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Is Christianity AForeign Religion
Sometime we hear it said that Christianity is aforeign

Others have said that itreligion or that it is from the West,
is the white man’s religion. Of course those who make such

obviously the enemies of Christianity. Theys t a t e m e n t s a r e

suppose that the people are ignorant of where Christianity
from, and who it was intended for, and so they are will-c a m e

ing to use this kind of propoganda to stir up emotions and
feelings that will poison and prejudice their minds against the
religion of Christ.

Those who know the truth on these matters know that
Christ himself was born in the city of Bethlehem near Jerus-

(Matthew 1and 2). It was through the teachings ofa l e m .

Christ, his death, burial, and resurrection, and ascension to
heaven, and then the preaching of the gospel in Jerusalem,
that resulted in around 3000 people obeying the Lord and
being added to the church, that made it possible for the
religion of Christ or Christianity to have its beginning there
and to go out from there to all parts of the world. During
these past almost two thousand years Christianity has gone
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to all parts of the earth. It is spread through teaching and
good works only and is accepted on that basis.

Christianity has never belonged exclusively to
to any particular group of people. It concerns all and is for

If it is in the Western part of the world then it is because
people there have heard the word of the Lord, believed it,
obeyed it, and therefore they are Christians because of it. Most
of what we see there, however, is the result of the blending of
the teachings of man with the teachings of Christ. This is not
pleasing to the Lord at all. (Romans 16 ;17, 18). What he
wants is for one and all to accept his will and by doing so to be
Christians and Christians only (I Peter 4:16). There
in the West who are attempting to do just that.

o n e a r e a o r

a l l .

a r e s o m e

Whether Christianity is found in Asia, Africa, the islands
of the seas, or any other place in ihe world, it is there because
there are people in these places who believe that Christianity i:
what they need to change their lives and to discipline them
and to prepare them for the next life. Since Christianity
began in Asia then that means that the Christians of Asia in
the beginning took the message to the West.

I S

With the passing
of time, and with the people of the East drifting away from
the religion of Christ, then the believers of the West began
bring it back to the East. So those who have it take it to
those who are without it. That is the way it has always been
and no doubt this practice will continue.

t o

The Lord intended for all people everywhere to have the
opportunity to be Christians. He commanded the apostles
Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the

name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost :
Teaching them to observe
m a n d e d

all things whatsoever Ihave com-
you ;and, lo, Iam with you alway, even unto the

end of the world. (Matthew 28:19,20). Again, he said,
ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every

creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved ;
but he that believeth

G o

not shall be damned.” (Mark 16 :15, 16)'
Christianity, then, is for all people as long as time shall
continue. It must be taught and re-taught in every gener-
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ation. Therefore Christians have the responsibility in every
generation to take the gospel into all the world.

Again, we have the New Testament in written form and
Christ h imsel f descr ibed i t as the seed. (Luke 8: 11). That
means then that as the seed is spread throughout the world by
word of mouth or through literature then those who receive
it and obey it will become Christians. Here in India or
wherever the Lord’s word may be found it is possible for the
local people to read and study and obey its teaching on their
o w n

who want to do that, who has aright to say that they
shouldn’t or that they can’t ?Religion that is forced on a
people is worthless. Unless one has the freedom to decide
what he will be religiously then he has no freedom at all. If
he wants to reject and deny Christianity then that is his busi¬
ness. But if he wants to accept the religion of Christ then
he should be allowed the right to do so. That is real
f r e e d o m .

and without any outside help. And if there are those

Pure Christianity has no earthly head and neither does it
have an earthly headquarter. Rather, Christ is its head
(Colossians 1:18; Ephesians 1:22, 23) and he is in heaven.

For God so -loved the world, that he gave his only begotteni (

Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but
(John 3:16). “Then Peter opened hishave everlasting life,

mouth, and said. Of atruth Iperceive that God is no respecter
of persons : But in every nation he that feareth him, and
worketh righteousness, is accepted with him.” (Acts 10 :34,
35). “The Lord is not slack concerning, his promise, as some
men count slackness ;but is longsuffering to us-ward, not
willing that any should perish, but that all should come to

(2 Peter 3:9). Speaking of the Lord, Paul
Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto

5 >

repentance.
< <

says ,
the knowledge of the truth. (2 Timothy 2:4). Christianity

appeal because it deals with personal
> >

h a s u n i v e r s a l
n e e d s .

No one can exclusively claim Christ and his religion.
Neither should anyone feel that Christianity is Western relig-
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ion or an Eastern religion. Rather, it is international and
world wide for all people everywhere. On the other hand,
all many consider it local and personal, meeting their needs,
and at the same time leaving them with the responsibility of
taking it to others. Do not be afraid of it or oppose it. It
will not hurt you, your country, or anyone else. It is not
interested in politics, land, or in using force, that is, if it is the
true religion of Christ. Judge it not by those who bear it but
by its teachings and what it can do for you and others who
accept it. Before passing final judgment on it, at least be
honest enough to investigate it in order that you may see what
it is all about. If you will, surely you will,, change your
mind about i t .

u s s o e i a t e
^ e d i t o r i a l

Why IAm AChrist ian
Friends, through this article Iwould like to tell you why I

am aChristian. Ihope that you will read this article seriously
and thoughtfully, because Ihave some wonderful things to
tell you.

