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‘Casting Out Devils

In recent times we have heard a great deal about Satan
worshippers on the one hand and about people casting out
devils on the other. A best selling book has been written on
exorcism and a popular motion picture has been produced
from it. All of this has caused new questions to arise concern-.
ing the devil and his dealings with man. We know according
to the Bible that the devil had the power to possess people in
the days of Christ and the Apostles, and likewise they had the
power to cast out evil spirits. But what about now ? Does the
devil have the power to possess people today ? If so, can he be
cast out ? If so, who can cast him out ?

Interestingly enough, the Bible puts forth no effort whats-
oever to tell of Satan’s origin, his power, and how he works.
Neither does the scripture try to convince us of his existence.
Instead, we must rely on statements- made here and there
abouthim. We - are told that God made all things in heaven"
and earth and that means that he originally created the being
who became Satan. In the beginning he was notevil, but
by leading ‘a revolt against the faithful angels he and his
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. associates were cast out of heaven. After the creation of man
Satan lost no time in appearing to Adam and Eve in the
garden of Eden. He came as a serpent and was successful in
deceiving them and there by bringing sin into the world. His
presence has been very much felt, among men: ever since.

The Bible speaks of Satan as Beelzebub, - the devil, demon, -
serpent, the evil one, evil spirit, unclean spirit, and so on. He
is a spirit and may even be spoken of in plurality. In Mark
5:1-13 we read where Jesus had an encounter with a man of
the tombs and the evil spirit that dwelt in him. When Jesus
asked this devil what his name was he replied, “My name is
Legion : for we are many.”” James explained that faith with-
~out works was dead “because even the devils believe and
tremble. - (James 2:19). We speak of -the devil in referring
to Satan,, but he has many who are associated with hith and
for this reason we may speak of the devil or devils and still be
correct.

It seems in the: dayé of Christ and the apostles that God
allowed the devil to have special powers and freedom. That
is, God allowed him to enter people and to actually possess
them or to control them. In such cases those that were
possessed .were helpless against the - evil spirits. The- devil
dwelt in them, directed them, spoke through them, and
tormented them. But what was the purpose of this? Evidently
God allowed the devil this specnal power and freedom to
possess man in order that Christ and the apostles might have
the opportunity to cast Satan out, proving to all that God is
more powerful than Satan. Also, it proved that God was
working through Christ and the apostles and therefore that
they were not imposters or false teachers. Thus, it would seem
that Satan’s special powers were hmlted to thls period only,
for these special purposes.

As we -said, Satan had the power in those days to possess
people. A good example of this is found in Mark- 5:1-13.
Another example of it is found in Matthew 9:32 in the case
of the 'dumb man who had an evil spirit. - Then we read of
Jesus.and the apostles going throughout the villages preaching
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and shewmg glad tidings. “And certam women, thh had
been healed of evil spirits and. infirmities, Mary called Magda-
lene, out of whom went seven devils..,...” (Luke 8:2). When
Philip went down to .Samaria to preach the gospel, the. record
says, “And the people with one accord gave heed unto those
‘things which Philip spake, .hearing and seeing the miracles
which he.did. - For. unclean - spirits,-crying with .loud voice,
.came ont of many that were possessed with .them. : and many
taken with palsies, and that were lame were healed.” (Acts
8:6,7). You will note that not only did Christ and the apostles
have power to cast out evil spirits, but also those who.. had
received the laying on of hands measure of the Holy Spmt
such as Philip, could cast out spirits. There -were many cases
of demon possession in-those times and the Lord and hlS

dlsc1ples were able to cast them all out.

There have been various 'explan"ations offered to sugg.est
that the devil himself never actually possessed anyone. Some
have saxd that those who were thought to have-devils in ‘them
rather were guided by sinful angels. This is not in keeping
with speclﬁc statements made about them and their wherea-
bouts. ~ We read in Jude 6, “And the angels - which kept not
their first estate, but left their own habitation; he hath . reserved
in ever]astmg chaln_s under darkness unto the judgment of the
great day.” Peter wrote, “For...God spared not the angels that
sinhed, but cast them down to hell and delivered them into
chaihs of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment.” (2 Peter
2:4). Others have thought that these demons were the spirits
of the wicked dead, but you recall how the rich man wanted
Abraham to send Lazarus back to" the land of the living to
warn hlS five brothers not to come to such a place. In
response to this request Abraham remmded the rich man that
they had Moses and the Prophets since they were hvmg under
the law, and that if they would not listen’ to them neither
would they listen to one though he were raised from the dead
He continued by saying, “And besnde all thxs, between us. and
you there is a great gulf ﬁxed so that they would pass
from hence to you canriot; neither can they pass to us, that
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would come from thence.” (Luke 16:26). Then there are
those who have’ said that those who had evil spirits did not
actually have evil spirits but rather they had some disease or
elsé they were insane and therefore this sickness was respon-
sible for their action. Tt would appear that some diseases.
were associated with evil spirits, but not always. If you go
back and re-read all of the cases where their were those who had
evil spirits you will note the Lord made a distinction between
diseases and evil spirits. If they were the same, no such
distinction ‘would have been made. And so in spite of the
various explanations given it would seem that none of them
really answer the question : what possessed the people if _ther’e
“were no evil spirits ? To the contrary, all of the scriptures
point to the fact that there indeed were evil spirits who
‘possessed people of that day. ’ ‘ C

All were not possessed by demons but those that were, as’
we know, came in contact with those who were able to
miraculously cast them out. There are a number of cases
given, but let us observe the one in Matthew 12:22-30: “Then
was brought unto him one possessed with a devil, blind, and
dumb ; and he healed him, insomuch that the blind and dumb
both spake and saw. And all the people were amazed, and
said, Is not this the son of David ? But when the Pharisees
heard it, they said, This fellow doth not cast out devils, but by
Beelzebub the prince of the devils. And’ Jesus knew their
thoughts, and said unto them, Every kingdom divided against
itself is brought to desolation ; and every city or house divided
against itself shall not stand : And if Satan cast out Satan,
he is divided against himself ; how shall then his kingdom
stand ? And if T by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do
your children cast them out ? therefore they shall be your
judges. But if I cast out devils by the Siprit of God, then the
k.i_pgdohi of God is come unto you. Or ¢lse how can one
enter into a strong man’s house, and spoil his goods, except
he first bind the strong man ? And then he will spoil his house.
He that is now with me is against me ; and he that gathereth
not with me scattereth abroad.” Here we have the Lord

being accused of casting out devils by the power of Satan
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himseif. In other words, Christ was said to be working_ for
the devil. The Lord shows the inconsistency of this by asking.
the question, “Can Satan cast out Satan ?°. Obviously he can’
not or would not. - Jesus goes on to show thata kingdom,
even Satan’s kingdom, divided against itself shall not
stand.

