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The Church And Its Money
N o . 2

In our last study we considered the money of the church
and the source of it. It was learned that the church has money
available to do its work only as its members give. That is,
the church cannot look to the government for help and neither
can it enter into some kind of business, offer some form of

entertainment, or solicit funds from the general public for
the purpose of earning. Rather, its members are commanded
to gather on the first day of the week (Sunday) for the
purpose of laying by in store or giving of their means. The
giving is to be based on how one has prospered during the
previous week. It is avoluntary thing and is obedience to
the Lord’s command. (1 Corinthians 16:2). As the members
give, the money is taken up, counted, and one or more of the
members is authorized by the congregation to be responsible for
it. In the cities it is equally placed in abank and then it is
available for us as the need arises.

In our former study, and with the above statement, you
can readily see that if the members do not give then there
will be no funds available to work with. If the members
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do not give as much as they should then the work of the
church is limited accordingly. On the other hand the money
that is given is not for anyone’s own personal use nor is it
to be loaned out or given out to the various members of
the church simply because it is there. While it is not to be
used unwisely, it is to be used. When the church saves its
money, and continues to do so over aperiod of time, then
this discourages the members to the point that they may even
cease to give.

It should also be pointed out that while most Indian
Christians give, they often give very little. This may be
alr ight for those who earn l i t t le, but those who make
more are to give more. When this is not done, the guilty
ones are said to be robbing God. (Malachi 3:8).

Now we want to proceed to find out how this money
should be used. One use of it would be for the printing and
distribution of good Christian literature, this may include
the printing costs, postage for mailing it out, and perhaps
other expenses. Then there is the preaching of the gospel
itself. This may be done through the pulpit, radio, or by
any other scriptural method to spread the gospel of Christ.
If acongregation is strong enough to support its own full
time preacher then certainly the money that is in the treasury
of the church can be used for this purpose. Paul said, “Even
so hath the Lord ordained, that they which preach the gospel
should live of the gospel.” (1 Corinthians 9:14). This is not
to say that one is to be an hireling or that the church should
u s e s u c h i n s i n c e r e m e n . O n t h e o t h e r h a n d , t h o s e w h o
preach, especially if they are giving alt of their time to the
work being sincere, ded'cated men, can certainly be supported
by the church as it is able to do so. In most cases here in
India where the church is still young and small, it is not
generally able to support apreacher full time, but as the
church continues to grow in number, in spirituality, and there¬
fore in ability, then eventually it can assume the support of
its preachers. In the mean time those who want to preach
must look to secular work for their support. Preachers who
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not willing to do this do not need to be preachinga r e

a n y w a y .

While the church at this stage may not be able in most
to support apreacher full time, they may be able to givec a s e s

partial support or to help out with travel expenses or other
Also, alocal congregation may use its money toe x p e n s e s ,

pay for the rent on its meeting place, to pay its electric
and power bills and other such expenses.

Next we want to consider the responsibility that the church
has in caring for the physical needs of its members as well
as those who are not members. The Bible tells us of o u r
duty to the orphan (James 1:27), to the widow indeed
(I Timothy 5:3), and to Christians in general who are
deserving of help.
Paul wrote the Christians of Galatia,
opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto
them who are of the household of faith.

In picturing the judgment, the Lord said, “When the Son of
man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with
him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: And before
him shall be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them
one from another, as ashepherd divideth his sheep from the
goats: And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the
goats on left. Then shall the King say unto them on his
right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:
For Iwas an hungred, and ye gave me meat; Iwas thirsty,
and ye gave me drink: Iwas astranger, and ye took me in:
Naked, and ye clothed me: Iwas sick, and ye visited me:
Iwas in prison, and ye came unto me. Then shall the
righteous answer him, saying. Lord, when saw we thee an
hungered, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink ?
When saw we thee astranger, and took thee in ?or naked,
and clothed thee? Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison,
and came unto thee? And the King shall answer and say
unto them. Verily Isay unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done
it unto one of the least of these ray brethren, ye have done

(Romans 12:13; Romans 15:25,26).
As we have there fo re

(Galatians 6:10).
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unto me. Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand,
Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire prepared for
the devil and his angels: For Iwas an hungered, and ye gave
me no meat: Iwas thirsty, and ye gave me no drink; Iwas a
stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me
not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not. Then shall
they also answer him, saying, Zord, when saw we thee an
hungred, or athirst, or astranger, or naked, or sick, or in
prison, and did not minister unto thee ?Then shall he answer
them, saying. Verily Isay unto you. Inasmuch as ye did it
not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me. And
these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the
righteous into life eternal.” (Matthew 25:31-46).

From the foregoing quotation we would conclude that
material help should be given to those who need it and who
are deserving of it. This would include both Christians and
non-Christians. Help might be given on an individual and
personal level or it may be on alarge scale where there is some
kind of emergency and brethren respond to the need by sending
all kinds of physical and material help,

when its comes to helping people there are several
guidelines that must be considered. To begin with, the
scriptures say that aman should work, that is if he is able
t o w o r k a n d w o r k i s a v a i l a b l e , a n d i f h e r e f u s e s
to work then neither should he eat. (2 Thessalonians 3:10).
Next, the scriptures teach that aman that will not provide
for his own house or family members is worse then an infidel.
(1 Timothy 5:8). As long as an individual has family members
or relatives then he should look to them for help, but where
there are no family members or when the family members
have refused to assist one who is in real need, than it is not
only that such aperson can look to the church for help but
in this case the church should help him.

In other words, money of the church is the Lord’s money
and it should be carefully and scripturally used. To misuse
it can do much harm but when it is used for the purpose of
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spreading the gospel of Christ and to care for the physical
needs of those who are deserving of help then this will not
only result in much good being done but will be ameans of
honoring and glorifying the Lord.

This study will be continued next month.

a s s o c i a t e
e d i t o r i a i

The Right View of Salvation
Man’s greatest need in the world is salvation of his soul.

