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The Victorious Kingdom
There is nothing as thrilling as to experience victory. That

is what life is all about :seeking to win, to be successful, to
In sports, whether it be an individual or ateam, theo v e r c o m e

game is played to win, to defeat the opposition. Victory may
not always come but at least that is
hard work and strenuous effort. Who wants to be on the losing

Students go to school or to college to pass their course.

the reason for all of the

side ?

They study, and prepare for the examination with the hope
that they can make apassing grade. They do not want

Likewise, in the businessto fail and perhaps ruin their future,
world, the whole idea is to sell and make aprofit. Some might
go bankrupt, but the aim is to be successful. Countries go to

against each other with but one thought in mind and that
During India’s war with

w a r

is to be victorious over the enemy.
Pakistan, these words were constantly being spoken and heard,
“Victory Is Ours.” Afew years ago, during World War II,
Churchill always gave his famous sign by holding up his hand
with two fingers spread which symbolized Vfor Victory. And
so it goes in every phase of life.

Although all are constantly seeking victory or success, the
goal is not always reached. Where two or more are playing a
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game, someone has to lose. It may be that both worked hard
to prepare for it, but still that might not be enough. Sometimes
students fait their courses although they had high hopes of
passing. Not all businessmen succeed. Some go broke. They
lose all of their money. And not all countries win when they
go to war. They may even lose their country and cease to
exist. This means then that where there is victory for
there may be defeat and disaster for others. This is hard to
take, but it is afact of life nevertheless and we have to live
w i t h i t .

s o m e

Wouldn’t it be nice to know that there is an area in which
you can always win, where you can experience victory every
time, and where it would be impossible ever to be defeated ?
Well, there is such an area or place. This is in the spiritual
realm, in the Lord’s kingdom or church. The Bible pictures
the kingdom as avictorious kingdom. Therefore to experience
victory all one needs to do is to be in this kingdom. Let’s
take acloser look and see what all this involves.

According to Ephesians 1the kingdom or the church had
its beginning in the mind of God. That is, he planned it, made
all preparations for it, had the prophets to speak of its coming,
etc. Then in passages like Isaiah 2:2, 3;Joel 2:28, 29 and
similar references, the prophets of God foretold its coming. In
Daniel 2:44, in particular, we read, “And in the days of these
kings shall the God of heaven set up akingdom, which shall
never be destroyed :and the kingdom shall not be left to other
people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these king¬
doms, and it shall stand for ever.” Here Daniel tells us when
this kingdom would be set up or established. It would be in
the days of acertain group of kings. According to the context,
and the actual time in which the kingdom was established, it
was in the days of the Roman kings or Caesars. Furthermore,
he said that God would set it up and that it would never be
destroyed but that it would stand forever. Now that is reassur¬
ing, isn’t it ?We know that with earthly kingdoms, they are
constantly coming and going, governments rise and fall, new
countries are coming into existence while other countries are
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ceasing to exist. But in the case of this kingdom, it will never
be destroyed. That is, it is impossible for it to be destroyed.
And Coupled with this, is the promise that it will stand forever.
Once established, it would continue to exist for the rest of time
and then it would stand throughout all of eternity. That is why
we are referring to it as the victorious kingdom.

In Matthew 2:1, 2we read, John the Baptist came preaching
that the kingdom of heaven was at hand. It would be of heaven,
from God, and it was nearby or would soon be established.
Christ said to those gathered around him in his day, “Verily I
say unto you. That there be some of them that stand here,
which shall not taste of death, till they have seen the kingdom
of God come with power.” (Mark 9:1). Since some of
those who were living at that time would still he living at the
coming of the kingdom, then evidently it came shortly there¬
after. But if we can find when the power came then we may
know when the kingdom was established because the kingdom
was to come with power. On turning to Acts 2we may read
of the coming of that power. It was originally promised to the
Apostles (John 15 :16) and was said to be the Comforter. He
was to be given to them to call to their remembrance all the
things that the Lord had taught them. Jesus had promised that
he was going to establish his kingdom but they did not at that
time fully comprehend the nature of the kingdom. Even at the
Lord’s ascension Peter was asking if he would not restore the
kingdom, and he was thinking of the earthly kingdom of Israel.
He thought that perhaps that Christ would return to this king¬
dom all of its former power and glory but of course the
kingdom the Lord was going to establish would be aspiritual
kingdom. The Spirit, then, would guide the Apostles in matters
pertaining to the kingdom so that no mistake would be made.
Also, even though Christ taught the Apostles that he would die,
would be buried, and in three days would rise from the grave,
they did not understand this before his death. When Christ
did die, and after his burial, they somewhat gave up and return¬
ed to their original professions. They thought all was lost. But
the Lord did come forth from the grave and go on to do the
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work that he had promised he would do. The Apostles then
needed the power of the Holy Spirit to call to their remem¬
brance all the things that Christ had taught them and to give
to them the very words that they should speak, to guide them
in all of their work to be sure that the kingdom or church was
established and that it might victoriously spread throughout
the world. The Spirit would also give the Apostles the power
to speak in other languages so as to be able to preach the
gospel among any language group they came in contact with
without having to take precious time out to study the languages
involved or to be hindered by translators. He also enabled them
to perform miracles to confirm the word inasmuch as the
people did not have the completed New Testament to turn to
read and study to see if the Apostles were preaching the pure
word of God, but through the signs and wonders that they
would be able to do by the power of the Spirit, it would be
obvious to all that they were indeed Apostles of God. So the
kingdom was to come with power and the power was to be
given for these reasons. Through all of this God’s people were
assured of complete victory.

