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Confessmn Of Faults

- . One of the most difficult things in. the world for one to do
is to- say, “I have sinned.”” 1In reading through - the.Bible you
will note that very few had the courage to make:such a state-:
ment. Not only so, but from that day to this mankind has
not changed on this point. And:yet;; man isa sinner and

can always say, ‘I have sinned.”” This'is true not only of the
non-Christian but of the Christian as well.

On obeying God to become a Christian one should be.
faithful to the Lord. That does not mean that a person can,
live a perfect life and never make any mistakes, but it .does
mean that one can put forth every effort to be as true to his.
calling as possible. In doing this then he is able to walk in
the light as he is in the light and the blood of Jesus Christ
cleanses him from all sins, (1 John 1:7). Buta!ldo not
remain faithful. Many fall by the. way. They turn back.
They err. They sin. Although still children of God, they are
erring children. In this state they are lost and at the same
time do the Lord’s cause a great deal of harm by “their

example. What needs to be done in this cause ?. What can be.
done ? '

Those who are upwilling to repent so as to enable them to
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return to their first love should be dealt with in 3 scriptural
way by withdrawing fellowship from them. (1 Cormthxans 5;
Matthew 18 : 15-17). Those who are- willing to return to the
Lord should be encouraged to do so. As a matter of fact,
every effort should be made to bring them back. For them
to return, however, they must comply with the conditions that
are stated in the scriptures. :

It is wonderful to know that once onme sins there are
provisions made whereby he can be restored. The Bible does

not teach that once saved always saved and neither does it
teach that once one departs from the Lord that he must forever
remain lost. To say that it is possible for one to sin and then ‘
be forgivien does not mean that the Lord is encouraging sin,
but rather it suggests that the Lord has left man in the posi-/
tion of being a free moral agent where he has the ability to
decide whether he will obey God or not and whether he will
remain faithful or not. . It also leaves man in a position where
it is possible for him to repent and return to the Lord once hé
has gone back into sin. Just knowing that this is true makes
one thank God all the more for his longsuffering, grace,
and mercy. Read the story of the prodigal son in Luke 15.

Of course the Lord does not want one to go back into sin
and there is no assurance that once one does that'he will ever-
make it back to the place of safety. Therefore, for “one to
backslide, to err, and to sin then it means that he has fallen
away and that he is lost and that he will remain lost as Iong as.
he is in that state.

For one to return to the Lord, and therefore to safety, then
there are certain things he must do. First of all, he must
genuinely repent of all of his sins. We not only have the
story of the prodigal son (Luke 15) that illustrates this but we
also have the story of Simon the sorcerer who obeyed God and
then tried to buy the gift of God with money. "Peter told him
in no uncertain terms, “Thy money perish with thee, because
thou hast thought that the gift of God may be purchased with
money. Thou has neither part nor lot in this matter : for thy
heart is not right with God. Repent therefore of this thy

wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine



heart may be forgiven thee. For I perceive that thou art in
the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity. Then
answered - Simon, and said, Pray ye to the Lord for me that
none of these things which ye have 'spoken :come upon mie.”
(Acts 8 : 20-24 ). That is, one must repent, turn away; or ‘Qui’t
doing those things that are bad and wrong. If he continues ia
them then he has not repented. Next, he must confess his
faults. Ithink we see in the case of Simon the sorcerer that
he acknowledged his sin. Then Jémes wrote, “Confess: yb,ur
faults one to another, and pray one for another, they y»e'may
be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man
availeth much.”” (James 5 : 16). So one must be willing te
confess his sins or acknowledge them. That does not necessarily
mean that he must name them one by one or go into great
detail. But if he knows what he has done, and those to whom
he is confessing knows what he has done, then when hé says;
I have sinned,”” that should be enough. To say, “If I- have
sinned”, or other such expressions is not enough. One has
sinned. If he is goingto confess his faults then he should
‘confess them. Finally, prayer, should be engaged infor the
purpose of asking God’s forgiveness. - This is brought outin-
the case of Simon, in James 5 : 16, and in other verses. Only’
by doing this can an erring Christian return to the status of
being a ‘faithful Christian. Once "this is done he should’

be forgiven and accepted ‘back into full fellowship. ‘
Now let’s go one step further and consider ‘how publlcfal\'-

of this should be. First, if one has sinned beforé God and no'
one knows about it but himself and God then he should" take:
itto God and settle it right there. In this case no one else.
~need to be involved. Second, if one has sinned before'a

friend, neighbor, or some other such being, then he and that;
person should settle it among themselves without having to.
involve anyone else with it. Third, and final, if one has sinned.
publically, that is, where a number know about: it, then it
should be taken before the church. so that one and all may.-
know that he is correcting his life. One must therefore consider .
his sin as it relates to others and take the steps negcessary for-
the matter to be cleared up.
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If you are an erring Christian, will you not return to the
Lord while you still have the opportunity. This is in your
interest and the interest of all that you so .do. There ‘are
those who are praying that you will. Above all; the Lord
invites and pleads for you to come home. :

assocmte
uedztorzal

The Elephant And Salvation
Once there were four blind men who were very anxious to
see anelephant. So they were taken to the zoo and one by
one were led to the elephant. The fiirst blind man touched
the side of the elephant and that was the only part of the
elephant’s body which he touched. So he went away with the
impression that the elephant is like a wall. Then the second
blind man was likewise taken to the elephant. This man
touched only the leg of the elephant and this was the only
thing of the elephant’s body which he touched. So he decided
that an elephant is like a tree. Then the third blind man was:
_taken to the elephant. He touched only an ear of the elephant:
and this was the only part of the elephant’s body that he
touched. So he concluded that an elephant is like a leaf. .And
then finally the fourth blind man was led to the elephant. This
man touched -only the tail of the elephant and this was the
only thing of the elephant’s body that he touched. So he went
away with conclusion that an elephant is like arope. Now

when they got into a discussion they were in great confusion
with each one of them giving a different picture of the same
creature. Yet, all of them ‘had touched the same elephant.
Their problem was, however, that they did not realize that
since they all had touched the same one elephant they there-
fore should conclude that an elephant consists of all of the
parts that they had touched. ‘



