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Love Of The Truth o

There are those who can be easily taught the truth. “They
have no difficulty at all in recognizing God’s. W1ll They w111
acknowledge it once it is presented to them. There are no excu-
ses, arguments, or attempts made to escape the force of it. It is
there for them to see, it is plain and clear, and it is loglcal That
being the case, they are ready to obey it. But why do
they so easily respond ? Are they insincere ? Do they have
ulterior motives ? Would this be an indication of their ignOr-
ance of the scriptures? To the contrary, it would be the
reverse. We are talking ~about people who happen to love
the truth and this makes all the dlﬁ'erence in the world '

What a pleasure it is to. come ‘accross someone who is
lookmg for the truth and who can see it once it is presented to.
him. Why shouldn’t all want the truth ? Why shouldn’t all
love it? Whether in economics, science, or religion, it-is the
truth that counts in the end. A lie will not help one even
though it is sincerely believed. .Rather, it is.the truth that the
intelligent and honest person seeks . after and in the Bible we
have the truth of God’s word. Those who will come to it
w:th _respect .and love can come to know God’s will and qll
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who do the same will be united because the truth will not
confuse, mislead, divide, and thus send those who accept it in
different directions, but it will bring them together, unite
them, and make it possible for them to agree and to work
together as one.

It is sad to say. but not near all people love the truth
especxally when it comes to rellgnous matters. That is why we
‘see,.them "going off after man-made teachings, all kinds of
errors and practices, believing and teaching everything imagi-
nable. Syrely if they would but stop and think a little they
would realize that this cannot be right but alas they are con-
vinced that this is the way they should go and they are happy
in what they are doing. These same people are not willing to
sit down t6 study the Bible. As a'matter of fact, they teach
things that are in direct contradiction to God’s word. They
rely on their feelings; argne that ‘one church' is as good as
another, and appeal to prejudice to justify themselves. Their
minds are closed to the truth and it is very difficult to reach
them and almost impossible to get them to accept the truth.
What is the Problem ? They do not love the truth. They are
lost and as long as they insist on followmg this course there
is little that can be done to stop .them from reaching their

" destination of eternal destruction.

These people may tell you that they love the truth, and they
may zealously work for their cause, but they do not. How
may we know this ? Inasmuch as they refuse to study the
Bible with an open mind. One who loves the truth and is
trying to obey it and follow it has nothing to hide. He does
not fear to be questioned. He never turns down an opportu-
nity to study even with someone he disagrees with because it
is not gbing to hurt to study. Those whe do not love the
truth are afraid of the truth. They shun it and those who
teachit. ‘ :

Paul wrote the Thessalonian bretheren, “Now we beseech’
you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by
our’ gathering together unto him, Tnat ye be not soon shaken
in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor
by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand. Let
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no man deceive you by any means : for that day shall not
come, except there come a falling away first, and that man,of
sin be reveéled, the son of perdition ; Who opposeth and exal-
teth himself above all that is called God, or that is wdrshipped,
so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing him-
self that he is God. Remember ye not, that, when I was yet
with you, I told you these things? And now ye know what
withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time. For'the
mystery of iniquity doth already work : only he who now
letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way. And then
shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the_Lord shall consume ‘
with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy thh the bngh-
tness..of his coming: Even him, whose. commg is after the
working of Satan with all power and signs and. lylng wonders,
And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that
perish ; because they received not the love of the truth, that
they might be saved. And for this cause God shall send them
strong delusion, that they should believe a lie : That they all
might be damned who believed. not the truth, but had pleasure
in unrighteousness.”” (2 Thessalonians 2 : 1-12). Did you
hear what Paul said ? He said that there would be many who
would -go off into error because they do not love the truth. He
also said that because of their lack of love for the truth that
God would allow them to be deceived that they might believe
alieto be damned. Even beyond that, that He would send
them a strong delusion that they should believe a lie and be
damned. Why would God do this ? Because he is dealing
with people who do not love the truth. They don’t want the
truth. They are interested in power, in signs and wonders.
Never mind if Satan is responsible for them, still they want
them. They have itching ears, ears that are constantly wan-
ting to hear something new and different. Again Paul says,
“For the time will come when they will not endure sound
doctrine ; but after their own lusts shall they heap to thems-
selves teachers, having itching ears ; And they shall turn away
their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.”
(2 Timothy 4 : 3,4). ' '
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. Speaklng of the people of his days, Christ said, “And in
them is fulfilled the; prophecy ‘of Esaias, ‘which saith, By
hearmg ye sha,ll ‘hear, and shall not' understand and seeing ye
shall see, ‘and_ shall not percelve For this people’s ‘heart is
waxed gross, and thetr ears are dull of hearmg, and their eyes
they have closed lest at any time they should see with their
eyes, . and heat with their ears, and should understand with
their heart and should be converted and I should heal them.”