Every year millions of religious books, tracts, pamphlets are
being printed, thousands of religious meetings take place
around the world; all of this has but one purpose, that is, to
te l l man how he can be saved . The re a re , howeve r, two
extreme views held by religious people on the subject of
salvation. In the first place, there are those who believe
and teach that man is saved by faith alone, that is, by a
mental acceptance of Jesus Christ as ones personal Saviour.

Then, on the other hand there are those who believe that
man is saved by his own good works, that is, by living agood
moral life and doing good to humanity. However, there is
only one way to salvation, and God has revealed that one way
to man in h i s book B ib le . There fo re , ou r i n ten t ion shou ld
be to know what the Bible teaches on this subject. Is man
saved by faith alone or by his own good works?

First of all let us discuss faith. Talking about faith, the
writer, in Hebrews 11;6, said, “But without faith it is
impossible to please God: for he that cometh to God must
believe that he is, and that he is arewarder of them that
diligently seek him.” So it is impossible to be saved without
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faith. Faith is agreat principle. Man must believe in Jesus
to be saved. The writer of the gospel, in John 3:16 declares,
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten
Son that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but
have everlasting life.” The question is, however. Is man saved
by faith alone?

Turning to the second chapter of the epistle of James,
‘Even so faith, if it hath
Yea, aman may say, thou

beginning from verse 17, we read,
not works, is dead,being alone,
hast faith, and Ihave works: shew me thy faith without thy
works, and Iwill shew thee my faith by my works. Thou
believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils
also believe, and tremble. But will thou know, Ovain man,
t h a t FA I T H W I T H O U T W O R K S I S D E A D ? Wa s n o t
Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered
Isaac, his son upon the altar? Seest thou how faith wrought
with his works, and by works was faith made perfect? And
the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God,
and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was
called the friend of God. Ye see then how that by works aman
is justified, and not by faith only. Likewise also was not
Rahab the harlot justified by works, when she had recieved
the messengers, and had seen them out another way? FOR AS
THE BODY WITHOUT THE SPIRIT IS DEAD, SO FAITH
WITHOUT WORKS IS DEAD ALSO.”

So what do we see? We see that one connot please God
without faith, one must have faith to be saved. But one is
not saved by faith only. Asaving faith must accompany by

Since faith is made perfect by works. So we ask.w o r k s .

Is man saved by works alone or can he do enough good works
to earn his salvation?

Now let us read from the book of Ephesians 2:8,9 :“For
by grace are ye saved through faith, and that not of yourselves:
it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should
boast.” Now, we may do well to ask :is there acontradiction
between the two writers? While James says that our faith must
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accompany works for it to be asaving faith, Paul, on the
other hand, says that we are not saved by works. Certainly
there is no contradiction. James, in fact, is referring toward
the works of faith, and not to our own work of goodness.
Hence, he cited the example of Abraham, that he was justified
by awork of faith. Abraham offered his only son. Was it
his own work ?No. But God had commanded Abraham to
do that. Even if Abraham had taken Isaae to offer by his
own will, that is, if God had not asked him to do that, then
that would have been awork of Abraham himself, and not
awork of faith. This is exactly what Paul meant when he
said, we are not saved by works. Because if we can be saved
by our own works, then we can boast,
are!”, we would not need God and Jesus Christ, we would be
our own saviour. Therefore, if that could be true, then we
wouldn’t need Jesus Christ to come down from heaven to
live upon earth, and to die for the sinners of the world. There
is no need then for the Bible because it is given to man to tell
him the way of salvation.

However, we are not saying that we should not do good
works. Good works are necessary, and we must do good unto
all men everywhere. After stating, “For by grace are ye saved
through faith; and that not of yourselves :it is the gift of God :
Not of works, lest any man should boast.” The apostle in
the very next verse says, “For we are his workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath
before ordained that we should walk in them.” Jesus Christ,
in Matthew 25, taught the great importance of good works.
He did not only teach on this subject but his own life was full
with good works, one has to go only to the New Testament
to see that. But he did not do good works only, the scripture
says, “Though he were aSon, yet learned he obedience by
the things which he suffered.” (Hebrews 5:8). And “Being
found in fashion as aman, he humbled himself, and became
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross,” (Philippians
2:8). Thus he did not only do good works, that is, doing
good to humanity, but he also did the works of faith, that
is, doing the will of Father.

C < Look how great we
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We have acertain case, in the New Testament, of aman
In Acts 10, we read, he waswhose name was Cornel ius.

“A devout man, and one that feared God with all his house,
which gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God

Now what would you say about such aMan ?Was
he not doing all the good works

always,
he not agood man, was
possible by men ?Yes. he was doing lots of good works.
But he was lost !Because he had not done the will of God.
He was doing his own good works, but had not done what
the Lord has speciftcally commanded that man should do to be
saved,

send some one to acertain place to call for apreacher of the
gospel, who would tell him what he should do to be saved.
And when he obeyed the command of the gospel, as he was
told by the preacher, then he was saved from his sin.

So we conclude, man is not saved by faith alone, but by
faith which works by love. (Galatians 5:6). Neither we are
saved by our own good works, but by works of obedience. Thus
faith and obedience to Christ’s command equals salvation.

So we read that it was revealed to him that he should

This is then the right view of salvation.
If you have not obeyed the commands of Jesus then we

sincerely encourage you to believe in Christ with all your heart,
confess him as the Son of living God, repent or turn from
your sins, and be baptized for the forgiveness of your sins.
As you do so, the Lord will save you and will add you to his
body the church, so that you may serve him and look forward
to his second coming when he will receive his people unto
himself and crown them with the crown of glory.

9 ?

What About The “Healings
Of The Day

Mark H. Nunley
It cannot be doubted but that in the first century men

(the apostles of Christ) worked miracles such as healing.
They did so by the power of the Holy Spirit (Mark 16:17-20;
Acts 2.1 -4). But the Bible lets us know that these miracul-
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ous gifts were only promised to the apostles and that only
acertain few others ever received the miraculous measure of
the Holy Spirit (John 14:26; 15:26; 16:13...Jesus speaking to
the 12 in each of these; Acts 2: 1-4; Acts 6:1-6; Acts 19:1-7;
Acts 8:4-25). The Bible lets us know that these gifts were
passed by the laying on the apostles hands (Acts 8:4-25) so
when the apostles died, there seemingly was no way for the
miraculous gifts to be passed on to others.

