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T akmg A Stand

Life demands many’ thmgs of us. For,example, we are
constantly having to make decisions. These are not always
easy. There are times in which we may go along with our
friends and loved once on some point. There are other times
that we may even be able to go alone with the crowd. These
are easy decisions to make because we want to agree with
those around us and be accepted by them. However, there
are other times that our choice may mean going against the
majority. We have weighed the situation and have come to
the conclusion that we must take a stand and stay with it
regardless of the consequences. It is at this place in our lives

that we really begin to live. Unless something is worth stand-
1ng for and working for it may be of little concequence.

’ The same is true in our religious life. It is easy to go
along Wlth the family members, our friends, the crowd, the
majority. We believe what they believe, do what they do,
‘worship .where they worship. There is no opposition, no
arguments, no problems. This is where many find themselves
today regardless of their religion. This is easy.' There is the
feeling of being accepted, of being in harmony with those
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around us. Thereis no bother, no worry, and $6" the years
pass by, But this story can have asad ending. This kind
of indifference .and complacency can destrory' ‘us, . One

cannot even be just a “nommal Christian” and expect to go
to beaven

Indeed it is nice to be m a, posmon where our behefs and
practices are in harmony with those around us. It is natural
with most of us to want to be’ llke our assocrates, to have
their approval, and to feel that we fit into the plcture. - We
want to be "at peace with all, ‘especially - in spiritual--matters."
But this may be a luxury that we can ill afford. If our
minds are active, if we like to think for ourselves, if we take
the time to read and study so “that “we may know tne facts,
then it is possible for us to come to know the truth. Once
that is realized then oné can-no longer be satisfied with the
status quo. Now there comes the time of re-assesing, of
1e-evaluating, to see how much we walué the truth, our souls,
and even our frlends .and our loved ones. If we place the
value on these that we should then we will find ourselves
havmg to take a stand. This stand may put us agalnst all
that we have known. in the past. We may be left to stand
alone in this world Our only consolation may be that we
have the truth, that’ we have the Eord; and that “we are ‘right.
Is it worh the cost? Can we pay the price ? Wilt wé 2 If we
are conscxous of our- souls, of the souls of others," ‘of -God
who ntade’ us, the truth, and the heareafter, then we “will.
How could we ever live with ourse]ves uriless we have acceptEd
and followed the truth that we have learned?-

Hlstory is a good teacher It shows that the ma_]orlty of

- mankind has always been wrong, in error, All we Have to do is
to think about such epics as the flood that was sent to destroy

all. the wicked. (Gensm 6). Only Noah and his famlly members

were spared and only then because they were righteous before

God. (Genesw 6:9). But think how dnﬁ’icult it . must have

been for Noah to carry out God s instructions. There had

never been a flood. Up to that. tlme it had not. even rained

since the needed moisture for the earth was prov1ded in other

ways. Then he was commanded to bulld an 4rk or'a boat on
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dry land., Most pople must have thought he.was out of his
mind. They surely laughed athim. . But. Noah obeyed God
and because of it he and -his family were saved while- all' of the
scoffers were drowned in the flood: - :

. We could go on to tell the stories of Sodom and Gomorrah,
Job, Daniel, the Three Hebrew children; and dozens of others.
in the days of the Apostles we could point to the Apostles
themselves, Cornelius and his household, Saul, and all of the
others who once when they learned God’s  will were compelled
to take a stand on it. - It was not always easy but the truth and
nghteous,hvmg will be victorious.in the end.

Jesus said, “And this is the condemnation that light is -
come into the worId and men loved, darkness rather than hght
because thelr deeds were evil. For ' every oneé that doeth evil
hateth the light, neither cometh to the llght Test his deeds
may be made manifest,. that ‘they  are wrought in God”.
(John 3:19-21). The Lord also said, “I.am;the way, the truth,
and the llfe no.man cometh - unto the Father, but by me.’
(John 14: 6) _Concerning those who were worshlppmg him
accordmg to the teaching of men, he said, “Howbeit in vain
do they worsh:p me, teacmng for doctrmes the commandments
of men.” (Mark 7.7).

The Bible reveals God’s word - and his word is truth.
(John 17:17). By reading and studying it then you may know
God’s will for yourself and for all others. It will tell you how
to be saved: it w111 tell. you about the Lord’s church and the
lmportance of. 1t t ‘will tell you how to ‘worship and how to
live. It will tell you all that you need to know so that you
may believe all that you should believe and do all that you
should do. It w:ll tell you about sin and warn you against
religious error. ' It ‘will tell you about ‘heaven and hell and
who is going there, Now once you learn the truth on these
matters then it 1s tp to you to believe them and to obey them.
How could you do otherwise unless you' completely reject
them, refuse them, and close your mind to them? How
could anything substitute for them ?

Here in India in particular you might have come accross
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a tract, this magazine, a Bible correspondance course, a book
of sermons, or you may have read :and studied your -Bible
enough to know the truth from error, to know what you must
do to be saved, to be a member of the church of Christ, to
be just a Christian. But you miight reason that if you do
that then you will be left all alone with no one to fellowshipl
You might reason that there is no local congregation and
therefore no meeting house to go to. Or even if there is a
congregation nearby you might reason that it is so small in
comparison to the other religious groups in the city and in
the area. But wait just a minute, please ! Are you desirous
or doing what God wants you to do, or had you prefer to go
along with the religious groups around you regatdless of
what they teach and practice ? This is the question you must
ask yourself and the question you must answer. What if’ you
did go along with the larger group, the one that has the
nicest meeting house, and the one that is generally accepted
in. your community ? What ‘have you gained ? Can you
please God by being a part of something that God has ‘not
authorized ? Can you take a substitute route to heaven‘7
My friend, it would be far better to stand alone on the truth
and be right, be saved, and have the hope of heaven, than to
go along with the majority and be lost. If you know God'’s
will; how can you settle for any less ?