(Matthew 13 : 14 »15). John wrote concerning another group of
people in the ‘days of Jesus, “Nevertheless among the chief

rulers ‘also many beheved on him ; but because of the Phari-
sees they dxd not confess him, lest they be put out of the
: synagogue For they loved the praise of men more than the
prarse of God » (John 12 : 42, 4”) :

.'In the foregoing we read of the peOple of the ﬁrst century,
and ‘of :conditions 'that -would follow, but what do we have
today ? ‘Basically the same thing. We have worlds of people
who- have itching. “ears, who are looking for something strange

and different, searching for a: niiracle, ¢ars that are dull of
hearing, having a love for:the praises of men rather
than-a:love for God and "the truth that will save them. You
know that such is true. Look around you -and what:do you
see? Peopl‘eewho are following any and everything religiously,:
Furthermore, if some new - person or teaching comes along,
fregardless' of how foreign it is to ' the teaching of God’s-word,
~as revealedin the Bible, - ‘then there will be a large number
“of people who will-go ‘after that. But why ? Because they are
not interested in the truth and -that is because they do not
{ove the truth Lo :

It is-a -dangerous thing to ple.y ‘around ‘with God’s word.
It is dangerous to follow. the teachmgs of men God gave us
his word. so. that we might have the txuth and that through
behevmg it and obeymg it we mlght be saved There is noth-
mg that can take its, place There i 1s no substrtute Woe be
unto us if we accept another gospel, "Paul said. (Galatrans
1:7-9). Listen, if we will but love God and his will then
this whole matter can be cleared up as far as our salvation is
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concerned.- Because if we love . God we will obey . his teaching
and thereby be saved. If all would do the same then we would
- all be united.. The all-important question then.for you.and
me is, do we love the truth ? That question can be easily
answered by one and all if we will* but eompare our- aetxoh’s
with God’s word. :

g ‘\ / gssocigte
X _-u edztarml

“Who W111 Pardon My Sms ‘7”

This questlon ‘was asked recently by a young man in hxs'
letter to-me,  After stating the mistakes ‘that he has comitted
in his past life, . that -he now has come to the realization: of
his guilt, he woriders, however, -that'even aftér comiftting such -
drastic ' sins - if there is a way' for him- to'be saved.. And he
asked,’ “How can I become: pure 2 How can I attam happl-‘
ness ? ' Who will pardon my sins 7”7 Dot T bl

Fu'st of all, I commended the young man for the cqurage
and sincerety that he manifested in askmg thls questmn Fori
there are not many examples of people askmg this question,
And yet it is .the.most important question of all. Inthe
New Testament we have atleast three examples. in different’
places -where people asked this very question,but net until
they realized their. sinful sitwation.. Firstly,.in "~Acts 2:37;!
around three thousand 'people asked. this ‘question.. after :they"
heard.the: gospel preached to them.. The record says,.. {Now .
when they heard this, they were. pricked .in their heart, and:
said'unto Peter and to the rest of thé: apostles,. Men-and:
brethren, What shall we do ?7. . Secondly, we read about Saul,.;
in: Acts 9, who persecuted the Lord’s church to the extent thati
the record says, ““And Saul, yet breathing:out threatenings and :
slaughter -against the disciples of the Lord...” But when- hg:
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heatd the Lord and realised his sinful way, he asked, *...Lord,
what wilt thou have me to do 7 (Acts 9:5) Then thirdly, we have
an example of -a Jailor at a place called Philippi, in whose
custody that time were two gospel preachers, Paul and Silas.
However, at midnight suddenly there was a great earthquake
and Paul and Silas were released miraculously by the power
of the Lord. The Jailor realised his great mistake and sin and
asked them, ““Sirs, what must I do to be saved 7’ (Acts 16:30).

There is, however, only one answer to this question and
that comes from the pen of apostle, “But to us thereis but
one God...” (I Corinthians 8:6), Yes, Almighty God can
only answer this great question. There is not a man upon
earth who can answer this question, because all have sinned,
“For all have sinned’’ declared the Holy Spirit through apostle
Paul “and come short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23).