Christ not only cast out evil spirits but He commanded the
apostles to do likewise. In giving the limited commission, he
said unto them, “Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the
dead, cast out devils ; freely ye have received, freely give.”
(Matthew 10 : 8). In giving the great commissrbn, he said,
““And these signs shall follow them that belleve (and the
context shows that he had reference to the Apostles) Inmy
name shall they cast out devils ; they shall speak with new
tongues ; They shall take up serpents ; andif they drink any
deadly thing, it shall not hurt them ; they shall lay hands on
the sick, and they shall recover.” (Mark 16: 17,18). You will
notice in these statements that the Lord made a dlstmc-:
tion between casting out devils and healing the srck cleansmg
people, and other miraculous deeds. Furthermore, a]though
all accountable people were influenced by Satan, not all were
possessed by him. This means that those who did have evil
spirts in them were a small minority, and God gave hls Son,
the apostles and those they laid their hands on, the power to
castthem out.

— Not all could cast these déemons.out. We have,an exa,mpk
of this in Acts 19 :13-17 : “Then certain of the vagabond
Jews, exorcists, took upon .them to call over them which. had.
evil spirits the name of the Lord Jesus, saying, We adjure you
by Jesus whom Paul preacheth. And there were seven sons of
- one Sceva, a Jew, and chief of the priests, which did so. And
the evil spirit answered and said, Jesus I know, and.Paul I
know; but who are ye ? And the man in whom the evil spirit
was leaped on them, and overcame them, and. prevailed against
them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded.”
Now this reminds me of denominational people today who
claim to have the power to cast out devils. If dev1ls did
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possess people now as some did then, and one of thesé
denominational people tried to cast” them out, then no doubt ‘
they would say, “Christ I know, gospel preachers I know, but
who in the world are you?” Then these spirits would no
doubt turn on such people and run them off. Asa ‘matter of
fact, if devils literally possessed people today and denominatio-
nal people tried to cast them out, such people would be the
firsi to be ..shocked if .they got any response from the

Spirits  whatsoever, ‘and they would probably run for their .
life.
.. The questlon now arises, does Satan possess people today?

I thmk from what has already been said that it is clear that
he does not. Of course many would say that he does. They
can supposedly ‘give examples of such. Butit is easy to ‘be
deceived® on such - matters, especxally wheri one does not
clearly understand what the scrxptures teach on the’ subJect '
For instance, I personally know of a case in which a young
,man had epﬂepsy and occasionally went into convulsions and
fits' and his parents thought he had ax évil spmt in’ him.
Naturally ‘he did not. _Another time there was a young glrl ’
who "had a swollen stomach and she wasin torment. The
parents, relatives, and friends thought that she had' an evil
spirit but through medical treatment it was found that she
was literally being eaten up by worms. Back in 1970 I was
called to" the home of a person I know in New Delhi and he
told me that he was possessed by a devil and asked me to pray
for him and to cast the the devil out. I had to explain what
the Bible taught on the subject and on further being requested
to pray.l prayed that he might. take medicine -and -food.so-
that:he  might regain his strength and health. ' I also- prayed:
that he might have the opportunity to read and study the
truth-'on the matter -50 that he would not continue to be
déceived on' the subject. The devil was in him all right, not-
through possession against his will, but he himself was allow-
ing'the devnl to come into his hfe and to mﬂuence h1m to goin
the wrong direction.” S :

Agam, I have heard many stones in whxch devils were cast' '
out of people, but on enqumng to find out who cast them out



»f :

I Was always told that it was some denoiﬁihatidn‘a,l_ preacher,
But I know that denominational "preachers are false teachers
and people who are in error. Therefore, my question would
be the same one the Lord asked his critics when' théy accﬁéedf
him of casting out devils by the power of Beelzebub, “Can
Satan cast 'out' ‘Satan?” Since he cannot, then I know that
even if people were possessed today by demons that 'd'énoxi;i_n-"
ational preachers and such like could not cast them out, They
are of Satan and Satan therefore would not be casting out
Satan. But how do I know they are of Satan ? Because they
are denominational, they are in man-made churches, they
represent division and false teaching,. just asin the case of
casting out Satan. ' ’ :

Today many people talk about the demon o-t“iﬁefleelj_di,ﬂ;tﬁe
demon of tobacco, the demon of disease, the demon’o

f sin,
and so on. In the Bible we would learn that thése fe
the results of natural physcial disorders or the iools. of Satan
to bring about sin, but that these cannot be classified as{demons
or evil spirits in the sense that the Bible talks about devils. You
can see then that many people are ignorant of Satan and how
he works. The misunderstanding and false teachings on these
Matters are even greater among those around the world who
are backward, illiterate, and are generally ignorant. Being in
darkness, religiously and secularly, and full of superstitions
and fears it is casy for people to be misled on these
matters. ' '

Although the devil does not possess people today as he did
in the days of Christ and the apostles,.:we don’t want to.leave
impression that the evil does not enter- people to use them to
accomplish his purposes. We must understand- though  that
there is a difference in demon possession, were Satan so cont-
rols one that he cannot help himself, and where the individual :
allows or even invites Satan to come into his thoughts, his
actions, and his very life for evil. In the case ‘of demon
possession, the individual could not of and by himself rid
himself of such an evil spirit, but only: through a mifaculous
act could he be cast out. But an individual today not only.can -
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permit Satan to enter his. life but.he can also expell him from

his life on choosing to do so. This is the difference.

