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PIeadmg Jor the restoration of pure ‘New Testament Chrtstzamty

Vol. 6 ; ) " No. 11

‘Christianity On Trial |
The enemies of €hrist point: to any and every bad thing
that happens anywhere in the world arid accuses Christianity
as being responsible for it.’ ' Thisis especially true if “Chris-
nans are involved in any way whatsoever

For example many will pomt back to the tlme of the cru-
sades and blame Christianity. for the: militant wrongs of that-
petiod. There aré those who argue ‘that Christianity was ress
~ ponsible for the dark ages and all of the problems that grew
out of the reformation and protestant movements '

Coming closer to our time, itis said that “Chnstlamty
became so'corrupt in Russia that it led to a revolution with
the Communists coming to power. It'is said that the first and
second ‘world wars were simply ' a matter of ‘‘Christian” coun=.
tries: for-the most part fighting each other. - Even today all are
aware of the bitter struggle that:goes.on in North Ireland bet-
ween the Catholics and the Protestants, and the question that
is often asked is this: - How cag’ “Christians” do that to one
another? e SR o
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What we must realize though is the fact that the things
mentioned, and many other things that might be called to our
attention, has not and does not and will never represent Chris-
tianity. Christ is not the author of such, does not back it,
and therefore does mot accept it as representing his cause.
Those who involve themselves in such actions are not the true
followers of Christ. They may do such things in the Lord’s
name but they are not carrying out his will. If they were truly
of the Lord then they would act far-differently.

We must also realize that even though the western part of
“the world in particular may be said to be Christian that in
reality it is far from being Christian. Also, a coyntry may be
said to be Christian becase perhaps a good percentage of the
people may claim to believe in Christ. In spite of that, the
government of that country may -choose to do things that are
far from being Christian. But because a large percentage of
the people there acknowledge Christ then whatever that
country does, especially if it is something that is bad, then
Christianity gets the blame for it. Christianity to the contrary
is not responsible for the actions taken. Had Christianity
been guiding the government and the country as a whole then
another course would have been taken.

When we think about Catholicism and Protestantism we
must realize that neither one scripturally represent Christ and
his teaching. These are man-made religious groups and are
in:no way representative of pure New Testament Christianity.
They may claim to be Christians, followers of Christ, suppor-
ters of Christianity, and so on, but actually they are far from
being such. (Matthew 7: 21—23).

" In considering what happened in Russia, and in other
countries, you must understand that the socalled Christianity
that was there was not the Christianity of the Bible. Rather,
it was man-made religion in its most evil form. It became so
vile and corrupt that there were those who wanted to rid
themselves of it, and in doing so they swung to the other ex-
treme and have therefore become a land of atheists. But be-
cause the people didn’t know the difference in pure Chris-
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tianity and man-made religion then they thought that the
religion that controlled their country was Christianity, but it
was not. Instéad, pure Christianity would have delivered
them from what they had and would have given them a much
better life than they now have.

The probléms today in North Ireland does not come from
pure Christianity but rather from people following a corrupt
form of Christianity. They are Catholic and Protestant reli-
ginos groups no where mentioned in the Bible. They may be
called Christians but they are far from being so. Christians
would ‘never conduct themselves in that manner.’

We must reahze, as already pomt out, that countries may
be said to be Christian when really they are not. An indivi-
dual may claim to be a Christian but his conduct may tell a
different story. The Lord said that you may tell a tree by the
kind of fruit it bears and the same is true with those who claim
to follow him. (Matthew 7 :15—2¢C; John 15 :1—8).

Christianity is the religion of following Christ. -(Matthew
11:28—30; John 14:6). One or more may be said to be
followers of Christ when they do what he teaches. (Acts
11:26; 1 Peter 4:16). What does Christ teach? He teaches
love, peace, honesty, kindness, gentleness, patience, good
moral living, unity of his followers; service to mankind, and
that we worship and praise the God of heaven. (Matthew
5—7). Those who hate, murder, kill, steal, hurt others, are
immoral, and do all. of the bad, evil, and sinful things of the
world are not his and do not represent him. (1 Corinthians
6:9,10; Galatians 5:19 ,20). We must understand also that the
Lord condemns hypocrisy and that is where one or more pre-
tend to follow him when actually they are his enemies.
(1 Corinthians 11:1; Philippians 3:17—19). ‘

There is very little pure Christi‘ainity in the world today.
(Matthew 7:13,14); Most of what we see is man-made, deno-
mipational, sectarian, adulterated, and of Satan. Itis res-
ponsible for many evils and it gives the Lord and his religion
a bad name. .We must remember though that this does. not



4

represent him. -If you want to-learn about pure religion then
you go to ‘the book that will tell you the truth about it ~and
that is the -Bible:.. Then you compare. the actions of those who
claim to be Christians with what it says.and if they match then
you know they are Christian. If they do not then you know
that those who claim to be Christians are not Christians. It
is just that simple. ‘Don’t blame Christianity for something
that it is not -responsible -for. -If you do then you are either -
ignorant.or you are dishonest.: Christianity is what the world
needs—net a diluted form of it but a full measure. True
Christians can -change the world and make it into ‘a paradise
on earth. It can begin with you. - And even if the: rest'of the
world never accepts it, you can be a Christian and enjoy all
of the fruits and blessings that ‘God can give you. Let the
WOrld know through you that Chrxstxamty is alxve and Well

: “God’s Wonderful Plan

ALMOST two thousand years ago Jesus was born i m a
little town of Judah called Bethlehem, Jocated five miles_ south
of Jerusalem His coming was the fulﬁllment of various pro-
phecies that God had made concerning him through his. ser-
vants, such as, Moses and Isaiah, (Deuteronomy 18: :15; Isaiah
7:14)." The purpose ‘of his coming is beautlfully described
by John in John 3;16 he sald ““For God so loved the world,
that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in him should not perish, but have eternal life.”

