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The Power of an Example
may wonder what we

We may thinkAs the Lord’s people sometimes we
can do to help to further the cause of Christ.
i„ ,e,ms of doing something big. We want to preach, be a
teacher write Christian literature, or do any number ot other
hgBut we ma, not have the ability o, the opportum.y
do'these things. In that ease, what can we do 7Doeŝ  hathat we are worthless to the Lord 7Does ,t mean that we

c a n d o / E e r -

t o

m e a n

and that there is nothing weare not important
tainlynot. Every Christian can
much more than he might realize. Many can serve mareas
that they never imagined, if they would but try. But
of one’s background, his training, his ability, or many other
things, every Christian can set agood example. We ‘̂ an beChrist-like. We can be stable, steadfast, obedient and faithful
workers in the Lord’s vineyard. This perhaps is needed to¬
day more than anything else. There is power, great power,
in agood example. .

Example is defined as arepresentative sample, something
avoided. Example or en-

I n t h e

do something, often times

forming amodel to be followed or
sample are used in the New Testament several times.
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King James English Version these words are used separatly
but they both mean the same thing. To further illustrate,
what we are talking about when we speak of an example,
there iŝ an old saying that states, “Actions speak louder than
words.” Another such saying that is very similar is, ‘T had
rather see asermon any day than to hear one”. In other
words, it is easy to preach and teach and tell
to do, but what is said is often forgotten. The thing that
impresses people more than anything else is how you live. That
is the example that you set.

s o m e o n e w h a t

Let’s think about the power of the example for afew
minutes as we turn through the scriptures. Some of the stories
told are used to illustrate abad example and others to set
forth agood example. Peter shows how God dealt with the
wicked of the Old World in sending the flood to destroy them.
He continues by saying, ‘‘And turning the cities of Sodom
and Gomorrha into ashes condemned them with an overthrow
making them an ensample unto those that after should live

(2 Peter 2:6). The lesson for us, then, would be
that if we live as they lived, God will destroy us as he destro¬
yed them. He might have simply said that if we live ungodly
lives, we will have to suff'er the consequences, but that is
not nearly as convincing as when he goes back and mentions

ungodly”.

case after another of God actually destroying the wicked.
These are powerful examples to encourage us to live for God.
Similar lessons are taught in 1Corinthians 10 :6-12, as Paul
relates some stories pertaining to the behaviour of the Israe¬
lites. After revealing how God had delivered them from
bondage, he shows that many of them were overthrown in
the wilderness because God was not pleased with them. Then
he says, “Now these things were our examples, to the intent
we should not lust after evil things, as they also lusted. Nei¬
ther be ye idolaters, as were some of them; as it is written. The
people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play. Nei¬
ther let us commit fornication, as some of them committed,
and fell in one day three and twenty thousand. Neither let
us tempt Christ, as some of them also murmured, and

o n e

w e r e
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destroyed of the destroyer. Now all these things happened
unto them for ensamples :and they are written for our admo-

W h e r e -nition, upon whom the ends of the world are come,
fore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.
Again, the evil deeds of God’s people are listed along with a
description of how He dealt with them, and this serves as a
powerful example to us that we should not go and do like-

Notice, He says don’t be idolaters, fornicaters, or mur-w i s e .

murers lest we should be punished as they were. He says they
are our examples that we should not do such things.

While we could dwell on many other stories that would
serve to teach us that we should not follow these examples,
we will now turn our attention to the good examples of others
and the good examples that we ourselves should set. James
shows how the prophets serve to teach us valuable lessons
on the qualities we should have in our daily lives. He says,
“Grudge not one against another, brethren, test ye be con¬
demned :behold, the judge standeth before the door. Take,

brethren, the prophets, who have spoken in the name of
the Lord, for an example of suffering affliction, and of patie-

Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have

m y

n e e .

heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end of the
Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy.
(James 5:9-11). Of course, as indicated in James 2:11,
Christ is the greatest example of all for us. Luke tells us that
he “began both to do and teach.” (Acts 1:1). In John 13
Christ taught his disciples agreat lesson by humbling himself
to wash the i r fee t . Then he sa id , “Ye ca l l me Master and

9 9

Lord :and ye say well; for so Iam. If Ithen, your Lord and
Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one
another’s feet. For Ihave given you an example, that ye
should do as Ihave done to you. Verily, verily, Isay unto
you, The servant is not greater than ths lord; neither he that
is sent greater than he that sent him. If ye know these things,
happy are ye if ye do them.” (John 13:13-17). The Lord
did not wash the disciple’s feet to leave an example that should
be followed and practised as worship in the church, as some
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would conclude, but rather he desired to teach them alesson
on humility. No doubt they had too much pride. They felt
too important to bow down to wash anyone’s feet. In that
part of the world where it was very arid and dry, the country¬
side was very dusty. With the practice of wearing sandals,
when people came in off of ahot dusty journey the host would
offer water for the visitor to wash his feet. One’s feet usually
represent the lowly part of man, that which is dirty and un¬
clean. Surely aperson would wash his o\yn feet but it would
be difficult to wash another ’s feet. Jesus then humbled him¬
self, as their Lord and Master, to wash their feet. What an
example for them and for all. Surely if the Lord could wash
their feet then the lesson was that they could do any needed
service for one another.

But that is not all that Christ did in the way of setting an
example. We could perhaps dwell at great length on the many
other things that would serve to teach us valuable lessons.
At the very pinnacle of all of that would be the great suffering
that he experienced on our behalf; and leaving us an exam¬
ple. As amatter of fact, Peter wrote, “For even hereunto were
ye called :because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an
example, that ye should follow his steps :Who did no sin,
neither was guile found in his mouth: Who, when he was reviled
reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but
committed himself to him that judgeth righteously ;Who his
own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we,
being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness :by whose
stripes ye were healed.” (1 Peter 2:21-24). In this instance,
Peter is stressing that Christ left us an example in suffering,
that even though he was without sin, he was willing to suffer
for our sin, that in spite of the fact that he was reviled, he
reviled not, although he suffered he threatened not, but com¬
mitted himself to him that judgeth righteously. Since he is
our example in all of these ways, and in so many others, then
Peter exhorts that we should walk in his steps, or we should
follow his example and strive to be like him, We could do
nothing greater than that,
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Speaking of the Thessalonians, Paul writes, “And ye be¬
came followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the
word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost :So that
ye were ensamples to all that believe in Macedonia and Achaia.
For from you sounded out the word of the Lord not only in
Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith to
God-ward is spread abroad; so that we need not to speak any
thing.” (1 Thessalonians 1:6-8). So Paul pays agreat tri¬
bute to these brethren by saying that they had been ensamples
or examples to all who had believed. He says that they had
followed them in the Lord, and suffered much through recei¬
ving the word, and that they had sounded forth the word of
the Lord to all in Macedonia and Achaia. Because of this,
their faith had been spread abroad. So they had become
examples to all in the whole area. That is, they had shown
others what it really meant to follow Christ and to spread his
teaching. Others would do well to follow the pattern that
they had set.