If you are not sure about what you believe, whether it is
all the truth or not, then I want to urge you to read and
study your Bible until you know what it teaches. Surely your
soul is important enough for you to do that. Then once you
know the truth then let me urge you to believe it and obey it
and to take a stand on it. Don’t allow anyone to deceive you,
mislead you, and to misdirect you. Stay with the Lord and
he will stay with you. He has so much more to offer than
all of the others put together. God will help you and bless
you as you put him first. Try him and see if he won’t,



P \associgie
' uedztoma@

What The Bible Teaches About
The Day Of Judgment

 The Testimony of Christ: ‘‘Then shall the kingdom of
heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps,
and went forth to meet the bridegroom. And five of them
were wise, and five were foolish, They that were foolish took
their lamps, and took no oil with them : But the wise took
oxl in their vessels with their lamps. While the bridegroom
tarried, they all slumbered and slept. And at midnight there
was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh : go ye out to
meet him. Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their
lamps And the foolish said unto the wise, give us of your
011 “for our lamps are gone out. But the wise answered,
saymg, Not so; lest there be not enough for us and you : but
go ye.rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves. And
while they went to buy, the bridegroom came and they that
were ready went in with him to the marnage and the door
was shut. Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord,
Lord open to us. But he answered and said, Verily I say
unto you, I know you not. Watch therefore, for ye know
neither the day not the hour wherein the Son of man
cometh.” (Mathew 25:1-13.)

" And “When the Son of Man shall come in his glory, and
all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne
of his glory : And before him shall be gathered all nations :
and he shall separate them one from another, as a shephered
divideth his sheep from the goats : And he shall set the sheep
on his right hand, but the ‘goats’ on the left. Then shall the
King say-unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the



6

foundation of the world: For I was an hungred, andye
gave me meat : I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink : T was
a stranger, and ye took mein: Naked, and ye¢ clothed me :
I was sick, and ye visited me : I was-in prison, a.n_d ye,,came
unto me. Then shall the righteous answer him; saying, Lord,
when saw we thee an hungred, and fed thee ? or thirsty, and
gave thee drink ? When saw' we'thee an stranger, and took
thee in ? -or naked and clothed thee ? Add the King shall
answer and say-unto. them, verily Isay unto you, Inasmuch
as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren,
ye have done it unto me. " Then shall he say also unto’ them
on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, ‘into ever]astmg
fire, ' preparéd for the devil and his angels : For I wads an
hungred, and ye gave me no meat : I was thlrsty, and ye
gave me no'drink : T-was a stranger and ye took me not ih : :
naked, and ye clothed me not : sick, and in prison, and ye
visited me not. Then shall they also answer h1m saymg, Lord
when saw we thee an hungred. or “athirst, ora stranger, or
naked, or sick, or inprison and did not minister unto thee ?
Then Shall he answer thew, saying, Verily 1 say unto” you,
Ihasmuch-as ye did it not fo one of the least of these, ye did
it: not' to me. ‘And these shall ‘go away into everlastmg
pun"ishm’en't ‘but: the righteous into- hfe eternal ” (Matfhew
25 31-46).

The Testxmony of the Apostles : “_And the times o.f ‘this
ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all .men
everywhere to repent Because he hath ‘appointed aday, in
the which he will’judge the world m rlghteousness by that
man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance
unto all men, in that he hath raised’ him from the dead ? (Acts
17 : 30-31).

And “For we must all appear before the Judgment seat of
Chnst that every one may receive the thlngb done in his body,
accordmg to that he hath ‘done, whether it be good or bad
2 Cormthlans S 10)

Agaln, “But; I would not * have : you to be lgnorant
brethren, concerning. them. which are asleep, that ye sorrow:
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not, even as others whteh have no hope For if we believe +that
Jesu dicd - 4d fose ‘agaifi, even ‘so'them’ also which ‘stéep'in
Jesus will God bring with him, For., this we say unto you
by the word of the Eord, that we ' which are-alive and remain
unto the commg of the | Lord shall not prevent them which
axe as]eep For the ]‘_ord lnmselt‘ shall descend from heaven
w1th ashout w1th the voice of the archangel ‘and w1fh theé
trump of God and ‘the dead in Christ” shall rise first : Then
we. whtch are ahve and remain shall be caught up together
w1th them m the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air : and SO
shall we ever be with the. Lord But of the tlmes and the
‘seasons, ‘.hrethren ye have no need that T write ‘unto "you,
For yourselves know perfectly that the day of ‘the Lord so
cometh asa thlef in the mght Fo: when they shall say, Peace
and safety, then sudden destructlon 'cométh upon them as
travall upon a woman ‘with Chlld and they shall not eacape

(1 Theéssalonians 4:13- 18: 5:1- 3) o ' :

Yet again, ‘“But, beloved, be not 1gnorant of this one thmg,
that. one.day is with the Lord as a thousand years, ;and a
thousand: years as one'day; The.Lord is net slack concerning
his -promise; as some men count slackness l but is;longsuffering
to usward, not -willing that any should perish, but that all
should ;eome - to repentance. But the: day.of the ‘Lord. will
come as a thief in the night;. in the which: the heavens :shall
pass away with a great;noise, and the elements shall melt
with fervent heat, the earth also .and. the works that are
therein shall be burned up. Seeing -then. that -all. these things
shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to.be
ip all holy conversation and godliness, looking for -and hasting
unto the. coming of the day of'God, . wherein the heavens
being onfire shall be dissolved, and’ the elements -shall melt
with fervent heat ?”- (2 Peter 3:8-12). .