5
The subject of the Bible is Jesus Christ and his great salva-
tion that he brought to mankind. The Bible says, “But with-
out faith it.is impossible to please him : for he that cometh to .
God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them
that diligently seek him.” (Hebrews 11 6). Christ sajd that
without faith in him people will die in their sins. (John 8:24).
The scriptures also teach, “And the times of this ignorance
God winked at ; but now commandeth all-men every where to
repent.’’ (Acts 17 : 30). Jesus said, “Except ye repent, ye
- shall all likewise perish.” (Luke 13 : 3). And then in Romans
10:9, 10 the Bible says, ““That if thou shalt confess with thy
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt bdljg\(é in thine heart that
God hath raised him from the dead, théu' shalt be saved. For
- with the heart man believeth unto rightéousness ; and with
the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” Jesus said that
if people would confess him upon earth before men he would
also confess them before God in the last day. (Matthew
10: 32, 33). And again, the Bible tells us, “And now why
tarriest thou ? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins,
calling on the name of the Lord.” (Acts 22 : 16). Christ said,
*“He that believeth and is baptized: shall be saved ;5 and he that
believeth not shall be damned.” (Mark 16 : 16).

Now from the foregoing what should we conclude ? Should .
we say that salvation consists of only faith, or are we saved by
repentance, or by confession only, or by baptism only ? No.
The conclusion is, since the same Bible teaches them all, there-
fore all of them, i.e., faith _repentance; confession, and baptism
are mnecessary for onme’s salvation from past sins. And just
like:a side, a leg, an éar, and a tail, all of “them are parts of
an-élephant ; so likewise, faith, repentance, confession and
baptism are parts of salvation.

Many people are blind to the truth, They believe one can
beé saved by faith only because they have read one of more
verses in the Bible that teaches so. Their lack of investigation
and searching of the Bible is responsible for their blindness,
But Chtist said, “Ye shall know the truth shall make you
free.” (John 8 : 32). And when hé “was praying to God, he
said, “‘... thy wotd is truth.” (John 17 : 17).
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Purchasmg A Bible

Pat MeGee

. Welive i}n an age of widespread ignorance of the Bible in
spite of the fact that the Bible remains on the best seller lists
world-wide. Men are slowly coming to realize their need to
study the Bible and the last decade has witnessed an unprece-
dented interest in the translation and distribution of the sacred
text. . '
But not all of this is good. Some of the “New Bibles”" are
not Bible at all but rather skilful and clever-attempts on the
part of men to sell a pasrticu]ar dogma, viewpoint, or denomi-
national slant. The Christian must always beware (Col. 2:8 ; I
Cor. 16:13 Mat. 7:15), “prove all things” (I Thes. 5: 21) and
be very carefiil in his actions (Eph. 5:15). “Fools rush in
where angeles fear to tread” is not scripture but it is indeed

true

-Every Chnstlan should have his own Bible and should carry
it to every worship service and Bible study. Every Christian
should engage in daily study and meditation of the scriptures
(Ps.1:2). “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly”
(Col. 3: 16).

There are many good and acceptable translations avallable
today and the Christian should be aware of those that are most
useful and conform. to the original Biblical texts. The 1611
Autnprized Version is by far the most popular version ever
on the English market. The 1901 Standard Version, which
is really an updating of the 1611.KIJV, is clearly the most
correct and literal of all the English translations. The New
American Standard, New -Internmational Version: and
Berkeley Version are also conservative and useful trans-
lations for the Bible student. The mterestcd and diligent learnet
would be wise to use all of these in comparlson as he searches
the scmptures daily (Acts 17 :'11).

In the Judgment of this writer, all of the other major trans-

lations on'the market today should be used w1th great care for
they all shew the . mﬂuence of -either denominational and
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sectarian creeds or bear the impress of liberal and modernistic
theories. In fact, some of them do not even deserve our use
at all ! If you are thinking of buying a Bible these facts should
be kept in mind. Some of the so- -called “New Bibles’’ are
not versions but rather perversxons’ They are a deliberate
attempt ‘to corrupt the true and original word of God.

A case in point is the “Living Bible—Paraphrased”,
translated by a Baptist Churchman, Ken Taylor. This book,
which is ‘real]y .a denominational commentary, is neither a
Bible nor is it living. If obeyed it will bring death and not
life. It has been quite aptly described as a denominational
tract bound in- Bible form. Indeed it is.

Here is a list of some of the false teacnhng to be found in
- the Living Bible.

1. It teaches that a body is born a sinner and born with
evil nature. Psalms 51 : 5; Eph. 2 : 3.

2. Isaiah 2 : 3 teaches the premillennial theory that ‘‘the
wofld is going to be ruled from Jerusalem”. Other
'passages made to teach this error are Ezekiel 38
DamelS 9 and 11; Zech.2:13; Rom. 8 : 18-23 : ;
Tim. 4 : 1.