"The law had declared “Asiti is written, There is'none righ-
feous, no, notone.” ~And “For all have sinned, and come
short (fall) of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:10,23). ‘And
aghiin; we read, ...without sheddingof bldod is no remission.”



5

(Hebrews 9:22 ; Leviticus 17:11):- Then the writer of the book
of Hebrews, in Hebrews 10:4, made this declaration: “For it
is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should
take away sins.” - Thus, when it was necessary for the. blood
to-be shed for. the remission of sin, there was no man or beast
present, however, upon this earth who would be offered as a.
perfect sacrifice for the sins of men. - It.was because of this
urgency that God sent His.only begotten .Son to die at the
cross and thus by shedding his own blood he made man’s
salvation possible. .

. While God has done his part that is; makmg possxble for
man to be saved from sin. ‘Man, however, must do His part:to
obtain salvation through Christ. Of course, we cannot earn
salvation by our works because it.is given by the grace of God.
(Ephesians;2:8,9). But we should obtain salvation .by obe-.
dience to Christ’s commands. Just as Christ obtained our
salvation by submission and obedience to God, the Bible, in
Hebrews 5:8,9, . exhorts us. to do the same by .submission and
obedience to Christ : “Though he were a Son,yet learend, he,
obedience ‘by the things which he suffered; And being. made
perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation -unto all
them that obey him.” Therefore to obiain salvation :

‘Man must believe in Christ, - (John 8:24).. - Must. confess.
Christ .by his mouth, . that is, own him as the -Lord and the.
Master. (Matthew 10:32; Romans.10:9,10).. Must .repent: or
turn away: from his sins. = (Luke.13:3; Acts. 2:38), .. And, must:
be baptized, that is; buried in water, for the .remission Qflsms
orto be saved from sins. (Mark 16:16; Acts 2 38 Acts 22 16).

~"All'who thus obey the Lord byLbelleving in him; by con=~
fessing him as the' Son of God,:by" repenting of ‘their:sins, -
and by being baptized for the forgiveness of sitis, the Lord
"adds them into his church’ (Acts 2:47), which is the body,”
made up of all the saved people.- One day the Lord is coming
back again so that  he might- take his church with him. He
said, before he was. receivéd up in heaven, ‘“And if I go and’
prepare a place for you, ‘I will come again, - and receive ’ydu'
unto myself; that where’ I am, there ye may be also‘
(John 14:3). Is he Coming for you ? o



6
 Our Loyalty To Christ

Mike Sinapiades

A life of dedicated loyalty to Christ and His Righteous
Cause is one of life’s highest privileges. Through such we are
to tealize blessings: untold, and at the same time live with the
realization of the assurance of our salvation. Understandably,
our finite mind is net capable of comprehending the magnitude
of the purpose of the establishment of the church of Christ.
. Yet Heaven’s greatest blessings and the sublimest of spiritual
promises are conferred on those who are stirred. by the
Spirit of God to a life of devoted and exact obedience
of the Father’s will as revealed in the New Testament.

Once our blessed Redeemer stated : “If any man come
after me, let him deny himself, take up his cross- and
follow me’® (Matt. 16 : 24). Our Master was speaking here
of loyalty and obedience to him: And rest assured, that ““if
thou bear thy cross, it will soon bear thee.”” He is not a bur-
densome and tyrannical task Master, but 'rather One who
cherishes and corrects those whom He loves and is loved by
(Heb: 12: 6).

Many are mistaken and short change the concept of loyalty
with purely mechanical acts of worship. It is sheer folly when
we fry to exchange six days of righteous living for the pious
professions we made on the day called Sunday. True loyalty
to Chrlst expects the daily transformation of our bodies in our
most’ dllhgent efforts for the likeness of Christ. It is our soma-
ta; the Greek word for bodies, which our Lord is after and not
our lives which may in this case be a more -broader yet indirect
aspect of our entity. During  the Old Testament dispensa-
tion the bodies of animals were first slain and then. were
offered as a sacrifice. But a slain or dead fhjng has neither.
the ability of nor the capacity for obedience and . loyalty.
This side of the cross, the One to whom the sagcrifice is
offered, requires living sacrifices on daily basis, and such
which are charaterized by loyalty to His Divine Will. This
loyalty is not taskwork, but love-work ; not servitude, but
sonship. Christ deserves our love, obedlence and our loyalty,:
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A Creed That Needs No Revision

John Waddey

Several major denominations have revised, even rewritten
their creeds in recent years. Others groups are consider-
ing the same. The most notable of these projects has involved
the revision of the historic Westminister Confession of
Faith of the Presbyterian Church. The original document
being thoroughly Calvinistic and conservative, has grown dis-
tasteful to the modern leaders of that church. We who are
New Testament Christians should thank God that we have a
creed that needs no revision. It is just as relevant. and
truthful today as it was when issued by the Holy apostles and
prophets in ‘the first century. Of course, I speak of the New
Covenant of Jesus Christ, which is the final and complete
revelation from God to man, and the only rule of faith and
practice for the church of Christ.

