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What Young People’Should Brmg
To Their Marriage

~ Marriage is ordamed of God. (Genesis 2:18). Tt is
his way of uniting man and woman to make them one; to
make ‘them happy, and for the purpose of reproduction:
(Genesis 2:21:25; 1:28). There is no acceptable substitute:
Whl]e_ some try to'take shortcuts by ignoring marriage altoge-
ther or by turning marriage into a game of divorce and
remarriage, such people will have to reap the consequences
for their careless and foolish . ways. (Matthew 19:9; - Romans
6:23). Such is to say that we as Christian parents néed to
teach and prepare our children for the serlpus step “of
marriage. They need to know what marriage is, what ‘it
involves, what will be required of them, and that it is for
life. - They need to be convinced of the necessity of ‘choosing
a Christian mate to enable them to have a Christian home.
(2 Corinthians 6:14-18). There will be enough problems
along life’s way to cope with where: both ate . Christians. How
foolish to create problems and difficulties, and perhaps to lose
one’s soul;- and souls of the cluldren, by marrymg a non
Christian, . o , e
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As important as the foregoing may be, at this particular
time we want to discuss what a young man Of woman shduld
bring to their marriage. It is patural and normal for one to
grow up and desire to have a companion for life. (Ephesians
5.31). While many things may be expected of that chosen
one, what about you -and what you may have to offer? You
have an obligation likewise. What will you brjng to.your
marriage? What you present at the time of your wedding may
determine the kind of marriage you have. Please think seriously
about the things that we are going to suggest in this article.”

Let’s begin with the young man who is looking forward
to marriage. Yes, just as much is expected of him as the young
woman that he will -be making his wife. (1 Timothy 4:12).
There is no double standard in this case. The girl has as much
right to expect the best out of the man that she is going to
marry as he has right to expect of her. Inthe fifst’ place,
we are talking about a situation where this-young man has not
been married before. ‘We are also talking about him having
chosen one who has not been married before. That - means
that he, aswell as she; may marry scripturally. (Matthew
19:9; Luke 16:18). But there are,other thix:ngs also that . should
be considered. He should bring to his marriage a -mora}. pure
body, one that has not been involved in any type_of immorality.
(I Timothy 5:22). .It is certainly not right for a young man
to think that he can have affairs with one.or more yolkmg.flad‘ies
and then expect his future wife to be.a virgin. He should
also offer himself in marriage as one who is morally pure. He
should be one who has practiced cleanliness and ‘he ought to
have good habits, Smoking, drinking, gambling,. cursing and
snch like' should have no place in his(]ife.'~ (1 Thessalopians
5:32). He should also bring to his marriage a good character
and a good name. (Proverbs 22:1). If at all possible he should
have a -good education, a job, and some. definite plans for
the future. ' He should be wise in his use of money. He should
be ‘a hard worker, suitable, and dependable. Of course obove
everything else he should be a Christian and a faithful:Christian.,
Surely the foregoing would suggest such. In offering - himself,

good morals, and anything els¢ that he may have in the way of
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material things, name, or position, he really could" offer
nothing greater than being a faithful Christian. (Romans
12:1,2). That means that he brings the very best- to marriage,
that this assures his wife, and later his children, ' that.. in
having a' Christian marriage and a Christian ' home that- they
have the basis to have the best life possible. - Whilg other
marriages may fail, or may be filled with all kinds of problems,
difficulties, and unhappiness, surely the Christian- marriage;
family, and home, will come nearer surviving and bringing
happiness and- fulfillment to its members than could:be had in
any other way . Therefore much depends-on what this - young
man brings to his marriage, whether he can 'have. - the respect
of his future wife, be thé kind that will be -able to give
leadership and guidance to his - future family,- and be the
husband and father that will make the marriage work: .So
there is much’ involved and no young man should enter into
it without much thought, prayer, and preparation. =~ -~

But now let’s turn to the young woman and discuss the things
that she should bring to her marriage. We are also assuming
that she is in position- to be scripturally, married, as. well
as the one that she is going to marry. She should be a Chris-
tian, and a faithful Christian (Revelatian 2:10), and she
should likewise marry only a Christian. S_ure_ly' 1f she ,;is
a faithful Christian then she will settle for no less. But she
should bring to her marriage a good name, a good reputation,
and a pure body. (1 Timothy 5:1,2). She should come to
her partner on-the wedding night as a virgin one who has
not been involved in immoral and ungodly acts and ‘practices.
(1 Corinthians 7:25; 2 Corinthians 11:2; Titus 2:5)., :She
should be taking care of her health and thus.present a .healthy
body in anticipation of her future children. She should
also come with good habits, keeping her body and clothes
clean, and abstaining from all bad habits.. ' She should know
how to keep a clean house, wash, iron, ¢ook, and all the: other
things that will'go with being a wife, a mother, and having
her own house. (1 Timothy 5:14). She should not be think-
ing of being rich, with lots of servants to wait.on her. and the
family, with-the latest: luxuries, with nothing to do but to, attend
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parties and gossip and thus to neglect her husband -and family
(1 Timothy 6:9; 1 Timothy 5:13). She should come to marriage
with an understanding that she will now belong to her husband,
respect him, and that they will have their own home. (Titus
2:4, 5;1 Peter 3:14). This means that she will have to cut
loose from the parents and her past life, that every. time there
is some little misunderstanding that she cannot run. off and
go back home to her mother for sympathy. (Ephesians 5:31).
She will have to be mentally prepared to adjust to this new :and
different life.  When the children are born she will have to be
prepared to care for them, give them love, and to teach
and train them along with her husband. (Titus:.2:3 .4). Yes,
much will be required and a lot will be expected of her when
she comes' to the point of marriage. : She must be as well
prepared as possible. She also needs to come educated so
she can stand with her husband, be his wife, ‘his partner, and
his friend. She will want him to be proud of her and to be
able to introduce her gladly as his wife and the mother of his
children. No doubt there are many other good -things
that need to be brought, but these are enough to suggest that
it is a serious matter to contemplate marriage.

) While we have been discussing what both the young man
and woman will want to bring to their marriage, may ‘we
emphasize again that marriage for them can be one of the most
important wonderful, and beautiful things that can ever conie
ihto their lives. They need to face it seriously, prayerfully,
and recognize that it is for life. They need to come with
Iots of love for each other, patience indeling with one ano-
thet, and a forgiving spirit in handling the faults of the other.
They need to come with respect for one another, recognizing
the need for each other, being dedicated to be faithful
to one another for the rest of their lives. They need to come
with the spirit of working together, helping each other, and
sharing what they have with one another. What a. beautiful
thought—for a couple like that to come together in marriage,
to ‘be united as one, to have a family, and tolive for one
dnother and for - God for the remainder of their life-time.

