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EDITOR

The 6reater Tragedy

Louis Rushmore

Dictionaries define “tragedy” as, “a
disastrous event: calamity” (“Tragedy,”
Merriam-Webster) or “a lamentable, dreadful,
or fatal event or affair... disaster” (“Tragedy,”
Dictionary.com). There have been too many
tragedies throughout human history to even
begin to list them, but let us briefly note a few
of them to demonstrate the nature of human
tragedies that, unfortunately, have plagued
and will continue to beset mankind.

The American Civil War spanned the years 1861 to 1865, and between
620,000 to 850,000 died directly and indirectly as a result (Nasaw). That
tragedy was one of the topmost catastrophic events ever to transpire in
the western hemisphere, and its ramifications continue to this day in the
United States of America.

“The RMS Titanic, a luxury steamship, sank in the early hours of
April 15, 1912, off the coast of Newfoundland in the North Atlantic after
sideswiping an iceberg during its maiden voyage [from South Hampton,
England to New York, USA]. Of the 2,240 passengers and crew [of 900]
on board, more than 1,500 lost their lives in the disaster.” Only about 705
persons survived” (“Titanic”).

The Titanic and the Lusitania were the two largest luxury ocean liners
ever constructed at the time they were put into service. “Lusitania met its
tragic end on May 7, 1915, when a torpedo fired by a German U-boat sunk
the ship, killing nearly 1,200 of the 1,959 people on board and precipitating
the United States’ entry into World War I” (“Titanic”).

World War | from 1914 to 1918 resulted in 20 million deaths, a
little over half of whom were civilians. World War 11 from 1939 to 1945
caused over 70 million deaths, over 50 million of whom were civilians.




Interestingly, “war is defined as an active conflict that has claimed
more than 1,000 lives. ...Of the past 3,400 years, humans have been
entirely at peace for 268 of them, or just 8 percent of recorded history. ...
At least 108 million people were Killed in wars in the twentieth century.
Estimates for the total number killed in wars throughout all of human
history range from 150 million to 1 billion” (Hedges).

The infamous 9/11 stunned a nation and the world.

During the September 11 attacks of the year 2001, 2,977 people
were killed, 19 hijackers committed murder-suicide, and more than
6,000 others were injured. The immediate deaths included 265 on
the four planes (including the terrorists), 2,606 in the World Trade
Center and in the surrounding area, and 125 at the Pentagon. The
attacks remain the deadliest terrorist act in world history. Most of
those who perished were civilians except for 343 firefighters, 71
law enforcement officers who died in the World Trade Center and
on the ground in New York City, and another law enforcement of-
ficer who died when United Airlines Flight 93 crashed into a field
near Shanksville, Pennsylvania, 55 military personnel who died
at the Pentagon in Arlington County, Virginia, and the 19 terrorists
who died on board the four aircraft. Of the 2,977 people who died,
2,605 were U.S. citizens and 372 non-U.S. citizens (excluding the
19 perpetrators). More than 90 countries lost citizens in the at-
tacks, including the United Kingdom (67 deaths), the Dominican
Republic (47 deaths), and India (41 deaths). As of August 2013,
medical authorities concluded that 1,140 people who worked,
lived, or studied in Lower Manhattan at the time of the attack
have been diagnosed with cancer as a result of “exposure to toxins
at Ground Zero.” It has been reported that over 1,400 9/11 rescue
workers who responded to the scene in the days and months after
the attacks have since died. At least 11 pregnancies were lost as a
result of 9/11. (“Casualties™)

Thousands upon thousands of tragedies, some beyond imagination
by sane and civilized people, have been perpetrated by humans against
fellow humans. However, irrespective of any particular tragedy, noted or
not noted herein, or the combination of all perceived tragedies, there is a
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greater tragedy than any other or even all tragedies put together.

“Roughly 100,825,272,791 people have ever died” (Chalabi). The ma-
jority of mankind, lamentably, will be lost, according to Jesus. “Enter by
the narrow gate; for
wide is the gate and
broad is the way that
leads to destruction,
and there are many
who go in by it. Be-
cause narrow is the
gate and difficult is
the way which leads
to life, and there
are few who find it”

(Matthew  7:13-14
NKJV). Over thousands of years, God established three successive, unilat-
eral, obligatory covenants with man: Patriarchy, Judaism and Christianity.

God devised a plan, by which though He is completely holy and pure,
to have fellowship with His wayward creation — sinful man. God’s scheme
dates back to before time began (Titus 1:2-3; Proverbs 8:23-31; 1 Peter
1:20-23). The climax of God’s provision is to have fellowship with man
and for those who are in fellowship with Him also to have fellowship with
each other (1 John 1:3). The facilitator of this three-way fellowship is the
Gospel of Jesus Christ (Ephesians 3:3-6) or the New Covenant (Hebrews
9:15) or Testament (Hebrews 9:16-17). Hence, all amenable souls living
today must obey the Gospel to benefit from God’s grand plan (Romans
1:5; 16:26; 2 Thessalonians 1:8; 1 Peter 4:17).

The crux of the Gospel is the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus
Christ (1 Corinthians 15:1-4). Obeying the Gospel culminates initially
in imitating the death, burial and resurrection of Christ by undergoing
Christian baptism (Romans 6:3-8). Continued obedience of the Gospel
will result in eternal salvation and a home in Heaven (Revelation 2:10).
Our Lord, the Son of God, who died a horrible and torturous death by
crucifixion, is the Savior of the obedient (Hebrews 5:9).

The greater tragedy than all other tragedies combined is dying
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outside of a covenant relationship with our Creator — Almighty God.
What could be more tragic than unnecessarily spending eternity in Hell,
which was prepared for the devil and his angels (Matthew 25:41)? Maybe
even worse, many precious souls who were once saved and who entertained
the hope of spending forever in Heaven will turn away from God and return
to lives of sin (2 Peter 2:20-22; Matthew 13:18-23). There is no greater
tragedy than dying lost in sin, especially when God the Father provided a
master plan for man’s redemption, God the Son made a vicarious sacrifice
of Himself for us, and God the Holy Spirit stipulated the roadmap to eternal
Heaven through divine inspiration of the Bible’s penmen. There are some
tragedies in this world that are unavoidable, but everyone can avoid the
greater tragedy of being eternally lost. What will you do? +
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ASSOCIATE EDITOR

Choose You
This Day

Jerry Bates

We make choices every day. Most of
those choices are insignificant and have little
influence over the rest of our lives. Other
choices are more important; their influence
may last for years. There is one choice that
is most significant, and that is whether to
serve God. The consequence of this choice

lasts for eternity.

Several times in Scripture, God encouraged men to choose to serve Him.
Near the end of his life, Moses placed a choice before the people of Israel.
“I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that | have set
before you life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore, choose life, that
both you and your descendants may live” (Deuteronomy 30:19). Moses
pointed out to the people that there was a choice they needed to make, and
the difference was life and death. It seems that they never really made a
choice, because they continued to try to serve both God and idols. Near the
end of his life, Joshua spoke to the people of Israel and made a final effort to
persuade them to resolve to follow God. “And if it seems evil to you to serve
the Lord, choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the
gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the river,
or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as for me and
my house, we will serve the Lord” (Joshua 24:15). Once again, we see that
Joshua encouraged the people to make a choice.

The New Testament places a similar choice before us. We have before
us life or death, a blessing or a curse. We would think that no one would
choose death; however, multitudes are doing that very thing today. Why?



There are probably a multitude of reasons, but one big reason is that many
do not really make a choice. They may say that one day they will commit
their lives to God and serve Him, but they plan to do it later. Oftentimes,
that day never comes. Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 6:2, “For he says, In
an acceptable time | have heard you, and in the day of salvation I have
helped you. Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of
salvation.” Paul encourages us to make the correct choice today. God will
not accept second place in our lives.

Notice that there is a time element to this choice. Joshua said to choose
“this day.” Paul said, “now is the day of salvation.” We must make a
choice, and we need to do it today. This choice is not always going to be
open as time may close this door of choice. We may die before we make
the choice. Young people often think they have plenty of time to choose
because they are young. However, we know that is not a reliable indicator
of the time of death; young people die every day. Even if you are fortunate
to live many years, your heart may become too hardened by sin to commit
to God. The writer of Hebrews pointed this out in Hebrews 3:13 when he
penned, “But exhort one another daily, while it is called today; lest any
of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.”
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Notice also that we must make a choice. By failing to make a choice
to serve God completely, one makes a choice. Multitudes attempt to go
through life without really deciding. People live for the moment, never
deciding about the future. They figure that they will deal with the future
when the future arrives. However, the state of our future existence is
determined by the decision that we make now. “Now” is the accepted time
to make that decision. One day the decision will be taken from us, and we
will then suffer the consequences of the choice that we have made.

For centuries, the Jewish people tried to serve both God and idols, but
it never worked. Several centuries after both Moses and Joshua, Elijah
placed a similar choice before Israel on Mt. Carmel. “And Elijah came to
all the people and said, How long will you falter between two opinions?
If the Lord is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him. But the people
answered him not a word” (1 Kings 18:21). The people of Israel tried
to follow both God and Baal, and Elijah was placing an obvious choice
before the people. Immediately after this saying, we read of the contest
between Elijah and the 450 prophets of Baal, which resulted in a clear
victory for God. Nevertheless, it seemed to have made little difference in
the attitude of the people.

Even today, people continue to try to serve God and the world. “No
one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the
other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot
serve God and mammon [money]” (Matthew 6:24). We must decide and
do it today, because one day it will be too late. Jeremiah told the people
of his day that it was too late for them. He wrote, “The harvest is past,
the summer is ended, and we are not saved” (Jeremiah 8:20). It was too
late for his people because the nation was about to go into captivity. The
same is true of us. One day it will be too late for us. The decision will then
be taken away from us. We have before us the way of death and the way
of salvation. The way of death is the broad way, and many are traveling
that road. The way of life is narrow, and there are few traveling that road
(Mathew 7:13-14). We are all traveling one of those roads. On which road
are you traveling? Choose today which road you want. L

Jerry Bates is a missionary, Gospel preacher and one of the editors of the quarterly
magazine The Voice of Truth International. He resides in Winona, Mississippi, USA.
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ASSOCIATE EDITOR

ParRapoxes o
CHRISTIaNITY:
THE Same vetT
DiFFGRENT

Shane Fisher

A paradox is “a statement that seems
self-contradictory or absurd, yet in fact
expresses a possible truth” (www.dictionary.
com). The Bible contains many paradoxes
that unveil great truths. The paradox we
want to examine is that the Bible affirms absolute truths, some of which
are the same, yet different.