Our Creed Can Never Be Revised

I. Our creed waswritten by an all-wise God. He only,
was able to produce a document that would be suited for every
man in every generation. Since its author is God, no man, nor
group of men is qualified to lift the pen to change a single point
of its teaching. No spmtual question can arise that this heave-
nly document does not speak to. Hear Paul : *“Every scripture
inspired of God is also profitable for teaching, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction which is in righteousness :' that
the man of God may be complete, furnished completely, un-
to every good work.” II Tim. 3 :16-17. It- was ot the
genius of the scripture writers that ‘made our creed so excel-
lent. Rather, David said, *The Sﬁirit of Jehovah spake by
me, and his word was upon my tongue Il Sam. 23:2. .

1L Our creed was “Once for all dehvered unto the saints,”
Jude 3. That is, it was final and complete. Mormons_, Advqn-

"tists and others believe in a continuing revelation, but true
followers of Jesus accept their New Testament as God’s last
word to man, that will stand unto Judgment Day. Some
might argue that this leaves us disadvantaged, but the writers
of our creed were - guided into “all the truth” by the Holy
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Spirit of God, John 16 13,
of  the truth, what else could b
modernday “revelation 9”

If-we have in their writings all
e ‘given us by somé so-called

1L - Our creed was sealed and dedicated by the blood of
Jesus. When the Saviour instituted the Communion Supper,
“he took a cup, and gave-thanks, and gave to '/them saying,
Drink ye all-of it : for this is my blood of the covzsﬁantﬁ.....’f;
Matt. 26 : 27.. He likely alludes tg that time in the past when
Moses sprinkled the book  of the law with the blood of calves
and goats, water, scarlet wool and hyssop saying, “This is the
blood of the covenant which God commanded to you-ward.”
Heb. 9:19-20.  So Jesus’ blood, which flowed from his
wounds on Calvary, sealed our creed. Can this be said of
any other religious document in Christendom, however ancient

or honored ? No one would dare make such a claim for
their creed, discipline or manual. - T
IV. Our creed will stand forever, After giving his great
prophecy of judgment of -Jerusalem, the Lord sealed it with -
this solemn declaration : “Heaven and earth shall pass away,
but my words shall not pass away.” Matt, 24 : 35, Not
only is this true of that one prophecy, but of every word
Jesus said and commissioned his apostles to write. Such a
creed stapds no revision. o col
V.. Our creed is truth. It is totally iruthful, i.e., it admiits
of no error or shortcoming. - Also, [t is the sum total of spiri-
tual truth. Jesus in his prayer to the Father said, “Thy word
is truth,” John 17:17. . It js {rue because it honors God and
the Son as tkey should be honored. It gives a true picture of
man ; made in the image of God, but a convicted sinner, Rom,
3.23, It gives us true. way of salvation through faithful obes
dience to. Christ, Gal. 3 26-27. All the creeds of men make
it a special point of emphasis to deny baptism its proper role
in salvation. Our creed says, “baptism doth also now save us,”
IPet. 3:21. The world must learn that only truth can make
us free, John 8+ 32, - ' N S —
VL. Our creed is universal, It is suitable for all men in
every society. There is but one faith, Eph. 4:5, Jesus chatged
his apostles to. preach his gospel to every. creatyre in all the
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world, Mk. 16: 15. The needs of the aborigine in Australia
and the sophisticated Bostonian are all fully met in the willof

Jesus. With all the progress of technology, the needs of man
are still the same as when the scriptures were written.

_ VII. Our creed alone is mutually acceptable to every
believer. Members of any denomination on earth can and
will accept the scriptures as a standard “of - authority. But
this cannot be said about any other creed ever written.

VIII. Our creed would bring the “‘ecumenical unity”’ men
are seeking for, if they would lay aside all others and follow.
this creed exclusively. We know that this was the prayer of
Jesus, John 17 :20-21. The great mystery is why religious
men have failed to see this. Or have they refused to accept
it, preferring their own schemes and plans ? Can you visua-
lize a great gathering of religious leaders from the many
different denominations. The agenda calls for a forum-to find
an acceptable basis for unity. - The Methodist would rise and
suggest that his Discipline would surely be a fine basis for a
united stance. But immediately the Baptist would object.
Would not his Manual be better ? Besides, there are points
in the Methodist creed that are at variance with the serip-
ture. On and on it would go, for no sectarian will give up
his creed for the creed of -another sect. All feel that theirs is
best.. But could not a Christian. stand and plead with all to
accept his creed, the New Testament of Jesus ? Who could
object to it ? Upon what grounds would he object ? Already
it is held in honour by all representatives. Why have men not
recognized and followed this simple, workable course ? Ashly
Johnson presents a fine illustration of this lesson in his book,
The Great Controversy. i

IX. Our creed is a living message. It never grows obso-
lete, Heb. 4: 12 says, “The word of God is living and active
ivn.”  Any book that man writes- is dated, It will soon be
outdated. Not our creed. If any of today’s. intelligencia
thinks that scriptures be out of touch with modern man, then
let him write a better book that does as fine a job in meeting
our needs. - N : : Cos

This creed is the sole standard by which we will be judged,
John 12 : 48. Itis God’s message of salvation to lost men,
Jas. 1: 4.+ To reject . the creed of Christ is to reject the author
and the Father that sent him, Jobn 13 :20.. - . T,

Do we truly appreciate our creed which needs no revision-?
‘Are we telling the world of its virtues and blessings ?