“You havé probably concluded that I have depicted in the
foregoing young people who'are perfect, without' ‘fault, ‘and
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that those who are unable to measure up to such a standard
would be unfit for marriage. It is true that - I' have. tried to
show what ideally young people should bring to their marriage,
and certainly all should aim for such high standards, but I rea-
lize that there afe many people, different types of pedple, even
some Christian people, who have made mistakes, “morally and
otherwise, but who have a desire to do better and ‘who ‘want to
marry and have a good home. May [ suggest that ‘one, or a
couple, who is scripturally elligeable for marriage, should
bring to their marriage the best that they have to offer. That’s
the whole point of this lesson, and it is my prayer that those
of you who are planning to be wed now or later will attempt
to do just that. For ip this case it is not just you that you
-must think about, but you must also think about the one that
you are marrying and you surely want to offer the very best you
can give. And if both of you feel this way, and if you agiee
to accept each other in marriage, in spite of the mistakes of
the past or the-faults that you may have, ‘then may you have
a wonderful marriage and a Christian home, Surely the
-Father in heaven will bless such a marriage and home.

WY ) \associate
MRS editorial

| “Pleéding For ‘T‘he Restoration
" OfPure New. Testament
Christianity”

" This is the sentence .inscribed on every issue of this
magazine, “The Bible Teacher”. The word restoration means
to bring back to original state or to re-establish. The word
pure means something unmixed, unadultrated, or perfgpyly
in tune. Thus, we are pleading with all religious people to
come back to the original state, 10 unmixed, unadultrated
- Christianity perfectly in tune with the word of God. But why
is this so? - ' o
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L Becuase the Bible says, there is only one body
(Ephes1ans 4:4) or the body of Christ (1 Corinthians: 12:27),
and it further explains that this one body is the church
(Ephesians 1:22,23). Also, that Christ or.his body is not
divided. (1 Corinthians 1:13). But people through the years
- have brought in existence various bodies, churches with
conflicting brands and doctrines.

2. Because the Bible says, there is only one baptism.
'(Ephestans 4:5), and it ' further teaches- that this one baptism
fls a bunal or 1mmers1on in water. (Romans 6:3, 4; Colossians
2:12; Acts 10:47; Acts 8:35-39). Bui contrary' to this fact
'denommahonal chujches teach sprinkling or pouring of water.
'Not only so, but they also teach that baptism has nothing to
'do w1th one’s salvation but it is just a sign of obedience.
On the other hand, ‘the Bible teaches that one must be baptlzed
to. be saved (Mark 16:16), and for the forgiveness of sins.
(Acts 2:38). 4

3. Because the Bible' says, ‘there is ‘only one gospel
and only one way of salvation (Galatians 1:6-9; 1 Corinthians
15:1-4; Romans 1: 16); therefore, it teaches all men to believe
in Chnst and to repent of sins, and to confess Christ: the Sen of
God, and to be baptized to be saved. (Mark 16:16; Acts
2:38; Acts 8). But men preach today ‘a perverted -gospel
of ‘faith only’ and encourage people to merely believe m Chnst
or to pray. for salvation. :

4, Because the Bible says, there is only one name given
whereby we can be saved, the name of Christ. (Acts 4:12;
Phlllpplans 2:9). At least three times at different places in
the New Testament the dlsclples of Christ are called by the
name. Christian (Acts 11:26; Acts 26:28; 1 Peter 4:16). But
_people today are called by various unscriptural names. Since
salvation is in the name of Christ, how can a person
expect to be saved when he'is called a Methodist, or Baptist,
or Pentecostal or Brethren, or Lutheran, etc., etc. ?

5. Because we are admonished, “Now I beseech you,
brethren,” said the apostle Paul, “by the name of our Lord
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Jesus Christ, that ye-all speak the same thing, and that.:there
be no divisions among you: butthat ye be petfectly joined
together in' the same miind and in the same judgment.” {1 Cori-
nthians 1: 10). ‘And commanded, to “Endeavouringto keep
the "unity of the Spirit in thé bond of peace. There is one
body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in ‘one hope-of
your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptlsm, one God
and Father of "all, who is above all, and through all,and in
you all”.” (Ephesians 4:3-6). And exhorted, “Beloved, when
I gave all diligence to write urnto yoil of the common salvatlon,
says Jude, the disciple of the Lord, “it was needful for me ‘to
write unto you, and exhort you - that ye should earnestly
contend for the faith whlch was once delivered unto the saints,”
(Jude 3). o o :

Yes for these and other s1m1]ar reasons we are pleadmg
for the restoratlon of pure New Testament Christianity, And
we hope and pray that as you continue to read this magazme
in future, you will see the truth and by obeymg it you too will
become a part of pute New Testameiut Christianity which is
unmixed and unadultrated and perfectly in ‘tune’ with God’
word b ‘

He Could Not Be. H1d

Garland Elkins
The New Testament reveals numerous characteri§ti6'b'f

our Lord. One of these is set out in Mark 7:24, “And from
thence he arose, and went away into the borders of Tyre and
Sidon. - And he entered into a house, and would have no man
know it'; and he could not be hid.” The statement. ‘‘and he
could not be hid” was not only true on that occasion but is
also just as true in numerous other ways. He existed with the
Father:béfore the beginning of time. “In the beginning was
the Word, and -the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. The same was in the beginning with God. = All things
‘were made by hitn; and without him was not any thing made
that was made. *(John 1:1—4). In the patriarchal age he was
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revealed to Abraham; ‘“Your father Abraham rejoiced to see
my day : and he saw it, and was glad.” (John 8:56). The many
altars and sacrifices kept alive the expectation of his coming.
In the Mosiac age, the - sacrifice offerings, - tabernacle serviges,

priests and other thmgs pointed to his. coming: (Gal, 3: 16-29
Hebrews 9, 10). ‘

He Conld Nut Be Hid While On Earth

It can be seen by the great crowds that followed hlm
that he could not be hid whlle on earth., “And from thence
he arose, and went away into the borders of Tyre and Sidon.
And he entered into a house, . and would have no man know
it and he could not be hld » (Mark 7:24). His teach.mgs,
miracles, -and life were .not -concealed., By implication
even his enemies admitted that the entire nation of the
Jews were {disturbed by his teaching, (Lk. 23:1-5), .Before
the sermon on the mount people from many reglons follow-
ed him. “And Jesus went about all Galllee, teachmg
in their synagogues, and preachmg the gospel of _the
kingdom, and healing all manner of sxckness and all manner of
disease -among the people. And his fame 'went throughout
all Syria : and they brought unto him all sick people that were
taken with divers diseases and torments, and those which were
possessed with devils, and those which were lunatick, and
those that had the pnlsy; and he healed them, And there
followed him great multitudes of people from Galilee,
and from Decapolis, and from Judea, and from beyond
Jordan.” (Mt. 4:23-25). “When he was come down from
the’ mountam great multitudes followed him.” (Mt. 8:1).
When he withdrew into the desert places people: came: to him
from every place. ‘“But he went.out, and began .to publish it
much, and - to blaze abroad the matter, insomuch that Jesus
‘could no more openly enter into the city, but was without in

~desert places and ‘they came to him from every quarter 2
-(Mark 1:45).

