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Dowry System
Here in India all are familiar with the dowry system. It

is the property, money, or whatever, that awoman brings to
her husband in marriage. Or perhaps more correctly, it is
what the father, brothers, or the family as awhole, whichever
the case may be, offers to entice aparticular chosen man to
marry. This is why acouple feels so blessed when they have
anumber of sons born to them. From their side they see that
it is altogether proper and right for them to expect arich dowry
in offering their sons in marriage. This can bring wealth into
their family. On the other hand, this is why parents often feel
cursed when they have several daughters because they know
that it will present amoraenteous task to get up adowry for
each one of them at marriage time. This can put them into
debt for years or even for the rest of their lives. Even where
acouple have an equal number of boys and girls the dowry
can still put atremendous burden on them, depending on
their material means of course. But anyway you look at it, it
doesn’t present avery pretty picture, does it?

Everything points to the fact that the age old custom of
the dowry system should be dropped and no longer practised
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but it lingers on. This is also in spite of the fact that even the
government has carried on campaigns against it. Outlawed
or not, liked or disliked, with the rich or the poor, even if
heavy debts are incurred, still it goes on. But why? Because
it is atraditional practice that is ingrained into the society and
the lives of the people of this country. It is apart of the
culture and of the religious background of the vast majority
of the citizens of the nation. It is hard to go against such a
custom when it has held sway for so long, whether good or
bad. Next, and as mentioned earlier, those who have sons
naturally are in position to reap from it and therefore they
would be in favour of keeping it. Then it represents aperiod
of excitement and gaiety with all of its many side customs
and traditions. Such people never seem to stop to think about
what it is doing to them and their families. They never seem to
stop to count the cost. Other things will have to wait; there
is nothing more important than the forthcoming marriage.
And hnally, those who would stand opposed to the dowry
system find themselves seemingly in ahopeless situation. The
majority may be going along with if but here they are holding
back, not willing to give in, refusing to participate. This
somewhat marks them and they may be shunned and left
outside of their circle of friends. Rather than to end up this
way they may find it easier to give in and go along with the
pattern that has long gone before them.

What do you do then with something like the dowry
system? How do you deal with it? How do you reject it? How
do you chart anew course? For sure, it is not easy to change
such an old practice. But if it is to be done then someone
must have the courage to resist. For instance, it might begin
with you. Then as aresult of your example, someone might
likewise have the courage to do the same. If you can be success¬
ful in resisting it then your family members and their families
may likewise follow the pattern that you have set. And on and
on it goes. While thinking about these things, also think about
the following :First, it is an old, outdated, and outmoded
practice. Second, it degrades woman and puts her on the level
of being even lower than an animal or common merchandise.
While men will go out and bargain for and buy animals, and
things of amaterial nature, here is awoman and her family
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who have to offer acertain amount of wealth to get aparticular
man to be willing to become her husband. Another way of
looking at it, her family is almost literally buying her ahusband.
It is not called this, and such athought would no doubt be
rejected, but people of other parts of the world who do not
practice this type of thing would certainly look upon it in this
manner. Third, it also debases the man involved because he
may begin his business, have acar, take atrip, have abank
account, have gold, cattle, or any number of other things, not
because he earned it for his wife and future family, but because
he received it from his wife through the dowry system. Fourth,
it becomes agreat burden on the girl and her people. They
may have to go into deep debt to provide the dowry. This may
be adebt that they wilt have to pay on for the rest of their
lives. Now what man would want to bring such hardships to
his wife’s people? Fifth, what good is accomplished through
this system? Are all of the members on both sides of the family
benefitted and helped? Can they highly recommend it to the
rest of the world? And sixth, if it is so good, why would the
government be against it? Why would others oppose it? Why
do so many have to find quiet ways to carry on this practice
without calling to much attention to it? My friends, for these
reasons, and other reasons, no doubt, the dowry system is
really not in the interest of the people of this country. We
would therefore like for you to know that we are opposed to it
and we would hope that you would likewise take astand
against it.

In Christianity we highly esteem parents and their children
whether they be boys or girls. (Ephesians 6:1-4). They are
counted as blessings from God. (Genesis 1:26,27). Where the
dowry system is not practiced then they are not counted as
desireables or undesirables. Both male and female were created
by God and each depends on the other. (1 Corinthians 7).
Both have souls and God loves both of them. And we love
them. And we love our own children, both boys and girls.
We want them to grow up to respect each other and those
of the opposite sex. (Ephesians 5). Neither do we want to buy
or sell our children through adowry system. We do not want
to be burdened the rest of our lives because of it and neither
do we want our children to be burdened with such apractice



4

in their lives or in the lives of their children. We simply want
our children to grow up, to be married, to have their own
families, to have agood life, and to be happy. (Matthew
19:5,6). We also want to enjoy our future years, and our grand¬
children, without having to be worried about having to pay
back old debts incurred through.the dowries we had to offer
to make it possible for our children to be married. Surely
this would be the preferred way in dealing with marriage and
those who would be wise will no doubt choose this as being
the better way.