Paul, in discussing the conduct that he and others had
demonstrated among the Thessalonians, said that they had
done what they had done “to make ourselves an ensample un¬
to you to follow us.” (2 Thessalonians 3: 9). To the Philippians
he said, “Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark
them which walk so as ye have us for an example. (For many
walk, of whom Ihave told you often, and now tell you even
weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ :
Whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly, and whose
glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things)”. (Philippians
3:17-19). In 1Corinthians 4:16; Paul wrote, “Wherefore I
beseech you, be ye followers of me.” Similarly, he said, “Be
ye followers of me, even as Ialso am of Christ,” (1 Corint¬
hians 11:1). How was it that Paul could be their example
and even encourage them to follow him ?Because he was
following Christ and he knew that if they followed him they
would not be following him as aman but in reality they would
be following Christ. How wonderful it would be if we could
so live that the same would be true when people follow us.
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To the young preacher, Timothy, Paul wrote, ‘Let no man
example of the believers.despise thy youth; but be thou an ! . ! u !

in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, m
purity.” (1 Timothy 4:12), Older people often look down
-young people. They are suspicious of them. They find i

hard to believe that they could be serious about the more
important things of life. They imagine them to be unstable

dependable, weak, and worldly. Paul is therefore encou¬
raging this young man to so live that no one can despise himteause of Js youth, but rather that he sl-ooW.Sthe believers in his Christian behaviour and duties,

local congregation of the

o n

n o t

The Apostle Peter was elder in a
Lord’s church and as such he encouraged his fellow eWers to
be an example before the flock instead of acting as lords. HeeLouraged them to lead instead of driving, to be humble
instead of proud, to teach by doing rather than by comman¬
ding He says, “The elders which are among you Î '"t’
who am also an elder, and awitness of the sufferings of Christ
and also apartaker of the glory that shall be revealed :Feed
the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight

;not for filthy lucre, butthereof, not by constraint, but willin
of aready mind; Neither as being lords over
but being ensamples to the flock. And when the chief Shep¬
herd shall appear, ye shall receive acrown of glory that
fadeth not away. Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves un¬
to the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and
be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and

to the humble. Humble yourselves therefore
hand of God, that he may exalt you in due

0 3

God’s heritage.

giveth grace
under the mighty
time :Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.
Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour :
whom resist steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflic¬
tions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world.
(1 Peter 5:l-9).

Christ ian wifeIn another passage Peter explains that a
can perhaps have more influence on her unbelieving husband
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by living agodly life before him than she can by constantly
trying to teach him with the word. Hear him:
wives, be in subjection to your own husbands; that, if any
Obey not the word, they also may without the word be
by the conversation of the wives; While they behold your
chaste conversation coupled with fear. Whose adorning let it
not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of
wearing of gold, or of putting on apparel; But let it be the
hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible,
the ornament of ameek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight
of God of great price.” (1 Peter 3:1-4).
nag at her husband to obey the Lord but she may never reach
him. She can go along with her husband to please him but
this will not bring him around. She can try to reach him
through outward dress and beauty but neither will this touch
him. Peter says that aquiet godly life, where the wife shows
the purity and devotion of the hidden man, or the heart, will
do more to move her husband and to bring him to the truth
than anything else. This is the power of agood example. Al¬
though the wife is mentioned here, likewise aChristian
may win his unbelieving wife through his faithfulness to the
Lord. There is nothing quite like aperson being able to
Christianity come to life in another person,
influence on people when nothing else can.

We are all familiar with the words of Christ in the Sermon
on the Mount, when he said, “Ye are the light of the world.
Acity that is set on an hill cannot be hid.
light acandle, and put it under abushel, but on acandlestick;
and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. Let
light so shine before men, that they may see your good works,
and glorify your Father which is in heaven”. (Matthew
5:14-16).
agreat lesson is in them. Christ says that as Christians
we are the light of the world. That is, we reflect the light of
Christ. Through Christ we are the good influence in the world.
We are the only light that the world knows. We are like a
city that is set on ahill that cannot be hid. Everyone

Likewise, ye

w o n

e v e n

Awife can nag and

m a n

s e e

This can have an

Neither do men

y o u r

How simple these words are and yet what

c a n
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They know we are there. We are like light on acand̂s e e u s .

lestick that gives light to all that are in the house, yea, even
the world. Just as one would not light acandle and then
cover it up or high it, neither should we allow sin or bad con¬
duct to destroy our light or image as aChristian. Rather,
we are to live in such away that all may see our good works
and glorify the Father in Heaven,
thought ?We say again, there is
of setting agood example.

What kind of example are you ?Are you living for Christ ?
What about your speech ?Do you live agood moral life? Are
you able to control your temper ?Are you agood neighbour?
Do you show love in your life for others ?What kind of atti¬
tude do you have ?Do you attend the assemblies of the
church? Are you giving of your material means as you have
been prospered ?Are you ready to do whatever you can to
help further the cause of Christ ?Can Christ be seen in your
daily life ?Paul wrote, “I am crucified with Christ :neverthe¬
less Ilive; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me ;and the life
which Inow live in the flesh Ilive by the faith of t^ Son ot
God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.” (Galatians
2 : 2 0 ) .

