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Why Have You Forsaken Me?
Louis Rushmore

Matthew 27:46 and Mark 15:34 recorded one of Jesus
statements on the cross not long before He died. The account in
the Gospel according to Mark reads, “ And at the ninth hour Jesus
cried out with aloud voice, saying ‘Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?”
which istrandated. ‘My God, My God, why have You forsaken
Me?” (NKJIV). These words are aquotation of Psalm 22:1, where
wefind, “My God, My God, why haveYou forsaken Me? Why are
You so far from helping Me, And from thewords of My groaning?”’
David’'s Psalm 22 isnoted for being Messianic and prophetic about
the sufferings of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Through al the adversity
described therein, neverthel ess, an unfailing confidencein Almighty
God concludes Psalm 22.

The questions arise, “Why did Jesus on the cross utter, “My
God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?’; “What did Jesus
statement mean?’ and “In what sense did God the Father ‘ forsake’
Christ on the cross?’ Scripture does not answer these questions
for usspecifically. Hence, commentators are perplexed and provide
varying explanations. Like some similarly difficult biblical
passages, it is easier to declare what the passage does not mean
than it is to confidently affirm what it does mean. As such, for
instance, the notion is rejected that the divine side of our Lord
separated from the human side, leaving only the abandoned,
suffering and confused human on the cross.

Instead, following are some of the best observations from
commentatorsthat offer plausibleand biblically compatibleinsight
to our Lord’ s utterance on the cross, “ My God, My God, why have
You forsaken Me?”
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o “Jesussensed aseparation from the Father He had never known,
for in becoming sin the Father had to turn judicially from His
Son (Rom 3:25-26).” (Bible Knowledge Commentary)

e “Jesushad been madesinfor us(2 Cor 5:21).” (Bible Exposition
Commentary)

e “Hewasbearing the sinsof thewholeworld; the Lord had laid
on him. theiniquity of usall; there was no one to comfort him
in his heaviness, and the light of God’'s countenance was for
the time withdrawn from him. Hewas‘left’ that he might bear
man’s sins in their full and crushing weight, and by bearing
save.” (Pulpit Commentary)

e “Nothing from Jesus so well illustrates the depth of his
suffering of soul ashefelt himself regarded assinthough sinless
(2Cor 5:21).” (Raobertson'sWord Picturesin the New Testament)

e “..solitude or loneliness because God, who cannot look upon
sin (Isa. 59:1-2), forsook Jesus (in a sense) as He bore the sin
of the world in His death upon the cross. Paul states, For he
hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we
might be madetherighteousnessof Godin him” (11 Cor. 5:21).
It is also a prayer of crisis because of the humanity of Jesus
and theintense suffering which He was undergoing and because
the Sinless One, “who did no sin” (1 Pet. 2:22), was being
made a sin offering. (Cook 56)

To my mind, the best explanation of Matthew 27:46 and Mark
15:34 - My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” - is
summed up by comparing Isaiah 59:1-2 with 2 Corinthians 5:21.
“Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, That it cannot save;
Nor Hisear heavy, That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have
separated you from your God; And your sins have hidden His
face from you, So that He will not hear” (Isaiah 59:1-2). “For
He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might
become the righteousness of God in Him” (2 Corinthians 5:21).
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For atime, God the Father was “ separated...from” ‘hid His face
from’ and did “ not hear” (acknowledge) Jesus Christ on Calvary’s
cross because our Lord was bearing all the sins of humanity. Our
Holy God can have no association with sin. Therefore, while Jesus
bore mankind’s burden of sin, God the Father could have no
fellowship with Him. The agonizing expression of Jesusin Matthew
27:46 highlights the additional torture of a ruptured fellowship
with God atop the excruciatingly painful death that He was
experiencing. That breach of fellowship was something that the
Second Person of the Godhead had never experienced throughout
eternity. Likewise, one of the punishments for the ungodly at the
end of timeisseparation from the presence of God (2 Thessalonians
1:9).