~He Conld Not Be Hid Ia The Lives Of Hls Dlsclples L
The principles of Christ were visible to all in the lives - of
his followers. Even the wicked rulers of the Jews took note of

this. “Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and
perceived that. they were unlearned and ignorant men,. they
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marveled'; and they took knowledge of them, that they had
been with: Jesus.”” - (Acts 4:13). He could not be hid in, the
life and. .countenance of Stephen the first -Christian martyr,
“And all that sat in the council, looking steadfastly on him,
saw his face as it had been the face of an angel.” (Acts 6:15).
“And they stoned"Stephen, calling upon God, and ' saying Lord
Jesus, receive my spirit. And he knesled down, and cried with
a Toud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when
he had said ‘this, he fell asleep”. (Acts 7:59,60). Paul said,
“I'am crycified with Christ : nevertheless I live; yet not I, but
Christ liveth in me : and the life which I now live in flesh I live
by the faith of the Son of God, who loved mie, and gave him-
self for é’he.”' (Gal. 2:20). He carried about in his body the
marks of Jesus.”” “From henceforth let no man trouble mé": for
I 'béar in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus.” '
Attitudes and Deeds of Present Day Christians
Cannot Be Hid

Someone has said, “You cannot communicate across a
gulf as wide as that between the church and the world.”” How
utterly mistaken ! When possible we must teach the truth to the
world.  This Jesus commanded .us to do ““‘And he said unto
them. Go, 'ye into all the ‘world, and preach the gospel to every
creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but
he that believeth not shall be damned.” (Mark 16:15, 16),

“But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest
to behave thyself in the house of God , Which is the church of
the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth” (I Tim.,
3:15).  When the world will not allow us to speak . to it, we
must remember that world has eyes .as well as ears, and when
the gulf is too wide to speak across, it is not to wide to shine
across. Jesus said, “Let your light so shine before men, that
they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which
is in heaven,” (Mt. 5:16), o o
Peter instructed wives that through the practice of this
principle they might gain their unbelieving husbands. He said,
“Likewise. ye'wives, be in subjéction to your own husbands;
that, if any obey not the word, they also may without the word
be won by the conversation of the wives.” (I Pet. 3:1), ’
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We communicate attitude to a great extent. A little girl
asked her mother, “Are you happy, ‘Momie?’ The mother
replied that she was happy. “‘Then why ‘don’t you tell your
face that you are happy ?” asked the child. .

It was not only the words of the apostles and other faith-
ful Christians of the first century that made them so powerfully
influentjal. It was their words and deeds. Their words and
deeds were fused into light, that broke through darkened minds
bringing them face to face with the Lord and the truth of his
gospel. This important function of the early church is very
beautifully set out in Philippians 2:15, 16. “That ye may be
blameless and harmless, the sons of Ged, without rebuke, in
the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye
shine as lights in the world; holding forth the word of life; that
1 may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain,
neither, laboured in vain.”. : '

T

" The Size Of Noah’s Ark - . -
* The ark that Noah built thousands 6f Years ago in pre-
secular history to save hi-uself, his family and the animals from
the flood was the largest ship built by man until the 18th
Century of our era. According to the Bible, the ark was. 300
cubits long, 50 cubits wide, and 30 cubits high The cubit in
Biblical times measured anywhere from 18 to 25 inches depend
ing on what ancient nation’s standards were used. Assuming
the 18 inch cubit the ark would be 450 feet long 75 feet wide,
and 45 feet high. The proportion of length to width to he;ght
is still used by modern ship builders, the GREAT EASTERN
built in 1858 that laid trie North Antlantic transcontinental
cab‘le,l was 629 feet 83 feet x 58 feet.” =
. _.An-ark of these proportions, built not as a pleasure craft

bus for the preservation of man and apimals, would be almost
impossible to.capsize. - . .. - . G
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The ark cotitained 1,518, 750 cubic feet. The three decks
totaled 101,250 square feet. The water displacement of the
ark would be 43,300 tons (whnch is nearly equal to the" great
TITAN‘IB ‘that sank Apnl 14- ]5 1912),

The ark was made of gopher wood, whxch is probably
the same (or snmlar to) what we call cypress. The Phoenicians
built their boats of cypress wood. Alexander the Great built
his fleet of this wood at Babylon. The doors of St. Peter’s
church in Rome are of cypress wood and they are now over a
thousand Years old.

‘The ark (literally in the Hebrew..., “box”’) was caulked
. (“pitched”) inside and out with an asphalt, tar-like substance
called “pitch”. This would make it watertight and allow it
to swell and shrink without leaking.

Noah did not have to go on an “African Safari” to gather
the animals because God caused them to come to him (Gen
6:20). We do not know how many species Noah took in the
ark. He could have taken a dog-kind, a cow kind, a cat-kind,.
a horse-kind, etc., and all the modern breeds and species we
are famlhar w1th today could have come from these original
pairs. We do’ know that all men on the earth today came
froni Noali and his three sons, Shem, Ham and’ Japeth (Gen.
9:19; 10: 23). There are about 190 different racial types of men and
over 1000 dlﬂ'erent body shapes and sizes today. The same
thing could be true with the \vatiety . of the animals. In the
beginning God put within all creatures vast genetic structures,
Differesit species and:breeds of animals could ‘have developed
in time' because of the’ power of genes.: For example; Noah
did-not take a Siamese ‘cat on' the ark because it-was breed
developed by man a'long time after the ark was past history,
(The' same goes for many modern breeds of cattle, horses, ddgs,
ete).

i ASSummg though that Noah did take with him on the
ark all the species availablé at the time of the flood this would
not be - impossible; Sixty percent of all species today. are-
marfne and would not be on the ark since only land living
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creatures - were destroyed. One half of . all land creatures are
smaller than rats about six hundred land creatures are. between
the size rats and sheep, and only three hundred land creature
are larger than sheep. According to dimensions of . .the ark
Noah had room 500 railord boxcar loads of animals. Noah
had plently of room because if he took the mlmmum ‘amount
necessary to replenish the earth with the earth’s spec1es today 1t
would only take 167 boxcar loads.