My brothers and sisters in Christ, let your life speak for
Christ. You may quietly preach Christ through your exam¬
ple and have agreat influence on those around you. Listen
worlds of people will never read the Bible. They will never
attend the various meetings of the church. They may never
listen to aradio programme or read apiece of literatme. But
they may watch and observe you in your daily life. They will
read the gospel according to you. What will they read. How
will your life read ?Will it be agood record of Christianity .
What agreat responsibility we have, then to use our example
as ameans of reaching people for Christ and through this to
spread his cause. Thank God that from the least to the grea¬
test, however we may be classified in the Lord’s eyes, we can
in this way render anoble service to Him.

I s n ’ t t h a t a b e a u t i f u l

greater power than thatn o

FREE OFFER !
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a s s o c i a t e
^ e d i t o r i a l

How Could Jesus Be The Son of
G o d ?

The question is some times raised, “How could Jesus be the
Son of God ?” Not only those who do not believe in God
would say so, for one who does not believe in God would natu¬
rally not believe in His Son also. But even some of those who
believe in God are not ready to accept Jesus as the Son of God.
They would believe in him, and accept that he was aprophet,
or agod, or an angelic being, but not the Son of God. How¬
ever, the Bible clearly and definitely teaches that Jesus Christ is
the only begotten Son of God. Iwould therefore urge you to
please note the following.

First of all, we see, when Jesus was baptized and as he came
up out of the water, there came avoice from heaven declaring,

This is my beloved Son.” (Matthew 3:17). Not only at his
baptism but at the time of Christ’s transfiguration when the dis¬
ciples of Christ were with him, they suddenly heard avoice
from heaven, saying, “This is my beloved Son in whom Iam
well pleased, hear ye him.” (Matthew 17 :5). Then, we read,
apostle Peter confessed before others, when Jesus had asked
them the question :“but whom say ye that Iam ?” Peter ans¬
wered, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” (Mat¬
thew 16 ;16). Please note also that at this Jesus said unto Peter
that flesh and blood, that is, human wisdom, hath not revealed
it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven hath revealed
this fact unto you. Speaking about himself, at another place,
Chr is t declared that God hath sent His Son to d ie for the

sinners. (John 3:16, 17). Apostle Paul preached this boldly.
(Romans 8:3; Acts 9:20).

a
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But apassage from the book of John (clearly shows how
Jesus is the only begotten Son of God. We read, ‘‘In the
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God.
All things were made by him :and without him was not any
thing made that v.'as made,
and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of
the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.”
(John 1:1-3, 14).

And the Word was made flesh,

Thus, we see, the Word that was with God in heaven from
the beginning was allowed by Gcd the Father to come down
upon earth, and take the human form upon Him.
it says, “And the Word was made flesh,” that is, God allowed
Him to become flesh or man. But since he came from God,
and was made flesh or human being by the power and the will
of God, therefore, when He was born then He was called the
S o n o f G o d .

is, after He was born,
the only begotten of the Father.” Now, Since Jesus was begot¬
ten of the Father, God, (see also John 3:16), therefore when
he was born, then whose Son would he be ?If aman begat
ason then whose son would he be ?Naturally the son of the
man who begat him. So, when Jesus Christ is the begotten of
God, the Father, therefore He is the Son of God.

There fo re ,

So we read, after the word was made flesh, that
beheld his glory, the glory as of( C w e

We also read, before God sent Him to be born as aman,
whose name was Mary, and thean angel was sent to avirgin

angel of God told Mary that she hath found favour with God
and that she would conceive by the will of God and would
bring forth aSon whose name she would call Jesus. On seeing
Mary greatly astonished by the things she had heard, the angel
of the Lord further exhorted her in these words: The Holy
Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest
shall overshadow thee :therefore also that Holy thing which
shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.’ (Luke
1:35). Again, the inference is, that the child would be born
by the will or power of God, and therefore, he would be
called the Son of God. Some argue and say that such is im-
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possible that avirgin would give birth to achild without hav¬
ing ahuman father. True, it is not natural. But is there any
thing impossible for God ?Didn’t God create the first man out
of the dust of the ground ?Now, when He could create aman
out of the dust of the ground, then can He not have His Son to
be born into the world, the Saviour of all men, without having
a h u m a n f a t h e r ?

God want to save all people, but all people are sinner, not a
man could reach up to God to be saved. Therefore God Him¬
self came down through Jesus to save men. But suppose, if
God had taken your son or my son to offer him as asacrifice
for all others, we would’t accept then that our God is love.
But the inspired writer of the Bible tells us, ‘Tn this was mani¬
fested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his

only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through
him.” (1 John 4:9). Thus, the death of Jesus Christ on the cross
for the sake of sinners was the death of the only begotten Son
of God. Speaking about Jesus the inspired writer says,
being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal
with God :But made himself of no reputation, and took upon
him the form of aservant, and was made in the l ikeness of
men, and being found in fashion as aman, he humbled himself,
and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.
(Philippians 2:6-8).

w h o

Who Is This Jesus ?
M a r k N u n l e y

The name of Jesus is everywhere. He is the subject of
movies. In the religious world, Christmas and Easter are holi¬
days, men have decided to keep in memory of His birth and
H i s r e s u r r e c t i o n .

But just. Who is this Jesus ?Is it important that Iknow
anything about Him ?Has He really got anything over others
gods” and prophets and teachers that have lived ?WHY

S H O U L D I B E L I E V E I N H I M ?
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These are questions that many have raised, and these are
questions that we want to answer for you.

There is abundant evidence as to why you should believe
in Jesus Christ and obey Him !Please consider the following ;
(1) Jesus Christ Claims to be the Son of God Almighty—

At His trial, the High Priest of the .lews asked, “Art Thou
the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?” And Jesus replied, “I am.”
(Mark 14 ;61-62). All through His personal ministry on the
ear th Jesus c la imed to be the Son o f God. The fi rs t four
books of the New Testament record Jesus many times claiming
to be The Son of God. So 1suggest you that either Jesus
is Who He claimed to be or he is the biggest liar and blasphe¬
mer that ever lived. You cannot accept Him just as asmart
man or great teacher. Either He is the Son of God or He
pulled off one of the biggest hoaxes in history.