3. The false doctrine of inheriting Adam’s sin is taught.
* Rom. 5:12, 13, 18.

4. It teaches the doctrine of the 1mmment return of Christ
"~ (Phil: 4 : 5) and that “the world is ending soon” (1 Pet.
4:7). (See also Rev. 22 : 20). This makes Paul, Peter
and.John liars for it is a fact that in comparison with the

~ time that. they penned ' there verses Jessus did not come
~ soon and the world did not end,

5. In Matt. 21: 32 he says, “If you don't rtepent, you
.cannot believe”. This puts tepentance before belief, a
mental and Biblical impossibility,

6. It teaches that light social drmking is acceptable. I Tim.
3:8,11; Tltus 2 3

7.In Mark 1: 4 he says “baptism is a public announce»
ment of your decison to turn your back on sin,” instead
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of “baptism for the forgnveness of sins”, as the Greek
text has. :

8. John3:5 has a footnote which says that “bofn of
water’” means your physical birth.

9. I Pet.3:21is made to say that in baptism you “show
that you have been saved”, not are saved as the original
text states. )

10. Gal. 3 : 26-27 changes the words of Paul to mean that
- baptism is not what makes one a child of God.

| 11 John 1 : 12-13 states that all men need to do. to be
saved is trust God and ““all those who believe this are
reborn”. '

12. In Romans 4 : 12 he uses “faith only”. This false teach- -
ingis found again in Col. 1:23 & Rom. 1 : 17. There is
no justification for the use of these words. James says
justification is not by faith only (James 2:24).

13. Romans 6 : 3 is made to say that you become a Chrisian
and then are baptized. Rom. 6 : 4 states, “Your old
sin-loving nature was buried with him (Jesus) when he
died...” Not when he died but when we did and are
baptized. Nothing could be further from the truth than

- Tdylot’s Rom. 6 : 3-4. He has it just like the denomin-
ations like it. (See also Col. 2:12).
14. Romans 16 : 16 omits the churches of Christ. Also
“shake hands”, for the holy kiss.

15. 1 Tim. 3 : 15 says, “the church contains dnd holds
high the truth of God”.  Sinee Wwhen did thechurch
contain the truth? We.read in Jn. 17 : 17 that God’s
word contains the truth.

16, II Tim. 4 : .1 says that .when Jesus comes again he will
set up his Kingdom.
17. Mat. 3:2, 11: 12-14 has the ngdom-Church establi-
shed in the days of John the Baptist..
18. Mat. 5:17 has Jesus saying he didn’t come to cancel the
- Law of Moses instead of the correct rendering “destroy”.
- He did cancel it. (Rom. 7: 6)
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20.

21.

22.

.23,
24,

25.

26.

27.

28,

9

Women may teach and preach in public according to
the Living Bible. I Cor. 11:4-5, 16; -14 :34-36 (sce
footnote). , '

Paul says it _is a shame if a man has long hair (I Cor.
11 : 15) but Taylor translates it, ‘‘a man with long hair
tends to be ashamed”’.

I Cor. 11:19 is not only completely wrong, it is
senseless.

It worngly says that Chrlstlaus shall govern the world.
ICor. 6:2.

ICor. 6 :.121says “I can do anything | want to if Christ
has not said so”’. A simple comparison with the stan-
dard translatlon will show the error and danger
here. ‘ '

Rom. 14 : 1itsays we are not to criticize others for
having diﬁ'erent ideas from ours about what is right and

wrong. Imagine such ethical foohshness Agam Taylor
is seriously wrong.

Rom. 8: 16 says that the Holy Spirit speaks to the
Christian deep in his heart and tells us that we really are
God’s children. This doctrine of the direct operation of
the Spirit is Calvanism, not Bible.

I Cor. 2: 14 is made to say that you can’t understand
the Bible unless you have the Holy Spirit in you. More
sectarian error.

Rom. 11:26 says that all the Jews are going to be
saved. The Bible nowhere teaches such.

I Cor. 13 : 10 is translated, ‘“But when we have been

-made perfect and -complete, then the need for these

inadequate special gifts will come to an end and they
will .disappear”. Taylor says this will happen someday
when we see Jesus face to face, v 12. He has rewritten
the whole verse to make it say what he wants. He has
miraculous gifts lasting till Christ comes again whereas
Paul had them ceasing in his day. .
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30.

31.
32.

33.

34,

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

10

Acts 2: [ has all the believers being: baptized in the
Holy Spirit,

Acts 2 : 38-39 has the Holy Spirit as the gift and says
Christ promised him to all the called.

“Barny the Preacher’” Acts 4 : 36 for Barnabas.

IT Cor. 3 :6 teaches that men do not have to obey all
of God’s law to be saved.

Il Cor. 13 : 5 teaches that the test to prove whether you
are a Christian is do you feel -Christ’s présence and
power more and more within. Sorry Mr. Taylor but
this is not the test. Feelings don’t prove God’s

- favor.

Eph. 4 : 13 teaches that some Christians didn’t believe
alike about Christ and salvation.

James 2: 24 is made tb.teach the exact opposite from
what the original text reads, i.e. ‘‘not by faith alone”.
The impossibility of apostasy by the true Christian is
found in I Cor. 15: 1-2.

In I Cor. 15:29 he hasthe Mormon doctrine of vicarious
baptism taught where one is baptized for.the dead.

I Cor. 7: 39 wrongly states that the Christian widow
can only marry .a Christian. The original text states

“in the Lord™.