Afterward, the fellowship between God the Father and God
the Son was restored as Jesus Christ ascended and took His place
on “the right hand of God” (Romans 8:34, Colossians 3:1,
Hebrews 10:12; 12:2; 1 Peter 3:22). “...Jesus Christ, who has
gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, angels and
authorities and powers having been made subject to Him” (1
Peter 3:21-22).

Bible Exposition Commentary. CD-ROM. Colorado Springs:
Chariot Victor Publishing, 1989. Bible Knowledge Commentary.
CD-ROM. Colorado Springs: Cook Communications Ministries,
2000.

Cook, Wirt. “Prayers of Christ on the Cross.” Living In Trust.
CurtisA. Cates, ed. Memphis. Memphis School of Preaching, 1993,
51-63.

Pulpit Commentary, CD-ROM. Segttle: Biblesoft, 2006.

Robertson’s Word Pictures in the New Testament. CD-ROM.
Sesttle: Biblesoft, 2006.
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She Has Done What She Could
Jerry Bates

One of the greatest examples of giving isfound in three of the
Gospel accounts (Matthew 26:6-13; Mark 14:39; John 12:1- 8).
These accounts concern Mary, the sister of Lazarus (John 11:2),
while Jesus was eating in the house of Simon, who was a leper.
Mary entered the home and anointed both the head and the feet of
Jesus with fragrant oil. Picture this episode. Mary came walking
into the room carrying a beautiful alabaster jar of expensive
perfume. Alabaster was a costly white marble imported from the
western part of Egypt. The ointment was a very expensive liquid
knownfor itssmell, probably something like perfume. Thedisciples
became indignant over this “waste,” at least in their opinion.
Probably led by Judas, they complained that the ointment should
have been sold and given to the poor. Jesus, on the other hand,
commended her actions. “ She has done what she could. She has
come beforehand to anoint My body for burial” (Mark 14:8). If
Mary had done thisto the dead body of Jesus, likely no onewould
have complained about her actions. Jesus said she simply anointed
His body before His death, which would occur very soon. What |
want to emphasize is the short sentence, “ She has done what she
could.” Hopefully, that statement could be said of all of us.

This statement suggests that Christianity isareligion of doing
things. It isnot something one gets, but something one does. James
said to “be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving
your own selves’ (James 1:22). We are only deceiving ourselves
if wethink that knowing the Word of God is good enough. It must
translate into action.
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Jesus commendation also implies that we should always do
our best for God. Doesn’t God deserve our best? Furthermore, we
must be willing to give our best now! Do not |et opportunities to
serve God pass by Funerals are attended by multitudes of people,
many with heartsthat are filled with regret over lost opportunities
to expresstheir love or to repair abroken relationship. How many
opportunitiesto do something for God haveyou let passby?When
the Lord returns, will He find our alabaster boxes of time, talents,
energy or possessions still unbroken?

In addition, we need to be willing to simply do what we can?
Not everyone can do something great or be a great leader over
some worthy project, but that doesn’t mean there is nothing we
can or should do. Jesus told a parable of afive-talent man and a
two-talent man. Each doubled what they had. Even though the
five-talent man accomplished much more than the two-talent man,
both received the same reward, because each smply did what he
could. Itiseasy tojustify our lack of activity by comparing ourselves
to others. Since we do not have as much money, time, talents etc.
as someone else, we do nothing. Ultimately, the question is not
what are we doing? Rather, the question is, “ Are we doing what
wecan?” That isthe standard by which God will judge us. Arewe
willing to simply do what we can? Someone has written the
following poem.

| am only one, but | am one.

| cannot do everything, but | can do something.
What | can do, | ought to do.

What | ought to do, | will do, so help me God.

| suppose all companies and sports teams have their “stars.”
These are people with great natural abilities. Problems sometimes
develop because these people readlize they are “stars,” and they
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begin to think that natural ability alone makes them special and
worthy of special treatment.

The same is often true spiritualy. | have seen a few young
people with exceptional speaking ability. It appears as if their
potential isalmost unlimited. However, their potential is often not
realized. They may not finish school, and even if they do, they
accomplishlittle of special notice. Recently, the director of aschool
of preaching commented on one of hisyoung studentsthat he was
not one of the“stars.” He was not degrading this student’s natural
ability. Rather, hewaspraising hisother qualities, such asreliability,
willingnessto work hard and adesire to simply be the best he can
be.