7 ‘Nb, Satan cannot come into you and control your life
unless you allow him to. It would be fearful indeed if the

Bible taught that Satan could possess people today as he once

did. In thatcase, how could we escape him and how could

. we rid ourselves of him? But we can be thankful that we can

decide who will live in our lives, whether it be Christ or Satan:

If we are wise, we will decide in favor of Christ. As long as

he is in us and we are in him Satan cannot touch us.

Yet Another Human Problem!

‘Human beings have always had problems in various ways,
such as personal problems, family problems, social problems,
and national problems. However, there is yet another prob-
lem that human beings are guilty of and that is PREJUDICE.
The word Pre-Judice comes from the Latin phrase, Prae-
judici-um, which means Pre-judgment.

* The actual beginning of this problem can be traced back to
the time of Cain and Abel, sons of Adam and Eve. Abel was
murdered by his brother Cain because of his prejudice: -He
did not, in fact, try to find out why his brother’s gift was
acceptable to God and why his was rejected. But without
giving any serious consideration to the matter, and instead of
correcting his own fault, he went on in his own prejudice and
killed his brother.

During the time of war nations build up prejudice against
other nations, and against the people of the opposing country.
For instance, during the last war of Pakistan with India many
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Indian people were mercilessly beaten by their own
Indian fellows in their own country becaiise they might have
been caught in some suspicious way and . were thought to be
Pakistanis. They did not try to ‘learn the truth about the
persons .involved, neither did they take time “to investigate;
but they had already made their mind up and -did accordmg
to their pre-judgment. ' . A

" You talk to young people and soon yow’ll find that they
have prejudice against old people. Likewise the older people
have prejudice against the young people. Educated people are
prejudiced against uneducated people and the illiterates are
against the educated ones. Indians may be prejudxced against
foreigners and foreigners may be' prejudiced against Indians.
There is colour prejudice, caste and race prejudice, culture
prejudlce, economic prejudice, religious prejudxce, and. $o on.

As we go,back to. the time of Jesus, more than 1900 years
ago, we find the Jews were very much prejudiced against the
Samaritans. In fact, the strife between the two groups was
as old as the Assyrian victory over the northern kingdom
about 722 B.C. The Assyrians brought with them hundreds
of people from Babylon to replace Israel’s leading citizens who
were deported. However; many of .the proper and weaker
classes had been left in the land and ' with them the heathen
colonists mingled and intermarried. This made. the Samari-
tans a. mixed race. Later, when the Jews were rebuilding
their temple and the Samaritans appealed to- them to permit
them to cooperate in its building, their offer was turned down.
Now, this blunt refusal aggravated the old feeling of envy very
much. And in the times of Jesus this enmity between Jews
and Samaritans was at its peak and was such, we are told,
that Jews travelling from Galilee to Jerusalem would cross over
to the east side of Jordon and would travel a long distance to
reach Jerusalem rather than to g0 through the country of the
Samaritans..

Luke tells us in the ninth chapter of the book of Luke that
once when Jesus took his journey to go to. Jerusalem directly
through Samaria, and he wanted to ‘stay in a village of the
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Samaritans, people were extremely astonished at this and
would not even give him a place to stay over night in their
village because he was born and lived among the Jews. Again,
on .another occasion, the Apostle John tells us, when being
wearied Jesus came to a certain well and asked a Samaritan
woman to give him water to drink, but instead of giving water
the woman said, “How is it that thou, being a Jew, askest
drink of e, which am a woman of Samaria 7’ And the Apos-
tle further exp]ams by saying, ‘‘For the Jews have no dealings
with the Samarltans »  (John 4:9). Prejudice between-the Jews
and Samantaps gavg blrth as in all other cases, to enmity and
bitterness, and it was so great by the time Jesus came into ‘this
world that they did not have any dealings between them,

-+ Later, Jesus himself became the victim of prejudice. Tt
caused him'to suffer many things in various ways and finally
he was murdered because -of  their prejudice., As ‘we- go
through the New Testament we learn that they did net find
any fault in him to condemn him. Pilate, the gavernor, to
whom Jesus was taken to be tried begged and pleaded with
those prejudiced people to give-any reason as to why Jesus
should be punished. But, in fact, they did not have any
reason to give, except to shout, in: their prejudice, “Crucify
him; Crucify him.”” And Luke, in his record of Jesus’ trial,
tellsus, “And he (Pilate) said unto them the third time,
Why; - what evil hath he done?- I have found no cause of
death in him-: I will thérefbre chastise him, and let : him go.”
And speaking about ‘the- crowd he . writes, “And they were

. instant with loud voiées, requiring that lie might be crucified.
And the voices of them and of the chief priest prevailed.”
(Luke 23:22-23). ' Thus, préjudice played a -great role in the
trial and crucifixion of Jesus Christ.

) Human bemgs have always been preJudlced to a number of
things. There are, however, ‘several reasons as ta why people
become prejudiced against things. The main of which is that
people pass on their judgment on thmgs without investigating
about them. Religiously speaking, there are thousands.of
peoplé who are highly prejudiced on religious ‘matters. " They
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thirik within themselves that they are heading toward "heaves;
on the basis of what they believe and practice, while in fact;
they may be walking on a way which seemeth right unté them
but the end thereof are the ways of death. = (Proverbs. 14:12):
No, doubt such were the people of whom Christ spoke in
Matthew Chapter 7. There they were so sure that they . were.
going to heaven that they even questloned the Lord when He
passed his judgment on them. Needless to say, they knew
the will of the Lord masmu_c_h as it is revealcd unto: all Peop,lf?
or else why should the Lord require of them to do His will ?
But, alas, they were too prejudiced with their own beliefs and
doctrines that they did not even try to search and investigate
whether they were truly doing what. the Lord had said in
His word. : : :