And God says, “But if the wicked w:ll turn from all his
sins that he hath committed, and keep all my statutes and do
that which is lawful and right, he shall surely live, he shall
not die. All his transgressions that he hath committed, they
shall not be mentioned unto him ;in his righteousness that he
hath done he shall live.” And then he pleadingly ask, “Have
I any pleasure at all that the wicked should die ? = Saith the
Lord God, and not that he should return from his ways, and
live 7”* (Bzekiel 18:21-23). ‘

- And not only that but at John 3:16 we read, ‘‘For God so
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have ever-
lasting life.”” Think of God’s tremendous love for all mankind !
All have sinned, but God gave His Son for all. He wants
you and.me.to be saved, he wants all the world to be saved,
and therefore He sacrified Himeelf in sending Jesus Christ,
His only begotton Son, to die on the cross. Speaking of
Christ, Apostle Peter says, ‘“Who his ewn self bare our sins
in. his own body on the tree...”” (1 Peter 2:24). God so loved
the world. that to save men He punished His own Son upon
the cross.  ““For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew



7

fio ifi; that we might . be made the nghteousness of" God in
him.” (2 Corinthians 5:21). And what Apostle Paul says, in
Romans 5:6-8, is also noteworthy and wonderful, Listen, “For
when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for
the ungodly. For scarcely for a- righteous man will one die
yet peradvanture for a good man some would even dare to die.
But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, ‘while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us.’ )

So what is the answer to ouf ‘question ? God Almighty
is the only answer. He gave His.Son to die for us. Jesus bore
our sins in his own body on the cross; God made him to be sin
for us; while we were sinners "Christ died for us.. And based
upon this.fact the scripture' declare, *“Though he were a.Son,
yet learned he obedience by the things which. he suffered; :And
being made perfect, he-became the author of eternal salvation
unto all them that obey him.” (Hebrews 5:8, 9). . .

So now, therefore, any man can obtam salvatlon from his
sin through Jesus Christ, the author of eternal salvation. Yes,
Jesus can forgive your sins, if you will believe in him and obey
him, as the scriptures teaches. Jesus has commanded that
all men everywhere must believe in him, must repent of their
sins, must confess him as the Son of God, and must be
bapized (buried in water) for the remission of sins. Read in
your Bible Mark 16: 16; Luke 13:3, 5; Matthew10.32, -

No one can be saved from his sin until he does what the
Lord has specifically commanded, because he saves, them that
obey him. Thisis what exactly the 3000 people did in Acts 2:
38, 41. Again, this was exactly what Saul did - to be saVed
(Acts 22:16). And the Jailor at Phxhppx also did the very
same thing. (Acts 16:33).
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The Bible ' Church in'a Modern
'World

' Homer A. Daniel

- “Wé are often asked ‘the questions ¢ Is the church of Christ
any “different from other churches ? Has it a creed ? What
does it believe ? etc. We propose to answer these questions
in light of New Testament teaching.

Why Do We Exist ?

. The object of oiir existence is not to add -another to the
many:. denominations that aré now found. The church of
Christ is not a denomination, - The prayer of our Lord, (Jno.
17), ‘the teaching of the Apostles and the condition of the
world demand the laying. aside of the doctrines of men and a
return to the church as it existed in the days of the Apostles.
Hence, a divided church is contrary to the teaching of Christ
and His "Apostles (1 Cor. 1:10-11; Jno. 17:21). We
§ubmit to you the plea of Christ which is the plea of HlS
éhurch‘

1. To restore: primitive Christianity and oneness of all-
fgllo.wers of Christ. in one body (Jno. 17 : 21). ‘

9, To exalt Christ above party and His Word above all
human creeds.

. Hence, “Where the Bxb]e speaks we speak ; where the Bible
is silent, we are silent. o “In faith, unity ; in opinion and met-
hods, hberty ; in all things love.” “No book but the
Bxble no creed but the Christ ; no Name but the dlvme
name.”