The Same God, Yet Different Ways of Revealing His Will

God is an eternal Being with infinite attributes (Psalm 90:2). However,
God chose to reveal His mind in several ways in the recent past. Hebrews
1:1-2 states, “God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time
past to the fathers by the prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by
His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He
made the worlds.” (1) God spoke directly to people at times —Adam and Eve
(Genesis 2:16-17; 3:9-17); (2) God communicated through dreams (Genesis
20:3; 31:11); (3) God communicated in visions (Genesis 15:1; Numbers 12:6);
(4) God spoke through the Urim and Thummim (Exodus 28:30); (5) God
inspired certain men to be prophets (2 Peter 1:20-21). Ultimately, Jesus, who
is God in the flesh, came (John 1:14). Jesus was given all authority in Heaven
and on Earth (Matthew 28:18). He delegated authority through the Holy Spirit
to the apostles and prophets to reveal the confirmed and permanent written
will of God that was once for all delivered in the first century A.D. (Acts 2:1-
4; Ephesians 2:19-22; Hebrews 2:1-4; 8:8-13; Jude 3).
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The Same God, Yet Different Covenants

There are several covenants given in the Bible, but the main two that stand
out are known as the Law of Moses and the Law of Christ (Hebrews 8:8-13).
The Law of Moses was given in the 1400s B.C. (Deuteronomy 5:1-3). It was
made with the nation of Israel and was temporary (Galatians 3:16-25). It was
a shadow of things to come (Hebrews 10:1-4). Jesus came to fulfill the Law
of Moses (Matthew 5:17-18). He did so at the cross in A.D. 30, and the Law
of Moses was done away (Hebrews 9:15-17; Ephesians 2:14-16; Colossians
2:14-17). Jesus gave a New Covenant that is binding upon all people (Isaiah
2:1-4; Matthew 26:28), and it is everlasting (Hebrews 13:20). This New
Covenant is the substance to which the shadows of the Law of Moses pointed
(Colossians 2:14-17). It provides a superior priesthood (Hebrews 7:11-28),
provides an assurance of a greater hope (Hebrews 4:1-6) and offers the absolute
forgiveness of sins (Hebrews 10:1-4). While there are many principles (faith,
obedience, love, the nature of God, etc.), historical lessons (1 Corinthians
10:1-11), and background information (Leviticus) that need to be gleaned
from the Old Testament (2 Timothy 3:15-17; Romans 15:4), we are no longer
bound by its specific legal details (sabbaths, feasts, dietary laws, etc.).

The Same Jesus, Yet Different Status

Jesus was to sit at the right hand of the Father after He ascended into
Heaven (Hebrews 1:1-3). He is reigning as King of kings at this time (1
Timothy 6:15). How long will Jesus reign over His present kingdom? First
Corinthians 15:24-28 states:

Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God the
Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and
power. For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His
feet. The last enemy that will be destroyed is death. For “He has
put all things under His feet.” But when He says “all things are
put under Him,” it is evident that He who put all things under
Him is excepted. Now when all things are made subject to Him,
then the Son Himself will also be subject to Him who put all
things under Him, that God may be all in all.

Jesus did not only make of Himself a sin sacrifice, resulting in His
immeasurable pain and agony (2 Corinthians 5:21), but He chose to
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willingly abide in a submissive status to the Father after He delivers His
kingdom (i.e., reign) back to Him. Jesus will continue to identify with
humanity forever. He is the God-man. This is in complete harmony with
other passages that confirm He serves as our Meditator between God and
man (1 Timothy 2:5). He is not ashamed to call us His brethren (Hebrews
2:9-11). Jesus is the firstborn among many brethren (Romans 8:29). Paul
affirms that we are joint-heirs with Christ (Romans 8:17).

The Same Book, Yet Different Materials

The Bible did not come down to us in a golden parachute as one of my
college professors said. The Bible shares a long history of transmission that
was written on different materials across the centuries. Part of it was written
on stone (the Ten Commandments, Exodus 31:18), clay, leather, papyrus and
parchment. A person ought to visit the website, The Center for the Study of
New Testament Manuscripts (www.csntm.org) to see all the copies of New
Testament manuscripts that have been captured digitally for future generations
to look back on for research. Those manuscripts were hand copied for centuries
until the Gutenburg printing press in the A.D. 1400s, which made it possible
to distribute literature more efficiently. Technology has come such a long way;,
enabling us now to view the Bible on our electronic tablets and cell phones.
Indeed, the Word of God does stand forever. 1 Peter 1:22-25 records:

Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through
the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fer-
vently with a pure heart, having been born again, not of corrupt-
ible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives
and abides forever, because “All flesh is as grass, and all the
glory of man as the flower of the grass. The grass withers, and its
flower falls away, but the word of the LORD endures forever.”
Now this is the word which by the gospel was preached to you.

The Same Saving Message, Yet Different Methods and Tools

The Gospel is the only way in which people can be saved from their sins.
Romans 1:16 states, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the
power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also
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for the Greek.” Itis truly remarkable to see the many ways to spread the Gospel
today. World Evangelism focuses on the foreign television, radio programs and
literature (tracts, books, magazines, etc.). Ve are now even expanding to have
those books and tracts in PDF format for brethren to download so that they
can share with their friends and neighbors. We are also filming digital videos
to be placed on YouTube and Rumble for brethren and non-Christians to view
anywhere in the world they have internet access. Other great brotherhood
works are using podcasts, Amazon Prime, Roku, etc. to spread the truth. I have
found, though, many brethren, unfortunately, do not take the initiative to learn
how to use these tools more effectively. Brethren, will you please learn how
to utilize these materials in spreading the Gospel?

The Same Person, Yet Different Mindset

We see a person who desires to obey the Gospel go down into the
water, being immersed, that same human is raised up out of the water. From
an earthly perspective, nothing has changed (i.e., their normal, physical
appearance is the same). However, those who have truly been convicted
that they are sinners in need of a Savior (Romans 3:23), who believed on
the Lord Jesus Christ (John 3:16; 8:24), repented of their sins (Acts 17:30),
confessed to live for Him the rest of their lives (Romans 10:9-10) and were
baptized into Him for the forgiveness of sins (Acts 2:38) — now have a
different mindset. They realize they have put to death that old man of sin
(Romans 6:3-7). They are no longer that person they used to be. They are
a new creation in Christ. They have been made new (2 Corinthians 5:17).

Colossians 3:1-3 states, “If then you were raised with Christ, seek
those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand
of God. Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. For
you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.”

Let us resolve in our hearts and minds to keep on having that different
mindset that separates ourselves from the worldly system we have left
behind (1 John 2:15-17). +

Shane Fisher is one of the editors of The Voice of Truth International, a missionary and
works with World Evangelism. He resides in Winona, Mississippi, USA.
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FOUNDING EDITOR

J.C. Choate

We are asking an important question:

1932—2008 How does one “Put off the old man of sin,

and put on the new man of righteousness?” In

other words, we need to see how we can leave the world of sin behind and

replace that life with righteousness by entering the church of Christ, which
is the spiritual body of Christ.

We are living in a time when the word “sin” has almost disappeared
from our vocabulary. Nowadays, the drunkard is an alcoholic, the one who
is hooked on drugs is a drug addict, the homosexual has simply taken an
alternative lifestyle, and on and on it goes with a whole list of other acts that
used to be labeled as sinful. However, | have news for you. Those things
are still wrong, and they are still listed as sins in God’s Word. Just because
they are not called by their rightful names by society and acknowledged to
be sins, that doesn’t mean that they are not sins. They can be whitewashed
and dressed up with nice-sounding terms and names, but they are still sins in
God’s eyes and in the eyes of His people.

These sins are referred to in the Scriptures as the works of the flesh,
and some of these are said to be “adultery, fornication, uncleanness,
lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath,
strife, seditions, heresies, envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings,
and such like” (Galatians 5:19-21). Paul said that those unrighteous people
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cannot enter the kingdom of God. (1 Corinthians 6:9-10). John wrote:

Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If
any man loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.
For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of
the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the
world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof, but he
that doeth the will of God abideth forever. (1 John 2:15-17)

Further, the apostle Paul penned:

But we know that the law is good, if a man use it lawfully; Know-
ing this, that the law is not made for a righteous man, but for
the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and for sinners, for
unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers and murderers of
mothers, for manslayers, for whoremongers, for them that defile
themselves with mankind, for menstealers, for liars, for perjured
persons, and if there be any other thing that is contrary to sound
doctrine; According to the glorious gospel of the blessed God,
which was committed to my trust. (1 Timothy 1:8-11).

Again, Paul wrote:

This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For
men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud,
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without
natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce,
despisers of those that are good, traitors, heady, highminded, lovers
of pleasures more than lovers of God; having a form of godliness,
but denying the power thereof; from such turn away. For of this
sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women
laden with sins, led away with divers lusts, ever learning, and never
able to come to the knowlodge of the truth. (2 Timothy 3:1-7)

What is sin? It is simply a transgression of the law of God, as well as
the law of man. John wrote:

Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is
the transgression of the law. And ye know that He was manifest-
ed to take away our sins; and in Him is no sin. Whosoever abi-
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deth in Him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen Him,
neither known Him. Little children, let no man deceive you: he
that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as He is righteous.
He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from
the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested,
that He might destroy the works of the devil.”” (1 John 3:4-8)

John taught that Christ came into this world, was without sin and gave
Himself that man might be saved from sin. Our Lord also came so the
works of the devil might be destroyed.

Paul declared, “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God”
(Romans 3:23). Again, he said, “But God commendeth His love toward us, in
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, being
now justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him”
(Romans 5:8-9). In Romans 6:23, Paul wrote, “For the wages of sin is death;
but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Speaking
of the world to come, John wrote, “But the fearful, and unbelieving, and
the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and
idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with
fire and brimstone: which is the second death.” (Revelation 21:8).

Do you recognize the sins that have been listed, as well as all of the others
that are in the world? Have you seen any of these things around you — in your
friends, in family members, even in yourself? Have you also seen what these
sins will do, even in this life, for those who commit them? They will hurt you
and cause you problems. Sins can destroy you and your family in countless
ways, both physically and spiritually. They can send your soul to hell.

So, what can be done about all of this? Must one go on suffering for
the sins he has committed, subsequently to live and to die without God
and without hope? Is there any way to rid oneself of sin, to be forgiven
and to have a better life? Yes, but there is a price to pay. Christ died for
you — that you might be saved - but in order for you to have salvation,
you must give up all of your sins and obey Him. It is just that simple, and
there is no other way to be saved. Obedience to God shouldn’t really be
hard when one realizes that a person simply must give up everything that
is destructive and exchange them for everything that is good!

The Bible describes a person in sin as being “the old man of sin.”
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It further describes those who have obeyed God as having put on “the
new man of righteousness” in Christ Jesus. This change is brought about
through one’s faith in God, by repenting — turning away from the life of
sin, confessing Christ as the Son of God and being baptized or buried in
water for the forgiveness of sins.

