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define

Dictionaries
“tragedy” as, “a disastrous event:
calamity” (“Tragedy,” Merriam-
Webster) or “a lamentable,
dreadful, or fatal event or affair

disaster” (“Tragedy,”
Dictionary.com). There have
been too many tragedies
throughout human history to
even begin to list them, but let
us briefly note a few of them to
demonstrate the nature of human
tragedies that, unfortunately,
have plagued and will continue
to beset mankind.

The American Civil War
spanned the years 1861 to 1865,
and between 620,000 to 850,000
died directly and indirectly as a
result (Nasaw). That tragedy was
one of the topmost catastrophic
events ever to transpire in the

The
Greater
Tragedy

Louis Rushmore

western hemisphere, and its
ramifications continue to this day
in the United States of America.

“The RMS Titanic, a
luxury steamship, sank in the
early hours of April 15, 1912, off
the coast of New found land in
the North Atlantic after
sideswiping an iceberg during its
maiden voyage [from South
Hampton, England to New York,
USA]. Of the 2,240 passengers
and crew [0f 900] on board, more
than 1,500 lost their lives in the
disaster.” Only about 705 persons
survived” (“Titanic™).

The Titanic and the
Lusitania were the two largest
luxury ocean liners ever
constructed at the time they were
put into service. “Lusitania met



its tragic end on May 7, 1915,
when a torpedo fired by a
German U-boat sunk the ship,
killing nearly 1,200 of the 1,959
people on board and precipitating
the United States “entry into
World War I’ (“Titanic”).

World War I from 1914 to
1918 resulted in 20 million
deaths a little over half of whom
were civilians. World War 11
from 1939 to 1945 caused over
70 million deaths, over 50
million of whom were civilians.

Interestingly, “war is
defined as an active conflict that
has claimed more than 1,000
lives. ... Of the past 3,400 years,
humans have been entirely at
peace for 268 of them, or just 8
percent of recorded history. ...
Atleast 108 million people were
killed in wars in the twentieth
century. Estimates for the total
number killed in wars throughout
all of human history range from
150 million to 1 billion”

(Hedges).

The infamous 9/11 stunned
a nation and the world.

During the September 11
attacks of the year 2001, 2,977
people were killed, 19 hijackers

committed murder-suicide, and
more than 6,000 others were
injured. The immediate deaths
included 265 on the four planes
(including the terrorists), 2,606
in the World Trade Center and in
the surrounding area, and 125 at
the Pentagon. The attacks remain
the deadliest terrorist act in world
history. Most of those who
perished were civilians except for
343 firefighters, 71 law
enforcement officers who died in
the World Trade Center and on
the ground in New York City, and
another law enforcement officer
who died when United Airlines
Flight 93 crashed into a field near
Shanksville, Pennsylvania, 55
military personnel who died at
the God devised a plan, by which
though He is completely holy and
pure, to have fellowship with His
wayward creation- sinful man.
God’s scheme dates back to
before time began (Titus 1:2-3;
Proverbs 8:23-31; I Peter 1:20-
23). The climax of God’s
provision is to have fellowship
with man and for those who are
in fellowship with Him also to
have fellowship with each other
(IJohn I:3). The facilitator of this
three-way fellowship is the
Gospel of Jesus Christ



(Ephesians 3:3-6) or the New
Covenant (Hebrews 9: 15) or
Testament (Hebrews 9: 16-17).
Hence, all amenable souls living
today must obey the Gospel to
benefit from God’s grand plan
(Romans 1:5; 16:26; 2
Thessalonians 1:8; 1 Peter4:17).
The crux of the Gospel is the
death, burial and resurrection of
Jesus Christ (I Corinthians 15:1-
4). Obeying, the Gospel
culminates initially in imitating
the death, burial and resurrection
of Christ by undergoing
Christian baptism (Romans 6:3-
8). Continued obedience of the
Gospel will result in eternal
salvation and a home in Heaven
(Revelation 2:10).

Our Lord, the Son of God,
who died a horrible and torturous
death by crucifixion, is the Savior
of the obedient (Hebrews 5:9).