But many would no doubt respond by saying, “The
problem is, you just don’t understand,
altogether. The fact is you would allow the customs and
traditions of the past to control your life, and even rule and
ruin your life, without having the courage to try something
else. Also, those old customs and traditions have continued
to grow through the years, demanding that you do this and
that and something else. Alot of it has become meaningless
but because it has been handed down to you from your fore¬
fathers then you feel obligated to keep these practices alive.
Ipity you. You are not the master of your own life. You are
letting the past regulate and control you. If there was areal
purpose or benefit to be derived from it then it might be a
different matter. Iask you again to consider the possibility of
throwing off that yoke of bondage. You will be just as married
and with far less troubles, problems, and debts for you and
your family members. Try it and see if it doesn’t work. Little
by little there are those who are doing something about these
matters and in doing so there is the possibility that more and
more will do likewise. Take courage, my friends, this means
there is hope for the future.

Why don’t you throw off the dowry system by becoming
aChristian? That would be an excellent beginning point. In
obeying God, you leave behind all of your sins, old habits,
customs, and practices. (Romans 6). You become anew
person, pure, clean, and godly. (2 Corinthians 5:1 7). You will
have anew name (Christian, Acts 11:26), anew family (the
Lord's church. Acts 2:47), anew Father (God, Philippians

Yes, Iunders tand



4:20), and anew life to live (the Christian life, Colossians
3:17). You begin life again (John 3:3-5), but in the right way.
If anyone asks you why you are not following the old ways of
the past you can tell him that you are aChristian now and you
have abetter way to live, abetter life to enjoy, and afar better
hope to look forward to, (Ephesians 1:3; Revelation 22:14;
John 14:6).

If any of my brothers and sisters in Christ who may be
reading this are still holding on to the past by following such
things as the dowry system, may Isay to you that we don’t
mean to say by any means that all things of the past, that all
of the old things, that even all customs and traditions are bad
and wrong. But we are saying that there are some things that
are not good for man and woman, whether old or new, and in
this case they must be rejected. Ihope that you will think
seriously about what you are doing and that you will make
the necessary correction. For after all, you are aChristian now',
and of all people, you should be setting the proper example by
showing the world that there is indeed abetter way.

„ a s s o c i a t e
W ^ e d i t o r i a i

u Now is the Acceptable Time
9 5

Do you know today is the most precious time in your
life? Yes, TODAY! Today is the most valuable time you have.
Today is yours! Yesterday has gone. And tomorrow! WE do not
know what shall be on the morrow. There were many people
yesterday who thought like us today that they would be living
tomorrow, but they have gone today. If there is any thing in
the world that we are not certain about it then it is death.
Death, like God, is no respector of persons. But we are living
today! It is ours! What is the most important thing then for
us that we can do today?

If you are aChristian then the most important thing that
you can do today is, you can give the Good News of Christ to
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others. The most important duty of every human being is td
fear God and keep His commandments. (Ecclesiastes 12:12,13).
And in the Great Commission Jesus commanded his disciples
to Go and preach the gospel to every person upon the earth.
Gospel of Christ is the power of God, it has the power to
all people, if obeyed. Was not the sole purpose of Jesus Christ
in doing what ever he did to save others? Then what other
important thing can you do today?

s a v e

If you are not aChristian, however, then it is equally
important for you to know today that God loves you. God
loves you not because of what you are or what you have
done, but he loves you instead of what you are or what you
have done. Therefore, He wants to save you today. You
should know that to save you from your sin God has made His
Son Jesus, who knew not sin, to be sin on your behalf, so that
you might become righteousness of God in Him. Consequently,
He wants you to believe in Jesus Christ that He died for y o u r

sins, and He wants you to turn away from your sins, and He
wants you to be buried in water of baptism for the forgiveness
of your sins today. And He says, “Now is the acceptable time,
behold, now is the day of salvation.” (2 Corinthians 6:2). WILL
YOU NOT DO THIS TODAY!

Today is ours

And loye is strong
Asong can help...
And peace is dear
The past has gone

Let ’s l i ve i t .

Let’s give it.

...Let’s sing it.
Let’s bring it.
don’t bring it.

The world is wrong.
If evil comes

Let’s right it.
Let’s fight it.

The Road is rough Let’s clear it.
The future vast.

Is faith asleep..
Today is ours...

..Don'tfear it.

.Let’s wake it.

Let’s take it.

Se lec ted .
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Do You Really have Eternal Life?
B o b D a n k l e f s e n

MOST PEOPLE DO NOT. To avast majority Jesus
Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal firewi l l say,

which is prepared for the devil and his angels.
9 5

Over 99% of those Italk to are lost according to God’s
Word, even though 80% of them think they are saved,
startles the average person, yet Jesus said, “Narrow is the gate
and straightened is the way that leadeth unto life and few are
they that find it” (Matthew 7:14).