Let’s read from Romans 6 to see how this works. Paul penned:

What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may
abound? God forbid. How shall we that are dead to sin live any lon-
ger therein? Know ye not that so many of us as were baptized into
Jesus Christ were baptized into His death? Therefore we are buried
with Him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should
walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted together in the
likeness of His death, we shall be also in the likeness of His resur-
rection: Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with Him, that
the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not
serve sin. For he that is dead is freed from sin. Now if we be dead
with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him: Knowing
that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no
more dominion over him. For in that he died, he died unto sin once:
but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. (Romans 6:1-10)

In the foregoing, Paul showed that Christ died on the cross, was buried
in the tomb and was then resurrected to life. In a sinner’s obedience to the
Gospel, he mirrors what our Lord did for us: he dies to his sins, that is, he
repents of them; then he is buried in water to wash away those sins and,
in his obedience, he is cleansed by the blood of Christ; finally, he comes
up out of the water as a new creature, a new person in Christ. This is our
spiritual “new birth” (John 3:3-5). Paul concluded, “Therefore if any man
be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold,
all things are become new” (2 Corinthians 5:17).

As we turn to Colossians 3, Paul wrote to Christians at Colosse:

If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above,
where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on
things above, not on things on the earth. For ye are dead, and your
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life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, shall ap-
pear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory. Mortify therefore
your members which are upon the earth; fornication, uncleanness,
inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which
is idolatry: For which things’ sake the wrath of God cometh on the
children of disobedience: In the which ye also walked some time,
when ye lived in them. But now ye also put off all these; anger,
wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth.
Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with
his deeds; And have put on the new man, which is renewed in
knowledge after the image of Him that created Him: Where there is
neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumecision, Barbar-
ian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all.

Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of
mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering;
Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man
have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do
ye. And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of
perfectness. And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the
which also ye are called in one body; and be ye thankful. Let the
word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and ad-
monishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. And whatsoever ye
do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God and the Father by Him. (Colossians 3:1-17)

Now, in the words of the Scriptures, | think you can see that when one
puts off the old man of sin through his obedience to the Lord, he changes
his total behavior and attitudes. He adds good and wholesome qualities
that make this physical life worth living and that give him an eternal life to
anticipate. We must obey God in order to receive that promised reward.

J. C. Choate (1932-2008) was the Founding Editor of The Voice of Truth International.
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From the Crib
tothe Cross

Byron Nichols

It is common near the end of each
year to frequently see or hear reference
made to the crib, that is, the crib of the
Christ child. It’s not very common during
that season to hear or see as much said or
written about the cross of Christ. Let’s
take a look at these two very different
objects that played such prominent parts
in the earthly existence of Christ.

The Criband Beyond

That crib scene there in Bethlehem certainly had its mystery and
intrigue, its excitement, and its likely continuing questions on the part of
each of the new parents involved. Even though Mary had been given a
partial explanation by the angel Gabriel as to the very special role that
she was to play in becoming the mother of the Son of God, it still must
have been a matter of some concern to her. She was very willing to do all
she could to be and do what God desired of her, but surely, she still felt
somewhat insecure and unqualified at times.

Joseph likewise had had an encounter with an angel and was assured
that he had no reason to refrain from continuing his planned marriage to
Mary. The angel also told him briefly the astonishing news of just who
Joseph’s son (Luke 3:23) would be.

The Son of God’s entrance into this world was accompanied by the
adoration of the shepherds and the wise men. In grave contrast, this birth
also brought about the death of other male children of Bethlehem, all

20



because of the brutal decree of King Herod. Some thirty-three years later,
other men in high places who were fearful and insecure would finally
succeed in doing to a grown man what Herod had been unable to do to a
small infant. Thus, God’s Son went from a crib, surrounded by threatening
danger, to ultimately wind up being nailed to a Roman cross.

The Years Between the Criband the Cross

It doesn’t require a lot of searching or deep study to learn very quickly
that Christ’s ministry or service here on earth was full of attention given to
folks who were unacquainted with the limelight. Many of them were socially
and economically deprived. Jesus mixed and mingled with the forgotten, the
ignored and the shunned. He had no qualms about associating with and eating
with sinners of various kinds, with tax collectors and people of public disdain.

Jesus made known that God is a loving Father who didn’t pick and
choose who He wanted to bless or save, but rather He caused the sunshine
to be enjoyed by all, and He made the rain to fall on both the just and the
unjust (Matthew 5:45). The apostle Peter found out the hard way that God
doesn’t play favorites, as we read Peter’s words in Acts 10:34, “...In truth
I perceive that God shows no partiality.”

Christ used His life to demonstrate the beauty and the necessity of love for
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the Father, and also the wisdom of trusting in the promises of God. Jesus was
so full of love for the Father that He of His own accord chose to go to the cross
rather than disappoint His Father by turning His back on His earthly mission
of exemplifying and sharing the love of God with all who would listen.

Boththe Criband the Cross Reveal God with Us

In Matthew 1:23, Matthew quoted from Isaiah’s prophecy regarding the
birth of Christ as found in Isaiah 7:14. It says, “Behold, the virgin shall be
with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel...”
Then Matthew added, “which is translated, ‘God with us.””” Thus, God was
in the midst of men even in the form of that baby in the crib in Bethlehem.
Several years later Paul proclaimed to the men of Athens at Mars Hill that
God “is not far from each one of us” (Acts 17:27).

The Bible affirms that God is omnipresent, which means that He is
present everywhere simultaneously, and thus He is most assuredly with us!

Even at the cross the Father made His presence and His power known.
(1) He cast the whole world into darkness for a period of three hours. (2)
He caused the veil in the Temple to be torn in two from top to bottom. (3)
He caused the earth to quake, with numerous graves being opened, and
many saints were raised from their graves (after Jesus’ resurrection). Yes
indeed, God was in their midst.

What a name — “Immanuel” — “God with us”! Just as He was with
men in the first century, so He is with us even today. As important as the
crib was, it also served to mark the beginning of a journey destined to
end at the cross. The cross was a humiliating spectacle, yet it marked the
culmination of a life lived totally for the benefit of others. L

Byron Nichols is Editor Emeritus of The Voice of Truth International. He resides in
Springfield, Missouri, USA.

(1 Phil Sander’s Search TV pro- h
grams are on 80 broadcast TV sta-
tions, 23 broadcast radio stations,
130 public and cable access sys-
tems, and 2 satellite systems (Dish and DirecTV). Benefit from the les-
sons, support the preaching of the Gospel. Phone: 800-321-8633; email:
\_search@searchtv.org; Website: www.searchtv.org. )
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The Elestric Eel - God's Taser

David Everson

The electric eel (Electrophorus electricus) is indeed an amazing
creation. God in His infinite wisdom came close with the creation of this
fish to stretching the limits of man’s imagination with the abilities He
designed into this animal. Let’s take a look at the new, recent discoveries
about the electric eel.

As a predator in the waterways of South America, it is capable of
unleashing a potent electrical jolt to zap its prey helpless. However, this
zap is not used merely to stun other fish as has been thought for many
years. Its abilities go far beyond just a mere stunning discharge. Indeed,
the Master Designer gave eels abilities far beyond something that crude.
Let’s look at the electric eel and marvel at the Designer’s handiwork.

For people not familiar with electric eels, they have serpentine bodies
with flattened heads and can reach lengths of 6 to 8 feet. They are native
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to the Amazon and Orinoco river basins. They possess electric organs with
specialized cells called electrocytes that serve as the biological batteries
that can generate and discharge up to 600 volts to subdue prey and defend
against their predators. This God-given ability is amazing, but it is nothing
in light of the studies about their use and control of this electrical ability.

New studies have shown that eels use electrical generating ability to
exert a form of remote control over their victims, causing fish that may be
hiding to twitch when a small electrical discharge is emitted. This, then,
exposes the location of fish for easy hunting, or induces an involuntary
muscle contraction that may incapacitate the prey.

Studies show how the electrical discharges remotely activate the
prey’s neurons, or nerve cells, that control the muscles. As the eel hunts,
it periodically gives off two high-voltage pulses separated by a very brief
pause. This causes a massive involuntary twitch in nearby hidden prey,
and the eels, who are hypersensitive to water movements, can detect this
motion caused by the twitch, learning the other fish’s location. The eel can
or will deliver a full blast of a longer, high-voltage shock to immobilize
prey by massive involuntary muscle contractions. It is much like a
discharged taser; this paralyzes muscles, thus enabling an easy capture by
the eel. One scientist has said about electric eels, “Although they are not
known to Kill people, they are capable of incapacitating humans, horses
and obviously fish during their electric discharge.”

In addition to taking control of the muscles of its prey and then
“tasering” them, the electric eel can also use its abilities to navigate
through the rivers in which it lives. As the eel swims, it periodically gives
off a low-voltage pulse that seems to work as sort of a radar system for
navigating dark and murky water.

We see the Master Designer has created amazing abilities in a lowly
fish that modern man has just discovered in the past 20 years. God created
eels with these traits with living cells and not mechanical equipment. Let us
be in awe and give praise to Him who created all things for His pleasure.®

David Everson is a retired biology teacher and conducts creation science seminars.
He is also an elder in the church of Christ in Belington, West Virginia, USA.

26



EVIDENCES

What If?

Betty Burton Choate

For a few minutes, let’s play a pretend game. | open my eyes. I’ve
never seen this world before, nor do | know anything about the “body”
in which I find myself. In my mind, there is no yesterday, not even a real
consciousness of what time, space and matter are. My mind is flooded
with the questions, “Who am 1?” “What am 1?” “What is all of this around
me?” “I am totally adrift in an existence of unknowns!”

Move forward to 2022. | wake in the morning and open my eyes to my
familiar world. I know my body, my joys, my aches and pains, my family,
my day-to-day life, my work and my history. | even know world history,
going back thousands of years. My mind is flooded with awareness.

These are two entirely different scenarios, but they hold one major thing
in common: throughout the history of humans, regardless of how much or
how little was known, there has grown an awareness within the soul (even if
the existence of “the soul” was not clearly known) of an empty hole within.
Historically, regardless of how primitive and uninformed a group might be, in
humanity’s struggle to fill that hole, mankind carved and worshipped “gods.”

Today, there are still primitive, isolated tribal groups that build their gods
and worship them. In contrast, there are highly educated people who totally
decry any idea of “god.” They look around at everything that exists and see
themselves—humans—as the most intelligent beings in existence. Consequently,
they elevate themselves upon their own altars and worship themselves.

However, now, look at the starkness of reality. We have a book
called “the Bible.” More copies of it have been circulated throughout the
world, in more languages, than any other book. It claims to have been
written by men who were directed by the Holy Spirit — one member of the
Godhead, Who is introduced and explained in its pages. God used about
40 men to do the writing over a period of 1500 years. If humans had done
this, it would be filled with errors and contradictions, and yet, the Bible is
one amazing and coherent narrative from beginning to end!
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What is its theme? It answers those questions that the first man, Adam,
must have had when he opened his eyes. Immediately, his Creator made
Himself known to him. No human mind could then or can now comprehend
the greatness and the power of God.

Yes, He cares about miniscule details that would seem unimportant
to humans. Look closely at a despised little weed growing in your yard.
We can’t see them with the naked eye, but it is a fact that every living
thing is made up of cells that function exactly as they were designed to
do, to enable the “thing” to live and to do whatever it was created to do —
interacting and interwoven with the entire creation.