The greater tragedy than
all other tragedies combined is
dying outside of a covenant

relationship with our Creator
- Almighty God. What could be
more tragic than unnecessarily
spending eternity in Hell, which
was prepared for the devil and his
angels (Matthew 25:41)? Maybe
even worse, many precious souls
who were once saved and who
entertained the hope of spending
forever in Heaven will turn away
from God and return to lives of
sin (2 Peter 2:20-22; Matthew
13:18-23). There is no greater
sin than dying lost in sin,
especially when God the Father
provided a master plan for man’s
redemption, God the Son made
a vicarious sacrifice of Himself
for us, and God the Holy Spirit
stipulated the roadmap to eternal

Heaven through Divine
inspiration of the Bible’s
penmen. There are some

tragedies in this world that are
unavoidable, but everyone can
avoid the greater tragedy of
being eternally lost. What will
you do?




We make choices every day.
Most of those choices are
insignificant and have little
influence over the rest of our
lives. Other choices are more
important; their influence may
last for years. There is one choice
that is most significant, and that
is whether to serve God. The
consequence of this choice lasts
for eternity.

Several times in Scripture,
God encouraged men to choose
to serve Him. Near the end of his
life, Moses placed a choice
before the people of Israel. “I call
heaven and earth as witnesses
today against you, that I have set
before you life and death,
blessing and cursing; therefore,
choose life, that both you and
your descendants may live”

Choose
You
This Day

Jerry Bates

(Deuteronomy 30: 19). Moses
pointed out to the people that
there was a choice they needed
to make, and the difference was
life and death. It seems that they
never really made a choice,
because they continued to try to
serve both God and idols. Near
the end of his life, Joshua spoke
to the people of Israel and made
a final effort to persuade them to
resolve to follow God. “And if'it
seems evil to you to serve the
Lord, choose for yourselves this
day whom you will serve,
whether the Gods which your
fathers served that were on the
other side of the river, or the
Gods of the Amorites, in whose
land you dwell. But as for me
and my house, we will serve the
Lord” (Joshua 24: 15). Once
again, we see that Joshua



encouraged the people to make a
choice.

The New Testament places
a similar choice before us. We
have before us life or death, a
blessing or a curse. We would
think that no one would choose
death; however, multitudes are
doing that very thing today.
Why? There are probably a
multitude of reasons, but one big
reason is that many do not really
make a choice. They may say that
one day they will commit their
lives to God and serve Him, but
they plan to do it later.
Oftentimes, that day never
comes. Paul wrote in 2
Corinthians 6:2, “For He says,
In an acceptable time I have
heard you, and in the day of
salvation I have helped you.
Behold, now is the accepted
time; behold, now is the day of
salvation. “Paul encourages us to
make the correct choice today.
God will not accept second place
in our lives.

Notice that there is a time
element to this choice. Joshua
said to choose “this day.” Paul
said, “now is the day of
salvation.” We must make a
choice and we need to do it today.

This choice is not always going
to be open as time may close this
door of choice. We may die
before we make the choice.
Young people often think they
have plenty of time to choose
because they are young.
However, we know that is not a
reliable indicator of the time of
death; young people die every
day. Even if you are fortunate to
live many years, your heart may
become too hardened by sin to
commit to God. The writer of
Hebrews pointed this out in
Hebrews 3:13 when he penned,
“But exhort one another daily,
while it is called today; lest any
of you be hardened through the
deceitfulness of sin.”

Notice also that we must
make a choice. By failing to
make a choice to serve God
completely, one makes a choice.
Multitudes attempt to go through
life without really deciding.
People live for the moment,
never deciding about the future.
They figure that they will deal
with the future when the future
arrives. However, the state of our
future existence is determined by
the decision that we make now.
“Now” is the accepted time to
make that decision. One day the



decision will be taken from us,
and we will then suffer the
consequences of the choice that
we have made.

For centuries, the Jewish
people tried to serve both God
and idols, but it never worked.
Several centuries after both
Moses and Joshua, Elijah placed
a similar choice before Israel on
Mt. Carmel. “And Elijah came
to all the people and said, How
long will you falter between two
opinions? If the Lord is God,
follow Him; but if Baal, follow
him. But the people answered
him not aword” (1 Kings 18:21).
The people of Israel tried to
follow both God and Baal, and
Elijah was placing an obvious
choice before the people.
Immediately after this saying, we
read of the contest between
Elijah and the 450 prophets of
Baal, which resulted in a clear
victory for God. Nevertheless, it
seemed to have made little
difference in the attitude of the
people.

Even today, people continue
to try to serve God and the world.