Our Beginning

The church of our Lord came into existence in A. D. 33, on
_ the first Pentecost after the resurrection of Christ. By a care-
ful reading of Acts of the Apostles, one will know of the
organization of the church. People heard the gospel in its
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original purity and simplicity as preached by the apostles under
the guidance of the Holy Spirit. They believed the:-gospel of
their salvation, repented of their sins and were baptized by'the
authority of Christ in order to receive the forgivenéss of their
sins (Acts 2 : 36-41). They continued with a degree of regiila-
rity in the Apostle’s teaching. The Lord thus added the saved
to His church (Acts 2:'47), and continue to: do the same to-
day.  The addition takes place in the ‘mind of God-and not at’
an altar service. The word of God ‘is the seed .of the Kingdom
(Lk. ‘8:11). .We have: the same word.today and whes’that
word is'sown into the hearts of men and womefi-—good” honest
soil—it will make only a Christian and a Christian only. ' .~

' Namie of the Church

Human names cause and perpetuate division—thus we plead
with people to accept the names we read i in the'Bible.- The
church is the term most oftén used 1n the New Testament. It
means called out from the worldly ] llfe mto the service of God
Other names were used in apostolic’ tlmes—-—The Church of God
(1 Cor. 1: 2) ; The Church of the Lqrd (Acts 20: 28) Churches
of Christ (Rom. 16: 16) ; Kingdom - of God, House of God,
Temple of God, Body of Christ, ete. Indxvrdual members were
called disciples, saints, brethren friends, ' Chnstlans and
Believers. Hence, collectively we are called “Churches of Chrrst”
(Rom. .16 : 16), and individually we. are called “Chrrstlans”
(Isa. 62 2.and Acts 11: 26)

Organization of the Chuich

Christ, the Lord, is the Head of the church. (Col. 1 : 18).
Each local congregation has elders and deacons to supervise
the work of that particular group (Phil. .1 :1).-- The word
elder means overseer; bishop -or pastor. They:are to super~
vise the spiritual matters . of the congregation (Acts 20 : 28 ;
‘Heb. 13:17). The deacons are to” supervise: the material:
affairs of the church under the direction .of ‘the - elders- (Acts:
6:1-6). The qualifications of -elders and deacons are found
in 1 Tim. 3 and Tit.1, among other places - in the New Tesr:
tament. - ; , . o o
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Also the church has ministers, preachers ot evangelists to
work under the oversight of the elders of each congregation
(2 Tim. 4:5; Rom. 10:13-17; Eph,"3:7). No where in
the New Testament do we read of any preacher being “The
pastor” of anything. ‘The term ‘‘pastor’ is always found in
the plural (pastors) in the New Testament, and refers to the
class of -men called: “‘elders,” *“bishops,” or “overseers.” A
preacher may be a ' “pastor” if he has the qualifications of an
elder, but being a preachér does not make him a pastor much
tess the pastor.. The word reverend is found only once in the
whole Bible (Psa. 111 :9) and there it refers to the name of

God. - - : '

Mission of the Church

As Christians, our mission is to glorify God. Man’s chief
function. upon this earth is to glorify Him who made
him. Many scriptures may be found—1 Pet. 2:9; Matt.
5.: 16. Our mission first should be to glorify God by living
soberly and_ righteously and godly—thus live a life of service.
Our mission: also is to continueto help those whom we have
won to Chnst, to see that they are trained and educated in the
scriptures, thus nurtured and cared for (Matt. 28 : 19-20 ; Col.
2:6-7). But our mission also consists in looking after the
members of the church who need our special care in a spiritual
way (1 Thess. 5:14). Iam 'also, reminded that our mission
is to “remember the poor” (Gal.2:9;Jas. 1:27). We are
to glorify God by the way that we live. All these things com-
pose the great mission of the church of the living God.

W@rship of the Church

.The. worship* of the church consists of eating the Lord’s _

Supper on the first day of the week—the Lord’s Day (Rev.
1:10; Acts 20 : 7, 2 : 42). The purpose of the Lord’s Supper
is a memiiorial (Lk. 22:19). A communion (1 Cor. 10 : 16).
The Lord’s people are to-eat thé Lord’s Supper (1 Cor. 11:23;
1Cor. 12 Acts'2: 41-42, 47). We might ask, how often
are'we to'partake ? From Acfs 2 : ‘42 'we learn that the Lord’s
Supper had a prominent part in the worship of the early disci
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ples. We learn from Acts 20': 7 the early Christians riet oif
the first day of the week to break bread. There: is absolutely:
no authority to have the Lord’s Supper on Thursday night, or
any other day except the first day of the week—known on the
calendar as Sunday. = Each week has a first day and that is the
day we are to meet. Also the early Christian sang praises unto
the Lord (Eph. 5§:19; Col. 3::16). This was vocal music
and not mechanical. They prayed to God and gave of their
means according to their prosperity and studied and meditated
upon His Word. They met with a degree of regulanty in the
teaching of the Apostles (Acts 2 : 42).

