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Why Go Back To The Bible ?
This past year while Iwas conducting some meetings in

the Fiji Islands, Iemphasized one night the need for us to
back to the Bible for the truth, the plan of salvation, the

church, worship, and all that we say and do in the name of
religion. An elderly denominational woman responded by
saying, “But why go back to the Bible ?We have never left

Now this lady thought that she had made apoint but
what she failed to realize was that even though the Bible had
been brought to those islands many years before, and although

following its teaching, the fact

g o

i t .

many like her supposedly
was, she had never been taught the true word of God and
the very fact that she was amember of areligious group that
she could not read about in the Bible was sufficient evidence

w e r e

o f t h a t .

My friends, sad to say, but the great majority of those in
India who claim to believe the Bible do not believe it at all.
They are not encouraged to believe it because they are not
taught the pure word of God. Even when they read and study
the Bible it is done to support the teachings of men.

How can one say that he is doing what the Bible teaches
when he is doing and saying those things which are contrary
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to God’s will ?He is amember of some religious group not
to be found in the scriptures ;he is wearing aname that the
Lord has not authorized ;many of the things that he believes
and teaches are merely the teachings of
vidual would no doubt say that these things do not matter,
but if that be the case, then why claim to follow the Bible at
all ?Sure, they matter. One day we will be judged by the
way we have dealt with the word of God. (John 12:48).

Because man has left the Bible then it is necessary to
return to it. True, the majority have not said in so many
words that they have left it, but they have done so in that
they do not do the things that it teaches. If you are working
for some one and he gives you some instructions on what to
do and how to do it, but then you go on and do it the way
you want to do it or you accept the advice of your friends on
how to do it, have you really carried out his orders ?You
might reason that you have done the work but it may be
entirely opposit to what you were asked to do. Do you think
that he is going to be pleased with this ?Have you shown
respect for him and his instructions? Surely you can see
that you must respect God and his word, and do what he says,
if you expect him to be pleased with you. But to be sure we
know his will, and that we do what he wants us to do, then
we need to put down all of our former ideas, opinions, teach¬
ings, beliefs, and practices and go back to the Bible to see
what God has said. Only when weare sure of what he teaches
even if it is opposed to all that we believed and practiced
before, should we act on it.

W h a t w e m u s t r e a l i z e i s t h a t i n t h e B i b l e w e a r e n o t d e a l ¬

ing with man’s word but with the word of God. It is God’s
last will and testament to men. It reveals Christ and the one
way. It contains the truth. It recognizes Christ as having
all authority. It is the seed that always produces the same
fruit. It contains the pattern cf God’s will and when all
f o l l o w i t t h e n a l l a r e o n e i n C h r i s t . I t i s t h e s a m e r u l e f o r a l l .

When we all read and study the Bible that we w'ill all read
and study the some truth and because of it we will all believe

m e n . S u c h a n i n d i -
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the same thing. (Romans 10:17). When we do what it tea¬
ches, since it teaches all to do the same thing, then we will
all obey the same commands (Mark 16:16: Acts 2:38), all be
saved alike, and we will all be added to the same church.
(Acts 2:47). If we continue to follow the same book then
we will all wear the same name (Act 4:12; Acts 11:26), all
worship alike (John 4:24; Acts 20:7), all work together in
harmony and fellowship (Act 2:42), all teach the same thing
(Matthew 28:19,20), because we are all working to go the same
place and that is to heaven. (John 14:6). Finally in the end,
because we have all followed God’s word then we can indeed
all go to heaven where we will all dwell together for ever

Now friends, this is why we need to go back to them o r e

Bible. How can we please God and expect to go to heaven
when we die unless we do so ?

Why is man divided today religiously ?Why are there so
many churches ?Why are there so many names ?Why are
there so many ways to worship ?Why are there so many
opposing religious views and teachings ?Simply because men
have left the Bible and therefore they have departed from
the truth. And the majority go along with all of these things
because they are deceived, because they fail to read and study
the Bible for themselves. They fail to think and to ask ques¬
tions. They fail to act even when they learn the truth. They

weak and do not want to go against the majority. But
this is aterrible mistake. We must take astand for God and

O t h e r w i s e w e c a n -

a r e

His word even if we have to stand alone.
not be saved.

Do we think for one minute that God is pleased with all
that is going on in the name of religion ?Do we imagine
that God will put up with just anything ?Just think of all of
the things that God is blamed for when really he is not
guilty at all. Certainly he is not the author of all of the reli-

division and confusion that is in the world today. Heg i o u s

is not responsible for most of things that are taught in the
name of religion. Therefore, it is up to you and me, one and
all, if we want so know the truth, in contrast to error, to
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re tu rn to the B ib le ,

we should be determined not to believe anything,
to do anything, or to teach anything, unless we are sure that
the Bible teaches it. Only then can we be sure and right.

There we can easily see the difference.
A n d t h e n

a s s o c i a t e
^ e d i t o r i a l

How shall we Escape?
Man is asinner.