“No one can serve two masters;

for either he will hate the one
and love the other, or else he will
be loyal to the one and despise
the other. You cannot serve God
and mammon [money]”
(Matthew 6:24). We must decide
and do it today, because one day
it will be too late. Jeremiah told
the people of his day that it was
too late for them.

He wrote, “The harvest is
past, the summer is ended, and
we are not saved” (Jeremiah
8:20). It was too late for his
people because the nation was
about to go into captivity. The
same is true of us. One day it will
be too late for us. The decision
will then be taken away from us.
We have before us the way of
death and the way of salvation.
The way of death is the broad
way, and many are traveling that
road. The way of life is narrow,
and there are few traveling that
road (Mathew 7:13-14). We are
all traveling one of those roads.
On which road are you traveling?
Choose today which road you
want.



We are asking an important
question: How does one “Put off
the old man of sin, and put on
the new man of righteousness?”
In other words, we need to see
how we can leave the world of
sin behind and replace that life
with righteousness by entering
the church of Christ, which is the
spiritual body of Christ.

We are living in a time when
the word “sin” has almost
disappeared from our
vocabulary. Nowadays, the
drunkard is an alcoholic, the one
who is hooked on drugs is a drug
addict, the homosexual has
simply taken an alternative
lifestyle, and on and on it goes
with a whole list of other acts that
used to be labeled as sinful.
However, I have news for you.

Sin

- J.C. Choate

Those things are still wrong, and
they are still listed as sins in
God’s Word. Just because they
arc not called by their rightful
names by society and
acknowledged to be sins, that
doesn’t mean that they are not
sins. They can be whitewashed
and dressed up with nice-
sounding terms and names, but
they are still sins in God’s eyes
and in the eyes of His people.

These sins are referred to in
the Scriptures as the works of the
flesh, and some of these are said
to be “adultery, fornication,
uncleanness, lasciviousness,
idolatry, witchcraft, hatred,
variance, emulations, wrath,
strife, seditions, heresies,
envyings, murders, drunken-
ness, revellings, and such like”



(Galatians 5: 19-21 ). Paul said
that those unrighteous people
cannot enter the kingdom of God.
(1 Corinthians 6:9-10). John
wrote:

Love not the world, neither
the things that are in the world.
If any man loves the world, the
love of the Father is not in him.
For all that is in the world, the
lust of the flesh, and the lust of
the eyes, and the pride of life, is
not of the Father, but is of the
world. And the world passeth
away, and the lust thereof, but
he that _doeth the will of God
abideth forever. (1 John 2:15-17)

Further, the apostle Paul
penned:

But we know that the law is
good, if a man use it lawfully;
Knowing this, that the law is not
made for a righteous man, but
for the lawless and disobedient,
Jfor the ungodly and for sinners,
for unholy and profane, for
murderers of fathers and
murderers of mothers, for
manslayers, for whoremongers,
for them that defile themselves
with mankind, for menstealers,
for liars, for perjured persons,
and if there be any other thing
that is contrary to sound

10

doctrine; According to the
glorious gospel of the blessed
God, which was committed to
my trust. ( 1 Timothy 1: 8-11).

Again, Paul wrote:

This know also, that in the
last days perilous times shall
come. For men shall be lovers
of their own selves, covetous,
boasters, proud, blasphemers,
disobedient to parents, unthank-
ful, unholy, without natural
affection, trucebreakers, false
accusers, incontinent, fierce,
despisers of those that are good,
traitors, heady, highminded,
lovers of pleasures more than
lovers of God; having a form of
godliness, but denying the power
thereof; from such turn away.
For of this sort are they which
creep into houses, and lead
captive silly women laden with
sins, led away with divers lusts,
ever learning, and never able to
come to the knowledge of the
truth. (2 Timothy 3: 1-7)

What is sin? It is simply a
transgression of the law of God,
as well as the law of man. John
wrote:

Whosoever committeth sin
transgresseth also the law: for
sin is the transgression of the



law. And ye know that He was
manifested to take away our
sins; and in Him is no sin.
Whosoever abideth in Him
sinneth not: whosoever sinneth
hath not seen Him, neither
known Him. Little children, let
no man deceive you: he that
doeth righteousness is
righteous, even as He is
righteous. He that committeth
sin is of the devil; for the devil
sinneth from the beginning. For
this purpose the Son of God was
manifested, that He might
destroy the works of the devil.”
(1 John 3:4-8)

John taught that Christ came
into this world, was without sin
and gave Himself that man might
be saved from sin. Our Lord also
came so the works of the devil
might be destroyed.