.. The > Conclusion of the wise man : “Let',us heat the cons
clusion -of the “whole matter; Fear -God, and keep his
commandments : for-this is the whole duty of man. For Goéd
. shall bring every work: into- Judg-ent ‘with every secret: thmg,
whether it be good; ‘or whether it be evil.?- (Eccles:astesllz ‘1'3'
14), s el
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‘Christianity Cannot Be Localized
And Kept At Home

When Jerusalem wanted to keep Chnstlamty, God got it
out by persecution. And now it makes a direct appeal to
the church at Antioch.for missionaries to go out into the
great pagan world to preach Christ. It got the missionaries.
They were - men of courage and vision and spmtuahty and
brains. They were not weaklings. They were giants. That
is the kind to send where the need is greatest, where the task
is most challengmg and where the work is most trying. If
we have weaklings in the church let us keep them at home.
If we have spiritual giants, let us send them to the foreign
field, if they will go. In other words, the best men and
women we have are they who alone can do the bxggest piece
of work to be done in the world.

This is not the popular idea of this task. The church as
a whole i8 not yet possessed with this notion. There are
thousands of Christians who scarcely have any notion at all
of the importance and bigness of the task of missions. It is
the most difficult undertaking to get them to think at ail
about the world program of Jesus: Christ. We have members
who are as lukewarm toward the universality of ‘the Christian
task- as they are indifferent to the thought as to whether
Mars is inhabited or not. We have hard-headed business
men- in the church who: continually protest against sending
out- brilliant young men and women to difficult - fields :of
paganism. They: regard.such a procedure as a criminal waste
of brain power- that might have been kept here and ‘dedicated
to the task of managing a corporation alongside of building
the spiritual empire of the King. of kings in the waste places
of the earth? Build the latter and corporations and big
business will follow. That has always been the order of things.
Get first things first and secondary things will follow. The.
missionary is always the pathfinder. He always lays .the
foundation.
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The fact of the matter is we would have a better and more
prosperous world for everybody if ‘we had more Pauls abroad
upon the face of the ‘éarth.” Tt may be a very long and
winding way back to- the day when the ¢hurch at Antioch
sent forth Pauland Barnabas, but if we could find that way
and go, over. it, we should. see-that.our modern civilization
owes a great deal to that day. We shounld find that a great
many forces were  in the process_ of liberation upon the world
thq'day—:_—ferccs“,that worked for a new order of things.
Never .was.a great mind and a big soul given to the world but
that the-world was diﬁ‘ei'ent thereafter. You never can lift
men to higher planes of usefulness and character and at ‘the
same time not lift their social and economical interests. Put
a,Tegenerating "idea .into. the man’s head and you have given
to the world a more useful and protective citizen. '

- S it would be a new day :for the world if we could get
the church to be in dead eatnest: about. the mission task at
home and”abroad. What we want business men to see is
that business- is better ‘when; we put. more gospel into the
world: The fear of God, love of our. fellow men, honesty,
brotherhood, peace-making power, a sense of ultimate values,
a résponse -to the noble and the good and the beautiful are
not soul-powers apart from life. They manifest themselves in
contact with the everyday world in which men live and of
which they are:a part: They make life. - They give it colour
and direction and meaning. - They are forces without which
every interest in life would ultimately fail. What is the use
of living in a-world " that-is- nothing more than a human
jungle ? What is the use of -doing business in a world in
which there -is no character, where there is no one who can
be trusted ? Let us Christianize Japan and we will have a
better field for business in that country. Let us lift the vast
" hordes of China to Christian levels and the markets for our
goods will multiply astonishingly. But of course the greatest
missionary motive is not to be looked for in a fattening pocket-
book -as the result of giving the gospel to the heatheén of the
countries across the, seas,—Selected. |



10

A New Creature
',/ . Edward White
pLnits A Lesson for New Christians’

You are ‘now 'a Chrlstlan a clnld of God a néw
creature in Chrxsi: B “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he
;s a new, creature old thmgs are passed away beho]d alt
_mgs a:e beqome new.” (2 Cor S-I7 ) Havxng been‘baptl'red'
mto C,hmt, you are fiow to hve a'new and different life.
B"aptlsm is the thmg that' separates the old life from’ the new
hfe After bemg baptlzed one must put on Chrlst (Gal 3: 27)

xxxxx

Chrlst fife that he caq say “Chnst“ﬁveth in me ' (Gal. 2:20.)
" The Chr:stna.n life .is a changed Tife. It is a life of néw
thoughts, new words and néw deeds. ”After’ oheymg fron
thie heart that form of doctrine" (baptism) one becomes a.ser-
vant of righteousness....(Rom. 6:17; 18.) _He no longer serves.
the flesh, obeying: the luts thereof. This life must be :continued:
in steadfastnéss until death or it-will-be of no-value. (1 Cer.
15:58.) " ““Be thou faithful unto. death, and I-will . give thee a,
crown of life.” (Rev. 2:10.)" : S

Tn t‘hxs new l:fe one cannot -do the things' he’dxd be-
fore he became a Ghnsuan He cdnnot dlways:do the
thmgs he wotild fike to do. - The things one would like! to do.
are ndt always the things he should do. ¢For the' flesh lustethy
agamst the Spirit, and the Spmt agamst ‘theiflesh :'and’ these.
are contrary ‘the' one to- the other’: so that iye:cahnot. do the
{hmgs that ye would.” - (GaI 5*17") The ‘Christian life.is to
be ‘an influence for good (Matt 5:16.) Therefore nothing’
should be done that would 'bring teproach upon the Christian
calhn gorupon the church of the Lord Yesus Christ.