T h i s

If aperson responds to accept eternal life exactly like the
people did in the New Testament then they will have the same
assurance the people in the New Testament had. Sadly, most
respond to some man made doctrine, never investigating to see

I k n o w w h a t t h e B i b l eif God approves. They often say,
says about how to become aChristian, but Ifeel saved in my

Jesus,You can’t tell me Iwon't make it to heaven.h e a r t .
N o twhen he spoke of this group, said in Matthew 7:21-23,

every one that saith unto me. Lord, Lord, shall enter into the
kingdom of heaven ;but he that doeth the will of my Father

Many will say to me in that day. Lord,
n a m e

wh ich i s in heaven .
Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name ?and in thy
have cast out devils ?and in thy name done many wonderful
works ?And then will Iprofess unto them, Inever knew you:
depart from me, ye that work iniquity.”
is clear that the statement, “Many will say
alarge number of people will claim to have performed numer-

good deeds, but He will profess “I NEVER knew you,”
indicating they had never properly obeyed the Lord’s will and,
thus, their service to Him was in vain as far as their eternal

From this passage it
....,” indicates that

o u s

destiny was concerned.

Why Will Most Be Lost ?

Every person who reaches the age of accountability begins
to accumulate sins which are recorded in heaven. Jesus said,
“Every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account
thereof in the day of judgement,” Matthew 12 :36. Solomon



said, “For God will bring every work into judgement, with
every hidden thing, whether it be good or whether it be evil,”
Ecclesiastes 12 :14. Often Ihave heard, “I’m just as good
any of you people at church.” Aperson who makes astate¬
ment like this is totally ignorant of the fact that God includes
everyone under sin, Romans 3:9-23. All men will be judged
by some law system, Romans 2:11-16. Jesus said if you die
with your sins unforgiven, you will be separated from Him for
ever, John 8:21. Why won’t faithful Christians be lost also ?
Because they heard the 'gospel and accepted the free gift of
eternal life by obeying the gospel.

What Is the Gospel ?
Less than 5% of the hundreds Ihave talked to have actu¬

ally known what the gospel is. Yet Paul said that the gospel
is the power of God unto salvation, Romans 1:16. Since it
is the power of God to save people from sin, and some who
claim salvation do not know what it is, how can they have
salvation ?

a s

Victory over Sin

God who knew that man would sin, planned from the
M a n a s a l a wfoundation of the world, away to redeem him.

violator must pay for his sins. God, who has never experienced
temptation (James 1:13), planned away for Him to under¬
stand man’s sin problem. John expresses how He accomplished
this, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God And the Word became flesh

”> John 1:1, 14. After God was manifested in the flesh
(1 Timothy 3:16) He could be tempted in all points like as
man, Hebrews 4:15. Even though He was tempted, He
remained sinless and yet Paul said, “Him who knew
he made to be sin on our behalf,
expressed this so beautifully, when he wrote, “All we like
sheep have gone astray ;we have turned everyone to his
way ,and Jehovah hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all,”
Isaiah 53 :6. Picture your sins heaped on the sinless son of
God. The first words Jesus uttered from the

n o s i n

2Corinthians 5:21. Isaiah

o w n

c r o s s w e r e ,

Father forgive them ;for they know not what they do.” Luke
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23 :34. Jesus had taken the hell we deserve—voluntarily. John
1 0 : 1 5 .

Victory over the Grave

Jesus was buried in arich man’s tomb, but raised victorious
the grave the third day, 1Corinthians 15:1-4. He pro-o v e r

mised avictory over the grave for all those who belong to God.
1Corinthians 15 :20-23.

Victory over Life
After appearing to man numerous times after He was re¬

surrected, He ascended back to the Father to act as amediator
for Christians. 1Timothy 2:5. He is the only one qualified
to act in this capacity because He is both God and man.
Therefore, we have one of our kind (man) interceding for
Christians. Some day time will end, Jesus will appear in the
clouds with His mighty angels “Rendering vengeance to them
that know not God, and to them that obey not the gospel of

when He shall come to be glorified in Hiso u r L o r d J e s u s
saints. ” 2Thessalonians 1:8-10.

Expressing Faith in the Gospel
What is faith ?Many have understood faith to mean one

must only believe in God and Christ. The scriptures teach
that faith encompasses everything that one does to accept the
Lordship of Christ, both in response to become aChristian
and in Christian living. (See Jude 3, Acts 6:7). An excellent
example showing that faith embraces everything one does is
found in ITimothy 4:1-3. Here Paul tells us
fall away from the faith,” and then he lists two characteristics
of the departure “ forbidding to marry and commanding to
abstain from meats.” Note that neither of these departures
involved disbelief in God or Christ. Also, it is apparent that
what man considers a“minor” sin, God calls adoctrine of
demons (verse 2). The statement, “It doesn’t make any diffe¬
rence what one believes as long as he is sincere”, obviously did
not originate with God, but with man.

Faith Leads to Repentance

When one hears about God’s love through Jesus’ death and
resurrection (Romans l4 :9) he desires Jesus as Lord. When

s o m e s h a l l
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one examines his sinful life, it produces godly sorrow and this
leads to repentance (II Corinthians 7:10). To repent simply
means to have another mind. This change of mind is the action
of turning from “my will be done” to an attitude of “thy will
be done .Incidentally, most people, religious and nonreligious,
have adifficult time when it comes to repentance, because they
have to give up pre-conceived ideas on how one accepts Christ.
True Biblical faith means that when God says something in
His Word, the sinner accepts without reservation that God
means what He says and says what He means. Therefore, a
person who truly turns to Christ must accept His will in order
to be saved. (John 12 :48).

