


:1*@?ﬁ@@!@@@ﬂﬂ!ﬂigﬂﬂ@ﬁﬁlm@

YOU ARE INVITED
- To gttend the services of ﬂle church of Christ’ which
meets at: E L
’ ' E-10/B, Defeq’c‘e Coloqy o
_(Near Andrewsganj Bus Stop)
New Dellli
Schednle of Services - ,
Sunday—gg};r?:“:{hs)s) o 9.30AM
‘Worship ... .. 10,00 AM.
Evening service ... 5.30P.M.

Wednesday——Blble study . 6 00 P.M.
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FREE OFFER:!..

R‘ECEI’VE MORE THAN FORTY qBOOKS !
To help you to build your' own hbrary ‘of
Christian books at your home we are offering -
our readers more than 40 books Free !
To receive this offer of excellently - written
Christian books we ask you to send us by M.O.
Rs. 10/- only to help us to mail ‘you these
books Send at:

Church of Christ ..

Box 3815 o
(C-22, N.D.S.E. II)
- New Delhi-110049.
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Book Of The Month --

«SERMON OUTLINES JUST FOR YOU»
Vol. 2 is the book of this month. Last month
we sent you uolume 1 of this book. ‘We en-
courage you to-get volume 2 also by writing' to™
us. Remember to print your address clear and
send a postage stamp of paise 25 to enable us
for mallmg yonr copy.
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' * The Christian Home
“The hottie is ¢the world’s oldest - institution. It had its divine
origin in’ the- beginnihg, Seeing that it was not good for
man to be alone, God credted “woman as his ‘helpmeet. Then
. he‘said to them that they should multiply and replenish the
earth: (Genesis 2 :.18-25; Genesis 1:26-28). C
Most homes afe not Christian but the ideal home is, that
is, the father and-mother are Christians, and as the children
become accountable then, they likewise become followers of
Chest. ~ =~~~ '
"' In'a Christian home, Christ is the head of that household.
. He gives guidance and leadership to each' member of the
family. He is respected and honored. His influence is felt
in all that is said and done. Being members of the church.
of ‘Christ, God’s family, they worship the Lord on each first
day of the week but they ‘practice Christianity daily. They
lové one dnother, are honest, and work hard.  The members
are first class citizens.  They are appreciated by their friends
dnd neighbours in their community or village.’
. !The husband and father is the head of the family.
. (Ephesians 5:23). . He loves his wife and children. (Ephesians,
5:25-33). . He also gives spiritual leadership and discipline 10
its members. (Ephesians 6:4). _He, likewise works to make a
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living for his household, providing food, clothing, shelter,
medicines, and education according to the needs of each one.
a Tnmothy 5:8). In return, he is to be recognized, obeyed,
and respected as the head of his house or family.

The wife and mother is the weaker vessel. (1 Peter 3:7).
- She is to love her husband and her children (Titus 2: 4). She
is to recognize her husband as her head and obey him in all
that is good and right. (Ephesians 5:22,23; Colossians 3 18 1
Peter 3:1-5). She is to keep the house and see after the chlldren
(1 Timothy. 5:14).

The children are to love their father and mother, respect
them, and obey them in the Lord that their days. may be long
on the earth, (Colossians 3:20; Ephesians 6:1-3). .

Where the home'is a Christian home, the husband and wife
remaining faithful to each other, with each member of the
family discharging his or her duty, then this can be a foretaste
of heaven itself. There is such peace and happiness radiating
from such a home.that cannot be had in any other way. How
we need more of these kind of homes. ,

Sad to say, many homes are the very opposite. Marrjage.is
even frowned on in some parts of the world. Children are

born out of wedlock and the home itself is fighting for survival.

Those homes that are without Christ are just places where

- a family comes together to eat and sleep. The members have

 little in common. - There is a lack of genuine feeling and love

for one another. How long can they last under these circums-
tances?-

Now, based on the foregomg, of which home would you
prefer to be a member? I think you would -have to agree that
the Christian home would be far superior to-all others. If you
therefore do not -have such a home, let me encourage you
to begin to work toward the day that you can have one. You
can begin yourself by .becominga. Chrlstlan If you are a
Christian, or if you will become a Christian, and if you are
,already married, then you can encourage your wife to become
a follower of Christ. If you are not married then you can
marry a Christian or you can convert your future wife before
marriage. Then thh your children, or as they dre being born
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and brought up, you can apply the teachings of ‘Christ to the

.members of your household. As a result you: can have a
Christian home.

Where would the world be today without the sobering
influence of good Christian homes? I want to tell you the world
" ‘would be much'worse off without them. As a matter of fact,

how could the world survive without them? I am sure it could
pot. - o
. Again, have a home, but don’t just have a house or place
to live. Have a real home, a Christian home, and therefore
" care enough to have the very best. : ’

.. The Gospel As Taught In The
New Testament

The word gospel means glad tidings or good news. Christ,
‘after his death burial and resurrection and just before he was
lifted up into heaven, commanded his disciples to ““Go into all
the world and preach the gospel to all creation.- He who has
believed and has been baptized shall be saved ; but he who has
disbelieved shall be condemned > (Mark 16: 15 16). ‘

But what was the gospel or the good news that Jesus had
asked his disciples to preach to all creation ? Writing to
Christians at Corinth, Apostle Paul said: «Now I make known
to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which
- alo you received, in which also you stand, by which also you
are saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to you,
unless you beheved in vain. Fer I delivered to you as ‘of first
importance what 1T also received, that Christ died for our sins
according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and ‘that
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He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures.”
(1 Corinthians 15:1-4). This then is.the gospel by which they
were saved. The same writer, however, in 2 Thessalonians 1:
7-9, says, that wheh the Lord Jesus Christ will appear the second

" time to judge the world he will take vengeance on them “Who
do not know God and that obey not the gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ.” Therefore, we.all need to obey the gospel to be
saved. But how can one obey the gospel ?