The human body is made up of about 37.2 trillion cells, and every cell
is made up of 100 trillion atoms, but according to scientists, atoms are
made up of protons, neutrons and electrons, which are even smaller! Every
living thing is composed of these zillions of immeasurable tiny things!
Furthermore, every particle of every living thing has its own job to do,
working together with all the other particles, so that the body of a flower,
the body of a beetle or the body of a human functions precisely as it was
designed to do! What amazing wonders take place continually in all of life
— amazing things entirely beyond our comprehension, and yet they go on
automatically, even without one’s mental awareness that it is happening!

Who had the intelligence and the power to bring all of this into
existence? Who could create the endlessness of the known universe? Who
would be concerned enough about details to create the tiniest of miniscule
particles that make up living matter? The answer is in that amazing
revelation, the Bible: “In the beginning GOD...”

Who am I? | am a human, made in the image of my Creator God. What
am 1? Aphysical body imbued with an immortal soul that will never die. What
is all of this around me? God’s unfathomable universe, created by His mighty
hand! Because of my love and obedience to Him, and the sacrifice of our Lord,
Jesus Christ, for me, I will be going to that new heaven and new earth when |
leave this world, never to die again, living always in His presence! +

Betty Burton Choate is the widow of J.C. Choate, founder of The Voice of Truth Inter-
national. She resides in Winona, Mississippi, USA.
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Dees Belief in
Jesus Malter?

Arlis Richardson

If a person is interested in going to Heaven, it most definitely does
matter what one believes about Jesus. “For God so loved the world that
he gave his only begotten Son, that whomsoever believes in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).

There are those who claim to believe in Jesus as being a true person
that walked this earth, but some believe He was just another great religious
leader. Still others believe He was a prophet like Jeremiah, Daniel or Moses.
Jesus Himself left no doubt that He was more than any of these. “When
Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples,
saying, ‘Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?’” (Matthew 16:13
NKJV). “So they said, ‘Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and
others Jeremiah or one of the prophets’” (Matthew 16:14).

None of these, of course, were true, although people believed in Jesus
to an extent. However, our Lord wanted to firmly establish in the minds of
His followers exactly Who He was (and is). “He said to them, ‘But who
do you say that I am?’” (Matthew 16:15). “Simon Peter answered and
said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God’” (Matthew 16:16).
This is what must be believed about Jesus, as shown by our Lord’s next
words, “...“Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has
not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. And | also say
to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and
the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it’” (Matthew 16:17-18).

Jesus was stating that upon the very truth Peter uttered — that He was
indeed the Christ, the Son of the living God — His church would be built.
That church is composed of people who have acknowledged that same

29



Gob

truth that Peter recognized. Romans 10:10 reads, “For with the heart one
believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto
salvation.” What is to be confessed? “Therefore whoever confesses Me
before men, him I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven.
But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father
who is in heaven” (Matthew 10:32-33). That confession is the same made
by the eunuch in Acts 8:37, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”
The next verse shows that the eunuch subsequently was baptized.

In summary, a person might believe “in Jesus” but not believe that He
is the Son of God. However, if a person wants to live in eternity in Heaven,
he must accept the fact that Jesus is the Son of God. Inherent in that belief
is all that Jesus taught and did. Yes, it most definitely matters what one
believes about Jesus. L ]

Arlis Richardson has preached for decades for the churches of Christ in the USA, and
is now deceased.

Robison’s Rubies

Jesus said, “Blessed are those who

hunger and thirst for righteousness,

for they shall be filled” (Matthew 5:6

NKJV). Everybody has some kind of

acquaintance (some more than others)

with thirst for water and hunger for

food. If those go too long, theyare tragically painful and deadly. It would

seem there is nothing worse. The instinct of hunger and thirst is built into

humankind so that people will get their needed nourishment. Hunger and

thirst for righteousness, though, is a choice. It seems many people just go

with the way of the world and care little about justice, goodness, kindness

and righteousness. The world needs people who hunger and thirst for

righteousness. | personally need to hunger and thirst for righteousness.

There isa precious promise from the Bread of Life that anyone who hungers
and thirsts for righteousness will be filled.

30



The Gaadr:;ss of God

Samuel Osei Young

Introduction

One of the most encouraging and challenging topics of the Bible to study
is “The Goodness of God.” When we know that God is good, we can and
must live with love and kindness in our hearts toward others. As Christians,
we are to be good and to do good because God is good. What does it mean
to say that God is good? Let us see what the Bible has to say on this topic.

Matthew 19:16-17 tells us of a conversation Jesus had with a rich
ruler. “Now behold, one came and said to Him, ‘Good Teacher, what
good thing shall 1 do that I may have eternal life?” So He said to him,
‘Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God. But if
you want to enter into life, keep the commandments’” (NKJV).

The Greek word used here and elsewhere in the New Testament for
“good” is agathos. It means “beneficial in its effect, being good in its
character or constitution.” No human being can make a claim to being wholly
good in character. As Romans 3:10-12 states, “As it is written: “There is
none righteous, no, not one; There is none who understands; There is
none who seeks after God. They have all turned aside; They have together
become unprofitable; There is none who does good, no, not one.””

Only God is wholly good — God the Father, God the Son and God the
Holy Spirit. Concerning Himself, Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd. The
good shepherd gives His life for the sheep” (John 10:11). Jesus is good,
just as God the Father is good. We see the goodness of God made manifest
in the life of Jesus. As Acts 10:38 tells us, “...Jesus of Nazareth...went
about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for
God was with Him.” On one occasion, after Jesus healed a deaf man, the
crowd gave the following response. “And they were astonished beyond
measure, saying, ‘He has done all things well. He makes both the deaf
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to hear and the mute to speak’” (Mark 7:37). As God in the flesh, Jesus
demonstrated the goodness of God in everything He did. In Jesus, we
see the goodness of God in a living person! What does the goodness of
God look like, and what does it mean for us?

The Goodness of God Ts Merciful

1. *“And the Lord passed before him and proclaimed, ‘The Lord, the
Lord God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in
goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity
and transgression and sin...”” (Exodus 34:6-7).

2. *“For His merciful kindness is great toward us, And the truth of the
Lord endures forever. Praise the Lord!”” (Psalm 117:2).

3. “But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which
He loved us, even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive to-
gether with Christ (by grace you have been saved)” (Ephesians 2:4-5).

4. *“Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may
obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need” (Hebrews 4:16).

God, in His goodness, is merciful. Because He is merciful, He has
made salvation possible through the blood of His Son, Jesus. This salvation
is available to all who are willing to embrace it in obedient faith.

The Goodness of God Provides Help
1. “Hear, O Lord, and have mercy on me; Lord, be my helper!” (Psalm
30:10).

2. “God is our refuge and strength, A very present help in trouble”
(Psalm 46:1).

3. “For in that He Himself has suffered, being tempted, He is able to
aid those who are tempted” (Hebrews 2:18; see also Hebrews 4:16).

4. “Sowe may boldly say: ‘The Lord is my helper; I will not fear. What
can man do to me?’”” (Hebrews 13:6).
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Jesus demonstrated this characteristic of God as He time and time
again responded to cries for help by healing people of their diseases
(Matthew 15:25-28; Mark 9:20-27). God has promised to help us in time
of need if we are willing to come to Him in faith and are ready to receive
what He has to offer.

The Goodness of God Gives Strength

1. “The Lord is my strength and my shield; My heart trusted in Him,
and | am helped; Therefore my heart greatly rejoices, And with my
song | will praise Him” (Psalm 28:7).

2. “The Lord will give strength to His people; The Lord will bless His
people with peace” (Psalm 29:11).

3. “But the salvation of the righteous is from the Lord; He is their
strength in the time of trouble” (Psalm 37:39).

4. “l can do all things through Christ who strengthens me” (Philip-
pians 4:13)

God provides strength and guidance to those who recognize their
need for Him. Too many people rely on their own strength and their own
wisdom as they go through life. They end up failing miserably. As Jesus
said in Matthew 5:3, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.” Heaven is reserved for those who recognize their
need for God and are willing to receive His help.

The Goodness of God Offers Hope

“And now, Lord, what do | wait for? My hope isin You” (Psalm 39:7).

2. “Behold, the eye of the Lord is on those who fear Him, On those who
hope in His mercy” (Psalm 33:18).

3. “O Israel, hope in the Lord; For with the Lord there is mercy, And
with Him is abundant redemption” (Psalm 130:7).

4. “Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believ-
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ing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit”
(Romans 15:13).

5. *“Tothem God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory
of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope
of glory” (Colossians 1:27).

6. “Command those who are rich in this present age not to be haughty,
nor to trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us
richly all things to enjoy” (1 Timothy 6:17).

In His goodness, God is a giver — a giver of hope and a giver of all that is
good. In fact, every good gift comes from God (James 1:17; Matthew 7:7-11).

ﬂasponding to the Goodness of God

How should we respond to the goodness of God? The Bible gives us
the following five courses of action.
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Trust and obey. This is where we must begin. God, in His goodness,
has made salvation possible for every one of us. The only proper way
to respond is in obedient faith. We must believe in God’s Son and
in His sacrifice for us (Romans 10:17; Hebrews 11:6). We must be
willing to confess our faith in Him before men (Matthew 10:32-33;
Romans 10:10). We must be willing to repent of our sinful way of life
and turn to the Lord (Luke 13:3, 5; Acts 2:38). Further, we must be
baptized into Christ for the forgiveness (remission) of our sins (Acts
2:38; 22:16). Because God gave His Son to die for our sins, we can
have our sins washed away by being united with Christ in baptism
(Romans 6:1-4; Galatians 3:26-27).

Follow God’s Instruction for Daily Living. \We must seek to do every-
thing we do in a manner to please God and bring glory to His name (Ro-
mans 12:1-2; 1 Corinthians 10:31; 2 Corinthians 5:9-10; 14:14-16). This
means we need to study God’s Word daily so that we can understand and
obey God’s instructions to us (Psalms 1:1-6; 119:11, 97, 105). It means
imitating the example of Jesus (1 Peter 2:21; 1 John 2:6), and it means
continuing to be faithful to the Lord until death (Revelation 2:10).

Imitate God’s Goodness. As Christians, we should seek to do for others
what God has done for us (Ephesians 4:32; Colossians 3:12-13; 1 John
4:11, 19). We should be imitators of God (Ephesians 5:1-2). When the
world looks at Christians, it should be able to see that God is good!

Pray for What is Good. God wants to bless us. He wants to give us
what is good, but we have to be willing to ask for the good things,
which are often not the things we may want at the time. In addition,
we have to be ready to receive these good things (Matthew 6:9-13;
7:7-11; Luke 11:9-13; James 1:5-8; 4:2-3).

Wait for the Lord. If we really believe that God is good, we must
learn to trust in His goodness. God will take care of us and provide
for our needs as He knows what is best at the time. He knows what is
right. We must learn to wait on the Lord. “Wait on the Lord; Be of
good courage, And He shall strengthen your heart; Wait, | say, on
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the Lord!” (Psalm 27:14). “Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for
Him; Do not fret because of him who prospers in his way, Because
of the man who brings wicked schemes to pass. Cease from anger,
and forsake wrath; Do not fret — it only causes harm. For evildoers
shall be cut off; But those who wait on the Lord, They shall inherit
the earth” (Psalm 37:7-9).

