we see there, however, is the result of the blending-of
the teachings of man with the teachings of Christ. This is not
_ pleasing to the Lord at all. (Romans 16 : 17, 18). What he
wants is for one and all to accept his will and by doing so to be
Christians and Christians only (I Peter 4 : 16). There are some
in the West who are attempting to do just that..

Whether Christianity .is fourid in. Asia, Africa, -the islands
of the seas, or any other place in the world, it is there because
there are people in these places who believe that Christianity is
what they need to change their lives and to discipline them
and to prepare them for the next life. Since Christianity
began in Asia then that means that the Christians of Asia in
‘the beginning took the message to the West. With the passing
of time, and with the people of the East drifting away from
the' religion of Christ, then the believers of the West began to
bring it back to the East. So those who have it take it to
those who are without it. That is the way it has always been
and no doubt this practice will continue. .

The Lord intended for all people everywhere to have the
opportunity to be Christians, He commanded thé" apostles
“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the
Dame of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost :
Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have com-
Manded you: and, 1o, Iam with you alway, even unto the
end of the world.” (Matthew 28 : 19, 20). Again, he said,
“Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every
Creature. He that believeth and is baptized - shall be saved.;
but. he that believeth not shall be damned.”” (Mark 16 : 15, 16)*
Chn'stianity, then, is for all people as long as time shall
continge.. It must be taught and. re-taught in every gener-
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ation. Therefore. Christians have the responsibiiity, in every
generation to take the gospel into all the world.

Again, we have the New Testament in written form and
Christ himself described it as the seed. (Luke 8:11). That
means then that as the seed is spread throughout the world by
word of mouth or through literature then those who receive
it and obey it will become. Christians.. Here in India or
wherever the Lord’s word may be found it is possible for the
local people to read and study and obey its teaching on their
own and without any outside help. And if there are those
who want to do that, who has "a right ‘to say that they
shouldn’t or that they can’t ? Religion that is forced on a
people is worthless. Unless one has the freedom to ‘decide
what he will be religiously then he has no freedom at all. If
he wants to reject and deny Christianity then that is his busi-
ness. But if he wants to accept the religion of Christ then
he should be allowed the right to do so. é'!";["hat 'is real
freedom. ' ‘

Pure Christianity has no earthly head and neither does it
have an earthly headquarter. Rather, Christ is its head
(Colossians 1 : 18 ; Ephesians 1 : 22, 23) and he is in heaven.
“For God so-loved the world, that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but
have everlasting life.” (John 3 ; 16). ‘‘Then Peter opened his
mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is.no respecter
of persons: But in every nation he that feareth him, and
worketh righteousness, is accepted with him.” (Acts 10 : 34,
35). “The Lord is not slack concerning, his promise, as some
men count slackness; but is Jongsuffering to us-ward, not
willing that any should perish; but that all should come to
repentance.”- (2 Peter 3 :9). Speaking of the Lord, Paul
says, ‘“Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto
the knowledge of the truth.” (2 Timothy 2 : 4). Christianity
has . universal appeal because it deals with personal
needs.

‘No one can - exclusively claim Christ and his rehglon
Neither should anyone feel that Christianity is Western relig-
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ion or an Eastern religion. Rather, it is international and
world wide for all people everywhere. On the other hand,
all many consider it local and personal, meeting their needs,
and at the same time leaving them with the responsibility of
taking it to others. Do’ not be afraid of it or oppose it. It
will not hurt you, your country, or anyone else. It is not
interested in politics, land, or in using force, that is, if it is the
true religion of Christ. ' Judge it not by those who bear it but
by its teachmgs and what it can ‘do for you and others who
accept it. Before passmg final Judgment on it, at least be
honest enough to investigate it in order that you may see what
it is all about. If you will, surely you will, change your
mind about it. o o

associate
_ aeditorial

| Why I Am A Christian
Friends, through this article I-would like to tell you why.I
am a‘Christian. T hope that you will read this article seriously
and thoughtfully, becaUSe I have some - wonderful thmgs to
tell you.

1.. Iam a Christian because I have hope of being saved.
When I first believed in Jesus Christ, and repented of my sins,
and owned him as my Lord by confessing. him as the Son - of
God, and was baptized (immersed in water) in the name of
Christ for the remission of my sins, according to the com-
mands of the Lord Jesus Christ, as revealed to me in His word
(Mark 16 : 16 ; Acts 2 : 38 ; Matthew 10 : 32), then I got-the
assurance that my past sins were forgiven, and I was added by
the Lord to the body of the saved people. (Acts 2 : 47). Then,
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U4 alsor entered the race—the'" Christian race—atnd “have
’hopeof ‘wmnmg the éternal prize.- Apbst*le Paof" ekphﬁ‘n& thiis
Yin @ better’ way than I heai Hith, “*“Know'“ye not that they
- which Tun ih-& race riiniall, but oife receiveth ¥he prize? ~So
srun'that ' ye indy “obtdin-and, evex‘y man  that striveth forthe
‘mastery is* Tem’perate jn.all: thmgs - Now' ‘ﬁhey‘ do it to obfam a
{ corruptible-crown’; “But we'an ‘incbr?uptxb]e 1 thereforé so vun,
cnotlvas wicertainly’;” so. fight 1, not :asone that beateth the
Jaip’*S (£ Corinthiang-9 1:24-26). © The -writer ‘of thev book -of
-Hebrews: also ~éxhorts -in:these: - words;: *Wheléforé secing:we
also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnessess
let, us..Jay aside every weight, and the sin, whwh 50 easily ; beset
us,. and let us run w1th patxenee the race :that s -set
lqefoxe us.’g (Hebrews 12 1 ) '];herefere, bemg a Chnstla.n
Jam. ;uxmmg in- a race, arp.d thus ps hage a hope that 1f I con-
_tinue f0.; sUN. thlS race .then, ;m the eq.d 1 wﬂl :ecew,e the
mcorruptlble atovm }as my pr;ze ftom n}g LQrd But I must
_complete;this race patlently apd faxthfully,v _because the Lord
has sai .-.35;..Be theu faithful ungp death, and I will glve thee

acrown af life,”- (Revelatlon 2 VRO, oy e

,,,,,

2 I am’ ‘a’ Chrlstlan because 1 hope Jesus 1s commg
gam ‘He has’ ‘sone to p{'epare 4 place in" heaven fot‘me’ and
¥oi all Faitiiful Christians, and’one day e Wwill cotie back, and
he will take me and’ other Christians with him and ‘we- will
dive: with: him: forever in heavenly: mansions. I remember, as
. read, in:John 14 1-3;-Jesus promised to his. disciples, “Let
ot yourcheart be troubled - «-ye~believe:in -God, believe-also
in- e In-my> Father’s; house'. aré  many mansions :-if it
were notiso,~ I would hayve told-you.- I go to-prepare-a place
for you. And if I go and prepare a place foryou, I 'will come
again, and receive you unto myself ; that where I am, there
yé indy be algo.” - Sé T'am b Christian because T know Jesus
4 coming again, “and ‘evén'if I: die before ‘his return, I krow
Fwill rise-again by his power when he will feturn, In 1 Thess-
aloniafs: 4.t 13-18; “A postle Patl exhorted Christians by saying,
#But:I" would:not havezyou'to: be igniorant, bretliren, concern-
ing thémi swhicki aré asleep, that ye 80frow not; -even'as others
which' Hrave fio” hiope: B if Webelieve that Jesds died: and
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-rose- again, even so them also which. sleep in Jesus will God
;brmg with him. .. For this we . say unto.you.by-the word.of- the
+Lord, that - we whxch are alive and remain ynto the coming of
-the Lord shall .not prevent them which: are -asleep.. . For.-the
- -Lord himself shall descend from" heaven with a shout, with.the
:veice.of -the archangel, and with the trump of God : and -the
_dead.-in; Christ shall rise; first : ‘Then we which are-alive and
remain-shall be-caught up together with them.in the clouds; to
‘meet the: Lopd.in the -.air : and so .shall . we ever be with
“the:: £ord.:. Wherefore comfort ‘one another w:th these
words” e EEY