The only ones in the Bible who were ever promised the
baptism of the Holy Spirit were the apostles (John 14:26; 16:13)
and the only other case we see of the baptism of the Holy Spirit
was Cornelious in Acts 10. And his case was aspecial case to
prove to the apostles that the Gospel was for the Gentiles as
well as for the Jews (Acts 11:15-18).

The Bible also lets us know these miraculous gifts were
temporary, that they were to serve acertain purpose and then
to be taken away (I Cor. 13:8-13 with Jas. 1:25; Heb.
Mark 16:17-20; ICor. 14:22).

The obvious conclusion then, is that people today DO
NOT have the power from the Holy Spirit to heal people!
Some of the “faith-healers” of the day might “cure” sicknesses
that are located in the case of those who think they are sick
but are not really sick, but they CANNOT cure sickness by
the power of God. Many cases such as this are documented
but notice just this one with us:

During that Sunday afternoon a50-years-old woman
appeared on the stage wearing aback brace. She told
that she had cancer of the liver, stomach, and vertabrae in
her back. She was asked to remove the brace and run back,
and forth on the stage. The audience applauded. Two
months la te r,Dr. No len v is i ted her a t her home where she
lay bedfast. Here are the facts (again, most of the thousands
w h o s a w t h e w o m a n r e m o v e t h e b r a c e a n d w a v e i t i n t h e a i r

will never know what really happened).

During the night following the alleged cure, she was striken
with aterrific pain in the back. On the following day, the

2:3-4;

a
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family called the physician, and he immediately placed the
patient in the hospital and ordered X-rays. Tests revealed
that one vertabrae had collapsed. After being in traction a
week, she was put back into her brace. She told Dr. Nolen
that she had steadily grown weaker and that she was no longer
praying to be cured but that God would help her to bear the
pain. Four months after the supposed cure in Minneapolis,
she d ied.

This happens time and time again to those who are deceived
into thinking that some “faith healer” of our day has power
from God to heal them! When will people wake up?

Demands of Conversion
P a u l M a t t h e w s

In arecent article we pointed out some misconceptions of
conversion and how some think there are demands in the
experience that the Bible does not leach. How'ever, there are
some positive requirements.

1Conversion demands agenuine purpose of living for Christ.
(1 Pet. 2:21 ;Col. 3:1-3; Matt. 6:33.) One’s concluding
he should belong to achurch and thus decides to “join” one
is not enough. No man is truly converted who does not expect
to spend the rest of the life serving the Lord.

2Conversion demands awillingness to make any sacrifice
necessary to be aChristian.

(Luke 14 :26, 27 ;Matt. 13 :44, 45 ;Matt. 16 :24.) Some
must give up more than others, but all must make some sacri¬
fice. Whatever the price, true conversion demands one pay
i t .

3. Conversion d(mands anew birth. (John 3:1-5 ;2Cor.
5;17.) This experience, called abirth by Jesus in John 3
involves abreak with the world that is called adeath. (Rom.
6:6.) Paul describes the Colossians as having died with
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Christ (Col. 2:20), been buried with him by baptism (2:12),
and raised with him. (3 :1). In Rom. 6:6we read, “Know¬
ing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body
of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve

The “old man” and “the body of sin” refer to the old
way of life before conversion, and this must be changed. It is
this required fundamental change in the sinner that makes the
strong emotional appeals and the special propositions dan¬
gerous. By such means people can be moved who have not
considered what God requires of them and who are not ready
to die to the world. The gospel message contains this power
of conviction, and if it will not convict asinner, that sinner can
neve r be conve r t ed t o Ch r i s t .

4. Conversion demands that when completed one will allow
Christ to live in him. Galatians 2:20 reads, “I am crucified
with Christ :nevertheless Ilive ;yet not I, but Christ liveth in
me :and the life which Inow live in the flesh Ilive by the
faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and give himself for

Paul pictures himself as crucifled when he was con¬
verted. Before one’s conversion he usually lives his own life ;
after conversion he lets Christ rule his life. This is required
by the gospel.

Let us who preach tell sinners they must resolve to live of
Christ, make what sacrifice necessary, be born again and
then let Christ regulate their lives through gospel principles. _
We may be baptizing sinners, but we are not being faithful
trustees of the gospel and being fair to sinners if we do not tell
them what God expects of them in conversion.

9 i

s i n .

, ,

m e .

The Power Of God
A l b e r t G a r d n e r

It is so easy to limit God. We try to treat him as if he were
We realize the limits of our own power and sincea m a n

we have “made God in our own image” we begin to limit the
power that God has by comparing him to men.
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Man cannot create anything; he can only make something
out of that which already exiss. But how different it is with
God :“In the beginning God created the heaven and the

(Gen. 1: 1.) Not only did “God create,” he also
made” cer ta in th ings.

(Gen. 1: 26.) “And God
(Gen. 2:7) After

the six days of “creation” God “rested...from all his work
which he had made.” (Gen. 2:3.) Many reject the Genesis
account of creation because it is not humanly possible to
create matter. Creation is possible only with God. “Through
faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word
of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things
which do appear.” (Heb. 11: 3.)

Not only is the power of God seen in material matters but
in the spiritual as well. Abraham had been promised that
he would receive aland for his descendants. Even though
it looked for atime as if God had forgotten his people in
Egypt he was able to lift them out of slavery. Moses was
called to lead the people out of bondage. It was through the
powerful hand of God that they were led out. “And remember
that thou wast aservant in the land of Egypt, and that the
Lord thy God brought thee out thence through amighty hand
and by astretched out arm :therefore the Lord thy God
commanded thee to keep the sabbath day.” (Deut. 5:15.)

Upon athorough study of the history of Israel who
could deny that God was powerfully leading, guiding, and
protecting them ?Joseph believed that his being sold down
into Egypt was for the purpose of saving life. “Now there¬
fore be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold
me hither :for God did send me before you to preserve
life.” (Gen. 45: 5.) Mordecai asked Esther, “And who
knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a
time as this ?” (Esther 4: 14.) God was powerful enough
to raise up people for the purposes. He preserved Israel so
Christ could come through the tribe of Judah.