Have you not known? Have you not heard? The everlast-
ing God, the Lord, The Creator of the ends of the earth, Nei-
ther faints nor is weary. His understanding is unsearch-
able. He gives power to the weak, And to those who have no
might He increases strength. Even the youths shall faint and
be weary, And the young men shall utterly fall, But those
who wait on the Lord Shall renew their strength; They shall
mount up with wings like eagles, They shall run and not
be weary, They shall walk and not faint. (Isaiah 40:28-31)

Conclusion

God is good! Let us trust in His goodness and follow His good
instructions. Let us allow His goodness to mold us and to make us more
like Him every day! “The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, Slow
to anger and great in mercy. The Lord is good to all, And His tender
mercies are over all His works” (Psalm 145:8-9). L

Samuel Osei Young is a Gospel preacher in Accra, Ghana, West Africa.
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1999. Thousands of articles, written by faithful Christians, are archived and
selectable through the onsite search engine. GGO is free to users through-
out the world, and it is visited regularly even in parts of the world that
remain virtually inaccessible to missionaries. (gospelgazette.com)
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THE WORD OF GOD

Haudbing Anight the Wond

Paul Clements

In rightly dividing the Word of God (2 Timothy 2:15), we must remember
God has had three distinct plans, methods and dispensations in His dealing
with mankind. The first, the Patriarchal Age, lasted from creation to Sinai
and for a period of approximately 2,500 years. In this age, God spoke directly
to the fathers. After selecting Israel as His chosen people, God gave a law
for the Israelites alone. This Mosaic Dispensation, from the giving of the
Law at Mt. Sinai to the death of Christ, lasted approximately 1,500 years.
Many of the things God commanded at the first were incorporated into the
Mosaic law. The Jews obeyed these instructions, not because they had been
commanded by God in the Patriarchal Age but because God made them a
part of the Law of Moses to which they were subject.

Though today we have a new and a better covenant, Jesus included in
His New Testament many of the principles found in the Mosaic Law. All
believers live in respect of and in obedience to the New Covenant because
it is the will of God for man today. Again, we do these things, not because
some of these principles were part of the Jewish law, but because they are
incorporated into the New Covenant.

At the death of Christ, the Old Law (Mosaic Law) was fulfilled. Jesus
took it out of the way to make room for a New Testament (Colossians
2:14). The new covenant had been prophesied (Jeremiah 31:31). When
Jesus died, His new and better covenant came into force (Hebrews 9:16-
17). 1t was dedicated by the blood of Christ.

Many of the problems in the world of Christendom result from a
failure to rightly divide the Word of Truth. There is an Old Testament and
a New Testament. There are further divisions in both the Old and New.
Jesus divided the Old Testament in this manner: the law, the prophets and
the psalms (Luke 24:44).

The New Testament also has subdivisions. If one wishes to learn of the
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life and teachings of Christ, he must go to the first four books of the New
Testament, the books of testimony (John 20:30-31). To learn of the beginning
of the church and how people are converted to Christianity, one must go to
Acts. It is here that we learn how people render obedience to the Gospel and
are translated into the kingdom (Acts 2:47; Colossians 2:13; John 3:3, 5).

The third part of the New Testament is made up of the epistles — letters
addressed to the churches telling Christians how to live. The Revelation,
prophetic in design and figurative in style, was given for the immediate
needs of first century Christians (Revelation 1:1-3).

Every part of God’s Word is important, but we can’t go to a nullified
law to prove that instrumental music should be a part of Christian worship.
We can’t prove baptism is not essential to salvation by appealing to an
event that occurred under the Mosaic Law (Luke 23:39-43). We can’t
insist on direct leading of the Holy Spirit in the lives of Christians by
claiming a promise made specifically to the apostles (John 14:26; 16:13).

May we all follow God’s instruction and respect the authority of
His Word. May we all put forth a studied (diligent) effort that we prove
ourselves worthy workmen that have nothing of which to be ashamed. #

Paul Clements is a former elder, a Gospel preacher, a writer and a hymn composer. He
lives in Pike Road, Alabama, USA.

Using guilt by association, the Jewish religious leaders called Jesus
“a glutton and a winebibber, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!”
(Luke 7:34 NKJV). Most of their accusations were, of course, false,
but no truer words were ever spoken than ‘Jesus Christ is a friend of
sinners.” Thank God He is, else He would never have died for us, and
we would still all be sinners.
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Can We See the Bible Alike?

Rodney Nulph

When Paul wrote to the church at Philippi, he demanded, “Let us
therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in anything
ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal this unto you. Nevertheless,
whereto we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us
mind the same thing. Brethren be followers together of me and mark
them which walk so as ye have us for an ensample” (Philippians 3:15-
17). The Holy Spirit, through Paul, expected the saints at Philippi to see the
Bible alike! They were to walk ““by the same rule,” denoting a standard or
a pattern. That pattern or standard is God’s Word. Sadly, many today see
the Bible in different ways. Some interpret it one way and others another
way. However, the Bible does not mean different things to each reader. If it
meant different things to different people, there would be no way we could
“walk by the same rule,” for we would all have different rules — different
standards. Nevertheless, that is exactly what is happening in our world and
sadly, in some cases, even in the church. The question “Can we see the
Bible alike?” begs an answer.

The Facts

The very Book we are discussing affirms that we can see the Bible
alike. In fact, to say that the Bible means different things to different
people is to completely misunderstand its contents. Moses affirmed that
we can all see the Bible alike when he penned, “The secret things belong
unto the Lord our God: but those things which are revealed belong unto
us and to our children for ever, that we may do all the words of this
law” (Deuteronomy 29:29). David declared that the Bible can be seen by
all alike when he wrote, “Through thy precepts | get understanding...”
(Psalm 119:104). Notice carefully David did not say that God’s precepts
create confusion and dismay but rather understanding! The apostle of love
was clear about our understanding the Bible alike as he scribed, “And
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many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his
disciples, which are not written in this book: But these are
written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through
his name” (John 20:30-31). Paul was clear about the universal
interpretation of Scripture when he wrote, “Whereby, when
ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of
Christ” (Ephesians 3:4).

The Fog

The Bible is obviously quite clear in affirming that we can
all see its contents alike, but many fail to see the Bible alike.
Why is that? While | am certain there are other reasons than
what we will notice in this article, following are a few of the
fogs that cause people to see the Bible differently.

e People can cause us to see the Bible differently. Sometimes
people in our clan or family will persuade us to not understand
the Bible properly. Some insist on believing things religiously
because of what their mothers or grandmothers believed. “If it
was good enough for grandpa to believe, it is good enough for
me to believe as well.” How sad (Matthew 10:34-37; 19:29)!
Sometimes people in crowds cause a fog that prevents us from
seeing the Bible alike. However, we must remember that the
majority is often not right religiously (Matthew 7:13-21).

e Pride can cause us to not see the Bible alike. It takes
humility to admit we do not know certain things. Sadly, some
are so proud that they will never admit they do not know
something or may have practiced something wrong religiously.
Truth seekers, not self-seekers, find truth (Matthew 5:3; 6).
e Phony doctrine is another cause for not seeing the Bible
alike (Matthew 13:14-15; 1 John 4:1; 2 Thessalonians 2:9-
11). The persuader, Satan himself, is another fog that causes
people to see the Bible differently. Paul confirmed that “the
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god of this world” can and will blind people’s eyes to the truth (2
Corinthians 4:3-4).

The Fortune

Truth can be known and understood (John 8:32). When we clear the
fog from our eyes, the fact remains that the Bible is meant to be read,
studied, understood and obeyed. When we see truth for what it really is,
we have found a real fortune! We have the fortune of a standard. We
can know what is right and what is wrong. We know how to conduct
ourselves in every daily situation when we know truth. We have found
the fortune of sturdiness. We are no longer carried about by every wind
of doctrine (Ephesians 4:14). We have an anchor to hold us in times of
distress (Hebrews 6:19-20). We have found the fortune of the Savior. To
find and understand truth is to find Jesus the Lord! In fact, without God’s
Word, we can never really know Jesus (John 5:39).

Can we all see the Bible alike? Absolutely! We can and must “walk
by the same rule”! Religiously, may we only speak those things that are
sound doctrine (Titus 2:1). Peter’s command is so fitting. “If any man
speak, let him speak as the oracles of God...” (1 Peter 4:11). If we would
just do that, we all could see the Bible alike! |

Rodney Nulph is a Gospel preacher and the Associate Editor of Gospel Gazette Online
magazine.

Kewwer’'s Pewnres

“For the grace of God that brings salvation has
appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live
soberly, righteously, and godly in the present
age” (Titus 2:11-12 NKJV). The concept of

salvation by grace is true, but it becomes false when someone adds the
word “alone” or “only.” We are saved by grace but not saved by grace
alone. The serpent did the same thing to Eve by adding one little word,
“not,” as in “You shall not surely die.” Words matter!
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5-MINUTE

BIBLE STUDY

How God
Recognizes the Stranger

Paula Bates

He administers justice for the fatherless and the widow, and
the stranger, giving him food and . Therefore

love the stranger, for you were strangers in the land of

Deuteronomy 10:18-19

And if a stranger dwells with you in your land, you shall not
him. The stranger who among you shall be

to you as one among you, and you shall love him as

yourself: for you were strangers in the land of Egypt: | am the

Lord your God. Leviticus 19:33-34

One shall be for the native born and the stranger who

dwells among you. Exodus 12:49

I was a and you did not take ME in, naked and you

did not cloth ME, and in prison, and did not visit ME.

Matthew 25:43

[Widows] well reported for good works: if she has brought up

children, if she has strangers, if she has washed the

saints’ feet, if she has relieved the , if she has dili-

gently followed every good work. | Timothy 5:10

Let brotherly love continue. Do not forget to

strangers, for by so doing some have unwittingly entertained

. Hebrews 13:1-2
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There Gre Not
MEny Weys to [Eeven

Sunny David

Most  people
believe that as
long as one is sin-
cere and honest
about his religious
beliefs that it does
not matter what
one does religious-
ly and that all reli-
gious people will
finally enter Heav-
en. In essence, all
humanity is try-
ing to worship and
please the same God Who is the Creator of all things, including man. All
humanity has sinned against God. Yet, the world is very much divided re-
ligiously. There are many faiths and many different beliefs about origins.
In almost every religion on earth there are many honest and sincere people
who are trying their best to please God and thus hope that He will open the
door of Heaven for them when they leave their earthly existence.