(2) Jesus Performed Miracles to Prove that he was
t h e S o n o f G o d —

History is full of examples of Jesus performing miracles.
Lepers, the blind, those wiih palsy, those possessed by evil
spirits, those with issues of blood, those with withered limbs,
those who had never walked, etc. were healed and made whole
by Jesus. The first four books of the New Testament are full
of miracles of healing. But not only there, secular history as
well records the many mighty and wonderful things that Jesus
did. So we raise the question. How could this man do these*
things unless indeed He was and IS the Son of God that He
claimed to be ?

(3) Jesus Was the Fulfillment of Numerous Prophe¬
c i e s —

The Old Testament records many prophecies of things that
would happen when the Son of God would come to earth.
And Jesus fulfills each of them to the letter. Prophecies that
were written hundreds and even thousands of years before He
lived were ALL perfectly fulfilled in him. For just one exam¬
ple of many :Isaiah 53 gives us numerous prophecies concern¬
ing the way Jesus would be persecuted and put to death bearing
the sins of mankind, and notice the perfect fulfillment in the
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accounts a t the end of the books o f Mat thew, Mark, Luke,
and John of the New Testament. No man could perfectly
fulfill prophecies written hundreds of years before His birth
unless God told the prophets what to write and Jesus was the
S o n o f G o d H e c l a i m e d t o b e .

(4) Jesus Has Influenced Man and History Like no
o n e e l s e b e f o r e o r a f t e r H i m —

Not one person before or after has had the influence upon
men in particular and upon mankind in general all through
history than has Jesus Christ. Drunks become respectable,
marriages are saved, prostitutes have become pure, strife bet¬
ween people and nations have ceased, those in trouble have
found help and strength, the needy and downtrodden of the
world have been helped and elevated, all because of the
teachings of Jesus !His name has been heard through the
entire world. Not one other person in all of time has had the
influence that Jesus has had. How could this be unless He is the
Son of God after all ?

(5) Jesus Gave the Greatest Teachings ever given
t o M a n k i n d —

You cannot go to any other teacher or philosopher of any
time and find greater teachings and principles and insights
than those of Jesus !Through the teachings of Jesus, men and

have been transformed into better husbands and wives.w o m e n

better parents, better citizens, better more respectable human
being. Where could you go to find any teachings more noble
than those in Matthew chapters 5, 6, and 7(the “Sermon on
the Mount”) ?How could this be unless indeed He is the Son
of God ?

(6) Jesus Arose from the Dead—
Jesus had foretold that He would rise from the dead in three

days. The Old Testament prophesied that He would rise
from the dead. (See John 2:18-22, and Psalms 16 :8-10, and
Acts 2:22-36). And Jesus arose from the dead just as He
and the prophecies said He would. You say, “Prove it.” I
say, “Prove it false.” If Jesus did not rise from the dead.
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then why did not the unbelieving Jews, why have not the skep¬
tics down through time, found and produced the body of Jesus
to show that the resurrection story is ahoax ?If Jesus did not
rise from the dead after all, why did not the Roman Govern¬
ment produce the body to save face when they were in the aw¬
kward position of having lost the body of one they had execu¬
ted ?They ALL would have if they could have, but the body
was not to be found. Jesus arose from the dead and ascended
back to Heaven to be with His Father, God Almighty. How
could Jesus rise from the dead, how could the body disappear
from sight from aguarded tomb and acity full of unbelieving
Jews and Roman soldiers, unless He was indeed the Son of
God ?Besides that, we have eyewitness accounts by honest and
reliable people that saw Jesus alive walking on the earth three
days after He had been crucified (see John 20 :1-31). In fact,
some 30 years later the apostle Paul said that Jesus had been
seen of over 500 people at once after His crucifixion (I Cor.
15 :3-8); surely the skeptics could have laid this story to rest
in 30 years, had it been ahoax !

Notice this beautiful tribute that someone has written about

Christ. It captures much of what we are trying to show you.
“Here is aman who was born in an obscure village, the

child of apeasant woman. He grew up in another village,
and that adespised one. He worked in acarpenter shop for
thirty years, and then for three years He was atravelling prea¬
cher. He never wrote abook. He never held an olfice. He
never owned ahome. He never had afamily. He never went
to college. He never went inside areally big city. He
never travelled, except in his infancy, more than 200 miles
from the place where he was born (so far as we have record).
He had no credentials but himself. While still ayoung man,
the tide of popular opinion turned against him. His friends

One of them betrayed him. He was turned over to
He went through the mockery of atrial. He

r a n a w a y ,

his enemies,
was nailed upon across between two thieves. His executors
gambled for the only piece of property he had on earth, his
seamless robe. When he was dead, he was taken down from
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and laid in aborrowed grave through courtesy of a
wide centuries have come and gone, and to-

the cross

friend. Nineteen , , , .
day Jesus is the centerpiece of the human race, and the leader
of all human progress. Iam well within the mark when Isay
that all the armies that ever marched, all the navies that ever
sailed, and all the kings that have ever ruled, put together have
not affected the life of men upon the earth like this one soli¬
tary personality. All time dates from his birth, and it is im¬
possible to understand or interpret the progress of human
civilization in any nation on earth apart from his influence.
Slowly through the ages man is coming to realize that the grea¬
test necessity in the world is not water, iron, gold, food and
clothing, or even the nitrate in the soil; but rather Christ en¬
shrined in human hearts, thoughts and motives.’

WHO IS THIS JESUS ?He is the Son of God that loved
you and died for your sins.

WILL YOU BELIEVE IN HIM AND OBEY HIM ?
Neither is there salvation in any other :for

there is none other name under heaven given among
whereby we must be saved.”

Matt. 1:21 “And she shall bring forth ason, and thou
Shalt call his name JESUS :for He shall save his people from
t h e i r s i n s . ”

Hebrews 7:25, “Wherefore He is able also to save them to
the uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever
liveth to make intercession for them. ”

John 14 :6“Jesus said unto him, Iam the way, the truth,
and the life, no man cometh unto the Father but by Me.”

Matt. 11 :28-30 “Come unto Me, all ye that labour and
rare heavy laden, and Iwill give you rest. Take My yoke upon
you, and learn of Me; for Iam meek and lowly in heart; and
ye shall find rest unto your souls. For My yoke is easy and
My burden is light.”