But, my friend, what about you ? Have you ever trled to
investigate your religion ? Have you ever seriously considered
where you stand ? Have you ever thought of mvestlgatmg ‘
your falth teachmgs, and doctnnes that you are folIowmg ?
Yes, my friend, it is very easy to say, .“I am alright.””’ “This
is exactly what Paul and Cornelius had thought about them-
selves before becoming Christians. (Acts 22:26, 10). Remember,
your prejudiced stand on rehgxous matters may cause you one
day to be lost eternally. You may e prejudiced agamst Chnst
or against Christianity; others may be pre_]udlced agamst the
church of Christ; yet others may be preJudxced agamst the
Lord’s command of baptism (Matk 16: 16; Acts 22: 16) or
agamst some. other things about Whlch the New Tesfament
teaches. ButI encourage you to read’ your B’“ble, study, search -
and’ 1nvest1gate It surely 1s ‘a seﬁous matter 1t 1s a matfer of
life and death ! ’ :

A lChﬂd Of The ng

By John Waddey

“For ye are all sons of God through faxth in Chnst Jesus
Gal. 3:26. How thrilling it is to reallzed that we who are
dlsclples of Jesus are children of the ng of heaven and earth.
Most peoplé would be proud just to* fiid'somme’ drop of ‘tbyal
biood in their genedlogy from ‘the anéitht Past. - As ‘Chtistian§
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we can beé sons and daughters of the greatest monarch of all.
God hasno grand-children ! As children of the King we have
many blessings bestowed upon us, but there are also many
respons1bxht1es that come with this honored position.

, Royal Garments

Children of the King wear princely robes. It  would be
mappropnate for them to dress otherwise. ““And it was given
unto her that she should array herself in fine linen, bright and
pure : for the fine linen is the righteous attire of the saints.””
Rev.19:8. We can hear the Father saying. “Bring forth
quickly the best robe, and put it on him ; and put a ring on
his hand and shoes on his feet.”” Luke. 15:22. With the privi-
lege of royal garments comes the responsibility to keep them
undeﬁled if we would walk with Christ. Rev. 3:4.

A Royal Name

The King’s children. wear the family name, Christian,
proudly. Acts 11:26. It is an honorable name, Jas. 2:7. We
never be ashamed of that name, no matter what comes our
way.. Peter writes, “If a man suffer as a Chrlstxan, let hi‘m

not be ashamed but let h1m glorify God in this name
I Pet 4:16.

Royal Palace -

As chlldren of the King, we are privileged to live in the
King’s house. The house of God is the church of the 11Vmg
God, I Tim. 3:15. The child born to a man lives in the father s
house and eats at his table, unless somethmg is wrong; per-
- haps death, infidelity, quarreling. . The same is true in'the
church. The difference is, if the Chlld is not residing in the
father’s house and eating regularly at his table, thé fault is in
us, not in the father. Christ appointed for us a kingdom that
we might eat and drink at his table in his kingdom. Lk. 22:29-
30. Every faithful child:of the King will be atthe father’s

table each.Lord’s day to break the bread and commune  with
the father Act 20:7.

Royal { Gonduci

Belpg chlldren of the ng, we must conduct ourselves in a
manner worthy of our royal estate. We must walk WOl‘thlly of
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the calling wherewith we are called, with lowliness and meek-
ness, with longsuffering...giving diligence to. keep the unity of
the spirit in the bond of peace. Eph. 4:1-3. All must be blame-
less and - harmless, children of God thhout blemish in the
midst of a.crooked and perverse generation. Phil.. 2: 14-16. We
should be examples.of good works, uncorruptness and gravxty
Tit. 2:7-8. Whatsoever we do must be in the glory of God. I
Cor. 10:31. . )
: Family Pride
The King’s children should be proud of the royal heritage.
- Heads should always be held high.. Never should ‘we be,asha-
med of our relatnonshnp to the great King. Paul was never
asharhed of his position, ‘neither should we be. II Tim. 1:12.
Let us- always be thankful for sucha pﬂvnleged posmon m llfc
Col. 112-14
~ Blessings and Wealth

‘Sons and daughters of the King ‘enjoy the blcssmgs and
wealth of the Sovere:gn : “For all things are yours, whethe:
Paul or Apollos, or Cephus, or the world, . or life, or death or
thmgs presext, or thmgs to come; all are yours......” 1 Cor.
3.21-22. Although he showers us with every good and perfect
gift of a material nature, the gréat gifts are spiritual omes !
-Forgiveness of our trespasses, Eph. 1:7; Freedom from- guilt,
shame and condemnation, Rom. 8:1;-The privilege to talk with
the King in prayer,  knowing he will hear and answer our
petitions, John 14:13. - “How much- more shall -your Father
who'is in heaven give good thmgs to them that ask h1m
'Matt 7: 7-11 :
- Heirs of the King
_ The childten of God are hen‘s of the royal estate, joint heu's
with Christ, Rom 8:16-17. We will inherit the home, the
authority, the wealth, the respect of the King. “‘He that ovcrco- '
meth, I will give to him to sit down with me.in my throne...’
Rey. 3_;21.

. A Royal Bn'th .
Only those born into the royal family can be clnldren of :
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the ‘Kfng' “Except one be born of watér and the spirit, he can-
no hter-into the kmgdom of God.” John 3:3-5. We are
begotten agam through the word of God. I Pet. 1: 23 Scup-
tirre amply shows that one is born into God’s royal family
when with faith and repentance he'is baptized in the name of

Jesus for remission of sins and to recelve the gift of the I-Ioly
Spirit; Acts2:38. " :

Qo you want to be a child of the King ?