" ‘Writing to Chrrstlans at- Rome, Paul said, “Do you not
know that when you présent yourseélves to someone as slaves
for obedience, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either
of sin resulting in death, or of obedience resulting in righteous-
ness ? But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin,
you became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching
to which you were committed, and having been freed from sin,
you, became slaves of righteousness.” (Romans 6: 16-18).
‘Thus we see that they had obeyed the form of the -t¢aching or
the gospel that Christ had. COmmanded “his- dlsmpias to! preaqh

or teach. -What should then‘be the ot of the gespel 7

To find about this we must first remember what the gospel
actually is. And we recall, as the Apostle * Paul said  in
1"Corinthians 15:1-4 that the: gospel of Christ is ; ‘that Christ
died for our sins, and was burigd, and he rose again the third
day according to the Seriptures. * Thus, these are the facts of
the gospel that Christ died for our sins, and was buried in
grave, and he rose again from the dead. Now,. when the
Apostle Paul wrote the Romans he said that they had obeyed
the FORM of the. teaching or. gospel to become slaves of
nghteousness or in other words. Christians, that is, they had not
actually died as Christ died, and neither they had been buried in
a grave actually and were raised from the dead as ‘Christ did,
but they had certainly obeyed the FORM of the same gospel,

A form means a shape, or mould, or likeness, ‘that which
plctmes or depu:ts the actual. Now read with me in the same
chapter of Romans about the same people as to what they had
done to obey the form of the gospel. The Apostle in speakmg
to , them says, “Or. do yqu not know.that all of us. who have
been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptlzed into his
DEATH,? T,hgrefore we'hays,begn BU,RIED with him thmugh
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baptism intd death, in order that as Christ was raised from the
dead through the glory of the Father, so we too nght walk in
newnees of sze For if we have become umted with him IN
THE LIKENESS OF HIS DEATH certainly we shall be also.
"IN THE LIKENESS OF HIS RESURRECI‘ION ” (Romans_,
6:3-5). ‘
Therefore we conclude safely that through baptlsm, which
is the form of the gospel, we can obey the gospel to be saved.
Because when one is buried in the watery grave of baptism he
thus pictures the death and the bunal of Jesus Christ and when'
he comes out of the water of bapt1sm he thus pictures the -
_resurrection of Jésus Christ. ThlS helps us to understand then
why Jesus said in Mark 16; 16 “He who has believed -and has
been baptized shall be saved ; but he who has disbelieved shall; -
be condemned.” I, therefore, plead with you to obey the gospel
-of Jesus Christ. ~Can we help you ?

N
i

From the Foundatlon to the
Full Buﬂdmg

- ‘Hebrews 6:1-3
: By Jim Bill Mclnteer
_ WHEN you build a house what.do. you expeet 2 Would
you think that various trades and services would do their res-
pective parts and eventually the house would be _complete asa
harmosious whole ? Would you think someone would lay the
foundation, anether: frame, another  wire, and another trade .

install the plumbmg ?-But suppose -riothing was ever erected but’
the foundation. - Would- this be satisfactory ? Conversely- spea-

king could you bunld a hou‘se uhless ﬁrst you - ‘had “the
foundation ? - .

Isn’t it true that the foundatfon is esscntlal but also a super
structure must be erected on top of this?

Knowing you would understand thﬂ pmture the Holy Splnt
guided the words of the Hebrew wnter, whoever he may have
been whether Paul or another, to say thatin Christ there is a



é

f‘oundatlon and in Chnst there is a continuing, Sohe sald in
Hebrew 6:1-3.

. The foundation prmc1ples are to be left and there must be_
a gomg on to perfection. A statement like this naturally intro- -
duces many questions. Some are : What do you mean by law ?
What are the essential first prmclples ? What is perfectlon ?
Answers are to be in the order of the questions.

Leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ : means. not
to drop, discard, annul but rather to rise from, You still rest.‘
on the foundation. But resting on the foundation to rise to.
prescribed heights. One commentator used the analogy "that

*you leave the arithmetic book but you never depart from its_
taught usage of the multlpllcatlon table.”

~ To forever stay with first prmclples invites disaster. You
have dome those things and so man says to himself “I am
complete.” Pride, selfrighteousness, Pharisees in all take there
abode if one is content to stay only on the foundation. Resting
on it, knowing it’s still true, essential, necessary, he rises to
further service in Christ. A man can’t stay on the first round
of the ladder and point - -the ceilings, but that first round is
necessaty in his upward climb. The A. B. C’s are essential to
literature but don’t keep saying them,

What are these basic principles ? There can be no better
- answer than to let God in the Holy Scriptures speak.

. Six are the ones He names and the first is “repentance from
dead works.” :

Repentanee is that change of mind one freely exercises thhf
the purposeful aim of holiness in view. -It is the ‘““cease to do.
evxl learn to do well,” ‘thought. It is a desire to divorce from
self and submxt to God. Repentance is more than" many:
thmgs sometimes named, It is more than confession- of sin,
more than SOrrow brought by sin more than tears, more than
. deep conviction, more than outward compliance with 'visible
facts. There is coupled with the above a conviction of sin, a
contrition of heart and an abandonment of sin, God becomes
the desired head—to his throne man bows,

~ “Faith toward God” is the second principle. Leave this—
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jes. Abandon it—never;-surely it is seen it means to rise with

* this eternal truth. The whole Bible exists that man may believe

that Jesus is the Christ (John 20:31). Faith comes by hearing

_ the word. Faith has been described by Milligan as “Firm

L

intéllectual conviction resting on submitted evidence.” Man is
moved to trust God. Without faith it is impossible to please
God. The impertinent will not be moved to trust the Lord—he
will not obey. ’

“The doctrine of baptisms™ was the third mentioned principle.
The use of the plural has bothered some since Ephesians 4:5
teaches there is “‘one Lord, One faith, one baptism.” Often
time the plural in daily conversation is used for the singular
that is in mind. Often times after a gospel meeting the prea-
chers are asked “how many. baptisms were there.” The inquiry
is not to-the number of different baptisms performed for there

. is only one but the number of people who responded to the

Lord’s expressed command. A man ‘to become a Christian
must be baptized, but he is not forever to sit at the side of the
water. Having been born again like any baby is, he is, now
expected to grow and mature. A -

The fourth fact was “the laying on of hands.” This was a .
sign indicating the bestowal of a gift, trust or blessing, It was
intended to show restrictions and ‘add solemnity and in its
appointive manner it did just that. No prescribed ritual is out-
lined by the Lord asto how hands were “lain on.” Several
times in Acts the action is accented. There needs be seriousness
and understanding of purpose. But the soldier is not to be
found forever saluting his superior officer, one day he must
translate this around respect into battlefield obedience.

'Fifth “the resurrection of the dead’ is itemized. Both good - -

and bad are raised; Christ is the first fruits of the resurrection.
By it, He proved everything. The Devil from the moment of
conversion until today ceases not to attack the resurrection.

"Instead of 52 times per year on the first day of every week when

the Lord’s supper is eaten, change has reduced it to an annual
special day affair. Baptism shows the  resurrection—so many

" have sought to change immersion. = The first day of the week

tells of the resurrection, man is encoyraged: to discard this day

and -accept the seventh when Christ was in the tomb. This
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leaves the resurrection and by “leaye” is meant. “dqp'arting.
* from?** . This -is not the type of leavmg the Lord had in-mind.:

. Sixth and lastly, the Holy Spirit speaks of “eternal ‘judg-
ment.” Some Judgments are temporary—SubJect to change
This one is 1rrevocab1e and eternal. - Itis necessary that vice be
punished and virtue rewarded. Judgment 1s of God.