3 "T'am a Chiistian because 1 hope, - that when Tesus’’ will
‘take ‘me with him, I will hve ‘with God, in heaven, forever.
“There T will lack nothin g because 1 will Tive in the presence of

‘God' every second - through all ‘eternity. - This assutance “also
'comes to me frOm the pages of God’s word. Jesus ‘Chist him-
“self revealed' thlS fact to Apostle John, who later wrote, “And

Théard'a great Voice out of heaven’ saying, Behold, the tabern-
“dcle of God 'is with ten, and hé will dwellwith them, and théy

shall be his people, and God himself-shall be with them,  and

_be their _God. .And God sha]l wipe away all tears from their
‘eyes and there shall be no.more death, . neither SOrrow, nqr

qrymg, nerther shall there be any more: pam for the former

;things are passed away » (Revelatron 21:34). . . y

-ARE YOU A/ CHRISTIAN?-If not; then you have no .

hepe, you are lost in your sins ! - There ‘will be no hope for you

* to‘be'saved when Jesus comes back.: ~There is no hepe: for you

'to ‘fecéive the crown of life, the eternal life, because you -have

‘net-even -entered the race by completmg the condmons set
forth bythe Lord IR S R co-

If you are not a Chnstran then you cannot smcerely hope
for¢ Jesus’ return, but "you livein fear.-- Because when_ The
Lord will come back, ‘he will not only take his people with him,
but - he will also punish with .everlasting. destruction all..those
who obey not his commands upon this:earth. - Again, Apostle
Paul said,  ““......When -the Lord Jesus ‘shall be.révealed from
heaven. withhis mighty" angels, im.flaming fire taking venge-
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auce on them that know not God and that obey not the gos-
peI of ¢ our Lord Jésus Chnst Who shall be. pumshed thh ever-
lastmg destructlon from the presenge -of the- Lord and
-from the glory of hls power » (II Thessalomans 1:79).

-« Miy'friend; if you are'not a Christidn then you do'not. ‘have
hope to live with God in heaven:foréver. But you are going
to face the EVERLASTING DESTRUCTION ! D_xd,you hear
thls 2. 1 ask you to. cons1der these thmgs senously, beoause it
1s the matter of eternal hfe and eternal death '

Then why not -become - 3 Chnsuan by behevmg in- Jesus
Christ, -and: repenting- of - your: -sins, -and-confessitig Jesus as
your -Lord,.and by being: baptized for the remission of your
sins ? (Mark 16: 16 ; Acts 2:; 38 ; Matthew 10 : 32). ‘Then
you can live as a Chnstxan based upon the . teachmgs
of Jesus C‘hrlst as’ found in “the New Testament . Then
you cait 'die as a Chrlstlan, “gnd one day when the Lord will
cofie back, ‘you will fise again” as a Chnstlan ‘réady to go
with the Lord to your eternal home in ‘heaven. ' Lastly, T urge
you; :oncé- agam, to- kmdly thmk upon thes‘e thmgs
semousﬂyw TS Lo e .

Prepare To Meet God

Mike Sina and’es

Toward the end of the O1d Testament God gave a steru
warnnig ‘o “His" ‘people through the prophet Amos :
Prepare to n&eet thy God ...'...” (Amos 4:10). There is a
tlme,for preparatxon, but after that comes’ the txme “for reekon~
mg and recompence, In v1ew of the certamt,y of. this meetmg
why not prepare ourselves for Heaven ? After al] Heaven is
a prepared place for prepared peop]e, Chrlst stated “I am
the way../...1i0 man cometh'to the Father but by me”
(In: 14*6), -and" since- *all- authority hath ‘been given unto
(Hini) i Heaven and on earth’ (Matt 28: 18), Tet us’ turn
£& Hiin for'proper guidancé and advice: *

I. Preparation Through Faith ;
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The Hebrew wnter points out : “Faith is . the substance
(ground or COnﬁdenee) of ﬂm;gs hoped for the ev:dence of
tﬁmgs not’ seen » A few verses later he adds, ' “Wxthout
faith it § is unﬁoss:b’le to please God......» (Heb. 11:1, 6)
No matter: what - you ‘say ot do, 1o matter what kind " of
exemplary _life you may —live, unless you have Jfarth you
qannot please. God But what s faith? : .

Falfh ?s bellevmg in ihe existence of God but 1t 1s more
*t‘han that. -Ttis also. falth ifl Jesus as the Son of God, faxth in
the redemptive work’ wh ¢h "God Himsélf performed on the
coross; faith:in the atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ; faith m the
Word of Christ as:the Inspired” Word of God. " Faith is ‘ot
personal: opinions - rbut. * guiding precepts denved from the
\nfalhbleNVord of God the Bible. '+ i e ¥ i

_ Of the 1mportance of f‘alth Paul states “Bemg therefore
justnﬁed by, fa,lth we ha";e pe%ce thh God tbrough our
I,.prd Jgsns Chrlst R (Rom 5:1). But faith, to be a
@gv,mg faith, must. of sneqesslty be an;obedient faith, Once
aggin we-réad .in- the Word ‘of God, And being made
perfect, he became the author of eternal salvatiori 'wirito
all them THAT OBEY HIM” (Heb. 5 : 9 emphasis ours
M.S.). The apostle James.so logically points out, “Thou
believest t;hat} there is one God: thou doest well : the
devils also believe, and tremble, But wilt thou know, O
vain man, that faith without works, (works here means
obedient faxth) 15 dead ? Was not Abraham.our father
Justxﬁed by worksg when he ‘offered Tsaac, lus son upon
the altar?” (Jam: 2 I9-22) Yes, we must prepare ourselves
to meet our God and the first step in thrs preparatxon is our
geﬁume behef in Hlm Smce fa1th comes by heanng God’ '
Word (Rm. 10: I7), let us ‘diligently begin studymg H1s Word
II ?reparatnon Through Regentgm;e

; The phzlosoplhy of a successful eoach was summed up in
glm mo;to, “Prior . preparation prevents poor: performance.”’
Qus Lord. taught the lesson of preparation in many. of His
statements, none better perhaps;than in the. parable of, the . ten
virgins (Matt. 25:1-13). -’ .