Why Should God Be Served

» : ' Wayne Jackson

We are living in times when it is becoming increasingly
fashlonable to be anti-religious. People are raising the question:
Is religion really valid ? - If there is a God, just why should I
serve him ?. One young athexstlc college student tecently said:
“The §0- c,alled God of the Bible must beon a super-ego trlp if
_he expects men to worshlp only him.” Are there valid reasons
. __£or commlttmg one’s life to Jehovah ? Tragically, far too few
Chrlstlans are able to give an inquiring world satlsfactary
,an ers to this urgent query,

:*WHO'IS GOD ? God is the supreme Spirit of the universe.
(Jn. 4:24, 1 Tim. 6:15,16). He is eternal (Psa. 90:2), all powerful
(Gen, 17:1), and infinitely wise (Rom..11:33-35). Jehovah is
‘holy (Isa. 6:3), righteous and. just (Psa. 89:14), rich in mercy
“(Eph. 2:4), and loving (1 Jn. 4:8). Thus, on the basis-of his
nature, our God is_‘‘worthy to be praised” (Psa. 18.: 3)
This is one of the great lessons of the ‘book of Job. Satan
charged that God is not worthy of man’s praise separate from
fthe phys1cal b]essmgs hie bestows. Accordingly, as a test case,
. J’ob of Uz was greatly afflicted. He was deprived of prosperity,

"hea‘lth and fnendsh:p Yet through all of this, he contmued to

T

REASONS FOR SERVING GOD —First of all, it needs to
be made clear that Jehovah doesnot covet our service from
‘SéIfsh motives. - God, being infinite in all his attributes, is not
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personally enhanced by human worship. Contrary to the facts, -
it is commonly-held that ‘the more we worship God, the greater :
he is glorified, and thus, as stated above, the. Lord urges:
"men to serve him because of a “super-ego. > How wonderfully
the. Scrxptures refute this ignorant charge. Just prior to ‘his
death Jesus prayed “And now, Father, glorify thou me’
Wlth thme own self with the glory which T ‘had with thee’
before the world was. » (Jn. 17 :5). Had Jehovah’s gloryf

been INCREASING by virtue of human service cross the

centuries, Christ would hardly have prayed to simply sharé

agam the glory which was’ charactenstic of them prior to crea-f

tion ! Because God is love (I In. 4:8), and he longs for

man’s altimate happmess, hé urges the human race to truly

serve him. This is what man was demgned to do. (See Isaiah'

43:7 and ‘Ecc. - 12:13). And no person ' will ever know

genuine contentment apart from -obedience to Almighty’

God. :
: Secondly, God: is worthy of our servnce because he is the‘
Creator .and we are his Creatures. Splrrtually, we.are created
in God’s own 1mage (Gen. 1:26); physncally, we are des~
cended from Adam and Eve,. Thus, ‘the Psalmist humbles us
by emphasnzmg that it is God “‘that hath made us, and . not
we ourselves” (Psa. 100:3). It is in order . to escape -the,
natural responsrblhty necessitated by the creature-Creator rela~
thDShlp that men have resorted to the absurd theory of- evolu-
tion.. God, as the Potter, has a “right over the clay” (Rom,
9 21) and all of the foohsh denials-of men to the contrary
will not- change that fact !

* Thirdly, men ought to submlt to God because of the condl-
tion they are in. All responsible persons are sinners. = (1.Jn,
1:10; Rom. 3:23). No, we were not born evil; but.ir.our
youth (Gen. 8 : 21) we yield to the weakness of the flesh and
thus, relatively early in life we “go astary” from God (Psa.
58 : 3). The corruptness of mankind appears to have become
increasingly vile. (2 Tim. 3 : 13). As we surrender ourselves
to the habitual commission of sin, we become slaves thereto
(Jn. 8 : 34), and thus, it ought to be very obivious that if we
are to escape this miserable servitude, it wiil be by virtue of
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our contact with the Holy God who is able to free us from sin
(Rom. 6 : 17, 18) that we might become *“partaker of the divine
nature™ (2 Peter 1.: 4)

Fourthly, men ought to serve God for the sheer pleasure of
1t The devil has sown a deceitful tale when he - suggests that
the Christian life is all pain and woe. .Itis true, of course,
that there are trials in living for Christ (2 Tim. 3: 12), but
there are rewards, to be claimed here and now, that. are rich
indeed. . Ouar Saviour promised : “Blessed are the meek ; for
they. shall inherit the earth.” (Mt. 5:5). . And Paul spoke of
the “peace of God, which passeth all understanding,”” (Phil.
4:7), of which the world knows nothing.. Oh, to be certain
there i 1s some pleasure in sin, but such pleasure is only “for a
season.”” (Heb. 11:25). In the final analysis, the “way of.
the: transgressor is hard.” (Prov. 13 : 15).

.. Fifthly, it pays to obey God because all accounts are not
settled in this life. The inspired writer of Psalms was deeply.
perplexed when he observed “the prosperity of the wicked”
(Psa 73: 3),even to the point of wondering if perhaps his
religon was in vain (vs. 13). But he went into the “sanctuary
of God” (the source of real truth as opposed to human
wisdom) and the “latter end” of the wicked was revealed to
him (vs. 17). Why can’t men see that there is an eternity ahead
through which their immortal spirits will live ? Jesus raised the
question ! “For what shall a man be profited, if he shall
gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? Or what shall a
man give in exchange for his soul ?” (Mt. 16 : 26) The Lord
here drives home the point that if 'one had a deed to this entire
earth (how vastly rich!), and yet lost- his SOUL, he would
brdﬁt absolutely nothing. Think-about it. It DOESpay to
serve God; and dreadful will the consequences be for those
ho do not'!
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QUESTION :
" A letter comes from W.G. Dt., Andhra Pradesh :

“Sir, I have to say many thanks for your kindness for I
have received two importafit books from you. We are in
discussion about ‘the’ place of a womanin the church, In
your book called, ‘Bible Solutions to Human Problems’, which
I'like, woman is singing. - Why is a Woman not allowed to
speak like man in a -congreation? You have mentioned about
baptism, smoking, drinking, fortune telling, bribery, and so on,
which are very common among our Christians in most of our
- denominations. May God bless your work and may he fill you

with the Holy Spmt 0. that you may work well: Thanking you.
Yours in the Lord. i

ANSWER :

Thank you ‘very much for your letter and we are more
than pleased that you like the books that we have sent to you.
Our prayer is that you will continue to read and study these
matters in view of what the Bible teaches.