So initially, God planned the kingdom, then he spoke of it
repeatedly in prophecy. When Christ came, he himself promised
to build the kingdom or the church. Jesus said, “And Isay
also unto thee. That thou art Peter, and upon this rock Iwill
build my church ;and the gates of hell shall not prevail against
it. And Iwill give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven:
and whatsoever thou shal t b ind on earth shal l be bound in
heaven :and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed

in heaven.” (Matthew 16 :18, 19). Now, what had Peter and the
Apostles confessed here ?That Jesus Christ was the Son of
G o d .

confession, or upon this rock, Iwill build my church. So the
church would be bu'lt upon the fact that Jesus Christ was the
Son of God. That foundation is asure foundation (1 Corin¬
thians 3.T1), with Christ being the rock, the chief corner stone.

And Peter says that we as Christians are lively stones built

Based on that confession, the Lord said that upon this
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upon that chief corner stone and that we are therefore built u|j
aspiritual house, which is the family of God, the church. My
friends, the church or kingdom therefore rests to this day on
that foundat ion . Had the church no t been bu i l t on such a
foundation from the beginning, it would have long since crum¬
bled and fallen away and would by now be forgotten. But it
lives on even to this day and it cannot be destroyed and it will
stand forever because it is built on Christ. But notice again
that Christ said that he would not even allow death, or the
gates of hell, to keep him from building the church or the king¬
dom. He knew he was going to die. He knew he would be
going temporarily to the place of the dead. But he said that
he' would not allow even this to keep him from building his
church. And finally, Christ speaks of the church and the
kingdom as being the same organization or institution. The
terms church and kingdom are used interchangeably like the
words body and church in Colossians 1:18 and Ephesians
1:22, 23. Interestingly enough, prior to the establishment of
the church, it is almost always spoken of as being akingdom.
This is always the case in the Old Testament and even in
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, the word church is used only
about two times and all other times it is said to be akingdom.
However, after the church was established, whereas at times it
was spoken of as being akingdom, it was usually referred to as
being the church. But whether it is spoken of as being the
church or the kingdom, the writer has reference to the same
organization. Some have said that the Lord intended to
establish the kingdom but when he got ready to do so, the Jews
had rejected him and therefore he substituted the church, but
at some future time the kingdom will yet be established. This
is absurd. Surely the Lord knew what he was doing and
surely he carried out his plan and established the kingdom,
which is the church, on schedule. There is therefore no kingdom
yet to come since it has already been established.

But continuing, when we return to Acts 2we will find that
the Apostles were gathered in Jerusalem as the Lord had asked
them to do (Luke 24 ;Acts 1:8), that alarge crowd was



6

gathered there since it was Pentecost, aJewish feast day, and
people had come from all over the world to observe it. Surely
this was no accident. Then the power came, as promised. With
the Spirit being poured out upon the Apostles, they had the
power to speak in the languages of the people that were
gathered there and then they preached that Christ fulfilled the
prophecies, and performed miracles, had died on the cross, had
been resurrected, and after appearing before many he had
returned to the Father in heaven to sit down on the right hand
of God to reign as King of kings and Lord of lords. As aresult,
there were those who were pricked or cut to the heart and they
wanted to know what they should do. Being brought now to
the point of belief, they were told to repent and be baptized in
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of their sins and
they would receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. Some three
thousand of them gladly received the word and were baptized
and the Lord added to the church those who were being saved.
Thus we have the beginning of the church, or the kingdom.
And please notice that from the very beginning, from the very
first day, it was agreat success. They didn’t get down to the last
minute and find that it would be necessary for it to be postpo¬
ned or rescheduled. Instead, it started on time. Everything
was on time. Everything went like clock work. Not only so,
but from that day forward the gospel began to spread and the
church or kingdom began to spring up everywhere.

The church had its enemies but persecution and all of the
efforts to slow it up and to destroy it were unsuccessful. The
record says that the disciples were scattered abroad but that
they went everywhere preaching the word. (Acts 8).

The Hebrew writer tells us, “Wherefore we receiving a
kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby

may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear :
For our God is aconsuming fire.” (Hebrews 12 :28, 29). In
the context he shows that everything in the earth and in heaven
will one day be shaken and removed except for the one thing
that will stand, and that is the Lord’s kingdom. Concerning
it, he says that it cannot be shaken or moved. As the prophet

w e
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of old said, it cannot be destroyed ;it will stand forever.

As the Lord’s people, members of the church, the Lord’s
kingdom, we are on the winning team. We have the Lord’s
promise that he will be with us (Matthew 28 ;20), we have his
word, which is the Sword of the Spirit (Hebrews 4:12), spiri¬
tual armour to protect us (Ephesians 6), and all spiritual
blessings in Christ. (Ephesians 1:3). We are free from sin,
and as sons and daughters of the King we have nothing to be
ashamed of in th is wor ld . We are to ld that even the devi l
cannot harm us, that is, if we will resist him he will flee from
us. Too, Christ has promised to help us to overcome every
temptation that befalls us.

As citizens of the Lord’s kingdom we represent apreserva¬
tive power for the world. As the Lord’s family we not only
have aFather to look to for help but we have each other to
turn to in times of need. There is no need so great or small
but that we can look to the Lord for help, day or night, all of
our l ives because he cares for us.