1. Iam aChristian because Ihave hope of being saved.
When Ifirst believed in Jesus Christ, and repented of my sins,
and owned him as my Lord by confessing him as the Son of
God, and was baptized (immersed in water) in the name of
Christ for the remission of my sins, according to the com¬
mands of the Lord Jesus Christ, as revealed to me in His word

(Mark 16 :16 ;Acts 2:38 ;Matthew 10 :32), then Igot the
assurance that my past sins were forgiven, and Iwas added by
the Lord to the body of the saved people. (Acts 2;47). Then,
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Ialso entered the race—the Christ ian race—and have
hope of winning the eternal prize. Apostle Paul explains this
in abetter way than I, hear him,
which run in arace run all, but one receiveth the prize ?So
run that ye may obtain, and every man that striveth for the
mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a
corruptible crown ;but we an incorruptible. Itherefore so run,

as uncertainly ;so fight 1, not as one that beateth the
(1 Corinthians 9:24-26). The writer of the book of

Hebrews also exhorts in these words, “Wherefore seeing we

Know ye not that they

n o t

a i r .

also are compassed about with so great acloud of witnessess
let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily beset
us, and let us run with patience the race that is set

(Hebrews 12:1). Therefore, being aChristian
and thus Ihave ahope that if Icon-

this race then in the end Iwill receive the
B u t I m u s t

b e f o r e u s .

I a m r u n n i n g i n a r a c e ,
t i n u e t o r u n

incorruptible crown as my prize from my Lord,
complete this race patiently and faithfully, because the Lord

Be thou faithful unto death, and Iwill give theehas said
acrown of life.” (Revelation 2:10).

2. Iam aChristian because Ihope Jesus is coming
He has gone to prepare aplace in heaven for me anda g a i n ,

for all faithful Christians, and one day he will come back, and
he will take me and other Christians with him and we will
live with him forever in heavenly mansions.
Iread, in John 14 :1-3, Jesus promised to his disciples, “Let
not your heart be troubled :

In my Father’s house are many mansions :if it
were not so, Iwould have told you. Igo to prepare aplace
for you. And if Igo and prepare aplace for you, Iwill come
again, and receive you unto myself ;that where Iam, there
ye may be also.” So Iam aChristian because Iknow Jesus
is coming again, and even if Idie before his return, Iknow
Iwill rise again by his power when he will return. In 1Thess-
alonians 4:13-18, Apostle Paul exhorted Christians by saying.

I r e m e m b e r, a s

ye believe in God, believe also
i n m e .

“But Iwould not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concern¬
ing them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others
which have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and
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rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God
bring with him. For this we say unto you by the word of the
Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of
the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. For the
Lord himself shall descend from heaven with ashout, with the
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God ;and the
dead in Christ shall rise first :Then we which are alive and
remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to
meet the Lord in the air :and so shall we ever be with
the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these
w o r d s .

3. Iam aChristian because Ihope, that when Jesus will
take me with him, Iwill live with God, in heaven, forever.
There Iwill lack nothing because Iwill live in the presence of
God every second through all eternity. This assurance also
comes to me from the pages of God’s word. Jesus Christ him¬
self revealed this fact to Apostle John, who later wrote, “And
Iheard agreat voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabern¬
acle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they
shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and
be their God. And God shall wipe away all tears from their
eyes ;and there shall be no more death, neither
crying, neither shall there be any more pain :for the former
things are passed away.” (Revelation 21 :3,4).

s o r r o w , n o r

ARE YOU ACHRISTIAN ?If not, then you have no
hope, you are lost in your sins !There will be no hope for you
to be saved when Jesus comes back. There is no hope for you
to receive the crown of life, the eternal life, because you have
not even entered the race by completing the conditions set
forth by the Lord.

If you are not aChristian then you cannot sincerely hope
for Jesus’ return, but you live in fear. Because when The
Lord will come back, he will not only take bis people with him,
but he will also punish with everlasting destruction all those
who obey not his commands upon this earth. Again, Apostle
Paul said,
heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire taking venge-

c <

When the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from
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ance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gos¬
pel of our Lord Jesus Christ :Who shall be punished with ever¬
lasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and
from the glory of his power.” (II Thessalonians 1:7-9).

My friend, if you are not aChristian then you do not have
hope to live with God in heaven forever. But you are going
to face the EVERLASTING DESTRUCTION !Did you hear
this ?Iask you to consider these things seriously, because it
is the matter of eternal life and eternal death !

Then why not become aChristian by believing in Jesus
Christ, and repenting of your sins, and confessing Jesus as
your Lord, and by being baptized for the remission of your
sins ?(Mark 16 :16 ;Acts 2:38 ;Matthew 10 :32). Then
you can live as aChristian based upon the teachings
o f J e s u s C h r i s t a s f o u n d i n t h e N e w Te s t a m e n t . T h e n

you can die as aChristian, and one day when the Lord will
come back, you will rise again as aChristian, ready to go
with the Lord to your eternal home in heaven. Lastly, Iurge
you, once again, to kindly think upon these things
ser iously.

Prepare To Meet God
M i k e S i n a P i a d e s

Toward the end of the Old Testament, God gave astern
warning to His people through the prophet Amos :
Prepare to meet thy God
time for preparation, but after that comes the time for reckon¬
ing and recompence. In view of the certainty of this meeting
why not prepare ourselves for Heaven ?After all, Heaven is
aprepared place for prepared people, Christ stated, "T am
t h e w a y
(Jn. 14:6), and since “all authority hath been given unto
(Him) in Heaven and on earth” (Matt. 28:18), let us turn
to Him for proper guidance and advice.

I. Preparation Through Faith :

< <

(Amos 4:10). There is a

no man cometh to the Father but by me
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The Hebrew writer points out ;“Faith is the substance
(ground, or confidence) of things hoped for the evidence of
things not seen.” Afew verses later he adds, “Without
faith it is impossible to please God
No matter what you say or do, no matter what kind of
exemplary life you may live, unless you have faith you
cannot please God. But what is faith?

Faith is believing in the existence of God; but it is more
than that. It is also faith in Jesus as the Son of God, faith in
the redemptive work which God Himself performed on the
cross; faith in the atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ; faith in the
Word of Christ as the Inspired Word of God. Faith is not
personal opinions but guiding precepts derived from the
nfallible Word of God the Bible.