" % We do not speak of a revision as from 17th Century Eng-
lish to 20th Century English, but rather. to remaking the
_teaching of the creed. o . -
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“Easter”

B. F. Donegan -

Most Bible scholars agree that the word “easter” which ap-
pears in the King James version (Acts 12 : 4) is a mis-transla-
tion of the Greek word “pascha.” This word “pascha”
occurs twenty-nine times in the Greek Testament and all stan-
dard Greek Lexicons translate it “passover.”

" To the average Bible reader with practically no knowledge
of the Geek language and the King James version of the
scriptures, the preceding lines mean very little. He might
emphatically say, but “Easter” is in my Bible! And if he
had reference to the word “Easter” only, and mnot to the ob-
servance of a special day set aside by our religious neighbours
each year as the anniversary date of our Lord’s resurrection,
he would be stating the truth. ' R

A knowledge, of the Greek language is to be appreciated
but not necessary in proving the falsity of our denominational
friends theory about Easter. ‘ '

A little common sense reasoning and a ;éading of the
first four verses of (Acts 12), should be sufficient to show that
this theory of Easter asthe anniversary date of our Lord’s
resurrection is false.

(1) The annii'ersary of any event would have to come on
the same day . of the same month each year. The day as ob-
served by our friends seldom falls on the same day of the
same month each year, and many times not even in the same
month. -

(2) Wereadin Acts 12: 1-4 that Herod the king streched
forth his hands to vex certain of the church. And he killed
James the brother of John with the sword. And because he
saw it pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to take Peter
also. (Then were the days of the unleavened bread.) And
when he had apprehended him, he put himin prison, and
delivered him to four quarternions of soldiers to keep him ;
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mtendmg after Easter to brmg him forth to .the people.”

. Notice, it was the church that was being persecuted by He-
rod to please the Jews. Now doesn’t it stand to reason that
if this Baster as mentioned here was something that Christians

‘were observing, it would have pleased the Jews to have Peter

killed then ?

(3) We know from the reading of this text that Easter ob-
serving was in connection with the days of unleavened bread,
and also that it was the Jews that were doing the ob-
serving. :

Shortly before our Lord’s ascension to heaven, he told the
apostles to go and teach all nations, baptizing them into the

_name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit :

Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have com-
manded you (Mat. 28 :19,20). We are told that the early
Christians continued steadfastly in the apostles doctrine and

~did not observe ‘“Easter.” It is evident that Christ taught

nothing to the apostles about observing it.

.~ Weare told in the scriptures that the disciples came toge- -
jther “upon the first day of the week to break bread” (Acts
20 7). So far asthe inspired record is concerned; they ob-
served no other day. Neither did they esteem the first day- of
one week in the year above another. Since they met “upon
the first day of the week” to break bread and “continued
steadfastly’” in this practice, we must conclude that they met
upon every first day of the week. For man to esteem the first
day of one week inthe year above all others, designate it as
“Easter,” and observe it in celebration of the resurrection, is
to set the law of God aside, act without the approval and
authority of heaven, and bring the curse of God upon him.

“Paul said to the Galatians, “Ye opserve days, months, and

times, and years. Iam afraid of you, lest I have bestowed
upon you labour in vain® (Gal. 4: 10,11). Again, “Why as
though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances,
(Touch not ; taste not ; handle not ; which are to perish with

-using ; ) after the commandments and doctrines of men ?”

~ (Col. 2:20-22).
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-Since Easter was not observed by the early Christians, the
apostles never indorsed it, Christ taught them nothing conce-
.Ining it, let us not be guilty of going beyond the doctrine of
.Christ (2 Jno. 9). And be found worshiping our Lotd
in vam after the doctrmes and commandments of men (Matt.

15:9).

The Faith of John 3:16
BASIL OVERTON

-+ «For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten
‘Son, ‘that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but
have everlastmg life.”* When gospel preachers insist that all
. ‘dlien ‘sinners must be baptized in water to have their sins
washed away by the blood of Christ, some object and say:
“*Well, what about John 3:167> As if to say that John 3:16
contradicts Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38, and other passages which
aﬂirm that baptism is essential to salvation.

" One cannot learn the meaning of scripture by arraying one
'passage against another. Some insist that baptism is not
essential to salvation because it is not mentioned in John 3:16.
But by the same reasoning one could conclude that itis not
;necessary to repent of sins, “because repentance 1s not men-
:tloned in John 3:16 either.