In the book of Revelation we read of many of the Lord’s
people being persecuted and even put to death. No doubt, some
were beginning to waver in their faith, but among all of the
many other things set forth in that great book, three strong
points are made :First, those who had suffered for the Lord
would not lose thei r reward. That is a lesson we a lso must

remember. Regardless of what we go through in this life, if
we belong to the Lord and if we will but remain faithful to him
unto death, then we will receive acrown of life. (Revelation
2:10). Second, just because there were persecution, problems,
and difficulties, that did not mean that the Lord had forsaken
them but that he was still on the throne and that he was still
in change of things. Likewise today, sometimes we may think
that God is far away from us, but this is not so.
reigns, and he is still in charge of things. Someone has said that
if God should direct some individual to give an inspired account
today of how he is working in the world then it would no
doubt read much like the Bible. For instance, there are coun-

He still lives.



tries that rise and fall, governments that come to power and
then go down, and there are individuals who rise to power
while others are defeated. Does all of this happen by accident ?
Do you recall how Herod in the long ago made aspeech and
the people said that God had spoken? Instead of being humble
and refusing such an honor, he gloried in it and the record says
that he was smitten of the Lord, being eaten of worms,

inspired record had not revealed this fact, it might be
Also, Ananias and Sapphira suffered

the hand of God because they lied concerning their

N o w

i f t h e

said that Herod just die.
d e a t h a t

gift. Again, had it not been for the inspired account we might
think that this couple died natural deaths. But in both cases,
God brought them down. Does God not deal in the affairs of

today as he did then ?Surely God lives and he is still in
charge of things. To reach any other conclusion would be a
serious mistake. And finally, in the end, the Lord's kingdom

Oh, how w'onderful to know that the Lord’s
a n d w i l l l i v e o n

m a n

will be victorious,

kingdom will wdthstand all of its enemies
forever more. How wonderful to be apart of such akingdom
and to have such assurance and such hope.

Brethren and friends, if we are citizens of the Lord’s king¬
dom, the church, and if we are faithful citizens, then we are
assured of victory. We are on the winning team and we cannot
lose. We may be few in number, wc may not have large
meeting houses, we may be rejected, and even mistreated, but
with the Lord we are going to be victorious. We may hold our
heads up, have every confidence, smile at the world, and take
the initiative against all odds, because we have the Lord, the
truth, we are members of the Lord’s kingdom, and truly faith

Onward, therefore, Christian soldiers as theis the victory,

song goes, marching as unto war with the royal banner going
o n b e f o r e .

My friends, if you are not in this kingdom, the church that
we can read about in the Bible, then you are on the losing side.
In the world, even in man-made religious bodies, you cannot
win. As sure as you are living, you will be defeated. The only
possible way to be awinner is to become aChristian and a
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member of the Lord’s church, which is the victorious kingdom
that we read about in the Bible.

fi

^ a s s o c i a t e
^ e d i t o r i a i

But From The Beginning It Was
Not So

u

5 ?

This was the statement Jesus made when some Pharisees
under the law of Moses approached him to ask the question :
“Is it lawful for aman to put away his wife for every cause '?”
To this Jesus replied, “Have ye not read, that he which made
them at the beginning made them male and female. And said,
for this cause shall man leave father and mother, and shall
cleave to his wife :and they twain shall be one flesh ?Where¬
fore they are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore
God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.” At this
they said unto Jesus, “Why did Moses then command to give
awriting of divorcement, and to put her away ?” Jesus said
“Moses because of the hardness of your hearts suffered you to
put away your wives :BUT FROM THE BEGINNING IT
WAS NOT SO.” (Matthew 19:3-8).

But there are several other things also that are being practi¬
sed and taught today in the denominational world in the name
of Christianity that were not so from the beginning. In fact, such
things are being practised among the believers of Christ since
along period of time, and some of them even have their origin
in the second and the third century A.D. and therefore, they
are readily accepted without any question, doubt, or investiga¬
tion, as part of the religion'of Jesus Christ. But the truth is
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that all such things started creeping into the church after all the
apostles had died, after the first century A.D., as was also
forewarned by the apostles (1 Timothy 4:1-3; Timothy 4:1-4).
And thus, from the beginning they were not so. What are
they ?

To mention some of them, today we hear much about join¬
ing achurch of one’s own choice, that is, one can join any
church of his own choice, or leave any church for some reasons
and join another. But the fact is that in the beginning, when
Christ established the church, it was not so. The record says,
all the believers, who repented of their sins, were immersed
(baptized) for the forgiveness of sins, and there-upon were
added by the Lord to the church daily. (Acts 2:37-47). The
Lord has but only one church (Matthew 16:18). He therefore
added all the saved people to his one church. There was no
such thing as to joining achurch, or leaving one church for
joining another, since there was but only one church. (Ephe¬
sians 4:4; Colossians 1:18).

Also, we hear today people talking about this church and
that church or his church and my church. As we have seen
already that from the beginning it was not so. All the saved
were the members of the church, the body, and Christ was its
head. The various congregations of the church of Jesus Christ
were called churches of Christ. (Romans 16:16). Once in
those days when some certain Christians started calling them¬
selves after the names of some men, like alarge number of
people do today, w'e read, apostle Paul immediately rebuked
them, and emphatically asked them, “Is Christ divided ?was
Paul crucified for you ?or were ye baptized in the name of
Paul ?” (1 Corinthians 1:13). Since some of them were begin¬
ning to call themselves after paul’s name (Perhaps Paulites), he
asked them the question. Was Paul Crucified for you or were
you baptized in my name ?The inference is, he wanted to
stress the fact, that Christ was the one who died for all, and
also that they were all baptized into Christ, and thus they were
all in Christ, in his body, which is the church, (Galatians 3:27
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ICorinthians 12:13: Ephesians 1:22,23). They were all called
after the name of Christ—Christians. When much later people
began to join churches of their own choice then they began to
be called after the names of their churches or organizations
such as,—ist,—dist, etc. But from the beginning it was not so.
They were called “Christians.” (Acts 11:26).