(Heb. 11:1, 6).

Of the importance of faith Paul states: “Being therefore
justified by faith, we have peace with God through
Lord Jesus Christ.

o u r

(Rom. 5:1). But faith, to be a
saving faith, must of necessity be an obedient faith. Once
again we read in the Word of God, And being made
perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation
all them THAT OBEY HIM” (Heb. 5:9emphasis
M.S.). The apostle James so logically points out, “Thou
believest that there is one God: thou doest well :the
devils also believe, and tremble. But wilt thou know, O
vain man, that faith without works, (works here
obedient faith) is dead ?Was not Abraham our father
justified by works, when he offered Isaac his
the altar?” (Jam. 2:19-22).

u n t o

o u r s

m e a n s

s o n u p o n
Yes, we must prepare ourselves

to meet our God, and the first step in this preparation is our
genuine belief in Him. Since faith comes by hearing God’s
Word (Rm. 10:17), let us diligently begin studying His Word.
II. Preparation Through Repentance :

The philosophy of asuccessful coach was summed up in
this motto, “Prior preparation prevents poor performance.”
Our Lord taught the lesson of preparation in many of His
statements, none better perhaps than in the parable of the ten
virgins (Malt. 25:1-13).
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Before the purchase of anything the need for such must
first be felt. Similarly, before we repent we must see, realize
and accept our wrongs. The truth of the matter is that when
we commit asin we hurl an insult against God. Therefore,
before we can receive His gracious forgiveness, sincere
repentance from our past sins must be experienced.

Often men think of repentance as aburden placed upon
them, arigid requirement, alaw to be obeyed before
they can enjoy pardon, when in reality they should
consider repentance aprivilege and ablessing granted
by the grace of God. Repentance therefore is far from aheavy
yoke around our neck. Another thing repentance is not is
that of afew tears, shed mostly because we have been caught.
In order for such tears to be profitable, the understanding
must first exist that every sin committed yield an evil influence
upon oui character to be followed by evil consequences in our
lives. And since the effects of sin are always damaging, the
divine requirement for repentance is not for God’s personal
gain but for our own betterment.

What is Repentance ?True repentance is not just being
sorry, even godly sorrow leads to it but is not itself repentance
(II Cor. 7:9). Repentance, to be acceptable to God and of
benefit to man, must have achange of mind followed by
reformation of life. Repentance without reformation is like
continual pumping in aship without stopping ,^the leaks.
When therefore our Lord stated :exceptjye repent ye shall
all likewise perish” (Lk. 13 3), He simply was asking for
achange of mind and life. In the New Testament the word
repentance comes from the Greek word metanoeo, literally
meaning “to have another mind”, for areal change of mind
will lead to achange of life. Consider this final thought:

Ihave no pleasure in the death of
the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and
live ;turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways
33:11). In the true and genuine repentance anything less than
change of mind and life is acheap substitute.

Say unto them

(Ezek.
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HI. Preparation Through Confession
W h o S o e v e r s h a l l c o n f e s s

that Jesus is the Son of God, God abideth in him, and he
in God.” In the gospel of John we also read, ‘‘Nevertheless
even of the rulers many believed on him; but because
of the Pharisees they did not confess him, lest they
should be put out of the synagogue; for they loved the
praise of men more than the praise of God” (Jn. 12:42,
43). In these two statements we detect the way of life and the
way of death. ‘‘One is agreat affirmation of faith; the other

base denial of the only Saviour of mankind.” In Matt.
10:32, 33 we read, ‘Everyone therefore who shall confess
me before men, him will Ialso confess before my
Father Who is in Heaven. But whosoever shall deny
me before men, him Ialso deny before my Father who
i s i n H e a v e n .

In IJohn 4:15 we read.

a

As one studies very carefully the requirement for confess¬
ing Christ publicly, and importance which the Holy Spirit
places such, one concludes that confession and salvation are
truly inseparable. Confessing Jesus Christ always has played
avery important pait in the life of the Church :In the early
ages, ‘‘the blood of the martyrs was shed because of the
supreme confession.” Even Jesus Himself ‘‘before Pontius
Pilate witnessed this good confession” (I Tim. 6:13) at the
expense of his own life.

The pages of the New Testament abound in testimony of
the beautiful confessions made by the early Christians. In
fact, ‘‘ in expressing their faith. His early followers put into
words the only acceptable creed of the church.” The Ethiopian
nobleman said to Philip, ‘‘I believe that Jesus Christ is the
Son of God.” (Acts 8:37). “Thou art the Christ,”was Simon
Peter ’s statement, “The Son of the l iving God” (Matt.
16:16). Martha stated, “I believe that thou art the Christ,
the Son of God” (John 11:27).

In addition to acknowledging Christ as the Son of God
by word of mouth, the New Testament further shows confess¬
ion to be away of life, which was and is arequirement of all
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baptized believers. The apostle Paul instructed, “Hold fast
the profession of our faith without wavering
10:23). Certainly there will be no joy among sinners as they
will be forced to confess Him in the last day. Man’s privilege
of confessing Christ is given to him—before the grave. We
may confess Him now by choice; later, “Every tongue shall
confess that Jesns is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father’* (Phil. 2:11).

IV. Preparation Through Baptism :
Our Lord stated :“If ye love me, keep my

mandments’’(Jn. 14:15), of which baptism is one of them*
If we truly desire salvation. He told us to believe in him
(Heb. 11:6), to repent of our past sins (Lk. 13:3), to confess
His name before men (Matt. 10:32, 33), and to be baptized.
His very words in fact are :“He that believeth and is bap¬
tized shall be saved, he that believeth not shall be
damned’’ (Mark 16:16).