God unto salvation to every one that believeth, (Romans 1:16).
In 1Corinthian 15:1-4 Apsotle Paul declares that the gospel
is the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus. And in 2Thes-
salonian 1:7-9 he warns those who would not obey the gospel.
He said, “When the Lord Jesus Shall be revealed from heaven
with his mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance
them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ. Who shall be punished with everlasting
destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory
of his power. Thus one must obey the gospel or suffer the
eternal destruct ion in hel l ,

and never seriously think of obeying the gospel,
why don’t many people obey the gospel.

Several do not obey the gospel because they have never
been provided adequate information. In other words they
are ignorant of the facts of the gospel. Ignorance has always
played agreat roll in leading people to do against God’s will.
Those who crucified Jesus, we read in Acts 3:17, they did so
because of their ignorance. Paul said, in 1Timothy 1:12,13
‘And Ithank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me,
for ablasphemer, and apersecutor, and injurious :but I
obtained mercy, because Idid it ignorantly in unbelief.

But the Gospel of Christ is the power of

However, many ignore this fact
L e t ’ s s e e

9 9
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The Apostle said that Iwas an enemy of Christ because
of ignorance and unbelief. Like ignorance, many today do
not obey the gospel because they really don’t believe in Jesus
that he is the Son of God, that he is the Saviour. Millions
of people today really don’t believe that they will be eternally
lost in hell if they do not obey the gospel. True, the gospel
is God’s power to save, but it only saves those who believe
and obey the commands of the gospel. (Hebrews 5:8,9).

Many love sin, and they are afraid that if they will obey
the gospel they would have to leave sin by repenting from
their sins. They love darkness rather than light. (John 3:19).
But the writer of the book of Hebrews 11:24-27, recall to our
attention the example of Moses, that “By faith Moses, when
he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharoah’s
daughter ;choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people
of God, than to enjoy the pleasure of sin for aseason ;estee¬
ming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures
in Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king :for he endured
as seeing him who is invisible. Moses realised the value of
his soul, and therefore he did not choose to enjoy the pleasure
of sin which was for aseason, he rather obeyed God. Oh,
how we need to real ise what Christ said in Matthew 16:26

For what is aman profited, if he shall gain the whole world,
or what shall aman give in exchange for his soul ?
U

Still thousands of people do not obey the gospel of Christ
because they love praises of men more than the praises of God.
They are like the rulers of whom John said,
among the cheif rulers also many believed on him, but because
of the Pharisees they did not Confees him, lest they should be,
put out of the synagogue :For they loved the praises of men
more than the praise of God. (John 12:42,43). Today many are
afraid to obey the gospel because if they become Christian,
they fear that they will be cast out of their homes, their pa¬
rents will no longer accept them in their homes, their friends

( ( N e v e r t h e l e s s

and societies will resent them. But they fail to realise the fact
that Jesus said. Whosaever therefore shall confess me before
men, him will Iconfess also before my Father which is in
heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I

( i
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also deny before my father which is in heaven.” Again, they
love praise of men more than the praise of God.

Then there are many people like Balaam, of whom we read
in the Old Testament. (Numbers 22,23). He knew what
the will of God is, but yet he wanted to have his own way.
Thousands of people today do not obey the gospel simply
because they have the attitude of Balaam. They know what the
gospel is, they know that they must obey the gospel to be
saved, by believing in Jesus, and repenting of their sins and
by being baptized for the forgiveness of their sins, (Mark
16:16; Acts 2:38), but yet they say, “Lord save me by faith
only because 1like to be saved by that way.”

The writer of the scripture exclaims, “How shall we escape,
if we neglect so great salvation ;which at first began to be
spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that

Truly, those who do not obey the gospel of
Jesus Christ and thus neglect the great salvation offered by
him, they cannot escape from the consequences of enternal
punishment in outer darkness. Because one day the Lord is
coming back to take vengeance on them “that obey not the
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ :who shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and ,
from the glory of his power.” (2Thessalonians 1:8,9).

You need to die to sin by,turning away from your sins,
you need to be buried with Jesus by baptism into his death,
and then be raised to walk in the newness of life. (Romans
6:1-6).

h e a r d h i m .
9 J
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Do You Love God?
Dick Cupp

Before you answer the question suggested in the title, read
carefully 1John 5:1-3, where the apostle tells us what the love
of God is all about.

John begins by describing who is achild of God, or who is
born of God. It’s the one who truly believes that Jesus is the
Christ, and acts accordingly.
Greek verb would have it. He has afaith, then, that is firmly
fixed; he is one who lives in and by the understanding that
Jesus is the Chr is t .

The apostle explains in verse two the kind of belief he’s
talking about. “Hereby we know that we love the children of
God, when we love God and do his commandments.