Did the God that created the world die ?Does the God

e a r t h ,

took that which he had created and
( (

> »

And God said. Let us make man.6 (

formed man of the dust of the ground.
* >
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that led Israel no longer exist ?Has he lost his power ?Is
the God o f t he New Tes tamen t d i f f e ren t f r om the God o f
t h e O l d Te s t a m e n t ? W i l l h e w o r k n o w ? W i l l h e w o r k i n
my life ?What can he do with me ?Oh, how we have
l i m i t e d G o d .

God is able to save me from sin. “Wherefore he is able

also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by
him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.
(Heb. 7: 25.) The apostle Paul looked on himself as the
chief of sinners because he had fought against the church
of Christ. In obtaining mercy he said that God was showing
his salvation as apattern for saving others. If God could
save him he could save anybody. (1 Tim. 1; 15, 16.) Jesus
said, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.
(Mark 16; 16.) The same power that made the worlds and
led the people of Israel is able to save,
power of God unto salvation,
him save you by obeying him ?

Is God through with me when Iobey him ?Will he
through life with me ?“Now unto him that is able to do
exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according
to the power that worketh in us.” (Eph. 3; 20.) Why is it
that we refuse to let the Lord use us ?Do not doubt God
or his power. The power of God will work in us only if
we allow it to work. God will not force himself on us. When
Isee how the power of God was able to take Peter that
followed afar off, that denied the Lord three times and
cursed and swore—when Isee that same man with the bold-

on Pentecost telling the multitude that they killed Jesus
as he used the keys of the kingdom

and later writes two of the New Testament books, Itake
new courage. He may not use me to the same extent he
did Peter but he can help me to have pure thoughts, aclean
life, honest deeds and alife of faithfulness if only Iwill let
his power work in me.

We will do great things for God unless we fall into the

5 9

The gospel “is the
(Rom. 1; 16.) Will you let

/ 5

g o

e v e n

n e s s

wi th “wicked hands 5 5
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Yea, they turned backsame trap, into which .Israel fell,
and tempted God, and limited the Holy One of Israel.”
(Psalm 78: 41.) fVe must not limit God.

The Nature Of The Church
R i c h a r d H . C l a r k

It is indeed astrange thing that so many people say that
they have never heard of the church of Christ. Many tell us
that they have heard of several of the well known denomina¬
tions, but they have never heard of the charch of Christ.

This is not only surprising, but even tragic when we
consider the fact that these same denominations all claim to
be apart of the church of Christ, the same church that .Jesus
b u i l t .

C h u r c h o f t h e N e w T e s t a m e n t

The original church that we read about in the New Testa¬
ment was the church of Christ, and as agroup, they were
called churches of Christ. (Romans 16 :16). In (Matthew
16 :18) Jesus said, 1will build my church. This expression
shows that it was to belong to Him, and thus, it should be
called the church of Christ or church belonging to Christ.

The Kingdom of God
The church of the new testament was also called the church

of God as in (1 Corinthians 1:2) and in (Hebrews 12 :23)
church of the first born. Most references to the church in the
Gospels describe it as a-kingdom. (John 3:3), (Matthew 13*24
and 16 :19). Though the church is the kingdom of God on
earth, Jesus said, my kingdom is not of this world. (John
18 :36). The meaning of this statement by Jesus is that His
kingdom is not of the same nature as earthly kingdoms. It is
not originated for the same purpose or conducted on the same
plan. Jesus describes the kingdom as being spiritual, as when
He said, the kingdom of God cometh not with observation :
Neither shall they say, Lo here !or lo there !for behold, the
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kingdom of God is within you. (Luke 17 ;20, 21). The church
then is aspiritual body of citizens ruled by Christ the king, and
cannot be determined by the (roll books) of men.
names must be written in the Lamb’s book of life. (Revelation
21 :27. )

Chr is t ian ’s

AGal led Out Body
The word church, is derived from atranslations of the

Greek word Ekklesia, which actually means to call out. The
Spirit spoke through the Apostle Paul in (Colossians 3:15)
saying we are called in one body, and be ye thankful. Again
in (2 Timothy 1:8—9), the Spirit said that our Lord hath
saved us, and called us with aholy calling
church is abody of people saints who are called while in
this world into God’s service in aspiritual kingdom.

T h e H o u s e h o l d o f G o d

As children of God, Christians are apart of the household
The Spirit says that the Scriptures were written that

thou mayest know how thou oughtest behave thyself in the
house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar
and ground of the truth (1 Timothy 3:15). Isaiah prophesied
t h a t

2:2). Members of the church are also branches growing from
Christ, the vine. (John 15 ;1-10).

Therefore,, the

o f G o d .

all nations shall flow unto the Lord’s house. (Isaiah

Church Compared to Human Body
Christians are members of the body of Christ which is

likened to aphysical human body having different members
such as feet and hands, (1 Corinthians 12 :15). Furthermore,
the Spirit says. as the body is one, and hath many me¬
mbers, and all the members of that one body, being many, are
one body :so also is Christ. For by one Spirit are we, all
baptized into one body
head of the body, the church. (Colossians 1:18). Members
of the church should, therefore, submit themselves to Christ
who is head of this divine body.

(vs. 12, 13). Jesus Christ is...the

The Spirit inspired the Apostle to explain to the church of
Christ at Ephesus that Christians should give...thanks always
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for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ :Submitting yourselves one to another in
the fear of God. Wives, submit yourselves unto your own
husbands, as unto the Lord. For the husband is the head of
the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church :and he is
the saviour of the body

gave himself for it ;that he might sanctify and cleanse it with
the washing of water by the word, that he might present it to
himself aglorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any
such thing, but that it should be holy and without blemish.
(Ephesians 5:20-27). It is evidently, true from the foregoing
quotation from the Bible that the body (of Christ) is the same
as the church of Christ.