(Heb,

c o m -

For the serious student of the Word of God
this question :Does faith, repentance or even confession of
Christ’s name save ?Certainly not.
precious blood of Christ. Please think seriously on this.
Similarly, does baptism within itself save ?Certainly not, it
is the blood of Christ that saves. Then why do we have to be
baptized ?For the same reason that we have to believe, repent
and confess His precious name before we are saved. Since
Christ is our Saviour, and the only way (Jn. 14:6), then
come to Him we must “travel” the very way He has appointed.
Part of this “road” involves baptism in the
Father the Son and the Holy Spirit” (Matt. 28:19).

w e r a i s e

That which saves is the

t o

‘name of the

There is abeautiful passage tucked in the book of
Numbers 22:18 which states. If Balak would give me
his house full of silver, and gold, Icannot go beyond
the word of the Lord my God, to do less
most significant point in this verse is the man’s attitude toward
his God, “I cannot.

o r m o r e . ” T h e

do less or more,
being baptized into Christ this is the attitude all of us should

I n t h e a r e a o f
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employ and leave the endless arguments alone. The Lord
emphatically and categorically stated :
and is baptized shall be saved
else can you understand from this passage except that in the
spiritual union of faith and baptism the offspring is always
s a l v a t i o n .

V. Preparat ion Through Fai thfu lness :

H e t h a t b e l i e v e t h( (

i t

(Mk. 16:16). What

After aperson has obeyed the Gospel, he then needs to
Leave the principle of the doctr ine

a n d o f f a i t h
o f repentance

(and) bapt ism” and cont inue on
unto perfection.” (Heb. 6:1,2). In the words of our Lord,
“Be thou fa i thfu l l unto death, and Iwi l l g ive you the
crown of life” (Rev. 2:10) Too many believers, because the
Lord did not say be thou perfect unto death, they continue
to “believe”, but fail to strive unto perfection. But what
does it mean to be “faithful unto death ?” For after all,
these words of our Redeemer, imply that asacred trust has
been confided to our keeping.

Faithfulness is the diligent abiding within the Lord’s
Word (Jn. 8:31). Else, the Lord will have no fellowship with
those “who draw back.” (Heb. 10:38). There is adire need
for all believers to continue learning of Christ to continue in
His love so that we may continue in its power. Again, faithfull-
ness involves the spirit of sacrifice, and at times, the sacrifice
of even those which are the nearest and dearest to ourselves
(Lk. 14:33). Paul, more than any one else understood the
meaning of these words when he stated :“But what things
were gain to me, those Icounted loss for Christ. Yea
doubtless, and 1count all things but loss for the
excellency of the knowledge of Christ my Lord :for
whom Ihave su f fe red the loss o f a l l th ings , and do
count them but dung, that Imay win Christ” (Phil.
3:7,8). “A man had better not attempt this discipleship who
is not satisfied with everything which promotes it.

Asublime revelation is given to us by Paul in Ephesians
2:8-10. This passage clearly states, that we are saved by

j J
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God’s grace and not by our works. But while our works will
not save us, the presence of such in our lives will loudly
proclaim the assurance of our salvation. Notice carefully
tenth verse :“For we are his workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before
ordained that we should walk in them.

t h e

W h i l e G o d
does not save man for his good works. He saves them unto
good works. When men hear of salvation irrespective of
works they are apt to fancy that works are of little use, and
do not need to be carefully attended to. On the contrary, they
are part of the Divine decree, and if we are not living alife
of good works, we have no reason to believe that we have
been saved by grace. Faithfulness then is fruit bearing in
the vineyard of the Lord (Jn. 15:8). As the fruits of the
Spirit were abundantly manifested in the life ef Christ,
will they be in the lives of those who are His disciples (Phil.
1:11). To “be faithful unto death,
conforming attitude toward this world (Rom. 12:2).
we are in the world we should not

s o

also means the non-
W h i l e

love the world, neither
the things that are in the world 9 f . (I Jn. 2:15). Keeping
ourselves pure and unspotted from this present age is another
aspect of our being faithful to him unto death (Jam. 1:27;
ITim. 5;22). Finally, and by no means we have exhausted
the subject, faithfulness unto death is the increase of
knowledge of God (Col. 1:10), the increase
(2 Cor. 10-15) the increase

o u r

of our faith
in righteousness (2 Cor. 9:10) and
the brethren

(1 Ines. 3:12). as wel l as al l m e n

mercy, has provided the way of
salvation through the blood of His own dear Son. He offers
this salvation freely to all, without respect of persons; but He
does not force it upon those who do not care. Rather. He
offers salvation to all who will come and receive on His
simpl̂ e terms of faith, repentance, confession, baptism and a
taithfull life, realizing that in this way we Prepare ToMeet God.

God, in His infinite
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Eating Yourself To Hell> 16 (

T h o m a s F . E a v e s

In teaching God’s will concerning worship it is entirely
possible to overemphasize the overt act and neglect the
purposes or the manner in which it is to be engaged. The
same book, the Bible, which tells us what to do as we worship,
also instructs us how we are to worship. Acceptable worship
depends on more than just participating in the outward form,
i.e., singing words, uttering prayers, eating unleavened bread,
and drinking fruit of the vine, etc., Acceptable worship in
God’s sight is that which originates from the inner man as
Jesus taught in John 4:24, “God is aSpirit :and they that
worship him must worship in spirit and truth.”

From God’s word we read that when Jesus instituted the
took bread, and blessed, and brake it; andLord’s supper he

he gave to the disciples and said, take !eat; this is my body.
And he took acup, and gave thanks, and gave to them
saying. Drink ye all of it; for this is my blood of the covenant,
which is poured out for many unto remission of sins,
say unto you, Ishall not drink henceforth of this fruit of the
vine, until that day when Idrink it new with you in my

(Matthew 26:26-29) The elements to

( (

B u t I

» >

Father’s Kingdom,
be used in this memorial feast are already identified; bread
(v. 26), and the cup (v. 27), which is the fruit of the vine
(V. 28).