Those qualitiesare much moreimportant than natural abilities.
With those qualities, people with limited natural abilities can
accomplish some amazing things. Without those qualities, people
who possess great natural abilitieswill achievelittle and certainly
never come closeto realizing their potential. Itisgreat if you have
abundant natural abilities, but natural abilitiesthat are not utilized
and developed are worth little. All of us, whether we are blessed
with great natural abilities or limited talents, should simply try to
be and do the best we can. That isall God expects, and with God's
help, any of usmight accomplish some amazing things. The greatest
need in the church is not eloguence, education or wealth, but the
willing spirit that motivates each person to simply do what he can.

All of us, whether we are blessed with
great natural abilities or limited talents,
should simply try to be and do the best
we can. That is all God expects!
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What the Great Commission Means to Me
J.C. Choate

“Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every
creature. Hethat believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he
that believeth not shall be damned.” Our Saviour spoke these
words to His apostles just before His ascension into Heaven to
take His place at the right hand of God. These men who were
gathered around Him had followed Him since His baptism by john
inthe Jordan River; they wereloyal and faithful to Him even though
they did not always understand Him. Yet, thiscommand they could
understand. Peter had just asked, “Lord, wilt thou at this time
restore again the kingdom to Israel?” The Lord's answer was,
“Tarryyeln thecity of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power
from on high: ...after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you,
...yeshall bewitnessesunto meboth In Jerusalem, and in Judea,
and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”

Christ was speaking to the men who would bethefirst members
of His body, the church, and He was giving them the instructions
they were to follow. This command to go into al theworld and to
preach the good news of the Gospel was not anidle one- it wasto
be the propelling force that should move God's people not only in
the first century but throughout every generation since that time.

In making the statement we have just quoted, Jesus gave two
commands: thefirst oneisto the church; the second oneislothe
world. What did He say to the church?“Go and preach.” What did
He say to the world? “Believe and be baptized.” For years, we of
the body of Christ have wondered at the blindness of our religious
friends when they fail to understand the second command, that
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they must believe and be baptized to be saved. However, we have
neglected to turn the mirror around and look at ourselvesinit. I sit
any more unforgivable for them to refuse to obey than it is for
us? Asindividual Christians, we have complied with the second
command, but we have somehow failed to see the importance of
the first one to “go and preach this Gospel to others.” Are we also
blind to the whole truth?

When | think of our attitude toward the Great Commission,
I am reminded of the statements Jesus made concerning the man
with a beam in his eye who tried to pick the mote from his
neighbor’seye. Hesaid, “ Thou hypocrite!” That isn't avery pretty
word, isit?Yet, many times, we are no more than pious hypocrites.
We can't see that we are failing our Lord even more than is our
neighbor who isin religious ignorance and error.

To most of us, the Great Commission is no more than a few
words that we believe, but not very strongly. We have heard our
duty along this line pointed out so many times that our ears have
callouses on them about an inch-and-a-half thick, and our hearts
are covered by an even thicker shell. Brethren, too many of usjust
don’t much care! We are content to drift along in our little world
of indifference and let the rest of mankind go by, unsaved.

| wonder: What will it take, short of that final jolt at the end of
thejourney, to get usto realizethat thedirection every “littleworld
of indifference” floats toward is HELL! We can't drift and float
into eternal salvation; we have to paddle like the devil is after
us, because heisl The maority of us have aready been caught,
and just don't realize it. Brethren, the consequences of failing to
preach the Gospel to all the world—-disobedience to the Lord's
command-is eternal punishment for every person who is guilty.
Whenwill wewake up to thepit that liesbefore usand al mankind?
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However, there is another reason for going into all the world
and telling the story of Jesus. Just think for aminute: What would
this world be today without the influence of Jesus Christ? What
would your own life be without Him? Think what a blessing this
one Man-God's Son has been to all those who have accepted Him!
Yet, there are millions of people who have never even so much as
heard the name of “Jesus.” They have not even an inkling of an
idea that amost two thousand years ago this Jesus died for their
sins. They have never been told of the perfect example after which
they can pattern their own lives. They have received none of the
blessings that come to all Christians. Just place yourself in their
position for a minute. Wouldn’t such a life be one of terrible
darkness?Well, you asa Christian can turn that darknessinto light!
It isyour responsibility to do everything in your power to see that
these people hear the story of Jesus.