_'; Every Chnstlan isa member “of the chnrch of
Chnst Becommg a Chrxstlan ‘and becommg a member of
thc church are not’ two dlﬁ'erent processes When one is scrlp-
tura]ly Baptlzed he is saved from ‘past sins #'Hé" becomes a
Christian, Heé also becomes a methber “of thé c‘h‘drch"by the
same process. The Lord adds thie saved fo_hifs hireh.” (Acts
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2:47.) ' In order that you may remain 4.Christian _anda faith-
ful member :of the church: there are . certain;instructions :tqbe
observed' and certain warnings to. be hgeded.;; Your, goal is
heaver. You:have just begunthat hea,ven_l.y wa,llg. - Give care-
ful attention to all :that .is required..of you as a. Christian in
order that you may finally obtain that heavenly reward. . '

 As: a member of the ¢church the Lurd éxpects you to
attend the services of the church)’  “Not* forsaklng -the
assemblmg of yourselves toge“ther ds ‘the manner of -some is;
but ‘exhorting “one another : and so much the. more “as- yeeee
the day approaching.” (Heb. 10:25.) The worship sérviees
are a very: essential partof the Christian life. “The true
worshippers shall - worship the ; Father in- spirit and in truth :
for the: Father seeketh such te worship him. God is a S{nnt
and.they that worship; -him must worshtp hlm i spirit and in
truth ” (Johnm 4:23,24,) , Attend the worshlp every Lord’s Day
and, enter 1nto the. worshlp wholeheartedly Attend the
Sunday mght servxces, y th,e Bxb]e study ser\uces and all other
setv1ces held by the.church. You w1lJ ﬁnd thlS wxll help you
to grow in the knowledge of the Blble, the Christian’ s instruc-
tion book. It will strengthen you and providé you w1th the
courage necessary to face the tnals and persecutlons whlch are
to come your way. B

‘Read your Bible, : Read it every.: Jday I It would be~-.welll
te have a:systématic plan in which you -could read the Bible
through at-least once a year. By reading three .chapters aday
througl; the ;week and five chapters om Sunday, you. can
read theBible. ‘through in a year: . Read:part of. “your. dally
reading :from the -Old Testament and part; frem the, New
testament.- You will have: occasions,;of course; for: addltlonal
reading and study.. Do mot read the Bible with. the sole alm
of just reading it through but to know what it says. The
Bible is divided into two. _main divisions—the old Tcstament
and the New Testament The Oid Testament contams ‘the law
that was giyen to the JeWS but the New Testament is, dlrected
to those of us who are hvmg under the Chrlstlan dlspen-

sation., (Heb 14, 2) """

shege el e i
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''Make prayer a daily practice also. (1 Pet. 3:12; Jas:
5:16.) - Prayer is an important part of the Christian life. *‘Pray
without ”~ ceasing, In everything - give thanks : for this -is the
will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.” (1 Thess. 517,
18.) One can and should pray several timesa day. Prayer
is talking to ‘God. Itis your 'approach to him. ln prayer
you should thank God for his goodness and make known to
him your desires. - Through prayer we are made to recogmze
our dependence upon God. Let ‘not selfishness prevail in yout
prayers but pray for all men who need your prayers (l T1m

2:1,2.)

Your prayer need not be long to, be acceptable,. Ne-
ither does it need to be phrased in fancy words and sentences:
Do not learn a prayer but simply make known unto God
your heart’s desire. Talk to him as youx would to an earthly
friend. Remember that God is your friend. ‘Prayer must be
offered in the name of Christ and ‘according ‘to the will of
God. (John 16:23;1 John 5: 14)° If' we sin- we should go
to him with a spirit of petiitence in prayer and ask his forgive:
tess ahd invoke his help in" overcoming evil:' ‘Thereis none
but what commits’ sin. (1 John 1:9;2:1.)’ L
' Christians should refrain from all things “sinful, of
from things having evil appearance or tenilenr’:iés; or
from anything that would lead others to sin. “Abstain
from all appearance of evil” (1 Thess. 5:22.) It will be
important, too, not to engage in any practice that .might
appear questionable to the world. Pure religion 'partly con-
gists in keeping one’s self unspotted froth the world. (JFas;
1:27.) Be absolutely fair and square, honest and  upright in
all'your- dealings. Practice the principles of the golden :rule
which says to do unto others as you would" have others do
unto you. (Matt. 712) : o L

Christians have no place in the dance ‘hall, The
influence . of moving  picture shows is, for the most part, to-
ward the lewd, the lustful, the 1mmora1 and theé' mdeceht
Thé moral standards of Hollywood are unquestronab]y very
Jow and certainly Christians cannot support such conditions.
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Neithet shouid a Christian be a drinker of aldoholic bevera-
ges ofany kind. Itisnot even .good policy to patronize
drinking establishments in any respect. Your motives might
be pure but the world does not know that, and it might
weaken your influence for good. Furthermore, you miglhit
necessarily be throwing yourself . into the face of temptation..
If you have become addicted to the .use of tobacco in any
form, I would advise to refrain from its.use. Iknow that
many brethren use it, but it does not help their influence and
in many cases it hinders it. Paul said that we should cleanse
ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh. (2 Cor. 7:1,) '

Christians should refrain from any profane langu
age or unclean or filthy talk. Do not tell nor-listen to the
suggestive, unclean and indecent stories as told by the worldly
minded. “Let no corrupt communication proceed out: of
your mouth, but that which is good to -the use of edifying,-
that it may minister grace unto the hearers.”” - (Eph. 4:29.)-

Your obligations to God come first.” Jesus said, “But
seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness : and
all these things shall be added unto. you.” {(Matt.: 6:33.)
Place your religious duties first- and _ then arrange yous;worls
dly-affairs to fit in with that; program. , Do not, do anything,
that would interfere with your whole:hearted service to God;
Itis well to have some honogable occupation, but let no
worldly gain be obtained at the: expense of the soul. (Ma,r_k

*36) .