John 6:67-69 “Then said Jesus unto the twelve. Will ye
also go away ?Then Simon Peter answered Him, Lord, to
whom shall we go ?Thou hast the words of eternal life. And

A c t s 4 : 1 2
m e n .
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we believe and are sure that Thou art the Christ, the Son of
the living God.”

Acts 2:38 “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

The Resurrection Of Jesus
John 20 ;1-18 ;ICor. 15 :1-23.

In the gospel accounts of the resurrection we observe the
possibility of the resurrection. We study the factual account
and the undeniable evidence for the resurrection. The gospel
record speaks of the appearance of Jesus before many witnes¬
ses. Paul, in the Corinthian letter, gives alisting of the eye¬
witnesses to Christ’s resurrection, he being the last witness
when Christ appeared to him out of due season. (I Cor.
15 :5-8).

Years after Christ’s ascension and the establishment of the
church, some of the Corinthian Christians were teaching that
there was no resurrection from the dead. (V-12). Paul writes
this chapter to correct this false teaching. He contrasts our
resurrection with the resurrection of Christ to prove to them
that there will be life after death. He reasons, “If there be
no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen.” (V-12).
He approaches his arguments from both apositive and negative
view. Negatively, If Christ be not risen, their faith and prea¬
ching was vain, the apostles were false witnesses, believers
were yet in their sins, the dead had perished and Christians,
with no hope, were most miserable. (V-13-19). Positively, now
Christ is risen. He is the firstfruits of them that sleep, we can
have hope, and Christianity is not in vain. (V-21-23). In the
remaining verses he describes the nature of the general resurrec¬
t i o n .

In this lesson we shall study Paul’s arguments to stress the
importance of the resurrection of Christ. If we can see the
importance of the resurrection, then Christians will be builded
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up in faith and have agreater desire to defend Christianity
against all forms of infidelity. Why is the resurrection of Jesus
important?
I. It’s Important Because Christian Faith Depends on

I t .

A. Christianity is asystem based on faith. Heb. 11:6.
1. The Bible defines faith as our convictions, based on

the evidence of things not seen. Heb. 11:1 ASV.
2. We have not seen God, Christ, nor did we witness

Christ’s resurrection but we have evidence of their
existance. Psa. 19 :9;Jn. 20 :30-31.

3. To try to explain away any evidence of thing we have
not seen is to undermine the Christian faith.

Evidence of Christ’s resurrection is the core of our faith.
1. The resurrection was the ultimate proof of His Deity.

Rom. 1:4; Eph. 1:19-20.
2. Paul reminds the Corinthians of this evidence. 1Cor.

1 5 : 5 - 8 .

3. Luke refers to the witnesses as infallible proof. Acts
1:3 (Incapable of error-Inerrant).

C. If Christ be not risen :
1. Our faith is in vain. I. Cor. 15 :14 (empty, void).
2. Preaching the resurrection is useless, ICor. 15-14.
3. Both Christ and the apostles were false witnesses.

ICor. 15 :15 ;Mt. 20:17-19.
4. But, Christ did arise, therefore our faith is not in

va in . ICor. 15 :20 .

II. It’s Important Because Our Salvation Depends on

B .

I t .

A. The death and resurrection of Jesus are inseparable events
connected with our salvation.
1. “He was delivered for our offenses and arose for our

R o m . 4 : 2 5 .justification.
2. Belief in the resurrection is acondition to our salva¬

t i o n . R o m . 1 0 : 9 .

3. Belief in Christ’s resurrection and the hope of ours, is
agreat motivating force in causing men to obey the
gospel. IPet. 1:3-5, (begotten by lively hope).
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6. Belief in the resurrection and baptism is closely related
1. Baptism is an expression of our faith, at which point

we are justified or receive remission of our sins. Cf
Ac. 2:38 ;22 :16 ;Gal. 3:26-27.

2. The new life (eternal life) begins when
old man of sin in baptism and arise
ness of life. Rom. 6:3-11 !
3 : 2 1 .

we bury the
t o w a l k i n n e w -

Col. 2:12-13 ;IPet.

3. If Christ be not ri'
1 5 : 1 7 .

III. It’s Important Because Immortality Depends
A. If there is no life after death,

Cor. 15 :19.

1. This life would have

risen, ye are yet in your sins. ICor.

On I t .

we are most miserable. I

“0 purpose if there was no hope
of life after death, (like Rover, dead all

2. Paul reasons, “if there i
o v e r ; .

IS no resurrection, let’s eat,
drink and be merry, there is no reason for us to try to
do right. ICor. 15 :32.

3. If all hope of life after death was destroyed, there
would be absolutely no motive for self-discipline.

Because Christ has risen, we have assurance of
rection. Acts. 17 :31.
1 . H e w a s t h e fi r s t

B .
o u r r e s u r -

person to arise, never to die
cf. ICor. 15 :20 ;Ac. 13 :34-37.

a g a i n .

2. The same God that raised Him, can raise us. ICor
6 : 1 4 .

3. This gives us alively hope by which
IPet. 1:3-5 ;Rom. 8:24-25.

4. This hope helps the Christian to discipline himself and
struggle toward his goal. II Cor. 4:14-18 !Phil
3 : 7 - 1 1 .

Conc lus ion :

w e a r e s a v e d .

The resurrection of Jesus is the centre of our faith,
salvation and hope.

2. We should stand and never allow the materialist or
the infidel to undermine this great Bible truth.

1.
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Why Did Jesus Die ?
G u s N i c h o l s

Millions and billions of people have died since the first
man died. The death of many has been tragic and unusually
sad, like that of Abel who died amartyr’s death,
have died in battle for principles which they believed to be
right. Some few have died in an effort to save others from
some sort of tragic death. While snatching her two children
from the railroad tracks, amother stumbled to her death in
the path of an oncoming train. Millions and millions of others
have just died !

M i l l i o n s

Why Did Jesus Die ?