God has chosen to ask true believers to declare their faith
in Jesus as Lord (Romans 10:9, 10). In the conversion of the
Ethiopian eunuch, Phillip had taught him about Jesus (Acts
8:35). The eunuch asked to be immersed and was asked to
express his faith verbally (verse 37).

Obeying the Gospel
As the scriptures clearly declare, the heart of the gospel is

the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus, 1Corinthians 15:1-4.
This is the message Peter expressed the day the church began.
Acts 2:22-24. Those present asked what to do to be saved
(verse 37). Peter replied, “Repent ye, and be immersed every
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of
your sins; and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit”
(verse 38). Why did the Lord include immersion in the res¬
ponse for salvation ?

God chose for man to re-inact the death, burial and resur¬
rection by being immersed in water.

Romans 6:3, 4tells how aperson demonstrates atrusting
faith in Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection. Paul said,
are ye ignorant that all we who were immersed into Christ
Jesus were immersed into his death ?We were buried there¬
fore with him through immersion unto death ;that like as
Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the
Father, so we also might walk in newness of life,
states that when one does this, he will be forgiven of all past

O r

H e f u r t h e r



11

sins (Romans 6:17, 18). This clarifies why Jesus included
immersion in the plan of salvation when he gave the great
m i s s i o n .

c o m -

He said, “Go preach the gospel to the whole creation.
He that believeth and is immersed shall be saved ;he that dis-
believeth shall be condemned” (Mark 16 :16). Aperson truly
seeking salvation from sin wants to know what to do to be
saved. After reading or being taught what Jesus wants him to
do, he must respond as Jesus asks even though it differs with
what he thought one would do. If he really believes Jesus
meant what he said, he would want to be immersed as soon as
possible. This is exactly what we see in the scriptures. Sc#
Acts 8:35-39; Acts 10:31-33 ;Acts 22:16.

Most Reject the Gospel
How Jesus must be hurt deeply when one hears the gospel

and then says, “I know what the Bible says to do to be saved,
but Idon’ t th ink I ’m lost . Alarge portion of the religious
community today teaches one is saved and then is immersed
several days or weeks later at the convenience of the chured.
No one responded in this manner in the Bible. Man says im¬
mersion will not save. Peter says immersion “doth now save
you” (I Peter 3;21). Paul said in Galatians 3:26, 27 that when
aperson is immersed he puts on Christ, and is immersed into
Christ. If one is never immersed into Christ, where would he
be ?Obviously, he would be out in the world and lost. When
one is immersed into Christ, this is the beginning of anew birth
into God’s family, the church (I Corinthians 12:13).

What Church Were the Saved Added to ?

Jesus said, “Upon this rock Iwill build ray church,
thew 16:18. In Acts 2those who gladly received Peter’s
message were added to the church (verses 41, 47). In the days
of the Apostles, men and women (Acts 8:12), were added to
the church when they were immersed. They wore aname that
gave glory to the one who died for them—Christians (Acts
11:26). They were members of Christ’s church and they were
proud of it because Christ had purchased it with his own blood.
(Acts 20:28).

The thought of Jesus dying on the cross and the forgiveness

M a t -
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he ofifers is foremost in the minds of those being immersed. The
Lord had instituted amemorial so that the Christian could
continue to remember the supreme sacrifice every week. Today
Christians eat the Lord’s Supper every Sunday, Acts 20;7, 1
Corinthians 11:20-26. Also, they were exhorted by amessage
from God’s word through preaching (Acts 20:7). They gave as
they purposed in their hearts so that the gospel could be pro¬
claimed to the whole world (II Corinthians 9:6, 7). Through
public prayer they expressed thanks to God for all his blessings
(I Corinthians 14:16). God also chose singing as ameans of
expressing one’s heart in music. Even though later in denomi¬
national groups man chose to take the Lord’s supper less fre¬
quently and began the introduction of instrumental music,
burning incense, statues, etc., God’s Word continued to speak
out to those seeking only to do his will.

Man Has aBetter Idea—or Does He ?

Jesus warned the people of His day, “Beware of false teach¬
ers,” Matthew 7:15ff. Paul warns that the other gospels would
be taught, 2Corinthians 11:4, 13-15. Paul even cried over the
fact that forces in the church and outside the church would lead
the very elect away from salvation. Acts 20:29ff

It is the prayer of this author that you too would like to be
just aChristian—nothing more, nothing less. Ananais said to
the man who became the great apostle Paul, “And now why
tarriest thou ?arise, and be immersed, and wash away thy sins,
calling on His name,” Acts 22:16. That same invitation is
offered today to those who want to be with God throughout
eternity. If we can help you make this most important decision
write to us or contact the church of Christ in your area. You

really know that you have eternal life if you will obey
God’s Word. 1John 5:13.
c a n



13

Can We Ignore Denominationalism
in our Preaching ?