I you are ever troubled with a.ny problem, feel free
to seek the counsel of any gospel preacher elder or
any faithful member of the chiurch, ' The churchis always
interested in you and it is to: your. advantage always to be
interested in the church.. Be not discouraged in your efforts
to live the Chnstlan life. Heaven is worth every eﬁ'or; put
forth and every sacrifice that needs to be made. If we miss
heaven we have missed all. ““And’let us fiot be weary in well
domg for m due season we shall reap, if we famt not.”

(Gal.6:9.)
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Behold He cometh

By L. L. GIEGER

ELEVEN APOSTLES, fully convinced of Jesus’ delty by
his resurrection from the dead, stood gazing into heaven. The
cloud had received him from their sight. The Psalmist had
said the Lord “maketh the clouds his chariot ; who walketh

upon the wings of the wind” (Psalm 104: 3) These words had
been fulfilled before their eyes. - '

~ Then two men in white apparel appeared 'and said “...this
same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall ¢’

come in like manner asye have seen him go into heaven”
(Acts 1:9- ll)

Two thousand years have passed since he ascended and
there is no more sign of his.coming now than when the angels
spoke to the apostles. All things continue the same, year
after year. Some have given up ; other wonder if they should:
and still other haye concluded that his second commg may be
ﬁouratlve, not literal.

But don’t forget that God walted 500 years to ﬁu]ﬁll a pro-
mise to Moses about Amalek (Exodus 17:14;1 Samuel 15) ;
and several thousand years to fulfill a promise to ‘Adam - and
Bve about bruising the head of Satan (Genesis 3:15; Matthew
1:2F). Lét us not 'be impatierit. - The Bible teaches that “the
Lord is not slack concerning- his promise, as:some men count
slackness” (2 Peter 3:9), and then adds, ‘though it tarry,
wait for it.; because it will surely come” (Habakkuk.2:3).
The dxscussxon is mot how will he come IF he does but how
will he come WHEN he does

' Glowious

His coming will be Glorious. ‘Behold, he cometh with
clouds” (Revelation 1:7)." The number of miracles that will
attend his return cannot ‘be determined—but’ among them wnll
be the appearance itself, the host with him, the’ resurrection
of the dead, the Judgment entrance into heaven, and depart‘ut‘é

into hell. As lightning flashes in one place and lightens il
things around, and thunder peals in one place and echoes
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every directioh, so the second coming of ‘our Lord will be a
display of splendor every-where (Matthew 24:27).

' - Abrupt

His coming will be abrupt. “In a moment, in the twink-
ling of an eye” (1 Corinthians 15:52), and “at an hour that
ye think not” (Luke 12:40); the Lord will apoear. The appoin-
ted moment, year, or even century is unknown to man
(Matthew 24:36-42). His coming will be asa thief (2 Peter
3:10). :

! . Personal

His coming will be Personal “The Lord himself will des-
cend from heaven” (1 Thessalonians 4:16). As the ascension
took him into heaven so the return will bring him back. His
station will be short of the earth. The dead will be raised
and the living caught up together with them in the clouds to
meet the Lord in the air. The earth will be burned up (2 Peter
3:10-12). The Lord will appear in person, and with him will
be a host of angels (Matthew 25:31). Also, he will bring the
spirits of the dead to reoccupy their former bodies, that they
may be raised and changed from mortal and corruptible to-
immortal and incorruptible (1 Corinthiads 15:52-53).

; ' Audible '

His coming will be audible, He will descend “witha
shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trump of -
God” (1 Thessalonians 4:16). ‘Never heard before, but impo-
sible to misunderstand, will be the single shout that will
shatter caskets and fouse all human bodies. The shout will
also be heard by every living person. “The hour is coming in.
the which all that" are in the graves shall hear his voice, and
shall come forth, and those who aré afive and remain unto
the coming of the Lord will be'caught up together with them”
(John 5:28:9; 1 Thessalonians 4:17). '
Visible

His coming will be visible, ‘“‘Every eye shall see him, and
they‘also which pierced him” (Revelation’ 1:7).

o $Ve;y eye will see him. Every ear will hear him. Every
knee will bow to him. And every tongue will confess to God.
(Romans 14:11). B L ‘ '
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Those who long for his-appearance and prepare themselves
for it by obedience to the gospel, - faithfyl worshlp, and contt-‘.
nued service will find in his coming the fulfillment of" every

wonderful dream May‘ we not he among the oth_ers !

| FERa]
v
b !

The End Of The World

Dick Cupp::

During the days of Peter, just as during our own days,
there were those people who scoffed at the doctrine of the
coming of Christ in judgment, and who ridicaled the idea.that
the earth would some day be desiroyed. In the first few-verses
of 2 Peter, however, the apostle assures that God has  promis-
ed both the - coming and the destruction, and.that God will
keep His promise. ‘They had forgotter), Peter says, that God
also promrsed a flood during the days of‘ Noah aud that God
kept that promise in due time. KT

Then, in verses 8- 12 Peter snys in eﬁ‘ect “You have also
foregotten that God is not hmlted by trme ¥ “One day is Wlth
the Lord as a thousand years,” he says, “and a thousand years
as one day!” Therefore, whether it be “one day, ot 1 ,000 yéars,
between the promise and  the fulﬁllment, God will keep His
promise ! ! And one great promise of ‘God is the simultaneous
comrng of Chrlst and destruetlon of the world