Paul declared, “For all have
sinned, and come short of the
glory of God” ( Romans 3:23).
Again, He said, “But God
commendeth His love toward us,
in that, while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us.
Much more then, being justified
by His blood, we shall be saved
from wrath through Him”
(Romans 5:8-9). In Romans 6:23,
Paul wrote, “For the wages of

11

sin is death; but the gift of God
is eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord. “ Speaking of
the world to come, John wrote,
“But the fearful, and
unbelieving, and the abomina-
ble, and murderers, and
whoremongers, and sorcerers,
and idolaters, and all liars, shall
have their part in the lake which
burneth with fire and brim-
stone: which is the second
death.” (Revelation 21 :8).

Do you recognize the sins that
have been listed, as well as all of
the others that are in the world?
Have you seen any of these
things around you- in your
friends, in family members, even
in yourself? Have you also seen
what these sins will do, even in
this life, for those who commit
them? They will hurt you and
cause you problems. Sin can
destroy you and your family in
countless ways, both physically
and spiritually. They can send
your soul to hell.

So, what can be done about
all of this? Must one go on
suffering for the sins he has
committed, subsequently to live
and to die without God and
without hope? Is there any way
to rid oneself of sin, to be



forgiven and to have a better life?
Yes, but there is a price to pay.
Christ died for you that you
might be saved - but in order for
you to have salvation, you must
give up all of your sins and obey
Him. It is just that simple, and
there is no other way to be
saved. Obedience to God
shouldn’t really be hard when
one realizes that a person simply
must give up everything that is
destructive and exchange them
for everything that is good!

The Bible describes a person
in sin as being “the old man of
sin.” It further describes those
who have obeyed God as having
put on “the new man of
righteousness” in Christ Jesus.
This change is brought about
through one’s faith in God, by
repenting - turning away from the
life of sin, confessing Christ as
the Son of God and being
baptized or buried in water for
the forgiveness of sins.

Let’s read from Romans 6 to
see how this works. Paul penned:

What shall we say then?
Shall we continue in sin, that
grace may abound? God forbid.
How shall we that are dead to
sin live any longer therein?

12

Know ye not that so many of us
as were baptized into Jesus
Christ were baptized into His
death? Therefore we are buried
with Him by baptism into death:
that like as Christ was raised up
from the dead by the glory of the
Father, even so we also should
walk in newness of life. For if
we have been planted together
in the likeness of His death, we
shall be also in the likeness of
His resurrection: Knowing this,
that our old man is crucified
with Him, that the body of sin
might be destroyed, that
henceforth we should not serve
sin. For He that is dead is freed
firom sin. Now if we be dead with
Christ, we believe that we shall
also live with Him: Knowing
that Christ being raised from the
dead dieth no more; death hath
no more dominion over him.
Forinthat he died, he died unto
sin once: but in that he liveth,
he liveth unto God. (Romans 6:
1-10).

In the foregoing, Paul showed
that Christ died on the cross, was
buried in the tomb and was then
resurrected to life. In a sinner’s
obedience to the Gospel, he
mirrors what our Lord did for us:
he dies to his sins, that is, he



repents of them; then he is buried
in water to wash away those sins
and, in his obedience, he is
cleansed by the blood of Christ;
finally, he comes up out of the
water as a new creature, a new
person in Christ. This is our
spiritual “new birth” (John 3:3-
5). Paul concluded, “Therefore
if any man be in Christ, he is a
new creature: old things are
passed away; behold, all things
are become new” (2 Corinthians
5:17).

As we tum to Colossians 3,
Paul wrote to Christians at
Colosse:

If ye then be risen with
Christ, seek those things which
are above, where Christ sitteth
on the right hand of God. Set
your affection on things above,
not on things on the earth. For
ye are dead, and your life is hid
with Christ in God. When
Christ, who is our life, shall
appear, then shall ye also appear
with Him in glory. Mortify
therefore your members which
are upon the earth; fornication,
uncleanness,
affection, evil concupiscence,
and covetousness, which is
idolatry: For which things’ sake
the wrath of God cometh on the

inordinate

children of disobedience: In the
which ye also walked some time,
when ye lived in them. But now
ye also put off all these; anger,
wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy
communication out of your
mouth. Lie not one to another,
seeing that ye have put off the
old man with his deeds; And
have put on the new man, which
is renewed in knowledge after
the image of Him that created
Him: Where there is neither
Greek nor Jew, circumcision
nor uncircumcision, Barbarian,
Scythian, bond nor free: but
Christ is all, and in all.