The Apostle Paul in ICorinthians 11:23-34 wrote to the
Corinthian Christians and identified the elements to be used
in the supper and the purpose of the observance. (The bread
V. 24, and the cup which could be drunk (v. 25), i.e-, the fruit
of the vine.) According to the Apostle Paul the Lord ssupper
is to be observed for three purposes :

1. To Remember Jesus, ICorinthians 11:24-25.
2. To Proclaim his death, ICorinthians 11:26.
3. Looking for his return, ICorinthians 11:26.

In addition to these instructions the apostle also warns
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against partaking of the Lord’s supper in an unworthy manner
without discerning the body of Jesus. (I Corinthians 11:27-

29) Paul’s language is very strong, whoever eat the bread or
drinks the cup in an unworthy manner shall be guilty of the
body and blood of the world’s Savior. Again, if we do not
discern the body of Jesus when we partake of the Lord’s
supper we eat and drink damnation to ourselves. These Bib¬
lical truths must not be recognized by many who are members
of the body of Christ since their conduct during this great
memorial feast is sadly lacking in reverence. Has this feast
been relegated to the point of “just something to do to be
obedient ?’’ When questioned concerning the conduct of some
who talk, entertain children, laugh, write notes, chew chewing
gum, and generally conduct themselves as if they were attend¬
ing some sporting event, one of my high school students

T h i s i s

o r

they are eating themselves into Hell.Stated,
excellent commentary on ICorinthians 11 :27 and 29.

( i

Let’s continue to teach God’s word concerning the
Lord’s supper :

1. Observe on the first day of the week. Acts 20:7.
2. Elements to be used in this memorial feast are bread

and fruit of the vine, and both are to be given to
the worshipper, Matthew 26:27-29, ICorinthians
11:23-29.

3. It is to be observed in the memory of Jesus, I
C o r i n t h i a n s 11 : 2 4 - 2 5 .

4. It proclaims the Lord’s death, ICorinthians 11:26.
5. Looks forward till His return, ICorinthians 11:26.

BUT, let us also teach that for worship to be acceptable
it must be in spirit and truth which necessitates reve-
rance and worship from the heart. To do otherwise in
regard to the Lord’s supper is to “eat ourselves into Hell.

> »
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Understanding The Bible
Dick Cupp

Have you ever wondered why so many people read the
Bible and understand it (or misunderstand it) in so many dif¬
ferent ways ?And on the other hand, some give up studying,
saying that they can’t understand it at all. Still others under¬
stand its message, but for some reason it doesn’t affect their
l i v e s .

s a m e

The reason may be that we don’t approach the study of
the Bible with the proper attitude, or with the proper under¬
standing of certain basic truths about the Bible we’re study¬
ing. If our Bible study isn’t based on asolid foundation, it
will be to little avail.

W. Robert Palmer, in his book, “How To Understand the
suggests nine basic truths about the Bible that shouldBible,

be the foundation of our study of it. I’d like for you to
consider them very carefully before you sit down with
B i b l e .

y o u r

God has spoken. The entire Bible is based on this
truth, and so must our study be. God spoke, and the world,
and all its creatures came into being (Genesis 1). After
creating mankind, God communicated with His creation by
speaking to him :first through the prophets (Hebrews 1:1),
and in these days through His Son (Hebrews 1:2).
This divine communication—God speaking to us—is the
Bible.

T h e B i b l e i s a r e v e l a t i o n o f H i s w i l l . T h e B i b l e
is not man’s effort to reach up to God but God’s effort to
reach down to mankind—with amessage. (See 2Peter
1 : 2 1 ) .

The Bible has been accurately translated. Although
there are some ultramodern versions of the Bible that are in
some instances untrustworthy, because of the bias or the
unscholarliness of the translater, there remains with us certain
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basic versions of the Bible that are dependable translations
of the original scriptures (which were written in Hebrew,
Aramaic and Greek), Among the giants and most trusted
of these translations are the King James Version (1611) and
the American Standard Version (1901).

The Bibls is infallible. It was witten by inspired men,
and therefore we can trust the message implicitly. Any
c o n f u s i o n

comes not from the word of God, but from the mind of
m a n .

contradiction in the religious worlde r r o r o r

Archeology, arelatively new but avastly important and
widely accepted science, is turning up thousands of discoveries
from hundreds of diggings in Bible-oriented lands that not
only do not discredit, bu tmany times tend to prove the Bible
account. Archeology is lending testimony to the veracity and
authenticity of the Bible.

The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul :the
testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple.
(Psalms 19 :7)

The Bible is complete and final. The Bible is sufficient
for our needs ;it leaves nothing to be desired for our know¬
ledge of life in this world and in the world to come. It is not
just akey to truth ;it is truth. It is, as Jude said, “The faith
which was once delivered to the saints.” (Jude 3) (See also 2
Timothy 3:16-17 and Galatians 1:6-9).

The Bible is intelligible. It’s not amagical charm or
blessing ;it’s not something to be framed or displayed on a
table ;it is amessage from the mind of God to the mind of
man. (Romans 15:4)

The Bib le, then can be understood through man’s
reasoning power. The mind is not our God but the mind
should be used to know God. Romans 10 :17 ;Ephesians
3:4;2Timothy 2:7, 15.

The Bible, when rightly understood, is authoritative.

( (
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The Bible Can be wrongly understood, or misunderstood,
because of prejudice, pre-conceived notions, etc. (See 2Peter
3:16 and Matthew 13 :14-15) But when we study it with an
open mind, and we understand its message to us, that message
carries the full authority of God behind it.