..John 3:16 -is a summation of the. scheme of redemptlon
: The clause, “‘that he gave his only begotten Son” does not
~.refer to just one act, but is,a summation of all that God and
‘Christ have done for the lost. “‘That he gave” embraces every
act, every deed, every privation of the man of sorrows who
:was acquainted with grief. = The clause, “‘that whosoever be-
Jieveth in him” is a summation of all that man. must do in
order to get in the place where God will save him by his grace
_a,pd the blood of his Son, This clause also sums up all thé,t
-God- requires of a man in living the Christian life. '

“The people on the day of - Pentecost (1) heard  the gospel,
(2) believed it, (3) repented of their sins, (4) were baptized for
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the remission of their sins, (5) were thus added to the Lord’s
church (not a denomination), and (6) continued steadfastly
in the: teaching -of the apostles, etc. (Acts 2;42.) After all
of this they are referred to as “they that believed:”” Truly,
believers will be saved, but what kind? The obedient kind is
the only kind. Dear reader what kind are you? Have you
obeyed the gospel? The Lord Jesus will take vengeance on them
that do not obey his gospel. (2 Thess. 1: 8)

The believers mentioned in Acts 2:44 were baptized for the
remission of sins.” (Acts 2:38,41.) When they did this the
Lord added them to his church. (Act 2:41,47.) Therefore to
believe in the Lord as taught in John 3:16 is to obey the gos-
pel. If this is not true, the Bible contradicts itself, and is
not, therefore worth the paper on which it is written.

Furthermore, when one believes in the Lord as: taught in
John 3:16 he becomes a member of the church which Jesus
established on the Pentecost following his ressurection. One
cannot be saved as taught in John 3:16 without becoming a
member of the church that Jesus built. (Matt.. 16:18.) The
_record of the New Testament shows that the same thing that

saved a person made him a member of the Lord’s famxly, his
church.

Forget about denominations, reader, and concentrate on
- the New Testament and Christ and his church you can read
about therein. Nobody can become a member of a denomi-
nation by following the teaching of John 3; 16, or any other
passage in the Bible. This may sound like “narrow-minded-

ness” to some, but it is true just the same. God help all to
see this truth!

This writer challenges anyone to produe one passage in the
Bible that instructs anyone to belong to a denomination. The
passage cannot be produced. The church that Jesus built is
not a denomination, and no part of one. Religious division
is condemned in the Bible just as murder, adultery, and all

other sins. (1 Cor. 1:10; 2-3; John 17: 20-23; Gal. 5: 20.)
‘Such expressions as “the church of your choice’ are out of har-



14

_ mony- with the truth expressed in John 3 16 and all the rest of
- Christ’s word.. : . : : IS

.~ Thé church  of the Bible is God’s famxly, God is d1SpIeased
with division in-it. Youcan know you are a member of the
chiuech of Christ theé same way you can know Christis your Sa-
viour? 'You can know Christ is your saviour by what the Bible
says-about his being your saviour. You can know you are in
Christ’s church by what the Bible says as to how one gets mto
the Lord’s church. :

-7 Some preachers affirm - that an alien sinner is saved “at”
the: point of faith, or ““at” the very moment ‘he has faith ‘in
Chtist.:- These preachers usual]y quote such passages as John
3:16to try to prove their doctrine. But John 3: 1_6 does not
teach that an alien is saved ‘“at faith” instead, it teaches that
he is saved “by faith,” and there is a big difference between
"‘at falth ” and “by faith.”

Ll

oy One is saved by faith when his falth leads hlm to do what
God commands him to do to be saved. For, faith. without
yy,qus\ is dead, and it is as dead as a body-is dead without.a .
Spirit jn- it, and that is. mighty dead! ( James 2:14-26.) ~ Some
think they have been saved and will go to heaven on faith that
is as a corpse!

~ One is saved by faith, but he is not saved by faith without
rep.entmg of his sins. (Acts 17:30.) And he is not saved by
:fa§1th w1thout being baptized into Christ- where the bloed of
.Christ saves. (Acts 2:38; Rom. 6:3; Eph 1:7).

The Divinty Of J’ esus
Mark H. Nunley ‘
: A lot of- ‘people now a days are clalmmg that Jesus was a
. |3eat teacher, philosopher, and man that He gave some of
,the greatest moral teachings and regulations for the relation-
ships between people.that have ever been given, but they are
;also. saying that they do mnot believe that He was the Son' of
.God, . that He 'was in any sense Divine, that He was born of
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" avirgin, that He really worked miracles. -They seé Jesus as
a great man in history along with many other great:men, but
they do not see Him . as the only begotton Son of: the Almlghty
God. , P

This view has even gained a foothold in the religous world
among some who claim to be “Christians.”” Let’s notice the
words from a church bulletin of May 14, 1969, “Although
the......... .do not deny such doctrines as the virgin birth, or the
pre—cx1stence, sinlessness, and deity of Jesus Christ, they do
not make these doctrines creedal requlrments for member=
ship in the ..c..ieenee. church.” - So yoir ‘can be a member of
that church without believing that Jesus is the Divine, Son
of God. This indeed is tragic!

‘Even among many of the prommant well-anWn “t’heologL-
-ans® - of the denominational world, a big percentagciof :them
also deny the miraculous, sinless; divine, perfect side of Jesus
Christ.. This is clear from: then' teachmgs and books

'BUT CAN WE BELIEVE IN THE JBSUS OF THE BIBLE
AND NOT BELIEVE IN HIS DIVINITY ? .. -

And .the answeris NO!!!!! Exther Jesus Christ is the
Divine Son of God that He c]almed to.be, or He is the. blggest
liar that ever set foot on the face of the’ earth‘ Let’s notice
what Jesus claims about HllIlSle in the Bxble, and what the
Blble claims:

(1) Jesus claimed to be the Son of God ...... John '3:'1.6'-118%.
And other passages in the Bible affirm Him......Matt.
14:33, Matt. 27T: 43 Luke 1: 35, John 1: 34 etc

(2) Jesus claimed. all authority from God in heaven and
earth...... Matt. 28:18, Col. 1:18, Phil. 2:5-11, etc,

(3) The Bible claims the miraculous conception of Mary
(while she was a virgin) by the Holy Spirit...... Matt.
1:18-25, Luke. 1:26-35.