: Peter is maklng a contrast between the promlses of men
and the. _promises of God People may dle hefore keeplng a
promisg ; God will not People may fqrget a promlse ;" God
will not. People may refuse to . do what they promxse to do,
God will not (it is-impossible. for Him. to lre Hebrews 6 l8)
It may be impossible for a person to keep a certam promlse,
but “With God, all thlngs are possible "’ (Matthew 19: 26)
Therefore, ““God is not slack.concerning His promise, as some
men count slackness.-.....’, Because of :his loving, patient long-
suffering, God has ; allowed us; - plenty of time to- repent and
obey and. thus prepare for the commg of the Lord and the
destructton ot' the world He’ S grvun us more than 1, 900 years
already. Bt h>w much more time do we have Qo
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. No one'knows the time God . has set for Christ’s cothing.
‘When he comes, : Peter -says, he 'will come ‘“as a thief in the
-night;” unexpected ; with suddeness (see Matthew 24:42-44 and
iRevelation 3:3). ~ And when he comes,  he will appear-with his
‘angels in the clouds ; it will be the second coming : the judg-
ment : the end of the world (John 5:28, 29;2 Thessalonians 1:7-
10, 2:1-8). But one thing we know for sure about the time of
‘his coming is that it’s 1,900 years closer than it was when Peter
said it was surely coming.

" When the day of the Lord comes,' “the heavens shall pass
iaway with a great noisé, and the elements shall melt with fer-
vent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall
be burned up.”

“The heavens” refers to the sky above us : the part of the
universe we can se¢ j the dwélling placé of the birds (Genesis
1:20). Thxs visible “sky” and, umverse will “pass away with a
great noise,’

“The elements” are “those bas1e rudlmental things of this’
earth system ; the mmute parts whrch comprise the whole’
(Woods). These physxeal thmgs of earth will “melt with fer
vent heat ” f .

“aThe earth” is from the Greek word ge, whlch means
“Land or earth ; the material soil ; the producmg soil, the
ground ; land, as opposed to sed ; earth, as opposed to heaven
15" (Berry’s Lexicon)., Therefore, Peter is prophecying the
literal burning up of the hteral earth......and everythingin it
and on it:and of it. N

The heavens will disappear 3 the elements -of earth will dis-
‘intigrate ; earth jtself will be-burned ‘to nothing” (Phillips).
:And at that momment, the Lord will come to claim the faithful
and to judge the disobedient. 'In view of all this—*“Seeing that
these things are thus all to be dissolved”—“what manner of
persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation (living) and
godlmess Lookmg forand hasting unto (earnestly desiring)
the commg of the day ‘of God......wherein the heavens being
on fire shall be rhssolved and the elements shall melt w1th fer-
vent heat?” " ‘
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We. khow 'God. is going to keep His promise.: We.know the
Lord is coming. We know. that this earth;’ and everything.of
earth that we put so much trust, faith: and: confidence. in):is go-
ingto be destroyed. Knowing all this, what kind of lives should
we. lave‘? How we should earnestly sefek for godlmeSS amfbboly

-thg' ‘. : bl . . P

! Godllness and holy lxvmg begm w1th obedlence J@sus sald
“If ye love me, keep my commandment » (John 14; 15)

ned up He 1s “not wx]lmg that auy should pensh but that all
:should come to repentance.” .- Are.you, ready for- that. giary‘},. ’

Falth In What
Y Jadies D Bales® P
THE FAITH THAT FUNCTIONS o

Faith in Chrlst is not s1mp]y mental assent to Hxs authonty
but it is also the pr1nc1ple on whlch we functlon in.our relatxoq
ship to Him. It is trust in and reliance ofi “Christ. Falth pro-
duces action for ‘' we walk by faith’ (II Cor, 5: 7) Falth leads
us forward o

- L THB FAITH THATSAVE.S e

(1) The nature of ‘faith, . Faith: nnplies a - previous
knowledge of the.object of faith. :None can -believé in thiat
of which he has not heard (Rom. 10:14 ; John 9:35-38). : Faith
requires not only evidenge but also_a . willingness to .believe
the tryth; (John 5:40 ; IT Thess. 2:10-12), , Those who refuse to
believe will not be persuaded by any amount of testim@n,y
Falth,ggmphes a firm persuasion of the. truth of. a given pro-
posmon (Rom 4: 20-21).

RS

(2) The nature of the faith that sa,ves Savmg fa1th is
based on divine truth (John 20:30,31: ' Rom. IO 17). Its ob-
ject is Jesus Christ, the Son of Goa (Acts 8“37 Rom 10:8,10),
and the Lamb of God. The faifh implies a full consent of thc
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mind:and'will unto God and ‘His will (John :12:42, 43 ; Matt.
10:32,33).: Thus.one¢ trusts in.Christ’s blood for salvatxon and
follows:Christ. = - & :

-,”—f ' ‘IL THE MANIFESTATION OF FAITH

(1) Faith must have its works The works of faith are
those wl;ugh mam,fest trust in Christ in that the md1v1dual
follows His guldance 1t takes effort to study the word of God
and arrive at a conclusion of trust in Christ. It also takes
offort and work ‘to ‘walk by faith and follow Christ. ~Jatnes
tatighit that by’ ‘Works was faith made’ perfect” -and that'man-
is fusuﬁed by the w0rks of falth and net by falth only (Jas,f
222_24) T L. KL : i 2

(2) Faith at Work. Let us notice some of the characteri-
stics as it enables us to do the things requlred by God. First
the ‘wobrks.of fa;l’th are evident when there ismno: reason to do
the thing commanded except that God has requlred it (Heb.
11:8 ; Gen. 12:14 ; 22:1-19). Eaith maintajns that when God
gives a certain commandment the fact that it is God’s word
_ gives us,the hlghest rea§on for obedlence Second Falth is
mamfested when. we do a thmg, commanded by God ‘when
there is no apparent connection between that whlch He has
commanded and the end to be accomplished (Heb 11:30; Josh.
6:20 ; Acts'2:38 ‘I Cor, 5:7). - Third, we manifest faith When
we do G"od’s"co;nméandments although reason. and experience
pronounce strchi -actions foolish (Heb. 11:7:; Gen. 6:13-22 ; I
Cor. 1: 21) Fourth; faith is manifested : wher we. do_God’s
word although it itivolves self-denial, sacrificeand danger.
Fifeh; faith'is: manifested when we try to do everything that
God has commanded'l and ‘to dovit exactly as He has comman-
ded it (Heb ‘8:5.; John 2:4 ; Luke 6:46; Gen.. 6:225 Matt.