J . C . C h o a t e

Not long ago agospel preacher told me that he was just
going to preach the Bible and have nothing to say about the
denominat ions . I reminded h im tha t th is wou ld be wonder fu l
if it could be done, but with the religious world as divided as
it is, with even the non-believers not understanding the dif¬
ference between the Lord’s church and the churches of men,
that Ididn’t see how he could preach the truth without spea¬
king out against the denominations. Iexplained that if he
didn’t bring up the subject that his audience would, or whoever
he happened to be studying with at the time, and that he would
be forced to deal with the matter. Without some explanation,
even though some might be converted to the truth, they might
conclude that the church of Christ is just another denomination
and therefore they are left free to fellowship all others who
profess faith in Christ.

Our religious friends have been telling us all along that
we should preach Christ and leave everyone else alone. They
mean by that that we should not get involved in preaching the
doctrine of Christ, condemning those of other religious beliefs,
but that we should preach only the life of Christ and leave
everyone to believe what he wants to believe and to be religio¬
usly what he wants to be. They strongly object when we preach
not only the person of Christ, but also his will, and stress the
fact that we should all believe, obey, and practice the same
thing, and thus be Christians only and members of the one
church of the Bible. (Ephesians 4: 1-6).

How wonderful it would be if we didn’t have to be bothe¬

red by denominationalism, if we didn’t have to deal with it, if
we didn’t have to condemn it. We don’t like to have to be nega¬
tive. Certainly we are not trying to be mean and ugly. But it
is because we love the souls of men that we have to deal with
these things. We are commanded to do so. (Romans 16:17,18).
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Jesus had to deal with religious error of his day.
(Matthew 7:21-23 ;Matthew 15:9). Iam sure that he wasn’t
just looking for an excuse to condemn someone. Rather, he
was forced to deal with the error that was all around him. He
condemned the Phar isees and Sadducees for the i r misuse

of the law, for their hypocrisy, and for their refusal to obey
God. (Matthew 6;Matthew 23:23-33). He had some rather
harsh words to say to them. They were direct, cutting, and
they were intended to condemn. He spoke to the guilty and
called names. No one wondered or was left to doubt as to who
he was talking about. But why did Jesus do this? Didn’t he
love them? He did it because he did love them and wanted to
see them make the necessary corrections that they might be
saved. For sure, they couldn’t be saved as they were.

We also must meet the sins and errors of our day with a
thus saith the Lord. We do so, not to merely find fault or to
condemn, or to even say that we are better than everyone else.
But we must preach Christ and to preach Christ is to preach
his will and to preach his will then we must rebuke those in
religious error. (2 The Salonians 2:1-12 ;2Timothy 4:1-5 ;2
Peter 3:17). There is no way to keep from doing this and
please God.

To ignore error will not help the situation at all. It will
not go away. Rather, where it is not challenged it will continue
to grow and to mislead people. Furthermore, those who ignore
it will stand condemned for not opposing it and warning others
against it. (Ezekiel 3:17-21).

Denominationalism represents the denominations of men.
It developed in the fifteen hundreds in the form of Protestan¬
tism inasmuch as there were those at the time who were
protesting or standing in opposition to Catholicism. It is
amazing that the denominations of men today grew out of a
period in which they rejected another religious practice but the
only protesting they are engaged in today is when someone
opposes them. It is also amazing that the only unity that they
enjoy is the united stand they take against those who would
point out their error. Furthermore, they are unhappy with us
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when we reject them, but they feel that it is perfectly in order
for them to find fault with us.

The denominations of men only vaguely profess to believe
the Bible and to believe that Christ is the Son of God. Actually,
they are astrange lot of people. Within their ranks alittle of
everything is believed and practiced. This is no doubt the key
to their popularity. People can soothe their consciences by
their acceptance of “Christianity” but in the church of their
choice they may believe and practice whatever pleases them.
This again is far from the teaching of Christ.

With the denominations then being all around us, with
them being in the vast majority, and with even the world’s
concept of Christianity being coloured by denominationalism,
then whether we like it or not, we must deal with it, that is,
if we intend to obey God and teach his word. There is no
possible way to escape from doing so. We must be gentle but
firm. We must have love but courage to condemn sin, even
religious sin. We must oppose every man-made denomination,
but point to the church that belongs to Christ. (Matthew 16:18;
Acts 20:28). We must warn the ignorant against false teaching
but inform them of God’s way. Those who listen will be enligh¬
tened and those who obey God will be saved. (Mark 16:15,16).
Those who refuse to listen will be lost in their ignorance and
those who knowingly choose to continue in their error will
have to answer to God for their stubborness and their unwill¬
ingness to accept the truth.