Eph. 5:26is made to say “washed by baptism and
God’s Word” instead of the correct “with the washing
of water by the Word”.

/

Here therefore is an exended list of serious doctrinal errors
to be found inthe so-called Living Bible.. Add to. this list
the dirty and obscene language put into the Bible (see I Sam.
20:30; Jn. 9:34; IKgs18;27) and ‘the result is not
something in pattern with the good and acceptable and perfect
wi'l of God (Rom. 12:2). The Living ‘Bible is not the
Bible-God’s true word. It is rather the words, opxmons and
beliefs of a denominational preacher
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tums and
nswer

QUESTION :

A letter comes from a readerin Mlzoram State. We are
happy to hear from that part of the country. The writer
says :. ,

“Dear Mr: Choate

Warmiest greetings in thie name of the Lord.

Please continue sending me your magazine, The Bible
Teacher. It'is interesting and encourages me. B

Now Iam 15 in this year and studying class X in K. M.
High School, Aizawl, Mizoram State. As you know, Mizoram
is a Christian State situated at the Burma border of the corner
of India. I am despaired of studying in the physical school
as I am not born again. I am not intersted in being a missio-
nary that Rev.- Theordore Williams has called me for.

Before I would like to study theology in any way I
need to be born again. I am not born aga_in' now. Help me.

My progress in class IX was not good enough so. that our °
headmaster,. an elder at the local Presbyterian church; told
me to quit taking Bible Correspondence. Courses. Now I have
received 8 diplomas from various places but I can’t yet be born
again,

Please help me to find some mo-children parents to live
with. Preferrably of English speaking whites, because I would
like to take English as my mother tongue...I amnow aiming
toward goingto the U.S. A but I caunot find the way. Please
help me !

1 would like to give some questidns to be entered in the
Bible Teacher magazme

(1) When a men of bad character gives donations in a
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large or small amount for Chnstlan works, will the
Lord bless him ? '
(2) In what book/s of the Bible mention long hair ? Was

our Lord Jesus not fitable ? Cite. the chapter and
verse.
May the good Lord bless and keep you.
Sincerely””
ANSWER : v -
Thank you- for your good- letter. Besides your questions,
you have touched on several things that need to be discussed.
You say that Mizoram State is a Christian State. Of
course you mean by that, that it is a State where the people
believe in Christ. That does not mean, however, that itis a
Christian State. For the people there to be Christian then
they would have to be free from division instead. of being
divided by denominationalism. Christ prayed that we might
all be one, not that we should all be divided. - (John 17).
He further built his church, not denominational churches.

Next, you say that you have not been born again. Do you.
know how to be born again ? This is not brought about by
prayer, feeling good, joining a denomination, etc. In speaking
to Nicodemus, Jesus said, *‘Verily, verily, I say unto thee,
Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of
God. Nicodemus said unto him, How can a man be born
when he is old ? can he enter the second time into his mother’s
womb, and be born ? Jesus answered, Verily, verily, 1 say
unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit he
cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That which is born of
the flesh is flesh ; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.
Marvel not that Isaid unto thee, Ye must be born again.”
(John 3 : 3-7). Jesus makes it plain that this new birth does
not involve a physical birth. Although it includes a physical
act, the act of baptism, it is for the purpose of saving the
soul. Being born of the water takes place when a pefsloni
believes the Lord enough to obey his teaching, and when he
believes that strongly then he is willing to repent of his sins,
confess with the mouth that Jesus Christ is the Son of God



13

and be- baptized by going down into literal water and being
buried in that water in obedience to the Lord for the remission.
of sins, and then by coming up out of the water which is a
coming forth or a birth. In comming out of the water then one
is being born of the water, and in following the instructions of
the word of the Spirit, and by putting the old man of sin to
death, and by burying him in water to have the soul cleansed
of all sin, then when one comes up out of that water he is a
new man in Christ. Peter says, “Seeing ye have purified your
souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeighned
loved of the brethren, see that ye ‘love one another with a pure
heart f_'ervently : Being born again, not of corruptible seed,
but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and
abideth for ever.” (1 Peter -1:22,23). Then Paul said,
““Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature : o]d
things are passed away ; behold all lhmgs ate tccome new.’
(2 Corinthians 5 : 17). :

The new birth has reference to that of being sdved, becom-
ing a Christian, and becoming a- member of the church. If you
learn what to do to besaved then you learn how to be born
again. For instance, the scriptures tell us that in order for
one to be saved he must hear the gospel (Romans 10:17),
- believe in God and Christ (Hebrews 11 : 6 ; John 14 : 1-3),
repent of all sins (Acts 17 : 30 ; Luke 13 : 3), confess. Christ as
the Son of God (Matthew 10 ;: 32'; Romans 10 : 10), and be
baptized to be saved or to have the remission of sins. (Mark
16 :-16 ; Acts 2 ; 38). :

You refer to the Presbyterian. church You cannot follow
the instructions of this church. and hope to be born again.
Among other things they' teach sprinkling for. baptism,- but
sprinkling -is not baptism. ' Baptism is a burial in water and
is done in order to have the remission of sins. (Colossians
2:12; Acts 8; Acts 2 : 38). Not only that, but if you were
born again you could not be a member of the Presbyterian
Church or any otheér denominational church. When one is
saved heis added to the Lord’s church (Acts 2 : 47) ; when
one is born again he is automatically born into the family of
of God or the church. o '
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If you have taken a half dozen Bible correspondence courses
then you shuld have learned the truth long ago on the new
birth and many other subjects. Evidently though you have
been taking various denominational courses and you will never
learn God’s will through these. Why would your headmaster,
an elder in the Presbyterian church, object to you taking these
Bible courses unless he he is afraid you will be directed away
from that church ? This brings out again the curse of denomi-
nationalism. The Bible tells us of only one church and that
one is the one that Christ himself promised to build and did
build. (Matthew 16 : 18 ; Acts 2). '