(4) Jesus claims authority from God to be the judge of all
mankind ...... John 5:19-29, Matt. 25:31-46, etc.
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~ (5) Jesus claimed the ablhty to work miracles......... Matt.
: 11: 1-6 etc. -
(6) The Bible claims that Jesus was sinless upon the earth
...... Heb. 4:14-16, etc.

(7) The Bible claims that Jesus was eternal with God and
- that Jesus played a part in-the creation...... John 1:1-5.

(8) The Bible claims that Jesusis the ONLY one with
Divine authority to speak forth the revelation of truth
from God .. Heb. 1:1-2. (That is, all truth that we
know in thls day and age from God has come through
Jesus Christ.)

And we could go on and on, but these get the point across.
Jesus claimed all of these things Himself and the Bible claims
- 'these things about Jesus. So we must either accept both the
idea - of Jesus being the Son of God Almighty and the truth-
fullness of the Bible together, or we must reject both. You can
not believe in the Jesus of the Bible without believing in His
Dlvxmty, the miracles He did, His mlraculous conception and
vu'gm birth, etc., etc., etc.

Either Jesus is the Christ (annointed one of God), the Son
of the Living God, in fact that He is God Himself (thatisa
member of the God—Head), and that He therefore deserves
and has the right to demand our obedience; OR, He is. the
biggest liar, fraud, and swindler that ever lived and we should -
therefore reject Him altogether:

But I “know Him Whom I have believed, and I am persua-
ded that He is able to guard that which I have committed unto
Him against that day.” How about you?
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Who Changed the Sabbath

. . By Blll Fla.tt

. Dld the. Roman Catholic Church- change the Abbath to
sunday ? The answer-is NO,
SR NAILED TO THE CROSS _

The Sabbath or Saturday is not kept by Christians because
the law of which it was a part was nailed to the Cross. In
the Christian era we are under Christ .and not Moses (Mark
9:2-9) ; we are under a New Covenant (Hebrews 8 : 6), the
new and living way (Hebrews 10 : 20). Jesus abolished the law
which contained the Sabbath when He died on the Cross
(Ephesians 2:14-16). ‘‘Having blotted out the bond written
in ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us:
and he. hath taken it out of the way; nailing it to the cross’;
having despoiled the principalities and the powers, he made'a
show of them openly, triumphing over them in it. Let no man
therefore Judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of a
feast day or a new moon or a sabbath day: which are a
shadow of the things to come ; but. the body is Christ’s.”
(C0105s1ans 2: 14-17.) Notice yerse 17 -says that no one 1s
to condemn us for not keepmg the Sabbath. Why ? Verse 14
tells us. The law of which the Sabbath was a part, was nailed
to the Cross

- TEN COMMANDMENTS PART OF LAW OF MOSES -

~'Some honést people say that the Ten Commandments ‘were
not a part of the law of Moses, that they were given béfore
time of Moses. This is not true. Listen to Moses ¢ “Jéhovah
our God made a covenant with us at Horeb. Jehovah made
not'this covenant with our fathers, but with us, even us, who
are\all of us here alive this day” (Deuteronomy 5 : 2,3).

Ihe word “Sabbath” is found 60 times in the Greek New
T estament. Religious people who . beheve m keepmg the
Sabbath, admit that it means the Sabbath in 59 out of 60 cases,
but deny that it means the Sabbath in Colossians 2 : 16, This
is unsound scholarship. Sabbaton is the exact spelling of the
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Greek word used in Colossians 2: 16. Precisely the same
spelling is used by inspiration in Matthew 28 : 1 where it says,
“Now late on the sabbath day, asit began to dawn toward
the first day of the week, came Mary Magdalene and the other
Mary to see the sepulchre.”” And in Luke 4 : 16, where it says
that Jesus entered into the synagogue on the Sabbath day. Jesus
lived under the law of Moses but He abolished it when He
died. Isthe “Sabbath” Saturday in Matthew 28 :1 and in
Luke 4 : 16 ? It certainly is, and this proves that the Sabbath
is also Saturday in Colossians 2:16. So, do not judge us for
not keeping Saturday it was abolished at Calvary.

The ““ministration of death” which included the Ten Com-
mandments, was abolished (2 Corinthians 3 : 7-11).” That was
¢ewritten and engraved on stone” was the Ten Commandments.
And, this section of Scripture shows that they were aboli-
shed.

Romans 7 : 4 says, “Wherefore, my brethren, ye also were
made dead to the law through the body-of Christ; that ye
should be joined to ‘another, even to him who was raised from
the dead that we might bring forth fruit unto God.” Then
verse 7 says, What shall we say then ? Is the law sin ? God
forbid. Howbeit, I had not known sin, except through the
law : for I had known coveting, except the law had said, Thou
shalt not covet.” Notice what it says. We are made dead to
the law, the law which contained the commandment “Thou
shalt not covet.” Of course, this is one of the Ten Command-
ments. This clearly shows that we are not under the Ten
Commandments.