Likewise, keeping lents, celebrating Christmas and Easter,
calling religious leaders by such names or titles as Reverend,
Father, Pastor, Padri, etc., using mechanical instruments of
music in worship, and monthly or quarterly, rather than weekly
observance of the Lord’s Supper, sprinkling or pouring water
for baptism, which in fact means immersion, baptizing babies,
and several other such things were not so from the beginning.
They were later added, and most of these things had their
origin with the Roman Catholic church. And as we all know,
all of the modern day denominations have come into exis¬
tence out of the Catholic church, and so they have also brought
with them these man-made doctrines and commandments, but
from the beginning it was not so.

We urge you to study your Bible and see for yourself where
you actually stand religiously. Let’s be Christian according to
the Bible. For unless our religion and worship is according to
God’s will it would be in vain. Jesus said, “This people dra-
wcth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with
their lips; but their heart is far from me. But in vain they do
worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.
(Matthew 15:8,9). Peter says, “If any man speak, let him
speak as the oracles of God.” (IPeter 4:11). And John
said, “Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine
of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of
Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son.” (2 John 9).

9 5

X X X

Words O f L i f e
“DOES IT MAKE ANY DIFFERENCE HOW ONE WOR-

SHIPS?” In other words, is all worship acceptable to God ?
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To answer this question we must observe what the word of God
says about worship. There are serveral types of worship men¬
tioned in the New Testament: Vain worship, Will worship,
ignorant worship, Worship in Spirit and Truth. Notice how
that three of these four are unacceptable to God.

V A I N W O R S H I P . This people draweth nigh unto
with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their
hea r t i s f a r f r om me .

m e

But in vain do they worship me, teaching
for their doctrines the commandments of men.” Matthew 15:8,
9 .

The word vain means empty; worthless; having no genuine
Therefore, worship conductedsubstance, value, or importance.

after man’s commandment is worthless to God.
W I L L W O R S H I P . (Touch not; taste not; handle not;

which all are to perish with the using;) after the commandments
and doctrines of men ?Which things have indeed ashew of
wisdom in will-worship, and humility, and neglecting of the
body; not in any honour to the satisfying of the flesh”. (Colos-
sians 2:21-23).

Will worship is aself- devised external form of aceremonial
service, amode of ceremonial worship chosen for one’s self
(Bullinger’s Greek Lexicon). Note that the scripture said that
those who worship as such shall perish with the using.

I G N O R A N T W O R S H I P. Tor as Ipassed by, and beheld
your devotions, Ifound an altar with this in scription. To the
Unknown God. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him
declare Iunto you.” (Acts 17:23.) Ignorance is defined
lacking knowledge, uninstructed or uninformed; untaught.
According to Acts 17:30,31 God will not accept ignorant
worship (Paul tells them to turn from such).

a s

W O R S H I P I N S P I R I T A N D T R U T H . 'Bu t t he hou r

cometh and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship
the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such
to worship Him. God is aspirit: and they that worship Him
must worship Him in spirit and truth.” (John 4:23,24). True
worship is in spirit and truth. Spirit is the character of our
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worship. Our worship must be from aheart of love for our
Master, thus involving our attitude in approaching God in
worship (I Corinthians 13:1-3). Truth is the standard to be
used, “Sanctify them in truth, thy word is truth.” (John 17:17;.

Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him. If ye
continue in my word, then ye are my disciples indeed; And ye
shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” (John
8:31,32). You can know the truth. It is attainable. It is actual.

THIS IS THE KIND OF WORSHIP GOD DESIRES!

Therefore, all worship is not acceptable to God. Much
worship is vain in the eyes of God. Many are worshipping
today after their own manner and mode. God cannot and
will not accept such worship. Today many are worshiping in
ignorance-they just don’t know what God requires. How are
YOU worshipping ?

( (

Saved By
J . G . B r o w n

When one is saved, his condition ’s then referred to by
various Bible terms such as “salvation”, “redemption’, “for¬
giveness or remission of sins”, “eternal life”, etc. There are two
phases of this condition, so the meaning must be determined
by the context of the verses in which the terms are found. Most
of the verses which use such terms refer to the condition of a
man who has been forgiven of past sins and is living (on earth)
in such away as to receive remission of other sins into which he
has fallen as aCharistian. However, there are
using the above terms to refer to the final or eternal reward
after death of those faithful to his Word. These two phases of
salvation are closely related, as no one can expect the second
phase unless he has had the first phase on earth. (Rev. 2:10).
How can people be saved from past sins ?

This is the most important question that any man can ask in
this life—being answerable only by the Bible. Until aman is

m a n y v e r s e s
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saved, he should not spend all his time in other subjects of the
Bible. Also, until he has “entered” Jesus, he should “preach
not to others (Matt. 23:13). As sin is the thing that separates
us from God, (Isa. 59:2), and all sin has one source of origin
(John 8:44)—as well as one source of remission (IE Tim. 2:10),
we must all follow the same process in acquiring salvation.

First, we must realize the “terribleness of sin” and the
“blessedness of salvation”. Second, we must learn of and be¬
lieve in the only one who can save us from this sin. Third, we
“must” then do that which he has required of us before he will
save us (Heb, 5:9).
1. Pecognition of “lost” condition :

Few words are needed along this first point. Most all prea¬
chers are eloquent on this subjec*. However, since they usually
lead people to believe that they are saved before they have

obeyed the Gospel”, many are still unsaved without realizing
it. Again, this illustrates the subtilty and power of Satan (II
Cor. 4:4).
2. Recognition of source of salvation :

Only God can save us and he has chosen to save us with
only ONE power...the Gospel. It would be afoolish man
indeed who would refuse while drowning, the one rope thrown
to him by afriend. Yet, this is what many folk are doing with
the one “rope” of God—the Gospel.