These six things are essential but having been elther obeyed
expenenced or understood the Christian gues on; unto
perfection,” S . Coe e

This js accomphshed with the' help of God Thls becamns

_the Christian’s goal, this is his watchword From miilk. to
‘meat he advances. Jesus knows a fourfold- growth——-the younger
brothers of the elder brother nust also grow. ' One asked “if
there is to be no stalk and blade what good is the fqot el

Ever onward, éver ‘upward rising on 1h13 blessed foundatmn
the Christian builds the superstructure of perfection of God.
Christians cannot be satisfied with nominal religion. . Heaven
is not gained by just barely avoiding:Hell. It canmot be God
pleasing to adopt-the attitude “how l1tt1e may 1 do”——“what is
- the least possible and still gain - heaven,” Heaven is not held
with the clutching clawing fingernail margm But rather it is
an abundant entrance for which we -must strive. This. fuller,
richer, greater life is the Christian’s goal of perfection.

The World’s Greatest Questmn

by Rodney V. Rntherfor&

Quesnons form a larg: Dpart,. of. everyone S, speech From the
time a child learns to speak, his inquisitive mind forms questxons
As he grows older and entess school, he finds that questions are
asked. of him to test how much ‘he has 1earned Whén
matyrity is reached, questions are still 1mportant Thi'oﬂghtmt
life, everyone asks and answers countless questlons “Bat of ail

“the questions that have ever been asked, one is far more: impor-

_ tant than all the rest ! Its great importance lies ‘#n the fact that
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it deals with both time and eternity ! ! It is the question,. “Wh,at
must I do to be saved S

ERERE SN PR
* The Quiestion Analyzed AN SR

Smee the se;ven slmple words in this quesnon ax:e 50 1mpor-
tant let us examine .each one of them very closely.:. “What” is
aninterrogative pronoun.i- It means that: the one who asks
understands that he has to.do somethmg in order to, have salva-
tion. : “Must” indicates:that it is Bot a matter of opinion but
of requirement. I i§ a personal pronoun. -Itis a personal
question that each individual must ask for. himself. Itis not ~
a question: of what must God _or Jesus or, the Holy Splnt do.
They -have made salvation avallable (John 3 16). It is <17
who . must accept what they have done “D *isa verb It
requires action on the part of the mqulrer God hy HlS grace,

" has made our salvatxen possrble (Ephesxans 2: 8).f But 'we
order to recelve it. (Acts' :40). . “To

sought It 1mphes that the savmg 1s done by another, 1e
theLord e

R R PR SV ¢ R ‘ . o h

The Questlon Asked s

On, several oceasmns, the questton “What must I do to be
saved ? is asked in substanCe, in the New Testame‘nt “The
ﬁrst two tlmes was during: the earthly mlmstry of th’e Ford J esus.
Christ, A lawyer tried Jesus by askmg, “Teacher, what ‘shall .
I.do to inherit eternal life * Jesus referred hlm to the Law of
Moses since it was still in force at that time. “What is wrrtten

- in the law ? how teadest thoti 9 ‘Anid ‘he ‘answering ‘said, “Thou

shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy

soul a‘nd with all thy strength,” and with all ‘thy mind; and thy
neighbor as thyself.” And he said untd him, Thou hasqnswerd
right ¢ this do, and thou shalt Tive.”” (Luke 10:25:28). ' If one
loves the Lord with all of his bemg, he' will' gladly do all that

‘ the Lord requu'es of ‘him, (John 14:15; ‘Luke 6: 46; Aets 2'4”1)

On another occasion during Jesus™ mlmstry, a nch young
ruler came to him and asked, “What shall I do to inherit
_eternal life 7 (Luke 18:18-23; Matthew 19:16-22; Mark 10:17-
22).- Jesus told him to keep the.ten .commandments. . Jesus
had not yet died fo take the Law:of Moses.out of the: way.and

n
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therefote it was still binding on the people of Tsrael- during his
earthly ministry. (Colossians 2:14; Hebrews 8:6-13;2 Corin-
thians 3:4-11). When the young man replied, ““All these things
have I observed from my youth up,” Jesus said: “One thing
thou lackest yet: sell all that thou hast, and: distribute -unto the
poor, and thou shalt have treasure-in heaven: and: come: follow
me:” Jesus knew the young man: valued his possessions above
service to' him. “But when he heard’ these things, he became
exceedihgly sorrowful ; for he was very rich,” (Luke 18:22-
23). If we-are going to.be saved, we must put:servicato-God
above all earthly things. (Matthew:6:33; 10:37-39). -

But since Jesus died on the cross a new. law or coverant -is
in effect, (Matthew 26:28; Hebrews 9:15-17). We today live
under this new testament and therefore must look to-it for-the
-answer to. the question “What must we do to be saved 7 TPhe
first time since the inauguration of the new covenantthat this
question is asked' was on the Pehtecost day- following the death;
burial, resutrection, and ascension of the Lord: The Hoty
Spirit came upon the apostles as Jesus had’ promrked “Péter
preached to a great multitude which had assembled at the-sowrd
of the Spirit’s descent. (Acts:2:1-36). The hearers were “pricked
in their hearts” and cried out, “What shall we. do 77

The.next time the question is asked is in.the conversxon of
Saul. (Acts9;22,26). The Lord ‘appeared unto Saul on the
road to- Damascus. Qut of his new.conviction that Jesus was
the. Christ, Saul - cried, “What shall I do, Lord 7 The Lord
replied, “Arise, and go into. Damascus and. there it shall be told
thee. of all things which are appomted for thee ta do.” (Acts
22:4-10).

The last:time the questlon is asked as recorded in the S?:n-
ptures. is.in Aots 16. Paul and: Silas were in-prison in Phlhppl
At .midnight as.they sang and ptayed, there was an eartﬁquake
The jailos, fearing: that the prisoners. had. escaped, was about
to take his.own life. Paul stopped him and. the jailor fell down
before Paul and Silas and implored, ‘Sirs, what mustIdo to
be saved ?” o X
The Question: Answered

Three times this side of' the: cross, the: world’s greaﬁest ,
question is asked and the answer is recorded in the Seriptures.
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" InaActs 2, the Jews -on pentecost who -had heard and believed
" tReter’sisermon asked, “What shall we-do ?”” Peter commanded
" them to “Repent ye, and be baptized everyone of you .in the
name of Jesus Christ unto the‘remission of your sins.” (Acts
2:38). Did they obey ? The inspired record says, “They then
Ahat seceived:his word were baptized.” (Acts 2:41). ' ’
» When:Saul.of Tarsus was told to “go .into Damascus, ‘“‘he
atose and went. The penitent persecutor spent three -days
praying before the Lord sent Ananias to tell him what to do to
be saved. (Acts 9:9-11). What did Ananias tell him ? “And
now, why tarriest thon ? arise, and be baptized, and wash away
thy sins, calling on his name.” (Acts 22:16). “And he arose
.and was baptized.” (Acts 9:18). .