Since Jesus did not die anatural death, or from natural
causes, why did he die ?The fact that he died is admitted
by all, as affirmed in the Bible. Paul says, “Christ died for

(Rom. 5:8.) He tasted “death for every man.” (Heb.
2:9.) “He died for all, that they which live should not
henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died for
them, and rose again.” (2 Cor. 5:15.) .Tesus died for us,
and not for himself. Jesus said, “The bread that Iwill give is
for the life of the world.” (John 6;51.) We all know that
we cannot eat bread and live upon it until the life has been
crushed out of the grain of which the bread was made,
live upon suffering and death every day. All the vegetables in
our daily food had to die that we might live. So of all the
animal flesh consumed as food. These animals give up their
lives for us. Even the trees had to die before we could have
lumber for our houses, and furniture for our homes. Yes, we
live upon suffering and death every day. Our mothers went
down, and down, unto the river of death that we might live in
this beautiful world. Why should we think it so strange that
Jesus would have to die that we might have eternal life ?

Died Fo r Our S ins

u s .

W e

Paul says, “Christ died for our sins according to the Scrip-
(1 Cor. 15 :3.) This is one of the facts of the gospel.

But since gospel
t u r e s .

as is shown in the context of this passage.
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means good news, how could the death of Christ in any
be good news to us ?Just the bare fact of his death would
not be good news to us, but it is the fact that it was “for our
s ins .

w a y

The mere fact that one hundred thousand rupees has
been deposited in some Bank would not be good news to
but if it were deposited “for you” and to your credit you
would likely shout for joy !So, Jesus’ blood was shed “for
the rem iss ion o f s i ns .

9 >

y o u .

(Matt. 26 :28.) His blood was, as it
were, deposited in the Bank of Heaven to our credit, and by
checking on that deposit we can have the remission of sins.
One cannot have remission of sins without faith in Christ.
Peter said, “To him give all the prophets witness, that through
his name whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of

(Acts 10 :43.) This means an obedient believer. The
believer must repent and be baptized in order to receive the
remission of sins for which the blood was shed. Peter said,
“Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the
gift of the Holy Ghost.” (Acts 2:38.)

s m s .

To Fulfill The Scriptures
Christ died for our sins, “according to the Scriptures.” (1

Cor. 15 :3.) He died in the very way and manner foretold in
the Scriptures. Had he been stoned to death the Scriptures
would not have been fulfilled, for they foretold that he would
be crucified. (Isa. 53.) He was to be lifted up on the cross,
as Moses lifted up the serpent on apole in the wilderness.
(John 3:14, 15 ;Num. 21 :4-9.) He foretold his crucifixion
when said, “And I, if Ibe lifted up from the earth, will draw
all men unto me.” (John 12 :32.) When the soldiers came
to take him and kill him, he said, “Thinkest thou that Icannot
now pray to my Father, and he shall presently give me more
than twelve legions of angels ?But now then shall the Scrip¬
tures be fulfilled, that thus it must be ?” (Matt. 26 :53, 54.)

But all this was done, that the Scriptures of the prophets
might be fulfilled.” (Verse 56.)

Was No Afterthought With God
Christ came into this world to die, he did not come to live

and reign over aliteral kingdom on earth, as premillennialists

< <
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teach. His death was according to the Scriptures, and accord¬
ing to God’s purpose and foreknowledge. Peter said on Pente¬
cost, “Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and
foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands

(Acts 2:23.) It was God’s willhave crucified and slain,
for him to die. In the agony of the garden, he prayed saying,
“Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me :never¬
theless, not my will, but thine, be done,

he “became obedient unto death, even the death of the
(Luke 22 :42.) Paul

s a y s

cross.” (Phil. 2:8.) Therefore, his death was no accident,
neither was it an afterthought with God, but was planned
from all eternity and pictured and set for in the sacrifice of
millions of animals from Abel on down through the ages of
h is to ry.

D i e d To A b o l i s h T h e L a w

Having fulfilled the law otherwise, Christ died to abolish it
and take it out of the way, so anew and better covenant could

He taketh away the first, that he
H e i s t h e m e d i a t o r

be given, or established,
may establish the second.” (Heb. 10 ;9.)
of abetter covenant, which was established upon better pro-

(Heb. 8:6.) “Blotting out the handwriting of ordi¬
nances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took
it out of the way, nailing it to his cross,
says, “Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the
law by the body of Christ.” (Rom. 7;4.)

N e w I n F o r c e A f t e r H i s D e a t h

m i s e s . ”

(Col. 2:14.) Paul

Another of the many reasons why Christ died was that the
New Testament might go in force. The record says, “And for
this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, that by
means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions that

under the first testament, they which are called might
receive the promise of eternal inheritance. For where atesta¬
ment is, there must also of necessity be the death of the testa-

For atestament is of force after men are dead :other¬
wise it is of no strength at all while the testator liveth.” (Heb.
9:15-17.) The new testament was not established until after
he took the old out of the way at the cross. (Heb. 10 :9.)

w e r e

t o r .
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Died Because Of Love
We may also say that Christ died for us because of God̂ s

God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16.)
love of Christ constraineth us ;because we thus judge, that if
one died for all, then were all dead.”
death was to woo us, to Jove and serve him cheerfully,
love him, because he first loved us.” (1 John 4:19.)

Died To Draw Us To Him

w o n d e r f u l l o v e .

F o r t h e

(2 Cor. 5:14.) His
W e

The death of Jesus for our sins put wonder-working, draw¬
ing power in the gospel making it
s a l v a t i o n .

the power of God unto
(Rom. 1:16.) The cross of Jesus is the magnet

of God to draw the world unto Christ the Saviour,
himself said, “And I, if Ibe lifted up from the earth, will
draw all men unto me.

J j

Jesus

(John 12 :32.) Peter says, “For
Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust,
that he might bring us to God.” i
died that he might bring us to God.

(1 Pet. 3:18.) Yes, Christ
Of course, the power of

the gospel is not physical, nor amiraculous power, but moral
and suasive influence which must be honestly considered to be
effective in bringing us to God, or drawing us to Christ.

Died That God Might Justly Save
Christ was set forth, and crucified that God “might be just;

and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.
3.26.) The death of Jesus was to atone for sin. Having
given his Son to die for us, God could then justify and pardon
those who believe in Christ obediently, without at the'
time appearing to condone and endorse sin. To pardon sinners
in their sins and rebellion against God would be to place a
premium upon sin and crime. Such asystem of religion would
not have been aremedial system at all. As it is, the gospel is
aremedy for sin, because it converts and changes men to the
practice of righteousness.