> j

( e

3. Obeying the Gospel, man’s part:
Only Christ can save (Heb. 5:9), and he saves only those

who obey him—the Gospel (I Cor. 1:21). Since this is the only
rope provided for our salvation, we must appreciate it in order
to do our part—obey it. Jesus said, “...Preach the Gospel to
every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved;...”, Mark 16:16. This shows that the consummation or
final “step” in man’s obedience of the Gospel is baptism. Since
only those who obey the “full” Gospel can hope for salvation
(I Pet. 4:17), it is needful to remember that there are three parts
to the Gospel (I Cor. 15:1-4): 1. We die with Christ by repen¬
tance ; 2 . We mus t t hen be “hu r r i ed planted” into His

9 5 a
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r e s u r r e c t e d ” —death by baptism. 3. Only then will we be
given anew life (Rom. 6:3-5). The “baptizer” (human) raises us

a

physically from the watery grave, but only God can
spiritually from being a“dead sinner”. At the time when He
does this He puts us into His “one body” (church), where all
saved” people are placed (Acts 2:47; ICor. 12:13). It is only

one of the 2,000 or more which are on earth today. Read your
Bible to see which one th is is .

> 5

r a i s e u s

a

A d v e n t i s m a n d t h e L a w
E . C l a u d e G a r d n e r

One o f the d is t inc t ive doct r ines which is most bas ic to
Seventh-Day Adventism is the acceptance of the old covenant
as well as the new as the rule of faith and practice. The most
prominent emphasis is on the observance of the weekly sabbath
as aholy day. This writer denies that the Bible teaches that
the old covenant which includes the sabbath is bound on us in

this age.

1. The IVord of God is Authority
To discuss the issue intelligently we must agree on the basis

of authority. Only the word of God given by inspiration of
the Holy Spirit can be acceptable to aBible believer. (2 Tim.
3:16,17;2 John 9; 1Pet. 4: 11; Gal. 1:8,9; John 14:26;16:13.)
We repudiate human opinions, assumptions and philosophies.
Only the word of the Lord will satisfy one who is interested in
t h e t r u t h .

The doctrine of continuous revelation of the will of God is

rejected because Jude declared that the faith or gospel has been
once for all delivered. (Cf. Jude 3, R.V.) For this reason
Mrs. Ellen G. White, accepted as aprophetess by many Adven¬
tists, cannot be recognized as an inspired revealer of gospel
truth. Mrs. White claimed to have gone to heaven and then
announced that she saw ahalo around the fourth command¬
ment. Paul relates that an inspired man went to heaven, but
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he was not able to reveal what he saw. (2 Cor. 12:1-4.)
Paul declares that one who claims to be aprophet must

“acknowledge” the teaching of other inspired men. His teach¬
ing must not contradict the Spirit-guided teachers. (1 Cor.
14:34.) Mrs. White contradicts Paul and others. One illus¬
tration of it is her calim that she saw ahalo around the fourth
commandment and then she wrote, “I saw that the sabbath
was not nailed to the cross.” This declaration does not
cide with Paul’s statement in Col. 2: 14-16. Mrs. White
must be rejected as aprophetess of God. (2 Pet. I:20;l John
4:1.)

c o i n -

I I . L a w o f M o s e s a n d L a w o f G o d

In order to try to escape the force of the Scriptures an effort
is made to separate the “law of Moses” from the
God.” The former it is said by Adventists is the “ceremonial ”
which was abrogated but the latter is the moral which is the
ten commandments (which includes the sabbath). This is
arbitrary distinction which cannot be borne out by the Scrip¬
tures. The law of God was given by or through Moses, the
great lawgiver. The law of the Lord contained commands
of aceremonial nature. (John 1:17; Neh. 8:1,5,8; Josh. 8:
32;2 Chron. 31:3; Luke 2:22-24; Ezra 7:6; Mark 7:10; John
7:19.)

l a w o f

a n

I I I . Old Covenant not in force now

Whether the Bible uses the term “the law,” “law of Moses,
o r “ l a w o f G o d

passages clearly reveal that the old

? j

it refers to the old covenant. Numerous
covenant was temporary in

nature and purpose and anew covenant was foretold. (Jer.
31:31ff.; Heb 8:6-13; Zech. 11:10-14; Eph. 2:14,15; Gal. 3:17-24;
4:21-30; 2Cor. 3: 6-14; Heb. 12:18-29; Rom. 7:4,7;8: 2,3; 10:4;
Acts 13: 38, 39; Matt. 5:17,18.) Today we live under the gospel
the new covenant. Today we hear Christ who has spoken in
the New Testament. (Heb. 1:1; Matt. 28:18.) Preachers should
be “able ministers of the New Testament”. (2 Cor. 3:6) We
are “dead ’to (separated from) the law that we should be married
to Christ. (Rom. 7:1-4).
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tv. Old Covenant given to Jews only,
if it could be established (which it cannot be) that the old

covenant including sabbath observance is yet in force, then only
Jews would be obligated to recognize it. It was never given to
Gentiles. The ten commandments were given to fleshly Israel.
(Rom. 2:14; Deut. 5: 1-3; Neh. 9:13, 14; Mai. 4:4; Ex. 31: 17;
Deut, 4:13;2Chron. 5:10; 1Kings 8:21.)

V . S a b b a t h n o t B o u n d

The sabbath was given as asign between Jehovah and Israel.
(Ex. 31:17) It was atest for Israel. The w/io/e covenant was
fulfilled and consequently the part was also. The old covenant
is not in force and therefore the sabbath is not bound. The
prophets foresaw the end of the sabbath. (Amos 8:5,9,10;
Mark 15:33; Ex. 31:16; Hos. 2:11,23; Heb. 4:1-11; 2Cor. 3:
6-14). The Lord’s day or first day of the week (Acts 20:7)
has never been the Christian sabbath. Sabbatarians claim that
the pope changed the sabbath from Saturday to Sunday even
as soon as the fourth century. This cannot be true for no
pope was crowned until 606 A.D.