'fn Acts 16, when the 'Philippian jailor asked, “What must
-I do ‘to‘be saved 7" ‘he was ‘told to *““Believeon the Lord Jesus,
and thou ¢hall besaved,'thou and thy house.” {(Acts16:31).
Many ‘people stop at this point and infer that only belief is
required in order for one to be saved. But please consider the
whole context. Paul and Silas “spake the word of the Lord,
unto him with all that were in his house.”” (Acts 16:32). This
was necessary because “belieficometh by hearing, and hearing
by the word of Christ.” (Romans 10:17). The result was that
“He took them the .same hour of -the might, and washed their
stripes; .and was baptized, he.and 1la his, 1mmedlately (Acts
46 33)

“In each of these three examples of conversion ’recosded in
Acts, we Have seen that the inquirers wete ‘told to bélieve in‘the -
Liord Jesus ‘Christ, repent of ‘their sins, and 'be ‘baptized to-have
their sins washed away. ‘But what does:it:mean $o be-baptized?
Man§ are confised-on this pom!t and have been led o believe
that She: :manner in which one is baptizedds unimportant, ‘Wihat
doésithe: Bible. say ? God’s ‘Word-plainly teaches that: baptism
is burialin ; water. Itis.a likeness- of the death, barial, and
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. “We were buried there-
- fore with him through baptism into death; that like as Chrlst
was raised from the dead through the glory of - the Father, so
wé ‘also might walk in newness of life. (Romans 6: 4), The
‘baptism'that iGod requires is ‘a buridl ‘in “water.- Therefore
S‘pﬁ‘nk‘lln‘glor pouring are ‘not ‘aceeptabe-as: bwptlsm Those who
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liave’recelved sprmkhug or: pourmg’as baptism-‘have .not been
bap‘trzed “They are yet-i in their:siis. They need to farise: aﬁd
bebaptxzed and wash away theirsins.”. = .. oo G oo
«What ust T 'do to be saved 7 is- indeed the World’s gtea—
- test! questlon ’l‘he answer to“this - momentous questlon is given
by the Holy Spirit'in the Scriptufes three times for'those who
live this gide of the..cross of Christ. Those who "heatd and
believed-the gospel 'were told to.repent of" then' sins and te:be
bapfxzed for the ‘temission of their sins. . © . no g
! ’Havé you asked this’ great question ? If not}" you need« to,
for nothmg is more 'ital to your present and future happiness
than to answer this question correctly. Perliaps ‘you have agk-
ed this question but have received a different-answer than the
one found in the Scriptures. It is God who has made salvation
possible. We must accept it on His terms if we would, be saved.
Why not acpept God’s answer to this questlon today 2.

T

1

Is Water Baptlsm ESSentlal
To Salvatlon‘?

By Kenneth G. Chambers

The salvationi of the “soul should be the utmost concerti: of
every man. Jesus asked, “For what is a man profited;’ {if he
shall gain.-the, whole world, and lose his own, soul? or what
.shall a man give in exchange for, h1,s soul?”’ (Matthew 16 26),
Reeogmzmg this. importance, . and knowmg the -many ways

“which, man has taught that this. salvation, ;.can, be. received,: we
want to study: with: you one of: the more. controyersial subjects
'among rehglous .groups;water baptism. :Most. every: religious
‘group that' professes faith'in  Christ and endeavors: to:'follow
‘his teaehings J'teach’ and ‘practice some' form of water baptlsm
for one purpose or another

One needs only to read Matthew 28 18-20 and Mark 16 15-16
to ]earn that baptlsm is a New Testament subject Furthet;
mVestlgatlou of the subject from: Romans 6:4 and Colossians
2:12, shows this baptism is a burial (immersion). When, we read
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Matthew 3:13-16 along with Acts 8:26-39, we learn  this burfal |
is in water. Therefore, water baptism' is'a Bible subject'and
must be understood correctly to be properly administered.

It is the conviction of this wiiter that many who have endea-
vored to teach the need of “water baptism have been unable
to show the real significance of it. For this cause, they have left
many sincere people confused and 'preju'diCed. ‘As a result of -
this, many have placed the wrong emphasis on: water. bap'tlsm
To get a proper understanding of the subjéct,” and o see
the connection water baptism has to ‘the saivation of the soul,
I want to first discuss, what water baptxsm does* not do

" Water Baptism Is Not

For Cleansmg The Body

In 1 Peter 3:21, the- apostle Peter compares water baptism to
the saving of Noah’s family from the -destruction of the flood
and says,. “The like figure wheteunto even baptism doth also
save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the
" answer of a good conscience toward God) by the resurrectlon
of Jesus Christ.”

Water Baptism Does Not .
~ Turn Man FromThe = = '
~ Practice of Sin _ i
Turmng from the practice of’sin, takes plaoe when one repents
In order for one to be a subject for bapttsm, he must have
repented - :

“Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that .
God hath made that same Jesus whom ye crucxﬁed both Lord
and Christ. Now, when they heard this, they were pricked in
their heart and, said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles,
men and brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter said unfo
them,Repent and be baptized everyone. of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, ‘and ye shall recexve
the gift of the- Holy Ghost.” (Acts 2 36-38)

‘Repent ye therefore and be converted (Acts 3 19)

.“And the times of thls ignorance God winked at, but now
commandeth all men everywheré to repent.” (Acts-17:30).
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Jesus said, “Ltell you, Nay but, exeept ye xepent, ye shall ail
likewise perish.” (Luke 13:3).

T Water Baptlsm Does Not
Remove Temptation

In Matthew 3:13-17, we learn of* Jesus’ baptism. Then, in
‘Matthew 4:1-11, we are told of his temptations in the wilder-
“ness. Further study shows us that the: apostle Peter was. con-
‘fronted by the apostle Paul in Galatians 2:11-16 because he
preferred the Jews over the Gentiles. . Both of these illustrations
- shew- us clearly that temptations remain even after water
baptism. James 1:14, teaches “But evéry man. is tempted when
he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.”

Water Baptism Does Not
) Assure One of
Eternal Salvation
Just because one’ has been ‘baptized and forgiven of his past
-gins is no guara.ntee that one will not sin and be lost. Ta
inherit eternal life, one must live faithfully until death. (Revel-
- ation 2:10). '

A Christian can 50 sin as to be etemally lost. If not, why did
Paul warn the Cormthlans, “Wherefore, let him that thinketh
he standeth take heed lest he fall,”

( Corinthians 10:12).