Entrance Into: the Church

The New Testament teaches a plan of salvatlon that can
be heard, understood and believed by responsible people. The
Scriptures do not teach us to look for lnghts and s1gns and
listen for strange voices, etc. Conversion is a change of the
heart. We reason and think with the heart—the intellect
(Mk. 2:8). We love and hate with the heart—the affections
(Matt. 6 : 19-20). And we purpose aiid obey from the
heart, that is the mind or willof man (2 Cot. 9:7). So
when a manis converted he is completely changed in intel:
lect, in affections and will. Faith changes our way of thinkitg
—the heart or mind of man. Repentancé changes his life and-
baptism our state, and all combined changes our relation to-
. ward God, and make one a Christian.

The Holy Spirit ,

We believe in the personality of the Holy Spirit. He can

be grieved, rejected or resxsted He is the third person in the
God-head. In conversion the Spirit operates through the word,
He has told us what to do to be saved. - God has ordained
that the Gospelis the power of God unto salvatxon (Rom'
1: 16 ; Ps. 9 : 17). :

Baptism

Baptism is a positive command of God. We place no_ more
stress on baptism than we do on faith, repentance and good.
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works. Neither of these alone will save a mian, but all taken
together secure. salvation.. There is. no virtue in the water ; it
is in the act of obedience to God’s command that we are saved
(Ino, 19:34; Rom. 6:3-4; Acts 22: 16). These passages
teach that the blood of Christ was shed in His death. We are
baptized . into His death. Therefore, through the waters of
baptism we reach the cleansing. power of the blood of
Christ. - - - :

* --Baptism is for the penitent believer (Mk. 16: 16 ; Acts
2 ¢ 38).° ‘It is'thus essential to salvation as these scriptures so
plainly teach to the honest seeker of divine truth. Also the
word baptism means immersion and the scriptures teach by
example as we look into the days of the Apostles and see how
responsible pe0ple obeyed their Lord in this consummating act

of obedience to the will of God. Acts 8is a good example of
Philip and  the Eunuch. Kind reader, please read carefully and

prayerfully verses 26 39 of Acts 8.

Summary

We beheve that both the Old and New Testament are the
lhsplred Word of God, but that the New Testament is the book
of authont.y for us today. The Old has been nailed to the
cross :(Col, 2:14). Christ fulfilled it (Matt. 5: 17, It
S;e”ryec_i as a school master to bring us unto Christ (Gal.
3.:24-25), The Old was for the Jew and the the New for the
Christian. ’

Matthew, Mark, Luke and John give us a biography of Jesus.
We learn what to believe to be saved. Acts of the Apostles is
a book- of church history—telling us what to do to be saved
from our alien sins and the work of the church. Many exam-
pleé are given telling what people did in apostolic times to be
siwed The twenty-one epistles—~Romans through Jude—are
Iétters written by inspired men to children of God instructing
us how to grow in grace and to live the Christian life. The
book of Revelation pictures the New Jerusalem—the destiny of
mankmd '

Obey the Gospel of Christ at your earliest convenience, and
live a lifé of service unto God.’
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What Religious Divisions Do To
Christ

Basil Overton

There is considerable talk in many religious groups about
religious unity, There is what is called the Ecumenical Move-
ment. The word ecumenical was developed from the Greek
word oikos which means house or household. Ecumenism
is the doctrine that all followers of Christ should be one big
household, or family. This concept is in keeping with what.
the ' New Testament teaches, but it teaches the principles by
which . that kind of unity can be attained. We should ali be
glad there is a feeling among many religious group for the need
of unity. - : :

Anyone who reads’the: New Testament soon lcarns that it
does not teach the followers of Jesus to be divided. Christ
prayed that all who  believed in him would be one as he and
the Father are one. (John 17 : 22.)

- Those who read the New Test‘amén_t can readily see that it
teaches that Jesus established one chirch. He is head of that
church. (Col. 1:18.) When there was d1v131on in that church
the Holy Spirit said such leISIOI] was wrong. (1 Cor. 1: 10 H
3:1-3; Rom. 16:17.) The Holy Spirit taught in the New
Testament Epistles that God’s people are to be umted (Phu
1:27; Eph. 4: 1-6).