Christ also loved the church, and

Origin of the Church
The origin of this spiritual body of called out people is

revealed by the Spirit In Acts of Apostles, chapter two. The
day of Pentecost (33 A.D.) is the birthday of the church of
Christ. The Spirit from God filled each of the Disciples in an
amazing manifestation, which caused them to speak with
other tongues, and every man heard in his own tongue where¬
in he was born (Acts 2:1-8.) This was the power that Jesus
promised to the Disciples before He ascended up into heaven
as recorded in (Acts 1:8.)

The Sermon of an Apostle
The Apostle Peter defended the strange actions of the Dis-

. t h i sciples who were filled with the Spirit, and affirmed that
is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel. (Acts 2:14-16.)

it shall come to pass, that whosoe-Joel had predicted that
ver shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved. Peter

thus preached the first sermon of the good news, that Jesus
of Nazareth was the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophesy
of the Messiah the Saviour of the world. Peter offered as

miracles and wonders and signs, which God didproof, the
by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know :(Acts
2:22.) It is true that even His enemies did not deny these

Furthermore, the testimoney of David’s prophesym i r a c l e s ,

was given that Christ would be resurrected after His death by
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crucifixion on the cross, and that He would ascend into the
heavens to sit on the throne of David as God had sworn with
an oath. (2 Samuel 7:12-13) and (Acts 2:29-35.) Pente¬
cost, therefore, was the time when Christ would begin His
reign as King over His spiritual Kingdom which is His

c h u r c h .

Results Following the Sermon
The hearers of the word, believing and realizing their lost

cond i t i on ,
and to the rest of the apostles, men and brethren, what shall
we do ?(Acts 2:37.)

Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. (Acts
2: 38.)

were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter

Then they that gladly received his word were baptized ;
and the same day there were added unto them about three
thousand souls. And they continued steadfastly in the Apostles’
doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in
prayers. (Acts 2:41-52.) . . ; . . .and the Lord added to the
church daily such as should be saved. (Acts 2:47b.)

AScho lar Agrees
Wi th re ference to the above ment ioned verses, Smi th 's

Bible Dictionary published in London, May 19th., 1866
says :

Here we have indirectly exhibited the essential conditions
of Church Communion. They are (1) Baptism, Baptism imply¬
ing on the part of the recipient repentance and faith ;(2)
Apostolic Doctrine ;(3) Fellowship with the Apostles ;(4)
The Lord’s Supper ;(5) Public worship. Every requisite
for church-membership is here enumerated not only for the
Apostolic days, but for future ages.
S m i t h f u r t h e r s t a t e s t h a t :

The Church, then at this ptriod was abody of baptized
men and women who believed in Jesus Christ, and In the rev-
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elation made by him, who were united by having the same
faith, hope and animating Spirit of love, the same Sacraments,
and the same spiritual Head.

Division is Unacceptable

Today many people of different religious faiths are discard¬
ing the conception that Christendom should be divided into
separate denominations. The prayer of Jesus in (John 7:20-
23) that all Christians may be one, and the commandment to
the church of Christ at Corinth to
thing, and that ye be perfectly joined together in the same
mind and in the same judgment (1 Corinthians 1:10) indicates
that Christians should not be divided.

God’s Plan For Unity

all speak the same

Concerning the study of the church as the body in (I
Corinthians 12 :12-31) the Spirit through the Apostle says in

there should be no schism in the body(vs. 25) that ;
In the fourth chapter of the Ephesian epistle God has given a

Christians are told to endeavor todivine plan for unity,
keep the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace, (Ephesians
4:3.) It is explained further that there is one body or church.

Spirit and one hope. There is only one Lord, one faith,
o n e G o d a n d F a t h e r

o n e

and one baptism, just as there is only
(vs. 4-6.)o f a l l

It is inconceivable that God would give aplan that will
not work :Christians seeking unity on the basis of all points
in this plan cannot fail when they submit themselves to the
word of God and take heed to its warnings.

Heed the Warnings

Jesus said in (Matthew 15:9) But in vain they do worship
A l s oteaching for doctrines the commandment of men.

one that saith unto me. Lord,
m e .

in (Matthew 7:21,) Not every
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven ;but he that

These ve rsesdoeth the will of my Father which is in heaven,
clearly state that we should not worship God according to
doctrines commanded by men, but should seek to do God’s
will if we should enter heaven. The only way to have assur-
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ance that we are doiag his will is to put our trust completely
in the Scriptures.

Only Scripture is Inspired
Hear the teaching g iven to ayoung evangel is t . A l l

scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righte¬
ousness :That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly
furnished unto all good works. (2 Timothy 3:16, 17.) With
reference to teaching others, the Spirit exhorts. If any man
speak, let him speak as the oracles of God
These verses teach us that the Word of God is sufficient to

supply the doctrine that we preach.
Members of the church of Christ have taken heed to these

New Testament principles and therefore try to call Bible things
by Bible names. An accepted principle is to speak as the
Bible speaks concerning matters of faith, and keeping silent
where i t i s s i l en t .

(1 Peter 4:11.)

Let us Restore N.T. Christianity
Christians should be devoted to the restoration of Chris¬

tianity as given in the New Testament. All religious people
are urged to return to God’s plan as found in Scripture. The
Bible is the one book accepted by all in Christendom, and thus
areturn to it is the only solution to the problems which con¬
front us. Surely it is God’s desire that all of Christ’s followers
be united in the church for which Christ died, that all might be
one in every sense of the word.