We must have the courage and determination to obey
God and preach his truth. We cannot alford to ignore sin of any
kind, religious or otherwise, and we must never stoop to com¬
promise the truth. It is not easy to take astand with the Lord,
and even sometime having to stand alone, but it is the only
thing that one can do if he expects to please God. It may be
difficult to do but in the end it will be more than worth it. We
just need more who are willing to pay the price to do it.
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The Obligation of Truth
By Tom Estes

Truth places an obligation upon all men. Unfortunately,
due to handicaps of education, environment, and political
systems, all men do not have means of discovering truth, and
thus discharging this obligation. How unfortunate these’ are.
Thanks be to God you have an intelligent mind—you have the
ability to read, to hear, to compare and to evaluate. You have
the capabilities of searching and finding truth. What agreat
blessing !What agreat responsibility !

Pilate asked of Jesus, “What is truth?“ (John 18:38) as if
to say, “Is there such athing?” How can one know ?Millions
go through life with this same bewilderment. (Admittedly truth
in some fields is “relative” and elusive (e.g. politics, sociology,
and some phases of medicine) However, there are other fields
wherein truth is absolute, definite and rigid. Some examples
would include certain areas of science, mathematics and
God’s revealed way to heaven.) While the Christian should be
afriend to truth, whatever the area of knowledge might be, the
concern of this tract is the truth of God as is relates to the
saving of the human soul.

But you know the truth.
“I am the way, the truth, and the lifer (John 14:6).

You know that Jesus said.

You know that Jesus is the fountainhead of truth; the very
embodiment of it. It is said of Him that He was “full of grace
a n d t r u t h . ” (John 1:14). The Holy Spirit also is said to be the
“Spirit of truth.” (John 16:13) You know that God’s Word is
the standard of truth for the soul.
17:17). You know that ;

Thy word is truth” (John

'‘God is aspirit, and they that worship Him
Worship Him in spirit and in truth.” (John 4:24).

You know that the “judgment of God is according to truth,
(Romans 2:2), and that God will render unto them that do
obey the truth “indignation and wrath.

Chances are that

m u s t

n o t

(Romans 2:8).
you are reading this article because

you have recently discovered some truth new to y o u . T h i s
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truth has been in existence longer than you and will outlast
you. This truth may shake your entire outlook on life and
consequently your life. It may threaten your present answers
to life’s problems. It may place demands upon you that you
would rather not have. It may force you to make decisions
you’d rather not make. It may subject you to ridicule or even
to persecution, but now that you have discovered this truth,
you must decide what you will do with it, and what it will do
with you !You will never be the same again,
you will either be better or worse, but never the
again !

Because of it,
s a m e

Since Jesus is the truth, this truth is to be found. His
children must be seekers for truth. It matters not when nor where
nor whom. Truth is always afriend—never an enemy. It is an
ally, not an opponent, that is, as long as we arc on the right
side. Jesus said, “The truth shall make you free.” (John
8:32). Truth is opposed only by the forces of Satan—those of
darkness, evil and fear. Therefore, any time you fear or oppose
truth, you have allowed just that much of Satan to fill your
soul—and, in effect, are fighting against your
i n t e r e s t .

o w n s e l f

What, then, is the obligation of truth that is upon all
men, but especially upon you ?First, there is the obligation
t o . . .

Love the Truth
This is necessary in order to be saved.

...because they received not the love of the truth
that they might be saved.’’ (II Thessalonians 2: 10).

Inasmuch as Jesus declared Himself to be the truth,
may safely conclude that to love Jesus is to love the truth. By
the same token, to not love truth is to not love Jesus—regard¬
less of claims to the contrary. Love for the truth creates the
obligation to. ..

i i

o n e

Search for Truth

Some are fortunate to have been born into easy access of
the truth of God. Some others accidentaly stumble upon
facets of some truths.

s o m e

Still others arrive at truth only after
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following the Biblical injunction, “seek and ye shall find.
(Matthew 7:7). These also bear out the promise of our Lord in
John 7:17. All must search for the truth individually—not
accepting traditional family, credal faith. Jesus commended
Simon Pe te r w i t h t hese words :

Blessed art thou Simon Barjona, for flesh and blood
hath not revealed it unto thee. ..” (Matthew 16:17).

To back away from discovery of truth for fear of its force and
implications is hardly to qualify as adisciple of Jesus the
Truth. This also renders one unprepared for God’s judgment,
which will be according to truth. (Romans 2:2). In some
ways, unavoidable ignorance may present some extenuating
circumstances. But neither God nor man has any respect or
consideration for that person who willfully closes his eyes and
ears to shut out tiuth. He who loves the truth will seek it, and
ultimately find it. This then creates the obligation to...

Obey the Truth
Note carefully 1Peter 1:22; Romans 2:8,9. He who will

not accept and obey truth identifies himself with those who
opposed Jesus. He aligns himself with those who destroyed
Jesus, and with those who thrive on ignorance and deceit. He
who will not obey that which is right, therefore, becomes
dishonest with himself, and in reality starts living alie. Truth
unobeyed can be spurned only unto the Judgment, if that long.
Usually it rises again and again to point its finger at the weak¬
ling or hypocrite. But when obeyed, it frees—“the truth shall
make you free.” (John 8:32). Obedience to the truth creates
yet another obligation—that of. ..