Great Apostasy

" The Holy Spirit through writers of the New Testament pre-
dlcted ‘that the one church’ would suffer a great apostasy or
great falling' away. (2 Thess. 23 1-10 ; 1T1m 4. 1:6 Acts
20 : 28-34.)

* This falling away occurred ]ust as the msp1red wrlters sand
it would. ‘There may have always been ‘some who foIIOwed
the Bxble, but the masses of thé church beCame the vxctnns of
error and its fruits.
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The Fruits Of The Great. Apostasy

As a result of the great apostasy there developed a gxgantlc
religious system with headquarters in Rome. The first universal
head or pope of that system was crowned in 606 A.D. named
Boniface III. -

Hundreds of years went by following the crowning of the
fn'st pope: before there began to develop what we know as-
Protestant denomnrinationalism. The modern system:of Protes-
‘tant denominationalism was begtin by a Catholic priest named:
Martin Luther. He started this movement in 1517, Now
there are hundreds of denominations in the Protestant world,
and- there are also divisions in Catholicism. Every: denomina-
tion'is by its very nature designed to do away with every other
- denomination, for if all people should follow the teaching
of any onme particular church they would get into that church
and, such action would do away with all other churches. -

Back "To The ‘Bible

Over a penod of many years:there have been various men-
who .made efforts to teach people the folly and unscriptural
nature of religious division, and to point them to the New
T‘estament order of things. Such efforts were intensified be-
gmnmg in the Elghteenth Century. Asa result of these.efforts
thqre arg approxxmately 20,000 congregations of people known-
© as churches of Christ in various places over the earth ; most of
them are in The United States.

Mocks The Prayer of Jesus

§ Religious division blind people to the important and the
s;;opes of the Umty for which our Saviour prayed. (John 17.):
J;sus prayed that all who follow him are to be one. as he and:
the Father are one.

. Divisions among thoze who propose to follow Chzist blind
people to the high and holy model and _purpose-of the upity:
ar. which | Jesus prayed. Its model is dlvme unity ; the unity,
of Jesus and the Father. The purpose of the unity for which.
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Jesus prayed is divine assogiation and fellowship. Jesus prayed
that-all who follow him would be one in"him and hns Father !
(John 17 : 21.)

Divisions. among thase: who claim to follow Jesus blind
people to the enly means of: that unity ~— the word of God.
Jesus prayed that unity would be through God’s word which
Jesus told his Father'he had gjven to apostles. (John 17: 8,
14.) There is a tendency to blame the Bible for divisions.
Some even say, ‘“You can prove anything by the Bible.”” This
is libel .on- fhe Bible-! The Bible is the only thing that can
bring about unity. Misuse and abuse of the Bible causes
divisions, . but What thc Blble teaches is. the only means of
mmy!

" Many Who .are enngsed in religious divisions do not see
the importance of God’s word. Instead; they are attracted by
creeds of men, tales, dteams, fables, and other things that
divide people. ;

BivﬁiOns among those who claim to follow Jesus blind
people to the ultimate beneficial. result. of unity—the conversion
of people ! - Jesus prayed that all who follew him be one “that
the:world may believe that thow- hast sent me.” (John 17:21.)
Re}fgwus d‘ivxs1ons cause much unbehef ' '

A Wasteﬁxl System
A divided religlous world that proposes it is following
Clirist. makes Christ appear to-be.a Master over a very impra-
ctical, and wasteful religious kingdom: Think of what could be
done‘in taking Clmst to people if all who-say they are following
Jesus were united,! v _

’ Gonclusxon
One cannot c@mmxt himself to a - higher,. nobler and greater
cause than the task of uniting: people. in Christ through the
preachmg of the word which the apostles and other inspired
men preached _ _
Atteu@ the church of Christ and - leam how you can:help in
this great work.
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The Importance of Bible Study -
Tom Dockery .

-Usua-lly with the purchase of any major appliance or piece
of equipment, an instruction manual is provided to assistin:
operating the item correctly and efficiently. One may find
that. if - he doesn’t read and follow the instructions carefully
the equipment will not function properly. His problem may -
be simply 4 failure to follow the instructions. - s

- The most complicated -activity ‘we face is the living of life.:
Without some instructions we are bound to have trouble,
Fortunately, we have been given a perfeét manual by the
Creator Himself. - Paul plainly states that the scriptures furnish
us unto every good work. (1 Timothy 2:15.) Yet, in spite of
this, many go through life paying little or no attention to the
instruction book. No wonder so many lives are in chaos,
The living of life is difficult enough without ignoring “the
instructions. With God’s help, however, we can_ be quite
successful. . v .