The Time for Observing the
Lord’s Supper

L e s l i e G . T h o m a s

When Jesus instituted the Lord’s supper, he bade his disci¬
ples observe it in memory of him (Matt. 28:20); and that, of
course, implies atime of observance. And furthermore, since
all of our service to Christ must be motivated by faith, it is
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essential that we have some scriptural teaching regarding the
time element, before we can know when we are to eat the

(Rom. 10: 17). The only mention of the time elements u p p e r ,
in the entire New Testament is in the following statement;
“And upon the first day of the week, when we were gathered
together to break bread, Paul discoursed with them, intending
to depart on the morrow; and prolonged his speech until mid¬
night.” (Acts 20: 7.) It is true that this is only an example,
but it is awell-known principle of Biblical interpretation, that
an approved example has the force of apositive command-

The “first day of the week”, also called the “Lord’s
day” (Rev. 1: 10), then, is the time when the Lord’s supper
should be observed. The New Testament furnishes no informa¬
tion regarding and particular hour of the first day of the week
for the observance of the Lord’s supper; and the assumption is

m e n t .

that any hour of that day is acceptable for its celebration.
Many congregations today, where the Lord’s supper is cus¬

tomarily eaten at the forenoon hour of worship, also have the
supper at the evening hour of worship for the benefit of those
who were unable to be present at the earlier service,
ever, the practice of serving the Lord’s supper at the evening
hour of worship, especially if it is after six o’clock, has been
called in question by some brethren, on the ground that the
Lord’s day actually ends at six o’clock in the evening, and that
if the supper is eaten after that time, it would be on the second
day of the week or Monday. That conclusion, of course, is
based on the assumption that only the Jewish method of count¬
ing time is recognized in the Bible; and if that is correct, then
it is true that the supper must be eaten before six o’clock in
the evening, if it is to be eaten on the Lord’s day.

BUT WHAT SAY THE SCRIPTURES?

But when one affirms that only the Jewish method of count¬
ing time, with reference to the first day of the week, is recogni¬
zed and used in the New Testament, he is merely assuming to
be true the very point of view which he is obligated to prove.
It is true that Matthew, Mark, and Luke use the Jewish
method of counting time, and John apparently does, too, at

H o w -
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least apart of the time; but it is almost certain that the latter
also uses the Roman method, which was the same as ours. For
example, Mark (15:25) says that the crucifixion of Jesus took
place at the hour, while John (19: 14) says that Pilate’s
decision to deliver Christ to the Jews to be crucified came at
the 'T/xt/; hour. (Matt. 27: 11-31; Mark 15: 6-20; Luke 23:
13-25.) The Jewish day was reckoned “from evening to even¬
ing” while the Romans counted theirs “from midnight to mid¬
night.” We are, of course, speaking of the twenty-four hour
day. Thus, the sixth hour of John was Roman time, and was
reckoned from midnight; while the third hour of Mark was
Jewish time, and was reckoned from six o’clock in the morn¬
ing. Pilate passed sentence on Jesus at six o’clock in the mor¬
ning (Roman time), and was ciucified three hours later, or at
the third hour (Jewish time) which, of course, would be nine
o’clock (Roman time.)

We learn from the records of the New Testament that Jesus
appeared five times to his disciples on the resurrection day.
which was, of course, the first day of the week. Those five
appearances, in the order of their occurrences, were (1) to
Mary Magdalene (Mark 16: 9); (2) to the other women
their way to tell the disciples (Matt. 28: 9-13); (3) the two dis¬
ciples on the way to Emmaus (Mark 16: 12, 13; Luke 24;
13-32); (4) to Simon (Luke 24: 33-35); and (5) to the ten apost¬
les, Thomas being absent (Luke 24: 36-43; John 20: 19-25).
John is very specific about the day when Jesus appeared to the
ten apostles—“on that day, the first day of the week”; and he
says that the time of day was “evening.” The original word
for “evening” is opsios (John 6: 16), concerning which Arndt
Gingrich says, “The context often makes it easier to decide
just what time is meant, whether before or after sundown.
The expression “when therefore it was evening” is atranslation
of Ouses oun opsias (Westcott and Hort), which Young’s Con¬
cordance renders, “It being late.

If we consider the word “evening” in John 20: 19 in the
light of Luke 24: 12-36, it appears fair to assume that the mee¬
ting of Jesus with the ten apostles took place in the early part

o n

9 9

9 9
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of the night. The day was “far spent” when Jesus and the
two disciples reached Emmaus, which Luke says was sixty fur¬
longs (about seven miles) from Jerusalem. It would take a
little time for them to prepare for the evening meal; and then,
of course, it would require amuch longer period of time for
them to walk beck to Jerusalem, where they reported their
experiences to the apostles, at which time the Lord appeared

John was evidently using Roman time, and if so, it
still the first day of the week, and would be until mid-

nieht. Luke reported this appearance of Jesus, but he does
not specify the day on which it occurred, while John does both.
If John wrote his record of the gospel several years after the
destruction of Jerusalem, in A.D. 70, as is generally supposed,
then it is reasonably certain that the aim of the Holy Spirit is
to show that the Lord expects his people to recognize the time
of the countries in which they live.

WHEN EXCEPTIONS ARE PERMISSIBLE
While Christians are not told that they must eat the Lord’s

supper at aspecified hour of the day, they are taught, as we
have already seen, that the first day of the week is the lime
when they must eat it, if they please the Lord (Acts 20: 7); and
it is fair to assume that all the disciples who customarily meet
at agiven place should assemble themselves together at the
time agreed upon for that purpose (Heb. 10: 25). The passage
just cited is not limited to the meetings which are held on the
first day of the week when the Lord’s supper is eaten; but it
certainly does include them.

But there are sometimes circumstances which make it prac¬
tically impossible for some brethren to meet at the accusto¬
med time for the observance of the Lord’s supper; and as poin¬
ted out earlier in this study, it is often the case that arrange¬
ments are made for them to eat at alater (or earlier) time that
day, usually in the evening. However, there are some brethren
who feel that a“second setting” of the Lord’s table is not in
keeping with either the spirit or the letter of the Lord’s teach¬
ing regarding the supper. There is indeed no specific teaching
in the New Testament with reference to a“second setting'

t o t h e m ,

w a s

t o
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the Lord*s table on the first day of the week; but in view of the
teaching of such passages of scripture as Rom. 15: 4; 1Cor:
10: 6, 11, it seems reasonable to conclude that we are justified
in applying the principle to the question now before ns, which
Jehovah laid down for the children of Israel regarding the feast
of the passover. (See Num. 9: 9-13.)