Paul instructed Timothy to, “fight the good ﬁght of falth
lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also called and
hast proféssed a- good profession before many w1tnessess i
(I Timothy 6:12). :

Paul even exammed himself and made sure he never became
a.cast away after preaching to. others. (1 Cormthlans 9~27)
Seeing some of the things . baptlsm 'does not do, and i is not
for, one needs ta understand what, the Bible' does’ say that
‘ shows water baptism is essentnal As we. examine this, we will
do so by asking and answering a few questions whlch wxll
show the true significance of water baptlsm

Is Water Baptlsm A
Promise Or A Command?
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If it is a promise, then no ene‘'would everineed to be baptized
but would receive it at the proper time as a fulfilment- of the
promise; But, on the other hand, if it isa commandto be
obeyed, then we have no choice but to- obey. In Matthew
28:18-20, Jesus told the apostles that he had been given:all
power (authority) both in heaven: and in earth. They (apostles):
‘were instructed to *“Go-and teach- all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and'of the Son and of the Holy
Ghost: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I Lave:
commanded you...” ‘
Jesus. commanded the apostlesto go teach and baptize and
this baptism obviously means they were to command people
to be baptized. Acts 10:48 further proves this point. In that
passage, we are told that Peter commanded Cornelius and
his household to be baptized in water in the name of the
Lord. -
_Therefore, we must conclude that water baptism is a command
of God to be obeyed and because of this, it is essential to
salvation. S A o
Can We Go To Heaven
And Disobey The

Cominandments of Jesus?
Reading from Hebrews 5:8-9, we learn, “Though he (Christ)
weré a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he
suffered; and being made perfect, he became the author of
efernal salvation unto all them that obey him.” ‘“Romans
6:17-18 says “But God be thanked, that ye were the servants
of sin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine
which was delivered you. Being then made free from: sin, ye
became the servants of righteousness.” Romans 6:1-6, tells
quite clearly how they died to sin. A look at Matthew
8:18-20 and Mark 16:15-16 shows that baptism isa command .
of Jesus. Hence, since Jesus is the author of eterndl salvation
to them that obey him and baptism is his command, water
baptism is essential to eternal salvation. o

Is It Possible To. Haye

Salvation Separate From

The Blood Of Christ?
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Ephesians 1;7 says, “In whom (speaking of ~Christ), - we have -

redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, accor-
ding to .the riches of his grace.” Colossians .1:14 says, “In
whom (Christ) we have redemption through his blood, - even
the forgiveness of 'sins.”” The Bible also declares, “And from
Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten
of the dead, and the Prince of the: kings of the earth. Unto
him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own
blood.” (Revelation 1:5),

~ Seeing then, that the blood of Christ is necessary to redem-
ption-and the forgiveness of .sins, you need to know how we
contact this blood? In John 19:31-37, we learn of the piercing of
Jesus’ side while he was hanging on the cross. At which time
came there out blood and ‘water. Therefore, the blood of
Clhirist was shed in his death and when we contact his death,
we reach his redeeming blood “Know ye not, that so many
of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into
his death?” (Romans 6:3). Since the blood of Christ is essen-
tial to salvation, and his blood was shed in his death, and we
‘are baptized into his death, it follows that water baptism is
~ essential to salvation. ‘

Is It Possible To Have Saivation Séparate From Christ?

“Therefore I endure all things for the elect’s sake, that they
may also- obtain the salvation which isin Christ Jesus with
eternal glory.” (2 Timothy 2:10). Blessed be the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us. with all
spiritual blessings in hesvenly places in Christ. » (Ephesians 1:3).
“Jesus said unto Thomas, I am the way, the truth, and the
hfe no man cometh unto the Father but by me.” (John-14:6).
Because _salvation is in Jesus and in him are all spiritual
blessings, and he is the way to God it would be impossible
to have salvatxon separate from him., -
How do we get into Christ? Here'is the answer: “Forye are
all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many
of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on
Christ.”” (Galatians 3:26-27). Since we are baptized into Christ
and salvation is in Christ, it follows that baptlsm is essential
1Y salvatlon.
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Can One Go To Heaven Without Having His Sins Forgiven?
Isaiah 59:1-2, teaches that' one’s iniquities separate him ‘from
God: Reveldtion 21:27 says, “And there’shall in -nio wise enter
into :it:' (heaven) anythmg thdt deﬁleth neither whatsoever
worketh: abomination; or maketh'a” lie: but they - which are
written in the:Lamb’s book -of life.” - Since sin separates from -
God and!those separated fromi God cannot enter heaven, in
what act of obedience does one: réceive ‘the forgiveness of sin?
Peter gave the answer to this question when he said: “Repent
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ
for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the
Holy Ghost.” (Acts 2:38).

¢“And now why tafriest thou?  arise; and hebaptlzed and wash
away thy sins, callmg on the ‘hame of the Lord.” (Acts
22 16)

In baptrsm, we have remlssxon (t‘qrglveness) ot‘ sms and .our
sins are washed ‘away, at the .same time in the blood of Jesus,
Sm cannot enter heaven, therefore, water baptrsm is essentlal
to salvatlon i :

Can One Be Saved 0ntsrde of The Body Which Is The
Church Of Christ?

*And the' Lord added to. the church darly such as’ should be
-saved.” God-adds-the saved to the .chur¢h ‘which is the body..
(see Colossiafis 1:18; Ephesmns Is 22-23‘) Chrlst rs the !savrour
of the bedy. (Ephesians 5 23) :

Therefore, since the saved are added to the church and the
bbdy and ‘the church afe the’ sapie thmg, and Chnst is the
savxour of the" body, 1t is lmportant for one to know how he
can get into that one body o

“For by one Splnt are we all baptrzed mto one body, whether
-we be Jews or Gentlles whether we be bond or free ... The
cpnclusron thcn is, smce one is baptlzed into the body, which
is . the- saved, ‘water baptism- is essential for salvation. This
baptism-is ‘‘by one Spirit”’.because the Holy Spirit directs:us

to be baptlzed in water to get into the one body where we: can
be saved. . A . )

LS

]
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: #Conelusion LT T
From all of dhe =above :guestions and ﬁor@mural answers, we.
van safely and correctly arnive- at the ;conclusion .that water
baptism :is the 3¢t of obedience wherein -one goes.from an
ansaved state to a:saved statp, just as . the .maxriage. carerhony
is the act which changes ¢me’ from the single state toithe
marniage state;: May God help us o >humble ourselves:to his
willl in this life that-we may live -with him<n-glory.
if- you have not beén bapﬁzed into Chtxst piease coutaét us.
We wﬂl be happy to assist’ you. -

A sturdy of 1 Timothy 2 8
Chailes’ L. “Sattenfiéld

In recent months we have witnessed a great deal of confu-
sion concermng whether sor o6t women can lead prayerin
private devotionals. 'Muth of “this confusion stems from ‘a