As for helping you to find some parents, ‘no-children
pareats,” “English-speak’ing whites,” I .can not. Neither
can I help you go to America. This is not my job. Rather,
my work is to point you to God's truth and to encourage you
to obey it. '

Coming now to your first question, you want to know 1f a
bad mdn makes a donatxon.to a Christian work-if the Lord will
bless him. Itis always good for anyone to give to some good
cause, and the gift that is made may be of great help at the
time, but the giver cannot hope to bribe the Lord to bless
him ‘because of such gifts. Such an :individual needs to be
taught, converted, and then as a Christian he can usehis -
material blessings to: ‘help. with the Lord’s work. If given
sincerely and according to'God’s will then indeed the Lord
will bless such an individual for his liberality.

The next question has to do with long hair and I'assume
you want book, chapter, and verse where it would condemn
the Lord for having long hair. To begin with, we have no
reference in the scriptures. of the Lord having long hair. It is
true that imaginative pictures of Christ most always portray
him as having long hair, but there is no scriptural basis for
this.  Such pitcures originated in the minds of men. To the
contrary, from what the Bible says about long hair then we
would have to conclude that surely the Lord would have been
in direct conflict with the scritpures. Conggrning long hair,
Paul" wrote, “Doth not even nature itself teach you, that, if a
man have long hair, it is a shame unto him ?” (1 Corinthians
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11: 14).. In the context he is showing that a .woman is to
have long hair. In other words, one of the things tnat distin-
guishes man from woman is the length of their hair. For the.
man, his hair is to be short, but the woman is to have long
hair. But how short is short.and how. long is long? Most
people know. Even those who do not abide by these djvine
injdnctions know. They may offer excuse or make arguments,
but still - they know what is short and what is long. Itis not
n.eéeséary to measure the length of hair to know but when a
man’s hair is long enough that it begins to look more like a
woman’s hair than a man’s hair then it is definitely too long.
Beyond that,. it might be wise for one to keep his hair ‘even
shorter especxally if he isin an area where people in general
have their own concept of long hair and would frown on those
who would let their hair grow too long. Such is to say that
we should not follow the fads of the world and end up m be-
coming stumbling blocks.

I hope these comments’have been helpful to you and shduid
you like any of these points discussed further then we would
be happy to have your questlons :

~Calling On The Name Of The
Lord .

Basil Overton

Obviously, many do not understand what the Bible means
by the words “callmg on the name of Lord.” Everyone in the
church should uriderstand these words so he can ‘teach others
who. do not know. . It is not enough ‘to just talk about evang-
lizing ; we must evangelize by teaching people the truth.

“For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek.
For the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him.
For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be
saved.” (Rom. 10: 12, 13,) There is fo ‘question but that
people must call upon the name of the Lord to be saved ; the
question is : How does one call upon the name of the Lord ?
Therefore, Paul raised the followmg _questions in the next
verse in Romans chapter ten. ““How then shall they call on
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him in whom they have not believed ? and how shall they
believe in him of whom they have not heard ? and how shall
they hear without a preacher ?”” The obvious answer to these
questions is that ome cannotcall on the name of the Lord
without first hearing and believing the gospel.

In verse 16 he said: “But they have not all obeyed.the
gospel. For Esalas saith, Lord, who hath believed our report?”
Paul had said : ‘““Whosoever shall call on the name of the
Lord shall be saved.” Then he said : “But they have not all
obeyed the goepel » That was the same as saying : “They have
not all called on the name of the Lord.” Hence to ‘‘call on
the name of the Lord,” and to “obey the gospel” are the-
same.

We know that saying “Lord Lord” is not the way to call
on the ‘name of the Lord, for Jesus said : “Not everyone that
saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of
heaven ; but he that doeth the will of my father which is in
heaven.” (Matt 7:21)

Often, Jesus emphasized the xmportance of doing God’
‘will. He came down from heaven not to do his own will,
but to do the will of God. (John 6: 38.) It was altogether
fitting and proper therefore that he do all he could to get
others to do God’s will. He certainly made it clear that just
saying ‘“‘Lord, Lord” was not a substitute for doing the will
of God

Ga.lling on the Lofd and Baptism

Calling upon the name of the Lord, and “doing the will of
the Father’” are the same thing. Paul said : ‘‘But they have
not all obeyed the gospel.”  He then said that Esaias (Isaiah)
said they would pot all obey the gospel: when Esaias said :
“Lord who hath believed our report (preaching) 2’ (Rom.
10:16) Here ‘‘believed.” and “obeyed” are used inter-
changeably as those words are so often used in the Bible.
These same Roman brethren had been saved or made free from
sin by obeying the form of doctrine delivered them. (Rom.
6:17,18.) They had been baptized into Christ and into his
death (the benefits of his death). (Rom. 6:3,4.) Hence in
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¢alling upon the name of the Lard to be saved they had been
baptized ‘into ‘Christ. Paul himself was told to : “Arise and
be baptized and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of
the I.'.'ord ” . (Acts 22 : 16,)

I On the day of Pentecost Peter said that Joel had said of the
Christian age ... “That whosoever shall call upon the name
of the Lord shall be saved.” (Acts 2 : _21 ) His audiencé soon
asked : ““What shall we do 7” (Acts 2 : 37.) Peter told them
to repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins. In telling them this; Peter told them how
to call on the name of the Lord !