Yet, this is more than a responsibility: It is a privilege! Just
think: you have a Saviour, He has wiped away your past sins, and
He continues to plead with God on your behalf. He has given you
full instructionsasto how to conduct your life. He has blessed you
abundantly with both material and spiritual gifts. He has promised
to save you for all eternity, to give you a home with Him and the
Father. How much more could a people ask? Yet, all that Hewants
in return is for you to share this blessing of Christianity with the
rest of the world! Can we be true Christians and do any less? |
think not. Christ gave everything He had, even His life, for
mankind-not only for you and me, but also for those in other lands
who have never heard His name. Surely, if He gave all, we can at
least share what we have from Him with those who deserve it as
much as we do.

“Go ye therefore and
teach all nations...”
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(The Godhead)
- Joshua Gootam
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(The Incarnation

- Seve Williams
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(Where did God come from?)
- Bert Thompson
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(Sih against the Holy Spirit)

- Paul Simon
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PO QOGN
(A Friend of Sinners)
- Royce Frederick
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(Call His name Emmanuel)

- LewisG Hale
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(Jesus is Greater)

- Roger Campbell
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(The Hbly Priesthood)

- John Thiesen
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SR &5, G
(The Friend of God)
- Alfred Meeks
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SRR Q05 VYR
(The Meaning of Worship)

- J.C. Choate
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(What are the acts of Worship?)
- Austin Wiggins
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(Can One's Worship be Rejected by God?)

- Johnie Scaggs Jr.
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- Jim Waldron
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RPHD SO DTP,co00
(Design of the Human Body)

- Kyle Butt
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Human anatomy
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- Joe Gary Williams
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(A Perfect Heart)
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GOSPEL PREACHING ON
TELEVISION & RADIO

Telugu : Subhavartha Channel Sunday 6.00 p.m.
NIREEKSHANA Channel every Tuesday 3:00 p.m.
and every Wednesday at 7:30 a.m.
Aradhana Channel every Saturday 6:30 a.m.
Kanthi Channel : Everyday at 6:30 a.m. & 3:30 p.m.
Youtube & Facebook : 24 hrs. daily
click on : Satyavani Church of Christ
Speakers : Ricky, Ronnie & Joshua Gootam

Hindi : Shubhasandesh Channel Sunday & Tuesday 7.00-7:30 p.m.
Every Friday night 8:00 to 8:30 p.m.
Speakers : Francis, Vinay & Sunny David
P.O. Box. 3815, New Delhi - 110049

Malayalam : Jai Hind Channel Saturday 6.00-6:30 a.m.
Speaker : P.K. Varghese

Tamil . Tamilan T.V. Tuesday 9.30 - 9.45 p.m
Sunday 6:45 - 7:00 p.m.
Holy Cross T.V. Sunday 6.30 - 6.45 a.m. (Only in Puducherry)
King of Glory T.V. Sunday 6.15 - 6.30 a.m. (in Tirunelveli Dist)
Speakers : Philemon & Kingsley
Nambikkal T.V. Tuesday 6:30 - 7.00 a.m, Friday 7.30 - 8 a.m.
Speaker : Rajanayagam
Nambikkal T.V. Saturday 8.00 - 8:30 p.m.
Joy TV Wednesday 6:00 - 6.30 p.m.
Heaven TV Sunday 6:30 - 7:00 p.m.
Speaker : Arjunan

TAMIL RADIO PROGRAMS FROM SRI LANKA RADIO
Sunday to Wednesday 5.30 - 5.45 p.m.
Speakers : Douglas & P.R. Swamy
Saturday 5.30 - 5.45 p.m., Speakers : Arjunan

Please write to these addresses for
Bible correspondence courses, Magazines,
and other Christian Literature in your language.
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All of these Programmes are sponsored
by
CHURCH OF CHRIST