There are several thmgs that I would like to comment on
but first of all .we wﬂl consider your main question, and that

“Why is a woman ‘not allowed to _speak . like man ina
congregatlon ”» The reason for this is very simple: The Bible
prohibits such. If you will go back and read through the New
Testament you will note that the Lord gave man the responsi-
b111ty of pubhcly preaching and. teachmg his word, The
Apostles were men. The seven that were chosen to assist the
Apostles were men. (Acts 6). Elders and Deacons were men.
(1 Tnmothy 3 and Tltus 1). Why was this ? Evidently God
had a reason for this.

When we look closer at man and woman’s relationship, we.



18

tecall that man was created first and then. woman., Man had

a role and woman had a role. One could not do without the

other, but neither could one assume the role of the other. They

" were distinct and different but equally 1mportant We are told
God is head of Chfist; that Christ is the head of man, and that
man is the head of woman. (1 Corinthians 11°: 3). Thérefore in
marriage and home life man is to be the head. He is to give
leadership to his family. As long as God’s order is respected
then things  go well but when it is pushed aside then
there are problems- The same is true in the church.

When it comes to spiritual matters, man is to take the
lead.. ' While God knew of the importance of leadership in the
church and its work, at the same time he did not wish to put
man and woman in a position- where they would be competing
with ‘each other. Therefore because of man’s natural makeup
and ability, and his role in relation to woman, wife, and family,
then he gave him the responsibility of giving leadership to the
church and its work. o

- On the. other hand woman is physically weak; needs some
one who is stronger to give her help, strength; and guxdance.
She is told to be in subjection to her husband (1 Peter 3:1)
and in rehglous matters she is to rcmam silent. Paul wrote,
“Let your women keep s11ence in the chuiches : for it is not
permxtted unto them to speak ; but they are commanded to be
under 6bedience, as also saith the.law. And if they will- 1earn_

_any thing, let them ask their husbands at home : forit isa
shame for women to speak in the church. » (1 Corinthians
14':°34,35). Again, he sa1d “Let the woman learn in silence
Wlth all Sl]b_]CCth]J ‘But 1 suﬂ'er not a woman to teach, nor to
uSurp authority over the tnaf, but to be in silencé. For-Adam
was first forméd, then Eve. And Adam was not deceived, but
the woman being deceived was in the transgression. Notwith-
standmg she shall be saved in childbearing, if they continue
in faith and charlty and holmess w1th sobnety (1 Tlmothy
2% 11- 15) ’ o

So the scnpture says that the woman is to remain s1lent
That means that in pubhc ‘meetings of men and women she
cinnot Tead the ‘singing; lead in prayet, “preach and teach, or
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do other things that would put her in a position of usurping
authority over the man. She should not want to do such
things in the presence of men and neither should they-allow
her to do this. If she doesso then it is both ashame to ‘her
and -alsoto the men because- God’s order lhas been rejected.

This is not to Dbelittle woman or to say that she is not impor-
tant. Rather, it is to recognize that God has given her a
position and a work to do “and when shé limits herself to that
then shé” is'in her place The very same thing is equally true
with man." ' :

What then can woman do? She can be a Christian, -a
Christian wife, a Christian mother takmg care of her family,
giving teachmg and tralnmg to Ther- children, and mvolvmg
herself in good works. As a Christian she can attend worship,
participate in the singing, prayers, study, and so on. However,
remember that she can sing without being the song leader, she
can pray without leading the prayer, she can study without
being the teacher or preacher, and likewise with all of the
worship. She can teach the ladies, teach children, do personal
work, and do all kinds of other good works.. As we noted
earlier, Paul said, ‘“‘Nothwithstanding she shall be saved in
childbearing, if they continue in faith and charity and holiness
with sobriety.” (1 Timothy 2:15). There is no. greather
honor that can come to.a woman than that of bearing children
and they can .do no greater work than - that of moulding,
influencing, training and bringing their children up in the :way
they ‘should go. Peter wrote, “Likewise, ye wives;, be in
subjection to your own husbands ; that, if any obey not the
word, they also may without the word be won by the" conver-
sation of the wives; While.they behold your chaste. conversation
coupled with fear. Whose adorning let it not be that outward
adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearingof gold, or of
putting on of apparel ; But let it be the hidden man of the
heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the : ornament of a
meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great
price. For after this manner in the old time the holy women
also, who trusted in God, adorned themselves, being in sub=
jection unto their own husbands : Even as Sara obeyed
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Abraham, calling him Lord : whose daughters ye are, as long
as ye do well, and are not afraid with any amazement. Like-
wise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge,
giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker véssel, and as
being heirs together of the "grace of life ; that your prayers be
not hindered.” (1 Peter 3 : 1-7). ‘

Therefore, don’t think fora minute that because a3 woman is
not allowed of God to pubhcly preach or to assume the role of
the man in other ways that there is nothing for her to do.
There is plenty for her to do and if she will do that then she
will be kept busy for the Lord and will be able to accomplish
great things for him. The great need today is not for woman
to compete for man’s job but to do the work that only the
woman can do.

_ Perhaps that should answer your question about the role of
the woman in the church but if you have other = questions on
the subject then we would be happy to hear from
you.

You speak of Christians in the various denominations. In
the scriptures there is no mention of denominationalism as we
know it today. The question arises therefore if it is possible
for Christians to be found in such organizations. Would it
not be better for us to return to the Bible, learn of the Lord’s
church, do that which would make us members of it,
and therefore for us to be one in Chnst ? This is our plea to
all people today.

In referring to the Holy Spirit, he is with me and in me as
1 follow his instructions in doing the Lord’s will. - His work
today is to strengthen-us in Christ, not to perform' miracles as
He did in the first century when the word was being written
and confirmed. So he does not enable me to do miraculous
deeds. I mention this because most people think that the
Holy Spirit dwells in one and works ‘in one separate and apart
from the word and this is not true. :

Again, thank you for your letter, your comments, and your
questions.
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Errors-of Jehovah’s Witnesses
Robert L. Willis
This article is needful because some (Jehovah’s: Witnesses)
teach and contend that man is wholly mortal and does not-pos-
sess an ever-living soul. We choose to present this material
because we believe the. Bible. clearly teaches that man does have
or possess an everliving soul or spirit.