" misunderstanding of the context in1 Tim. 2 : 8. In this article,

1 shall discuss two major mlsunderstandmgs that are commonly
made frioin &his veise..: : R

Fn'st of all, many mxsunderstand the asagerof the Greek

word gner ind Tim. Some of onr-hirethren conténd that in this
. comtext it refegs to both sexes and. not justito:the male, Those
advocating.: this position usually appeal to such passages.as
James 1:8,12; Romans4:8 and 1<Cor. 13: 11 as proef.
H,owever these passages shed little hght on how the word.is
used in.the context .of I Tim, . We can never isolate a word
from 1ts ongmal context and re@ch a proper conclu&on A word
may mean something in one context and have a.different con-
notation in another. - To remove a word from its orxgmal
eontext is to 'opeh thg ﬂoodgates to countless false interpreta-
tions, This, I am afraid, is ‘what many of us are guilty of
doing in 1 Tim: We must-allow %the context of I Tim, to decide
wiligt the 'Greek worll aner -means. If we -do-this, we will see
_that: it " pefers ‘only sto the male Sex. He’a:efme my feaxonsm‘er
eiting such aposition, .

Flrst if Paul wanted to mean that the male and fbma?le
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could pray “in-'every-place”, He would have-used thé word:
‘antfiropos (meaning mankind i genéral, ‘both male ‘and
female)-instead of aner.- The- apostle had already‘earHer used
anthropos in- T Tim: 27 T, 4 In-these- two- verses:it. is- obviods
that Paul’ means ‘both sexes: A’ casual -reading of them wilp
indicate:such.  Yet; why: does Paul’ charige words-when He'gets
down to verse:8:? The onfy suitable: answer is that Paul wanted
to make a distinction: between:- tmatﬂ‘em'eli - geneml (anthropos)
and the male sex- (aner) S :

Second the word aner 1mnear1y alloﬁ its usages refers tQ
the male sex as opposed to the female. Here are just a few
examples : Matt. 14 :21; 15:38 ; Luke 1 34 ; Acts 8 : 3;12:
17, 12.and I Cor. 11 : 3,7 These passages make acfear disr
tinction between the male and the female However, this - ‘
argument does not,prove that aner is used thxs ‘way m I Txm ‘

Third, whenever the word: amer (man.)mused wn:-h a'fosai
of the'Greek:word guno (femak) # always: refers to: the ‘male
sex.. Thereare Many passages that. wilk beyondiany- reasonable
doubt: bear this out. (Aets:s 14y » 3y 125902, 2245
Rom; 7':2; T Cor. 7 :'1:3 : I¥; PP 315 Eph 5: 28) Sﬁice
Paul used aner with "guno in. ¥- Tfm Csee’2 8 149 5 9)’
obwously must refer to the male-sex. '

" Fourth, Paul used a form of 'the word’aner in* chapter 3to
refer-to the husband' (I Tith. 3': 2, 12). ‘The word aner in this
chapter cannot refer to the female sex, nor can it apply to
both sexes. : :

Flfth, the context of chaRter 2 wxll ,show us that aner
applies only to the male sex. -In verse 8, .the’ oontext 1s referrmg
to the male. This can be recognized by "the comparison Paul
makes in verse 9. Paul is contrasting the. male and the female.
The male in verse 8 has certain obligations. to fulfill. The
female in verse 9 (inJike manner) has obhgatlons The, male must
pray “in every pTace” and the female must dress in ‘“modest
agparel”,' etc...

Sixth;, the - ﬁnab and most’ convmmngg pmof is seen:im verse
12. This, without question, reveals: that Paul used the wotd:
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aner to refer to the male sex as opposed to the female. Paul
states, But I permit not a. woman . (guno) to teach, nor to have
~ dominion over a man (aner), but to be in quietness, A.S.V.. To
assert- that ‘aner refers to both sexes in this passage is totally
absurd, - .Paul was not saymg that - “I permit not a woman
‘(female) to, teach, nor to. have dominion over a man. (maleior
female) -but to -be in quietness”. Such .an application is to
disregard all rules of Biblical mterpretatron

Therefore, we must conclude that Paul in' I Tim. 2 8is
saying that the male sex, - as opposed to the female must pray
“in every p]ace In the second place, " a lot of our brethren in
trying to justify allowing glrls to lead prayer in pnvate devotlo- ,
nals or in a chain prayer insist that I Tim. 2 : 8 refers onIy to
the “assembly”. This, too, is stretchmg the context to fit one’s
own preconceived notion. It is very clear that the context of 1
Tim. is not speaking just about the assembly Here are my
reasons for stating such a conclusion.

" First, there is nothing in tlie context that states Paul is
refemng only -.to: the assembly.- If-so, where is the passage.?
Second, the reason why Paul wrote: the epistle ‘was to instruct
Christians how they should behave in the-“house of God, which
is the church of the- living: God”, I Tim.:3 : 14-15. :Paul was
not wntmg those things to direct’ us how .we should behave.-in
the “assembly” or the “church burldmg” even though that is
oertamly included. He was- wntmg to show us how we should
hve in all aspects of life.

Thll‘d the context of chapter 2 wxll not allow such an
interpretation. In verse 1 and 2 are we to pray for kings and all
- that are in a high place only in the assembly ? Could we not

pray for them in the privacy of our own homes ? or' in a pnvate
devotlonal ?' 'In verse 9 are women to dress in modest apparell
only inside the assembly ? Is it alnght for them to dress as
they wish, outside the- assembly ? In verses ‘{1 and 12are.
women to have domrmon oyer the man only in the assembly ? -
I it permissible for them to usurp man’s authority in private
devotionals 7 Certainly, we see that these restrictions apply to
all walks of life and not only'to the - assembly "To state other-
wise is. to misg the context. -
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+Fourth; Paul expressly states - that menareto pray “in: every.
place” (verse 8). How can this: apply’ enly to the dssembly ?
This restriction refers - to .all. places, nnder all circumstances.

" Women, ecannot.lead prayer m,(pnvate devotionals or ,in the
assembly: . .. . - . SETUTI

In- conclusron we have established ' two’ 1mportant trdths
from’ I Tnm 21 8.7 1. “THe greek” word aner refers to'the ritale
sex, in oppOsltlon to the female. ‘2. This divine restriction
apphes ‘to privateL devotionals a5 ‘well as a-mixed assembly.
Therefore we cannot justify - the' hScriptural practice of wotnen:
leadlng prayer m pnvate devotlonaflxs >fmm I Trm 2:8.