The Sabbath became an abomination unto God (Isaiah 1 :
13; Hosea 2:11). The law had to be changed when Jesus
became High :Priest, for the priesthcod changed (Hebrews 7:
12). Jesus could change the law, for He is Lord of the Sabbath
(Mark 2 : 23-28). He took it away ; we are no longer under
the law, but under grace (Romans 6 14 ; John 1 :17).

‘The phrase “the law” included the whole law ; ClVll (Acts
23 3 3), ceremonial (Luke 2 27), and moral (Matthew 22 : 36,
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37), Jesus and the Apostles did not bind the Sabbath upon
the church ! However, nine of the Ten Commandments are
enjolned in the New Testament (Acts 14 : 15 ; James 5:12;
Ephesians 6 : 1 ; Timothy 5: 8 ; Romans 13:9). We there-
fore keep these nine commandments, not because they were a
part of the Ten Commandments, but because they are taught
by Christ and His Apostles They became a part of the Law of
. .Christ Jesus.

LAW SERVED ITS PURPOSE

The law served its purpose in bringing man to Christ. But
now that Christ has come, we cannot still be under the law
(Galatians 3 : 16—29)

SABBATH GIVEN ONLY TO ISRAEL -

- The Sabbath was not given to Christians, but to Israel
(Exodus 31 : 13). Neither was it given to those who lived be-
fore the time of Moses (Deuteronomy 5 : 2-4). It was a sign
between God and the “Jews.” It was given as a memorial of
God’s deliverance of those who were slaves i in Egypt (Deutero-
nomy 5: 15).

EARLY CHRISTIANS WORSHIPED ON SUNDAY

Early Christians worshiped on the first day of the week or
Sunday. Acts 20:7says: ‘“And upon the first day of the
week, when we were gathered together to break bread, Paul
discoursed with them, intending to depart on the morrow and
prolonged his speech until midnight.”” “Break bread” in this
passage is Worship Notice 1 Corinthians 10 16 : “The cup
of blessing which we bless, is it not a communion of the blood

~of Christ ? The bread which we break, is it not a commumon
of the body of Christ ?”

“The first day of the week” of Acts 20 : 7 is Sunday. The
Greek phrase cannot be correctly translated “Sabbath.” For
example, the same Greek phrase is translated “the first day of

‘the week” in Matthew 28 : 1 and in Mark 16 : 1, 2, where we
"read, “And when the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and
Mary the mother of James, and Salome, bought spices, that
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they might come and anoint him. And very early on the first
day of the week, they came to the tomb when the sun was

risen.” The Sabbath was past when the first day of thé week
came. -

L Christian gave of their means on Sunday (1 Corinthians 16.:
1, 2). Jesus was raised from the dead on Sunday (Mark 16.: I+
6). The church was fully established on Pentecost which was
Sunday (Acts 2). The first day of the week is the Lord’s Day

and should not be referred to as the Sabbath (Revelation
: 10).

The Roman Cathohc Church could not have changed the
Sabbath to Sunday in 364 A.D. Note those facts from primary
source materials written before 364 A.D.

108 A.D.—“If then they who walked in ancient customs
-came to a new hope, no longer living for the Sabbath, but" for
the Lord’s Day, on which also our life sprang up through him
and his death......” (Ignatius, Magnesians, IX : 1.)

&

125 A.D.—“On the Lord’s Day......come together, break
bread......” The Didache, XIV : 1) ' -

150 A.D.—“Incense is a vain abomination unto me, and
your new moons and Sabbaths I cannot endure. He ‘has there-
fore abolished these things.”” Epistle of Barnabas, 11.)

... 200 A.D.—“We solemnize, the day after Saturday in contra-
dxctlon to those who call this day their Sabbath.” (4pology,
XVL) “We neither accord with the Jews in their peculiarities

_in regard to food, nor in their sacred days (4pology, XXL)
“The old law is demonstrated as having been consummated - at
its specified times (at the cross) ; so also the observance of the
Sabbath is demonstrated to have been temporary.” (Answer
to the Jews, IV.) These statements were made by Tertul-
lian.

Tn light of these facts, it is absurd to claim that the bishop
of Rome changed the Sabbath to Sunday in 364 A.D. Church
Councils recognized Sunday as the day of special meaning to
the Christian, but they did not establish thesg meanings ; they
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did not change Saturday to Sunday.- Jesusabolished the Sab-
bath when He died. There is a great difference in recognizing
a practice a]ready in existence and, originating a practice, - For
example, the Council of Carthage in 397 A.D. stated that,our
27 bgoks of the New Testament were mspxred but, notlce,
this coundil did not originate that inspiration. The inspiration
of the New Testament is not dependent upon their’ declafation,
The Holy Spirit inspired these 27 books in the first century
when they were written (2 Peter 1: 21). Inspiration is not
dependent upon Church Councils ; and neither is the abolition
of the Sabbath and the institution bf the-first day of ‘the week.
In these two.instances, Church Councils: ‘merely recognized the
facts, facts established from-on high in the first century;

. Since . the - Apostles-.and ‘the-first converts to Christianity
were Jews and were raised to keep -the Sabbath,-the fact that -
they did not keep it can only be explained by saying that this
change from Saturday to Sunday was. made by divine
authonty

" God abolished the Sabbath when Jesus Chnst dled and
Sunday was dlvmely ‘instituted” as the day of special
significance- . to Christians from . the very begmmng of
Christianity.
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qafraa waret gt ¥ afeqel g% 7 & AgH @ o9 | A A
AT, ﬁnggaézwﬁtré‘r#’n oa Y feafa ir ﬁaaﬁr
qear % ?