Put on therefore, as the elect
of God, Holy and beloved,
bowels of mercies, kindness,
humble-ness of mind, meekness,
longsuffering; Forbearing one
another, and forgiving one
another, if any man have a
quarrel against any: even as
Christ forgave you, so also do
ye. And above all these things
put on charity, which is the bond
of perfectness. And let the peace
of God rule in your hearts, to the
which also ye are called in one
body; and be ye thankful Let the
word of Christ dwell in you
richly in all wisdom; teaching
and admonishing one another

13



in psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing with
gracein your hearts to the Lord.
And whatsoever ye do in word
or deed, do all in the name of
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to
God and the Father by Him.
(Colossians 3:1-17)

Now, in the words of the
Scriptures, I think you can see

14

that when one puts off the old
man of sin through his obedience
to the Lord, he changes his total
behavior and attitudes. He adds
good and wholesome qualities
that make this physical life worth
living and that give him an
eternal life to anticipate. We must
obey God in order to receive that
promised reward.
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The Church of Christ
The Fitlar and fmwa/ of the Trath

Headquarter : Heaven - Hebrew 12:23
Established in A.D. 33

The church of Christ is also known as:

1. The church of God (I Cor. 1:2; 1 Tim. 3:5,15).
2. The church of the Lord (Acts 20:28).
3. The church (Acts 8:1).

4. The church of the Firstborn (Reb. 12:23).
5. My church (Matt. 16:16}.

6. The bride of Christ (2 Cor. 11:2).

7. The household of God (Heb. 3:6).

8. The family of God (Eph. 3:15).

9. The church of the Living God (11lim. 3:15).
10. The fold / flock of God (Acts 20:28).

(All the above are used to describe the Church Christ built).
The Church of Christ is not a denomination!

The Church of Christ is a people of
Restoration spirit, wanting everyone to
return to the Bible, thereby restoring the
original New Testament Church in our time.




GESFEL PREAGRHING @L
TELEVISIEN & abl@

Telugu : Subhavartha Channel Sunday 6.00 p.m
NIREEKSHANA Channel every Tuesday 3:00 p.m
and every Wednesday at 7:30 a.m.
Aradhana Channel every Saturday 6:30 a.m.
Kanthi Channel : Everyday at 6:30 a.m. & 3:30 p.m.
YouTube & Facebook : 24 hrs. daily
click on: Satyavani Church of Christ
Speakers : Ricky, Ronnie & Joshua Gootam
Hindi  : Shubhasandesh Channel Sunday & Tuesday 7.00-7.30 pm
Every Friday night 8:00 to 8:30 p.m.
Speakers : Francis, Vinay, & Sunny David
P.O. Box. 3815, New Delhi - 110049
Malayalam: Jai Hind Channel Saturday 6.00-6.30 a.m
Speaker : P.K. Varghese
d Tamil : Tamilan T.V. Tuesday 9.30 - 9.45 p.m
: Sunday 6.45 - 7.00 p.m.
Holy Cross T.V. Sunday 6.30-6.45 a.m (Only in Puducherry)
King of Glory T.V. Sunday 6.15 - 6.30 a.m (in Tirunelveli Dist)
Speakers : Philemon & Kingsley

Nambikkal T.V. Tuesday 6:30 - 7.00 a.m
Friday 7.30 - 8 a.m.
Speaker : Rajanayagam

Nambikkal T.V. Saturday 8.00 - 8:30 p.m.
Joy TV Wednesday 6:00 - 6.30 p.m.
Heaven TV Sunday 6:30 - 7:00 p.m.
Speaker : Arjunan

TAMIL RADIO PROGRAMS FROM SRI LANKA RADIO
Sunday to Wednesday 5.30 - 5.45 p.m.

Speakers : Douglas & P.R. Swamy
Saturday 5.30 - 5.45 p.m., speakers : Arjunan

Please write to these addresses for
Bible correspondence courses, Magzines,
and other Christian Literature in your language.
All of these Programmes are sponsored
by
CHURCH OF CHRIST
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