L’

L »Ha:r;c"tfchifig‘Tﬁé“Héaft |
' Shelby G. Floyd

Dumng the mrmstry, of Chnst, multu;udes of people heand
hlm preach the wonderful words, of God. A few believed, . but
most of them _believed not. Concermng those _people who
heard fnm and beflevegl not John, the apostle, made the féllow-
mg observatlons .“But. though he had done so many mlracles
before them, yet they believed, not ont him : That the saying of
Esaias the prophet might be fulfilled, 'which he spake, , Lord
who hath believed our report ? and to whom hath the arm of
. the Lord been revealed 2 ‘I‘herefore they. ‘could not beheve,
becatise that Esaias sagd again, He hath blinded their eyes, and
hatdened | thelr heart ; that’ they should ‘ot ‘see ‘withtheir eyes;
nor’ unde:stand with' theif Téaft, dnd 'be convertéd, and 1 shoulé
l:teall them These’ thmés smd “Biaias, When he saw h&s gldry,
and spake o?‘hlm i (Jno 12 X ‘3"-41 O, > i

© We obServe »ﬁtst that-'in &plt&) sbf the many mtraeles whxoh '
Jesus ’perfétme& openly before: the people, yet they kept:omnot
betieving ot ‘htm “""Bhat is; they Tejected the miracles which
confirified his ' 'word -atid his idémtity ds the divine Sow of Godt
Theiap@sﬂe Johh .ionly: records:soven: miracles. .perfonmed by
'Chtist; bt these sevén ‘were typical. of albthe miracles which-he
did-perform; which were manys; great! and vasied. Jeésus healed
the Sick, raiséd the  dedd; -cléansed ‘theilepers|: gaye: isight 40
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the bhnd and jn many: other types of 'healing mrraoles gaVe
evidence that. God was with him., -

The purpose for mn‘acles’ ‘being ‘performed by Jesus and

others was two folds (1) to confirm the word of God as bemg‘

_inspired and authoritative, and (2) to cause men to bélieve in
God’s; word by producing sufficient evidence..that word was

from God. In fact, the key passage.in the gospel, acoordnng to.

John, is . found near the end of the book “And many other

not,wrltten,m tht_s book < -But Lhese ,/are. wrttten, that ye mxght

believe that: Jesus is :the Christ, -the- Son -of God ; and that

- believing ye might have life through his name.” (Jno.20:
30-31.) We observe that the purpose of the miracles which are
written in the Bible is to cause faith or belief that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son’ of God, in- order. that we mlght have eternal life
in his name.

In likemanner, the mlracles whxch were performed by Christ
and his apostles to  the ' people Tiving' during that time had the
same purpose, that is, to co’nﬁrm the word-and to cause men to
beheve. _ “So then after "the "Lord had spoken unto them, he
was recelved up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God.
And they Went forth and preached every where, the Lord work-
ing with them and conﬁrmmg ‘the word wrth s1gns followrng
(Mk.' 16 19-20) ’

Now to those who were “sincere and of honest ‘heart, these'
miracles aeoomplrshed exactly what they were desrgned to -
accomplish, They accomphshed fa,rth in ‘Jesus Christ as the Son '

of God. For instance, Jesus performed his first ' ‘miracle at a
marriage feast in Canna of Gahlee (Jno 2:11) Sometlme
later those who had seen thls mlracle were, in J erusalem dutmg
the Passover, and John says, ‘...many believed in his’ name,
when saw the miracles - which he did.” . (Jmo.- 22 23) In
likemanner; if we are sincere and have open-our honest hearts,
the. miracles which ‘are: written. in. -the Bible will also produce
fanth in our hearts that Jesus is. t;he Christ the Son of God..

" ‘But feturning ‘back. to. -our text,..in-Jno. 12 : 37, the Bible
says that they believed not even though he had done so- many
miracles: ‘before them. - Jesus performed his -miracles openly
befote the-people. ... They:were not. something.done in a corner

‘
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or hidden from popular view. Yet, in spite of all these miracles,
there were certain people who kept on not believing on him.
The present tense of the verb “believed not” indicates that.it
was a settled and stubborn refusal to accept his message. And .
yet, the rejection of Christ and his message was a fulfillment of
‘the prophecy of Isaiah who said, “Lord, who hath believed our
report? and to whom hath thie arm of the Lord been revealed?”
(Jno. 12 : 38.) This is a quotation from Isa. 53 : 1. A report
is a message, and here it refers to the message, of the Old
Testament prophets which pointed to Jesus Christ as the divine
Son of God. Therefore, Isaiah asked the question, “Lord, who
hath believed our rcport or our message ?” The answer bemg
implied that not very many would believe that report. Then he
also asked, “And to whom hath the arm of the Lord been
revealed 7 The arm of the Lord stands for the power of the
Lord, and so in essence Isaiah is sxmply asking, “Lord, who
will believe our message, even when it is confirmed by the Aarm
of the Lord through miracles, signs and wonders. 7’ '

The Jews who had heard Christ, rejected him, and therefore
they rejected the report of Isaiah and other inspired prophets.
‘which pointed to Christ. And they also did this in plain view
of the fact that God had extended his arm’ through the miracles
performed by Jesus Christ.

Several: years later, Paul, the -great apostle to the Gentlles,
found that the gospel report which he preached was also being
rejected by the Jewish population. He applied the same pro-
phecy of Isaiah to the people of his day. (Rom 10: 16-17.)
The .reason they had not all obeyed the gospel was because
their hearts were hardened, they were prejudxced and they had
~ rejected the word of the Lord. )

Religious Quacks
) Wayne Jackson '

Human nature is basicaly always the same. In the Ist centﬁ:y
there were those who “In covetousness” and “with feigned
(fabricated) words” made merchandise of innocent Souls. (I
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Pet. 2:.3). Indeed, then, even as. now, - there were those
religious -parasitées who operated on the base premise that
- “godliness is a way of- gain,” (I Tim. 6:5)and hence, like
- Balaam of old, relished - the hire of wrong doing. - (I Pet.

24 15).

‘Ou‘r own age particularly éppeats to have fallen prey to
these scandalous scavengers. One such nationally known
vulture is Oral Roberts. According to an interview granted to
LIFE magazine a few years back, when Roberts settled in
Tulsa,. Oklahoma, in 1947 he had $25 to his name. Within the

_ past 25 years, however, he has propelled himself to. the status
of a multi-millionaire through'his phoney “healing” enterprises.
After he had virtually milked - dry ‘multiplied thousands of
“jghorant “holiness” people, he donned the mantle of “rehgloils
respectability”” by joining the Methodxst ch‘urch ! '

‘It has been modestly estimated that there are in the nelgh-
bourhood of some 200 “organized big-time religious rackets in
U.S:A. and their number is growing. A chief U. S. postal
inspector -declared : “Judging .from the number. of investig-
ations we are asked to make by persons who claim that.they
: have ‘been defrauded - through the use of the mails (‘Ftiends,
* keep those love offerings coming in’) by faith : healers,
coniributions to - these groups must total many millions of
dollars annually.”