However, the fact is that being sincere and honest does not always and
necessarily mean that one is right. One may sincerely drink or swallow
poison from a wrongly labeled bottle of medicine, honestly believing it
to be the right medicine, and die. Poison will not save one, no matter how
sincerely it is taken. The Bible says, “There is a way that seems right to
a man, but its end is the way of death” (Proverbs 16:25). Through the
account of the wise and the foolish builder, Christ taught a very powerful
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lesson on this subject that we all need to heed. He said:

Not everyone who says to Me, Lord, Lord, shall enter the king-
dom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in Heaven.
Many will say to Me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophe-
sied in your name, cast out demons in your name, and done many
wonders in your name? And then | will declare to them, | never
knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness. There-
fore, whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, 1 will
liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: and the
rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on
that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. But
everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them
will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand: and the
rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on
that house: and it fell. And great was its fall. (Matthew 7:21-27)

In this narrative, Christ taught that many on earth are living with false
hope, thinking and believing that whatever they are doing in His name will
be acceptable. However, it is not going to be true on the Day of Judgment
when many will discover that they were on a wrong way (Matthew 7:13-14).

God has appointed Jesus Christ as the one Mediator between God and
man through whom every individual can be reconciled to God (1 Timothy
2:5; 2 Corinthians 5:19-21). Based on what He has done for the salvation
of man from sin (John 3:16; 1 John 4:10), He declared, “I am the way,
the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me”
(John 14:6). Through Jesus, we learn what we should do to be saved (Mark
16:16). He taught the way we all must worship God acceptably (John
4:24). He should be our example in life (1 Peter 2:21). If we want God to
receive us in Heaven, we must hear what He taught and do what He said.
Only by doing that can we make sure that we are on the way that is right
and which will lead us to Heaven. ]

Sunny David lives in New Delhi, India, and is a Hindi-speaking TV evangelist and an
elder for the Lord’s church.
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Because You

Cecil May, Jr.

Because of the uncertainty of life, people are frequently exhorted to be
baptized “because you may die.” Death can come at any time, to the old or
to the young. We must be ready when death comes.

On the other hand, the Christian life is an “abundant life” (John
10:10). The fellowship of fellow Christians — brothers and sisters, mothers
and fathers in the Lord, people who will help you when you need them — is
ours in Christ (Mark 10:29-30).

Real joy is found in loving your neighbor — in feeding the hungry, visit-
ing the lonely,
mowing  the
lawn of the in-
firm, helping
others anony-
mously, being
good even to
our enemies —
as Jesus com-
manded. Even
if there were
no Heaven, the

Christian life
is still the best
lifeto live. #

So, become a Christian or be more faithful because you may live!

Cecil May, Jr. is Dean-Emeritus of the Bible Department at Faulkner University in Mont-
gomery, Alabama, USA.

[Editor’s Note: Allurements to be baptized because the baptistry water is warm or be-
cause this is a convenient time, etc. are not valid reasons for being baptized. Rather,
conviction ought to be the factor that leads to conversion. ~ Louis Rushmore, Editor]
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Twe Owry ApproacH 1o 6oo

Justin Guin

Recently, one mantra that became quite popular was, “I am living my
own truth.” It contends each person lives by his or her own standards of truth
for his or her life. One celebrity tried to use it to escape criminal charges by
declaring she was not guilty because according to her truth she did what was
right. This is one example that demonstrates the pluralistic nature of our
culture — embracing multiple or alternate competing views simultaneously.

This principle is especially evident in religious matters. Many assert that
God is whomever or whatever one desires him to be. There is no objective
instruction to guide people in their pursuit of faith. Of course, this is an issue
because the Bible makes many claims to be the only objective truth that leads
to faith and to a relationship with God (Romans 10:17; 2 Timothy 3:16-17;
2 Peter 1:3; Psalm 119:105). Consider one of the most well-known passages
in John’s Gospel account. “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth,
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me’”” (John 14:6).
This passage is exclusive and runs perpendicular to our world’s pluralistic
worldview. Anyone approaching God must do so through Jesus Christ.

We must approach God through Jesus because He is the way to
God. In Jesus’ approximately 33-year earthly life, He showed the world
how God desires each of us to live. Thus, a disciple must live as Jesus did
and submit to His commandments (1 Peter 2:25; 1 John 2:5-6). In addition,
Jesus’ death and resurrection provided a new covenant that gave the entire
world access to God without the Law of Moses (1 John 2:1). We can now
behold God with “unveiled face” (2 Corinthians 3:18).

All must approach God through Jesus because He is the Truth.
Jesus is the embodiment of Truth. John stated that Christ was full of “grace
and truth” (John 1:14, 18). He made God known to us in human terms,
and His Word must govern our lives (John 14:21).

Everyone must approach God through Jesus because He is the life.
Jesus is the originator of life (John 1:4). Jesus’ life provided eternal life for
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all of humanity (John 3:16). He paid sin’s death penalty, and everyone now
can have have the free gift of eternal life (Romans 6:23).

In matters of faith, we’re expected to follow God’s objective Truth. There
is only one way to approach God the Father. It is through Jesus Christ. %

[Editor’s Note: Indeed, the free gift of eternal salvation, as a result of Christ’s vicari-
ous death on Calvary’s cross, is available to all of humanity. However, only those who
obey Jesus Christ (Hebrews 5:9), that is, those who demonstrate an obedient faith
(Romans 1:5; 16:26), satisfy the divine stipulations to receive that free gift. All who do
not obey the Gospel (2 Thessalonians 1:8; 1 Peter 4:17) or who do not remain faithful
(1 Peter 2:20-22; Revelation 2:10) will be lost. Many souls will perish (Matthew 7:13-14),
but happily an innumerable and vast contingent of mankind will enjoy eternal life (Rev-
elation 7:9-10). Jesus spelled out what constitutes initial obedience or how to become
a child of God (Mark 16:16), and the apostle Peter preached the same message on the
birthday of the Lord’s church (Acts 2:38). ~ Louis Rushmore, Editor]

Robison’s
Rubies

Believe in God because of
natural law. Who would
expect that the systematic
inner workings of a car
or a computer could just
arrange themselves by
chance? They need creation and constant maintenance. Why would
anyone surmise that a marvelous universe with predictable patterns
just organized itself by chance? Paul once said that God “did not leave
Himself without witness, in that He did good, gave us rain from
heaven and fruitful seasons...”” (Acts 14:17). To the great philosophers
of ancient Athens, Paul declared that God “gives to all life, breath, and
all things” (Acts 17:25). It is more reasonable to admit that these things
came about by design rather than by chance, and design necessarily
demands there be a Designer. If not, why not? L

Andy Robison is the minister for the Hillview Terrace Church of Christ and the Director
of the West Virginia School of Preaching in Moundsville, West Virginia, USA. He also
maintains a website of church hymns at https://www.churchofchristsongs.com/.
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2 CoORNATHIANS 13 12+28
Jerry Bates

10.
11.
12.

How did Paul say he conducted himself while in their presence? (1:12)

What was Paul’s meaning in 1:13 when he said that he was not writing
anything other than what they read?

Where was Paul going when he had intended to come by and see them
again? (1:16)

What did Paul mean when he said that his plans were not “Yes and
No”? (1:18)

Who else had preached the Gospel to the Corinthians besides Paul?
(1:19)

What are the promises of God? (1:20)
Who did Paul say had anointed him? (1:21)

Who is the guarantee that we have to show that we can depend upon
the promises of God? (1:22)

Who did Paul call as a witness to the truthfulness of what he wrote?
(1:23)

Why did Paul say he did not come to Corinth again? (1:23)
What did Paul say he was with the Corinthians? (1:24)

Paul said he had determined notto cometothemagainin
(2:1)
(See the inside back cover for answers.)
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12 For our boasting is this: the testimony of our conscience that we conducted
ourselves in the world in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom
but by the grace of God, and more abundantly toward you. 13 For we are not
writing any other things to you than what you read or understand. Now | trust you
will understand, even to the end 14 (as also you have understood us in part), that
we are your boast as you also are ours, in the day of the Lord Jesus.

15 And in this confidence I intended to come to you before, that you might
have a second benefit, 16 to pass by way of you to Macedonia, to come again from
Macedonia to you, and be helped by you on my way to Judea. 17 Therefore, when
I was planning this, did I do it lightly? Or the things I plan, do | plan according
to the flesh, that with me there should be Yes, Yes, and No, No? 18 But as God is
faithful, our word to you was not Yes and No. 19 For the Son of God, Jesus Christ,
who was preached among you by us—by me, Silvanus, and Timothy—was not
Yes and No, but in Him was Yes. 20 For all the promises of God in Him are Yes,
and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us. 21 Now He who establishes
us with you in Christ and has anointed us is God, 22 who also has sealed us and
given us the Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.

23 Moreover | call God as witness against my soul, that to spare you | came
no more to Corinth. 24 Not that we have dominion over your faith, but are fellow
workers for your joy; for by faith you stand.

1 But | determined this within myself, that | would not come again to you in
sorrow. 2 For if I make you sorrowful, then who is he who makes me glad but the
one who is made sorrowful by me?

NOTE: Paul’s critics had accused him of being insincere in his letters, of
writing one thing and doing another. In this section, Paul was denying those
charges and declaring that there were no hidden agendas in his letters. Paul had
intended to visit Corinth, but he did not come in order to spare them and give
them the opportunity to correct their problems themselves (1:23). Thus, it was
His love and concern for the church that caused him to change his plans rather
than any fickleness on his part. He said that his preaching reflected the truthful-
ness and faithfulness of God, and all the promises of God are true and trustwor-
thy. Many scholars think that Paul had already made one visit to Corinth after
his first epistle, and he wanted to avoid a second painful visit, but the text does
not necessarily say that; therefore, we cannot be certain.

Paul also said that we are sealed with the Holy Spirit. Sealing indicates
ownership and security. The Holy Spirit is like a down payment, promising
us that we belong to God and that there are more spiritual blessings to come.
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Jhe Right Foundation

Chuck Taylor

The foundation is ever so important when constructing a building. Concrete
reinforced with rebar is the usual construction method. There are building codes and
constant inspections to ensure regulations are met. Builders are held accountable for
any errors in the foundational support. Constructing a building without these codes
could cause the building to collapse.

According to God, it also makes a difference where we build our spiritual
foundation. Christ gave the example of one who built his house on sand. Many
heard the sayings of Christ but did not do them. When the winds came and the rain
descended on the house, it fell because it was not founded upon rock (Matthew
7:24-27). Here, the rock for us is the Word of God. All of the church’s activity must
be founded in the rock of the Word of God.

In another sense, Paul told the Corinthians that “no other foundation can
anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ”” (I Corinthians 3:11). Many
churches claim attachment to Christ, but unless they have submitted to His will, they
are not His church. Therefore, Jesus Christ is not their foundation.

Notice Matthew 16:15-16, which reads, “He [Jesus] said to them, ‘But who
do you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered and said, ‘You are the Christ, the
Son of the living God’” (NKJV). In verse 18 Jesus said, “And | also say to you
that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of
Hades shall not prevail against it.”