. He who rejects the answer. Petet gave in Acts 2 : 38 cannot
call upon ' the name of the Lord, for he thus rejects the name
of the Lord. For one who is not a Christian to ‘‘call on the
name of the. Lord” he must rely completely on the Lord and
his authority, and in obedience to. the Lord he must turn from
his sins, confessing Jesus as the Lord, and be baptlzed into the
Lord to reach the blood of the Lord. (Rom. 6:3,4.)

Christian Must Call on the .
" Name of the Lord Too.

Paul referred to people 'in the church as those who call
upon the name of the Lord. (1 Cor.1:2.) This obviously
means that Christians are people who must rely upon and look
to the name or authonty of Jesus ‘Christ. -

Paul told the Colossnan Chnsnans that whatever they did
in. word orin deed they were to do it all in the name of Christ.
(Col 3: 17) Whatever we do as Christians must be by the
dlrectlon of J esus Chrlst who has all authorlty, otherwnse what
we do would not be in the name of Jesus.

Christians are to look to Christ and rely completely on hnm
for guldance They are to bring into captivity their every tho-
ught to the obedience of Christ. (2 Cor. 10 5 ) They thereby
call on the namé of the Lord
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i, . . .
And Daily--In Every House
In the New Testament "there are at least four major func-
tions of the church of the Lord : 1) the evangelization of: the
world ; 2) the edification of Chiristians ; 3) the doing of good
to all men, especially unto them who are of the household
of falth and 4) glorification of God.

.. Of these four functions, the key funcuon, around which all
the other three cluster, is the evangelization of the world—the
church’s central réison for existence. We can do all three of
the other things (to the extent possible under the circum-
stance); .yet, if we leave out the preaching and teaching
of "the gospel unto others, somehow nothing seems to
work out like it should. If, on the other hand, we put soul-
w1nnmg ‘at the heart of our thirking, concern, planning and
action, soon we find these other functions of the church rapidly

falling into their proper place and perspective.
“In the begmmng of the gospel, from the word “‘go” (teach

or preach) until Colossians 1 : 23 announced that it had been
preached to every creature under heaven, was from A.D. 33 to

A.D. 64—a total of 31 years. A proper understanding of the
book of Acts shows that was the heart and core of church
life. 1t was 50 intended by Jesus himself.

For mstancc in Acts 1:8, he said to his apostles, ‘“......
and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all
Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the
earth As Acts unfolds, it informs us that this is exactly what
they dxd In Acts 2, they preached the gospel first at Jerusalem;
in Acts 8 it went on into Judaea and Samaria ; and from
Acts 13 onward it went unto the uttermost part of the
earth. ‘ ‘

_ Not only did the early church (under the immediate dire-
ction “of the apostles themselves) continue ‘“daily with one
accord in the temple” (Acts 2 : 46), but “daily in the temple,

and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus
" Christ.”” (Acts 5: 42) Under such a plan of action, “the
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Lord aded to the church daily such as should be s‘av‘ed’._”  (A‘ct_s
2:47). And as they continued such action, “‘the number of the
disciples was multiplied.” (Acts 6:1.) ‘

From that day unto this, those-churches which have not
only met daily but also have evangelized from house to’ house
have grown. If the church today wants to grow as the early
church did, let us find out how by studying these passages from
Acts and do likewise !

o e . \ is "'. |
Christianity By Comparison
Mike Sinapiades

" The epistle to Diognetusis an anonymous writing ‘which,
like any other writing of the early Apologist, while it attacks
heathenism and idolatry it defends and expounds the value of
Christianity. Following is an excerpt from this epistle :

“For the distinction between Christians and other men, is
neither in country nor customs......This teaching of theirs has
not been discovered by the intellect or thought of busy men,
nor are they the advocates of any human doctrine as some men
are......Whether living in Greek or barbarian cities,... they
show forth the wonderful and confessedly strange character of
the constitution of their own citizenship......They offer free
hospitality, but guard their purity. Their lot is cast “in the
flesh,” but they do not live “after the flesh.” They pass
their time upon the earth, but they have their citizenship in
heaven......They love all men, are presecuted by all men. They
are put to death and they gain life. ““They are poor and make
many rich;”’ they lack all thing and have all things in‘abun-
dance. They .are dishonoured, and are glorified in their
dishonour, they are spoken evil of and are justified. *They are
abused and give blessings,” they are insulted and render
honor. When theydo good they are buffeted as evil-doers,

when they are buffeted they re_]OICe as men who receive life.
They are warred upon...... and are persecuted......, and those
who hate them cannot state the cause: of thell‘ enmlty To put
it shortly what the soul'is to the body, so ‘are the Christians
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to this world.....The soul dwells in the body, but is
not of the body, and Christians dwell in the word, but are not
of the world......” ‘

Upon another occasion, when Aristides was writing to the

Emperor Hadrian around 125 A.D., concerning Christians
and the kind of life they lead, wrote : :

. “The Christians know and trust God. They love one
' anqt}ger. If any one among them is needy, and they do not
have food to spare, they fast two or three days, that they may
supply him with the necessary food. Because of them there
flows forth all of the beauty that there is in the world. Truly,
this is a new people and there is something divine in
them,” -

Unwittingly, Aristides simply was verifying the very words
of our Master who said, “By this shall men know that ye are
my disciples, if,ye havelove one for another.”” (John 13 : 34).