God never makes it impossible for any person to serve him,
if he sincerely wants to; and we may be sure that no man will
be rejected who has done the very best he was able to do.. This
is not to be construed to imply that God will look with favour
upon people who think that they can please him, while neglec¬
ting his commandments. This is the plain implication of Num.
9: 13. It has already been pointed out that there are some
who are, because of conditions beyond their control, unable to
assemble with the saints when the Lord’s supper is eaten; and
because of that, arrangements are made for alater observance

that day which, in the light of the principle we are now
considering, seems both reasonable and right,
dingly doubtful that the Lord will accept the worship of those
who deliberately neglect the regular service, in order to do
their own bidding. This should cause those who want some
extra sleep, to visit, or to engage in pursuits of pleasure, to
examine more closely the word of the Lord. (James 2: 10;
4: 17.)

o n

Bu t i t i s excee-

G O D S P E A K S T O Y O U
The Bible today is the object of much criticism and ridicule.

Philosophers are referring to it as an overglorified story book.
Educators are banning it from our schools and the common
people are shying from its teachings.

Men have long sought to disprove the Bible on the grounds
of Science, Archeology, and History. But even in this day of
moon probes and satelites, and vast Scientific Knowledge, the
Bible still shines as truth. The hammers of skeptics lie in ruin
around the anvil of God’s Word.
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Thomas Paine, in the last century, said he would go through
the Bible like awoodchopper with an axe, and it would die
within acentury. But today, Thomas Paine is all but forqotten,
and the Bible is still the world’s best seller.

In the early days of the Bible, disbelieving kings tried to do
away with it by having mass burnings, where both Christians
and their Bibles were burned. But neither the unproven theo¬
ries of scholars, nor the burning by disbelievers, nor the laugh-

of skeptics has been able to destroy this perfect Book oft e r

G o d .
The Bible bears its own best testimony when it states “Hea-
and earth shall pass away, but My Word shall never pass

When the last disbelieving cry from the last infidel
v e n

a w a y ,

has ceased, the Bible will still live to see us in judgement.
God has promised that by Providence the Bible shall remain

Countless thousands of men and womenfor every generation,
through the centuries have died that the Scriptures might live.
There is areason lor God’s Providence and man’s sacrifice in
preserving the Scriptures. The reason is, whether we arc will¬
ing to admit it or not, the Bible is man’s guidebook while upon
t h e e a r t h .

We ask, “Why is there so much crime, brutality, immorality,
mental illness, insecurity in our world today?’’ It is because
man has drifted so far from God and His Word. He has tur¬
ned his back on his only po.ssible hope. We have in effect said

We don’t need You. We can pull ourselves up by
our own bootstraps.’’ If only we had eyes in the back of our
heads to see the pictures of the past. Without exception, when
man has turned his back on God and His Standards, he has
lost his way and stumbled blindly to his downfall. Why is it
that so many people are set on destroying or disproving God’s
Word? Is it because they really don’t believe it, or is it be-
_-I they don’t like what it says? During the reign of Jehosa-

phat, one of the ancient kings of the Old Testament, he sought
council from the prophets of God about abattle that was to
take place. Jehosaphat didn’t like what the man of God said,
so he called in other prophets. These were foreign prophets
who would say what he wanted to hear. So it is with our
generation. Many don’t like what the Bible says, so they turn
to those philosophers who will say what we want to hear.

We live in ageneration that hates rules, despises bounda¬
ries, and rebels at law. But we must realize that if we live on

unrestricted, animal-like basis, we must reap the reward of

to God,

c a u s e

a n
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our dog-eat-dog society. The prophet of old stated it correctly
when he said, “It is not in man’s way that walketh to direct
his own steps.” The further we get away from God and the
Bible, the closer we get to abarbaric, animal-like state. It is
only in Christ and the Bible that the proper boundaiies of
man’s existence are found. Our modern philosophers with
their “Do anything you’re big enough to do” attitude are lead¬
ing us toward downfall and destruction. Our modern permis¬
sive immorality is creating ageneration with no pride, no
values, and no concerns. Men, in their desire to be happy,
are following the pseudo-philosophers as they lead them further
and further from real purpose and happiness.

The Bible, for many people, has become nothing more than
ashowpiece for their coffee tables, or adust collector. To
many, it is nothing more than astorage jslace for pressed
flowers and obituary clippings. Not until we stop listening to
the critics of the Bible, whose arguments sound as if they had
never even read the Bible, and start letting the power of God’s
Word work in our lives, will we ever find lasting peace of
mind. Thousands of people are seeing the folly of the huma¬
nistic philosophies which strips man of his pride and purpose,
and leaves him with nothing but an empty shell. Only the
Bible tells us who we are, where we came from, and where we
are going. Today Iask all of you who are looking for the real
worth-while purpose in life to give Christ achance in your life.
Commit yourself totally and wholly to His cause. ’Tou will
find yourself better than you have ever been in your life, and
your soul will be filled with apriceless peace, and at last, you
will have achieved the lasting happiness for which you have
been searching. Let the Bible be your only guide. Let it be
apattern for your life. Believe and obey its message, repent
of your sins, confess your faith, be buried with Christ in
baptism, and live always fulfilling your true purpose in life.

i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t t h e B I B L E
The Bible was written by more than 40 men who were ins¬

pired by God. More than 1600 years (from 1500 B.C. to A.D.
100) were required to write this great volume.

The Bible is divided into the Old and New Testaments. The

Old Testament tells us of God’s dealing with people under the
Patriarchal and Mosaical Dispensations. It is aschool master
to bring us to the New Testament (Galatians 3:24-25). At
Christ’s death the Old Testament ceased to be binding
mankind (Colossians 2:14). Today we are governed by the New
Tes tamen t .

u p o n
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The first four books of the New Testament tell us of the
wonderful birth, life, and sacrificial death of Jesus Christ.
Much of his public ministry is recorded in these books.

The book of Acts tells of the establishment of the church
of Christ on Pentecost A.D. 33. There is also recorded in Acts
eight detailed accounts of conversion. These are the records
of how men and women found and obeyed Christ. These eight
conversions are the only ones recorded in detail in the Bible.
It is interesting to note the elements involved, repented, and
were baptized. They confessed to the world by word and
action their allegiance to Christ.