Jesus built His church on the fact that He is the Christ. He is the Foundation and
the Head (Ephesians 1:22; Colossians 1:18)! Any organization that builds on some
other foundation or has a different head is not the church of the Bible. The gates of
Hades shall not prevail against the Lord’s church. Any institution founded by man
cannot stand against Satan. Only the church of our Lord will, in the end, stand.

It is grand that our foundation is the Christ our Lord! We recognize that He is the
only One Who built the sure foundation — He is the foundation! Therefore, when we
build with His will — the Word of God — we build upon the Rock or Foundation, Who is
Christ. Examine your foundation and determine whether it is from man or from God. If
from man, then discard it. If from God, then forever cling to it. Think about it! %+

Chuck Taylor is a deacon for the Rapid City Church of Christ in Rapid City, South
Dakota, USA.
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Elders Must Enow

Mark T. Tonkery

There are some things that an elder must know about himself, as well
as knowing what the Bible teaches so he can be an effective elder. The
Bible tells us the following things that an elder must know.

An elder must know himseli. First Timothy 3, Titus 1 and 1 Peter 5:1-5
all teach that an elder must know himself. He must know how he relates
to his wife, to his children and to the people in his community, as well as
to Christians in the congregation where he serves. An elder must show he
is able to manage his life well by being mature in the faith (Hebrews 5:12-
14). A man who is considered qualified for the position of elder needs to
have spent time with his wife and family, and he continues to do so. Elders
are men who lead their families in Christ and have managed them well;
this is the main training ground for a man to be an elder. If a man cannot
lead his family to Christ or manage them well, how can he expect to lead
the lost to the Lord or to manage the local church?

An elder must know the congregation in such a way that the elders
move it forward and closer to God. As has already been stated, the family
is the training ground for one to be an elder. By learning to build good
relationships in his home, he will be able to build relationships with the
people in the congregation. This will help the eldership to better lead the
church. As relationships are being built within the congregation, the elders
can know the pulse of the local church so they can better meet the its needs.
This will help the elders to know how to move the congregation forward
spiritually and to help them to set goals for maturity in Christ. The elders
need to help the congregation to stay focused on the goal of Heaven and to
help others get there as well (Philippians 3:12). This is the idea of being a
shepherd, knowing the members and helping them get to Heaven (1 Peter
5:1-4; Acts 20:17-30).

An elder must know how to be a servant. Jesus said anyone who wants
to lead must be a servant (Matthew 20:25-28; John 13:14-15). A servant
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is a person who has the go first attitude, as Jesus modeled in His life. By
this, a leader needs to do the jobs that no one else is willing to do and
to teach others how to do them (Ephesians 4:11-16). Elders need to also
encourage others to be servants and to be faithful to the cause of Christ (1
Thessalonians 5:11). The Bible tells us that elders are helped by deacons
who assist with many aspects of serving the congregation. Elders also need
to set the example for others to follow in word and in deed (Colossians
3:17). By being a servant, an elder shows the congregation what it must do
as well in the service of Christ.

Elders must know how 1o rest. Jesus also showed that as a leader one
needs to take time to rest and pray (Mark 1:35; 6:31, 46). Elders must
know themselves to the point that they know how much stress they can
handle and realize the time to stop and to rest. Elders who serve best take
time to read their Bibles, focus on spiritual matters in prayer and take time
to relax — doing things that are enjoyable. Too many godly elders have
failed the church and themselves because they did not know themselves
well enough to stop and rest. L

[Editor’s Note: Elders (as well as all other Christians) face many challenges, including
introspection and ongoing personal development (1 Corinthians 9:27; 2 Corinthians
13:5). ~ Louis Rushmore, Editor]

Mark T. Tonkery is a Gospel preacher for the churches of Christ in the USA.

HXenney’s Pennies

“There is therefore now no condemnation to
those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk
according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.
For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus
has made me free from the law of sin and death”
(Romans 8:1-2 NKJV). “No condemnation” does
not mean Christians are perfect, just perfected
by the atoning work of Jesus Christ. Notice the
statement is conditional. Have you met those
conditions (i.e., are you “in Christ Jesus)”?
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94 One Olem ef Worship
Mere Ompertant than tnether?

Martha Lynn Rushmore

My question is, in the five items of worship that are taught in the
New Testament, which is the most important? These acts of worship are
commanded to be done during the worship service on Sunday, the first day
of the week. We are to sing, pray, preach or teach, observe communion
and give of our means or money. Singing, praying, teaching or preaching
and giving can also be done at other times as well; one can read of these
acts of worship occurring on days in addition to the first day of the week.
However, the Lord’s Supper is authorized in the New Testament for
observance only on the first day of the week.

Let me explain why | say giving can be done other times, too. If a person
needs help on Monday, do you tell him or her to wait until Sunday because
that is the only day of the week I am allowed to give? Of course not! This
is silly. When Christ taught in Matthew 25:32-46 about dividing the sheep
from the goats, He used the example of the needy that those on the right
hand or the sheep helped. Nothing in this parable says anything about the
first day of the week. We are commanded to give on Sunday by collection in
1 Corinthians 16:1-2, but that is not the only day we can give to the Lord. We
are told to give cheerfully as we have been prospered in 2 Corinthians 9:6-8.

[Giving that occurred in Acts 4:32-5:10 does not appear to have occurred during wor-
ship on the first day of the week. ~ Louis Rushmore, Editor]

Colossians 3:16 instructs us to teach and to admonish one another by
singing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. We are also to have thankfulness
in our hearts to God. We are told to speak to one another in psalms, hymns
and spiritual songs in Ephesians 5:19. There is nothing in any verse in the
New Testament that says anything about singing beautifully, but we are
told to sing and to teach others.

The Scripture does not anywhere teach or authorize playing an
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instrument in Christian worship. We are told to “sing and make melody
in our hearts to the Lord” (Ephesians 5:19). If we were instructed to play
an instrument, then all would have to play, not just one or a few playing
instruments. This verse says all are to sing.

Another item of worship is prayer. We are to pray through Jesus to
God the Father. Jesus is our Mediator between us and our Heavenly Father
(1 Timothy 2:5). Our prayers are to be fervent or sincere to God (James
5:16). Note Philippians 4:6-7, which reads, “Be anxious for nothing, but
in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your
requests be made known to God: and the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.”

God commanded preaching. On one occasion, Paul preached until
midnight, ready to depart on the morrow (Acts 20:7). In 2 Timothy 4:1-4,
Paul told Timothy to preach the Word. He was to preach the truth even if the
people did not like what the Scriptures said. He was not to tickle the ears
of those who listened. Preachers, today, are also commanded to preach the
whole Truth, even if others do not agree with what the Word of God says.
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Acts 20:7 says Paul stayed with brethren about a week so they could
commune together in Christian worship. What do we eat and drink during
the communion? The apostle Paul cited 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 about when
Christ instituted the Lord’s Supper with His apostles prior to His crucifixion.
He prayed and broke unleavened bread. Then, He told those present, “This is
my body which is broken for you.” Secondly, in the same manner, they were
given the fruit of the vine, of which Christ told them, “This is the cup of the
new covenant in remembrance of Me. For as often as you eat this bread and
drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death til He comes.” We are also to
examine ourselves and to take the bread and the cup worthily. Worthily (an
adverb, referring to the manner) does not mean worthy (an adjective, referring
to the quality of something). They are two different words.

Sing, pray, preach or teach, commune and give are all commanded in
the New Testament for our worship to God. Do we read anywhere that one
activity of worship to God is more important than another? Each item of
worship is just as important as another. We are told in John 4:24 that God

is a spirit, and we must worship in spirit and in truth. L
[Editor’s Note: Doubtlessly, Catholic influence has indirectly led some members of the
Lord’s church to presume that the Lord’s Supper is more important than other acts
of worship, but the Scriptures do not teach such. Perhaps other Christians revere the
vicarious, sacrificial death of Jesus Christ to the extent that they elevate Communion
in their own minds. All acts of Christian worship, though, ought to be embraced fully,
worshipping in spirit (emotional devotion) and truth (according to the Scriptures). ~
Louis Rushmore, Editor]

Martha Lynn Rushmore is a Staff Writer for The Voice of Truth International and Gos-
pel Gazette Online. She and her husband teach extensively stateside and abroad.
They reside in Ocala, Florida, USA.

-
Quote Worthy

“The issue of women’s role in Christian
service Is often viewed more with emotion
than regard to what the Bible actually says”

(Mary Wilhelm, “Worthy Women,” page 70).
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The Correct
Attitude
for Public
Worship

George McNulty

When worshiping the Almighty Creator of the universe, we would do
well to follow the examples of the saints in the Holy Bible. God has made it
very clear in His Word that He requires specific acts of worship towards Him.
These divinely ordained precepts must be adhered to, or we will be guilty of
offering Him vain or profane worship that is unworthy of His station.

God is holy, and as such, He must be approached with the utmost
reverence. Failure to do so is a serious matter, as we can see many times in
Scripture. Nadab and Abihu were consumed with fire for their disobedience,
and Cain was rejected for not doing what God commanded. Upon King
Josiah’s discovery of the Law (2 Chronicles 32), he was so upset at the
people’s failure of correct worship of God that he led the nation in repentance
and did not rest until all was done according to God’s will! These examples
should spur us to offer our utmost in service to God.

So, let us ask ourselves. “What is our attitude in our worship to our
Heavenly Father?” “Are we failing Him on any level?” “How can we
improve our worship to show God the honor He is due?” First, we are
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told in John 4:24 that “God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must
worship him in spirit and in truth.” Elsewhere, we are also told how
to worship Him. “Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name;
worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness” (Psalm 29:2).

How does our attitude affect reverence toward God? If we are flippant
in our service to Him, it means that He is somehow less worthy of respect
than mere men who may hold political or royal office. Does He not deserve
more honor than they deserve? In Psalm 95:6, we read of the standard
God expects from us. “O come, let us worship and bow down: let us
kneel before the LORD our maker.” \We see in Scripture the telling action
that kneeling proclaims. For example, consider when John knelt before
the angel, who rejected the honor, and then, consider Thomas, who knelt
before the Lord Jesus, who received the honor due Him. Do we understand
that to kneel to God is an act of adoration and blessing? Therefore, when
we adore Him, we kneel, at least figuratively. Of a truth, it is no small
thing to worship God, and worship is nothing to be taken lightly.

Knowing this, how should we conduct ourselves during worship?
Wise King Solomon wrote that the faithful should *“keep thy foot when
thou goest to the house of God, and be more ready to hear, than to give
the sacrifice of fools: for they consider not that they do evil”” (Ecclesiastes
5:1). Paul wrote in 1 Timothy 3:15, “Know how thou oughtest to behave
thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the
pillar and ground of the truth.” We must remember during public worship
that others are there to honor God, too. Others see how we act, and that
informs them of our devotion to God and each other. By arriving early
for worship, we show the priority that services have in our lives, and by
bringing a reverent attitude, we show others the love we have for the Lord
in our attendance. During worship, we must resolve to fix our minds
totally on honoring God. Everyone has an active role in worship, such as
hearing, singing, praying, partaking of the Lord’s Supper and encouraging
others by our loyal attendance. Hebrews 10:25 and Psalm 100 tell us to
come together in joyful union and to seek to praise Him with thanksgiving.
Worshippers must demonstrate correct and reverent attitudes in every way.
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Remember that Christ’s presence is not limited to only large congregations.
He said in Matthew 18:20, “For where two or three are gathered together
in my name, there am | in the midst of them.”