Does our Christi'anity measure up to theirs ?

The True Israel of Govd'
John Wp.ddgy '

" The bulk of the Protestant world has been deceived into
thinking that the Jews are still God’s special people, that they
will be restored to Palestine as a nation and the ancient Hebrew
ritua] resumed.  All of this is supposed to happen when Christ
comes back to reign onearth for a thousand years, as they
erroneously suppose. What is commonly overlooked is the
fact that all of those prophecies and promises that were spoken
of Israel, to be realized in the messianic age, were not spoken
of fleshly Isreal, but of spiritual Israel, Christ's church.
The five points that follow will prove this point conclusively.

I. Christians are now Abraham’s Seed. Paul declares
this in Gal. 3:29. “If ye are.Christ’s, then are ye
Abraham’s seed, heirs according to the promise.” Again in
Romans he reasons that Abraham is “father of all them that
believe.” 4 :'11. Although we are not literally fleshly descen-
dents of Abraham, we are his descendents spiritually for we
have the same faith he had. Today, God does not reckon
sonship by the flesh, rather it is by the spirit.

II. In the Christian age Christians are the True Israel
of God. “For neither is circumcision (beinga Jew) anything,
nor uncircumcision (being a Gentile), but a new creature.
And as many as shall walk by this rule, peace be upon them and
mercy, and upon the Israel of God.” Gal. -6.:.15-16. Thus the
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Hebrews are no longer God’s special people. Today, God’s
people are reckoned by grace, not by rdace. Again Paul stresses
this point in Rom. 9 :8, “It is not the children of the flesh
that are Children of God, but the children of the promise are
reckoned for a seed.” In 4 : 16 of Romans he concludes that
Abraham “is the father of us all.” SR

III. The Church of Christ is the Commonwealth of Isrdel
today. As Gentiles we were once alienated from the Common-
wealth of Israel, but nowin Christ we are made nigh by his
blood. ‘‘So that ye are no more strangers and sojourners, but
ye are fellow cltizens of the household of God, being built
‘upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets...”” Eph.
2:12-13, 19-20. God cast off the fleshly Jewish nation, Rom.
11:15. Yet He continues to save all who believe in Jesus,
irrespective of nationality, adding them to Christ’s church,
Acts 2 - 47. '

IV. The church is the heavenly Jerusalem. The writer: to
the Hebrews said, ‘“But ye ar¢c come unto Mount Zion, and
unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and
to innumerable hosts of angels, to the general assembly and
church of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven...... > Heb.
12 : 22-23, So we see that itis not ancient Jerusaleim in
Palestine, but the Lord’s Church that is the heavenly, spiritual
Jerusalem and Mount Zion. Those many promises of old
concerning Zion in Messiah’s:day, find their fulfillment in - the
Church and not in Palestinian Jerusalem.

V. Christians are the true “‘circumcision” of God in this
age. Thus Paul réeminds the saints at Philippi, “For we are
the circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God, and glory
in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh.”” 3: 3.
He also tells the Colossians that in- Christ “ye were also ¢ricu-
mcised with a circumcision not made with hands, in the putting
off of the body of flesh, in the circumcision of Christ ; having
been buried with him in baptism......” Col. 2:11-12. ' No
literal fleshly circumcision is required today. But there is a
likeness to circumcision in baptism. For as in the actual
circumcision, the flesh was removed that kept a man from
being identified with the covenant people, so in baptism the
old life of sinis cut.off and removed that the recipient might
‘be numbered with God’s people. Again Paul declares, “For:
in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth anything, nor
uncirumcision, but faith working through love.” Gal. 5; 6.

When the Jewish nation rejected Christ and murderéd Him,
they forever forefeited their role as His special people. They
cried, “His blood be upon us and our children,” Matt. 27:25:
They made their choice. Not only the Palestinian Jews, but
the Dispersion as well generally thrust the gospel from them-
selves and judged themselves unworthy of eternal life, Acts
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13 : 46, Because of this rejection, God turned His attention
to we Gentiles, Acts 28 : 28. '

- We stress again that it was national . Israel that rejected the
Savl_opr and national Israel was rejected by God. ““By their
pnb.el_lef they were broken off.”” Rom. 11 : 20. Today each
individual Jc_:w stands before God on precisely the same footing
as we Gentl}es. They are either saved or lost, solely on the
basis of their belief or disbelief in Christ. “And they (Jews)
also, if they continue not 1n their unbelief, shall be grafted in,
for God is able to graft them in again.” Rom. 11 :23. To-
day as always, there are a few of Abraham’s fleshly descen-
dents who believe in Jesus. They are saved and a part of the
true Israel of God, not because of the blood in their veins, but
because of the faith in their hearts. What a great privilege it
is to we Gentile Christians to be joint partaker in the common-
wealth of spiritual Israel and to share the rich blessings which
God promites to all of Abraham’s seed according to the
promise, Col. 3 : 29. :

There is a God in Heaven

Tom Dockery

Many today question the belief in God. Countless others
have a vague belief with great misconceptions of what God is
really like. To some He is only a figment of the imagination.
God is a disappointment to some because He doesn’t do exactly
what they want Him to do. 'Many want God’s blessings but
not God. He is someone to call on in emergencies. Like
the ancient Greeks, many ascribe to God their own passions
and then wonder why He doesn’t help them.