In view of this it is really sad to see how little Bible study
people’do.” Many think it"is 'so difficult that they cannot
understand it. Others seem to be fearful of what they might
find in it. I was recently amused to learn of some. people in
Ghana who had carefully pinned up the book of Revelation
in their Bibles because they thought it was so difficult that,
they would lose their sight if they read it. 'Yet in the very
first chapter a blessing is placed on all who read and study
the book.

There are certainly .things difficult to understand in the

Bible. (II Peter 3:16.) But it also contains all things that
pertain to life and godliness. (II Peter 1:3.) - Though there
are many things which God has not revealed, there are also
many things which He has revealed and which are important
to us. (Deuteronomy 29:29.) In a chaotic world in which

we are blown by many winds and buffeted by many storms,
we certainly need a chart to lead us to our destination. But
a ‘chart.which is never studied and followed cannot help. -
‘God in His goodness has given us the instructions we rieed.
Let us then faithfully study them. Let us give ‘earnest heed
to His word. (Hebrews 2:1.) Resolve now- to begin a new
‘ programme of daily Bible study ! :
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Scienice and Faith
Basil Overton .

“This scientific age” is an expression that is used frequ_ently
to emphasize the accomplishments of science. Indeed, many
blessings have come to people through science. But the world
would be better off if its people had put as much emphasis
on the saving faith we read about in the Bible as it has put
on science. How wonderful it would be if we could freely and
truthfully refer to our times as this faith age !

What is Séien‘:ce. ?

The word science is from a Latin word that means know-
ledge or what is known; what is.factual. People have become
so accustomed to science and the blessings of science, that
many fail to récognize the limitations of sciénce. Also, some
seem to think everything a scientist says is sclentxﬁc or factua
just because a scxentlst says it.

- A scientist may express an opinion knowmg that what he
says is actually not a proven. fact but merely his view; merely
speculation. Opinions and speculations can be called scien-
tism but not science. Unfortunately many things are called
science merely because scientists have expressed opinions
regardmg such. Likewise, many thmgs are referred to as
theology which are mere speculatlon True theology is that
which is taught in the Bible about God and all that is related
to him and his work. Much that is called theology is not in
the Bible, and is false theology.

Paul warned Timothy not to be misled by ““science falsely
so called.” (1 Tim. 6:20.) In the Greek text Paul used
pseudonumou gnoseos which literally means “the falsely
named knowledge

The evolutxonary hypothesxs is often called science, “but it
is falsely named ! It is pseudo-sclence, or false science. More
and more, true science is proving how utterly unscientific the
evolutionary doctrine really is.
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Where Is It Taking Us.?

Where is our dependence on science alone taking us ?
Science—true science-is not wrong in itself, but even true
science can lead us astray ! It is wrong to depend on true
natural science and forget and leave God. The well wrought
prayer of Kipling is surely timely : He exclaimed :

“Lord God of hosts
Be with us yet,
Lest we forget ! lest we forget !”

What Do We Have,
If All We Have Is Science ?

Science has put the hydrogen bomb in the hands of men,
How terrifying, if those who hold it do not have in their
hearts “‘the power of God unto salvatlon ” the gospel of
Jesus Christ ! The gospel is more powerful than man’s bombs,
because when people live by the gospel they will use nuclear
energy to benefit and bless and not to destroy.

Man’s “wisdom’” is so limited that by it the human race
tan be led down a corridor that will emerge into a “hell” of
global catastrophe. As the people of God were on the brink
of disaster one of the Lord’s prophets expressed the reason
for the impending doom when he said, ““O Lord I know that
the way of man is not in himself; it is not in man that
walketh to direct his steps.”” (Jer. 10:23.)

~ Apart from what God has revealed to man in the Bible,
man cannot direct his own way; he will instead destroy him-
self ! Faith in what God has told man is needed more than
all science ! Indeed the greatest need is for people—all people—
to become so ofiented to Bible faith that this age would be
called this faith age,
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Some Things Science yas Not Done

1. It has not lifted the drapes of despair that haye fallen
" around- so many. Dr. Harold Treffert, Director of the
Winnebago Mental Health institute at Oshkosh, Wisconsin
reports that teenage suicides in the United States have tripled
in the last decade to an estimated thirty such suicides per day
Dr. Treffert also says more than half the patients in the
nations psychiatric hospitals are under age twenty-one. He
says that one of the “fairy tales’* that has helped to bring
about these lamentable facts is the philosophy that more
possessions mean more happiness.