Is Your Conscience A Safe Guide
- o Clifford Dixon " |

: Many depend upon theu' consclences .as, then' guxdes
Conscience is defined’ by ledell and Scott as' “a knowmg w1th
oneself, consciousness.’ So the’ consclence of man is that fecl- ,
ing of pleasure when he does what he thinks is nght and of
pain when he does what he thinks is wrong. Conscience backs
up man’s moral judgment. Saul of Tarsus always d1d what he
thought was right therefore he always had a good conscwnce.
(Acts 23:1; 26:9,10). Saul’s “iaformation was _wrong. when he
persecuted Christians and hls thmkmg he was rlght init was
an error of moral judgment. In line with these’ thoughts we
notxce that ‘man can religiously be in fout states

1. He can have the wrong mformatmn and the_ nght
attitude. Saul said, “I verily thought with myself, that I ought
to do many. things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth.”
(Acts 26.9). He had been informed by his-Jewish brethrcn and
within himself that this was doing .God, a service. ‘He later
said, “Who was before a blasphemer and a persccutor, and
injurious; but I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in
unbelief.”” (I Tim. 1:15). He had the wrong information and
at the same time a great desire to do God’s service. Many good, '
people are in this condition today. Such do not need to be
old that they are all rigat. They should 'be given the nght
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information and: urged to keep their desire to: please Ged and
to do him service—— byt to do the rxght thmg—-—accordmg ”
to the word of God. ;

2. Man can have the right’ mformatlon and the wrong
attitude. The Saducees and Phansees of Chnst’s day were like
this. They saw the miracles that proved Jesus. to be the Son
of God They admltted that Jesus dld ‘many mlracles, yet set
aboiit to stop him, which ﬁnally resulted in his bemg crucified
‘They tried to contend that Chnst \‘Vas castlng out devils by
Bee]zebub and sought to, catch him | n some way that would
make him contradlct himself,’ They Were never successful We
‘ask, “Why did -they not believe on him?*" The ' aﬁSWer is
because even though they had sufficient proof that he was the
Son of God they had the wrong attitude. Jesus said, “This people’s
hearts are waxed gross, and their ears they have closed, lest at
any time they should see with their eyes and hear with their
ears and understand with their hearts and be converted and I
should heal them.” (Mat, 13:15). If _your attitude is wrong
no matter how good the information gwbnim ght be, it will not
result in the change of your life. There must also be a desire

to do the will of God. Pod e

, . 4 broi.

. 3 . Man can have the wrong mformatlon Jand the wrong
attltude Such are deluded. by false teachmg Paul gave a grave
warning of an. apostasy of the church from the truth ‘He sald
the man of sin would sit in the temple of God showmg himself
to be God.and could decelve people with “‘powers, signs, and

“lying wonders.” He continued, “With all deceivableness of
unrighteousngss in them that pensh because they received not
the love of the truth, that they mtght be saved And for this
. cause. God shall send them strong delusmn that they should
belleye a he that they all mlght be damned who beheve not

""" (2 Thes
2:10-12), The reason these had a strong defision to believe a
lie is that they loved not the- truth to. begirt ‘with, " Such :people

"will not enduré sound ‘doctrine. They ‘will démand that the
‘wrong information be preached to them sO- thelr 1tch1ng ears
~will be tickled. (2 Tim. 4 2-4), S
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; > Man.can: also have the right inforxnation: and ‘the right
"atﬁtude “The right information is the- gospel of Jesus’ Chﬂs't
God’s power to save men that believe- it.” (Rom. 71:16).
Paul declates, “In the .day when. God shall judge the
secxets of men by Jesus Christ accordmg to my gospel.”
(Rgm 2: 16) ‘The right attitude is like that of Cornelius,
who said, “Now therefore are we all here present before
God, to hear all things that are commanded thee of
Gogd.” The right attitude like that of Sanl when he asked,
“Lord what wilt thou have me to do?” (Acts 9:6). - How happy
then is the one with the right attitude who is presented with
she right information for he will most certainly act upon it and
be saved.

Turncoat Christian
Joe L. Connell

Mentjoned in the Bible are different persons who turned
from the faith they had once embraced. Demas and Judas are
'tvy‘o.' Peter writes warning us, “For if after they have escaped
the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again’ entangled therein, and
overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning.
For it hal been better for them not to have known the way of
righteousness, than, after they have knowa it, toturn from the
hply commandment delivered unto them. But it is happened
unto them accordmg to the true proverb, "the dog is turned to
his own vomit agam and the sow that was washed to her
wallowing in the mire.”” (II Peter 2:20-22). '

. Too many. present day Christians have become Turncoat
Christians.. Wiy ? ? ? May bg a study that was made of the
Korean war prisoners who had chosen to stay in Notth Korea
can help us understand and help the, Tutncoat Christians too.
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Twenty-one prlsgnzm ‘wgr?e’)ﬁpqn repaﬁ{ig‘ted The study
showed all twent§=onechad four hi ngs in"common.
1. Lack of love m‘tp;,hq@e_wlggg they were children,
2. Poverty.

3. Provmmahsm (an expressxon of :opinion or behaymr
réflecting: a -background .of lsolated
-experiencg).. - S

S b RN [ETIAE

4. Tlliteracy.

Now let us apply this to Christians who turn away from
e family of God. No doubt we will discoxer they lacked love
in theip family and someway the Chureh, not knewing ot under-
standing, may not have done: the best it-eould. = Yet how can
the Church be: totally blamed for the inner workings of the
heart of another man ? Spiritual poverty can easﬂy gause a laelt
of love and committment. L SR
Others apparently leave the Church’ because they qannot i
fid- thenmselves of certain opinions and “behaviour patterns
that resulted’ from thelr soéxal eﬂv:rbnment economical back-
grounds a ’

Fmally, sPlr;tua,l lllxtgracy qausps n:qagg to turn back
Educatlonal illiteracy refers to angane ten years of age or over
who is ungble to read and write in gny language. Spmtual
11111;eracy is anyone who is unable to read, write and talk in the
Mnguaga of the Bible, bccausg of . ]a,ck of knowledge. . In othe;
waords, a lack of Bible gay things in Bible. ways and terms

It .is never too late for a -citizen of the ngd@m of
Heaven ta 'be sepatriated. Jesus stands always at the doof
knocking.. . Whosoever will l¢t him, COME. - -
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W0rsh1p-Smg1ng

Shelby G.’Floyd b

“Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs; singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord.”
(Eph.. 5:19). ' In-our worship to-God we must do only that
which God has authorized .in“his word. (Matt. 15:9.) Singing
is authorized in worship to God but instrumental music is not.
God has commanded us to smg m our worshlp whlch not only
glonﬁes +him' but it edifies’man = L
w7 'In singing -psalms,’ hymns ‘and - spiritual 3"so'ngs", “! the
worshippers are -actually: spéaking to each other,”: The term
Speaking indicatés that.oned 16 use words in order. to - declarte
oae’s mind and- disclose:one’s thoughts. ‘Therefore, in singing;:
the: worshipp:ir .is ..conversing with-other w,orathp...rs throu.gh
the avenue of song. ; : ;

.- The parallel reading, i in, the book of Cglossxans .goes one
;;ep fn,rthcr and mdlcatf;s that in. our smgmg of psalms, hymns
and splmtual -songs, we.not,only, speak one to. -another, but.we
teach and admonish one another. “Let the word of Chnst
dwell in you richly in all wisdom ; teaching and admomshtng
one another in psalms and' hymns and spmtual songs, smgmg
thh grace m 'your ‘hearts to the Lord.” - (CoI 3: 16.)

. Today there isa dangerous trend in some of the churches
of Christ in havmg speclal quarters, etc., to perform during
the’ worshlp services.’ " When~ Paul said to the ‘Ephesians
“speaking to yourselves” he commanded each Christian to sing

‘and take part in the speaking, teaching and -admonishing of

edch other: Yourselves is & reflexive pronoun used fin this case
as a reciprocal pronoun: - Therefore, “the Ephesians - were to
sing to each other. This excludes the type of singing which
entertains while others sit and listen.