P TIPSk AT S PRSI
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" Before the purchase ot' anythmg the need for such must
first be felt. S1m11arly, bef‘ote we repent we ‘mu“st* see feahze .
and act:ept our wrongs “Fhe- truth bf t’he atter-is - thit whe
we commit a'sin we hurl “an  insulf ag’amst‘ "God;, ‘I‘heréfoi?e,
béfore we can receive ® His gracmus forgiveness, sihceré

repentance from our’ past sms must ’be expeﬁ'énceﬂf‘

‘1(

them a rngxd requxrement ‘a law to Be oBeyed before :
they can” enJoy pardon, when in reaIlty thex 'sho id'_‘:
conslder repentance a pnvxlege and a. blessmg granteq“'
by the grace of God.. Repentance ‘therefore. is far from a heavy
yoke around our necl”c ‘Another thmg repent nc st not is..
that of a few tears, shed mostfy because we ;have ‘been 'calﬁht. .
In order for such tears to be proﬁtable the undersA dlngm
must first exist that every sin committed yield an evil mﬁuence
upon. our character to be followed: by evil - consequences:ia our
lives.. And since the effects-of sin” are -always:-diagitip; -the
divine requirement for repeatance- is - not fthb&’s personal
: gam but for our own betterment PRSI

What is Repentance ? True; repentzince is’ :Iot ~]ust bemg
sorry; even godly sorrow leads to:it but is not; itself repentaneg::
(IX Cor. 7:9).. , Repentance, ito-be. acceptable;.to,God :and: of-
benefit to man, must have a change of mind followed .by.
reformation of life, .. Repentgnce .withont -reformation- is: like .
coptinual :pumping: in a ship. without - stopping jithe,. leaks.: -
When therefore our Lord stated : e;cept}xe - vepent-ye ;shall -
all likewise perish” (Lk. 13: 3), "He sxmply was asking, for .~
a change:of mind and hfe In the, New Iestamem .the word -
repentance comes from the. Greek :word. metanoeo, litegally> °
meaning “to. hﬁve another mind”,. for a. reat change: of mind<]
will lead to.3 «change of. life. .Consider this- firial.. ‘thought ¥
“Say unto them...... I have no pleasure;in the> death: off;
the wxcked, but that the wicked turn from his way. and
live’; turn''ye, tifn 3 ye l‘rom’ yous evil” ways:. L% (Ezek
33¢ Ii) “In’the trie and genuine rep?ﬁ?a‘nce anythmg less than _
chiange of - miﬂd anidlife is'a’ chéap sabstitute, V7
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III Preparatlon Throngh Gonfession .

In I John 4 15 we read “Who Soever shall confess 5
that Jesns is. the Son.of God God abulethm him, and he,_;_-v
in God.”; In the gospel of John we alsq read, “Nevertheless :
even of the rulers ‘many believed on him; but because
of the l’ha.rxsees they did . not -confess. hxm, Aest, they .
should be put out of the synagogue; for they loved the

praise of men more than the praise of God” (Jn..12: 42,
43)." ‘In these two statements we detect the way of. llfe and the?"
' way of death. “One is a great aﬂirmahon ‘of faithi the other, .
a base denial of the only Saviour of mankmd R ¢} 'Matt ‘
10: 32,33 we read “Everyone therefore who' shall confess_l"
me before men, him will I’ also’ confess before my
Father Who is in’ He,aven But whosoever shall deny "
" me before men, hrm I also deny ‘before my Father who‘ :

s in Heaven

.. MAsong studles very carefully )the‘ requlrement for confess— :
_ ing Chsist. gubllcly, .and importance which, the- Holy Spisit
places such, one-concludes that canfession. and: salvation- are’
truly inseparable. Confessing Jesus Christ always -has played . -
a very important part in the life of the Church : In -the early
ages, “‘the blood. of the martyrs was shed :because..of the
supreme conféssion.” - Even :Jesus -Himsélf: “‘before-Pontius.:
_ Pilate witnessed” this -good: confessxon” (I T1m 6 13) at-'t '“he*‘ ;
expenseolfhxs ownlife, o oE 3 LT
The»pages of the New Testaifiént abound in tcs‘txmohy of
the beautiful gonfessions made by:-the early Chnstxans In -
fact, “* in expressiiig theirfaith, His early followers put’ into"
wotds the only accepta‘ble creed of the church. ** The ‘Ethioptah
" noblemari‘$aid to Philip, ““I believe that Jesus Christ'is the -
Son of God.” (Acts 8:37). “Thou art'the Christ,”was Simon
"Peter’s statement, “The' Son of the” living “God” (Matt.:
16:16).. - Martha stated, “I bélieve that thou art the C‘-hnsts g
tlle Son. ofGod” (John 11 27) e e

Ip addmon to acknowledgmg Qhr;st ﬂS the Son of Goql.
by word of mouth the New Testament further shuv{s confess~ -
jon to be a way of life, which was and is a-requirement , of . a}L
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baptized believers: The apostle Paul instructed; “Hold! fast-
the profession of our faith withont wavering......»" (Heb; -
10:23). Certainly there will be no joy among sinners - as: they v
will ‘be forced to confess Him in the last day.  Man® 's ptmlege
of confessing Christ is given to~ him==beforé- the" ‘grave, - ‘We:
may confess Him now by choice; later, “Every tongue shall’
. confess that Jesus is.Lord, to, ‘the glory -of God .the.
Fatller" (Phll 2:11).

RSN

IV Preparatnon ‘I‘hrough Baphsm 5 . A e

Our Lord stated : “If ye lIove me, keep my com
mandments” (Jn. 14:15); of which ’bapuSm is? oné” of - thémy
Ifwe truly desire salvation, He' told us to: believe ‘i thisi
(Heb. 11:6), to repent of our ‘past sins - (Lk. 13:3); to' conféss™
His name before men (Matt. 10:32; 33); andta" be- bébtlz'e'd'.
His very words ifi fact are : “‘He ¢hat believeth and i& baps'
tized shall be saved, -he - that beﬁeveth not s“hall' ‘lié'—"
d:unned” (Mark 16:16). _ e ST s

. : AN BT IS S M O TN

. For the serious student of the Word of God we. raise
thxs quesuon Does faith,. repentance. or even confession. of;:
Chnst’s name save ? Certamly not, That which: saves is the- :
precxous blood of Christ. Please think.., seriously  on; this.
Sxmnlarly, does baptxsm thhm 1tself save? Certainly . not,. it--
is the blood of Chnst that sayes. . Then why do.we have.to, be
baptlzed ? For the same reason that we.have to beheve, ;'epent
and confess Hns preclous name before/we are saved. Since
Chnst isour Savmur, and the only Way (Jn 14:6);. then .10 -
come to Him we must “travel?’ the yery way. Hehas appomt,ed.z .
Part of this “toad” involyes baptxsm in the. ‘“name of. the ..
Father the Son and the Holy Spmt” (Matt. 28'19)