T h e a u t h o r i t y o f t h e B i b l e d e m a n d s s u b m i s s i o n
(obedience). As we hold the Bible in our hands, we stand
b e f o r e G o d Who will render to every man according
to his deeds :to them who by patience continuance in well
doing seek for glory, and honour and immortality, eternal life :
but unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth,
but obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath, tribulation
and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the
Jew first, and also of the Gentile.” (Romans 2;6-9)

( (

When one begins to rebel against the truth even while in
the process of studying it, he will soon lose his understanding
of it—it will become meaningless to him. Only as we accept
the Bible as authority, and submit ourselves to that authority,
will we come to have aproper understanding and appreciation
of i t .

The Bible is God’s word; it is speaking to you. You must
now submit yourself to its outhority by obeying its precepts
a n d c o m m a n d s .

Have You Wondered-About
Baptism ?
W. N. Jackson

Have you, been baptized into Christ ?Have you been
baptized in the manner specified by our Lord ?Was your bap¬
tism for the express purpose given by our Lord in the
New Testament ?And, if you have never been baptized,
is it because you feel that it is not essential, not neces¬
sary ?Do you feel that there’s so much controversy on the
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subject that God’s will just cannot be seen ?These are vital
questions, and it is our purpose to help you see God’s truth on
baptism, and to invite you to examine yourself in the light of
t h i s t r u t h .

Baptism is indeed one of the hotly—disputed issues in the
religious world. In our approach to the subject, we need to
ask, “Has God given us sufficient information on the matter ?”
If not, then man is left to his own devices, to do his own
pleasure in the matter, and the dispute will continue to rage.
If God has given us the needed information, man is obligated
to know it and respond obediently to it. Long ago Moses
declared that the secret things belong to God, “but those
things which are revealed belong unto us...” (Deut. 29:29)
In examining the New Testament, we find that the word “bap¬
tize” or one of it forms appears over 75 times !Clearly, God
has revealed the subject to us !We wish now to deal with
some questions on the matter.

Have you Wondered About the Authority Behind
Baptism ?

Authority is supremely important in religion. We arc
subject to the Lord’s authority, and one day will answer to the
authority of His Word in judgement. (John 12 :48) During
the Lord’s ministry, he once centered on the authority behind
baptism-John’s baptism at the time-and asked, “The baptism
of John, whence was it ?From Heaven, or of men ?” (Matt.
21 :25) Insincere men, knowing they were caught in atrap of
their own making, since they had brought up the matter of
authority in the first place, replied that they could not answer.
They knew the baptism of John was from Heaven !

We’re plainly told that John was sent from God (John 1:6)
and that he was filled with the Holy Spirit (Luke 1:5). His
message, then, was indeed from Heaven !And on the specific
point of his baptism, we’re told that
lawyers rejected The Counsel of God against themselves,
being not baptized of him.” (Luke 7:30) Upon meeting with
his disciples just before he ascended, the Lord gave them the

( C t h e P h a r i s e e s a n d
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charge to go and teach all nations, "baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.
(Matt. 28 :19) This also showed the authority behind the
baptism-the authority of God !So reader, let no man lead
you astray and cause you to believe that baptism is an unimpor¬
tant, man-made device resting only in man’s merit.

Have you Wondered Abou t the Necess i t y o f
Baptism ?

We have seen that the one who first taught baptism was
sent from God, was filled with the Holy Spirit, and taught the
counsel of God on baptism. John’s baptism, when preseded
by belief in his message, repentance from sin, and confession
of those sins, was FOR the remission of sins !(Mark 1:4)
In the Lord’s giving the Great Commission, he stated that
upon the gospel’s being preached that "He that believeth and is
baptized shall be saved.’’ (Mark 16 :15-16) The book of
Acts tells of the apostles going forth to carry out that commis¬
sion. Upon the preaching of the gospel for the very first time
in the name of the resurrected Lord, those who believed and
asked for instructions (Acts 2:37) were told to “Repent, and
be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ

(v. 38) Thus, it was necessary that men, under the
preaching |^of John, to be baptized, and it was necessary for
every one” there in Acts 2to be baptized.

Here, the man-made creeds enter in. One of them, still in
use in aprominent denomination, states that while "baptism
is not essential to salvation, it is necessary for obedience.” This
is apuzzling and ridiculous statement, in view of obedience
itself being the condition upon which salvation is granted.
Christ “became the author of eternal salvation unto all them

that Obey Him.” (Heb. 5:9)

In that Book of Acts, the “Book of Conversions,” it can be
noted that in each and every conversion account baptism is
specifically mentioned. We urge the reader to review
these, and now give them and the verses stressing the
baptism ;

9 9

9 i
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Those on Pentecost (Acts 2:37-38) Household of Cornelius
(Acts 10 :47-48)

The Samaritans (Acts 8:12) Household of Lydia (Acts
16 :14-15)

The Ethiopian Eunuch (Acts 8:35-39) Household of the
Jailor (Acts 16 :30-34)

Saul of Tarsus (Acts 9:18 ;22 :16) The Corinthians (Acts
18 :8)

Have you Wondered About the Purpose of Baptism ?
In Acts 2:38, now completing the statement, we have

baptism commanded, along with repentance, and the expression
there is “baptism For the remission of sins.” The word “For”
means “in order to obtain, unto the end of” Remission of
Sins !This is the fact so repeatedly denied in the religious
world today. Yet, if any had doubts regarding Acts 2:38,
God has provided other verses to help us see His truth. God’s
wisdom has provided this, surely, so that any doubts remain¬
ing after one passage is studied can be resolved as one looks
into other verses on the same subject.