Paul not only specified the kind of music the church is
to have in its worship, which is singing, but he also specified
the nature of the songs. The church is to sing psalms, hymns
and spiritual songs, which therefore excludes every other kind
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of song. A psalm is a-pious song such as-'the psalms: of David
set to music. (cf. Thayer, pg. 675.) A hymn is asacred song
sung in praise of God. (cf: Thayer, pg. 637:), Spiritual . songs
is ‘a general reference to any religious song of ;?-,(Spit—i!::uﬁ];
nature.. 1n worship. to God, the only kind of music which is
authorized is singing and making melody in our hearts to the
Lord. When Paul said to sing and make melody, he excluded
every other kind of tiusic. oo

 While éveryone will admit that singing is certainly pleds-
ing in the worship to God ; some have tried to 'make it appear
that the phrase “‘making melody”’. which is conjoined ‘o 'sing?
ing, authorizes the use of instrumental music in‘tHe worship of
God. Therefore, 16t us make a ‘close’ exaniination’ ‘of ‘this
phrase “making melody.” It translates the wotd ‘psallo, which
it is true in classical ' Greek meéant: “To touch- ‘oi strike
a chord ; to twang thé strings “of - musical instruments so: that
they gently vibrate ; to play ona striniged - instrument; 1o play
the harp, etc. ; to sing to the miusic of the harp.” - But: Thdyer -
says in the New Testament it - means, “To sing:a:bymn;10
celebrate the praises of God in song.” (Thayer, pe. 678, v
" The child- of God“then is tdfisiigand’ make melody.
Fortunately, the apostle ‘Paul told ' us what- ihstrumen€sthe
Christian i$ to use in singing and making His melody. 1t ‘is ot
to be a melody played upon a harp, stringed instrument or-zn
organ, but it is a melody which is to be played in the
heart.

The phrase “in your heart” is dative of instrument.
Therefore the heart is the instrument in‘which one is to make
melody. The heart as it is used here denotes the centre and
seat of spiritual life. Therefore, when Paul said “make melody
in your heart” he meant that ' one is to-make ‘melody in, ‘“the
séul or mind as it is the fountain ‘and- seat of: the thoughts;
passions, desires, appetites, affections, purposes, endeayours,”’;
(Thayer pg. 325.) R TR

- If making melody means that one is to:play-on a ~mechar!
nical istrument of music, then everyone would be commanded
to do that, but very few ‘people have the ability to play a‘
musical instrument. But, it doesn’t mean that.:: It means that
we are to make melody in the inward man, the -heart,. which
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everyone hés: the ability to do.’ Everyone can sing and make
melody in their hearts to the Lord. This is what Paul had in
mind when he wrote to the Corinthians and said, “What is it
then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the under-
standmg also : I will sing' with the spirit, and I w1ll smg wrth
the understandmg also.” (I Cor. 14: 15)

Some have tried to uphold 1ustrumental music m worshlp
on the basis of the silence of the scriptures. Sllence, however,
does not. authorize anything. Concermng the silence of the
scm,ptures, N.B. Hardeman, the prince of preachers, said,. “For
about three dozen times in the old Testament. instruments of
musie, arg. mentioned in connection with the. worship of God
byt when. you turn to the New Testament, not three dozen
times, not even one time, is it thus mentioned,. showing beyond
the. possibility of a reasonable doubt that while it prevailed
thequghout: the :days of . David and Subsequent. thereto

" under Judaism, at the very institution, and inauguration of the
Christian dispensation and of the church: .-of the living, God it
was purposely left out. Therefore the silence of the scriptires
regarding, it certainly ought.to have some moment and some
weight upen those who.rely upon the New Testament”,. (N.B:
Hardeman, . Hardeman's Tabernacle Sermons, Vol. 11, pg.
268+269:). :

Stop and Think

S.D. Bittle

“Finally, brethren, whatsoever things, are true, whatspever
thirigs age honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things
are: pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are. of
good report ; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise,
think on these things. Those things, which ye have both
leatned, and received, and heard, and seen in- me, do : and the
God. of peace shall be with you” (Phillippians4:8,9). Our
Lord, while :creating. us, gave us: a blessing which made us
dominant‘over the other creations. - This blessing is a will or
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mind. The capability man has to reason intelligently -on his
own, the power to think, as implied in the text, -this 1s how we
bear the image of Chmst

A man is like a goldfish bowl, Whatever is on the msxde
can be seen without. As you thmk, you live. * “For as he
thinketh in his heart, so is he” (Proverbs 23:7). "The way
that a man conducts his life is the scrapbook of his thoughts.
He who determines to livea clean and pure Christian life must
first desire this from the depths of his heart.

" Note ‘next that the apostle Paul did net sdy “some
thmgs ” but “whatsoever things,”” meaning all things. In verse
9, we are:told to use that which 'was m;aught by Paul. Whﬂi‘z
are these teachings ?

" 1. Not to thihk too haghly of oneself ; “Let - nothmgbe

done through strife or vainglory ; but in ‘lowliness of mind let
each esteem others better than themselves™ (Phil: 2:3). -
" "2. To rejoice=here, T believe Paul shows the power oF
comfort which the gospel has for one whois about to be
tried for his life. But -only to ome who has made a
total commitment to Christ. He not only sejoices, but bids
others to rejoice also (Phll 4:4). “Rejoice in the. Lord. always.
and ‘again 1 say rejoice.” &

3. To pray —“Be careful for nothing ; but in everythmg
by prayer and supplication with thanksgnvmg let your request
be made known unto God” (Phil. 4:6). - Paiil was tefling us'
that instead of sitting and worrymg about anyt‘hmg to-take it to
the Lord in prayer and trust that all things work for the good.
He mentioned three components in the appeal to God :
PRAYER, the pouring out of an individual’s soul; SUPPLICA-
TION, asking the Lord of ‘our needs;. THANKSGIVING, we
should.not go to the Lord grumbling and- complaining, but
instead with a thankful heart for all the many, many blesmngs
which we have. :

Paul mentioned the things we have seen in Him that we
should exemplify.

1. An example of suffering for the belief we have in
Christ (I Cor. 11:23-25). “Are they ministers in Christ ? (I



20

speak .as. a:,fool) I am -more; in labours more abundant, in
stripes above :measure, in prisons . more frequent, in deaths oft.
Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one. = Thrice
was I. beaten with rods, once wasI stoned, thrice I suﬁ'ered
sh;pwreck a mght and a day Ihave ‘been in the deep.” As
Chr;stxans we should be proud ‘that we have the prtvnlege to
suﬁ’er fo,t: the cause of Chnst

P2 An example of determination. *Brethren, I count
not myself to have appretiended : But ‘ this -one thing I do,
forgetting those,. things which - are behind,. and reaching. forth
untosthése things which: are: before, I press . toward. the mark
forithe prize.ofrthe high callitg of God in Christ Jesus’ (Phil.
3:13,14). As Christians, we can never let sin knock us out.
It 'may knock us down, as we all sin (I John ;10) but we have
to: get upiand move forward. If we. keep loeking over our
shoulder, behind:us, we.will never:be able to make any progress.
That-is.why Paul says that he forgets those things which are
behind and presses on.- .