VI. Some Pertinent Questions
The following questions enable us to focus attention on the

i s s u e i n v o l v e d :

1. What command or example do we have of eating the
Lord’s supper on the sabbath ?

2. What example do we have of the disciples observing
the sabbath to keep it holy after the church was established ?

3. Why should not all of the teaching of the law be
observed if apart is kept ?Why not burn incense, offer animal
sacrifices, and abstain from kindling afire ?

4. Does one fall from grace if he keeps the law ?(Gal.
5:4).

5. Are the yearly sabbaths observed the same as the
weekly ?If not, why not ?

6. Must members of the Adventist Church be “stoned” or

disciplined for doing work on Saturday ?(Num. 15:32.)
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7. What proof is there that the old covenant is in force
today ?

8. Where is there any proof that mankind was commanded
to keep the sabbath until it was enjoined on Israel at Mount
Sinai ?

9. What proof-texts are advanced to attempt to establish
sabbath keeping ?

10. Had Jesus ever said, “Thou shalt not keep the pass-
o v e r ” ?

11. Should the church be named after adoctrine or should
w e h o n o r C h r i s t ?

12. Must one believe Adventism and practice sabbath
observance to be able to go to heaven ?

The Exaltation and Stability
of the Church !

L . O . S a n d e r s o n

The very fact that the church is the kingdom of the Lord—
his own planning, creation, and promotion, even through the
ages from the foundation of the world—is proof positive of its
exalted position and indestructibility, for what could possibly
equal or destroy the purposed handiwork of Almighty God?
and specially since the Lord, in his word, has pledged existence?
Divine revelation is plain and pointed with respect to these fea¬
tu res o f h i s chu rch .

E X A L T A T I O N

The towering position promised for the church. Isaiah refer¬
red to this planned kingdom as “the mountain of the Lord's
house” (Isa. 2; 2); Micah likewise prophesied this “mountain of
the Lord” (Mic. 4: 2); and both say that it “shall be established
in the top of the mountains.” The term “mountain” in symbo¬
lic language relates to kingdoms, and the Lord’s mountain
would be at the top, which no kingdom of the world could
equal, much less exceed, in glory, strength, and exaltation. “The
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(Psalm 68: 15.) It washill of God” would be “an high hill.
God’s aim, therefore, to make of his church atowering one.

Both Isa iah and
Christ ,

Moreover, the kingdom was to be exalted.
Micah reveal that it “shall be exalted above the hills,
in anticipation of the glorious and exalted position of his chruch
which is called “the city of the living God” (Heb. 12: 22), said:
“A city that is set on ahill cannot be hid” (Matt. 5: 14). The
church is not only acity atop the mountains, but it is also ex¬
alted above the hills! Paul reminds us that Christ died for the
church, not only to sanctify and cleanse it, but also “that he
might present it unto himself aglorious church.” Eph. 5: 26, 27.
Glorious, from en and doxa, means ennobled, or gorgeous
(Luke 7: 25), and dignified (2 Pet. 2: 10). The church, or king¬
dom, was to be, and is, God’s greatest, highest, most noble
arrangement and rule on earth, in the most glorious dispensation
of time—the Christian age, and by and for Christ it is indeed
e x a l t e d .

S T A B I L I T Y

We could well reason that as certainly as the Lord is omni-
poient, omniscient, ever sure and certain, so also “his workman¬
ship created in Christ Jesus” (Eph. 2: 10), which compose his
church (verse 16), referred to as his building (verse 20), must be

towering and stable as could be attained in the world. Since
“the foundation of God standeth sure” (2 Tim. 2: 19), so also
the superstructure, the church, resting safely on Christ, the
Rock of Ages, must likewise be firm, secure, and enduring. But
c o n s i d e r .

The church is indestructible. Daniel foretold, not only that
“the God of heaven” would “set up akingdom,” but also that
this kingdom, the church, “shall never be destroyed.” (Dan. 2:
44.) Since the church is here declared indestructible; it rests on
Christ the same yesterday, today, and forever (Heb. 13: 8): since
God is unfailing and almighty; and since his kingdom has stood
some nineteen hundred years, far beyond the span of earthly
kingdoms, we cannot but believe in the indestructibility of the
L o r d ’ s c h u r c h .

a s
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Christ pledged its stability. Tn making his unalterable pledge
to build his church (Matt. 16: 18), he added: “and the gates of
hell shall not prevail against it”. Some say “it” refers to the
“building ’of it. While this is no doubt an unchangeable truth

is actually feminine, rather than neuter, and grammar
demands that apronoun refer to the nearest preceding noun of
the same number and gender, which has to be “church.” Hence,
“the gates of hell shall not prevail against her”—the church.
What ever flood of opposition the gates of the unseen might
permit against the blood-purchased church, it cannot prevail
against her. The Lord has spoken, and his word never fails.

The church is stable for all time to come. The epistle to the
Ephesians discusses the church so much—as the body, the king¬
dom, the bride, the building; and among other things, Paul, after
emphasizing the exaltation of Chirst, says with respect to God:
“Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout
all ages, world without end.” (Eph. 3:21.) Surely this cannot
but mean that God is to be and must be glorified in or by the
church for all time to come!

The Lord’s church will never be destroyed from without; it
may be weakened and it may wane from within. May
let it be so!

