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Foreword

Like pieces of a jig-saw puzzle, the various facts about
Jesus Christ are presented here and there in sermons and
class lectures. For years I've had the desire to assemble all
of the pieces together to form 'the big picture' of our Saviour.
In my own mind I wanted to replace the fragmented ideas
with one coherent whole that harmonized with every part
of itself. This book is the result of that desire.

Of course, comprehension of the Godhead is beyond
the human mind. We can see only a small part, and even
about that small part scholars are not always in agreement.
Obviously, dogmatism cannot be characteristic of any
serious and honest study of the subject.

Yet the concepts as they are presented in these lessons
harmonized with each other in such a way that as each part
was fitted into place, my involuntary response was, "Well,
of course...!" It has been my determination not to print the
book until I was satisfied that none of the conclusions
conflicted with any other, but rather that each one helped
to deepen the understanding of the whole. In a study of any
Bible topic, this method is the best safeguard against
misconstruction of truth. I believe it is also reliable in regard
to a study of the Godhead.

As readers, naturally you may hold other views on some
of the points. Or there may be full agreement on all of them.
Regardless, it is my prayer that each reader will study with
an open mind but will be slow about forming or accepting
conclusions, especially in regard to thoughts perhaps not
previously considered. During fifteen years of studying
these concepts, a body of supportive scriptures have
assembled themselves in my mind as I read there and there
and studied on many other themes. Always, though, I kept
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the search in mind and when I came across a scripture that
supported an idea or seemed to conflict with it, [ added it to
my growing body of references. So the scriptures themselves
have formed the direction of the study and shaped the
conclusions into their present form.

I have deliberately written out each Scripture reference
so that even those students who do not have their own copy
of God's word may understand what is being said. Also,
though I have read from the switings of many scholars, it is
my conviction that Biblical messages must be taught from
the Scriptures and not from the minds of men. For that
reason, and particularly with this subject, I have used related
Bible references to explain passages, rather than quoting
from any other author.

It is my suggestion that class groups plan to use the
material for at least two quarters, going through it the first
time in order to get the whole picture in mind, and then
using the second quarter for a more thorough study of the
concepts.

2Corinthians 3:18 assures us, "But we all, with open
face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are
changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as
by the Spirit of the Lord". If we want to be like Him, we
must devote more of our study time to beholding His image
in the glass.

The deepening of my own love for God and the
closeness with our Lord are the result of this study, and I
treasure this as truly "the pearl of great price". God bless
you, also, as you join me in the search to better know Him
who is love.

- Betty Burton Choate
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