T3 Al examp]e of contentment. “Not that I speak in
fespect ‘of want : for T hive learned, in whatsoever ‘staté I am,
therewith to bé'content. .1 know both how to be abased, and I
know how to abound: every where and in ‘all.thi'ngs I.am
instructed. both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound
and .te suffer need. Lcan do all things through ‘Christ which
sttengtheneth me” (Phil. 4 ll -13). .Don’t grlpe to the Lord
or anyone. glse for the wants you have. Instead, thank the Lord
for what we. do have Look at the needs, of others and humble
yourself

A:person s good thoughts wnll make fora good life. " A
Well lived life makes for a heavenly blessing. Turn your thoughts
heavenward and enjoy-an inward peace: © “Thou  wilt: keep him
in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed:on thee because he

trusteth in thee”, C e
B .
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- The Antioch Chureh, -
An Example for Today

" Wendell Winkler
1 The Antloch Church was Blessed w1th Great Preachers

There were the prophets and teachers such:as: Barnabas
Sime_on, Lucilus, Manaen, Saul, Judas-and Silas. (Acts 11 :.26;
13:1;15:22, 32-35) Brethren, as “goés the pulpit’.so goes
the church !'Weak pulplts will resulf in weak churches.: . ‘Strong
pulpits will result in strong churches.- However, in the: eyes
of some preachmg is almost at the bottom of the.totem pole of
on the preacher’s points of concentration and. work, even in the
eyes of some preachers | The power of preaching cannot . be
overemphasized : (1) through "preaching men. are. .drawn to
Christ, Jn. 6 : 44, 45 ; (2)' through . preaching men are: saved,
1:Cor. 1 :21;(3) through ‘preaching God manifests h;s_word
Titus 1 : 3 ; (4) through : preaching ‘ faith is.. produced. in . the
human heart, Rom. 106:13-17. Seealso 1 Cor.9: 16

: ;,II-s’ The Antioch Church was sound in Doctrme St

' Certain men..had come.from. Judea to [Antioch and were
teaching that circumcision was binding. TheJ matter was not
handled by letting it “die of its own accord.” ‘Brethren, this
is not the way you deal with - error ! Error; like' Johnson grass,
must be handled from the. roots up. It must be reproved
exposed and expelled ! Now, in order. to. haqdle this’ questlon
-of circumcision it was determmed that . Paul and Barnabas and

“certain other brethren should go up. to Jerusalem “utrto the
-apostles and elders about this . question.” (Acts 15:2) Does
not this suggest that they were desuous of havmg aposto'hc
authority for all that they did ? And 50 must we

III. The Antmch ‘Church was Benevolent in'Heart:and. Hand

When the great famine came in the days of Claudius
Caesar the hearts and hands of the- Antioch disciples were
extended toward the brethren in Judea! Accordingly,
we read of the ‘Antioch disciples.” “Then the disciples, évery
man eccordmg to his ability determined’ to send.reliefiunto the

Voot
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brethren which dwelt in Judea ; which also they did, and sent
it to the elders by the hands of Barnabas and Saul.”” (Acts 11 :
27-30.) This response was not just a- mechanical action ;
rather, such was the spontaneous action of compassionate
hearts. After all, were they not all members of the same
body ? (i Cor. 12:13 ff.) Such benev»lence and generosity as
manifested by the Antioch brethren was reminiscent of the same
attitude  and disposition evidenced in -the Jerusalem church.
(Acts. 2 : 44, 45;4:31-37.) Too, such reminds us of .the
‘beautiful generosity of the maguificent Macedonians of 2 Cor.
8:1-5. Pure religion consists of assisting the needy. . (Jas.
‘1:27) Aswe have opportunity we are to do.good unto all
‘men, especially uato those of the. household of faith. (Gal. 6 :
+20.) The love of God does not dwell .in the heart of him who
does otherwise. (I Ja. 3:17.) One of these days God.is
going to divide mankind right down the middle, and one of the
decisive factors involved therein will be whether or. not
benevolence of heart and hand have been practiced. (Matt.
25 : 31-46.) -Brethren, this is not a plea for the social gospel :
rather, it is a plea for us to have benevolent hearts and hands
to assist people in their need so asto be able to reach their
“souls in converting them to Christ. Benevolence is to be
‘evangelism at work. - - :

"IV.” The Antioch Church was Liberal in Giving

Again we refer back to Acts 11 : 27-30 where the Antioch
disciples sent relief to the Judean brethren on the occasion of
“the great'; famine, thus illustrating their liberality - in giving.
Though the famine was to reach “throughout the world.””
Antioch did not reason. ‘Let us first see how severe the
famine is going to be with ourselves and immediate neighbours :
and, then, if we have anything to ‘spare we will send it to our
more distant brethren.”” They took . whatever risk, whatever
hazard, so as to be able to send relief to thgir brethren. What
faith.! What love ! what commitment ! It is interesting to
note that the most impressive example of - liberality took place
at the time (1) when much people were being added to the Lord,
Acts 11+ 24, and (2) when Barnabas and Saul had assembled
themselves with the church and were teaching’ much people,
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Acts 11:26, The pomt is thls llberallty always thnves in an
atmosphere of evangelism, and will b in direct prOpomon to
the teaching emphasis of the local church

V. Antioch was a Teaching church

The church grew out of teaching.- (Acts 11 : 19-21 )
Upon his arrival, Barnabas exhorted the church. (Acts 11 : 22,
'23.) Saul and Barnabas taught - the church for'a whole yéar.
(Acts 11 : 26.) There were teachers in the church. (Acts 13 ¢71.)
Yes, Antioch was a teaching church. And, they grew ! (Acts
11 : 21, 24.) Why ? They believed in the power: of:. the “word !
‘They believed in the power of teaching and preaching !
They had a mission program ‘“at home.” ;Antioch .was a soul-
winning church. It was an evangehstlc church. Correspondingly
it was a teaching church. There is absolutely no substitute for
teachmg

' o b

VI. Antloch was Mlssmnary in Outreach

All three of Paul’s missionary’ journeys' started from
Antioch. Are we not grateful that Antioch did nbt work on
the basis-that “charity begins at home”‘—-and stay there ? They
had an outreach to the unreached. Biethren, we must reach

- out or-fade out. If a church is not a missionary church; it will
soon be a missing church. Evangelism is the life of the ¢hurch.
It is evangelize or fossilize. Anychurch : that is-not ‘a mission
hurch will soon become a mission fild. When passion ' for
lost souls disappears in the local church God writes- “Ichabod”
over the portals. Yes, Antioch took ‘the great commission
seriously, -(Matt, 28 :18-20; Mk. 16:::15, 16.).- The early
church took the gospel to the then known world:.. (CoL 1 : 23.)
Marching beneath the -same orders and with the same gospel,

but with far greater resources and larger numbers, why cannot
we do the same !