The death of Jesus is

(Rom.

s a m e

one of the most amazing things ever
to happen in the history of the world !It provid ed salvation
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for all men through the gospel and upon its conditions. It
brought peace, and joy from God into the hearts of all who
believe and trust in him by doing his will. It is working like

from ourselves and from
remembrance of Jesus

leaven in the human race to save us
How we do rejoice at everyo u r s m s .

and what he means to us !He is worthy of greater service
than we could render in athousand lives spent in sacrifice for
his cause. Proper appreciation for him solves the problem of
church attendance, Bible study, giving, getting along with the
brethren and living as we should. Thank God for Jesus and
what he means to us !

From Faith to Faith
L . O . S a n d e r s o n

When Paul declared “the gospel of ChrisF’ to be the “power
of God unto salvation,” he added immediately how it was so :
“For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith
to faith.” (Rom. 1:16, 17). Evidently, this “righteousness”
involved and included the whole of redemption’s plan—the
sacrifice, love, grace, equity, justification, and requisites perti-

Our text sets forth God’s righte-nent to the great salvation,
something “revealed from faith to faith. What

L e t u s
o u s n e s s a s

meaneth this phrase ?Men have differed on its sense,
consider some of the views, before reaching the safer conclu¬
sion as to its meaning.

Amatter of the law and faith. That there is, in the book
of Romans and elsewhere, acontrast of the law with the sys¬
tem of faith, none will deny; and that at least the Jews moved
from whatever assurance they had in the law to the convictions
effected by the gospel is just as incontestable. But this can
hardly be the teaching of the phrase in question, for these
reasons :(1) this particular subject had not yet been advanced
in this first chapter; (2) the old law was not referred to as asys¬
tem of faith; (3) the law, it is written, “is not of faith”—Gal.
3:12; (4) whatever “from faith to faith” may mean, it is all

of the gospel, not of the Old Testament, and is for thea p a r t
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first time, revealed in the gospel of Christ,
statement cannot mean out of the law, however much faith
played apart in the old, and into the new arrangement, which
is asystem of faith.

From Abrahamic faith to Christian faith.
that “they which are of faith, the same are the children of
Abraham.” However, they of the law and of Abraham are
alike “of faith” (Rom. 4:16)—if this righteousness were from
Abrahamic faith, it would likewise be of the law, which is
not true. Abraham was before the law; the law was “before
faith came” (Gal. 3: 23); therefore, it was not from Abraham’s
faith to Christian faith,

but of Christ. The promise was to Abraham, concerning seed
which is Christ, and this had already been foretold and
led: but the righteousness of our text was and is revealed in
the gospel. So from faith to faith” cannot mean from
Abrahamic faith to Christian faith.

Therefore, the

W e k n o w

Our faith comes not of Abraham,

r e v e a -

From little faith to great faith. There are degrees of fiiith,
as “little faith” and “great faith: > 5 « C weak in faith” and “strong
in faith:” For faith to increase, there must first be faith. The
revealed righteousness “from faith to faith” is to those who will
believe in whom the gospel produces faith. Since faith comes by
the word, this view would demand the presence of some
faith by nature, which would increase with the coming of the
gospel into the heart. This is contrary to reason and truth.
Certainly, faith will grow proportionate to the amount of
gospel truth received; but this is not Paul’s point.

From one's faith to another's faith.
fact that those filled with faith can and will influence others
to believe. The good wife “may without the word” win her
husband to Christ by her “chaste conversation coupled with
f e a r .

None questions the

(1 Pet 3;1, 2.) Moreover, the spread of the gospel
is dependent upon human agency, and the faith of others a s

those at Rome, is “spoken of
places; but God’s righteousness inheres in and is from God,
not in, of, or from man.

on many occasions in many

Therefore, the revealed righteous¬
ness cannot be from man to man; nor from one’s faith to
another ’s.
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What then is the explanation! First of all take agood look
The Greek has it, ekat the phrase—it is from faith to faith,

faith eis faith; ek means “out”—literally, out of or out from, as
ekklesid. signifies “called out” of or from the world. The simple
sentence is “righteousness is revealed”—it is of God, and being
revealed, it is asimple plan “from faith to faith,
into, or in order to, something—in this case, faith.

5 > E i s m e a n s

faith” has atwofold meaning :It maySecondly, the term
refer to the system or plan, or the word of God, and it may
relate to personal faith. Such phrases as

‘obedient to the faith,” and
the revealed system of faith. The “faith’ that

cometh by the word of God” is the faith of the individual

the mystery of6 i

continue in the faith”( (5 5 «f a i t h ,
h a v e t o m e a n
a

who, hearing, believes.
Someone may say :“If ‘faith’ refers to the system of faith,

it will have the definite article ‘the’ before it.
rally true, but not always. “Faith

and “evidence” (Heb. 11:1), which has to relate to the
plan of faith, does not have the article, while
which is in thee” (2 Tim. 1:5), which refers to personal faith
does have the article.

“From faith to faith” more logically means out of or from
system of faith into, or in order to, apersonal faith,

then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God
(the revealed plan of faith)—it is/row (out of) faith to (into,
or in order to) faith.

This is gene-5 5

which is called “substa-5 5

# 5
n e e

unfeigned faith

S o
a

5 5

Book of the Monthm

An outline study book, “Growing in the @
Grace and Knowledge of Christ”, by John s

.p= Waddey. Excellently prepared, this book will iig
Is help you in your spiritual growth in Christ. —

Obtain this book by writing to us, your
name and address clearly written, and enclose M

a25 paise postage stamp as its mailing
fl charges.

IHjlil



2 6

Look Closer !
Jesse Brown

There is the proverbial joke of hunting something in a
woman’s handbag. This would be even more hopeless ?if you
were told to seek something there with which you were not
familiar-of which you had no mental picture. So, we recognize
at least four requirements for successfully seeking anything :
(1) To see personal gain in the object sought ;(2) To have a
clear picture of that for which we are looking ;(3) To know
where to look for it ;and (4), To know how to obtain
enter it when it is found. These points apply equally to seek¬
ing all things, whether physical or spiritual. So, in order to
obey Christ’s admonition to seek first his kingdom, we must
first learn from his Book what it is, where to look for it and
how to enter to become its citizens with its blessings.