-Man’s religion and his God must be real and living in
order to help him. However, a God who could be compre-
hended by the finite mind would be powerless being as weak
as man. Although we may not understand Him, this does not
mean that He does not exist. There is much evidence that
God is alive and active and not just a dream of hopeless
man,

1. A Creation Bvidences A Creator. In the words of
P salm 19 : 1—3: “The heavens are telling of the glory of God;
and the firmament is declaring the: work of His hands.”
Creation demands intelligence, design and acting force. These
are things that are associated with personality, and that
personality is God.

2 The Universal Concept Of God Proves His Existence.
All nations and tribes have a religious instinct and a universal
belief in a di¢ine being. Cicero once said: “There is
no nation so barbarious, no race so savage, as not to be firmly
persuaded of the being of a God”’,
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3. Man’s Ability To Conceive Of God Presupposes The
Existence Of God. If there is no God, how could such an
idea have originated in the human mind? The fact that men
everywhere have conceived of a God shows that there is a
reality behind the conception.

4. The Bible Is Proof That There Is A God. No one else
could have given the world a book thdt has had so great an
1nﬁuence on the world. All it teaches and reveals show there
is a God. Romans 1:20 aptly states, “‘Since the :creation of
thg,yvorld His invisible attributes, His eternal power, and divine
nature -have been clearly seen, being understood through what
has been made, so that they are without excuse”

5. The Assumptions Of The Unbeliever Prove The Ex1st-
ence Of God. If one doesn’t believe in God he must assume
marvelous results without difinite cause. - He must also assume
the eternity of matter. Finally he must - assume that he knows
and segs all or else that which he does not know or see may
be Go

Truly it is a foolish man who has said there is no God.
(Psalm 14:1.) As men lose faith in Divinity, they lose faith
in humanity! Where God is outlawed there men are subjugated.
Men without God become selfish, immoral, and cruel. All
evidence points to God. By faith we accept Him in our lives
today as One who guides us ‘toward Eternal Life. “In Him we
live, and move, and exist.”” (Acts. 17:28.) Surely we should
take the advice of Jesus: “Have faith in God. ” (Mark 11:12))

THERE WILL ALWAYS_ BE GOD

They cannot shell His temple
. Nor dynamite His throne;
They cannot bomb His city,
Nor rob Him of His own.
They cannot take Him captive, -
Nor strike Him dead and blind,
Nor starve Him to surrender,” -
Nor make Him change His. mmd
They cannot cause Him panic,
Nor cut off His supplies;
" ‘They cannot take His kingdom,
- -Nor hurt Him with their lies; - . Nl
Though all the world be shattered,
: His truth remains the same;
His righteous laws still potent, . .
" And Father still His name,
Though we face war and struggle,
And feel their good and rod,
We know above confusion,
There will always be God!
—H. G, Ede

i
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Y A0 AqN wfqware & s fasm § g3y F#T AT | T @R0
¥ A AT FY AR ¥ qfa HI FA0AT qor A gy i Ak s
TR AT W ufaa F wreer w91 § oY garR fav e & s
AT AT STaT HY RIS AT AG-F | T

T I e q< gwifEl w1 e foea gﬁr qqIAT § “amﬁﬁ«j
F=a1E &1 afg=ar gareq F9 F T2 afk g7 IEIHRFT AT FW @
Aol & fag fex B afaa aifs ad’ | (snfaEl go:R%) |
afg g7 @ F) AT g W ATAHFL GI9 FI QF ag (A a0
a9 g 1 9 §ifge. .. mmawt fee... 5T g & afa #E E
FUET 79 7 ATEA A AN qAT AgAl-F famd @ Avw w9
et Y TmAR ¥ SR AW FT 49T AN | SR T a»"t
ST, ST g R T@arT FI0 17 (T S:3R) 1
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Church of Christ -
‘E-10 B, Defence Colony
New Delhi - 110049

~Church of Christ
Pathanapuram P.O.
Quilon (DT.)
‘Kerala State

Church of Christ
Churachandpur
Manipur

Church of Christ
GNT Road
Pozhal, Madras-600066

Church of Christ
953 Kalasiguda, Bolarum

Secunderabad 500010, A.P.

Hyderabad

Church of Christ
H. No. 1-9-312/5/2
Vidyanagar
Hyderabad 500044 AP.

Church of Christ

160, Mukerjee Nagar,
Kingsway Camp,
Delhi-9.

Church of Christ
Opp. District Courts
Kannavarithota
Guntur 4, A.P.

Church of Chnst
Mannur Post @
Jayempu-524131 -
Nellore Dist, A.P;
Church of Christ
37 M.S.0. Coleny
Bansawadi Road .
Bangalore-33 !
Church of Chns&.g
9, Erran St.
Pursawalkam
Madras-7

Church of Christ
35, Lock Street
Kottur,
Madras-600085
Church of Christ
Nongrim Hills
Shillong

Church of Christ
Ketti, P.O. Nilgiris
Tamil Nadu -
Church of Christ
No. 50-753-177
Gooty Road
Kurnool-2 (A.P.)
Church of Christ
Pool Bagh Road
Vizianagaram-2.
Church of Christ
Vattapadam
Palankara -P. O.
Nilambur

Kerala State

Church of Christ G, Kondur (P.O.)
Via Kondapalli Krishna District, A.P.

These are but a few of the addresses of the churches of

‘Christ located in India. Contact the one nearest you for*

information about worship ‘services, B}ble Correspondeneb
Courses, and tracts, etc.

Pnnt_ed at Pioneer Fine Art Press, Delhr-6. India
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