-
"

CONCLUSION

As Antioch became the base for Gentile. eVaingellsm may
congregations of the Lord’s church throughout our great and
wonderful brotherhiood be the base of reachmg out’ m to the
areas of the world where Chnst is not yet RnOWn.

——e



What About Easter?

Dan Jankms

It may come as quite a shock to some to leam that Easter
does not find its begmmng with the resurrection of Jesus. In fact
nowhere in the New Testamentc an you find any evidence at
all that the festival called Easter was kept by the followers of
Jesus. The idea: that one special day each. year should be
reserved for celebratlon of His resurrection.is unknown: in. the
Bible and - violates the principle .of not.adding to the word of
God. (See Deuteronomy 4:2; 12:32; Proverbs 30:6; Revelatlon
22:18,19.)..

. Where did Easter come from 1f 1t is not of Christian origin ?

* In various pagan societies were found many’ festivals connected
with the advent of spring. - Among the ‘ancient Sumerlan
culture in Mesopotamia- exists ‘an early explanation of sprmg
Atcording- to this legend Tammuz (whose name means “true
son of the deep waters”) was married to Inanna (also called
Ishtar) the “mother: goddess”’.. When Tammuz died, Inanna
followed him to the underworld. Due to the absence of
Inanna «the earth lost its fertility, crops ceased to grow, all
11fe was threatened. When Ea, god of water and wisdom, sent

‘a messenger to the underworld they were allowed to return
from the realm of the dead six months each year thus the
advent of spring. :

This. ancient legend spread throughout the pagan world w1th
only slight changes in the account and the names,adapted to
fit. each culture. In Greece Tammuz - was called Adonis,
Inanna was .called Aphrodite. In Asia Minor they were Attis
and Cybele; in Egypt they were Osiris and Isis; in Sy.ria they
‘were Adon and: Astarte. »

- Each culture gave something to this festwal The Egyptlans
added the aspect of Tammuz being brought back in an egg.
When he emerged from the broken egg, spring had come. The
Persians, too, used the egg in celebration of their spring
festival. Chambers’ Encyclopedla states, “The ancient
Persm,ns ‘When they kept the festlval of the solar new year i1
March fnutually presented each other with coloured eggs ”

Among the Germans the practice was tohavea bonﬁre before
the advent of spring and then a sunrise service where all the
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people faced east to welcome the coming: of . spring.” : (Others,
because . of its fertility, added the rabbit to their celebration.)
When the sun arose a joyous: day followed with various rites
and games. A favourite. game among the children was the
finding of hidden coloured eggs, some of the eggs .were given
as an offering to the spring goddess and the others were eaten.

At its beginning the spring goddess in Germany was known
by the local name, Sunna. : When people from the east moved
to this area they. gave the name Ishtar to. this -deity. The
Germans pronounced it. slightly different, Eostre. As mor¢
and more people from the east moved into this part of Europe
the festival hecame more popular. . This is the background of
much that is commonly :associated with Easter today. .

_ As already. noted there is not one thing that would associate
Easter with Christ in the early church. = One must look - to the
beginning of the Catholic church to find Easter being a- part of
“Christian religion”. ~ ‘Following the .death of the -apostles a
gradual departure developed. In spite of repeated warnings
by Christ and the. apostles the early Christians were to find °
+their compromising spirit so polluted the pure religion of Jesus
that within a few hundred years little remained of the church
begun by Jesus. ' T P S L

‘When “Christianity”? spread. with real force into Germany the
-practice- of celebrating a spring festival was, centuries-old. As
Judaism: was a-problem in the first century church; and ‘many
wanted to adopt Judaistic practices into the infant .church sp
this pagan festival became a problem to the followers of..Jesus
in Germany. The first century church recognized - that the
religion :of Jesus has Jesus as king,: and not one thing could
.be added to the' church begun by Jesus without taking: Him
from the throne and putting their. own ‘wishes there. - Unfor-
tunately such a.spirit did not prevail in Germany. ' )

. The practice of thu apostate church was to be so. concerned
about numbers and growth that they tried to make the . religion
" of Jesus more attractive to the masses by adapting local pagan
customs in their own teaching. As the resurrection of Jesus
and the advent of spring were almost at the same time of the
year they simply brought over into the “Christian” religion
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that which ‘has no origin with Christ! ‘At the sacrifice of -
truth. theibunny, the eggs; the sunrise service were simply
accepted with only slight modification. -

-~ How tragic:it is that the Protestant reformation lost sight of
its original aims. There were many aspects of Catholicism that
were rejected, there simply was no authority for -them! How
unfortunate it is that all that finds its origin in the apostate
church was not laid aside! *-The truth of the matter is there is
just as :much authority for having Easter as there is for having
the'pope! ‘The very teason one could give ' for rejecting an
unauthorized pope could be given for rejecting the setting
Hside of one-day to’celébrate the resurrection of Jesus.

Before- you celebrate Easter as a' religious day I urge you to
study thef»ﬂihtter—Caréfully. T know of no ‘soiirce that would
indicate “that Easter was celebrated by the first c¢entury church.
The Biicyclopedia® Britannica: states, ' “There is no indication
of ‘the ‘observance of ‘the Faster festival in the New Testament
or iin. the! writings of the Apostolic Fathers.” Funk and
Wagnalls Encyclopedia says the following ‘about Easter, “It
embodies traditions of an ancient time ante-dating the raise of
‘Christianity.” - Later in- the same article it discusses the
goddess Eastre. “Her festival was celebrated on the day of the
vernal equinox, and traditions associated with the festival
‘survive in the familiar Easter: bunny, symbol of the fertile
tabbit,“and in the equally familiar coloured Easter eggs
‘origihially- painted with gay hues to represent the sunlight of
spring.” P

~ To celebrate Eastet as a religious festival is to follow'a pra-
btli:c that began, not with the resurrection of Jesus, but with the
‘goddéss Easter. Easter as a religious celebration is pagan
in otigin, it'is not a “Christian Holy Day”. - We need to honor
Christ in the way He teaches on the ‘day He authorizes and not
follow the Catholic church in simply adapting pagan practices
and éalling them “Christian”. - ' v
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“WE 'pON’T WANT TO HAVE ANYTHING TO
DO WITH THE CHURCH OF CHRIST”
~ J.C. Choate " -

Recently a ’l_)rother told me about an experience he had
with some denominational people who operated a printing
press. He. said ‘that on going to- them to check about some
ptinting costs that they responded by saying, “We don’t want
to have anything to'do with you people of the church of-
Christ.” :Another brother told me that his Pentecostal clas-
smates reacted in a similar fashion when he:invited them to.
worship. And on ‘and on I could go with other such- instances
which would indicate that for.some reason a 10t of. peo“pl,e‘ have
a disliking for the Lord’s church. But'why should this be ? ...