We know that faith without works is dead, being alone
(James 2:20-26). But the faith John speaks of results in
ship to God. Therefore, he must be talking about aliving
faith; afaith that produces works of love and obedience. Paul
makes the same distinction when he talks about saving faith
in Galatians 3:26-27, where he says we’re children of God by
faith in Christ Jesus. But that faith must prompt us to be
baptized into Christ in order to “put him on.’’

The next point that John makes is that if we are children
of God, we must of necessity love other children of God. If
we love the One who begat, we must love those who are be¬
gotten. Love of the brethren, then, is another indication of
the love of God. You can’t love God and hate your brethren
at the same time. And we know that we love the children of
God when we truly love God and keep His commandments.
The love of God and the love ®f the brethren are inseparable!
Each becomes atest of the other.

To love God is to keep His commandments. But one of
His commandments is to love one another! (John 13:34)

The meat of the passage is in verse three: “For this is the
love of God, that we keep his commandments; and his com¬
mandments are not grievious.

He continues to believe, as the

5 >
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By keeping His commandments, we exhibit and demonst¬
rate our love for Him. If, on the other hand, we reject His
commandments, that proves our lack of faith and love.

Think of achild, whose fathar tells him to eat his food
because it’s good for him. The child says “No!” Is that sho¬
wing love? But another child says “I’m not sure I’ll like it,
but if you say it’s good for me, and you want me to eat it.
I’ll eat it.” That shows love ... and faith and trust.

Again the Greek verb for “keep” is in the present active
subjunctive, which gives it the meaning “keep on keeping.”
And this is the acid test of our love for God: do we persist in
keeping His commandments? Or do we keep afew, and then
sit down and wait for reward? Do we obey some, and reject
the rest? Do we sway back and forth, or do we keep on
keeping His commandments to the best of our ability?

The wonderful thing about keeping the commandments of
God is that they “are not grievious.” We know that they are
good for us. our love for God lightens the load; it makes
us want to please Him by keeping His commandments. And
our love for His children makes us anxious to assist brethren
who are struggling under heavy loads. “Bear ye one another’s
burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.” (Galatians 6:2)

If you realy love God, let Him know about it!

Did God Create Evil?
Wayne Jackson

Please explain the statement, “I create evil,” (Isaiah 45:7)
This passage is commonly appealed to by unbelievers who

attempt to involve the Bible in amoral difficulty. First of all,
the verse can have no reference to moral evil (wickedness)
for such is opposed to in the infinitely holy nature of God
(Isa. 6:3). Jehovah is “a God of faithfulness and without in¬
iquity,” (Deut. 32:4). He is “not aGod that hath pleasure in
wickedness” (Psa. 5:4). Nor can it be supposed that this verse
has to do with Jehovah’s original creation for at the termina-
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tion of the creation week, the Lord saw “everything that he
had made, and, behold, it was very good (Gen. 1:31).
(Cf. ITim. 4:4)

The context of Isaiah 45:7, along with several passages of
Jehovah, thro-similar import, reveal the truth of the matter,

gh the prophet Isaiah, prophetically announced to King
Cyrus of Persia (200 years before the monarch’s birth!) his
intention of using this pagan king as an instrument of his holy
will. Within Isaiah 45:1-7 is amajestic affirmation of the uni¬
versal sovereignity of the Almighty God, indeed, there is none
like him. (Vs. 5) He thus affirms:
darkness (i.e., control nature); Imake peace, and create evil
(control over nations) Iam Jehovah that doeth all these

u

Iform light, and create

things.”
Notice how the word “evil” is here used in obvious con¬

trast to “peace”. Isaiah simply contends that Jehovah has
the power to cause peaceful conditions to exist, or to bring
about evil (destruction). Consider another verse. God warned
Israel that if they made an alliance with Egypt, he would
bring evil upon them (e.g., punishment). (Isa. 31:1,2). Again
in describing the coming judgment upon ancient Babylon, the
prophet declared:
shall not know the dawning thereof: and mischief shall fall

thee; thou shalt not be able to put it away: and desola-

Therefore shall evil come upon thee; thou

u p o n
tion shall come upon thee suddenly, which thou knoweth
not.” (Isa. 47.T1). The evil which God sent was adesolation.
due them because of their wickedness.

Don't Be Too Sure!
o< (

Jerry Shaw
Paul, by inspiration, wrote, “Wherefore let him that think-

eth he standeth take heed lest he fall” (1 Cor. 10:12). Isn’t
it strange that we so often do the very things we have vowed
we would never do, and so many times become guilty of
sins we have vowed we would never commit, and so many
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times become guilty of the sins we have condemned in the
l ives o f o thers?

When Jesus foretold of the impending disaster of his death
Iwi l l lay down my l i fe for thy sake.Peter said,

little later on he vowed, “Althongh all shall fail away and
deser t you, Iwi l l not .
Christ away it was Peter who lased out with his sword, and
cut off the ear of Malchus. But during the mock trial of Jesus

And a t the scene

< ( J 5 A

E v e n w h e n t h e m o b c a m e t o t a k e

it was Peter who denied knowing the man.
of the crucifixion Peter stood far off in the distance! He had

overestimated his own strength. His real problem was that he
was trusting in Peter rather than God.