I. What Is Christ’s One Kingdom ?

o r

Christ taught more on this subject than any other recorded
in the scripture. Therefore, the only reason why there is so
much confusion today regarding its identity is the fact that the
‘god of this world” (II Cor. 4:4) does not want people under¬
standing and leaving his kingdom to enter Christ’s Kingdom
(Col. 1:13). Old Testament prophecies show that it was to
begin in Jerusalem (Micah 4:2; Luke 24 :49), during the
days of the Roman kings (Dan. 2:44). In chapter two of Acts
we find this kingdom coming with great power to Jerusalem
during the time of the world-wide empire of the Roman kings.
Here, for the first time, the apostles opened the door through
which 3,000 entered by using the keys given by Christ, Matt.
1 6 : 1 9 . In Acts 2:47 this kingdom is referred to as the
church, as in verse 18 of Matt, 16. Acomparison of verse 18
with verse 19 of Matt. 16, and verse 23 with verse 28 of Heb.
12 makes the fact very clear that Christ’s kingdom is Christ’s
church. So Christ has one kingdom (church), and Christians
are citizens of this one kingdom (Mark 14 :25 ;Col. 1:13 ;
Rev. 1:9; Eph. 5:5). As this most important of all kingdoms
was established in 33 A.D. (during the life-time of the apostles,
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Mk. 9:1), why should people be praying for it to come today?
We should rather be searching the scriptures to see where it is
so that we may appreciate its presence :

II. Where Can The Kingdom Be Found ?
The kingdom of Christ is on earth, else Jesus would not

have left its keys on earth (Mat. 16 :19). The kingdom was
on earth, else people could not have been in it on earth 1900
years ago (Col. 1:13; Rev. 1:9). His kingdom is only to be
taken from the earth to heaven at return of Jesus (I Cor.
15 :24). John 18 :36 would not be “interpreted” to mean it
is “not on the earth” if people would consider the same usage
of the word “of” in the last part of John 8:23. The kingdom
of Christ (church of Christ) is anywhere on earth that two or
more of its “citizens” meet in his name (Matt. 18 :20).
III. How Can We Become Citizens Of This Kingdom ?

If asick man finds the one hospital in which he can be
healed-yet fails to enter-his search has been in vain,
seeing the value of Christ’s kingdom, learning what it is and
where it is, we must then enter to have its blessings (Romans
14:17). This can be done by being born into it, John 3:5. We
have already seen that another term for Christ’s kingdom is the
word “church”. There are many others, the next in frequency
being “body” (Col. 1:18). The one way to enter this one
body is to be baptized into it (I Cor. 12 :13 ;Gal. 3:27).
This baptism is useless however, unless it is preceded by faith
(Mark 16 :16), confession of this faith (Rom. 10 :9) and
repentance. Acts 2:38.

A f t e r

The Chu rch—I ts M iss ion
Roy Deaver

Reference is often made to the works of the Lord’s church.

Those who thus speak usually have in mind the various phases
of activity in which acongregation may scripturally engage—
the specific works of acongregation. While it is right and pro¬
per to speak of these “works” it is also proper and right to
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speak of the work of the Lord’s church. The work of the church
and the mission of the church would be the same.

We believe firmly that the Lord’s church has one mission
and one mission only. Its various phases of activity are based
upon, or grow out of, this fundamental fact. It is important
that this fact be recognized and appreciated.

Souls of men are valuable in the sight of God. One soul is
worth more than all the combined wealth of the entire world.
(Matt. 16:26). Because of the value of souls God has given
the gospel as his only saving power. (Rom. 1:16) The church
is the “pillar” and support of that gospel. (1 Tim. 3:15).

From these facts we submit the obvious conclusion that it is
the mission of the church to save the souls of men. To this end
we carry the gospel. To this end we help the needy. To this
end we edify the saints. This is the basic factor underlying every
phase of Christian activity. We must always be concerned about
saving souls—our own, and the souls of those whom we can
i n fl u e n c e .

May God help us to live and labour according to this divine
m i s s i o n .

Lord, what wilt thou have me do ?
J . A . T h o r n t o n

What wilt thou have me do to be Saved ?

1 . H e a r t h e w o r d . R o m . 1 0 : 1 7 .

2. Believe. Acts 16:31; Rom. 1:16.
3. Repent. Lk. 13:3,5; Acts 17:30.
4. Be baptized. Mk. 16:16; Acts 2:38 (If baptized but not

for the remission of sins” you need to do it again. Acts
19:2-7) .

5 . B e F a i t h f u l . R e v. 2 : 1 0 .

What wilt thou have me do in worship ?
1. Pray to God. Rom. 12:11; IJn. 5:14.
2. Study. II Tim. 2:15; Col. 4:16.
3. Sing. (The N. T. church did not use amechanical instru¬

ment) Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16; ICor. 14:14, 15.
4. Eat Lord’s Supper (This was done on the first day of the

week by the N. T. church). Acts 20:7; ICor. 11:20.
{See last page)
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5. Give of our means. ICor. I6;l—3.
We must worship in spirit and in truth.

What wilt thou have me do in business and pleasure ?
1. Is it wrong within itself ?
2. Is it questionable ?

Does it destroy my identity as aChristian ?
Is it destructive to my body ?
Just suppose every Christian did it, what would be the
r e s u l t ?

Does my participating in this bring me under aweaken¬
ing influence ?

Does it have aweakening influence on others ?
Does it conflict with my duty as aChristian ?
Does it cultivate inordinate fleshly appetites ?

10. Will it cause me to think evil ?
Would Iwant to be doing this when Jesus comes ?
Does it bring me under an unequal yoke and place
at adisadvantage in rendering real service to the Lord ?

How to be amember of the N. T. Church ?

All the saved are in it. Acts 2:47. They were saved by repen¬
ting and being baptized Acts 2:38; Mk. 16:16.
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