-* There is &' beautiful passage: tuckedL in fhe book of
Nimmabers 22:18 which states; *“....% 1 Balik would gnve ‘nie "
his loiise full ‘of silver, and gold, -1 Eéaimot‘ ‘go- beyond
the word of the Lord my God; to do fess or more. ™ Thib L
most significant point in this yerse:is-the. man’s attitude toward
hxs God 1 cannot......do less or :more,” ..In .the area..of
being baptlzed into Chnst thls is the attltude all of us should
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employ-and. ledve .the>:endless argumients alone.: The -Eérd-
emphatically. and categorically stated <= “He* that helieveth’
.and is baptized shall he saved......” 5Nkl 16:16). What'
else gan: you: understand:from this: pas%age‘ except that in the’

spirjtual. union of faﬁ:h -and-~ bapusm the oﬂ‘Spmng is always"
salvation, .. - . R AT B T S S L N ERER

V.- Préparation Thrdugh Faithfulnéss ‘5( . i‘léirf":' ": _" -

After a person has obeyed the Gospel he then needs to
“Leave the principle of the.. dbcttitiﬂ“e....'..of repentance *
veos@nd of faith......(and) baptism”. and:.centinug on
unto perfection.” (Heb.i6:1,2). . In the words of: out &erd, -
“Be. thou faithfull unto death, and I will ;give you the "
crown.of life” (Rev. 2:10) Too:many, believers, ~because . the. :
Lord did.not.say be, thou: perfeet unto death, sthey. continue-
ta. “hehpve”, ‘but.. fail .to. strive unto-. perfection:. But . what
dqes it mean to be: ‘‘faithful. anto .death, 2> For: after fall; .
these words of our Redeemer, imply that.>a sasred triast:: h&s
been confided to our keeping.

. Faithfulness is the difigent ’ abldmg Withifi t‘he Lbrd’
Word (Jm. 8:31). - Else, the Lord will have no fe110wdh1p wnh
thiose “who-draw back.” (H¢b. 10'38‘) Theref is a'tire need
for all believers to contm“ué leai'nmg ofChnst to” coﬁtﬁme ih
His love so that we may continue in it power. Again, fa ‘Iifuﬂ-
ness involvés the §pimof gacrifice; and “at’ tithes; ‘the" §4cri ce !
of even those-Which aré -thé *néaré‘st arid dearest ‘to’ oufSelves”
(Lk: 14:33): ' Paul; miore- than" dny ot else {iderstood” the
meaning oﬁ fhese onds When Be stated e “B‘u‘t ‘w‘hat ﬂ: o

doui)tless and I bount a‘ll’ thmss but loss for the
excellency of the lmowleﬁgei of “Christ ‘my Lord : “for
whom Lhave suffered . the loss of all things, and do
count them but dung, that I may win Christ” .(Phil..
37,8, A man had better not. attempt: this. discipleship. wh@,
isnot: sa&xsﬁe thh cmvyﬂamg whnch promotes it e v e

-4 A-sublite- revélation is givén to is by‘Phul in~ Ephesxané !
2 8'-10 Thrs passage clearly States’, “"fhat1 WE' ar“e §aved by“

3 5‘}.)
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God’s grgce-a d not by our, works. Baut whilé out“works will
not save us;” ’limh'e prequnCé‘ “of s%‘(uchy in g%d:}i'l ]wg:iwxll loudly
- proclaim the assurance-of:our:salvation: Notice carefully the
tpnth verse ;. “For we are his workmansh;p, -Created in
Chnst; lesus nnto gom@ works, which. God hathaka;,f,qre
ordamegi tba,t -we should - Walk;i them., "4 While Gad
does not.sgve man | for his good worl;s He. saves them nnte
£00d. Works. . - “When .men. hear; of. sglvg,t;gn Atrespective . of
Works, they are apt to gancy that wo;]gs are; of -little . uge; - -and
do-net need to- be: carefstu attendedr 10.:: On: the@omrany, they
are part of the:Divine/decree, and:if we are :not diviig" i ilife
of good works, we have no- Teason: to- believé: that:we “have
‘been gaved by graces” Faithfulfiess  $hen . is- Tnmt beasﬁmg +h
the vineyard of the . Lond (Tn,- 25:8). . As sthe: ﬁtutis'!fof the
'Spmt were abundantly manifested in, the life of Ch_rixst so
‘will they | ‘be in t the Tives oﬁﬁose who‘ are |s dlsclples (Phil.
’1:711). " To "‘Be Faithfal unto de: ath,” ,als ). means  the non
'conformmg attxtude toward thls yorld” d’iom 12:2). ‘Whi

'we are in the® wor]& we should” not . %ovie ﬂae worli, ithe

tile rglnng,s tkat are'in the worlq il Jﬂj ;f 15% ngﬁmg
ourselves pure aqd unspotted froqx thts,p{exsent age,;s qnothe:
aspect of our, oexng fanthful to hlm?“__ to . d;:ath (Jam.’ & 2%
ITx{n 522) Fmally,g&nd by no mgans - we. haye;, exhgusﬁéd
.the subject t‘althfulness unto death is; 3tl:,e»mlncn-tzaa;te .of : aur
knowledge of .God. (Col 1;10), the increase.of sgur faith
(2 Cor. 10-15) the increase in righteousness (2 Cor. 9 lﬁ)fand
‘E%ﬁ?gafs oflove tharo the bxethren as. weu“ as.; all eaen
"~ God, in Hxs 1_nﬁmte ‘merc !has grovaded "the Wiy of
salvatxop tin-ou%h the blood 'of His _ownde at Soq, He: affers
‘this salvatlon freely to au, wi;hout respect of persops;” ,bgt He
does not force it upon thosg who do-. not .€age.;Rather; - He
offers salvation to all who w;l] come._ and Teceive on His

simple terms of falth;j 'pentance. confesswn, bgptlsm and a
faithfull life; realizmg mat “n . thi

Meet God™ " R
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‘“Eatmg Y’qui‘s‘e’lf To' He‘ﬂ”‘ AL

=Ty

5. oy Thomas Fmanes RN
“In teachfng(’fcsd will conéérnﬁfgﬁorsﬁip it is"” entu'eiy

possible” to“ofrei*emﬁﬁ’amZe “he' oVért “actand’ 'ne;gtect ithre
iptirposes or the tanhef in- which it 3 *t¢ be 'engagdd.~ The
safie BBok, the Bible, whlc‘h tells-us What-to dd as We ‘worstiip,
also instrticts us how We ate to “wofsHip. *~ Acceptalblé-worship
dependsion more that’ fustparticipatiny # the “oltward Form,
{.6.; singing words; uttefing prayérs, bating -unleavetied “bread,
and drinking fruit of the vihe, etese " Aceeptdble: woishipsiin
Gpd's sight is that which' originates: from~ thie inper man ‘#s
Jesus taught im John 4204, :*“God.is 1 Spirit ™ andnfhey that
worship-him must Wbrslnp«ié spu;it and. irwth *9 Y