On another occasion (Acts 10:9-17) Peter was given avisi¬
on that proved to him that the Gentiles were in sight of God
on the same level as the Jews. He himself said, “God is no
respecter of persons.” But later Paul had to withstand
him to the face because he made adistinction between Gen¬
tile and Jew (Galatians 2:11). This was not something to whi¬
ch Peter could plead ignorance; he knew better. No, doubt
Peter had said to himself that this is something he would never
d o .

It was Paul who said, “Let him that thinketh he stan-
deth take heed lest he fall.” There is areason for this.
Our strength is almost always our weeakness because that is
where we firit let our guard down. But we play close atten¬
tion to our weaknesses. It’s like Paul said in 2Cor. 12:10,
“  When 1am weak, then am Istrong,
live in the flesh we will have trouble with the fleshly desires

As long as we

and drives. There is aconstant war raging between the fleshly
and the spiritual. We will all have problems like Paul had
that he describes in Romans chapter 7. To paraphrase several
of his statements would help us understand ourselves. “I
find t ha t , t he ru le w i t h me tha t , when Iw i sh t o do
right, evil is always present,
good Iwish to do, and the evil which Ido not want to
d o i s w h a t I o f t e n t i m e s d o .

Ido not always do the

“The very th ings Ihate
af ethe things Iam guilty of doing. This is why he said

J 5
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O w r e t c h e d m a n t h a t I a m !near the end of the chapter,
who sha l l de l i ver me f rom the body o f th is death?”
But, of course, no man, in the flesh is free from the battle
with sin! No man, not even Paul, so long as he is in the flesh.
is absolutely safe.

We must master our pride and over-confidence! We must
maintain aclose relation to, and trust in, God and Christ and
the Holy Spirit, who can help us. We must try, ourselves,
to overcome the temptations that confront us. We must re¬
member not to lose all faith when we fail, because sooner or
later we all will from time to lime. We just must keep try¬
ing. May Isay, though, this sermon is much easier preached
t h e n l i v e d .

A b u n d a n t P a r d o n
John Gipson

“God will abundantly pardon” (Isaiah 55 :7).

Jesus never met aman he wouldn’t save. Look through
the gospel records and see for yourself. You will never find
him saying, “I wish Icould help you, but there’s nothing Ican

You will never hear him say, “Your case is too difficult
for me.” He doesn’t leave any inkling of unwillingness or
inability. He died for “the sins of the world”—all of them. He
shed his blood “ for remission of s ins”—al l s ins. No wonder

he was such an attraction for guilty men. No wonder “then
drew near unto Him all the publicans and sinners for to heaf
h i m .

d o .

Let lost men “seek the Lord while he may be found, call
upon him while he is near.” Why ?“For he will abundantly
pardon.” Have no lingering doubts about God’s pardon. It is
abundant !Those who have fled to Christ for refuge have not
been disappointed—nor will you be.

That’s not to minimize the sins we commit. How many
they seem :Sins of thought—rebellious, proud, blasphemous.
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cruel, false, unholy, and infinitum; sins of word—I would have
to repeat the list ;sins of deed—ranging from theft to murder.
But cease your counting. There is no way to tally so many
sins. They are as countless as the drops of dew which fall in
the autumn morning, as
s e a s h o r e .

G o d

numberless as the sands of the

Ho refreshing it is towill abundantly pardon.'
return to this theme. He will really pardon. Have you that
have been pardoned ever asked, “Is it really true ?Can it
be ?Am Ireally forgiven ?” Yes, it is true !God doesn’t
pretend to forgive ;he forgives. Your sins no longer exist.
They have been removed as far as the east is from the west.
They are gone forever. Those sins have been covered
in adeluge of grace. The poet was right when he said ;

( <

See here an endless ocean flows.

Of never-failing grace,
Behold adying Saviour’s veins,

The sacred flood increase.

It fises high and drowns the hills,
Has neither shore nor bound.

Now, if we search to find our sins.
Our sins can ne’er be found.

What Is The Church Of Christ?
The church of Christ is agroup of men and women who

have been converted to Christ. That coversion began with a
complete change of heart from the love and practice of sin
to submission to the law of God. This change of heart and
purpose was brought about by the Holy Spirit operating
through the one means the Bible tells about, “the sword of
the Spirit, which is the word of God” (Eph. 6:17).

Those in the churches of Chr is t were led to bel ieve in

Christ by the preaching of the gospel of Christ, for “faith
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coineth by hearing and hearing by the word of God” (Romans
10 :17). Without this faith, men and women cannot approach
God for salvation, for “without faith it is impossible to please
him, for he that cometh to God must believe that he is,
and that he is arewarder of them that diligently seek him
(Heb. 11 :6).