Living By Truth
“I have no greater joy than to hear that my children

walk in the truth.” (John 3:4). Often there are some initiatory
phases of truth that can be accepted and obeyed. In such
cases, this initial obedience is not the end of one’s relation¬
ship to truth—it is only the beginning. Such initiatory phases
usually can be obeyed speedily, and in abrief period of time.
But the love and search for truth must continue throughout
one’s life. All the while he must also live by the truth he has
found and accepted. Notice next the obligation of..

9 9

a
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Loyalty to Truth
Carefully read Philippians 1.17; Jude 3. Stand up for truth.

He who finds truth has the moral responsibility to stand for
truth and right. It matters not where—whether in the witness
stand, or in the jury room ;in the professor’s chair, or in the
student’s desk ;in the pulpit, or in the pew ;in the home, on
the job, or in the community. But by all means, the Christian
has the binding obligation to stand up for the spiritual truths
of God, His salvation, and His kingdom. In some cases,
depending upon opportunity, ability and maturity, this will
require no more than taking astand for right and truth and
letting one’s identity and stand be known. In some other
situations, it will require an active defense of the truth against
its opponents or an active offense into the stronghold of error.
Pray for the strength and ability to stand for the truth in
whatever of life’s situations that yet await you !Lastly, observe
the obligation of. ..

Sharing the Truth with Others
Notice carefully Matthew 12:30; Mark 5:19. He who

possesses truth that he does not wish to share does not fully
possess the truth he imagines he has !Truth was not made to be
hoarded. It is every man’s birthright. The nature of sharing the
truth with others is such that one must possess complete humi¬
lity, and asincere love for his fellow man. Remember also, that
some of those who seemingly are opposed to truth are in reality
searching for it. Your attitude and life can, with patience,
love and humility, open the door for them. Or, with short
temper, bitterness and pride, you may close forever the door
they are seeking to open.

The obligation of truth is upon you, regardless of the cost
involved. Solomon said, “Buy the truth, and sell it not.”
(Proverbs 23:23). Besides the exacting hours of searching, truth
often exacts agreater price. The truth cost Jesus His life. So
with Stephen, the first Christian martyr. It deprived Paul of
the religion of his parents, and sentenced him to compass land
and sea with the truths of the Gospel. Jesus described the
kingdom of God with two parables :Matthew 13:45,46. Note
especially :
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Again, the Kingdom of heaven is like unto amerchant
man seeking goodly pearls, who when he had found one
pearl of great price, went and sold all that he had and
bought it:’ Matthew 13:46.

The same illustration is applicable to man’s search for truth
and his willingness to pay whatever price involved in order to
embrace it. Jesus cautioned those of his generation and ours
with these thought-provoking words :

He that loveth father or mother more than me is not
worthy of me ;and he that loveth son or daughter more
than me is not worthy of me.” Matthew 10:37.

Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my
words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him
also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when He cometh
in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.” (Mark
8:38).

How wonderful is the assurance of Jesus in Mark 10:29,30:
...for those who will embrace His truth, he shall receive an

hundredfold now in this time. ..and in the world to come
eterna l l i f e .

C (

c e

The Cross of Christ

“THE CROSS OF CHRIST is the greatest of all paradoxes.
It was the most blackest event in the history of the world. YET
the most wonderful thing that ever happened. It was the saddest
spectacle man ever beheld. YET out of it came the greatest joy.
The cross was Satan’s greatest victory and Christ’s most humi¬
liating defeat YET it was the most stunning defeat Satan ever
suffered and the most glorious victory Christ won by losing. He
conquered by surrendering.

The cross was the greatest exhibition of divine justice in con¬
demning sin, YET the most wonderful demonstration of divine
mercy in pardoning sin. It was God’s greatest manifestation of
hatred for sin. YET His supreme proof of love for the sinner.
The cross was the means by which God’s justice condemned sin
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and His mercy forgave it. The cross was the darkest hour in
history. YET it was the time of greatest light. Though the
refused to shine, and. God hid His face from Christ, the
was the means by which Christ really became the “light of the
w o r l d .

s u n

c r o s s

9 9

In the cross we see man’s hatred for Christ. YET we
see Christ’s love for man. There we see human vengeance as
they cry for his blood, Yet we see divine forgiveness as Jesus
prays “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do. 9 9

The cross portrays man’s sinfulness and God’s holiness ;
human weakness and divine strength. It shows man’s inability
to save himself, and God’s ability and power to do this for
The cross, from the human standpoint, is foolishness, YET it is
arevelation of the highest wisdom of God.

m a n .

9 9

— S e l e c t e d

What Would You Give In
Exchange For Your Soul ?

C . L . P o w e l l

We miss the purpose of earth so much of the time by
preparing for earth and earthly wealth and prestige, but Jesus
said, “What is aman profited if he gain the whole world and
loose h i s own sou l ? ’ ’

The Lord instructed us to “lay not up treasures upon
the earth where moth and rust doth corrupt and where thieves
break through and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures
in Heaven where moth and rust doth not corrupt and where
thieves do not break through and steal.” Earthly treasures
are fine but will be useless at the second coming of our Lord.