“ i t ”

w e n e v e r

Entrance into the Church
O . P . B A I R D

The various churches or denominations have different con¬
ditions of entrance. In some of the sects the candidate for
membership must state that he believes himself to be already a
Christian, having been saved by the blood of Christ. In some
churches, after hearing the testimony of the candidate, the mem¬
bers vote as to whether or not they believe him to be aChristian
and an acceptable candidate for membership. If the vote is fav¬
orable the candidate is baptized and accepted as amember of
that particular church. On the other hand, the Bible teaches
that the purpose of baptism is “for the remission of sins.”



i i

(Acts 2:38). Baptism is given as acondition to salvation, “He
that belie veth and is baptized shall be saved.” (Mark 16:16.) A
person cannot be aChristian before his sins are taken away,
but his sins are not removed before his baptism. (Acts 22:16.)

Doctrine of Men Concerning Church Membership
Sectarian teachers tell us aman must first become aChristian

and then at some time later join achurch, any church which he
might select. In the last lesson it was shown that this is amis¬
taken idea ,

because he is aChristian, and no one can be aChristian outside
The church is bought with the blood of Jesus; and
individual Christian is bought with the blood of

Every person who is aChristian is in the church

t h e c h u r c h .

s i n c e e v e r y

Jesus, he is in the blood-bought body. The church is the body
of Christ and Christ is the Saviour of the body. Then if He is

T h e c h u r c h t o w h i c h a l lyour Savior you are in His body.
Christians belong is the one which is spoken of in the New
Testament and not one which began after the church of Christ
came into being.

Conditions of Entrance
From the Bible teaching which we have noted we can see that

the conditions of entrance into the church are the same as the
conditions of becoming aChristian. All that one has to do to
become amember of the church is to become aChristian.

The conditions of salvation, or becoming aChristian, have
been given in previous lessons. One must have aconfident faith
in Christ as the Son of God, must repent of his sins, confess
Christ as Lord, and then submit to baptism in obedience to His
command. Then remission of sins or salvation is received acc¬
ording to the sure promise of God.

Note that baptism, the final act of obedience (not the only
act) that puts one into Christ, also puts him into the body or

Tor as many of you as have been baptized into Christ
For by one spirit

(1 Corinthians 12:13.)

Practically all denominations require baptism, or at least

c h u r c h ,

have put one Christ.” (Galatians 3:27.)
are we all baptized into one body. 9 5
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what they believe to be baptism, as acondition of membership,
saying that baptism is the door into the church. The Bible does
teach that baptism puts one into the church but it also teaches
that it puts him into Christ. All of this can be made plainer
by example.

An Example
The second chapter of Acts furnishes an outstanding example

of people obeying the gospel and becoming members of the
church. In that chapter we have the record of Peter’s sermon
on Pentecost, the first gospel sermon after the descent of the
Holy Spirit. Thousands heard and believed in Christ and ob¬
eyed the command to repent and be baptized for, or unto, the
remission of their sins. “Then they that gladly received his
word were baptized; and the same day there were added unto
them about three thousand souls.” (Acts 2:41.) Added unto
whom? Unto those already saved, and all the saved together
constituted that church. “And the Lord added to the church
daily such as should be saved.” (Acts 2:47.) The word “church,
is omitted in the Revised Version but it is clear that the church

is meant because thereafter in Acts this body of believers is refe¬
rred to as the church in Jerusalem. Note that the Lord did the

adding. They simply obeyed the gospel and the Lord saved
them and added them to His body. They did not select some
church and take some action to join it after they were saved.
The same thing that made them Chrtstians made them members
o f t he chu rch .

The gospel is same now as then and the Lord is the same.
If men today will obey the same gospel the Lord will add them
to the very same church. Surely, no one will think that the
Lord would add him to some one of the denominations that
men started after the Lord built His church. Obedience to the
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gospel commands for the purpose for which they were given
will make one aChristian but that is all it will make him. Since
he is aChristian he will be in the church about which we read
i n t h e N e w Te s t a m e n t ,

remain where the Lord placed him but wants to go beyond the
teachings of the Bible and become amember of some church
established by men he will have to take some additional action
and perhaps be baptized again in order to become amember.
Why not do what Christ commands and that only and be what
the Bible commands us to be and nothing more.

If he then decides he is not content to
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af afar faara? ftar fa <ira at t%z aaraa aar
I, taaarar ffa qa aafaaa^aa fat asaa ara aaar |
aa^a %qfaatar ata arafaa faarat %araa ̂ aaat |1

ar fta aat
I a a t f a
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^IT Jf q-S^ Ifqr ^17 T S T T I
q^T ^ qrq^TT fqr ^1 l'^ ff ^n^r ifqr?^, qiq'srq

qtHR'> ^tq^n qft I(^ : ̂ -?«) 1̂ rqi5?r q\̂ r̂
^Tft^qH ?nqqr ?«TTq Jr qV^R ^t't^ ^r^qiT q t̂ ̂
q?«nq ffjqi (^ ' ^°) > ^
«ft fqr ^"^qt ^?r% ^q? ?q^ ^ '

I^ ^"r q| ^ 1
^ q q \ q q ^ T % J f 1?rq^ Jrs q^ ^qr^V %f^rq qr^^q

(^ q^gfqqq x: R^) I?q'TL,5)^q, qqf qqqrqt, q̂ Jr %
q̂qq qqqrq qqT qr, q̂ R'q qrft̂  ̂ ^Tq %^Tq qm"f ̂ T 5ft%q I
(f'qfqfcqqf ^:RX-^o) Iq^t ^q? t ^
qfr qq?r ?TTqq?t fq^qiqV, qq^^q? qq^r %friqi qr|qn^ |, qqr

fqr qq% q^rq qqrq;q”̂ q %^qs^T I?qq Jr qrfqq fVqrqr
fqrq qtqr qq? ■qS

qiTi =qJr ̂ tJr qrr qiqr qjqq |, %qq^ qq'rqnli q\T qiqqjqrqq
qq? qqiqqq q^qq q\ q^'^Jr |fq^^g qrq ttqqq ̂