This faith leads to asorrow for sin, aregret that is sincere
and unfeigned, and this godly sorrow works repentance (11 Cor.
7.T0). Without genuine repentance, we cannot be saved, for
Jesus said, “1 tell you. Nay, Except ye repent ye shall all like¬
wise perish” (Luke 13:3).

The church of Christ gladly confesses that it believes in
Jesus Christ as the Son of the living God, and before one is
scripturally baptized he makes that confession (Acts 8:36-38).
This confession is in order to salvation (Romans 10:10).

The church of Christ is composed of men and women who
have been baptized into Jesus Christ (Romans 6:3). Baptism
is for the remission of sins, we are plainly told in Acts 2:38,
and it is in this act that one becomes amember of that one
body over which Jesus is head and of which he is the Saviour
(1 Cor. 12:13 ;Eph. 5:23).

The church of Christ today assembles on the first day of
the week to break bread just as it did in New Testament days.

Upon the first day of the week when the disciples came toge¬
ther to break bread, Paul preached unto them” (Acts 20:7).
This is done in tender remembrance of his death for us (1 Cor.
11:24,25), and thus we show forth the Lord’s death until he
c o m e s .

9 9

Upon the first day of the week we contribute, “lay by in
of our money according to our prosperity for carrying» Js t o r e

the “word of truth” to the world, and for caring for the poor
and needy.

The public worship of the church of Christ consists of con¬
gregational singing of gospel hymns, preaching the gospel,
praying, the Lord’s Supper and contributing in sacrifice to the
L o r d .

The church of Christ bears her own burdens, and does not
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ask people who are not members of the church to pay her
obligations, or to support the church. That obligation rests
upon the members only.

When you visit in the church of Christ services, you have
no obligation whatever except to respectfully hear the word of
G o d .

You will find worship after the New Testament pattern,
simple and sincere. Churches of Christ recognize no creed but
Christ, have no discipline or rules but the inspired word of
God. Members wear no name but the divinely given name,
Christian.” And you will find that you have the very greatest

welcome to all the services, too.

Speaking In Tongues
b y

B A S I L O V E R T O N

U s e s o f t h e w o r d

The word tongue is used in the Bible to refer to an organ
in the human body. (Lamentations 4:4; Ezekiel 3:26;
Mark 7:35; Luke 1:64.)

Tongue is used in the Bible many times to refer to what
H e t h a tis done with the tongue. Here is an illustration:

hath afroward heart findeth no good: and he that hath a
(Proverbs 17:20.)perverse tongue falleth into mischief.

Obviously “perverse tongue” in this passage refers to the
wrong kind of speaking; or wrong use of one's tongue.

Many times tongue is used in the Bible to refer to a
language or dialect (Daniel 1: 4; Acts 1:19; 2:8.)

Speaking In Tongues When The Apostles Lived
The apostles of Christ and some who lived when they did

were endowed by the Lord to speak in tongues or languages
which they had not studied. Sometimes this is referred to
in the King James Version as speaking in an unknown
tongue. (1 Corinthians 14:13, 14.) The word unknown in
such passages in the King James Version is italicized which
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it has no corresponding word in the Greek text of them e a n s

New Testament. The translators supplied the word unknown
to emphasize that some spoke in languages that were unknown
to them; languages they had not studied. To d o s o w a s a

m i r a c l e .
Granted Two Ways

The miracle or spiritual gift of speaking in tongues was
These were: (1) baptism of the Holygrauted two ways.

Spirit as in Acts chapters two and ten, and (2) the apostles
laying their hands on others as in Acts 19:6.

Accompanied By Other Miracles
When our Lord Jesus promised that some would “speak

with new tongues” he also said they would cast out devils,
handle serpents, and heal the sick. He also said they would
not be hurt by drinking any deadly thing, (Mark 16:17, 18.)
Those who claim to speak in tongues are inconsistent if they
do not also claim to perform the other miracles mentioned
with speaking in tongues in the New Testament.

The New Testament teaches that speaking in tongues and
all the other miracles were limited to the time of the revelation
and the cofirmation of the New Covenant. (Mark 16:20).
This writer denies that anyone now speaks in tongues or
performs any other miracles !This view is supported by the
teaching of the New Testament.

Sign To Unbelievers
There were those i n t he chu rch a t Co r in th who cou ld

speak in tongues by the power of the Holy Spirit. In teaching
the church there with respect to their misunderstanding of
this miracle or spiritual gift, Paul told them that tongues were
for asign, not to them that believe, but to them that believe
not. (1 Corinthians 14:22.)

Those who claim they can speak in tongues which they
have not studied are inconsistent unless they use their alleged
gift to convince unbelievers that what they do is of God.

There are afew in the church of the Lord who have been

saying they do not claim to be able to speak in tongues, but
that they would not say others could not.
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This writer does not claim to be able to speak in tongueSj
and he denies that others can do so !To those who claim
they have the gift of tongues, this writer is an unbeliever.
They should use their tongue speaking
t h a t b e l i e v e n o t

as asign to them
and try to convince me to be abeliever !