. A few years ago, one of their leaders, B. M. Cole; signed
and affirmed the following proposition : “The Scriptures teach
that man is wholly mortal, that soul-or spirit dies at death, and
remains in an unconscious state until resurrected.” (Handbook .
on Materialism, Roy J. Hearn, P. 1.) Note that “soul” and
“3pirit™ are recognized in this proposition as being the same.
What Some Have Said About Man And - His Soul or
Spirit

““The beast has body and breatﬁ, and. man has no more.”
(Let God Be True, Rutherford, PP. 59-60.) Ecclesiastes 3.16-20,

is often used to support this contentlon Read verse 21 to
refute the error.. . : '

“Was man made with a thing called a “soul” which was
saparate and distinct from the body ? And could ‘this soul
exist apart from the body.and also -go. into other bodies. that
say of a cow or an insect or of a spiritual angel ?... God did
not breathe into him an 1mmater1a], invisible soul that could
exist independently of the body and leave it and go somewhere
else. A living soul was what man became and not what man
had inside him. - A living man has soul, that i§ to say, he has
life or existence as a kuman soil, but he does not have  an in-

- telligent, separate something inside-him which can abandon his
body for a néew existence’ elsewhere. Man and woman are -
human souls. But how the religions of this world, including "
those of Christendom, have twisted that fact and dec€ived man-
kind.”” (What Has Religion Done For Man, Pp. 39-40).

“So when Adam died 930 years old the soul died. There
was ‘no mtelllgent, conicious, sentient soul that survived
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Adam’s death to go anywhere. A religion that teaches other-
wise is the devil’s rehglon » (What Has Religion Done For
Man ? P. 63.)

“When'a man dies he is as dead as a dog.” (Deliverance,
P. 324) —

“No man has or possesses a soul.’”’ (Riches, Rutherford ,
P. 180) - (Compare “In your patience possess ye your soul.”*"
Luke 21:19.) :

. “Man dies like other animals, and all go into the same

place (Where Are The Dead?, P: 36.)
“The word SOUL means_a creature that hves moves and‘A
breathes.”” (Cause of Death, P.. -4,)

A Summation of What Jehovah’s Wxtnesses Teach About
the Soul

1. ~Soul and spirit recognized as being the same. (P'r:tl# .
position of Mr. B. M. Cole.)
2. Man is said to be wholly mortal... All of man subject to
" death.
Man does not have a soul or spmt dwellmg in him. -
“‘Soul or spmt 1s the air we breath.”
Man s soul or spmt does not leave the body
The: soul or spirit cannot exist apart from the body

There is no sentient, conscious soul that survives to g0
- anywhere when death comes to man’s physical body

N ovA w

8. At death men and animals go to the same place
9. : “When a man dies he is as dead asa dog ”

.10. Those who teach that man has an nmnortal ever-hvmg :
soul is teaching the devil’s religon.

Some Tlungs the Bible Says About Man and Hxs Soul
or Spu'lt .
- Genesis-2: 7 “God formed man of the dust of the ground,
and breathed into. his nostrils the breath of life; and man be<
came a living soul.” By a figure of ‘speech called metonymy
one word is here used for another and a part is put for the
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who]e The word “soul” is here used to refer to the whole
person or being. Compare 1 John 4: 1-3, and Ezekiel 18 4, 20. v
The ““breath of life” involves more than air inhaled or exhaled. A
An inanimate body pumped full of air would not live, The
“breath of life” was ‘that vital life prmcxple or spirit that God

infused into man, and as a result he becamé a ‘living soul or

living person. James 2:26, “‘The body without the spirit is dead.
That part of man created in the ‘‘image of God” was not the

physical body, but the spirit of man.

. Hebrews 12:9, God is said to be “the Father of our
splrlts

Acts 17:28-29, “We are God’s offspring.”

God:‘formed’’ man’s spirit within him. Zecharxah 12 1,7+
...And formeth the spirit of man ‘within him.”

Ecclesiastes 3:21, “Who knoweth the  spirit of man that

goeth upward, and the spmt of the beast that goeth downward
to the earth.”.

+ Ecclesiastes 12:7, “Then shall lhe dust return unto the earth-
as it was : and the spirit unto God who gave it.” :

- Psalms- 90:10, We are “,..soon:: cut off and we fly away.
“Now we know the body does not, fly away when we are cut off,
It is buried in the grave. But, “We” fly away...whep “We’ are .
cut off : What is this we that flies away ? It is not the body !
Is it only the air that is exhaled ? Or, is it the spirit. of man ?
Anyone wﬂlmg to be honest and fair can see the answer to this

- question. It is man’s spirit that flies away when death occurs.
The Bible clearly‘teaches that" thereis a spmt that dwells
in man. - The following scripturés prove this fact.

Job 32:8, “But there is & ‘spirit.in man: ‘and the ‘inspiration’:
of the almighty giveth-them understanding.”

Job 27:8, “For what is the hope of the hypocrite, though
he hath gained, when God taketh away his soul

-Job.14:22, “But his flesh upon him shall .have pain and
his soul within his shall mourn.”

- Danjgl 7:15,:“I was grieved in my spirit in. the midst of
my body.” :
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Jonah 2:7, ““...when my soul fainted within me I remeéri-
bered thé Lord: and my pr'ayer came in unto thee.”

1 Corinthians 2:11, “For what man knoweth the things of
a man, save the spirit of man which is within him.”

A clear cut distinction is made between the body and soul,
or the spirit of man. Consider these passages carefully.