[Though the specific application was to the small band of apostles, in principle, one
can extrapolate its application to even groups of disciples in any century. ~ Louis
Rushmore, Editor]

Some have asked if God takes notice of our worship. If the worship is
done according to His ordinances, then He most certainly does notice our
worship approvingly! We read in Malachi 3:16-17, “Then they that feared
the LORD spake often one to another: and the LORD hearkened, and heard
it, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared
the LORD, and that thought upon his name. And they shall be mine, saith
the LORD of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels; and I will spare
them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him.”

[As already noted, God also notices and disdains faulty worship. ~ Louis Rushmore,
Editor]

Let us think about biblical things and consider how we may show
God and others how important He is to us. We show it in our attitude,
our reverence, our love for one another and our respect for Him. Public
worship is no casual act. It is a special occasion and should always be
regarded as such. Let the world see our devotion in our manner and dress,
in our practical care, and in our desire for others’ souls. Above all, let us
be pleasers of God, holding His Word as the only authority in all our ways.
Never let us share the fate of those who disrespected God by offering
what they wanted, rather than what God required. ]

George McNulty preaches for the College Avenue Church of Christ in DeFuniak
Springs, Florida, USA.

Did You Know?

The initial audience for the Book of Mark was the
Romans. The initial audience for the Book of Luke was
the Hellenists (Greeks). The initial audience for the Book
of John was the Greek World.
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HRe Set
Robert Johnson

*“...Set the believers an example in speech, in conduct, in love, in
faith, in purity” (1 Timothy 4:12). Influence is something we exert all the
time, whether we realize it or not. The words we speak and the lives we
live reflect who we are and our value system in action on display for others
to observe. Depending on your relationship with others, the example your
influence shows may be imitated by others, such as friends or family.
Especially young children are very impressionable and open to input in
shaping their morals and ideals. This is perhaps realized no better than
when we reach adulthood and say something that was repeated to us many
times by our parents, and remark, “I’ve become my mother (or father)!”

Certainly not every behavior is attributable to the influence of
someone’s example, as each person is a unique individual and will grow
up to make his or her own choices about how to live life. However, one’s
example, whether for good or bad, can and often does factor into the
process of shaping the lives of others. | remember a police officer relating
a story to me, having taken a juvenile home for breaking and entering,
only to have the child’s parent lecture the officer and then tell the child he
didn’t have to do anything the officer said. Should we wonder where that
child had learned criminal behavior was acceptable?

The same principle applies spiritually as well. Statistics indicate that
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children whose parents attend all services faithfully and who are involved
in the work of the church are more likely to be faithful themselves.
Conversely, those parents who attend only once in a while and are not
involved in the work of the church will find their children less motivated
to be faithful in their own lives as adults. How many stories could be
related of uninvolved parents, or parents who allowed physical pursuits
to always take precedent over the spiritual, where their children drifted
away and have no interest in the church as adults? Certainly, even parents
who do their best to live faithful lives and so instruct their children to
do the same will be challenged by the influence of the world in which
we live. Yet, what are the percentages for these young people when their
parents and other influential examples in their lives are not faithful to the
assembly, to the work of the church and to Christian living in the home?

How easy it is to shake one’s head at the way things are but refuse
to look at one’s own influence and example. If you show no respect,
you shouldn’t be surprised when those around are disrespectful. If you
show no love, don’t be surprised when others are unloving. If you reject
the authority of others, don’t be dumbfounded when others reject your
authority regarding them. If you aren’t an obedient child of God, don’t
blame others until you have first looked at yourself. Most psychologists
affirm it is difficult for children to rise above their parents, as the
power of their example works to help shape their lives.

As a young man, Timothy, in the above Scripture, was encouraged
by Paul to set a proper example to others, as well he should have. How
about those who are older in the faith? Paul urged Titus to remind older
men and women to be positive in their relations with others (Titus 2:2-3).
We cannot imbibe the spirit of the world and expect those who see us to
learn anything different. While words of encouragement are important,
lives of encouragement are just as important. John reminds us, “Little
children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth” (1 John
3:18). What is the heritage our lives will leave for those following us? Just
what kind of example do you set? L

Robert Johnson preaches for the Lord’s church in Longview, Texas, USA.
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She Prodigal San

Jenny Choate

Over the last couple of months, | have been conversing with one of
the sweetest Christian ladies | have ever met, and we were talking about
her adult sons and their faith. Both of her sons have struggled with their
faith. I have been searching for some wise words of God to share from the
heart of a young, foolish woman to the heart of an older and wiser woman.

One day, we were texting about nothing in particular, and she
mentioned how much she still loves to spoil her “boys,” even though they
are grown men. | thought back to some of our previous conversations and
thought about how this is a recurring theme. She loves to do things to
show her sons how much she loves them. Then, it occurred to me that her
actions, while they were intended to show love, were probably one reason
why her sons have struggled with their faith.

It reminded me of a similar situation in my family. Despite being raised
in the church, this young man rebelled. He was frequently found to be
drinking, smoking, using profanity, having sexual relations and doing drugs.
While not all these events were known at the time, they were all present.
This young man had more than one run-in with the law over these behaviors.
However, the loving family was always there for him. They were willing to
bail him out. They paid for a good lawyer. They did every enabling thing
short of buying the drugs, tobacco and booze. This young man walked
completely away from the church, and he is unlikely to ever return.

As | thought about the similar circumstances, | tried to find Scripture to
take to this wonderful woman. | constantly came back to the prodigal son in
Luke 15:11-32. At first, | struggled to make the connection. | knew from my
family experience that the young man needed to be kicked out for his sinful
life, but in the parable, the father did not evict his son for sinning.

In Luke 15:12, the younger son went to his father and asked for his
portion of the inheritance early. Then, he went to a far-off country. There,
this son lived a very sinful life. After some time and when all his money
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was gone, he was forced to find the lowest of low jobs (v. 15).

Note where the son went when he wanted to live a sinful life. He
did not remain in his father’s home or even in close proximity. He went
far away to live his sinful life. Why did he go so far away? The prodigal
son knew that his sin would not be welcome in his father’s house, and
that if he wanted to sin, he had to be far from the reach of his father.
Being a member of this rich man’s house, whether child or servant, meant
stability and protection. It meant food and shelter. It meant that the father
would share his blessings with his household. However, the father was not
willing to share these blessings with a sinful child, and the son knew it.

Was the father harsh, cruel and unforgiving? Is that what drove the
son away? No! Verses 20-24 show the father was waiting for the son to
come home. He had been longing for the prodigal’s return, and the father
ran out to meet him. The father was quick to forgive his son as soon as
he confessed his sins. The father was neither cruel nor unkind. He did not
berate his son or make him grovel while asking for forgiveness.

The father was kind and loving but also firm. He would not tolerate
sin in his home. He could not allow one person to disrupt the environment
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he cultivated for his family. He had absolute control. Likewise, if he were
to allow one child to blatantly sin, how easy would it be for the others to
be disrespectful? How would the householder keep his servants in order if
he could not even keep his children in order? Open sin of one will quickly
spiral to others.

Since the father in the parable is clearly a parallel to God the Father,
what does that say to us? We see passages that tell us how we sin when we
fail to do what we know is right (James 4:17). We are also told that there is
no forgiveness for those who go on sinning willfully (Romans 6; Hebrews
10:26). Sin separates from God (Romans 6:23). These verses let us know
that if we want to live sinful lives, we can be sure that we will not receive
God’s blessings. More importantly, we will not receive a crown of life and
a home in Heaven if we persist in sin.

How does this relate to our parenting? We cannot show support for our
children when they engage in sinful living. We cannot offer them any of the
blessings God has given to us. He blesses us with our homes, our food, our
vehicles, etc. If the father in the parable — and God by extension — would
not allow the prodigal son in the parable to remain in his blessings while he
sinned, why do we? Why do we allow our children to live in our homes, eat
our food, drive our vehicles and spend our money while they persist in sin?
Why do we shower them with blessings as a reward for sinful behavior?
This is not the example God shows us in Luke 15, but it is how we live our
lives. We wonder why our children will not come back to God when they
walk away. We wonder why we cannot get them to stop living in sin. The
real question is, why should they? They have every blessing God is giving
you, and you are willing to share those blessings with them. They see no
reason to change. We are literally “loving” them straight into Hell.

The father knew what the son hoped to accomplish by asking for his
inheritance, but he gave it to him. Why? The son had to choose to do the
right thing. The father could not save him from his choices. Also note how
the father did not go out and search for this lost son. Why? The son needed
to realize on his own that he needed to come home and ask for forgiveness.
He had been taught what was expected. God is willing to forgive, but we
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must be willing to seek God. If we do, God will “run” to us with open arms.

When our children decide they do not want to obey or to respect God
in our homes, we need to be prepared to send them out. They must face the
consequences of falling away if they are ever going to return to God. When
babies learn to walk, we allow them to fall. Why? Because it teaches them
to get back up! This is how they develop strong legs. If we only allowed
our children to use a walker, they would never fall, but they would never
grow stronger either. They would never learn that it is okay to fall but not
okay to stay down. However, this is exactly what we do to our children
when we allow them to disobey God in our homes.

Parents, we must learn that the house is our house, and the rules are
our rules. It does not matter how old your child is, you cannot allow him
or her to break God’s rules in your house and then bless them for doing so!
Do your adult children live with you and refuse to come to worship, use
profanity or tobacco in your house or take the Lord’s name in vain? These
actions must be stopped, or they need to be out of your house with which
God has blessed you. If they want to live with their significant other, use
drugs, party or in some other way slander the name of the Lord and the
bride of Christ, you need to stop opening your door to them. The father
did not visit the son in his sinful life and wish him well. Instead, the father
waited for him to come home. L ]

Jenny Choate lives in Imboden, Arkansas, USA.
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Purity Of Heart

Eddie Cooper

Our Lord taught that we are to be pure of heart. “Blessed are the pure
in heart, for they shall see God” (Matthew 5:8). Paul said to Titus, “To
the pure all things are pure, but to those who are defiled and unbelieving
nothing is pure; but even their mind and conscience are defiled” (1:15).

The New Testament words translated “pure” mean, “uncontaminated,
free of foreign matter or defilement.” Spiritually, the word means “free
from foulness, guilt, corrupt desire, criminal or irregular passions.”

The Old Testament uses a similar word, translated “virtuous,” four
times. Boaz called Ruth virtuous, and in Proverbs, Solomon used the word
to refer to godly wives. Today, we might use the words “real” or “genuine.”

Contrary to today’s philosophy, the pure mind chooses what God
chooses. Vocation, place of residence, recreation, language — all reflect the
desire to have the mind of 