A & ‘Fro)m God’s ord we xead that when ]’%sus m§htuted fhe
Lord’s Supper he’ . toqk bre' nd hlegs,ed mxd btake it; and
hegave to thie dlscnpies and salﬂ."ta‘ke eat fhxs is my ‘body.
“Aﬁd he’ tqoic & cup, and gave thnks! @.nd Bave to “thiem
saymg, Brmk ye fﬁl of it; fgx; thls is my’ “blood ot; ‘ihe covenan%,
:wﬁch‘ls *pom'e& ‘bt for many unto ‘femxss:oﬁ of” Tsinis.” ﬁut 1
wym:to ‘you, I shall not dffnk h”éf’l eforth 3f this’ 'ﬁruxt of’ f,he
witie, vitHit that°ddy When i érink ¢ “tiew ' with you 1a. m
{Pathet’s Kingdom.” '(REatthew - 26: 36:39) “"Phe “elemetits” fo
e used 4nehis Meniorial Feast are’ *ali'ea&y ldentlﬁeﬁ‘ bread
%, 26), andthe cup %v 2, Wiuch i the quff of the vme
i(v.’zs) LEERR RN I f; N rm SN SN AG T
“Phe Aposile ‘Pai 1 T Coribdhiade11: 23-%4, wrots  fo-the
. Connthxan Christians and, 1dent1ﬁed the elements _ to be used
% thie supper ’a'nd“fhe‘ pquose of “thé” o‘gservance (‘ﬂie bread
%34, and the cup/Which cotild be druk (v. 29), e, iﬁe "Hiit
A &?»tlie vinelj Kcbording - thé'? Apostl& Paul thé “li.ord’s supper
asio be&ebs&rved%r*tﬁfeeplfrposes 4 @ en

55y, 5 RemBtubet Jesus, 1 Corinthjan VIETE A
: ‘J’ 2. ¥ Procldifn His. death, IqumtbAqns 11:26,
8 “Lookmg?or his return, I Coririthians 11:26. R,

S

In addition to these instructions the apostle also warms
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against partakinglof-thg l;gor? m@a@ iniayrunwerthy manner

or without discerning the body of Jesus. (I Corinthians 11:27-
29) Paul’s language is véty §ttontg; Whoever eat the bread or
~drinksthe cupinag yawerthy, mannarcishall be . guilty -of rthe
-bady and blogd ‘of the warld's Savier..; Again, if we..do:qot
discern the body . of . Jesys - when;qwe- ‘parfake ;of the: Lerd’s

su:ppc;: we gat.and drink dampation to, ougpselves. ‘Thgse Bib-
-ligal truths -must nqt be recogpized by many -who are members
of the body of Christ since their conduct during this ggeat
memorial feast is sadly lackmg in reverence. Has thlS feast
‘Been telepated Yo the poifit 6f *ejust” sometlithe” 10" 'do 't be
-gbedierit 77 Wheh guestionsd coti’cerﬁihg the cottdiict df‘so*me
-who talk; entéttain childreén, Taugh, vvifxté hdfes’, chew i:hevémg
- gum, “and genefally conduct fhefnSelVes as if tﬁey were attend

ing some sporting event, one of my higl{"school students
stated,.. “they are . eating ;themselves igto Hell.”.. Tms is
-excellent-commentary on.:I Coringhians 11, 527 and. 29 PRI

EREL W] oontin'ue to'" teach - G@@’s @votdx eoneemMgs the
iLord’%: supper R TR UL SRR FE VT TR VR I SUN L

1. Observe on the ﬁrst day of the week, Acts 20 7 .
‘2 ﬂmeﬁts fo be 1isd int is memona‘l feas‘t are bread

and frmf‘bf the vme, and Both are to be given 19
. the worshxpper, M’aﬁhew 26(2'7 29 1 Cormth;ags
;:'; 2, ) R

4 -1 i’tlﬂ to:-be obs’erved mr'xthez memery 'of .Tesus.‘

5ii C@tlnthlmll 2425, e iy 2 tas orte eidT
4L It proolaims the Lord’s death, I Corinthians 1126
+ 3, : Louks-foward {illHis retusn, I Corinthisns 11:26.

‘BUT T%t‘us allso teick that fér Worship - to"be* accep?a"die
it rdust be'in spirit ahd truch which ficcessitates reve-
rancé and worship from the heart. To do otherwise " in
:cggrd to mgw% supper;is, to. “‘eat.ourselyes into Hell.”

Gl nd o NE ol B aretet s 0ROt st ST D e 2l ]

i f-.:»:
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pnderst‘andmg{ff__he* quie i

Dl@k qup' (PSRt ‘»:rvij‘ ot

-1 Hiave' yoti ever weﬁde%d why So miafy people" réadithe same
Bible -ardunderstand it (8r misunderstand it) “in 56 1 ‘many-dif-
ferent ways %Arid bt the “other ‘hatd;- %ome gWe'liﬁ studying,
saying that they can’ undei%‘ta“n&ﬂ atill:’ ‘Stfothérs ﬁnﬁm-
stand 41.’3 nﬁ:%age,“but for 1 Some reasdh 1t d’oesn’téﬁ‘ect th'exr
hves u* IR ' - e

..5\41.‘ o

The reason may be that We.. dqn t app:oach the.study gf
the B;ble wjyfth the, pmgqr at.t;tude, or with the, proper -under-

stagdpg Of . certain baslc _truths about, the Bible we’re study-
mg, If. our Bnble study isn’ t ba§ed on 2 solxd founganon, 1t

PR

will; bc to lxttle avall

W Robert‘Palmer, i hfs bobk "‘How JTo Understand ‘the
Bible,” suggests mine bdsic' triths dbout-the Bible that should
be, the foundation of. our- study of it. - . Fd Jxke for. you to
consider them very carefully before you sit dQWn wmh;your
Bible. o

Co o Bt

God hash spoken Tl:te entxre Blble 18 hased pn this
truth and $0_ miust our study be God,spoke, gnti the world,
and al’F 1ts creatutes came mto bemg (Gen sis 1).  After
creating’ mankmd God' commitinicdted ‘with His ¢reation by
speakmg to him : first through the prophe‘ts (Heﬁrewsl 1),
and in *“these.:days through- Hisc Son- (Helﬁ'ewsl 2).
This divine communication—God: speakifp* m:us—ls the

Bible.; . .l;-:‘réff-"'f’? Porms e P --:;:,-»797 :

The Blble is 'a Fevelation of His wilk The Bible
is not man’s.effort ; to reach . yp: to- God but God’s .effort to
tea;;h dowan; to . mankmsi—thh a ,messag;» (See 2 Peter

'1 21)" FRFTCIR ColeE T Baliodl n L i '5(-: ¢ s W

Bl g

The Bible ha.s been acéur’dtelyh‘aﬁﬂla%ed Alttishgh
there are some ultramodern versions of the Bible that are in
some instances untrustworthy, because of the bias or the
unscholarliness of the translater, there remains with us certain
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basic : versions of -the Bible that: aré dependdble translations:’
of- the “original . scriptures. (which: :were  written -in ‘Hebrew,
Aramaic. and . Greek), . Among - thé i giarits and’ most trusted
of.;these translations:are the King:: James Verswn (1611) and ,
the American Standard Versioh(1901). g

" “T'hé BiBIs is infallible.” It was witten by inspired men,
and “therefore ' We  can: -trust the: message nmphcxtly Any:
cont‘usitm error or - contradictioni in- the”’ religious world
comes not frbm the Word of God, bu% t’rom the ‘mind' of
ma“n. N : : G, : . AT ,.1 .