Ichallenge any one of them to demonstrate that he can speak
in alanguage he has never studied !Iwill be glad to arrange
such atest for anyone who may want to try it !

( (

Tongues Were Languages

The miraculous tongue speaking of the New Testament was
Speaking actual languages. The Holy Spirit gave the apostles
utterance and they spoke with other tongues. (Acts 2:4.)
When the people heard them they inquired “And how hear
we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were born ?...
we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works
of God.” (Acts 2:8, 11.) Obviously, these meant by tongues
the languages they spoke.

The tongues re fer red to so much in 1Cor in th ians
Chapter 14 were also real languages for Paul illustrated what
he meant by tongues by quoting from Isaiah 28: 11, 12 where
Isaiah referred to the languages of people. (1 Corinthians
14:21.) Tongues in 1Corinthians 14 were not senseless
jargon, or silly gibberish, or balderdash !Tongues in that
chapter and elsewhere in the New Testament were actual
languages of people !

Tongue Speaking Did Not Assure Spirituality
Modern “tongue speakers 5 >

argue that the church needs
speaking in tongues so it can be more spiritual. This is not
asensible or scriptural claim. The Corinthian church had
an abundance of tongue speaking and other spiritual gifts but
that church was not spiritual, but it was instead carnal. (1 Co¬
rinthians 3: 1-3.)

Tongues Were To Cease
When Paul wrote the 1Corinthian Letter the church in

Corinth was plagued with much strife and division. They
were even fussing over their spiritual gifts like speaking in
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tongues. Paul taught them amore excellent way which is the
way oflove .(1 Corinthians 12:1-13; 13:1-13).

Paul explained that soon the spiritual gifts of special
knowledge, prophecy and speaking in tongues would cease
when “that which is perfect is come.” (1 Corinthians 13:8-10.)

Paul said that spiritual gifts were “that which is in part.
With the spiritual gifts of knowledge, prophecy and tongues
God revealed gradual ly h is wi l l as given in the New
Te s t a m e n t .

n

That which is perfect” is of the same kind as “that
which is in part.” “That which is in part” obviously referred
to the gradual giving of the will of God in the new covenant.
Therefore, “that which is perfect” refers to the completed
revelation of God’s will. Paul explained the difference in
having “that which is in part” (the gradual giving of God’s
will) and “that which is perfect” (the completed revelation
of God’s will). He illustrated this difference by saying, “For
now we see through aglass, darkly; but then face to face: now
1know in part; but then shall 1know even as also Iam
known.” (I Corinthians 13: 12.) “Through aglass darkly
is more literally translated “in amirror obscurely.

While God’s revelation was being gradually made one
could not see himself clearly. But when that revelation was
completed one could look into that “perfect law of liberty
(James 1:25), the complete revelation of God’s will, or “that
which is perfect” and see himself clearly. One can thus
k n o w a s h e i s k n o w n .

As surely as Gods’ will was completely revealed as
contained in New Testament, so spiritual gifts like speaking
in tongues ceased when that revelation was completed. History
ot the era immediately following the apostolic era con¬
fi r m s t h i s .

C (

» »

S 5
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AND THE END DIDN'T COME
Mark H. Nunley

Down through the history of ‘'Christianity” there have
been those groups who have claimed the right and power to
be special interpreters of Bible prophecy for the rest of
Among their many functions, they have set out time and time
again to tell us when Jesus would come again and this life on
earth would end. And although these different groups differ
in various ways, they are the same in at least one point ;
THEIR PREDICTIONS ARE ALWAYS WRONG !

One of these groups that is very well known today has
given the following dates for the end :1914, 1915, 1918, 1925,
AND OCTOBER 1975. Other groups in the past have listed
these dates: October 22, 1844, 1846, autumn of 1874, etc.
B U T T H E E N D

These date-setters are consistently wrong. But what do
they do when they are proven to be wrong ?They deny that
they ever taught such athing. For almost adecade the
Jehovah’s Witnesses have been teaching that the end would
Come in October of 1975, but since they were proven wrong
they now are attempting to reword what they had said and to
deny that they had been teaching what they have. This they
have done down through their history.

And it is difficult to convince their people of these things
because The Watchtower Society conveniently buys up and
destroys their old books which show their past mistakes and
change the wording in their reprints so that their mistakes are
covered up. If you have further interest in this subject, send
to Ted line, Southwest Church of Christ, 3849 W. Encanto
Blvd, Phoenix, Arizona 85009 to receive acopy of his book,
“Questions for Jehovah’s Witnesses”. Asingle copy is one
dollar in price. Bro. Cline has written avery fine little book
on this subject. In the back there is alist of other books on
this subject.

Let’s listen to what the Word of God says about those who
claim to speak from God and arc found to be mistaken and

u s .