21) ‘
.«(3). Fdith and salvation, Faith-saves becayse: it.is tfalth
in' thc Saviour. Faith on 'His cleansing blood. It. d_oes‘th;s in
that, in-faith: one meets whatever conditions of salvation God
has laid ‘down..- Just as God did net bring down the walls of
Jeéricho until faith met.the conditions (Heb. 11:30), just sa faith
today- must meet: God’sirequirements: \When faith. meets-those
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requirements man has not merited salvation, ' but. God saves
man by His grace. But faith ‘must meet the conditions. The!
Scriptures show that faith must produce repentance; and-that.
the believing penitent must be baptized into Christ (Acts 2:38 ;
Mk. 16:16 ; Gal. 3:26, 27). Baptism is an act of faith which
manlfests trust in Christ’s cleansing blood, for scnptural bap-
tism is mto the death, bur1a1 and resurrectlon of Chnst (Rom :
6 2-5) ' :

When our farth works through love it avaxls in msunng our
qwn victory-over sin, and in encouraging . others.to join. t,he
good fight of faith. Have you such a faith 2 If. ‘no't, véhj not
do those things which cultivate such confidence in God ?

W111 Chrlst Relgn on Earth One
. Thousand Years

DOES the Bible teach .that Jesus 1s commg to reign in
Jerusalem upon a literal throne for 1 ,000 years ? Thls doctrine .
is taught by most of the rellglous world today But 1t is not
Biblical. Notlce three things :

First, Jesus must serve' as kmg at the same ume he
is serving as priest. God taught through Zechariah, “And
he shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his throne H
and he shall be a priest upon his throne” (6.: 12 13) ThlS
brief prophecy of 516 B.C. pictures the Messiah gslfunctlonlng
in both Capacities at. the .same time. The prophet pointed
toward a priest who wouldvalso be our king ! . Since Jesus is
now our priest, he must also be our klng NOW (Hebrews
4:14).

Second, Jesus could not serve as an earthly priest.
“Now if hé were on earth, he would not be a’ priest at:all’’
(Hebrews § : 4). The first verse - of that chapter states;, “We
have -such a ‘high priest, who. sat down on the- right hand of
the ‘throne: of the Majesty -in the heavens.” ~ Under Moses’
Law only those of the -'fribe of Levi :could serve as priests. - But
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Jesus is of the tribe of Judah. .Since Jesus cannot serve as an
earthly priest, and since he is to-serve as king and priest s1mul-
taneously, he cannot be a king on this:earth.

" Third, the Bxble teaches that the kingdom of Chﬂsl
is now in operatnon Jesus taught that his kingdom would
come in the lifetime of his hearers (Mark 9 : 1). Power from
heaven was to accompany its beginning. Jesus added that such
“power” would come when the Holy Spirit come (Acts
1': 8). That power came on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:
1-4 ) Therefore, the kingdom also must have begun on that day.

Jesus taught the Lord’s Supper was to be eaten in his King-
dom (Luke 22:29,30). Since the early churches ate . the
Supper, they apparently recognized their citizenship in Jesus’
kingdom (Acts 2 : 42 ; 20 : 7). Furthermére, Paul declared the
Father “translated. us into the kingdom” (Colossians 1:13), and
John said he was a brother “in kingdom’ (Revelation 1 : 6,9).

Daniel prophesied that the kihgdom was to come during
the fourth empire after Babylon (D aniel 2 : 44). History esta-
blishes that this was the Roman Empire, the ruling power of
Jesus’ day. If Jesus did not begin his kingdom under that
government, Daniel was mistaken. Also, James affirmed that
the Gentiles should be allowed in the church since they were to
be included when the “tabernacle of David” was built again
(Acts 15: 13-21). The building of this “tabernacle’ referred
fo the returning of the rule to.the family of David. This
Davidic rule must have occurred when the church was establl-
shed, or else James misapplied the prophecy of Amos 9: 11,
12. Thus, Jesus is on David’s throne now.

Jesus is coming the second time to deliver up the kingdom,
not to establish it (1 Corinthians 15 : 20-28). A timetable is
also included here. First, Jesus died and was resurrected,
signaling the conquering of death. Next, Jesus will reign until
he abolishes death. This will be done at the end of his reign,
when he comes again. Last, he will deliver up that kingddm
to the Father. Dispensationalist have Jesus reigning after
second coming, but Paul stated that he is reigning before his
second coming,
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Peter preached that God’s promiseito David cohcermng th”e
one to sit on David’s throne was, fulfilled (Acts. 2 : 29-36)..:
taught that the resurrection enabled  Jesus to. be exalted to the

“right hand of God,”” where he was made ‘‘both Lord and
Chrlst ” The Jews who hear& and beheved thls preachrng
Davrd’s throne Actmg upon that convrctxon they repented
and _were baptlzed They contmued .in the fellowshlp of
others who had reSponded in the same way. to the relgnmg
Jesus (Acts 2. 37 -42). -

.Jesus is not coming to estabhsh an earthly kmgdom The
theory that Christ will reign on this earth one thousand years
at his second coming ‘has no brbhcal basis., Scrlpture does not
support this theory.