Areheolpgy, a. relauvely new but a vastly mportant aqd
W1dely acccpted science, is turning yp t}uousands of discoveries .
from hundreds of diggings in Bible-oriented lands that -mot .
only do not discredit, but many times tend to prove the Bible
account.” Archeology is lending’ testlmony to the verac:ty and
agthentwlty of- the Bi‘b‘le L e

: “The law,of the Lord xs,perfecg c:onvertmg the soul H the
testlmony of . the Loid.. is sure," making w1se the - mmplaq
(Psalms 19 : 7) ;

. The Bible is complete and final.. The Bible js sufficient
for our- needs ;. it leaves nothing, to - be desired for our  know-.
ledge of life in this world and in the world to come. - It-is not;;
just a key to truth ; it is truth. Itis, as Jude said, “The faith
which was once delivered to the saints.”” (Jude 3) (See also 2
Timothy 3 : 16-17 and Galat;ans 1: 6-9)

The Bible is ihtellxgxbte It’s not maglcai charm or
blessing ; it’s not sometb;mg w be framed or displayed on a

table ; it is a message from the mmd of God to the mind of
man. (Romans 15:4) . o

.. The Bible, then can be . understood through man’s

reﬂs"ms power. . The mind is not our.God but the mind:
should: be.used to know. God Romans 10 17 Ephesmnsw
3:4; Mmothy 2v P15, .0 o ¢

......
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The Bible can.'be ‘wrongly understood, or . misunderstood,”
because of prejudice, pre-conceived notions, etc. - (See 2 Péeter
3-1,16..and Matthew 13 .3.14-15) But -when we study.it with:: an

open mjnd, .and we understand its message to us, that messagev :
carries the full authority of God behind it.;: AT T T

~The, authorxty of the. Bible demands submission
: (obednence) As we hold the- Blble in our hands, we.stand,
before, Gods.::... “Who will -render- to, every man according
to., his.deeds : to them who. by .patience -continuance in.well
doing seek for glory.and honour and immortality, eternal life ;..
but unto them that are contentious, and do.not obey the truth
but ‘obey' unrlghteousness, indignation- and wrath, tnbulatlon
. and angursh upon every soul of-man -that doéth evﬂ of the
Jew ﬁrst anﬂ also’ of the Gentile G (Romans 6-9)

When one beglns to rebel agamst the truth even whlle in
the process of studying it, he will soon lose his understanding
of it—it will become meamngless to'him., Oauly as we accept
the' Bible as-authority; and submit ourselves to: that authority.
will'we come’ to have a proper understandmg and apprecxanonr‘
of it. ‘ Rt

The Bible is' God’s word; it is speakinig to-you. ' "You miust
now - submiit - yourself to- 1ts out‘horlty by obeymg its preceprs.'
and commauds N S ,

Iy

Have You Wondered About
Baptlsm P
| | W N. Jackson L e o

" Have you; ‘béen ~baptized: into ‘Christ 2 Have you been
baptized:in thé manner specified byiour Lord ? 'Was your bap<"~
tism:-for ! the: express- purpose.given. by--our Lord inthé
New Testament? And, if you havei néver ‘beer= baptized,’
is it because .you. feel that it is mnot. essential, ;het. neces-
sary " Do you feel that theres so much controversy on the
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subject that. God’s! wllL just cannet be- seen.? - ‘These are. vxtqll
questions, and it:is our purpose te/help you see: God’s: truth on
baptism, a,nd to.invite yogito exe'm;}ne yoursa]f in. the light of
thlﬁ ﬁl'llth, CuT i TLEEYD O Loado '_‘.- it MPREEH

Baphsm is mdeea ong’ of the hotly-—dlspute‘d fésues” 1A thé g
religious world."*‘In ot approack "t~ the ‘subject we néedto"
ask, “Has.God given us sufficient informgtion on. the mattep ?”
If not, then man is left to his own devices, to ﬁo -his ownry -
pleasure in the matter,‘ and_the dlspute will continue to rgge
If God lpas glven us.the necded, mformat;pm man 1s\oblxgated
to know 1t and respond obedlenfly to lt.'-' Long agd Moses"’
i , “but’ tho“se'

uze” o)r pne of it forms appea
has uevealed the, sub_]ect 10,1 s,
some questlons On the matter

: T ‘Clearly, God"'_
:Wc ‘wxsh now to ’deal

“'Have you Wond!eivéd =About the Am:homtfy Behmd
Baptism? Gt L00b Beteogiier iy : L

Authorlty is' supremely 1mportant ifi telrglon We'are"
‘ subjéét’ to't 'Lord’s authonty “4nd’ one day wﬂl’answer to-the-
aut:hornty ‘of ‘Hxs Word i in “judgement. {Johr'12 { 48) ‘During-
the Lo#d’s thinistry, hié once™ i‘i;tére& ‘on"the authority behfird"
baptism-John’s baptisim 4t thie time-aﬁd"asked ““The’ ‘baptisti
of: John, whence wag it 2, From Heaven,.or of men JI7 -(Matt.
21-:26)Insincere men, knowing;they.were caught.ina trap of . -
their own «miaking; since. they :had brought.up the matter. of :
authority:in' the first place, replied that they could not;; ggswqr, :
Tﬁey knaw the< bapusmrsofrlohn was from: Heaven' : -_,,.;;ar‘- HRTI

We re plamly told that John Yvas gent fgom Cjod {J ohn 1 6) ,
and that he was filled with the Holy Spirit (Luke 1 :5). His
meksage, then; was:indeéd fromiHeaven:! ‘And-on.the specific
point: of I baptism;: 'we’re:told that.“......the Pharisees iand+
lawyers rejected “TherCounsel of :God . againstmthemselves; -
being not baptized of him.” : ¢(Lukes7'z 30):Upon megting with: :
his disciples just before he ascended, the Lord gave them:'the:
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chargeto go'and tedch- dll nations, ‘*biptizing them m“'tiie
name of the Father, and of the Som; ‘and’of the Holy Ghost.””,
(Matt. 28 : 19) This -also showed 'the-authority behind the
baptism-the authority of God! So reader, let no man' lead
you astray and cause you to believe that baptlsm is an ummpor-
tant, man—made device resting only in man’s merit.