D I D N ’ T C O M E .
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M E A N I N G

In order to understand exactly what is meant by the act
of confession one may turn to aNew Testament example in
M a t t h e w 1 6 :

i i When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi,
he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I
the Son of man am ?And they said. Some say that thou
art John the Baptist; some, Elias, and others, Jeremias, or
one of the prophets. He saith unto them. But whom say
ye that Iam ?And Simon Peter answered and said. Thou

5 )

art the Christ, the Son of the Living God.
M a l t . 1 6 : 1 3 - 1 6

The type of confession noted here is asimple statement of
faith in Jesus Christ as the Son of God. This statement has
been denied for nearly 2,000 years in various forms, from the
Jew who claimed he was not the Messiah, to the present day
modernist who somehow concludes that Christ was only a
good guy” on apar with the so-called prophets of many of

today’s world religions. For one to make the confession of
Jesus Christ as the Son of God is to declare total allegiance
to Him as the Messiah and to recognize His authority in one’s
life and to accept asubmission to His commands.

C o m m a n d s

In Matthew 10 the account records Jesus talking to His
disciples about the problems they will face when they go out
to declare His message. However, He tells them of the love
God has for them and how He watches over His creation. He
t h e n t e l l s t h e m ;

Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him
will Iconfess also before my Father which is in heaven.”

M a t t h e w 1 0 : 3 2

The scripture stands as evidence of acommand on con¬
fession, as ablessing for obedience and as apunishment for
d i s o b e d i e n c e . P l e a s e n o t i c e :

c c

n I n T fi s n s ’ s t a t e m e n t i s H i s c o m m a n d t o c o m n l v .
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1 8 : 2 0 - 2 2 :wrong :Deut.

But the prophet, which shall presume to speak aword in
My name, which Ihave not commanded him to speak, or that
shall speak in the name of other gods, even that prophet shall
die. And if thou say in thine heart, How shall we know the
word which the Lord hath not spoken ?When aprophet
speaketh in the name of the Lord, if the thing follow not, nor
come to pass, that is the thing which the Lord hath not spo¬
ken, but the prophet hath spoken it presumptuously :thou
shalt not be afraid of him. ? >

Even Charless T. Russel (founder of this sect) back in 1907
admitted that if their dates should prove to be false. What a
blow that would be !One of the strings of our harp" would
be quite broken !”

What has Jasus said about the date of His return ?Matt.
But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not2 4 : 3 6

the angels of heaven, but My Father only.
5 5

Have you been deceived ?Allow yourself to be deceived no
longer. Come into the light of God’s Word !

The Sound Of Confession
When aperson thinks of confession in religion the most

immediate thought that comes to mind is usually the act of
confessing asin or group of sins to apriest or high church
leader. This probably comes about because of the fact that
this is practiced in one of the major religions of the twentieth
century. This, how'ever, is not what is meant in this study
by the act of confession in religion. Nor is it amourner’s
bench type of profession of what God has done for the
speaker. Confession as it is noted in the first century is
neither of these. It stands as another of the confusing
aspects of religion in the twentieth century, and yet it is one
o f t h e m o « t
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2) The promise that He will confess aknowledge before
Jehovoh of the disciple who confesses Him before men is the
evidence of the great blessing derived from obeying this
command. Seldom does anyone go into astrange place that
he is not very pleased and usually benefited by someone
coming up to him that knows him and introducing him around.
This is such an accepted practice that it is even strongly
adhered to as anew speaker is almost always “introduced
to his audience the first time. The greatest “introduction
that will ever take place will be for Jesus to “eonfess” or

introduce as one of His disciples” the Christian who stands
be fo re t he t h rone o f heaven .

3) In-as-much as Jesus will confess aknowledge before
Jehovah of the disciple who confesses Him, the opposite
would be true in the case of the person who will not make
that confession of Jesus before men. Jesus will not confess a
knowledge of him before His Father in Hea' en.

The Apostle Paul also mentions this type of confession
when he writes to the church at Philippi. His words are very
definite and will leave little doubt as to the necessity of acon«
fession of Jesus Christ as Lord and King.

» >

» »

U

Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus ;
Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be
equal with God, but made himself of no reputation, and took
upon him the form of aservant, and was made in the likeness
of men :And being found in fashion as aman, he humbled
himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of
t he c ross . Where fo re God a l so ha th h igh l y exa l t ed

< (

him, and given him aname which is above every name ;That
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things, in
heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth ;And
that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to
the glory of God the Father. > >

P h i l l . 2 : 5 - 1 1

The apostle is here presenting the story of the great sacri¬
fice. Jesus, even though He was on an equal footing with
Jehovah, was willing to give this up in order to make Himself
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human and to make the great sacrifice on behalf of man. Je¬
hovah has now given Him aname that is far above every
other name. Man is to subject himself before Jesus and
everyone is to confess with the tongue that Jesus is the Lord.
By doing this the Father is glorified. The reader can have
little doubt of the necessity of making an actual confession
with the tongue that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living
G o d .