In pursuing baptism’s purpose, we note the following state¬
ments of benefits received, and al l of them After the
baptism. Surely these are sufficient to show the honest and
sincere person that baptism is In Order to be Saved

The baptism-and then the salvation. (Mark 16 :15,16).
The baptism-and putting on of Christ (Gal. 3:27)

The baptism-and then remission of sins. (Acts 2:38) :
The baptism-and then salvation. (1 Pet. 3:21)

The baptism-and then the newness of life, (Rom.
6 : 4 )

Look at these verses, and remember that God has made
it so. Not Man !Because of the prominent false doctrine
that man is saved by faith “only,” and in support of that
doctrine, man has designed other purposes for baptism. Some
of these are, “to get in the visible church,” or “to profess faith
publicly,” or “to show out-wardly the sign of God’s inward
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grace,” etc. Aman could fol low that doctr ine, and go
through all of these, and never be scripturaliy baptized in the
sight of God. Baptism is For the Purpose of Having sins
Forgiven !

Have you Wondered about the Method of Baptism ?
There are three proofs that settle the matter of baptism’s

mode” or “method.” (I) The word “baptize” literally
means to “dip, plunge, submerge.” It then, by definition,
refers to immersion. (2) In the New Testament accounts of
baptism, where the action is seen, immersion is the picture :
Jesus, in being baptized, “went up straightway out of the
water” (Matt. 3:16) and the evangelist philip and the eunuch
“went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch ;
and he baptized him,,” then both came up out of the water !
(Acts 8:38-39) It then, by description, is immersion. (3)
Finally, as if to lay all doubt to rest, God has told us
the action. Twice !-A Burial !We are “buried with Him” in
being baptized. (Rom. 6:4Col. 2:12) Therefore, by
description and by express statement the Lord shows us that
baptism is by immersion !

Finally, have you Wondered about your Condi-

C i

t i o u ?

> 9

This is no plea for salvation based on “baptism alone.
Indeed, man is not saved by anything “alone,” but God has
provided His own action to work with man’s action in obey¬
ing Him, in order for man to have redemption. When God
has provided His love. His mercy. His longsuffering. His Son
and His Word ;and when Christ 'has provided His love, His
mercy, His life. His death. His blood and His gospel, man
still must obey that gospel which is God’s power to save Him.
( R o m . 1 : 1 6 )

That obedience must include faith (Heb. 11 :6), repen¬
tance (Acts 17 :30), confession of the Lord (Rom. 10 :10)
and then the One baptism (Eph. 4;4). Yes, there’s only One
baptism, and we’ve seen its authority, necessity, purpose and
method. The baptism must be correct on these points,
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or it is defective, and not acceptable to God at all !
We urge you to obey the gospel, fully and completely, now!

The churches of Christ stand ready to assist you at any time,
day or night !

Joseph-Tempted By Potiphar’s
W i f e

Mark H. Nunley
The Bible tells us in many places that we are to overcome

temptation and that the Lord will help up to overcome tem¬
ptation if we will let him. And aman in the Old Testament
that tells us so much about overcoming temptation is Joseph.

After Joseph had been sold into slavery by his brothers, he
was sold to Potiphar who was the captain of Pharoah’s guard.
And while Joseph was in the household of Potiphar down in
Egypt) God blessed Joseph and he was very prosperous there¬
fore. And seeing this, Potiphar made Joseph the overseer
of his own household, and therefore God blessed Potiphar
both in the hou.se and in the field. And the Bible
tells us that Joseph was ahandsome yound man. And
in the course of time, Potiphar’s wife began to notice Jospeh,
and she one day asked him to lay with her, to which he flatly
refused. But she. not being content with that answer,
tempted him day after day to commit fornication with her. To
which Joseph always said “No.” But one day when Joseph
came into the house to carry out his duties, he and Potiphar’s
wife were alone in the house. And she grabbed ahold of him
by the garment and insisted that he lay with her, to which
Joseph turned and ran from the house, thus leaving his gar¬
ment in her hand. And being furious at him and having her
ego deflated by him no doubt, she accused him of what she had
been after the whole time. And the result was that Joseph
was cast into prision.

So we see Joseph as aman that had the moral courage, the
inner restraints to say “no
fornication with Potiphar’s wife.

to the temptation to commit
And there are three
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things involved in his inner restraints that we want to
n o t i c e :

First, these inner restraints were related to his early
teaching and training. Joseph had received an earlier founda¬
tion which allowed him to withstand the temptation that was
set before him. Someone had told him that taking his
master’s wife would be “great wickedness.” (Gen. 39 :9) His
early teaching and training during his childhood years had
taught him that the people of God just don’t do those kind of
things, that such activity is out of the question. And this
should teach all of us that we as parents must be training and
teaching and disciplining our children so that they grow up
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord and are equipped to
overcome the temptations that are coming.

Second, his inner restraints were related to God. Besides
calling the act of committing fornication with Potiphar’s wife

great wickedness”, he also called it “sin against God.” (Gen.
39 :9) And it would be asin against God to do such athing.
All through the Bible fornication (which is any unlawful or
illicit sexual intercourse) has been strictly condemned by
G o d . G o d o r d a i n s t h a t o n e m a n a n d o n e w o m a n c o m m i t

themselves to each other for life, forsaking all others (Gen. 1:
24-25). And fornicators will have their part in hell at the
second coming (Rev. 21 :8). So knowing that this act would
be sin against God kept Joseph from doing it. And no matter
how she pleaded, no m.atter what excuses she might have
offered, he still saw it as “sin against God” and therefore
would not do this thing. And this should teach us that we
need to bring our motives, our desires, our will so much under
the control of God that everything which is sin in the
eyes of God is simply out of the question for us to do.

Third, his inner restraints were strengthened by his right
actions. By saying “No” and meaning it the first time that
he was tempted by Potiphar’s wife, he made it easier for him¬
self to say “No” the other times that she tempted him. And
it will work the same way for us. The more we resist some
temptation, the easier it becomes to resist it. The more we

6 <



2 5

give in, the harder it is to say “No
Besides that, by doing the right thing the first’’time,* he
took himself out of ihat situation where the temptations
were present. I f we stay away from certain places, i f
we flee from certain people who tempt us, we will find our¬
selves facing fewer temptations than if we stayed or went to
those places. We have hard enough time doing battle with
and overcoming Satan without going to those places we know
he will be waiting for us.