 Have you - Wondered About ‘the" Nmssity of-'

Baptrsm 7
‘We. have seen that the one. who “first taught baptxsm wis

sent from God, was ﬁlled with the Holy Spirit, and taught thef
counsel of God on bapnsm ‘John’s bapusm, when preseded’
by belief in hls message repentance from sin, ‘and confessron. :
of those sins, was FOR the remlsswn of sins ! (MarkI 4)
In the Lord’s giving the Great Commrssron, he stated that‘
upon thé gospel’s bemg preached that “He that belxeveth and 1s',
baptizéd shall be saved.” (Mark 16 15-16) The book of:
Acts tells of the apostles going forth to carry out that cominis-
sion: - Upon the preaching of the gospel for the very first time
in the name of the resurrected Lord, those who believed and-
asked for instructions (Acts 2 : 37) were told to “Repent, and
be- baptized every one of you in ‘the name of Iesus Ch:;xstﬁ
...... w”? (V.. 38) Thus, it was necessary that men, under the,
preachmg Tof John to. be baptnzed and it was, necessary fbr:
“eyery one there. in. Acts 2 to be baptxzed. ‘

~* Heére, the man-made cieeds enter in. One of them, stllll in-
use in a promineént denommatxon, states that while ““baptism’”
is not essential to-salvation, it is necessary for obédience.” This:
is a puzzling and ridiculods ‘stdtement; in - view of obedience -
itself being the condition upon which: salvation’is granted.:-
Christ ““became the author of eternal salvatron unto all them
tliat ObeyHun » (Heb 5:9 o ‘T",‘ o

In that -Book of Acts, the “Book of conversmns;” rt cm.hmz
nbted :that ineach and every :conversion :acconnt:baptism:is-;
specifically: 'meéntioned. - We -urge ~‘the ‘#ader to review '
these; . and now - gwe them and the venses stressmg thed
baptism.: * 7 R L IEIIRE S Lol
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Those on Pentecost (Acts 2 : 37-38) Household of Cornehus
(Acts 10 47-48) L

The Samantans (Acts 8;: lZ) Household of Lydxa (Acts
16 : 14-15)

The Ethiopian Eunuch (Acts 8 35 39) Household of the
Jaifor (Acts 16 :30:3df
- Saul of Tarsus (Acts 9 18 22 16) The Connthnans (Acts
‘18 8)

Hav& you Wondered About the Puvpose of Bapt;sm ?

In Acts 2: 38, now 'completing the statement, we have
baptism eommanded, along: with repentarice, and the ‘expression
thete s "Baptxsm For tHé remission of sins.” The word “Fox*
means %in’ order’ to obtain, unto the end of” Remission of
Sins ! This is  thé fact so repeatedly denied in the  religious
world today. Yet, if any: had- doubts regarding Acts 238,
God Has provided other verses to help us see His truth.  God’s
w1sddm has’ provxded this, surely, go-that any. doubts remain-
itig after one passage is studied can be resolved as.one looks
into other verses on the samé’subject. i '

. In pursuing baptism’s purpose, we note ‘the followmg state-
ments of benefits received, and all of them -After the
baptism. Surely these are sufficient to show the .honest and
singere person that, baptism is: In Order ta be Saved '

- The- baptism-and then the salvation. .(Mark 16 : 15,16).
The bapiztsm-and puftm»g on of Chnst (Gal. 3 27) '

The baptxsm-and then remission. of sins. (Acts 2 38)
The baptlsm-and then salvatlon Q Pet 3 21) .

:The:* baptxsm-and then the newness of hfe (Rom.
63:4) .. oL aiol L N . S

"Look at these .verses, and remember that God has -made
it so, Not: Man ! 'Because .of the prominent false doctrine
that:man. is sayed by faith. “only,” and in support of that
doetrine, man has designed other purpéses for baptism. Some:
of these-are; “‘to: get in the: visible:chuirch,”? or “to jprofess faith
publicly,” or' “to- show out-wardly, -the-sign of God’s inward
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grace,” “etc.” A “tan’ could’ folfow ' ¢hat” d‘Gctrme, and g
through all of these, and never be scripturally baptlzed in” the
‘sight “of God.’ Baptismi‘is Foi” the Parpose of Ha;villg sins
Forg:ven' S A

T DI ARTET T =
viis ‘5(, [ETT

Ha.ve you Wondered about the Method of Baptlsm 2

- There.dre  three;proofs - that settle the - matxer-of b@;mm s .
“mode” or ‘“method.” (1) The word “baptnze” l;terally
means to “dip, plunge, submerge ” It then, by deﬁnmon,
refers to-imimersion:  (2)  In"the “New Testafent aceotints of
baptism;, where. the action .is :seen,immersion-is the pieture :
Jesus;:in -being - baptized, . “went..up; straightway:-eut. of.the
watér” | (Matt. :3:16) ‘and thg evangelist philip,and, the eunuch
fwent- down both into, the water, both Philip.and. the eunuch ;
and- he- baptized - him,,” then, both came. up.out of the water!
(fActs 8:1.38-39) It; - -then; " by: ,desenpt;wn, ;rmmers;on. (3)
Finally, as:-if to: lay »all:doubt.-to,rest;: God:: _has. told: .. us
thg action;: Twice |-A. Bu.nal— % We are- “b;;nedwlth Him” :in
being - -baptized... (Rom. .6 : 4¢ Col 5:2:5:12) .. Therefm‘e2 by
description and by express statemcqt the Lord shows oS that ,
baptlsm is by 1mmers10n !

Fmally, have you Wonderqd abou i r Gondl-
txon 2y

s T S AU L
This” is “fio pléd for ‘salvation ‘Based on“‘baptrsm alone

Iideed, man'iig-fiot saved by-anything ‘‘alone,”” ;but God "has
provided His ‘own aoction- to work . with man’s-action;in obey=
mg Him, in order for man to.have redemptlon When God
‘has prowded H1s love, His mércy, H’s longsuﬂ'enﬂ‘g, HIS Son
and His Word ; and “when Christ.-has | prov1ded “His 15ve, His
meréy; His:life, His:~death; His blopd and- His gospel, man
still must obey that gospel which is God’s power to save Him:
Rom. 1L:16) .

:'That obediencer. maust mchide 5fa1th éHeb; 8 ii ‘6), repen-
tance "(Acts 172 30)," confession” of-the Liofd (Rom.::107 10)
anid thenthe @nebaptism (Ephi 4 {:4)..1°Yes, there’s ofily One
baptism;and we’ve: seen ‘its -authority, necessity; 'purpose and
thethod.. " The - baptism ‘must be :gorrect’2 oni ™" these . ‘pointh;
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or -itis defective, and.not acceptable to God at-all'!":
We urge you to obey the gospel, fully and completely; fiow!
The churches of Chnst stand ready to ass1st you at any time,

J oseph—-—Tempted By Pof"f‘_har s
Wife -

_ Mark H Nunley .
.. The Bible tells us in many places that we are to overcome
_ ;temptatron and that the Lord will help . up to , overcome: tem-
{ptatron 1f we wrll let him,_ And a man in the Old Testament
that tells us so much about OVercommg temptatxon is I oseph.