2 Corinthians 7:1, “Having therefore these promises,
dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthliness of
the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness. in the fear of the
Lord” '

Matthew 10:28, ‘‘And fear not them which kill the body,
but are not able to kill the soul : but rather fear him which is
able to destroy both soul and body in hell.” (The word “hell”
here refers to the gehenna of fire.) -

2 Thessalonians 5:23, ‘‘And the very God of peace sanctify
you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and
body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord
Jesus Chirst,” o :

1 Corinthians,5:5, *...Deliver such an one unto Satan for
the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the
day of the Lord Jesus.”

The soul or spirit can leave the body...be v'separated' from
the body, and exist apart from it.

Genesis 35: 18, “And it came to pass as her soul was depart-
ing, (for she died) that she called ‘his name Benoni...

Luke 23:26, “Father into thy hands I commend my spirit: -
and having thus said he gave up the ghost,” (ghost=spirit.)

Act 2:31, “...his soul was not left in hades, neither did his
flesh see corruption.”

Act 7:59, “...Lord Jesus receive my spirit.”’

Luke 12:19-20, “Thou fool, this night is thy 'soul required
of thee.”

Revelation 20:4, “And I saw the souls of them that were
beheaded for the witness of Chirst.”
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2 Corinthians 12:1-4, “It is not expedient for me doubtless
to glory. I will come to visions and revelations of the Lord. 1
know a man in Christ about fourteen years ago (whether in
the body or out of the body I cannot tell : God knoweth,) such
an.one caught up to the third heaven. AndI know such a
man, (whether in the body or out of the body, I cannot tell :
God knoweth:) How .he was caught up into paradise, and
heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to
utter.”

2 Corinthians 4:16, “For which cause we faint not; but
though our outward man pensh yet the mward man is renew-
‘ed day by day.” . . '

2 Corinthians 5:1-8, “For we know that if our earthly
house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of
God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.
For in this we groan earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with
our house which is from heaven : if so being clothed we shall
not be found naked. For we that are in this tabemacle do
groan, being burdened : dot for that

be unclothed, but clothed,” but clothed upon,  that
mortality might we would be unclothed, but clothed upon, that
mortality might be swallowed up of life. Therefore we are
always confident knowing that, whilst we are at home in the
body, we are absent from the Lord. We are confident, I say
and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to.be pre-
sent with the lord.”

Acts 9:39, “Then Peter arose and went with them, When he
was come, they brought: him into the upper chamber: and all the
widows stood by him weeping, and showing the costs and gar-
ments. Which Dorcas made, while she was with them,”

Now, let us note a few things about this verse of scripture :

1. Dorcas died...Her body was placed in an upper cham-
ber.

2. The body of Dorcas was present and observable, but
the real Dorcas was absent. She was no longer “with
them.”

3. When death came to Dorcas, the real per.son..'.the inh‘e;
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man departed out of the ﬂeshly body ‘and the spirit
" returned to God who gave 1t Ecclesxastes 12 7)

4 * Death’is the separation: of ‘the spirit from the body,

3 (James 2 :26.) " However, the spmt or’soul, or the inner

: - ‘man does not die at this time of $eparation, Thxs fact
- ‘can be seen by a casual readmg of Luke 16: 19-31 '

2, Peter 1:13-14, ‘Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am  in
this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in remembrance;
knowmg that shortly I must put off this my tabernacle even as
our Lord Jesus Christ has shewed me.” ,

Philippians 1:21-24, “For me to live is Chnst' aud 'to dle is
gain. Butif I'live in the flesh, this is the fruit of my labour :
© yet what I shall choose I know not. For I am in a_strait. bet-
" 'wixt two; having a desire to" depart, and to be thh Chnst
which is far better nevertheless to ablde in the ﬂesh is nmore
needful for you.” ' -

Some Conclusions on This Matter. L
1. Man does have a God-given soul or spirit.

2.. This soul or spirit dwells in man’s body.- ,

3. This-soul or-$pirit departs out of the body at death

4." This soul or spirit can exist apart ftom the phys1cal

body. S o :
5. Man is not wholly mortal and the *soul ‘of spmt does
not die when ‘“physical death” comes to man.

6. The doctrine of Jehovah’s Witnesses false. ©* We should

expose their false doctrines and set forth the truth for
- the people because souls are at stake Cf. Ephes:ans
511, ~ : : :

A Challenge to Jehovah’s Witnesses

Jehovah’s Witnesses try to leave the impression ‘that mem-
bers and ministers of the Church of Christ are unwilling to dis-
cuss their doctrines with them. . This is untrue. - We are will-
ing and ready to meet any of their recognized-leaders:in public
discussion on all points of their false doctrine at any-time. Any

such public discussions can be arranged by .writing to Sunny
'Dav1d Box 3815, New Delhi 49.
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Churachandpur
Manipur

Church of Christ
GNT Road
Pozhal, Madras-600066

Church of Christ

953 Kalasiguda, Bolarum
Secunderabad 500010, A.P.
Hyderabad

Church of Christ

H. No. 1-9-312/5/2
Vidyanagar

Hyderabad 500044, A.P.

Church of Christ -

160, Mukerjee Nagar,

Kingsway Camp,
Delhi-9.:

Church of Christ
Opp. District Courts
Kannavarithota
Guntur 4, A.P.

Church of Christ

Mannur Post -
Jayempu-524131"
Nellore Dist, A.P.
Church of Christ.

37 M.S.O. Colony

Bansawadi Road.:
Bangalore-33 :
Church of Christ -
9, Brran St.
Pursawalkam
Madras-7

Church of Christ
35, Lock Street
Kottur,
Madras-600085
Church of Christ
Nongtim Hills
Shillong

Church of Christ
Ketti, P.O. Nilgiris
Tamil Nadu
Church of Christ

-No. 50-753-177

Gooty Road
Kurnool-2 (A.P.)
Church of Christ
Pool Bagh Road
Vizianagaram-2.
Church of Christ
Vattapadam
Palankara -P. O.
Nilambur

Kerala State

Church of Christ G, Kondur (P.0.)
Via Kondapalli Krishna District, A.P.

These are but a few of the addresses of the churches of
‘Christ located in India. Contact the one nearest you for
information about worship services, Bible Correspondence
Courses, and tracts, etc, : .
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