HY 9T F1C &1 ¥ afger Ay 9 AN srear=< fpar wwar a,
3¢ TS § dter 7ar av, 9% fa¥ 9 Fidt F F qHE TAFC Qv
a7 g1 | {97 WA AT ¥ TTFHT HF I AEHTATATAT AT
B U qF § FH AFR Y AF @, TA A ST m‘rﬁ it
famfgat @ wrar Av av 1 Far § g T !

Ay & N 927 F 17 IA% Sfca qof & & Sl g‘tmaﬁ
STt 337 FT y=X fadaar ¥ I Q¥ ar!ﬁ ? afg Ay awta & ag
TR ¥ a7 ¥ qreqT F oA FT AT ¥ A9 o 93 ¥, 4} 39
faada afs & == & frrdr o & oY 9% FFedl #7 awag § s
T 2 gt § @ sl v, FF 39 v ¥ waww & ardfe
gfSzior & aga gda 7 A Y 1| @F ATUFHRT gHT DR AT
97 Sl & gadl & gaar aer Fazara, star B gaar ar, 8 S
FT gar a1 ? afz gevaa: w8 sy ag Fegar M wey fFodRy
T a9 qar A feafa F 1Y gu W 9 9 g W W AR
FH & FIT AT T@T AT AT g1 qF &, 9T 98 I et
QA faarfeal & Y gu i agf ¥ figwr o9d ¥, qoq o =@
A T FHEIAT FT FT qBAT & FF 3@ G FT AW, FE qar
AW wST A F AT F 5@ 9HwIC F wge 7 afrmren feaw o
fresa #1 Seeq 3% dar froad SPEi ¥ owar ? g &

AT wH S ¥ afgelt garfe ¥ oo s Y e @ 0w
AT F FTC WA BT gaF oft gav 7w frdta QECFRAN
FT H1E A7ST FFell 13 1 953 197 gu Y 99 19 Y 97 @wT
FLEIT F A% 79¥ 9107 @I A 99 Fs F w00 %%wr ? amﬁr
Gl

fox afe dg awas § < = 93, qeg  dr oAE srfta‘r q
S off SoN T AT FArT w4 A Poar 1 Y Tg@ A oqw B



28
R ? ¥ 5@ q1a F a9q fag . aFd A, ARG FW A gEw
oo fafr adt S P & €9 g B THeFT AWNF qAY ST
FLIHT A, AT 3T a@ F yAifrq s asa A qeqa § 3 <
T4 93 | T Y ¥ qu waw frarfe A fadr awg ¥ g F
qasi § ¥ ot Is7 qur & 93 o1 faF s & ST aﬁ‘r AT a,
TR YA FF FT gAQ AT ST TGN 9T 1 N
w&uﬁwmﬁﬁ%wﬂa@a’aa‘wﬁﬁmﬁa@qwmf$
¥ I 99 FHET FT FaAT Aerar § FT AQ 9 gEN frg ? frdde
SAFY TAT I £ ArwAF GAY 1 Y ¥ TIHISE AWM T qlT a%
Gao FART AT FHY F, M FY ¥ 97 D o4 F wror-arey fawr fr
Ffeard & oo @awd ¥ ¥ (qFr ¥) | FrEdy, S 4 B9 9 FAl
¥ R T Y qar w1 gAT fdA ar WY Th A ¥ Fwdy @,
afg & areqa § A% 980 ¥ | 77 A1E Q@ ForrH G § R ow
e WSy fomd gra 7 de A ¥ B8R wo &Y, fawd oo s
FET A FIIT FAFT &4 g Y saF e v ¢w qFe FEIH
g .F < A &, forad qde § Fit F W F 97 MG TH @
gl, T foadr ga< a7y ¥ {7 797 &) T FA-TAET SAF AT HT
g frwa =1 ), R fa sawn afvaand § awar g, & £©
" @rg fag; f madt &7 & Hg 90 @ uF T a8 AR F fay #E
- | ¥ et 99 w9 F §1% 9% @ &Y, ger ® ? afg Ay ¥ 3
B g § ag a9 wEew w6 A 77 A Q@Y T g A
gfic ¥ A7 g9 957 ¥ T qran § @F< ¢ fasderar smazas
ar ? X fanidy 5 7 ¥ gre ax gafd fesig oy afE =
mwwmwf**@eﬁ%ﬁmte%wﬁ% ﬁrab'r‘ﬁ T
ST AT A A FE fr agsrser g1 -

&Y, T 9 ara B SAA F @I A Hﬁwtﬁﬁ W“ra%;-
qas! § ¥ Y 957 HIT I eaniqgn A FFARCHL a1 § ! @A
qETd A aeflg ¥ HT 97 HT G 9w frar | afe
T OF T¥ 90T § - Fagama @ § A g9 @a H1f A FW A
- g agY T@ar, a¥ ATTERT IRNIAT %rmmfga %ﬁz qaﬁ trgwm
¥ %o N TGFT T 2 | ,
e 9g AG Jreqq H GHIFIRTT “fgraearra” ir waﬁrfsra ’éta &

fax ﬁvrtérr TAT AT | GG FAEE-TA G i @&

U & § o el wwaram Y, aﬁgq?r FEHT ST

T ufaar & FTT S awmwr 0
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