After Joseph had been sold into slavery by his brothers, he
was sold to Potrphar who was the captam of Pharoah’s gua,rd
And whlle Joseph was, in. the household of Potaphar down m
fore And seemg thls, Potrphar made Joseph the overseer
of hrs own household, and therefore .God blessed Pouphar
both m the house and_ m the ﬁeld And the Bible -
tells _us, that Joseph was. a handsome yound ‘man.. And
in the course of time,. Potlphar s Wer began to notxce Jospeh,
and she one day asked him to. Tay w1th her, to. Whrch he ﬂatly
refused But she, not bemg content w1th that answer,
tempted hxm day after day to commrt fornxcatlon wrth her. T :
whlch Joseph always said “No » But oné day when Joseph
came mto the house to carry out hxs dutres, he and Potlphar ]
, wrfe were alone in the house And she. ‘grabbed a hold of ‘him
by the garment and 1ns1sted that he lay Wlth he,r to whlch
Joseph turned and ran from the house, thus leaving -his gar-
ment in her hand. And being furious at him and having her
ego deflated by him.no doubt, she; accused him:of what she had
been after the whole time. - And the result ‘was’ t‘hat Joseph
was: cast into prision, . . . R

" So we:seeJoseph as'a ‘man’ that had theimoral courage ther
inner :restraints to.say “‘no’> to the- temptatron 10" commit
fornication:: with: * Potiphar’s ‘wife. ° A#d> tHere ‘dre: three .
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things involved .in his : inner restramts that we: wamt to
';notrce.. SR :

Fitst, thesé ‘inner restramts were related to hrs early
teaching and training. Joseph had received an éarlier founida- -
tion which allowed him to withstand the temptation that was
set_before him, someone had told him that taking: his
master’s wife would be. “great wickédness™ (Gen 46 :0) His
early teaching and trammg,, dnrmg his childhood years had
taught him that the people of God ]ust don’t do those kind of
things, that such actlvxty is out of the question.. And this
should teach all of us that We as parents must ‘be training and
'teachmg and dlSClpl‘inmg our children so that they grow up :
ih the nurture and admonition of the Lord and are equlpped to
ovércome the temptations that are commg o

Second his 1nner restramts were related to God Besrdes
ca’lhng the act of commlttmg formcatron with Potlphar s, w1fe
' “great wickedness”, he also cdlled it “sin against God.” (Gen

"39-19) And it would be a sin agamst God to do such a thmg
~ Al through the Bible formcatron (whrch is ‘any unlawful or
llllClt “sexual mtercourse) has ‘been str'i‘ét‘ly condemned by
God. God ordains that' one ‘man and one woman’ commit
themselves toeach’ other for hfe, forsakmg all others (Gen 1:
24-25). And formcators w:ll have their part in “hell at ‘the
second coming (Rev 21 8) *So, knowmg that thrg act would
be sin against God kept J oseph from domg 1t And no matter
how " she pleaded N0 matter’ ‘what excuses she’ mlght ‘have
oﬁ'ered he still saw. it as “sin agamst God” and therefore
would' not do this thmg And this should teach us that we
need to brmg out motives, our ‘desirés, our will so ‘thuch” 'under
- the control of God that ‘everything whlch is 'sin 111 the
eyes of God is s1mply out of the questron for us. ‘to- do '

Third his inner restraints were. strengthened by hrsnght
act_lons. By saying “No’ and meaning it-the first time :that
he was tempted by Potiphar’s wife, he made it easier for-him-
self to. say ‘‘No” the other times that:she tempted him. ..And
it will -work the same. way for us. -The more we tesist some
temptation, the easier it becomes:to resist-it. The-more: we
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give in, the  harder .it is to say “No’* . to some sinful practich.
Besides that, by doing the right thing the first} time,* he
took himself out of that situation where the temptations
were present. If we stay away from certain places, if
we flee from certain people who tempt us, we “will find our-
selves facing fewer temptations than if we: stayed or went to
those places. We have hard enough time doing battle - with

and overcoming Satan without going to those places we know
he will be waiting for us.

So Joseph overcame the temptation that was placed before
him, and we need to heed the lessons that he teaches us as we
face temptation to sin. . :

‘Did You Know-?
That. Jesus Chl‘lSt is the most unique person who ever
llved? o ’

Of all the people who ever llVCd Jesus is the only person
who lived without sin, “Who did no sin, neither was gulle found
in His mouth.” I Peter 3 : 22.

When the Bible speaks of you and I, it says : “AIl have sin-
ned and have come short of thé glory of God.” Romans 3 23.
““As it is written there is none righteous, no not one.” . Romans
3:10.-Ofall the people that.ever lived, Jesus is the greatest
teacher the world has ever known. His teaching have: influe-

nced more people to do good than any other person and
His teachings will continue to influence the world as long as
it stands.

If every one in the world would follow His teachings,
there would be no wars, killing, stealing, cheating, lying,
adultery, etc. It would be like heaven on earth.

His influence is so great that history is dated accbrding to
His birth. More books are written about him than any
other person. His teachings have inspired the building of
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fiiore hospit'ais, schools, and other humanitarian projects thad
anyone in history.

Philippians 2 : 6-8 ;: Who being in the form of God, did
not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emp-
tied himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in the
likeness of men. And being found in human form He hum-
bled Himself and became obedient unto death, even the death
of the cross.

Matthew 8 : 20 : The foxes have holes, and the birds of
the auj have nest ;.but the Son of Man hath no where to lay
His head. ' ' '

These scriptures tell us that Jesus was at one time the
richest ‘person -in the universe, but gave up all this wealth
to become the poorest, so that He might. help all mankind.
Never before has one so poor and humble had so much infl-
uence on so many.

John 1:11: He came to His own (people) but His own
received Him not. He was called a traitor, blasphemer, an
enemy of God, and was crucified as a common criminal. But
to God He was without sin. Holy, righteous, the perfect
sacrifice for the sins of all mankind, and now sits on the right
hand of God offering .eternal salvation to all who will learn of
Him, believe in Him and obey His commandments. '

‘Would you like to learn more about Jesus Christ, the Son _
of God ? We would be happy to’ study with you or help you in
any way'we can, -
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Church of Christ
E-10 B, Defence Colony
:New Delhi - 110049

Church of Christ
Pathanapuram P.O.
Quilon (DT.)
Kerala State

Church of Christ
Churachandpur
Manipur

Church of Christ
GNT Road
Pozhal, Madras-600066

Church of Christ
953 Kalasiguda, Bolarum

Secunderabad 500010, A.P.

Hyderabad

Church of Christ

H. No. 1-9-312/5/2
Vidyanagar

Hyderabad 500044, A.P.

Church of Christ

160, Mukerjee Nagar,
Kingsway Camp,
Delhi-9.

Church of Christ
Opp. District Courts
Kannavarithota
Guntur 4, A.P.

hurch
A%i?&%cmry :

Church of Christ’
Mannur Post -
Jayempu-524131
Nellore Dist, A.P.
Church of Christ
37 M.S.O. Colony
Bansawadi Road
Bangalore-33
Church of Christ
9, Erran St. '
Pursawalkam
Madras-7

Church of Christ
35, Lock Street
Kottur,
Madras-600085
Church of Christ
Nongrim Hills
Shillong

Church of Christ
Ketti, P.O. Nilgiris
Tamil Nadu
Church of Christ
No. 50-753-177
Gooty Road
Kurnool-2 (A.P.)
Church of Christ
Pool Bagh Road
Vizianagaram-2.
Church of Christ
Vattapadam
Palankara -P. O.
Nilambur

Kerala State

Church of Christ G, Kondur (P.O.)
Via Kondapalli Krishna District, A.P.

s

These are but a few of the addresses of the churches of
Christ located in India. Contact the one nearest you for
Information about worship 'services, Bible Correspondence
Courses, and tracts, etc.
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