Please think with me for a few minutes. =~ Why wqpld “any-

ofte 1ot like the church of Christ 2 Why weuld they want tp
shun it, not have anything to do with it? What have we done
to cause such feelings on the part of our religious friends 7
Have we done them.some wrong 9 Have we hurt their feel:
ings ? Could it be that we are not teaching the truth 7 -Or
could it be fhat .they'ha\\rqsuch feelings because we are teach-'
ing the truth 2. , A
7" As far as 1 know we who are members of the church of
Christ love all people. We even love those who ‘disagree with
us religiously.. We try to be kind and friendly _with'all. . We
* encourage everyone to come and worship with us and to study
the Bible with us. If we differ doctrinally, we try to keepan
open mind and stress the importance of allowing God’s Word
to settle ‘all differences: We certainly do not desire to drive
anyone away from us, and especially from the truth. -
"1 suspect, however, that the real reason that a lot of
religious people don’t want to have anything to do with us is
because of what we teach. Not only that, but because of that
teaching we are unable to fellowship them and thereby they
feel rejected. ' But if we.teach the truth, and we are shunned
because of this, thenthat means that these people are not Jost
opposing iis but they afe opposing the truth and God him-
self.
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‘Doesn’t, this ‘remind us of the attitude the Pharisees
and Sadducees had toward Christ ? They found fault
with him, condemned his actions, rejected his teachings,
bitterly opposed him, and were even responsible for his death
on the cross. Why ? Because he condemned their religious
error, .pointed out their hypocrisy, and asked them to repent
and obey God. When we do likewise in.dealing with our
denominational friends of today we get the same response. It’
is the truth-that makes all the difference in each case. :

i1 To .create such strong feelings in the pgople of our own.
time :then the next question that would automatically come to
one’s mind would be, “What do you teach 7 We'try to teach"
the truth-in all'matters. = But all would say this. Then we will
be a little more specific. We accept the Bible and the Bible
only in.dealing with spiritual matters. (2 Timothy 3 :16,17).
We teach that every accountable being must believe and be -
baptized t6 -be saved (Matk 16 : 16), and that the saved are
added to tHe Lord’s church. (Acts- 2:47). ‘We teach that
Christ built the church (Matthew 16 :.18), on.the day of Pente-
cost (Acts 2), that ‘there is but oné church (Ephesians 4 : 4),
that 'he died for it t6'purchase it with his blood (Acts 20: 28);
that'he is the sayiour of it; (Ephesians 5 :-23), that he is the one
and only head of it (Colossians 1 : 18), that it wears the name
of Christ (Romans 16 : 16), and that its members are Christians
only. (Acts4:12; Acts 11:26; I Peter4: 16). We arc op-
posed td-denominationalism because this is of man and represents
division, whereas Christ prayed that we might all be one. (John
17 : 20-23). 'As Christians, we believe that we should meét on
each first day of the week (Acts 20 : 7), to worship God (John
4 : 24), through prayer (Acts 2 : 42), singing (Ephesians 5 : 19),
studying  God’s word (2 Timothy 2:15), partaking of the
Lord’s Supper (1 Corinthians 11 : 23-29), and through giving.
(1 Corinthians 16 : 1, 2). --Any otlier worship i§ vain and
according to the doctrines and commandments of men. (Mat-
thew 15:9). Andonandon we could go with many other
truths that are set forth in God’s word that we both believe
and teach and practice. ‘

Now it is because of such teaching that marks us and
distinguishes us from all others. It is also for this .reason that
our religious. friends often shun us, reject us, and even oppose
us. They don’t like us because we will not compromise with
them and have fellowship with them. - They accuse us of saying
that we are better than everyone else and that we are the only
ones going to heaven. . Actually, because of such statements
the hearts of many are prejudiced against us and this leads
. them to refuse to study with us when really they don’t know
who we are and what we teach. This is sad indeed.

i o (contd, last page)



.YOUR ATTENTION PLEASbi
- Radio Sri Lanka Broadcasts

ENGLISH—-—The Voice of Truth—Speaker : Regg‘i’e' Gnane-.
sundaram, .

All correspondence should be sent to The Vpice of T_tixth,
Post Box 3815, New Delhi 110049.

Sundays—10 : 15 to 10 ;: 30 P.M.

Tuesdays—9 : 30to 9 : 45 A.M.

HINDI—Satya Susamachar—Speaker : Sunny David.
All correspondence should be sent to Satya-Susamachar Post
Box 3815, New Delhi 110049,
Tuesdays—9: 00.to 9 : 15 P.M.
Thursdays—9 : 00 to 9 : 15 P.M.
Fridays—9 : 00 to 9 : 15 P.M.
Saturdays—9 : 45 to 10 : 00 P.M.

TELUGU—The Voice of Truth—Speaker : Joshua Gootam
All correspondence should be sent to The Voice of Truth,
Post Box 80, Kakinada 533001

Sundays —2: 30 to 2:45 P.M.

Mondays—2: 30to 2 : 45 P.M

Tuesdays—2 :30 to 2--45 P.M.

Wednesdays—2:30to 2:45P.M

TAMIL—The Way of Truth—Speaker 1 P. R. Swaihy

All correspondence should be sent to The Way of Truth,.
Post Box 3301, Bangalore 560033.

Tuesdays—5 : 30 to 5 ; 45 P.M.

Thursdays—6 : 45 to 71 00 P.M. i
Fridays—6 : 45 to 7 : 00 P.M. .

MALYALAM—The Voice of Truth— Speaker : Jolin Chandy.
All Correspondence should be sent to Church of Christ,
Thevally, Quilon —9 Kerala.
Tuesdays—3 : 45 to 4.: 00 P.M.
Fridays— 3: 45to 4.: 00 P.M.

ALL ARE ENCOURAGED TO LISTEN

.Bible Correspondence Courses and Christian Literature
are av ailable in these different languages from the addresses

listed
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I would like to encourage you to come and see us. Visit
with us. Don’t listen to what others say about us but come
and see and hear for yourself. If you don’t agree with us,
tell us wherein we are wrong. If you love souls, and believe
you are right, - then you should come and study with us and
teach us the truth. If you will invite us to come and study
with you then we will be happy to do so. Then once we learn
God’s will we can all obey it and be saved. What could be
wrong with that? For sure, we must take caution so as not
to end up in opposing the Lord and his church, but the only
way we can be sure is through a study of his word. We wish
to extend to you once more an invitation to come and study
the word of God with us. If you will, you will find that you
are among friends, that no one will forcz or pressure you to
accept anything. Then through our study if it is found that °
-you have the truth then we will want to accept that truth,
but if you should find that we have the truth then we would
hope that you would also want the truth and that you would
obey it. In either case, if we are honest and sincere with one
another, and with 'God, through such a study we should end
up being united in Christ and and his church. Surely that
would not be wrong but rather that would be good for all
involved. May God help us to so do.
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