Would you be willing to wage an effort for the cause of
Christ to such an extent that you would give of time, effort
and even your life that your soul might be saved ?Jesus said
Greater love hath no man than this, that aman lay down his

life for his.friends.” (John 15:13). Jesus also said that “If any
man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his
cross, and follow me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose

( (
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it and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it
(Matt. 16:24-25).

Idon’t believe that aperson can make it to heaven unless
must be considerate ofhe highly considers other people; we

their souls, or their physical well-being. For this reason our
Lord expects adifferent kind of people. In his judgment

he pictured those who would be well pleasing as those
who would have served their fellow man in benevolent acts.
James then shows that we should have adirect interest in the
souls of our fellow man as he uses James 5:19:20.
Gal. 6:1. Istudy about the lost souls of today as we build our
fabulous buildings and do other things that consume our
money. Would you be willing, individually, to do something
to spread the cause of Christ’s Kingdom upon the earth ?That

I t i s n o t

s c e n e .

Also in

is, to sacrifice of something that you need or want,
enough to say Ilove my Lord or Ilove my fellow man, but
we must demonstrate this love by the way that we see after his
well-being.

What would you give in exchange for your soul ?Would
hold for high morals in atime when this is not avery

Righteousness
y o u

d o ? S o l o m o n s a y spopular thing to
exalteth anation, but sin is areproach to any people

and the Christian religion can be(Prov. 14:34). Anation
ruined by low and destructive morals. Above all, agene¬
ration of people could be lost by moral degredation. So

soul’s eternal destiny may be determined by the way
stand opposed to the low moral standing of

y o u r
t h a t y o u
our age. An age where drugs, sex, alcohol and premarital
activities are being condoned by the general public. Our child-

_tell us that foul language from even 3rd and 4th graders
are frequently heard. We are also told that drugs and alcohol
are being used by children as low as the 5th and 6th grades.
That pre-marital sex is not frowned upon even by many church
leaders. All this plus dancing, immodest apparel and social
drinking. This is not just ateen-age sin, but all ages are going
in for this type of living and it eventually becomes away of
life. It has already become away of life for many. My friend,
we are calling you to come back and search for the value of

See Last Page

r e n
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YOUR ATTENTION PLEASE 1

Radio Sri Lanka Broadcasts
ENGLISH—The Voice of Tryt/j-Speaker :Reggie Gnana

s u n d a r a m .

All correspondence should be sent to The Voice of Truth,
Post Box 3815, New Delhi 110049.
Sundays—10 :15 to 10 :30 P.M.
Tuesdays—9 :30 to 9:45 A.M.

HINDI—Go57>e/ rr«//i—Speaker ;Sunny David.
All correspondence should be sent to Satya-Susamachar, Post

Box 3815, New Delhi 110049.
Tuesdays—9 :00 to 9:15 P.M.
Thursdays—9 :00 to 9:15 P.M.
Fridays—9 :00 to 9:15 P.M.
Saturdays—9 t45 to 10 :00 P.M.

TELUGU—TAe Voice of Tru/A—Speaker ;Joshua Gootam
All correspondence should be sent to The Voice of Truth,
Post Box 80, Kakinada 533001.
Sundays —2 :30 to 2:45 P.M.
Mondays—2 :30 to 2:45 P.M.
Tuesdays—2 :30 to 2"45 P.M.
Wednesdays—2 :30 to 2:45 P.M.

TAMIL-rAe Way o/TmA-Speaker iP. R. Swamy.
All correspondence should be sent to The Way of Truth,
Post Box 3301, Bangalore 560033.
Tuesdays—5 :30 to 5:45 P.M.
Thursdays—6 :45 to 7!00 P.M.
Fridays—6 :45 to 7:00 P.M.

MALYALAM—The Voice of Truth—Speaker :John Chandy.
All Correspondence should be sent to Church of Christ,
Thevally, Quilon—9 Kerala.
Tuesdays—3 :45 to 4:00 P.M.
Fridays— 3:45 to 4:00 P.M.

ALL ARE ENCOURAGED TO LISTEN
Bible Correspondence Courses and Christian Literature

.are available in these different languages from the addresses
listed.
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the soul in comparison to all of this. We know that
condon the things of the world and of Christ at the same time..
(James 4;4). Where your eternal soul will be is the important,
thought for you. Ilove your soul. Do you love mine ?

w e c a n n o t

In Christ the soul can be secured,
tual blessing are there. (Eph. 1:3). Also that salvation is ia
Christ. (2 Tim. 2:10). That it is in no other. (Acts 4:11-12).
So in order to have the care for your soul, get into Christ
and enjoy the blessings received there. We enter Christ by
baptism. (Gal. 3:27), have you been baptized into Him ?Of
course you can’t come to him unless you believe or have
faith! (Heb. 11. 6) you can’t come and bring your sins, so
repent of them. (Acts 2:38) Paul then says confession is untO'
salvation. (Rom. 10 :9-10). Then

Paul says all spiri-

w e a r e r e a d y t o b e
baptized into Christ. Will you now ?Make afavorable
response today. Study the Bible and if you are not aChristian
and need help, call us. If you are then live righteously.
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