So Joseph overcame the temptation that was placed before
him, and we need to heed the lessons that he teaches us as we
face temptation to sin.

to some sinful practich.

D id You Know ?

That Jesus Christ is the most unique person who ever
l i ved ?

Of all the people who ever lived Jesus is the only person
who lived without sin. “Who did no sin, neither was guile found
i n H i s m o u t h . ” I P e t e r 3 ; 2 2 .

When the Bible speaks of you and I, it says :“All have sin¬
ned and have come short of the glory of God.” Romans 3:23.

R o m a n s

3:10. Of all the people that ever lived, Jesus is the greatest
teacher the world has ever known. His teaching have influe¬
nced more people to do good than any other person and
His teachings will continue to influence the world as long as
i t s t a n d s .

If every one in the world would follow His teachings,
there would be no wars, killing, stealing, cheating, lying,
adultery, etc. It would be like heaven on earth.

His influence is so great that history is dated according to
His birth. More books are written about him than
other person. His teachings have inspired the building of

As it is written there is none righteous, no not one.

a n y
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iiore hospitals, schools, and other humanitarian projects than
anyone in history.

Philippians 2:6-8: Who being in the form of God, did
not count equality with God athing to be grasped, but emp¬
tied himself, taking the form of aservant, being born in the
likeness of men. And being found in human form He hum¬
bled Himself and became obedient unto death, even the death
of the cross.

Matthew 8:20 :The foxes have holes, and the birds of
the air have nest ;but the Son of Man hath no where to lay
H i s h e a d .

These scriptures tell us that Jesus was at one time the
richest person in the universe, but gave up all this wealth
to become the poorest, so that He might help all mankind.
Never before has one so poor and humble had so much infl¬
u e n c e o n s o m a n y .

John 1:11: He came to His own (people) but His own
received Him not. He was called atraitor, blasphemer, an
enemy of God, and was crucified as acommon criminal,
to God He was without sin. Holy, righteous, the perfect
sacrifice for the sins of all mankind, and now sits on the right
hand of God offering eternal salvation to all who will learn of
Him, believe in Him and obey His commandments.

Would you like to learn more about Jesus Christ, the Son
of God ?We would be happy to study with you or help you in
any way we can .

B u t
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q îr^qq %qqq ̂ qqr qfqqrq |?ql'̂ q ?q qrq q> qqî  q |̂qi
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qqr q'r Iqq qtq qqT| ^qr^r qr fq qq fqrqrq qqr qrqt qrt
^qr qq qqrq qqqrJR ^fqrqr qrqqr i(qqrr i q f q q t
qr> qq qtq ^qrqr ^qt fqr qq qqr qq qq qfqq qr^qr qqr qr^
%qq;q%q"^ 5|q q| i(qqr ;y?,) iqq; ̂ qqrq qq ̂ q^qtqrqq
fr qrqr |qrqtfqqr qrt ?qrqqr qq^q^q ^frqt qt i

fqqr, fq %srqr |q% ̂ r fqr q^'Tfqqr fqqqrr fqr qq qTq
^q^rqr qrq qqrf qf, qq'f qqrf nf qqr qr^r qqrf qf iqq?q qqr
qrq ̂ q qrq fqr fqq qrqtfqqr qrr qr^^q qq^q^q %qfqfrqq
qrfr |qr ft, q| qq ^'T qfT 11



I ^ j C h u r e h
1 ^ ^ ^ i r e e t o r y

C h u r c h o f C h r i s t

E-10 B, Defence Colony
N e w D e l h i - 1 1 0 0 4 9

Church o f Chr i s t
M a n n u r P o s t
Jayempu-524131
Nellore Dist, A.P.
Church of Christ
37 M.S.O. Colony
Bansawadi Road
Bangalore-33
C h u r c h o f C h r i s t
9, Erran St.
Pursawa lkam
M a d r a s - 7

Church of Christ
35, Lock Street
K o t t u r ,
M a d r a s - 6 0 0 0 8 5

C h u r c h o f C h r i s t
Pathanapuram P. O.
Q u i l o n ( D T. )
K e r a l a S t a t e

C h u r c h o f C h r i s t
Churachandpur
Manipur

Church of Christ
G N T R o a d
Pozhal, Madras-600066

Church of Chr is t
953 Kalasiguda, Bolarum
Secunderabad 500010, A.P. Shillong
Hyderabad

Church of Christ
Nongrim Hills

C h u r c h o f C h r i s t
Ketti, P.O. Nilgiris
T a m i l N a d u

C h u r c h o f C h r i s t
N o . 5 0 - 7 5 3 - 1 7 7
Gooty Road
Kurnool-2 (A.P.)
C h u r c h o f C h r i s t
Pool Bagh Road
Vizianagaram-2.
C h u r c h o f C h r i s t
Vattapadam
P a l a n k a r a - P. O .
N i l a m b u r
K e r a l a S t a t e

Church of Christ G. Kondur (P.O.)
Via Kondapalli Krishna District, A.P.

These are but afew of the addresses of the churches of
Christ located in India. Contact the one nearest you fos
Information about worship services, Bible Correspondence
Courses, and tracts, etc.

C h u r c h o f C h r i s t
H. No. 1-9-312/5/2
Vidyanagar
Hyderabad 500044, A.P.

Church of Christ
160, Mukerjee Nagar,
Kingsway Camp,
D e l h i - 9 .

C h u r c h o f C h r i s t
Opp. District Courts
K a n n a v a r i t h o t a
G u n t u r 4 , A . P.
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