Dr. Treffert says that another “fairy tale’” that has contri-
buted to our sad society is the idea that perfect mental health
means no problems and that a person is abnormal unles
constantly happy.

Even Jesus did not promise there would be no problems.
He taught that those on the rock would -have the-same rains,
floods and winds to beat upon them as those on the sand.
The difference, is, those on the rock—those who do God’s
will—stand. Christ did not say there would be no problems
for those who serve him, but he promised the necessary assist-
ance in such problems !

2. Science has not halted war and 1ts awful carnage. Men
continue to write thelr history using as ink their own “blood.

3. Science has not stopped Americans from killing each
other on the roads at the rate of about 1000 per week. Half
of these are killed by those under the influence of alcohol !

4. Science has not changed man’s course toward death
and the grave. Oaly in God is there hope. Science has noth-
ing to offer one from treading his rapid path to his
tomb ! '
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Conclusion:

if scientific knowledge is all we have, we do not have much.
If the only facts worth- believing are those wnich -emerge from
computers, and tumble from' laboratories,. we are in a miser-
able plight! -If all the power we have is such.as comes.from
atom-smashers and refineries, then our deepest most pertinent:
and practical questions remain unanswered

Scnentlﬁc research answers some questlons, but it raises
more questions than it answers

‘Book of The Month

‘Send postage stamp worth paise 25 only |
and we will send you the following book
free.

“How To Study The Blble.” Written
by Earle H. West. This book has thirteen
- powerful lessons in it, including “How the
‘Bible Came to us” and “Helps for Bible
study* etb. :
“The purpose of this book is to help
people towards effective; independent Bibie
study, thus it is intended primarily for the
person who feels the need of help and is
willing to believe' that by proper methods
and deligent work Bible' study can' by
‘enjoyable and fruitful for him.”
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Srilanka Broadcasts

‘ENGLISH—The Voice of Truth—Speaker : Reggie Gnana-
sundaram

All correspondence should be sent to The Voice of Truth,

Post Box 3815, New Delhi 110049.

Sundays—10 : 15 to 10 : 30 P.M.

Frequencies—(1) 15,120 KHZ ; 19 Meter Band ; 100KW
(2) 11,725 KHZ ; 25 Meter Band ; 100 KW
(3) 7,190 KHZ, 41 Meter Band, 10 KW

Tuesday—7 : 45 to 8 : 00 A.M.

Frequencies : (1) 11,724 KHZ ; 25 Meter Band ; 100KW
(2) 15,128 KHZ ; 19 Meter Band ; 100KW
(3) 6,075 KHZ, 49 Meter Band, 10 KW

‘HINDI—Gospel Truth—Speaker : Sunny David

All correspondence should be sent to Gospel Truth, Post

Box 3815, New Delhi 110049. .

Tuesdays—8 : 45t09 : 15 P.M.

Fridays—8 : 45to 9: 15 P.M.

Frequencies—(1) 11,800 KHZ ; 25 Meter Band : 100 KW
(2) 7,190 KHZ ; 49 Meter Band ;s SOKW
(3) 6,075 KHZ, 49 Meter Band, 10 KW

"TELUGU—The Voice of Truth—Speaker : Joshua Go‘otam
All correspondence should be sent to The Voice of Truth,
Post Box 80, Kakinada 533001,

Mondays—2: 30 to 2 : 45 P.M.
‘Wednesdays—2 : 30 to 2 ;: 45 P.M.
Frequencies—(1) 11; 800 KHZ; 25 Meter Band; 100 KW
(2) 7,190 KHZ, 49 Meter Band, 50 KW
TAMIL—The Way of Truth—Speaker : P. R. Swamy
All correspondence should be sent to The Way of Truth,

Post Box 3301, Bangalore 560033,
‘Tuesdays—5 : 30 to 6 : 45 P.M.

‘Tuursdays—6 : 30 to 6 : 45 P.M.
Frequencies : (1) 11,800 KHZ 5 25 Meter Band ;
100 KW

(2) 7,190 KHZ, 49 Meter Band, 50 KW

ALL ARE ENCOURAGED TO LISTEN

Bible Correspondence Courses and Christian Literature

. are available in these different languages from the addresses
listed. '
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