The general epistles tell us of the work and 'growth of the
early church. The book of Revelation gives us aview of the
f u t u r e .

Begin reading ypur Bible today, then obey its teachings.
Truly God is speaking to you through the Bible.

F R E E
B o o k O f T h e M o n t h

W H A T H A P P E N E D T O T H E
B O D Y ? ” T h i s B o o k d e a l s w i t h t h e
subject of resurrection of Jesus of
N a z a r e t h . S o m e c l a i m t h a t J e s u s
did not actually die on the Roman
cross bu t was s imp l y swooned o r
b e c a m e u n c o n s c i o u s . A n d l a t e r w h e n
he became conscious in the grave, in
which his body was placed, he rolled
the stone away, went past the strong
Roman guards, and went to his disci¬
ples, who then published the story of
h i s r e s u r r e c t i o n .

Is this true? Send your order to¬
day with apostage stamp of Re.
paise only, and we will send you a
copy of the book “What happened to
the body?” [ M

a
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srrsr ^ l?r h^tit Jf, ^ t a r |

fq? ?r^qn mRitf fqr ^?rqT=qrq qr> ^rr^rr |;fq^qR,
?fqtqjTT, q^R^rq qrq% ̂ qf^^qr f^qr |, 3^ ̂ ?q qiq
qq?^ fqrq %er (qrqtfqqr) ^q^^RT ^fq^mi |(q'fqqf
^:v« ;? n :n ) I qR q tq | q f r qRT | , f qR-
qrqV qqr qq^ q^^qr ^^q jqqrf qrt qrq^ Jr qJf |, ^fq^q
%qq r^\^ %f^q fqqr^ %fqti (q^'t ^'.Rl-RR U:?.) I
qrrqq qq% q?Rt %qff |, qqff^ q^ qqfqfqq |;%q>qf ^qq
qrq^ |, %?qrq qT qr̂ qq ̂ qqrq; q^T^ |, tq?Tq?r q=s# q?rq
I—qTR %qqcq'f %%qf ^qrq q?rq tqt fq q^TT q^ q
qq?^ Iqqr^qq %fqq qfq qrt q\ f?qq ^qq^ %q qq^rq qiq^
%fqtT xm I, q-^?^ ff ?fqqT q;rq fqr^ft %q if q^RF |(Rqq
qt q^qqq %%q Jf), qq tq^ qiqi qff qiT qq^qr fqr «ft f?qq

qrt qqwT^ q1qr| qi; qqr |V qrrq ̂ r q> q?r q^iq q?r q;|T
q q r q i I

qq:, qqf^ ^q qqq q^i qjTq q?R |, qq^ qrqfqq (qqq)
(qqi fqqq-qtq q?t q?F 1qqr ^q qrq %fqfr qq%
qrq fqr qqr |q\q ql'q %rr^ ^qqq t| |q|r qq sqr

?qif^ fqrql'^q't qr^fqqr qqqrqqr qqrq qt fqr
q^ fqqq Jf qff fqq qqr(fr 1^q qrq qrt qrq fqr qqJrqqq ^
qq^ qrqfqq (qqq) %qqqrT ̂ qr^ qrqri; qrt tr^ ?qrq q'̂ : (t^qr
%q ^) qqrqr |, fqr qqT-^ qrr |, Tqqfqqq ;ifqrfqqlr

;qTRl v;̂ r̂ . qi| fqrqt ̂ f%qqV qV ?=ŝ r

| q r

fq qq qft qrR qri^ qt, q% ^q qrq qit qrqqr qrfft’ fqr ?qq
q%q qq %qq t rq r q rT | (q |RT ;qq fqq f ;
?qfqfRqf U-l^) I —qgqrfqq



Radio Sr i lanka Broadcasts

■ENGLISH—The Voice of Speaker ;Reggie Gnana-
s u n d a r a m

All correspondence should be sent to The Voice of Truth,
Post Box 3815, New Delhi 110049.
Sundays—10 :15 to 10 :30 P.M.
Frequencies—(1) 15,120 KHZ, 19 Meter Band ;lOOKW

(2) 11,725 KHZ, 25 Meter Band ;100 KW
(3) 7,190 KHZ. 41 Meter Band, 10 KW

Tuesday—9 :30 to 9:45 A.M.
Frequencies :(1) 11,724 KHZ, 25 Meter Band ;lOOKW

(2) 15,128 KHZ, 19 Meter Band ;lOOKW
(3) 6,075 KHZ, 49 Meter Band, 10 KW

HINDI—Gospel Truth—Speaker :Sunny David
All correspondence should be sent to Gospel Truth, Post
Box 3815, New Delhi 110049.
Tuesdays—8 :45 to 9:15 P.M.
Fridays—8 ;45 to 9:15 P.M.
Frequencies-(1) 11,800 KHZ ;25 Meter Band ;100 KW

(2) 7,190 KHZ ;49 Meter Band ;50 KW
(3) 6,075 KHZ, 49 Meter Band, 10 KW

TELUGU—The Voice of Truth—Speaker :Joshua Gootam
All correspondence should be sent to The Voice of Truth
Post Box 80, Kakinada 533001.
Mondays~2 :30 to 2:45 P.M.
Wednesdays—2 :30 to 2:45 P.M.
Frequencies—(1) II, 800 KHZ; 25 Meter Band; 100 KW

(2) 7,190KHZ, 49 Meter Band, 50 KW
TAMIL—JAe Way of Truth—Speaker :P. R. Swamy

All correspondence should be sent to The Way of Truth,
Post Box 3301, Bangalore 560033.
Tuesdays—5 :30 to 5;45 P.M.
Thursdays—6 :45 to 7:00 P.M.
Frequencies :(1) 11,800 KHZ ;25 Meter

1 0 0 K W
(2) 7,190 KHZ, 49 Meter Band, 50 KW

A L L A R E E N C O U R A G E D T O L I S T E N
Bible Correspondence Courses and Christian Literature

are available in these different languages from the addresses
listed.
Printed at :Pioneer Fine Art Press, Delhi-6
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