- A recent article in a national magazine told something of
the financial empire amassed by radio - cultists Herbert A. and
Garner Ted Armstrong. It was revealed, for instance, by a
check of Internal Revenue Service records, that in 1971 alone,
Armstrong had received almost $33 million in contributions!
Herbert A. Armstrong lives in a-servant-staffed $200,000
Pasadena, California, homs, wears $2,000 diamond cuff lings,
and ilys all over the world on his self-serving: missions in his
privately owned, stewardess<staffed $3 million jet plane. He
even has a salt and pepper shaker set that cost $12 000 (Isn’t
th‘at sptcy??? 1) ‘ :

_ In marked contrast to these twentteth century charlatans,
the Lord Jesus Chnst who truly possessed the Spll‘lt without
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measure (John 3 : 34),'and who went -about doing good to his
contemporaries (Acts. 10 : 38), did not éven have a place to lay
‘his head. (Matt. 8 : 20). And when apostles Peter and John
were asked for money by a lame beggar, Peter’s reply was:
“Silver and gold have I none...” (Acts 3: 6). Obviously, Peter
was not of the Robems/Armstrong variety. Oh that duped
-multitudes would see the truth! - :

It is not, of ¢course, sinful to. be supported while engaged
in the genuine proclamation of the: gospel, Jesus taught Ins
disciples that they were worthy of such support as they went
forth proclaiming the word. (Matt. 10: 9, 10). And  Paul
eloguently argued for the right of ministers of Christ to‘*‘fé@e-
bear' working” (i.e., secularly) and to thus be ﬁnanciai‘l’y
sustained that full time might be devoted. to- teaching (I'¢ Cor
9), but this is a far cry from. the" creoked and callomed enter-

: ptlses described - above =

J’0y In Heaven
By Wllham P. Smotherman

T am sure that too often we: preachets havé omltted a most
important” fact .in preaching on the necessity of repgntance,
How many times have we used our sternest, even. harshest,
voice as we called -on people to repent. We have warned them
that if they do not repent they will be lost. Of course, this is

.trae.’But the thing we neglect to say is written three tifues in
the fifteenth chapter of Luke, Jesus ended ‘the parable of the
lost sheep with this sentence: “I say unto you, that likewise
joy shall be_in heaven over one sinner that repenteth,
more than over ninety,and nine just persons, which need no
repentance.” Then he closed the. parable of ‘the lost coin like
this: “Rejoice -with me; for I have found the piece which I
had lost. Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence
of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.” The
story of the prodigal son has wrltten all over it the j Joy of the
father because of the penitence, and return of ‘his younger son,
“But the father saxd to his servants, Bring forth the best robe,
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and put it:on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on
his feet : And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it ; and let
us eat, and be merry: For this my son was dead, and is alive
~ again; he was lost, and is found. And they began to be -merry.”
Now listen to the closing statement : “It was meet that we
should make merry, and be glad : for this thy brother was
dead, and is alive again; and-was lost, and is found.” :

- The beautiful truth about repentance, which we so often
do not mention. is the happiness and the joy -in. heaven that
repentance brings.. The story is told of an English home during
World War I. A widowed mother whose only son had died
on Flanders field - was -bitter because her neighbour with five
sons had been spared any loss, while she had lost both husband
and son,. She refused to be reconciled, continuously mourning
the death of . her son. One night she dreamed that an angel
appeared and said to her, “You may have your son again for
ten minutes. At what period of his life do you wish him to
return to you? As an infant in your arms, as a chubby fisted -
toddler about your feet, as a little - starry-eyed boy starting'to
school, as a robust young man finishing high school, or as a
young soldier in his new uniform with shining brass buttons ?”
The mother meditated, then replied: “I want him back, but on
none of these occasions, I think I would like best his return
when once I denied his request and remained firm in spite of
his insistence. He, in a fit of anger, cried out, ‘I hate you—I
don’t like you any more, and I won’t stay with you, ’ then
rushed out into the yard. When his anger had. abated, he
came back to me, his grimy, wistful face stained with tears,
and, holding out his little arms, with quivering lipse said:
* ‘Mother, I'm so sorry I was a naughty boy. I won’t be bad any
more ever. I love you dand want you to hug me again.” Give him

back to me and let me feel him clinging close to me while he
'sobs his little heart out in sorrow and love. That’s when I
loved him best.” '

*“Thus does. the penitent sense the unfailing love  and uttend-
ing mercy of God. Many people are convinced they are sinners
but this isn’t repentance. It isn’t enough.to realize you have
done wrong and need forgiveness. It isn’t enough for you to
believe that Jesus is God’s Son -and the Saviour of the world
and do nothing about it. No one was ever saved by just being
convicted of his sin. He has to DO something about it. He has
to do what Jesus said. the prodigal did.. Arise and go to the
father. - '
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YOUR ATTENTION PLEASE !

Radio Sri Lanka Broadcasts

ENGLISH—The Voice of Wruth—Speaker : Reggie Gnana-
7 sundaram.

All correspondence should be sent to The Voice of Truth,

Post Box 3815, New Delhi 110049. . :

Sundays—10 : 15 to 10 : 30 P.M. ‘
. Tuesdays—9 : 30 to 9 : 45 AM.

HINDI—Gospel Truth—Speaker : Sunny David. :
All correspondence should be sent to Satya-Susamachar, Post
Box 3815, New Delhi 110049,
Tuesdays—9 : 00 to 9 : 15 P.M. -
Thursdays—9 : 00 to 9 : 15 P.M.
Fridays—9 :-00 to 9 : 15 P.M.
Saturdays—9 : 45 to 10 : 00 P.M. -

TELUGU—The Voice of Truth—Speaker : Joshua Gootam.
All correspondence should be sent to The Vonce of Truth,
Post Box 80, Kakinada 533001.

Sundays —2 : 30 to 2:45 P.M.

Mondays—2 : 30 to 2 : 45 P.M.
_Tuesdays—2:30t02:-45P.M. ;.

Wednesdays—2 : 30 to 2 : 45 P.M,

TAMIL—The Way of Truth—Speaker 1 P. R, Swamy.
All correspondence should be sent to The Way of Truth,
Post Box 3301, Bangalore 560033. ‘
Tuesdays—S5 : 30 to 5 : 45 P.M.
Thursdays—6 : 45 to 71 00 P.M.,
Fridays—6 : 45 to 7 : 00 P.M.

MALYALAM—The Voice of Truth—Speaker ; John Chandy.
All Correspondence should be sent to Church of Christ,
Thevally, Quilon—9 Kerala.

Tuesdays—3 ; 45 to 4 : 00 P.M.
Fridays— 3: 45to 4 :00 P.M.

ALL ARE ENCOURAGED TO LISTEN

Bible Correspondence Courses and Christian Literature
?re available in these different languages from the addresses
isted.
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