B less ing
As with every other case of obedience to Bible commands

there is adefinite blessing for obedience to the command. God
just does not call on man to do anything that does not have
merit in it for those who obey the command.

The church at Rome stood along distance from the heart
of the early church and its beginning in the first century, Ho¬
wever, Rome was the capital of the empire and the Christians
who lived there found themselves at the very hub of govern¬
ment. The strength of their discipleship and the faith on
which they stood would have its sure reward for them and for
anyone else who would make the good confession of faith in
Jesus Christ.

In chapter 10 of this letter to the Romans Paul begins by
emphasizing that the Jews have avery sincere zeal to serve God
but that this zeal is without the knowledge of what God really
wants them to do. He tells his readers that the Jews have set

up their own patterns in an attempt to please God but in so
doing they have not patterned themselves after the law God
gave, He then discusses the righteousness that comes from
God and asks the question concerning it ;

But what saith it ?The word is nigh thee, even in thy
mouth, and in thy heart :that is, the word of faith, which we
preach ;That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised
him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart
man believeth unto righteousness ;and with the mouth con¬
fession is made unto salvation.

< (

Romans 10 :8-10
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This open confession of Jesus Christ as Lord and King be¬
gins the life of service on the part of adisciple. It takes
place as faith in Jesus Christ leads one to change direction in
his life. He turns in anew direction. He declares his new
allegiance to his new Lord—Jesus. This new faith, coupled
with achange of life and an outward confession, has aperson
headed in the r ight direction and that direction is to
s a l v a t i o n .

John later records avery short statement on confession but
one that is very simple and plain on the subject :

“Whosover shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God
dwel le th in h im, and he in God. And we have known and
be l i eved the l ove tha t God ha th i n us . God i s l ove :and
he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him.

I J o h n 4 : 1 5 - 1 6

> »

No greater link can be established than for one to realize
the link that is described here. No Vanderbilt, Rockefeller,
or Morgan can offer more riches than can come with dwelling
in God, nor can amore beneficial love ever be manifested than
the one God has for His people.
P u n i s h m e n t

In every blessing for obedience there is the punishment
or loss that will be visited upon these who fail to obey the
c o m m a n d .

Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him
will Iconfess also before my Father which is in heaven. But
whosover shall deny me before men, him will Ialso deny be¬
fore my Father which is in heaven.

> >

M a t t h e w 1 0 : 3 2 - 3 3

No greater pain will ever be realized this side of the tor¬
ments of hell than to hear the Son of God say, “I never knew
you :depart from me
cribes the fact that many will hear these words directed to
them. Also, because many have failed to confess Jesus before

He promises to them, “him will Ialso deny before my

Any yet Matt. 7:32 vividly des-5 ?

m e n .

Father which is in heaven.
5 5
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the chief rulers also many believed“Nevertheless among
on him ;but because of the Pharisees they did not confess

lest they should be put out of the synagogue :for theyh i m ,
loved the praise of men more than the praise of God.

John 12 ;42-43

To gain the praise of men and to lose the praise of God
will stand as the greatest eternal loss ever realized by man.
John tells his readers that many of the chief rulers did not
take astand and declare their faith in Jesus Christ because
they would rather have stood “tall” in the eyes of their fellow
men than in the eyes of God. Hence, they gained the praise
of men while losing the praise of God.

The Story Lesson
Amen from the East African nation of Ethiopia was trave-

road in adeserted region, as one beings readingling down a
in the 8th chapter of the book of Acts. He is in ahigh govern-

the treasurer of his nation and he has beenment position as
up to the city of Jerusalem to worship and is on his way back
home. Unknown to him the Spirit of God talks to the evan-

and tells him to begin traveling down this samegelist Philip
road that the eunuch from Ethiopia is on. They meet and
Philip finds the man reading from the prophecy of Isaiah con¬
cerning the Messiah. Philip asks the man if he understands
what he is reading. He returns aquestion to Philip, “How

I, except some man should guide me?” He requests that
Philip join him. The preacher does so and afirst century
religious discussion begins. The eunuch asks Philip who the
prophet is speaking about and Philip takes the same scripture
that the eunuch questions for the basis of the lesson on Jesus

c a n

C h r i s t .

As they travel along the road they came to some water.
The eunuch sees it and asks Philip, “Here is water what
stands in my way of being baptized ?

If you believe.” The eunuch then says, “I believe
Nothing,” Philip9 ”

says ,
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.

The chariot is stopped immediately after this confession,
and Philip and the eunch both go down into the water and
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Philip baptizes the eunuch from Ethiopia into Jesus Christ.

The example of this man from Ethiopia is an example for
every man of every generation all through lime. Upon learn¬
ing of Jesus Christ as the Son of God and upon making adec¬
ision to follow Him this man asked if any thing else must be
done before his baptism. Philip indicated that if he had
faith then there was nothing in his way. The Ethiopian made
that final step before baptism by declaring with his mouth his
faith in Jesus Christ as the Son of God.

c \
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