SRV IEN

Revelation 20 : 1- 10 is used asl a. proof text for the thsou-
sand year reign. However, here are some necessary ingredients
which are conspicuously absent in the passage : «(1)-The, second
coming of Christ ; (2) The throne of David ; (3) Jesus reigning
on earth ; 4 4) A bodxly resurrectlon (5) All the rrghteous of
all ages; (6) Jesus on earth 5 (7) The estabhshment of the
kmgdom (8) Jews. gathered back to Palestme ;. (9) Rome
re-estabhshed as a world empire. All these points are neces-
sary ﬁbers of the theory; yet none, appears in this- chapter

The Bible teaches the kmgdom of Christ is NOW in opera-
tion. Christians are citizens "of it ; Christ is .its king ; his
teaching is its 'law'; the world is its territory. ‘The work of
kingdom ‘will be complete when Jesus comés the ‘second tlme |

Let us recogmze hls kmgshrp now and evermore 1

When Does Falth Save 9

. GuyF ‘Hester . L
One cannot be saved without: fatth (Hebrews 11 ‘6). Jesus-
said, “For if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your.
sins?’ (Jo‘hn'20 30, 31) But, ;Eaith alone will not save; for

S (Read John 8 : 30- 44) B

-
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. ‘Farthermore ‘“even of. the rulers: many BELIVED ON
HIM buts.i..they did not confess it, lest they. be put of - the
symagogue.:-for they loved the glory that is of men more.than
the glory that'is of God” (John'12 #42,43 RV). They believed
on Christ, but théy were still lost, for they refused.to confess
him, and Paul said, “With the mouth confession is made unto
salvation” (Romans 10:9,10). Is a person who loves “‘the glory
that is of :men more than"the glory that is:of God” saved.?
The faith that saves is the ¢'......faith which WORKETH by
love” (Galatians 5 :6). . To . really love God is to “‘......keep
his commandments” (1 John 5:3). Therefore the “falth which
worketh by love” is the” faith which keeps God’s command
ments.

The theory - that a person can’ be saved by faith alone cont-
radicts James 2: 24, which. says, ‘“Ye see then how that
by works a man is justified and NO'l” BY FAITH ONLY b

God did not heal Naaman of his leprosy until faith ]ed h1m
to obey the command® to d1p seven tlmes in the Jordan (II

Kings 5: 14)."-

“‘By faith the. walls of .Jerico fell'down......”” But not until
(L after they were compassed about seven days” (Hebrews
11 30). P o

""Noah was saved from the - ﬂood by faith but not until he
Crvenne prepared an ark ‘to the saving of his house......”” (Heb-

rews 11 : 7). In each instance faith had to WORK.

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begot-
ten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life.”” (John 3 : 16) Some have imagined
that since baptism is not spcifically mentioned in this passage
that-it is not essential to salvation, --Repentange is not mentio-
ned in this passage either ! We know that one must repent
in order to be saved b:icause J,,us said, “Itell'you, Nay :
but, ex_c,ept ye repant, ye shall all likawise perish” (Luke 13:3,
5). If we can go elsewhere in the New Testament to find that
baptism is also essential to salvation ?° Jésus said, “Man shall

.not live by bread alone, but by 'EVERY WORD that procee-
deth outof the mouth of God” (Matthew 4 : 4).
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“He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved’’ (Mark
16 : 16). ‘‘Repent, and be baptized every oné of you in - the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins® (Acts 2 : 38).
“That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus,.
and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from,
the dead, thou shalt be saved” (Romans 10 : 9). These New:
Testament scriptures state plainly that belief (faith), repen-
tance, confession and baptism are ALL essential to salvation.

" To be saved, a person’s faith or belief (Mark 16 : 16) must
lead him to repent (Luke 13:13; Acts 2: 38), confess

(Romans 10:9,10), and be baptlzed (Acts 2:38 ;1 Peter
3:21).

BOOK OF THE MONTH

Send us postage stamp worth paise 25 only and we w1ll

send you the following book free :
' “The sufficiency of the scripture” Authored by James D.

Bales, consists thirteen powerful magnificently written lessons. .

“The theme of this series of lessons is the Sufficiency of the.
Bible. In these studies are presented some of the evidences
which show that the Bible is the only revealed will of God' which
we have, and therefore, it constitutes the sole rule of faith and
practice for men who. will follow the Lord”.
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Church of Chnst
Contact : David & P.R. John

fﬁhamla, Nagpur-5.

GChurch of Christ
Pathanapuram P. O.
Quilon (DT.)
Kerala State

Church of Christ
Churachandpur
Manipur

g urch of Chrxst
Pozhal, Madr [-600066

Church of Chist 1
953 Kalasiguda, rum
Secunderabad 0001 A.P.
Hyderabad E

k
Church of Christ -
H. No. 1-9-312/5/2 *
Vidyanagar |
Hyderabad 50@044 zAP

E

Church qlf Christ ;
Opp. District ¢ ourts
Kannavarithota

Guntur 4, A.P.

T

!
d

l l
These are butx?. t'exkl of the
Contact the one nearest you fog

Christ_ locatied in; In

; ckurch

o
directory-: =
Church of Chrisg & &
Mannur Post "2 o
Jayempu-524131 ©° = *
Nellore Dist. AP, ~
Church of Christe

37 M.S.0. Colony
Bansawadi Road®.
Bangalore-33 &

(P
Church of Chris¢™
9, Erran St.
Pursawalkam
Madras-7

‘Church of Christ

Laitumkharh
Shillong-793003.
Church of Christ
Ketti, P.O. Nilgiris
Tamil Nadu
Church of Christ
No. 50-753-177
Gooty Road
Kurnool-2 (A.P.)
Church of Christ
Pool Bagh Road
Vizianagaram-2.
Church of Christ
Vattapadam
Palankara -P. O,
Nilambur

Kerala State

addresses of the churches of

information' about wopship services, Bible Correspondenct’

Courses, and tracts, et
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