qqqq q^q^ |fq? tfq^q^ f’3;, q^^it ^’rr |?qqtf^
fq% q^q^T qqm JrJ: q?f qq^qq 11

Sr qq qtqt %fqqq ^qT' gqt ?q%

q r ? 5 q q q

fq? qf̂  gq qqJr̂ qT %
fq gqrqr qtqifqq q;qqq qtq

?q qq^- qqtgqqf %qg ?qR gt qrqr
qqiq |qt qg q'^ qrq^qq
qftSTTql Jr qfq̂ q gt iqqtfq̂  qqJr̂ qq qt qfgqt gqiJt Fqqqqiqt
Jf qt fqs gt qqqt 11 (^ q° ?^ :^-?°) iqq f^flr ̂ q’T qr^r

q^ qi t t qtqtT fqq qq qqr Jrqr
«Iqqqt qrfqr qt q^qr

qqrqr |(wt° \r :K-U; qtfqqqq ^i^t qfq gqqq ^
|, qr q;q Jr I, qg q^Jr^qq' qJt ?=5®t ̂ q q'^
gqit fqi^ qq qrq qqrf ^qR-q q^qqt 11 (qtfqqt ^r^) i
qg qqJt Ifqr gJf gq qq^rq %qtq qfiaqiqt %qtq gtqnT
qqqqT qi 'IqqT^qqr'qqqjqT %qfq q-qqi^ qt q| iqqt’fq^
fqq qq:R q"tqr qqr qit %qr^i qs gt qrqr |, gqrt: fqq; qt qg

fq qJrqt qt7 qtfmt %gr^T fq^ gtt qrrf i

q q t f q

q r q s q q

qt qfq gq qtqTT gt qrt |qt gqrt fqq qqT-qqr-tqr qrq^qq;
gt qit IIqqtfq fqqt ^qqr^ qt qqrrr ^qTq^qq gTTT gt
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tI qfr "fJT^T tfl” f fl i n
«TT I(^Ho V:?v) I jfY ^ ? T P f r r q - ^ j t i

3ft 5rrfT giT^r ?rqrft %^r(r ?ffqg- 11
qft Ifq? if ^;srq: q i f i q ' ^ ^ j w

%qr̂ n̂q: |h qft =q̂ r qf|% q̂ ^ ‘sfiT %i'rt |f, sAt H?r?r-
5ri5ff %5RI |?rr |sft^ ^^x^^^x v'Y ?iqift
% ?f>7; ?t5̂ ct ̂ Tiff ?ftq: ?rr̂ r srqrrq; %Hm«f %qum,
?ftq: qfqw ?rrcJTT % % g:tq;r q?V ii^i|t i
(^qro ^:^v) I%f^:;T % f q f j T x r q w ^ ^ T
?frq4 11 (qtfqqf ?:? )̂ iqft sr? qrtT iTT3r ̂ tRr̂ R |

qqr ^ qqi^ %fqrtr qr r i r l i a '«r r ? t r *T«T %
qFTiff qfff ?TTq?irqrtiT ?fq-?^5r I^?rf?rtT ^ i f f
Ifqr sfqj^ q^ht fqsjqrqf qq ?ftT fq^tqra q?V q^f i

qqr irrq ^qqrq-R ^x fq^qr^r qrq;^
??tqrr qmq ift qrq^ |?

??ilq: qfq q?q^ |q> qqr

Book of the Month
^FREE !“Great Events of the Old Testa-
^ment, ”by J.A. McNutt. The book contains ̂
^thirteen thought provoking powerful [p
Ml lessons, which may be studied, taught, preac- |M
1=11 hed and discussed. [ M
^Send your request for the copy of this book '/=
pwith apostage stamp of Raise 25 only for its ̂

mailing charges. Write your name and address [ra
p c l e a r .
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The re A re Two K inds
Roy Deaver

“ F o r h e t h a t s o w e t h u n t o h i s o w n fl e s h s h a l l o f t h e
flesh reap corruption, but he that soweth unto the Spirit
shall of the Spirit reap eternal life ”(Gal. 6: 8).

This statement is designed to show the consequential appli¬
cation of the immutable law just stated, that one reaps what he
sows. It mentions several things of wMch there are two kinds.

The re a re two k i nds o f sowers—“He tha t sows to t he
Spirit’’ and “he that sows to the flesh.” The one who sows to
the Spirit is characterized by the mind of the Spirit (Rom. 8:
5-9), is led by the Spirit (Rom. 8: 12, 13; Gal. 5: 16ff.), puts the
kingdom first. The one who sows to the flesh is sinfully selfish,
is characterized by the mind of the flesh (Rom. 8: 5-9) and does
the works of the flesh as discussed in Gal. 5: l6ff.

There are two kinds of seed—the seed to be sown to the
flesh, and the seed to be sown to the Spirit. The seed to be
sown to the flesh is all acts of sin, wickedness. One act of
wickedness, that is under consideration in the context, is to re¬
fuse to support those who teach the gospel. The seed to be sown
to the Spirit is all good works, acts of righteousness, including
supporting those who teach the gospel.

There are two kinds of sowing—the actual sowing to the
flesh, engaging in acts of wickedness, having the mind of the
flesh, and the actual sowing to the Spirit, engaging in good
works, acts of righteousness, having the mind of the Spirit.

There are two kinds of harvests—while it is true that in
many instances and in many ways the harvest is begun to be
reaped even in this life, evidently the harvest under considera¬
tion here is the final one. One will reap either corruption, or
eternal life. There is eternal life awaiting those who persevere
in sowing to the Spirit. There is eternal corruption awaiting
those who sow to the flesh.
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